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Introduction

For some time an earnest desire has been exprbgsedny that we
might have a compilation of the testimonies beawnngthe Sabbath-school
work, for the benefit of those who are speciallerasted in it. In response to
these solicitations the officers of the internagib8abbath-school association
have with much care and labor gathered the matesepted in this little
volume.

It has been thought best to arrange the selecasnfar as possible in
chronological order, giving first place to thoseigthwere written first, and
giving credit to the source from which each wastakBrief quotations and
paragraphs are arranged in the same order anddptgcéhemselves under
the title “fragments,” at the close of the work.

The reader will not find all that has been writi@m a given subject in
the article upon that subject, for excellent thaaghill be found on almost
every phase of the Sabbath-school work in manfhefi@éading articles. The
alphabetical index will greatly aid in finding piatilar statements, and room
has been left after each letter so that other featmmay be added to it if
desired. What is said in regard to the qualifiaadi@nd duties of teachers,
applies with equal force to superintendents.

In some cases an article or paragraph may have pddished several
times, and in different places. We do not undertakgive references to each
and every place where an article or paragraph ppsased, but only to the
place where first published.

It has been our aim to have the arrangement ofvtitg, the preparation
of the index, and the form of the book such as &kernthe excellent matter
which it contains easy of access, and quickly awéal for study or reference.
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We, therefore, send it forth with the expectatiod éhe earnest prayer that it
will prove a source of pleasure and rich blessmdhe present and future
workers in our Sabbath-schools.

Executive Board Int. S.S. Association.



Chapter 1

The Sabbath-School and the Church Service

The Sabbath-school at ----- was made the one dheate of interest
with Brother E. It absorbed the minds of the youmtpjle other religious
duties were neglected. Frequently, after the Sabkbatool was closed, the
superintendent, a number of teachers, and quiterder of scholars, would
return home to rest. They felt that their burdentfee day was ended, and
that they had no further duty. When the bell sodnétath the hour for
public service, and the people left their homeslierhouse of worship, they
would meet a large portion of the school passinghir homes. And,
however important the meeting, the interest ofrgdashare of the Sabbath-
school could not be awakened to take any pleasutkei instruction given
by the minister upon important Bible subjects. \WWhiany of the children
did not attend public service, some that remainecevnot advantaged by the
word spoken, for they felt that it was a wearisdme

There should be discipline and order in our Sabbaliools. Children
who attend these schools should prize the privdebey enjoy, and should
be required to observe the regulations of the dclfowd even greater care
should be taken by the parents to see that thédreh have their Scripture
lessons, than is taken to see that their day-sdbeesbns are prepared. Their
Scripture lessons should be learned more perféadlg their lessons in the
common schools. If parents and children see nosségefor this interest,
then the children might better remain at home;tlfar Sabbath-school will
fail to prove a blessing to them. Parents and oimdshould work in
harmony with superintendent and teachers, thusgievidence that they
appreciate the labor put forth for them. Parentaikhtake special interest in
the religious education of their children, thatytimay have a more thorough
knowledge of the Scriptures.



There are many children who plead a lack of tima asason why their
Sabbath-school lessons are not learned; but theriew who could not find
time to learn their lessons if they had an intenreghem. Some devote time
to amusement and sight-seeing; others, to the esedlimming of their
dresses for display, thus cultivating pride andityaifhe precious hours thus
prodigally spent are God's time, for which they tw@hder an account to
Him. The hours spent in needless ornamentatiom amusements and idle
conversation, will, with every work, be broughtanudgment.



Chapter 2
The Use of Helps

Some efforts have been made to interest childrethencause, but not
enough. Our Sabbath-schools should be made mareegting. The public
schools have of late years greatly improved thethods of teaching. Object
lessons, pictures, and blackboards are used to difiiailt lessons clear to
the youthful mind. Just so may present truth bepbfied and made
intensely interesting to the active minds of thiadchn.

Parents who can be approached in no other wayregedntly reached
through their children. Sabbath-school teachersinsinuct the children in
the truth, and they will, in turn, take it into theme circle. But few teachers
seem to understand the importance of this bran¢heotvork. The modes of
teaching which have been adopted with such sudoetg® public schools
could be employed with similar results in the Sdabiszhools, and be the
means of bringing children to Jesus and educaliegitin Bible truth. This
will do far more good than religious excitementasf emotional character,
that passes off as rapidly as it comes.

The love of Christ should be cherished. More fatheeded in the work
which we believe is to be done before the comin@lofist. There should be
more self-denying, self-sacrificing labor in thght direction. There should
be thoughtful, prayerful study how to work to thesbadvantage. Careful
plans should be matured. There are minds amongatisan invent and carry
out, if they are only put to use. Great results dallow well-directed and
intelligent efforts.



Chapter 3

Search the Scriptures

The Sabbath-school affords to parents and childeenprecious
opportunity for the study of God's Word. But in erdo gain that benefit
which they should gain in the Sabbath-school, qmihents and children
should devote time to the study of the lessonkisgeo obtain a thorough
knowledge of the facts presented, and also of phvé@wsal truths which these
facts are designed to teach. We should especrajlyass upon the minds of
the young the importance of seeking the full sigaiice of the scripture
under consideration.

In some schools, | am sorry to say, the customaiisewf reading the
lesson from the lesson sheet. This should notth@edd not be, if the time
that is often needlessly and even sinfully employeere given to the study
of the Scriptures. There is no reason why Sabbatbed lessons should be
less perfectly learned by teachers or pupils thantlae lessons of the day
school. They should be better learned, as theyt tEaubjects infinitely
more important. A neglect here is displeasing tal.Go

Parents, set apart a little time each day for toeysof the Sabbath-
school lesson with your children. Give up the sboweisit if need be, rather
than sacrifice the hour devoted to the preciousoles of sacred history.
Parents, as well as children, will receive berfediin this study. Let the more
important passages of Scripture connected withabgon be committed to
memory, not as a task, but as a privilege. Thoudinsa the memory may be
defective, it will gain strength by exercise, sattlafter a time you will
delight thus to treasure up the precious wordsrutht And the habit will
prove a most valuable aid to religious growth.



If the time that is worse than wasted in gossipninistering to pride, or
for the gratification of appetite, were devotedhnaigual interest to the study
of the Bible, what encouragement would be giveuo Sabbath-schools!
But when parents are more anxious to have theildrem fashionably
dressed than to have their minds stored with théngrof God's Word, the
children themselves will soon learn to regard disd display as of more
consequence than the things which concern theiasah....

Observe system in the study of the Scriptures ur yamilies. Neglect
anything of a temporal nature; dispense with alhagessary sewing and
with needless provision for the table, but be shet the soul is fed with the
bread of life. It is impossible to estimate the gwoesults of one hour or even
half an hour each day devoted in a cheerful, soumhner to the Word of
God. Make the Bible its own expositor, bringing étiger all that is said
concerning a given subject at different times anden varied circumstances.
Do not break up your home class for callers ortaisi If they come in
during the exercise, invite them to take part inL#t it be seen that you
consider it more important to obtain a knowledgeCGafd's Word than to
secure the gains or pleasures of the world.



Chapter 4

Sabbath-School Duties in the
Camp-Meeting and at Home

Dear brethren and sisters who assemble at our caeepings, we wish
to address to you a few words in the interest ofSabbath-schools. This is
one of the important branches of the work, and khoat be left to chance,
or to haphazard management. If these schools ax@ucted as they should
be, the efforts made in the pulpit to present ththtin a manner to win souls
may be deepened; and if the labor bestowed iswellbup by interested
workers in the Sabbath-school, much good will beoawmlished. But it is
not enough to have the Sabbath-school move likéneglulated machinery.
There should be practical workers; the teachersildhoe of that class who
have a living connection with God, who have an &ppefor study
themselves, who will give time and moral earnesriesheir work, and who
will not be satisfied unless they see somethinggdished.

There should be a living, growing interest in stgrthe mind with Bible
truth. The precious knowledge thus gained will h@lbarrier about the soul.
Although assailed with temptation, there will béren trust in Jesus, through
the knowledge of Him who hath called them to gland to virtue. Let the
teachers enter, heart and soul, into the subjettemaf the lesson. Let them
lay plans to make a practical application of thesten, and awaken an
interest in the minds and hearts of the childredeurtheir charge. Let the
activities of the scholars find scope in solving froblems of Bible truth.
The teachers may give character to the work, sattieaexercises will not be
dry and uninteresting.

Teachers do not make as earnest work as they slhéulte Sabbath-
school exercises; they should come close to thethed the scholars, by
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aptness, by sympathy, by patient and determinealrtefd interest every
scholar in regard to the salvation of the soul.sEhexercises should become
altogether what the Lord would have them,--seasdrndeep conviction of
sin, of heart reformation. If the right work is dgnn a skilful, Christ-like
manner, souls will be convicted, and the inquir{t i, "What shall | do to
be saved?" In some Sabbath-schools, positions igex go persons who
have no aptitude to teach. They have no earnestftmvsouls. They do not
half understand the practical bearings of the ttaédmselves. How, then, can
they lead the children and youth to the living Raim Let the teachers
themselves drink deep of the water of salvatiom, e angels of God will
minister to them, and they will know just what ceaithe Lord would have
them take to win the precious youth to Jesus. duires aptitude, a will,
perseverance, a spirit such as Jacob had when é&tled in prayer, and
exclaimed, "l will not let Thee go except Thou lslese." When the blessing
of God rests upon the teachers, it can but becteflieto those under their
charge. Never place the youth under individuals atespiritually indolent,
who have no high, elevated, holy aspirations; foe tsame mind of
indifference, Pharisaism, of form without the powetll be seen in both
teachers and scholars.

Let parents do their part, not only helping thddrein in their study, but
becoming familiar with the lessons themselves. Bitde is our textbook.
Parents, teachers, and scholars need to beconex betuainted with the
precious truths contained in both the Old and tkees Nestaments. We must
come up to a higher plane of action. Let the Spirilesus vitalize the souls
of the workers. Then their plans and methods obiralill be of that
character to win souls to Jesus Christ. In ourdangurches, where there are
many children and youth, there is great dangeioahanaging the Sabbath-
school that it will become a mere form, mechanimall spiritless. It lacks
Jesus. Do not allow all your strength and energypdogiven to worldly,
temporal things during the week, and so have noggrend moral strength
to give to the service of Christ on the Sabbather&hs earnest work to be
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done just now. We have not a moment's time to aHeslsly. Let all we do
be done with an eye single to the glory of God. &aest till every child in
your class is brought to the saving knowledge aisth

It is important that the exercises in our camp-imgeSabbath-schools
be conducted with order, promptness, and efficiedtyen the right mould
will be given to Sabbath-schools in the differehuiches, as the people
return to their homes. Do not allow business ameminterests to crowd out
the Sabbath-school interest, so that it shall besidered a matter of no
special consequence.

Very much can be done for the education and monal religious
training of our youth by well-organized, properlgntiucted Sabbath-
schools. Time and attention should be given to binésch of the work; for
its importance in its influence upon our youth cert be estimated. But our
teachers need to be converted men and women, whw What it means to
wrestle with God, who will not be at rest until thearts of the children are
tuned to love, praise, and glorify God. Who will &@&rnest workers for souls
in our Sabbath-schools? Who will take the youthasagely, and talk and
pray with them, and make personal appeals to theseeching them to
yield their heart to Jesus, that they may be agestssavor to Christ? As we
view the magnitude of the work, and see how littls appreciated, we feel
like groaning in spirit, and exclaiming, Who willceept these grave
responsibilities, and watch for souls as they thast give an account? We
are Christ's representatives upon the earth. Howeldulfil our mission?
Christ's representatives will be in daily communweith Him. Their words
will be select, their speech seasoned with grdmt hearts filled with love,
their efforts sincere, earnest, persevering, t@ smwuls for whom Christ has
died. Let all do their utmost to work for the sdlga of the dear children and
youth, and by and by they will listen with joy tlet words of Jesus, "Well
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou in®jtdy of thy Lord." What is
this joy?--It is beholding the redeemed saints daubrough their
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instrumentality, through the blood of Jesus Christ.
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Chapter 5

To Superintendents and Teachers
How to Succeed

There is earnest work to be done in our Sabbatbedshand those who
have the management of these schools should seeave with wisdom and
tact. It is a nice and important work to deal wittinds, to leave a right
impression, to give the right mould to characterisla wise educator who
seeks to call out the ability and powers of thalsft, instead of constantly
endeavoring to impart instruction.

At different times | have received letters of inmyuin regard to the
duties of the Sabbath-school superintendent. One fet grieved because
he could not awaken a deeper interest on the padachers and scholars,
said that he took much time in talking with themplaining everything he
thought essential for them to understand, andhgretseemed to be a great
lack of interest. They were not moved religiouslyvould here say to this
honest brother, and to any others who may be lagotinder similar
difficulties, Examine to see if you are not respbles in a great degree, for
this lack of religious interest. Many try to do towch, and fail to encourage
their teachers and students to do what they caay Tieed great simplicity
and religious earnestness. They make long, drychesein the Sabbath-
school and the teachers' meeting, thus wearyingnines of both teachers
and students. Such remarks are greatly out of plHoey do not adapt their
instruction to the real wants of the school, anelytfail to draw hearts to
them, for their own hearts are not full of spiritsgmpathy. They do not
realize that by their long, tedious talks they kiteng the interest in, and
love for, the school....
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When the hearts of the workers are brought intopathy with Christ,
when He abides in them by living faith, they wibthtrtalk one-half as long,
nor manifest one-half the smartness, that someo#lg but what they say in
love and simplicity will reach the heart, and th&yl be brought in close
sympathy with teachers, scholars, and church-mesnber

A true educator will carry the minds of his heanerth him. His words
will be few but earnest. Coming from the heart,ythaill be full of
sympathy, and warm with the love for precious soudss educational
advantages may have been limited, and he may havétle natural ability,
but a love for the work and a willingness to labohumility will enable him
to awaken a deep interest in both teachers andasshdhe hearts of the
young will be drawn to him. His work will not benaere form. He may have
the ability to draw out from both teachers and stud precious gems of
spiritual and intellectual truths, and thus, whalducating others, he will be
educated himself. The scholars are not awed bydisiglay of profound
knowledge, and in simple language they tell whairession the lesson has
made upon their minds. The result is a deep amuglimterest in the school.
Through the simplicity of the gospel of Christ, lhas reached them where
they are. Their hearts are melted, and now he @ardithem into the image
of his Master.

A keen, sharp intellect may be an advantage, beitpbwer of the
educator is in his heart connection with the Light Life of the world. He
will love humanity and ever seek to bring it to ighter level. He will not
always be blaming others, but his heart will beedilwith pity. He will not
be great in his own estimation, neither will hekseenstantly to bolster up
and strengthen his own dignity; but the humilityJesus will be personified
in his life. He will feel the truth of the words ¢Gtrist, "Without Me ye can
do nothing." Such teachers as these are greathyede&sod will work with
them. "Learn of Me," says Christ; "for | am meelddowly of heart." Many
who are engaged in the Sabbath-school work neededienlightenment.
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They lack spiritual insight to enable them to apered the wants of those for
whom they are laboring.

Mistakes Pointed Out

The Sabbath-school, if rightly conducted, is one ®bd's great
instrumentalities to bring souls to a knowledgehaf truth. It is not the best
plan for teachers to do all the talking, but thbgwdd draw out the class to
tell what they know. Then let the teacher, withew forief, pointed remarks
or illustrations, impress the lesson upon theirdsirnder no circumstances
should teachers go through the lesson mechanicatig, then sit down,
leaving the children to stare about, or whisper play, as we have seen
them do. Such teaching is not beneficial; it i®ofinjurious. If the teacher is
properly prepared, every moment can be used tatpfdfe active minds of
the children should be kept constantly employedeiTideas should be
drawn out and corrected, or approved, as the caseraguire. But never
should the teacher sit down, saying, "I am throughere is no such thing as
getting through with the lesson.

Superintendents, never scold nor complain beforar yieachers or
scholars. If you wish to influence the school faod, put away the whip,
and exert a heaven-inspiring influence, which waliry the minds of all with
you. In making plans and regulations for the schtatlthem represent, as
nearly as possible, the voice of the school. Inesaghools there is a sharp,
critical spirit. Much is made of forms and ruledjilg the weightier matters,
mercy and the love of God, are neglected. Let alcbeerful. If any have
clouds encompassing their souls, let them workimtot the sunlight before
they enter the Sabbath-school. A mother who is teotly relating her
discouragements, and complaining to her children tlodir lack of
appreciation, can not have proper control of th&m.will it be with you,
teachers and superintendents. If you see a latkisirespect, do not lessen
your influence by speaking of it; but in a quietywset influences to work
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that will correct the evil. Plan, study how to sexa well-organized, well-
disciplined school.

All in the school should feel themselves learn&k& are to become
daily learners if we would be true educators. k isoble thing to teach; it is
a blessed thing to learn. Knowledge is a preciassg@ssion, and the more
we obtain of it, the better work will we do if weake a right use of it. As
workers for God we want more of Jesus and leslbf ¥/e should have
more of a burden for souls, and should pray d&at strength and wisdom
may be given us for the Sabbath. Teachers, meltywiir classes. Pray with
them, and teach them how to pray. Let the heartsdfeened, and the
petitions short and simple, but earnest. Let yoords be few and well
chosen; and let them learn from your lips and yexample that the truth of
God must be rooted in their hearts or they can stahd the test of
temptation. We want to see whole classes of yowaple being converted
to God, and growing up useful members of the church
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Chapter 6

Sabbath-School Influences

The Sabbath-school should be one of the greatsstimentalities, and
the most effectual, in bringing souls to Christ.r@abbath-school workers
need to be especially imbued with the Spirit ofi€hiThey can not be co-
workers with Christ unless they have Him abidingheir hearts by faith....
The children need a more decided effort in regardetigious culture. The
leading workers and the teachers should labor &fept harmony. There
should be cooperation on the part of parent, obildand teachers. Let every
worker labor for wisdom and tact, that he may prthf that well-directed
effort which God requires. We are to cultivate tactl sharp discernment, to
be quick to see opportunities to do good, and imesdbese opportunities and
make the most of them. Teachers of the differeséses should bring every
child into their heart, and under their specialclkatre.

It is impossible to do this work for time and etgrrunless the teacher
has a close connection with God. Jesus has saedyCl the Scriptures, for
in them ye think ye have eternal life, and theytaey which testify of Me."
Do not encourage a superficial manner of inveshgahe truth. Make every
point of truth clear and distinct to the minds bé tchildren. Do not crowd
upon their minds an accumulated amount of mattenattime. The precious
Word of God is to be a lamp to their path, andgatlito their feet. Impress
upon their minds that it is their privilege to waikthe light. It is the path of
peace, of purity, of holiness, cast up for the oamsd of the Lord to walk in.
Christ has led the way in this path; He is the t8Ieepherd; in following
Him, they avoid the by-paths and dangerous pitfalls

In the Word of God they are to learn that all whiee heaven must
have a perfect character; for then they will méeirtLord in peace. Many
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children and youth have their characters imprinb@dtheir countenances.
Their life's history they carry in the featurestbé face. The true workers
should impress upon the minds of the children autifed pure, Christ-like
character, which will transfigure the countenanéeChrist is the abiding
principle in the heart, you may read purity, refiment, peace, and love in the
features. In other countenances, an evil charactergs out the sign;
selfishness, cunning, deceit, falsehood, enmity, j@alousy are expressed
there. How difficult it is for truth to impress theearts and countenances of
such characters!

We need now to give special attention to the cation of character. Let
this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, thatay elevate and ennoble
the highest as also the lowest worker in our Sdibbelhools, so that Jesus
will not be ashamed to acknowledge them as Hisboots. All spiritual
culture Christ has provided for His children. Isde is abiding in the soul,
the heart is filled with the holy graces of His i@piwhich makes itself
manifest in the transforming of the features. lbwsould have beauty and
loveliness of character, the divine law must bettemi upon the heart and
carried out in the life.

The Bible lessons which are taught in our schooés & far greater
consequence than many now discern. These childitehave to meet in the
near future the heresies and fables that abounthanChristian world.
Instruct the youth with simplicity but great thoghiness. Our work must
stand the test of the judgment. The youth in tige eust be fitted by the
grace of Christ to meet and overcome evils whickeHaeen introduced into
society. They will have opportunities to use a# Hnowledge and influence
that they have acquired, and will need wisdom frabove to stem the
current of evil which surrounds them. The suppsrtef error and of
unscriptural doctrines are numerous. The worldaegd is leading them to
forget God and to despise His claims. The law ofl Gotrampled beneath
unholy feet. Every youth is responsible to GodHis opportunities, and for
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the precious light shining upon him from the Sarrps.
Selection of Teachers

The instruction given youth and children should bhetof a superficial
character. The teachers should do all in their ppwas those standing in
defense of the truth, to raise the standard hidglerd can not be a worse
thing done for your Sabbath-school than to placee@kers young men and
young women who have shown great defects in tledigjious experience....
Do not lower the standard in your Sabbath-scho@sir children must have
as their teachers those whose example and influgiticee a blessing rather
than a curse. They must have constantly before thdmgh sense of the
virtue, purity, and holiness which characterize @teistian life. Their ideas
upon this point must not become confused; let nowmwe unwisely or
ignorantly in these matters. Give not, by voicgpen, encouragement to men
or women who have not moral worth, whose past difews a want of
conscience and integrity. They may be sharp, watty intelligent; but if the
heart is not imbued with the Spirit of God, andhiéy have not integrity of
character, their influence points earthward, noavieeward, and will be
detrimental, wherever they are, and in whatevey thay engage.

We are in great need of men and women who sensearginhate
iniquity; who have spiritual eyesight to discerre thvants of the cause of
God, and to work with a devoted, unselfish interkseping self ever hid in
Jesus. We want young men of whom God can approke, have practical
godliness, who have consciences quick to feel amdes danger; men and
women who will not exalt themselves, and will naek to hide the
deformity of the soul under a cloak of godlinedsose who feel their
weakness and imperfections of character, and wiiohang their helpless
souls upon Jesus Christ. Those who are self-cantfid@d think their way is
above criticism, will show very imperfect work. 8aihe apostle, "When |
am weak, then am | strong." While sensing his weaknhe by faith laid
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hold of Jesus Christ and His grace.

It becomes every one who has any connection wehatbrk of God to
move modestly and cautiously, if he would not beeileed by the enemy of
souls. If you do not individually have divine erilignment, you will
certainly make great mistakes; you will call goadl,eand evil good. | have
been shown that you should have less burden of,fant a greater burden
to see deep heart work in the Sabbath-school. Eteagher in the school
should feel that he is a missionary for God. He tnimprove his moments
and his ability to obtain a knowledge of the Wofdsod, that he may impart
the same to his scholars. Teachers will becomeaudidgd for their position
if they are not learners. They need freshnessea#gdfresh, wise plans, life,
tact, and spirit in their work. They must be apteach.

The teacher should not confine himself to the n&patof the set words
of the lesson, yet he wants to be perfectly famikdh the words as well as
the ideas. Every teacher, before he stands atdbd bf his class, should
have his plans distinctly laid out in his mind aswhat he wants to do for
that day and on that occasion. Reciting a lessamsgdf before the class is
not teaching it; you want simple words and plaindjgarly-stated ideas.
Make sure that your scholars understand you. Iy iten not comprehend
your ideas, then your labor is lost. Do not skira surface; work deep. The
Bible is the rule and guide of the life. Sound doet must be brought into
actual contact with the minds and hearts of yourokxs; then it will
produce fruit, for sound practise will be seenhasresult of your labors.

Effect of the Truth

The principles of truth impressed upon the heamg upon line and
precept upon precept, will produce right action.eTRBible contains the
searching maxims which God has given to guide nmelhvaomen, youth and
children, through the conflicts of this life to ivem. The prayer of Christ
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was, "Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy Word tisith." However
enlightened the youth may be through Bible studiesiy nature is such that
unless the truth of which they have knowledge acfised in the daily life,
every attempt to elevate and ennoble will be uniepi The parents have a
serious responsibility resting upon them to coojgevath the teachers in the
Sabbath-school.

There are hearts that the Lord has touched with Hdily Spirit. No
sooner does grace begin its work in the soul, tharheart is humbled and
subdued; there is no wrestling for the supremanageps gone; there is such
a sense of the love of Christ in giving His life ®nful beings that there is
no desire to become self-exalted. The convertedsers that his Redeemer
lived a life of humility, and he desires to walk His footsteps. The
missionary spirit is awakened in his heart; andilevivalking humbly and
circumspectly, in accordance with his faith, he cast rest until he is
engaged in the work of trying to win souls to Chride wants every one to
know the preciousness of a Saviour's love. In loskvof faith and devoted
labor, he will meet with strong temptations analf; for the Lord tests all
His children. If he has the root of the matter iimhhe will become more and
more firmly established in the truth. If Christabiding in his heart by faith,
sin appears revolting. While he will have love,dmess, and tenderness for
the scholars under his charge, he will feel thah dégithful servant he must
discipline and preserve order in his class. Ifitrigtcherished, the love of the
Saviour is revealed in his words and deportmeng Word of God with him
is not a dead letter; he will give not only lip\aee, but heart service.

Every Sabbath-school worker who has passed fronthdeato life
through the transforming grace of Christ, will ralvéhe deep moving of the
Spirit of God upon his own heart. Those who attetopdirect others, who
make a pretension of guiding souls to the pathatihbss, while their own
life is marked with pleasure-loving, with pride,dawith love of display, are
unfaithful servants. Their life is not in accordamnith their profession; their
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influence is an offense to God. They need a thdrocgnversion. Their
hearts are so filled up with rubbish that theren@s room for ennobling,
elevated truth. The soul temple needs to be refipadfied, cleansed; for
Satan rather than Christ is abiding in the heart.

It is essential that care should be taken whenmamen and women in
positions of trust. You should know something igael to their past life,
and the character that has been developed. Youdwumetter double your
classes under God-fearing workers than to multighchers whose influence
IS not in accordance with the holy character ofitrewhich we profess, for
their influence will be demoralizing. Let every ésunonest-hearted worker
be encouraged to work on, keeping in view the faat every one will be
rewarded as his works have been. Work with an eygesto the glory of
God. Do not refuse to bear responsibilities becgosehave a sense of your
weakness and inefficiency. God can give you stieagtd wisdom if you are
consecrated to Him and keep humble. Let none thrslagghfulness refuse to
work; and let none rush ahead, urging his servicenat is not wanted.

Duty to Labor for Others

Let every true worker be grateful to God that heasored in having an
opportunity of working for the Master. Watch forpmstunities to do good,
and improve the talents God has given you, seajiage daily that you may
succeed in doing good. The lost opportunities fmng good in the past may
well humble you to the dust, and lead you to watatefully lest you should
let slip opportunities of being a blessing to othéfow many times the hour
has come with its work, but the worker was notiatgost of duty! Words
might have been said to help and strengthen weals struggling under
temptation, but they were never spoken. Well-dedgiersonal efforts might
have been put forth, and have saved a soul frorihdaad hid a multitude of
sins, but there was no one to make the effort.ndgigent ones will have to
meet their neglect in the day of God. Most precimuthe blood of Christ,
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which cleanses from all sin. A sense of the redegrtove of Christ should
lead us to embrace every opportunity of doing goduese moments are
exceedingly precious if improved to the glory ofdsa’hose who are in
pursuit of earthly riches are watching constantlgd asharply their
opportunities of gaining their desired object; amorkers for Christ should
be no less earnest in winning souls to Him. They fma colaborers with
Christ if they, by imitating Christ's example, doaogl to all brought within
the sphere of their influence. For Christ's sakéhle teachers and the leading
workers in your Sabbath-school be men and womenlod®and fear God,;
men and women who realize the responsibility oirthesition, as those who
are watching for souls and must render an accau@ad for the influence
they exert over those under their charge.

We must have an increase of faith, else we carbaaenewed in the
divine image, and love and obey the requirementsad. Let the prayer go
forth from unfeigned lips, "Lord, increase my faitlgive me divine
enlightenment; for without help from thee | can dothing." Come in
humility and bow before God; open before the LoodiryBibles, containing
the divine promises; take your position upon themake a covenant with
God that you will answer His requirements; tell Hyou will believe,
without any other evidence except the naked pramiBeis is not
presumption; but unless you work with zeal, unlges are earnest and
determined, Satan will obtain the advantage, andwidl be left in unbelief
and darkness. The words and promises of God armenligdoundation of our
faith. Take the Word of God as truth, as a liviageaking voice to you, and
obey faithfully every requirement. God is faithfwho hath promised. He
will work with the efforts of superintendents areht¢hers. Our blessings are
limited by the weakness of our faith. God is nowviling to bestow; He is a
reservoir of power. We must cherish meekness amtiness of heart. We
may have rich evidences of His love and mercy dailpur self-denying
efforts to do others good. | entreat the workersun Sabbath-schools to put
on the whole armor of God, and, as faithful soklief Jesus Christ, show
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their fidelity. God will reward every word thatd®ne to His glory.
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Chapter 7

Possiblilities in Sabbath-School Work

Our Sabbath-schools are nothing less than Bibleeses, and in the
sacred work of teaching the truths of God's Wanegytcan accomplish far
more than they have hitherto accomplished. The &hakichool, when
rightly managed, possesses marvelous power, adhisted to doing a great
work, but it is not now what it may and should ke influence growing out
of Sabbath-school work should improve and enlalgeahurch; but in no
case should it ever be allowed to divert from th&erests of the church.
There is a most precious missionary field in thbldadh-school, and if there
are now omens of good, they are only indicationd laeginnings of what
may be done.

The great work of opening the Bible from house tmgde in Bible
readings gives an added importance to the Sabbhtieswork, and makes
it evident that the teachers in the schools shdeadconsecrated men and
women, who understand the Scriptures, and canlyigiide the word of
truth. The idea of holding Bible readings is a leaborn idea, and opens
the way to put hundreds of young men and women timofield to do an
important work, which otherwise could not have bdene.

The Bible is unchained. It can be carried to evaan's door, and its
truths may be presented to every man's conscidhese are many who, like
the noble Bereans, will search the Scriptures dalythemselves, when the
truth is presented, to see whether or not thesgshare so. Christ has said,
"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think yeéhaternal life, and they are
they which testify of Me." Jesus, the world's Radeg bids men not only to
read, but to "search the Scriptures.” This is atgaed important work, and it
IS committed to us, and in doing this we shall weatly benefited; for
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obedience to Christ's command will not go unrewadrdi¢e will crown with
especial tokens of His favor this act of loyaltyfalowing the light revealed
in His Word.

Great Light for the Earnest Seeker

As soon as the seeker for truth opens the Bibledd the utterances of
God with reverence, possessing an earnest deskaow "what saith the
Lord," light and grace will be given him, and hdl\see wondrous things out
of God's law. He will not regard the law of Jehowaha yoke of bondage,
but as the gracious commands of One who is all-amgkfull of compassion.
He will make haste to fulfill His requirements. @Gteruths which have been
neglected and unappreciated for ages, will be tedday the Spirit of God,
and new meaning will flash out of familiar textsveley page will be
illuminated by the Spirit of truth. The Bible is tngealed but unsealed. The
most precious truths are revealed; the living @s@re heard by wondering
ears, and the consciences of men are arousedcino .a

Gather the infants with lisping lips, the youth dahd aged, and set them
to the task of solving mysteries which have notrbeemprehended by the
wise men of earth, although possessed of giant snifilde weighty truths of
God's Word are for those who are humble and wiltmdearn at the feet of
the Divine Teacher. Jesus rejoiced in spirit beeaafsthis fact, and said, "
thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and eartlgusecThou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revetdleoh unto babes. Even
so, Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight."

Let not narrow ideas proscribe and bind about yalbiors. "The field is
the world." The doctrines of truth are plainly raled on every page of the
Word of God, and yet the enemy has power to blidrinds of the self-
sufficient, so that the plainest and simplest atiees may not be understood.
Let the truth be taught to our children. Let theendbmed with the revelation
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of the Word of God. Let them be able to tell wisatwritten in the Scriptures
of truth. Let the minister from the desk, with lifmiched with a coal from
off the altar of heaven, speak the words of lifat tWill burn their way into
the heart and soul of those who, although wisdnenwisdom of the world,
do not comprehend the wisdom that is from above.

The question, "What is truth?" should be asked wigicided interest.
We must respond to the command of God, and go fonfram light to a
greater light. There is no such thing as the smddig Christ standing still,
careless and inactive. There are constant improntsm® be made. The
providence of God is leading us on step by stapaépath of obedience. Let
parents and teachers impress upon the minds afhildren that the Lord is
proving them in this life, to see if they will remdobedience to Him with
love and reverence. Those who would not be obediethrist here would
not obey Him in the eternal world. The Lord is dagkto fit them for the
heavenly mansions that Jesus has gone to prepato&z who love Him.

The Lessons to Be Taught

Do not make the Sabbath-school lessons dry andlegs: Leave the
impression upon the mind that the Bible, and thaleBalone, is our rule of
faith, and that the sayings and doings of men at@éabe a criterion for our
doctrines or actions. One grand lesson must behtaingthe children, and
that is that they must be free from every partimleegotism and bigotry.
Teach them that Christ died to save sinners, aasidthiose who are not of our
faith are to be labored for with great tendernass f@rbearance, for their
souls are precious in the sight of God. No one nhestregarded with
contempt. There must be no Pharisaism, no selfeaiisness.

There are many true Christians not of our faiththwwhom we come in
contact, who live according to the best light ttiety have, and they are in
greater favor with God than are those who havetgrdight but who have
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not improved it by showing corresponding works.olke time the disciples
found a man who was doing a work in Christ's naame, John, relating the
matter to Jesus, said, "We forbade him, becaus®llmeveth not us;" but
Jesus rebuked his spirit, and told his followegt tthe that is not against us
Is on our part." The Way, the Truth, and the Lyi&] be clearly revealed in
the words, the spirit, and the deportment of theke believe in and learn of
Jesus. Parents and teachers should manifest tlikerésh interest and
sympathy for those who are not believers in théhtrfthey should never,
either by word or action, wound a soul, the purehafsChrist's blood. If the
older ones manifest a cold, harsh, unsympathetiat,siihe children will
manifest the same, and their characters will nombelded after the divine
model. We must patiently educate the children andlyto feel that they are
required of God to be missionaries, that they areto be selfish, narrow,
and bigoted, but broad in their ideas and sympsitiiell work in love and
manifest Christian courtesy, they will be winnefssouls, and will bring
precious sheaves to the Master.

One thing is certain, there is too little of theirispof love among
Seventh-day Adventists, both in church and Sabbeltiool work. The
workers and learners aim for too low a standartindéd to be enlarged, to
have higher and holier aspirations, to inhale a&patmosphere. Young men
and women are to come forth from our Sabbath-sshaaold colleges to
become missionaries for God. They need the very dlesstruction and
religious training. They need that virtue that cenfeom God, added to
knowledge, which will qualify them for trying andsponsible positions. The
intellectual and spiritual growth should be as redrlas the development of
the physical powers. The young should feel the ss&teof being strong and
competent intellectually as well as spiritually. Mafail to acquire this
power, not because they are lacking in ability, letause they fail to apply
themselves with determined and diligent effort. isbould make the very
most of their opportunities, and become care-takererder to be able to
bear the burdens and share the responsibilitidhasfe who are worn and
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laden. The most important of all missionary workastrain workers to go
into the field to preach the gospel to every creatu

Let the Sabbath-school teacher be an example th, fan charity, in
doctrine, and deportment. Let him dress with siomyli Let him show the
beauty of the natural and true, in contrast with thise and artificial. Let
him teach his scholars to love God, giving thene lupon line, and precept
upon precept, little by little adding new featurtes the truth, till it is
delineated before the minds in its attractiveneskleeauty. Let him pray and
work until he sees his charges bound to the trarial, in possession of the
love of God, which passeth knowledge.
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Chapter 8

Responsibilities of Parents and Teachers

| feel a deep interest in our Sabbath-schools titrout the land,
because | believe them to be instrumentalities ofl @®r the education of
our youth in the truths of the Bible. Constant g6should be made by both
parents and teachers to interest the youth in msatieeternal importance.
The Sabbath-school is a missionary field, and venych more of the
missionary spirit should be manifested in this img@ot work than has been
manifested in the past. In every grade, in botmary and advanced classes,
teachers need to look constantly to the great soofdight for wisdom, for
grace, and for power to mould the hearts of thehotars, and that they may
deal intelligently with the purchase of Christ'sdd. Each teacher should be
a humble follower of Him who is meek and lowly iedrt. No one should
study or work that he may be considered a supé&seeher, or a person of
unusual ability, but that he may lead souls to §&hrirhere will come
temptations to weave self into all that is dond,the work will be marred if
this is done, for it will lead to making dry, lehgtremarks that will fail to
interest or benefit the minds of the children.

While it is essential that wise, patient effortosld be made by the
teacher, the work must not be left altogether te 8abbath-school and
church worker, but it must find its foundation asupport in the work of the
home. Parents have a sacred responsibility andgeh@aymmitted to them,
and they are called upon to keep their chargeegtr teir responsibility in
the fear of God, watching for the souls of theilldien and they who must
give an account.

Home missionary work has been strangely negledtadse who have
had the greatest reason for earnest, Christ-likeitsmle for the salvation of
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their children, have been indifferent to their @sgibilities, and have lightly
regarded the wants of their households. The redpbtyswhich God has
given to men and women as parents, many have gHrfien themselves to
the Sabbath-school worker and to the church inflteenBut each
instrumentality has its work, and parents who neigtbeir part will be
weighed in the balances and found wanting.

The instruction of Christ from the pillar of cloud the children of
Israel, defines the duty of parents, and is notefimite or hard to be
understood. This instruction is for our admonitiamd benefit. "Therefore
shall ye lay up these My words in your heart anglaar soul, and bind them
for a sign upon your hand, that they may be asltsmbetween your eyes."
In every work of their hands, they were to remember commandment of
the Lord. It was to be bound upon their hands,litertally, but to exert an
influence over every transaction of their lives.was to be as frontlets
between their eyes. Their minds were to dwell upoa truth of God's
commandments, and they were to be governed by phieiciples. "And ye
shall teach them your children, speaking of thenenvthou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, when liestidown, and when
thou risest up. And thou shalt write them upondber-posts of thine house,
and upon thy gates; that your days may be multpkend the days of your
children, in the land which the Lord sware untoytaihers to give them, as
the days of heaven upon the earth." ...

Teach Modesty and Humility

The direction given by the Son of God to Moses,tha instruction of
the children of Israel, is just as essential nowt ass then, and it should be
heeded as diligently by parents today as by Gattgenat people. Religion
must be woven into every part of the home life & would see the results
that God has designed as the fruit of following Wesy. Pride, self-esteem,
and boldness are marked characteristics of thdremlof this day, and they
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are the curse of the age. When | see this undkéstinlovely manifestation
on every side, and then see parents and teaclekiageo display the ability
and proficiency of their children and scholarspi pained to the heart; for |
know that it is exactly the opposite course frone thne that should be
pursued.

Parents and teachers who gather their knowledge the Bible, who
are governed in mind and action by its holy pritesp need not go astray,
and be found in by and forbidden paths. The maseshlessons of modesty
and humility are to be taught to the children, bathhome and in the
Sabbath-school. They are to be instructed as thitjflteclaims of the law of
God, and as to their responsibility before Him. Tagsons that should be
presented to them should be of such a characteoakl qualify them for
usefulness in this life, and for a place in theifat immortal kingdom.

"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all teimeart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy might. And these woreasg)ich | command thee
this day, shall be in thine heart; and thou sketh them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sitiasthine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest doamj when thou risest
up." These words plainly define the duty of pareand teachers; and if they
will follow this instruction, they will not fail tosee the best results. How
different would have been the scriptural recordtled history of Israel, a
nation so highly favored of the Lord, if they haaed out the instruction
given them from the pillar of cloud by the Son bétliving God. But they
did not diligently follow the admonitions given. & failed to teach their
children the requirements of God; and the sad t®sué pictured before us
in a nation rejected of God. They separated sdrdan the wisdom of God
that when the great Teacher, Jesus, the world'edteer, appeared, they
cried, "Away with Him!" The tradition of men was m&highly revered than
the commandments of God. False practises and humaantions had taken
the place of the pure teaching of God. That whiels ¥ have become a part
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of their being, was regarded as of small consecquand little worth.

When Christ came into the world to exemplify treéigion, and to exalt
the principles that should govern the hearts aribrec of men, falsehood
had taken so deep a hold upon those who had hgaeablight, that they no
longer comprehended the light, and had no inclmato yield up tradition
for truth. They rejected the heavenly Teacher, tbeyified the Lord of
glory, that they might retain their own customs andentions. The very
same spirit is manifested in the world today. Mem averse to investigating
truth, lest their traditions should be disturbedd a new order of things
should be brought in. There is with humanity a tamsliability to err, and
men are naturally inclined to highly exalt humaead and knowledge, while
the divine and eternal is not discerned or apptedialo those who were
unprejudiced, the words of Christ were as the lighin heaven. "He spake
as never man spake." As the great Teacher prestdesbsorbing realities
of the eternal future, the things of this perishimgrld were eclipsed. How
eagerly did those who had been praying for ligiseiee the truth. But the
proud and self-righteous refused His message.

How to Teach

How important are the lessons that may be givethéochildren and
youth in unfolding the Scriptures in the simplicd§ Christ! Let the teacher
leave all his hard, high-sounding words at home, take only the simplest
words, that will be readily comprehended by thedsiof the young. But in
order to be a successful teacher, not only shdwddrtethods of teaching be
simple, but you must take sympathy and love witlhi yato the Sabbath-
school. The children will recognize this elemend & influenced by it. Men
and women are only grown-up children. Do we nopoesl to words and
looks of real sympathy and love? Jesus, the divViaacher, assured His
disciples of His love toward them. He assumed humanre for no other
purpose than to display to men the mercy, the laad,the goodness of God
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in providing for the salvation and happiness of Eligatures. It was for this
end that He died. While uttering His tenderest woaf sympathy, He
rejoiced in the consciousness that He intended @o "elxceedingly
abundantly," above what they were able to ask ioktHDaily He exhibited
before them, in works of blessing to man, how gread His tenderness and
love to the fallen race. His heart was a fountdimexhaustible compassion,
from which the longing heart could be supplied viite water of life.

When Jesus spoke to the people, they were astohahdis doctrine;
for He taught them as one having authority, and astthe scribes. The
scribes had labored to establish their theories tla@y had to labor to sustain
them, and to keep their influence over the mindshef people, by endless
repetition of fables and childish traditions. Thadtiest models of public
instruction consisted largely in going through hieas rounds of unmeaning
ceremonies, and in the repetition of frivolous epms. The teaching of Jesus
inculcated the weightiest ideas and the most s@blimths in the most
comprehensible and simple manner, and "the comnemple heard Him
gladly." This is the kind of instruction that shdube given in our Sabbath-
schools. Light, heaven's light, must be reflectennf Jesus, the wonderful
Teacher, and the souls of the children and youtht e illumined with the
divine glory of His character and love. Thus theldren may be led in
beautiful simplicity to "the Lamb of God, which &tk away the sin of the
world."--Sabbath-School Worker, April 1, 1889, pht.
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Chapter 9

Need of Genuine Religion in Our Sabbath-Schools

Our Sabbath-schools are not what the Lord woulcehithem to be, for
there is altogether too much dependence placed fgygomand machinery,
while the life-giving power of God is not manifedtéor the conversion of
souls, for whom Christ died. This order of thingsignbe changed if our
Sabbath-schools meet the purpose for which thegt.e¥i/e must have
consecrated teachers, who love God supremely aedn teighbors as
themselves. The Lord has made ample provision tdethers may have
increased ability from Sabbath to Sabbath, thay tmay teach to some
purpose, working as for time and eternity. We negedur schools young
men and women who have vital godliness, not a cheaperficial
experience, but a deep inward piety that resutimftearning daily in the
school of Christ, that they may impart to others gnecious lessons which
Christ has taught them.

Those who are satisfied with following a certairy drder, of going
through a round, will miss the mark, and fail of thork that should be done
by a Sabbath-school teacher; but if those who engagthis important
branch of God's cause are Christians in the fuitseof the word, doing the
work given them of God in His fear, working withvie for souls, for whom
Christ died, they will be laborers together withds&Vhen superintendents
and teachers give themselves without reserve to, @my will not only
resolve, but put their resolutions into effect. 8gon as the workers in
Sabbath and day schools enter upon their propéek, wgth a full realization
of their dependence upon God, the grace of Chiisto@ supplied to unite
with their human effort. It is important that evemprker should understand
that conviction and conversion of souls follow tteeoperation of the human
effort with the divine power. Entire consecratidnsoul must be maintained
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as much by the teachers and superintendents ofalipath-schools as by
the ministers in our pulpits, for all alike are aggd in the work of bringing
souls to Christ. Each in his place is to work, &b @hrist, in the spirit of

love, for the erring and impenitent. This is whaitri&t would see in the
Sabbath-school work.

Teachers Should Be Exemplary

The teachers should set a right example beforeydlgh, in spirit, in
deportment, and in dress. They should be attirgolam, simple garments;
and their spirit should be as humble as a childs,pure and elevated, for
they stand in the presence of God, to represertitamcter of Christ to their
scholars. In the spirit of devotion, with tendemes$ heart, they should look
upon their charges, remembering that Jesus saatke"'heed that ye despise
not one of these little ones; for | say unto ydattin heaven their angels do
always behold the face of My Father which is invea" The angels of God
that behold the face of the Father in heaven awking upon the children
and youth, whom you, as living agents for God, &aching the way of
salvation: Think of this, superintendents and teeshyou are in the
presence of heavenly angels, doing work the charadtwhich will testify
to your fidelity or unfaithfulness to Christ.

If teachers would ever bear in mind that it is Hay Spirit that must
reveal to the soul glimpses of heavenly things, tad as they work in the
Spirit of Christ, this heavenly agent is impressing mind with divine truth;
if they would ever realize that angels are aboatrththat they are standing
upon holy ground, much more efficient work woulddmne in our Sabbath-
schools. The teachers would not be devoid of sgirigrace and power, for
they would have a realization of the divine preseniibey would understand
that they were but the human agents through whonsGhlas imparting His
heavenly light. Their labors would be instinct wearnestness and power,
and they would know that the Spirit helpeth thefirmities.
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The superintendents and teachers in our Sabbatioischmust be
converted, rescued from their habitual insensyilithe precious lessons of
truth must not be taught in a tame, lifeless wayt, by daily communion
with the Lord, by a reception of the bright beambk tbe Sun of
Righteousness, life-giving power must be addedéar tefforts to win souls
to Christ. They must continually keep the mind sthyipon Christ, that the
thoughts and impulses may be of a spiritual charaeind that their manner
and method of teaching may be subject to the dictaif the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit in its highest manifestation to merno enable them to put
forth their best energies, as God is working imhe will and to do of His
own good pleasure.

"Without Me," Christ says, "ye can do nothing." TWwerker is not to be
left alone. The Spirit of God is given unto himathe may will and do of
God's good pleasure, that he may make no provisiothe flesh, to fulfil
the lusts thereof. Then, teacher, follow the legsdiof the Spirit. As the
Spirit of God draws the hearts of the children awodith, you draw with
tenderness and love, inviting them, and pleadintih whem to give their
hearts to God.

The children and youth are Christ's purchased gsgs® He has bought
them with an infinite price. Jesus loves the littlees. He looks with pity
upon the young, for He knows how Satan will seekttoact them into the
broad way, making it look enticing to their eyesdaesus bids the angels to
take special charge of these inexperienced somlshair homes, in their
school life, and in the Sabbath-school. The S@rdontinually striving with
them, seeking to draw them to God; and the labgether with God will
feel his responsibility, and will earnestly workwin souls to Christ.
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Prayer and Patience Needed

The scholars in your class may be perverse andatopinclined to
evil, they may severely test your patience, andtlyeir hearts are soil into
which you may sow heavenly seed that will bear véwt for good. If the
teacher is not imbued with the Spirit of God, hdl Wwecome discouraged,
lose his self-control, and, by an impatient worgl,absevere reprimand, may
cut off all his influence, and make a failure of ork.

The Sabbath-school teachers have need of walkingfutly and
prayerfully before God. They must labor as those wiust give an account.
They are given an opportunity to win souls for Ghriand the longer the
youth remain in impenitence, the more confirmedytibecome in their
resistance of the Spirit of God. With increase eding it is probable that there
will be a decrease of sensibility to divine thingsjiminished susceptibility
to the influences of religion. Every day Satan vgot@éd fasten them in their
habits of disobedience, their spirit of impeniten@nd there is less
probability that they will become Christians. Andhat shall be the account
finally to be rendered by indifferent teachers? Wioes moral diffidence
bind the soul of the teacher, and make him reluctanput forth proper
efforts for the conversion of precious souls of tyoand children? Why not
let the Holy Spirit create an atmosphere aboutsthd that will drive away
moral darkness and bring heavenly light to others?

The truly converted laborer in the Sabbath-schatl et be moulded
after the customs and practises of the world, but stand in moral
independence. He will set an example that will lom®ststent with his
profession, coming out from the world, and maintagra separation from its
spirit and fashions. He will not be turned in tleadt from his steadfast
purpose to be one with Christ, nor yield an iotanfrhis stand of fidelity to
God, in opposition to pride, to indulgence in s#fiamusement, to
expenditure of means for the gratification of inalion or love of display,
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but will be an example in spirit, deportment, amnelss.

Sabbath-school worker, which will you meet, thendexd of Christ or
that of the world? Oh, will you say, "I will lifthee cross and follow Jesus?"
Will you not cultivate His tenderness in persuasithis earnestness in
exhortation, and exemplify the exalted principléshe truth, manifesting in
life and character what the religion of Christ lkdase for you? Shall we not
all heed the exhortation of the apostle, "Put yehenLord Jesus Christ, and
make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the taghereof"?

There is need of representing genuine religion eetbe youth. Such
religion will prove a vital power, an all-pervadimgfluence. From heartfelt
devotion, joyousness, freshness, and continualtiromill spring, and this is
the religion that the youth must behold if they &rde drawn to Christ. This
kind of religion will leave its divine impressiorpan souls, and its possessor
will be renewed both mentally and physically by te&eshing grace of God.

Try it for one year, you who are educators andheesin our Sabbath
and day schools, and see if you will not be ablesdg, "The Lord hath
wrought wondrously for us, for many souls have beemught to the Master,
as precious sheaves for the heavenly garner."-&laibchool Worker,
December 1, 1891, par. 13.
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Chapter 10

Cooperation with Christ

The Sabbath-school teacher should be a laboretthigevith God,
cooperating with Christ. Do not be content withifaléss, formal religion.
The object of Sabbath-school work should be thgaitinering of souls. The
order of working may be faultless, the facilitidisthat could be desired; but
if the children and youth are not brought to Chttisé school is a failure; for
unless souls are drawn to Christ, they become manel more
unimpressionable under the influence of a formdigian. The teacher
should cooperate, as he knocks at the door of ¢agt lof those who need
help. If pupils respond to the pleading of the Bpand open the door of the
heart, that Jesus may come in, He will open thedeustanding, that they
may comprehend the things of God. The teacher'k @imple work, but if
it is done in the Spirit of Jesus, depth and edficy will be added to it by the
operation of the Spirit of God.

There should be much personal work done in the &hkdrhool. The
necessity of this kind of work is not recognizedl appreciated as it should
be. From a heart filled with gratitude for the loee God, which has been
imparted to the soul, the teacher should laborddpndand earnestly for the
conversion of his scholars.

What evidence can we give to the world that theb&tdbschool work is
not a mere pretense? It will be judged by its &uit will be estimated by the
character and work of the pupils. In our Sabbatiests the Christian youth
should be intrusted with responsibilities, thatytiheay develop their abilities
and gain spiritual power. Let the youth first gthemselves to God, and then
let them in their early experience be taught tghmhers. This work will
bring their faculties into exercise and enable thertearn how to plan and
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how to execute their plans for the good of thesoasates. Let them seek the
company of those who need help, not to engageadlisfoconversation, but
to represent Christian character, to be laboragsther with God, winning
those who have not given themselves to God.

In studying the Scriptures, in manifesting an uffselinterest in others,
in doing those things that will please the Savigoy will grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. Let eviegcher and scholar ask,
"What can | do that can be counted as good setwieBm who has died that
| might live?" The Master gives this answer, "Seekl save that which is
lost." You are to work in Christ's way, with patten with interest, with
determination that you will not feel discouragedyas work for time and
eternity, believing that Jesus can do much thrdughan ability consecrated
to His service. What higher privilege could we deshan to be laborers
together with God, making the most of our intruspedavers, that this very
work may be accomplished?

When young men and women are sober minded, andateltpiety and
devotion, they will let their light shine forth tthers, and there will be vital
power in the church. It would be well to have amhappointed for Bible
study, and let the youth, both converted and unedad, gather together for
prayer and for the relation of their experiencese youth should have a
chance to give expression to their feelings. It Mobe well to have a
judicious leader chosen at first, one who will thite and encourage a great
deal, by dropping a word now and then to help @anehgthen the youth in
the beginning of their religious experiences. Afteey have had a little
experience, let one of their number take the lesider and then another, and
in this way let workers be educated that will nthetapproval of God.

Behind Our Duty

In our efforts to help the youth we are woefullyhlmel our duty. We
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have had great light, but we lack in zeal and esdnass, and have not
fervency of spirit proportionate to the privilege® enjoy. We must rise
above the chilling atmosphere of unbelief with wiwee are surrounded, and
draw nigh to God, that He may draw nigh to us. Wesineducate the youth,
that they may learn how to work for the salvatidrsauls; and in educating
the youth for this work, we shall also learn howlabor more successfully,
becoming efficient agents in the hands of God f@ tonversion of our
scholars. We must become imbued with the spiriearhest labor, and lay
hold upon Christ, claiming Him as our only efficegn Our minds must be
enlarged, that we may have a proper realizatiothefthings pertaining to
eternal life. Our hearts must be softened and sedbdby the grace of Christ,
that we may become true educators.

Let superintendents and teachers inquire, Do ebelthe Word of God?
Am | giving myself to Him who hath given Himselfrfme, suffering a cruel
death upon the cross, that | might not perish lbnereverlasting life? Do we
believe that Jesus is drawing the souls of thosamal us, even those who
are living in impenitence and do not respond tod#eving power? Then, in
contrition of soul, say: "Master, | will draw withll my powers of influence,
| will draw unto Thee. | trust in Thee and in Thedene to touch and subdue
the heart by the power of the Holy Spirit."--Saltb&chool Worker, January
1, 1892, par. 7.
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Chapter 11

The Object of Sabbath-School Work

Christian teachers and students are responsibi&otbfor the gracious
privileges they enjoy, for they are to be laboteggether with God, bearing a
decided testimony to the power of God's saving eyiacthe sight of earth
and heaven. The efficiency and influence of thekes for God will be in
proportion to their moral elevation and purity. Ttnae Christian teachers
will discern the import of the Sabbath-school lesdor their understanding
will be opened to comprehend the gospel. They Milltheir light shine to
those who have taken no interest in the precioys o truth. The door of
the heart must be opened to receive the light sgifiom the Word. One
Christian student who receives the Word of God rhaythe means of
blessing his fellow-students. He can be a benefbthers if, patiently and
kindly and interestingly, he will go over the lesswith those who do not
take an interest in the things of God, and will mdiks instruction simple
and definite. This kind of work will require the eaxise of wisdom from
above, that the worker may approach in an acceptat@nner those who
most need help, and lead them to Christ, wherevtrgs of the soul may be
satisfied....

When the youth is converted, do not leave him iendss; give him
something to do in the vineyard of the Master. Adamy to his ability, let
him be employed; for the Lord has given to everynnigs work. Let us
cooperate with the Lord in every line, and set peration every means
whereby the powers of those connected with the dcmay be developed
for usefulness. The inhabitants of the world argirag themselves under the
banners of the two leaders of earth's inhabita@isist, the Prince of Life,
and Satan, the prince of darkness, are urging mérwamen and youth into
service. It is the work of the Christian teached @cholar to make earnest
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efforts that the ranks of Christ may be continualigreased, to invite every
soul to stand under the blood-stained banner ocBrEmmanuel.

Avoid Controversy

Lessons should be taught in the Sabbath-schoolntifiaghed light into
the chambers of heart and mind. And that this mayabcomplished, the
teachers must be under the influence of the HolyitSthat all selfishness
may be subdued, that no hasty word may be spokemconsiderate action
may be performed, but that the grace of God magnaeifested as working
with human effort for the salvation of souls. Thlsould be the great end of
Sabbath-school work. The Sabbath-school shouldoaomade a place for
controversy; it is not the place to make differenoé opinion manifested.
Let all this kind of work be kept out of the schoahd let harmony be
maintained. If ideas are advanced that are questidty members of the
school, let not a combative spirit arise and dismus and controversy
follow.

The Sabbath-school should be a place where thelgesfetruth are
searched for and rescued from their environmeswetafr, and placed in their
true setting in the framework of the gospel. Presigems of truth, long lost
sight of, are now to be restored to the childrenGafd. The themes of
justification by faith, the righteousness of Chrgtould be presented in our
schools, that the youth and children may understiagse important subjects,
and teachers and scholars may know the way oftsalvé&acred and eternal
principles connected with the plan of salvation éndong been lost from
sight, but they must be restored to their propacelin the plan of salvation,
and made to appear in their heavenly light, ancate the moral darkness
in which the world is enshrouded.

Let the youth take heed to the words of the wisa,iérust in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine owrderstanding." Let them
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walk softly, prayerfully, and carefully before theord, in continual
dependence upon Him, and at the same time exedlingheir powers,
improving all their opportunities, trusting to whae Lord can do with their
consecrated abilities. Let them inquire at eveepstis this the way of the
Lord?" Humility is a characteristic of those whovbarue wisdom, and, no
matter what may be their attainments, they will bet self-confident and
boastful.

Lifelong Service

The Lord calls for young men and women to gird teelwves for
lifelong, earnest labor in the Sabbath-school w&@pgasmodic efforts will
not avail to accomplish much good, or to make yaecessful laborers in the
work of God. By patient continuance in well-doingpu are to become
laborers together with God. You are to reckon yelwes the servants of
God by the day. Be diligent in your work for ongydand see that you make
no crooked paths for your feet, lest the lame bee out of the path of
rectitude by your misdoings.

The Lord would have teachers in the Sabbath-solodt who can give
whole-hearted service, who will increase theirritlley exercise, and make
improvement on what has already been attained. Odrd would have
working Christians in His church; for the workershfawer temptations than
those who have little to do. Those who truly bedien Christ will become
laborers together with God. They will be governed His Spirit; their
affections will be purified, their passions will m®ntrolled, and precious
fruits will appear in their lives for the glory d@bod; for those who truly
believe in Christ will reflect light. New light wilever be revealed on the
Word of God to him who is in living connection witthe Sun of
Righteousness. Let no one come to the conclusatrthlere is no more truth
to be revealed. The diligent, prayerful seekertifioth will find precious rays
of light yet to shine forth from the Word of God.akly gems are yet
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scattered that are to be gathered together to bedbm property of the
remnant people of God. But light is not given siyfa be a strength to the
church, but to be shed upon those who are in dasknéhe people of God
are to show forth the praises of Him who hath catleem out of darkness
into His marvelous light. Christ has said of Hioplke, "Ye are the light of
the world,” and it is the mission of light to shioait and illuminate the
darkness.

Oh, may teachers and pupils be what the Lord dedigmat they should
be when He gave His life that they might be thessamd daughters of God,
and win the crown of immortal glory!--Sabbath-Sch¥dorker, March 1,
1892, par.5.
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Chapter 12

Heart Work in Sabbath-School Teacher and Scholar

Every teacher in the Sabbath-school should belael of Christ, and
those who have not identified themselves as thaples of Christ, showing
by a consistent life that they are Christians, sthowt be invited to become
teachers in the Sabbath-school, for they have tredsome one first teach
them the foundation principles of the love and feaGod. "Without Me,"
Christ says, "ye can do nothing." Then of what galkould be the teaching
of one who knew nothing by personal experiencenefgower of Christ? It
would be a great inconsistency to urge such a ongke a class in the
Sabbath-school, but it is even worse to permit as<lto be under the
influence of a teacher whose dress and deportmemt the Saviour, whom
they profess to serve.

Those who teach in Sabbath-school must have tleairt$rwarmed and
invigorated by the truth of God, being not heaxarly, but also doers of the
Word. They should be nourished in Christ as thenddtas are nourished in
the vine. The dews of heavenly grace should fatinughem, that their hearts
may be like precious plants, whose buds open apdrekand give forth a
grateful fragrance, as flowers in the garden of Gbeachers should be
diligent students of the Word of God, and ever attbhe fact that they are
learning daily lessons in the school of Christ, anel able to communicate to
others the light they have received from Him whahis great Teacher, the
Light of the world.

Teachers should feel their responsibility, and malse of every
opportunity to improve, that they may render thetdend of service in a
manner that will result in the salvation of souBoth teachers and pupils
should awake to the importance of manifesting ifrgusnd perseverance in
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the study of God's Word. They should be much in momon with God,
where petty temptations will not control them, amdiolence and apathy will
be successfully resisted. No idleness, no selflgehce should be allowed
by those who profess to be Christian workers.

Point after point of truth should be investigatfxt;there is no limitation
to the truth of God, and in its study a most livalterest should be felt by
both teachers and pupils, that they may know wiat Bath said. For years
the voice of God has been saying to us, "Agitatgtate, agitate." Study
every point of truth, that you may know for youksd what is truth in
distinction from error. Let students search forntiselves, that they may
know the deep things of God. Let this work be doméhe Spirit of Christ.
Put no restriction upon the students.

In searching the Scriptures there is need of draatility of mind and
contrition of heart, of seeking earnestly unto Golose who come in a
lowly spirit, seeking for truth, will be aided ihdir search by the angels of
God.

The Lord will raise up men to bear the messageubh to the world and
to His people. If those in responsible positionsndd move onward in the
opening providences of God, bearing an appropnassage for this time,
the words of warning will be given to others whdlvae faithful to their
trust. Even youthful Christians will be chosen ¢oy'aloud and spare not."

A New Element

A new element must be brought into our Sabbathacivork in every
church, not an element of contention, but one eftypand purity. Self-
esteem and self-sufficiency are so prevalent that words of the True
Witness apply to many members of the Sabbath-scAdw@ True Witness
says: "I know thy works, that thou art neither cott hot; | would thou wert
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cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,resitther cold nor hot, |
will spue thee out of My mouth. Because thou sayesam rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of nothing;kaavest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, reaked; | counsel thee
to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayée rich; and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and thashia@ne of thy nakedness do
not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-sahat, thou mayest see. As
many as | love, | rebuke and chasten; be zeal@rsftbre, and repent.”

What is the character of the religious experienicthase who take part
in the Sabbath-school work? The light of truth haen shining in the minds
and hearts of teachers and scholars, that theydiffage it to those who are
out of Christ. The saving message is to be givethdse who have not yet
opened their hearts to receive the heavenly gtie Truth must be urged
upon the attention of those who seem indifferenallifelt a burden for the
souls for whom Christ died, how intense would be thterest in every
agency employed for the salvation of souls! Howelibur thoughts would be
upon the indulgence of self, upon display in dress] upon seeking for
amusement! How little money would be expended fawedainments and
pleasure if we realized the importance of investng means in the cause of
God, which demands every penny not needed for lastuas.

Pray that the Holy Spirit may come to your heaatsd then you will
wear Christ's yoke, and bear His burden, and grniavéomplete union with
Jesus. Our views are too narrow; we need a moeneé&t vision, that we
may take in the wants of the cause.

What the cause most needs is consecrated young@ntewomen, who
feel a personal responsibility for the advance lef work, and who will
cooperate with divine agencies to shed light i moral darkness of the
world.
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Many who profess to be Christians do not more thalh believe the
Word of God. They do not study it earnestly, butsigaprecious time in
reading novels and story-books. A mere intellectwadlerstanding of the
Word of God will not be sufficient to influence thabits of the life, for the
life is regulated by the condition of the heart. &dlSabbath-school teachers
have taught the lessons of external revelationy therk is but just begun,
and they should not cease their labor until theyehavidence that the

precepts of heaven are not only accepted by therstahding of the pupil,
but written upon the heart.
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Chapter 13

The Teacher Must Be a Learner

"Flee also youthful lusts; but follow righteousnefssth, charity, peace,
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heBirit foolish and unlearned
guestions avoid, knowing that they do gender sirfif@hose who would
become the educators of the youth and children teash much, very much,
both in precept and experience, in order that thay be successful laborers
for God. They must grow in grace and in the knog&af our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, attaining unto the measurth@fstature of Christ.
Growth in grace is a testimony to the fact that woe abiding in Christ as
the branch is abiding in the vine. If you abideHim, you will have power to
discern spiritual truth, for spiritual things agargually discerned.

"l have written unto you, young men, because yesam@ng, and the
Word of God abideth in you, and ye have overconeewitked one." God
calls upon the young men and young women to makentbst of their
intrusted ability. He would have you cultivate habof industry, habits of
study, that you may improve the talents He hasrgi@u. God will accept
your service, and the improvement of your talebtg,He can not look with
approval upon half-hearted, half-way work. Evenarimh of God's work
calls for the exercise of the highest ability; @&ndands that you shall bring
into requisition every available help, that you Isldirect your noblest
impulses to the propagation of the truth. The exklsacred character of the
work requires the enlistment of the highest intgllal and spiritual powers,
that it may be properly represented before those shin darkness and in
the shadow of death.

If you are called to be a teacher in any brancthefwork of God, you
are called also to be a learner in the school afs€CHf you take upon you
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the sacred responsibility of teaching others, yake tupon you the duty of
going to the bottom of every subject you seek tiche If you present a
subject from the Word of God to your pupils in t8abbath-school, you
should make the reasons for your faith so plairt yiear scholars shall be
convinced of its truth. You should diligently sdarand compare the
evidences of the Word of God on messages that kidsde the church, that
you may know what is truth, and be able to direose who look to you into
the way of righteousness.

Listen with Candor

When asked to hear the reasons of a doctrine thatyg not understand,
do not condemn the message until you have givera ithorough
investigation, and know from the Word of God thasinot tenable. If | had
an opportunity, | would speak to the students @&rg\Gabbath-school in the
land, lifting up my voice in earnest appeal thatytigo to the Word of God,
seeking for truth and light. God has precious lightome to His people at
this very time, and you should strive earnestlyaur investigations to aim
at nothing less than a thorough knowledge of eyaint of truth, that you
may not be found in the day of God among those e not lived by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

The momentous issues at stake through neglecteoMibrd of God
should be carefully considered. The study of theléBis worthy of the best
mental effort, the most sanctified ability. Whemnlgght is presented to the
church, it is perilous to shut yourselves away frimRefusing to hear
because you are prejudiced against the messade anéssenger will not
make your case excusable before God. To condemnvtheh you have not
heard and do not understand will not exalt yourdars in the eyes of those
who are candid in their investigations of truth.dAto speak with contempt
of those whom God has sent with a message of tsutblly and madness. If
our youth are seeking to educate themselves todokens in His cause, they
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should learn the way of the Lord, and live by ewsnord that proceedeth out
of His mouth. They are not to make up their mirfelst the whole truth has
been unfolded, and that the Infinite One has noentight for His people. If
they entrench themselves in the belief that thelevtrath has been revealed,
they will be in danger of discarding precious jesvef truth that shall be
discovered as men turn their attention to the $@agcof the rich mine of
God's Word.

Those who have entered upon the work of teachingyhm have been
called to any position of responsibility, shouldt i@ satisfied to take the
product of the researches of other minds, but seyld investigate truth for
themselves. If they do not form the habit of inigesing themes of truth for
themselves, they will become superficial in théde bnd acquirements. The
opinions of your associates may be of value to Youti,you should not rely
upon them and have no definite ideas of your owsu ¥hould examine the
truths you have been led to believe, until you kribat they are without a
flaw. You lose much when you do not bring everynpaif faith you hold to
the law and to the testimony, for you do not seappreciate the truth as it
is. Oh, that all our youth might appreciate theipgpge that God has given! It
is His will that you should go to the source of kEdjht, and receive the
enlightenment of His Spirit (for this will be givea every humble seeker for
truth), and then you will know that the Spirit atie Word agree, and know
that you know what is truth. What assurance thiswadge gives! You can
then speak with power, proclaiming what you hawried as truth, knowing
that you have not followed cunningly-devised fables
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Chapter 14

The Spirit of Investigation Essential

"But continue thou in the things which thou hastrieed and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned theamd; that from a child
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are ablmake thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesudl 3cripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrirfer reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness; that the man ajdGmay be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works."

There is yet much precious truth to be revealetiégoeople in this time
of peril and darkness, but it is Satan's determmegose to prevent the light
of truth from shining into the hearts of men. If weuld have the light that
has been provided for us, we should show our ddsiret by diligently
searching the Word of God. Precious truths thatHamg been in obscurity
are to be revealed in a light that will make mastiféneir sacred worth; for
God will glorify His Word, that it may appear inlight in which we have
never before beheld it. But those who professye e truth must put to the
stretch their powers, that they may comprehendlédsp things of the Word,
that God may be glorified and His people may bed#d and enlightened.
With humble hearts, subdued by the grace of God, sfwuld come to the
task of searching the Scriptures, prepared to aesapy ray of divine light,
and to walk in the way of holiness.

In searching the Scriptures you are not to ende&wvanterpret their
utterances so as to agree with your preconceivemsidout come as a learner
to understand the foundation principles of thehfaf Christ. With eager
interest, with fervent prayer, come to the Wordzafd, that you may know
what is truth, manifesting the same spirit as dadidnael when he earnestly
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besought the Lord that he might know the truth.hLigiill come to every
earnest seeker for truth, as it came to Nathadasls saw him as he bowed
in prayer under the fig tree, and while he wag palitioning for light, the
messenger came to call him, and to lead him toSberce of all light.
"Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, Wada found Him, of whom
Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, deduNazareth, the Son of
Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him, Can theregang thing come out of
Nazareth?" Prejudice and unbelief sprang up inhrert of Nathanael, but
Philip did not try to combat it. He said, "Come as®®. Jesus saw Nathanael
coming to Him, and saith of him, Behold an Israeindeed, in whom is no
guile. Nathanael saith unto Him, Whence knowestulime? Jesus answered
and said unto him, Before that Philip called theben thou wast under the
fig tree, | saw thee. Nathanael answered and gdml lum, Rabbi, Thou art
the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel.”

How easily was Nathanael convinced! And with whiapure Jesus
looked upon his sincere, guileless faith! "Jesusaaned and said unto him,
Because | said unto thee, | saw thee under thidey believest thou? thou
shalt see greater things than these. And He saith him, Verily, verily, |
say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven opwhtltee angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of man."n@eer honors unbelief
and questioning and doubt. When He speaks, His wgotd be recognized
and carried out in the daily actions. And if theafteof man is in living
connection with God, the voice that cometh fromvabwill be recognized.

Controversy to be Avoided

While there is need of thorough investigation o #Word of God, that
precious truth may be discovered and brought td,lige should be guarded,
that the spirit of controversy does not controldar discussions of the
Sabbath-school lesson. In bringing out points uptich there may be a
difference of opinion, the grace of Christ shouddrbanifested by those who
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are seeking for an understanding of the Word of. Gbére should be liberty
given for a frank investigation of truth, that eanhy know for himself what
Is the truth. Among the pupils of the Sabbath-sthioere should be a spirit
of investigation, that those who are old enoughkliszern evidence may be
encouraged to search for fresh rays of light, andgpreciate all that God
may send to His people. The light which God wilhddo His people will
never appear unless there is a diligent searcHitlgedNVord of truth.

The world is full of all manner of error of a miating nature, and it is
essential that both pupils and teachers know thmey know what is truth.
There is need that we reverence the Word of Godetwhnize His voice in
the living oracles, that we may practise its présegmd live by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Thosedbahe will of God shall
know of the doctrine whether it be of God, for recdption will cloud their
minds. God calls every one, both old and youngnaie a diligent search in
His Word, that they may discover the rich jewelstrfth. Ministers and
people, teachers and scholars, are all calledetavtitk of studying the Bible.

Precious light is to shine forth from the Word obdd; and let no one
presume to dictate what shall or what shall nobtmeight before the people
in the messages of enlightenment that He shall, seviso quench the Spirit
of God. Whatever may be his position of authomty,one has a right to shut
away the light from the people. When a message samée name of the
Lord to His people, no one may excuse himself faominvestigation of its
claims. No one can afford to stand back in anualéitof indifference and
self-confidence, and say: "I know what is trutharh satisfied with my
position. | have set my stakes, and | will not beved away from my
position, whatever may come. | will not listen tbet message of this
messenger; for | know that it can not be truth.W#s from pursuing this
very course that the popular churches were Igfantial darkness, and that is
why the messages of heaven have not reached them.
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Cultivate a Teachable Spirit

God calls upon those who hold responsible positinnSabbath-school
work to put away all egotism, all self-confidene@d pride of opinion; if a
message comes that you do not understand, take thaihyou may hear the
reasons the messenger may give, comparing scripithiescripture, that you
may know whether or not it is sustained by the Wairéod. If you believe
that the position taken have not the Word of Gadtlieir foundation, if the
position you hold on the subject can not be comr®d, then produce your
strong reasons; for your position will not be shaks coming in contact
with error. There is no virtue or manliness in kegpup a continual warfare
in the dark, closing your eyes lest you may seeasiey your ears lest you
may hear, hardening your heart in ignorance aneliefdest you may have
to humble yourselves and acknowledge that you hessived light on some
points of truth. To hold yourselves aloof from amestigation of truth is not
the way to carry out the Saviour's injunction tedch the Scriptures.” Is it
digging for hidden treasures to call the result'sane one's labor a mass of
rubbish, and make no critical examination to seetivr or not there are
precious jewels of truth in the collection of théwtigvhich you condemn?
Will those who have almost everything to learn kdegmselves away from
every meeting where there is an opportunity to stigate the messages that
come to the people, simply because they imaginevibws held by the
teachers of the truth may be out of harmony wittatithey have conceived
as truth? Thus it was that the Jews did in the ddy€hrist, and we are
warned not to do as they did, and be led to chdaseness rather than light,
because there was in them an evil heart of unbgliefeparting from the
living God. No one of those who imagine that theypWw it all is too old or
too intelligent to learn from the humblest of the@ssengers of the living
God.
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Chapter 15

What It Means to be a Laborer with God

"Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. linthangs showing
thyself a pattern of good works; in doctrine shayvimcorruptness, gravity,
sincerity, sound speech, that can not be condenthatl;he that is of the
contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thongay of you."

Where sincere piety is lacking, where daily commuanwith God is
neglected, the teacher in the Sabbath-school wiltty and tedious in his
manner of teaching. His words will have no powerdach the hearts of his
pupils. To be laborers together with God means eatgdeal more than
merely to go to Sabbath-school, and attend theicgenof the church, and
take part in the work of teaching, and in beariagtimony in the social
service. To be a laborer together with God meaas ythur heart is drawn
out in strong desire for the salvation of the disouls for whom Christ has
died. It means that you are filled with solicitufie the work, that you are
ever planning to make your instruction interestitogdevise ways that you
may draw with every intrusted power of your nataleng the lines in which
Christ is drawing, that souls may be won to Hivyieerand be bound to Him
by the cords of His infinite love.

Laborers together with God do not feel like shmgkifrom sacred
obligations; but for Christ's sake they are willitg endure toil, to suffer
privation and reproach. They are willing to meethwiepulses, though this is
hard to bear and humiliating to human pride. Bt ldborer together with
God will remember that Jesus bore shame and ingpction and death,
that He might save those who were lost. Every phtthe varied labor in the
harvest field means sacrifice and self-denial. #ans that the time usually
spent in matters of minor importance should be spensearching the
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Scriptures, that you may know how to labor suceglysin the work to
which you are appointed. It means that you mustimecacquainted with the
Spirit of God. It means that you must do much prgyiand have much
serious thought as to how you may put to use evapgbility of your nature,
and carry forward the work of God effectively.

You are God's employed servants, delegated to lpildis kingdom in
the earth, and you are to do your part in saviegsthuls for whom Christ has
paid the price of His own blood. Is it then a stighatter to teach in the
Sabbath-school, without a preparation of hearttfoes momentous work?
Many who undertake teaching a class feel littlenast in it, and they mar
the sacred work by their unconsecrated efforts.

The Experience Needed

Teachers and workers in every department of thé&hakschool work, |
address you in the fear of God, and tell you thdess you have a living
connection with God, and are often before Him imeat prayer, you will
not be able to do your work with heavenly wisdom avin souls for Christ.
The worker for God must be clothed with humility wgh a garment. The
Lord will recognize and bless the humble worker Wilag a teachable spirit,
a reverential love for truth and righteousness, reN@ such a worker may
be. If you are thus, you will show a care for ysaholars by making special
efforts for their salvation. You will come close tteem in loving sympathy,
visiting them at their homes, learning their troadition by conversing with
them concerning their experience in the things ofiGand you will bear
them in the arms of your faith to the throne of Hather.

It will do no good to reprimand, and accuse, arad &t your scholars
when they manifest a spirit of unrest and mischisvness. Remember you
are to be a patient laborer together with God,taatall heaven is interested
in the work you are doing, and any part in the wofkGod means toil and
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travail of soul. "Quit you like men, be strong." lAsf your Master, who
submitted to humiliation, and who endured the dexdtthe cross, what He
would have you to do. Take all your intrusted t&édemith you into the work,
and put them out to the exchangers. Through theegoé Christ you will be
able to do a precious work for the Master. The theald divine resource is at
your command, and through prayer and faith you ragy hold on the
promises of God, and appropriate them to your né&shsecrate yourself
and your all to the service of Him who hath loveouy and hath given
Himself for you. Jesus says, "Herein is My Fathkrified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples."” This mgan the Sabbath-school
work as much as in the work of the minister. Nowhis golden opportunity
to sow precious seed that will spring up and brat @into eternal life. Now
you may be a savor of life unto life; for when yoan impart to others truth
that you have gained through a deep experiendgsita life-giving power
that will impress hearts and draw them to JesuseM\Iesus is drawing, and
His colaborers are working in harmony with Him, dhandeed must be the
heart that will not be impressed and subdued bypdveer of divine love.
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Chapter 16

The All-Important Lesson

If the young who are strong will put to the stretitteir powers in
searching the Bible, they will have minds storedhwialuable knowledge
that will shine as a light upon those with whomytlassociate. The Sabbath-
school should be a place where those who have adwBncement in divine
knowledge should be able to inculcate fresh ideagard to the faith of
God's people. When all those who profess to bes@anis are Christians in
deed and in truth, the Sabbath-school will be nogés a dry round of
service. The teachers will then understand theotedbat Christ gave to
Nicodemus, and will teach it in all its momento@sibng on human destiny.
Jesus said to the ruler in Israel, "Verily, verigay unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he can not see the kingdom of Géxicépt a man be born
again, he can not understand the character of #awemly kingdom, or
discern its spiritual nature. Christ was sayindN\ioodemus in these words:
"It is not learning you need so much as it is imvagnovation. You need not
to have your curiosity satisfied so much as to keamew heart, and until that
change takes place, making all things new, it kidlult in no saving good to
you for Me to discuss with you My authority, My vkomMMy mission as One
who bears the credentials of Heaven."

The lesson which Christ gave to Nicodemus is ingurtto every
teacher, to every Sabbath-school worker, to evaythy and child. It is
certainly important that we become acquainted wthreasons of our faith,
but the most important knowledge to be gained is #xperimental
knowledge of what it means to be born again. Tleaigwant in our Sabbath-
school work is the want of the light of life. Altough our ranks are needed
men and women who have learned at the feet of Jesaisis truth, and how
to present it to others. It requires holy men, méio have humility, who are
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abiding in Christ, to be educators of our youtlthie Sabbath-school.

Nicodemus came to the Lord, thinking to enter iattong discussion
with Him concerning points of minor importance, Besus laid bare the first
principles of truth, and showed Nicodemus thaffings need was humility of
heart, a teachable spirit, a new heart; that #vbald enter into the kingdom
of God, he must be born again. Are there not thwaise hold responsible
positions in the Sabbath-school who would be tedlaand annoyed if |
should testify to them that, though they are rulerksrael, they too need to
be born again? Nicodemus wondered that Christ dhgpgak to him in the
way in which He did, not respecting his positionraker in Israel, and he
was not prepared to receive the truth, and he ames@hrist in words full of
irony. "Nicodemus saith unto Him, How can a marbben when he is old?
can he enter a second time into his mother's waanid, be born?" He
revealed the fact, as do many, when the cuttintdp iribrought home to the
conscience, that the natural man receiveth nothiings of the Spirit of God.
There is nothing in them that responds to spirithalgs; for spiritual things
are spiritually discerned. But, although Nicoderdigs not comprehend His
words, Jesus did not become impatient or discodraget sought to make
more plain His statement of truth. In solemn, quignity, Jesus repeated
His words in a manner that would convince him ogithdivine truth:
"Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man barrb of water and of the
Spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom of GotdafTwhich is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spsispirit. Marvel not that |
said unto thee, Ye must be born again." ...

How sad it is to think of the great amount of metbal work that is
done in the Sabbath-school, while there is litlelence that there is moral
transformation in the souls of those who teachwahd are taught! When the
work of the Spirit of God is felt upon the hearg whall see many earnestly
seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteass Then earthly things
will find their proper, subordinate position, aneéakwenly things will be
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supreme in the affections of the children of God.
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Chapter 17

Need of Consecrated Teachers

Those who engage in Sabbath-school work shoulcelsops who have
consecrated themselves to God. They should be m&mwamen of strong
faith and warm sympathies, who are fervent of gpand interested in all
that pertains to the cause of Christ. They shoiud themselves to the work
with unselfish endeavor, and at whatever sacrificenay require, laying
themselves on the altar, and pleading, with stronyghg and tears, for the
conversion of the youth who have been committethéx charge. Among
those who would work for the Lord in the Sabbathesd, let all selfish
ambition be crucified, and "let nothing be doneotlyh strife or vainglory;
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem otherdrdtian themselves." Let it
be the Sabbath-school worker's first ambition tocatke the youth to do their
duty in the fear of God and with simplicity.

The great want in the Sabbath-school is not thet whmachinery, but
the want of knowledge in spiritual things. How ghgao the workers need a
baptism of the Holy Spirit, that they may becomestmissionaries for God.
They should learn to tax their minds to the utmtstf they may acquire a
better knowledge of Bible truth. The teachers i@ 8abbath-school should
pray dalily for the enlightenment of heaven, thaytimay be able to open to
the minds of the youth the treasures of the sad¥edd. Why not humble
yourselves before the Lord, and let the impressibthe Holy Spirit be
manifested upon your character and work? Thereaistdo much self-
complacency among those who engage in Sabbath{salook, too much
machinery and routine, and all this tends to |dasl goul away from the
Fountain of living water.

There was a time in the history of our work whea Workers felt the
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necessity of counseling with those who had expeeewhen they realized
the need of the guidance of the Lord in all thattgpered to His work; but
that time has passed, and the true missionaryt $f@e departed from the
hearts of many of our professed workers. The Laslrds that those who are
engaged in the Sabbath-school work should be migs®s, able to go forth
to the towns and villages that surround the chuacid, give the light of life
to those who sit in darkness. He would not haveytheng men feel that they
must confine themselves to the Sabbath-school wwotke exclusion of this
missionary work, that so much needs to be donanfamaking an effort for
those who know not the truth, they would gain apesence that would
enlarge their minds and deepen their sympathies.

The Lord would have young men and women who ardecb@nd
grounded in the truth take advantage of meansaltiagerve to enlarge their
conceptions of His work. Let the youth who haveohdsexperience in the
things of God enter seminaries and colleges, amuth 8 meet the people on
their own ground. In this way they may finish theducation, and may
become light-bearers to those with whom they aleddo associate. They
will have to meet obstacles in presenting the trbtit these will but make
them feel their dependence upon God, and will lgwesin to seek wisdom
from above in order that they may conduct themseinea way that will
have a saving influence upon those for whose salvéthiey are working.

In giving His Son to come into the world and die fallen man, the
Lord has done His part; for all heaven was pourgd@man in that one rich
gift; and now God waits for the cooperation of thegho have a knowledge
of the love of Christ. Let no one think that be@abe is poor, and has but a
humble position in life, he can not become a missig for the Lord. The
work of Christ, the Majesty of heaven, was begun poverty and
humiliation. The parents of Christ were in very halencircumstances, and
the Prince of Life labored with His own hands a tarpenter's bench, that
He might help to meet the wants of the family. ldekt His place in the
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world as a common day laborer, and He has the testdgympathy for those
who are struggling to obtain knowledge under difiies. If those who can
not have advantages such as they would desire will look at the
experience of hardship, poverty, and humiliatioat t6hrist endured for their
sake, they will see that they have no need to B@sdiscouraged. Let those
who would work for God trust implicitly in Him; fathrough the influence of
the divine Spirit, through simple, living faith i®&od, men and women,
however humble, may become powerful agents in Hislh, to win souls to
Christ; for genuine experience in the things of Gedot gained through
natural means.
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Chapter 18

Christ Our Example

In order to do the will of God, we must search Misrd, that we may
know His doctrine, and put to the task all ourusted ability. We must be
diligent in prayer, and fervent in simple, wholetied service to God. Those
who are engaged as teachers in the Sabbath-sdimmadbshunger and thirst
for divine truth, that they may impart this Spitotthose under their care, and
lead their pupils to seek for truth as for hiddexasure. We do not want our
Sabbath-schools conducted in such a way as to rhggecrites of the
pupils; for such can not advance the interestsug teligion. Then let there
be more attention given to seeking God, that that® the Lord may be in
your school, than that you may have every mechharcangement you may
desire. High pretensions of any kind are out ot@lan the Sabbath-school
work, and the mechanical working of the schoolfiittle value if the Spirit
of God does not soften and mould the hearts ofehehers and pupils....

Let not the teacher in Sabbath-school follow thanegle of those who
do not grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Sawidesus Christ, even
though those who minister in the sacred desk havengthem such an
example. He who would be accepted as a laborethtegwith God must not
be found imitating the tone, manners, or ideasnyf ather man. He must
learn of God, and be endowed with heavenly wisd@od has given the gift
of reason and intellect to one worker the same ashés to another; and
according to your ability you are to put your tdteout to the exchangers.
The Lord would not have any worker the mere shadbanother whom he
admires. The teacher must grow up into the measiuttee stature of Christ,
not to the measure of some finite erring mortalu¥oe to "grow in grace,"
and where is grace to be found?--Only in Chris,dlvine Pattern.
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Then let every one look to Christ and copy therdviModel. Let every
worker tax his powers to the utmost to work in hangn with the plan of
God. Let him learn in the school of Christ, thatthay be wise in instructing
others. Those who are committed to the care oteheher in the Sabbath-
school will need the wisdom and experience that @Gad give to the
follower of Christ. Let the teacher learn of CHasneekness and lowliness
of heart, that he may be a true teacher, and vgipinpils to Christ, that they,
in turn, may become faithful missionaries in theagrharvest-field.
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Chapter 19

Treatment of Erring Pupils

In Sabbath-school work we shall be called upondal avith those who
make mistakes, who fall into sin and error. Chinas$ given us lessons in His
Word that are very plain in regard to the treatn@nthe erring; but many
have failed to practise these lessons. They havestndied and treasured
them in the heart, so that the Holy Spirit couldigimen the darkened
understanding, and melt and break the stony hé&th teacher and pupil.
The Holy Spirit will make the heart sensitive, syatigetic, and rid it of pride
and selfishness.

Pupils in Sabbath-school are likely to do that whigill annoy the
teacher, by their misconduct. But the teacher mostspeak sharp words,
and manifest an uncontrolled spirit; for in so dphme will not be using the
sword of the Spirit, but the weapons of Satan. @&ltfh the misconduct of
the scholar is trying, although the evil must beretted, the rules observed,
and justice respected, yet let the teacher keepwthne of the Lord, and
mingle mercy with justice. Let him look to the csosf Calvary, beholding
there how mercy and truth have met together, hgiweobusness and peace
have kissed each other. There, through the divawifce, man may be
reconciled to God. In contemplating the love of i€tryour heart will be
softened to deal with the youth as with younger imers of the Lord's
family. You will remember that they are Christ'soperty, and your
disposition will be to deal with them after the manin which Christ has
dealt with you.

Harsh dealing will never help the youth to seedr®rs, or aid him to

reform. Let the rules and regulations of the schomotarried out in the Spirit
of Jesus, and when reproof must be given, letdisesgreeable work be done
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with sorrow blended with love. Do not feel thatistyour work to openly
rebuke the pupil, and thus humiliate him beforewhmle school. This will
not be a proper example to set before the childent will be as seed that
will bear a like harvest. Never publish the errofsany pupil outside the
circle in which they must be known; for, if this d®ne, sympathy will be
created for the wrongdoer, by leaving an impressiorthe mind that he has
been dealt with unjustly. By exposing the wrong+lde may be thrown
upon Satan's battle-field, and from that momentstgadily downward.
Christ bears long with us, and we must be Christlle does not cut us off
because of our errors, but reproves in tenderagssby love draws us close
to Himself.

Wisdom and Patience Needed

If teachers see that it is impossible to bringualsht under the discipline
of the class, let him be removed to another classt may be that another
teacher may be able to supply the deficiency. Wirat teacher lacks,
another may possess; but if you can obtain theidemée of the youth, and
bind him to your heart through cords of sympathg &ve, you may win a
soul to Christ. The wayward, self-willed, independdoy may become
transformed in character.

But while it is necessary to manifest love and sgthp for your pupils,
it is a manifest weakness to show partiality, amastarouse suspicion and
jealousy. Children are quick to discern the prefees of the teacher, and the
favored student often measures his strength, lieap, and skill with that of
the teacher in the management of the class. Hed@age to be master; and,
unless the teacher has the grace of Christ, henaiflifest weakness, become
impatient, exacting, and severe. The leading spirihe class will generally
impart his purpose to other students, and therebeila combined effort to
obtain the mastery. If the teacher, through thecgraf Christ, is self-
controlled, and holds the lines with a steady,qmdthand, he will quell the
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boisterous element, keep his self-respect, and @ndnthe respect of his
students. When once order is restored, let kindrgEsgleness, and affection
be manifested. It may be that rebellion will riggai;m and again, but let not
the hasty temper appear. Do not speak sharply ¢o etil-doer, and
discourage a soul who is struggling with the pove¢rdarkness. Be still, and
let your heart ascend in prayer to God for helpgdés will come close to
your side, and help you to lift up the standardraggadhe enemy; and, instead
of cutting off the erring one, you may be enabeddin a soul for Christ.
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Chapter 20

Qualifications of Teachers

Let teachers feel that, whatever the charactenefifficulty, they must
meet it in the spirit of Jesus. Do not meet convegiess with combativeness.
You will have to deal with wilfulness, stubbornngisglolence, and frivolity;
but under all emergencies manifest kindness ane, land, by patience and
self-control, keep your hold upon your pupils' affen, and let them have
reason to know that your whole desire is to do thggmod. Show your
scholars that you have confidence in them. Vis#nthat their homes, and
invite them to your home. Let it be seen that yamrelthem not only in word,
but in deed and in truth.

The teacher need lay no special claims to digsityce he can gain the
respect of his pupils in no other way than by ai€like deportment, in
manifesting kindness and Christian courtesy. Tlaelter is to educate the
pupils as Christ educated His disciples. He mudtemanpressions that time
can not efface. His influence should mold his saf®lafter the divine
Pattern; and if he does this, eternity alone will the value of his labor. The
teacher must awaken in his pupils the moral natamé, inspire in them a
desire to respond to the divine agencies.

Those who are selfish, peevish, dictatorial, cqaasel rough, who do
not carefully regard the feelings of others, shon&Ver be employed as
teachers. They will have a disastrous influencenupeir students, moulding
them after their own character, thus perpetuating. €ersons of this
character will make an effort to break a boy's wilhe is unruly; but Christ
has authorized no such manner of dealing with thege Through heavenly
wisdom, through meekness and lowliness of heaathters may be able to
direct the will, and lead in the way of obedienioet let no one imagine that
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by threatening, the affection of the student magé&®aed. We must work as
Christ has worked.

Many underestimate the evil of an error in themsglwho fully
recognize its influence in another. On every side meet those who are
entirely ignorant of possessing characteristicsciwimeed to be modified.
Others can see their objectionable traits of chiaradut when they are
reproved, they imagine that they have been misgiddee teacher should
closely examine his own heart, in the light of etigr, that he may represent
before his pupils that which he desires them to He.should be a daily
learner in the school of Christ, abiding in Chastthe branch abides in the
vine, that he may impart to others that which hereaeived from Christ.

The teacher who would bring his students undenmlise must himself
first come under the control of Christ. Jesus lzad, SHe that followeth Me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have thetlighlife." With divine
enlightenment you can work as Christ worked; fos Hght may shine
through you upon the pathway of every impeniteahsgressor with whom
you are associated. Are you indeed an instructéinenways of God? If you
are a converted teacher, you will be able to wt, drive, to attract, not
repulse, the souls for whom Christ has died. Yollguard and care for the
sheep and lambs of Christ's fold. If they strayy yall not leave them to
perish, but will go forth to seek and to save thiaich is lost. All heaven will
be ready to aid you in this good work. The angelsaid you in your effort
to find the key to the heart of the most incorrigiland unruly. You will
receive special grace and strength through Chvist, is able to supply you
from His immeasurable fulness. You will then be Idiesl to be a laborer
together with God, one with Christ in your effoot $ave the lost, and the
result of your labor of love will be seen not omfytime, but through all
eternity.
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Chapter 21

Safety in Following Christ

Superintendents and the workers in our SabbatheteHtave a very
important, broad field to cultivate. They need ® lmptized with the Holy
Spirit of God, that their minds may be impresseduse the very best
methods, and follow the best plans to make theirkweholly successful.
The Lord will work with their efforts; for the yoltare the purchase of the
blood of the only-begotten Son of God. The Lordeldwhese youth, and
gave Jesus to die, that "whosoever believeth in Biould not perish, but
have everlasting life."

There is a great work of education to be carriedTdme teachers should
often pray for and with the children and youth,tttieey may "behold the
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the wbfldhey should teach the
youth their accountability to God, and help themutwlerstand what Jesus
expects of them. Exert every influence you canipbssommand to interest
them in the Scriptures. Labor for their souls, thaty themselves shall
become zealous workers, using their talents to itmjpaothers that which
has been imparted to them.

Christian women may exert an influence for goodrave youth and
children. Their capabilities are God's intrustdents, and should be wholly
consecrated to the Master's service. Many are doickscern, and efficient
to execute, but they need to be closely connecidd @od. They will seek
for new methods and ways by which to develop charaand educate the
youth how to use the talents God has given them.

In selecting officers from time to time, be suratthersonal preferences
do not rule, but place in positions of trust thegeom you are convinced
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love and fear God, and who will make God their cmlor. Without the love
and fear of God, however brilliant the intellectyrize, there will be failure.
Jesus says, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Thitenaf choosing officers
should not be left to the control of the Sabbatmest scholars. To change
the officers frequently will be an advantage to $bhkool; for one man's mind
Is not to mould all other minds. He may have sommekent qualifications,
and yet in some things be deficient. Another chasay be efficient where
the other was lacking. Different minds and quaditrall bring in fresh ideas,
fresh lines of thought; and this is essential. Bbyve everything else, select
those who, in the simplicity of their souls, arelkirag in the truth, who love
and fear God, and take their lessons in His sch®ath will carry the
scholars forward and upward. Under wise teachegsstiholars will gain
increased interest for the Word of God, and havepede insight into the
Scriptures. Let Christ be the theme of every les$be lessons which Christ
has given to His disciples are of the highest irgure.
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Chapter 22

Fresh Themes to be Presented

The soul should be like a treasure-house, fuliaf and fruitful stores.
In the pulpit, in the Sabbath-school, in the prayeeting, and in society, we
should have fresh themes with which to enlightdre. We should follow
the example of Jesus, who was the perfect Teathlereducated men by
revealing to them the character of the living Gét& said, "This is life
eternal, that they might know Thee the only truedGand Jesus Christ,
whom Thou hast sent." This is the important subjectimpress upon the
minds of youth; for they must have a knowledgehaf paternal character of
God, in order that they may be led to subordinag®pboral to eternal
interests. By beholding the character of God, #enise desire will be created
in their hearts to impart to others the beauty poer of the truth.

Oh, that every man, woman, and child who deals Wwitlnan minds,
may have the truth inwrought in the soul, that &ynlbe revealed in spirit, in
word, in character, and in action! The sanctifypaver of the truth should
lead every one who teaches in the Sabbath-schiobflds a position in our
institutions, to have such an experience that hg sag, "Il know whom |
have believed." There is transforming power in rthlggion of Jesus Christ,
and this power must be seen upon us in far grbat®ility, in more earnest,
living faith, that we may become a light to the ldorSelf must be
humiliated, and Christ exalted. Why is it that tade® whom God intrusts
some work in His moral vineyard are so easily diftgg? Why is it that many
seem to think that a responsible position exalts man? Why do they
become so self-sufficient, when they are so utteldpendent upon the
atoning Sacrifice? Why is there with some so geeafant of tenderness, so
little heart work?--It is because those who arésdfficient have not fallen
upon the Rock and been broken. This is why these iitle trust in God, so
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little earnest, contrite repentance, so great ladddervent prayer. Well may
the questions be put by every instructor: "Havedeived the Holy Ghost
since | believed? Have | received Christ as my@abkSaviour?" Let these
guestions be solemnly answered.

If those who are engaged in the work of God aradstians individually,
their works will reveal the fact. They will presedhrist to those with whom
they come in contact. Teachers in Sabbath-schdbhati occupy the time in
unimportant matters, for they will realize that gvenoment is golden, and
should be employed in working with all diligencetire garden of the Lord.
The work of Christ in the sanctuary above, presgntiis own blood each
moment before the mercy-seat, as He makes intévoefss us, should have
its full impression upon the heart, that we maylizeathe worth of each
moment. Jesus ever liveth to make intercessionuyrbut one moment
carelessly spent can never be recovered. Let teaahd pupils consider this
great fact that Christ ceases not to engage inddlemn work in the
heavenly sanctuary, and if you wear Christ's ydkgu lift Christ's burden,
you will be engaged in a work of like characterhwihat of your Living
Head.
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Chapter 23

To Teachers

The Lord Jesus Christ has infinite tenderness Hos¢ whom He has
purchased at the cost of His own sufferings inflagh, that they should not
perish with the devil and his angels, but that waynglaim them as His
chosen ones. They are the claims of His love, af ¢#wn property; and He
looks upon them with unutterable affection, and filagrance of His own
righteousness He gives to His loved ones who belie\Him. It requires tact
and wisdom and human love and sanctified affedimorthe precious lambs
of the flock, to lead them to see and appreciager ghrivilege in yielding
themselves up to the tender guidance of the fdigtfapherds. The children
of God will exercise the gentleness of Jesus Christ

The teacher may bind these children to his or learthby the love of
Christ abiding in the soul temple as a sweet fragcgaa savor of life unto
life. The teachers may, through the grace of Chmgtarted to them, be the
living human agency--be laborers together with Godenlighten, lift up,
encourage, and help to purify the soul from its ahatefilement; and the
image of God shall be revealed in the soul of thikdcand the character
become transformed by the grace of Christ.

The gospel is the power and wisdom of God, if tasrectly represented
by those who claim to be Christians. Christ crecififor our sins should
humble every soul before God in his own estimati©hrist risen from the
dead, ascended on high, our living Intercessonhénpresence of God, is the
science of salvation, which we need to learn aaditéo children and youth.
Said Christ, "l sanctify Myself, that they also imigbe sanctified.” This is
the work that ever devolves upon every teacher.rellmust not be any
haphazard work in this matter, for even the workddicating the children in
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the day schools requires very much of the grac€hofst and the subduing
of self. Those who naturally are fretful, easilpyoked, and have cherished
the habit of criticism, of thinking evil, shouldhfl some other kind of work,
that will not reproduce any of their unlovely teadf character in the children
and youth, for they have cost too much. Heaven seethe child the
undeveloped man or woman, with capabilities and ggewhat, if correctly
guided and developed, with heavenly wisdom, wilcdree the human
agencies through whom the divine influences carpemaie, to be laborers
together with God. Sharp words and continual cenbewilder the child but
never reform him. Keep back that pettish word; kgepr own spirit under
discipline to Jesus Christ; then will you learn htawpity and sympathize
with those brought under your influence.
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Chapter 24

Danger of Formalism

The object of the Sabbath-school should not be kght of in
mechanical arrangements, thus occupying time wBlobuld be given to
other important matters. We should ever be guaragainst forms and
ceremonies which will eclipse the real object fonieln we are laboring.
There is danger of carrying system to such an exdréhat the Sabbath-
school will become weariness, when, on the contriarghould be a rest, a
refreshment, and a blessing. The purity and sintplaf the Sabbath-school
must not be swallowed up in such an endless vaoietgrms that sufficient
time can not be devoted to religious interests. Béauty and success of the
school are in its simplicity and earnestness inisgrGod. Nothing can be
done without order and regulation, but these mawr@nged so as to shut
out greater and more important duties. Less shbaldaid to the scholars
about the external preliminaries and system, andhnmiore should be said
in regard to the salvation of their souls. This tmbe made the ruling
principle of the school.

The old, old story of the love of Jesus, repeatedhk teachers and the
superintendent, with the love of Jesus in the heaalithave a power that will
convict and convert souls. If the love and tendssnef Jesus has touched
your heart, you will be able to work for your scéx@. The simplicity of the
gospel must be kept in view. With help from abowe aan do faithful work
for the Master. The fact should be kept continudifore the scholars that
without heart work all our efforts will be in vaiAffection and love should
be seen in every movement of the teachers and reenafthe school. Cold
formality should be replaced by earnest zeal aretggn The love of Jesus
should so pervade the whole school that the pupildearn to regard this as
the highest education. Sternness or faultfindingukh find no place in
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Sabbath-school or day school. This should be putréen the hearts of the
teachers, and of all who act a leading part instiieol.

Pride should not be felt in the forms or mechaniwarkings of the
school, but in the good that is accomplished inding souls to Jesus Christ.
Machines may be made to respond to the will of marking with perfect
exactitude, but they are destitute of souls. St wihools where formality
takes a leading place; it is as marble without NMénen all connected with
the school have a sense of the responsibility @f thork, and feel that they
are making efforts, not only for time, but for etky, order and harmony will
be seen in every department.
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Chapter 25

The Holy Spirit Essential to Success

The officers and teachers in the Sabbath-schod te® guidance and
instruction of the Holy Spirit, that they may badreducators, able to inspire
thought, and to bring to remembrance the thingsttiey have taught their
pupils. It is the office of the Holy Spirit to bgnto mind in clear, distinct
lines the words and works of Christ, that those Wé#ch concerning the
Redeemer of the world, may have power to lift upi€itbefore the minds of
their classes. In all the arrangements of the Shkbdwhool there is need of
the help of the Holy Spirit, in order that men amdmen may be chosen to
fill the responsible positions of superintendewtficers, and teachers, who
are men and women of God.

It is not best to always keep the school underniamagement of one
man; for he will give the school the mould of hisromind and ideas; but
there should be workers in the school who will lideato impart fresh
thoughts, and advance the school in spiritual lifbe school may be
attached to one who has served long and faithfdiyt, the good of the
school must be considered, rather than the perswefdrences of teachers
or pupils. When it is evident that the school wobébenefited by a change,
by the accession of workers who know what it if&ave a burden for souls,
then let nothing stand in the way of the chang@s&hwvho have no ambition
to lift up self, though they may be deposed froriicefby this arrangement,
will eagerly lay hold of every help by which the @®ath-school scholars
may be elevated and advanced. Those who are old@gmetienced in the
work have grasped that which would help on the eaisGod, and younger
men, who are not fully adapted for the work, shdoltbw the example of
the older brethren who have proved faithful in whas been committed to
their hands, and thus educate themselves in wisslodrtact, that they may
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secure the success that is essential to good work.

There is a broad field in Sabbath-school work, tiesds to be diligently
cultivated, and that is to inspire our youth toegihemselves wholly to the
Lord, to be used by Him in His cause. There shdddzealous, faithful
workers in our Sabbath-schools, who will watch dmstern upon whom the
Spirit of God is moving, and cooperate with the @lagpf God in winning
souls for Christ. There are sacred responsibilitigsisted to Sabbath-school
workers, and the Sabbath-school should be the plaeee, through a living
connection with God, men and women, youth and adridmay be so fitted
up that they shall be a strength and blessingdahtiurch. They should help
the church upward and onward, as far as it liethawr ability, going from
strength to greater strength.

Important Questions

What is the reason that there are many found incburches who are
not settled, rooted, and grounded in the truth? \&fteythere found in the
church those who walk in darkness and have no, lighbse testimonies are
half-hearted, cold, and full of complaint? Why dhere those whose feet
seem ready to stray into by and forbidden path®y altwvays have a pitiful
tale to tell of temptation and defeat? Have the s of the church felt
their responsibility? Have the elders and deacdribeochurch looked after
the weak and straying ones? And have they reatlzatdthe wavering are in
danger of losing their souls? Have you tried botlplecept and example to
plant the feet of the straying on the eternal Roeke Sabbath-school
teachers and officers realized that they have & wwdo in leading the feet
of the young into safe paths, and that they shoaldt every selfish interest
as nothing, that they may be winners of souls @ Master? There is a
decided need of reformation in every branch ofwioek.

Wonderful opportunities are passing by unimprovaedour Sabbath-
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school work. Let men and women of varied gifts cante the work, and in
the fear of God do their best to save our youth. rig those who have a
mechanical way of doing things, take complete chawfthe school, and
mould it into formal ways, into precise habits, drae all its life stifled in a
multiplicity of regulations. It is essential to rewerder, but we need a great
deal more spiritual knowledge along with our rud@sl regulations. We need
a life-giving power, a zealous enthusiasm, a tmienation, that our schools
may become filled with an atmosphere of true pityg purity; that there
may be real religious advancement; that the feahefLord may circulate
through the school; that the superintendent andelsamay not be satisfied
with a dead, formal process, but may set every agat work, that the
school may become the noblest, most efficient scihodhe world. This
should be the object and ambition of every workehe school.

The leaders in our schools should be men and woofemuick
intuitions, who have the Spirit of God to aid thenreading character, who
have managing ability, who can understand diffepdratses of character, and
display tact and wisdom in dealing with varied nand@here are many who
can fill the place of superintendent in name, bhbains needed are men who
can fill the place in every sense of the word. €hare many who can go
through the form cleverly enough; but they failitgpart courage and hope,
to inspire thought, to quicken energy, and to irhgach life that the school
shall become a living, growing power for good.

There is a great field open to the teachers als tlaey should seek to
understand how to work in such a way as to leacaadtdevelop the minds
and hearts of the children. They should have trsglem that cometh from
above, that they may deal successfully with thetly@and children. Many
teachers are short-sighted, and take a coursehdgtiiouth that does not tend
to good results; and instead of advancement tsaxtriogression. What both
workers and pupils need is the endowment of they Birit, that there may
not be spasmaodic reforms, but a steady growthaanegra constant accession
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of spiritual life and power.
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Chapter 26

Consecration of Teachers

The Lord would have the teachers of our Sabbatbedshexamine
themselves whether they be in the love of God. dheill be tests and
provings of God to try the character in the exparesof all who are working
in the cause of God. The teachers should be cdhstaarning and striving
for a more thorough understanding, a right judgmerthe things of God.
There is danger of the teachers becoming self-denfj and so filled with
self-esteem that they will not realize their owificdencies, that there is with
them a narrowness of ideas, and they do not broaderpand. They do not
become more and more capable, but more and mdramgertant. They do
not bring Jesus into their hearts and into theipeeences. The teacher
should cultivate his powers, cultivate his speeshas to speak distinctly,
giving intelligent articulation. The mental powesisould be cultivated, not
be left so weak, and the powers of thought so cmduthat they can not
explain nor understand the doctrines of our fditthe teacher is not one of
sincere piety, of purity, of self-denial, of wilgmess to endure
inconvenience, then he is not fit for the great anl@mn work. It is the duty
of the teacher to test his own powers, his owntspind understand his true
position before God, by close examination.

Those whose duty it is to select teachers shoulgulaeded, and not urge
those into the school who are not fitted to exegbad influence. How is the
teacher's behavior? Is he punctual? Is he cleardynaat? This should have
attention; for these qualities are essential iraclher. How can he enjoin
these necessary acquirements upon the class tindggshave an example of
punctuality, of neatness, composure, and ordetRelfteacher is not in his
place, and the class are left to amuse themsehrab,the teacher comes
rushing in breathless, behind time, the influersckeeading to nonpunctuality
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and disorder.
The Teacher's Example

The one who shall accept the responsibility of heacif not fully
gualified, if he senses the responsibility of hasigion, will do his utmost to
learn. He will cultivate reverence, cheerfulnesad dirmness. Let the
deportment be of that character that your class$ bval educated to have
solemn thoughts and reverence toward God. While itleas may be
presented in simplicity, the language, when spepkinGod, of Christ, His
sufferings, His resurrection, as realities to yshould carry the minds up
high above earthly things, and make them feel tiay are in the presence
of the Infinite One. The Sabbath-school is no plforethat class who skim
the surface, who talk fluently and in a spirit efvity of eternal, testing
truths, which are higher than the heavens and erodwhn the worlds. The
behavior of a class will represent the charactea tdacher in the example
which they have before them. If they are rude, @mtinue so, if irreverent,
then there is a cause, and the matter needs tbdoeughly probed. The
teacher may have reverence and yet be cheerful. iAnthe place of
flippancy of manner, he should be a searcher ®d#éep things of God. Any
affectation will not be natural. Let the class ieeethe impression that
religion is a reality, that it is desirable; for brings peace and rest and
happiness. Let not your class receive the impraesdioat a cold,
unsympathetic character is religion. Let the peand glory of Christ's
presence within make the face speak His love,ifiseutter thankfulness and
praise.

Those who are in the habit of communing with God kave His light
reflected in the countenance. Children hate therglof clouds and sadness.
Their hearts respond to brightness, to cheerfujrtes®ve. While a teacher
should be firm and decided, he should not be stacting, and dictatorial.
A dignified authority is required in the teachelseehe lacks that ability
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which will make him a successful teacher. The childare quick to discern
any weakness or defect of character in the teadherdeportment is making
its impression. The words which you utter will mpte them the right mould
unless they see in your character the model. AecorChristian character
exemplified in the daily life will do a great work the character-building of
your class, more, far more, than all your teachimgg oft-repeated lessons.
God has so related us individually to the great veébhumanity that
unconsciously we draw from others, with whom we lar@ught in contact,
their ways, practises, and habits. And God forldt tthe least of one of
these little ones shall be left to walk from thehpeast up for the ransomed
of the Lord to walk in. Let the teacher have thatctical godliness that the
character and love of Jesus will be revealed in him

The Sabbath-school is not a place of entertainnteramuse and divert
the children, although, rightly conducted, it canddl of this; but it is a place
where children and youth are educated, where tide B8 opened to the
understanding, line upon line, precept upon predege a little and there a
little. It is a place where the light of truth s lbe imparted. Not all who teach
in our Sabbath-schools qualify themselves for tlmgkwlLet every teacher
feel that he must know more; he must be better ainted with those with
whom he has to deal, better acquainted with thé methods of imparting
knowledge; and when he has done the best he @mdrhas come far short.
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Chapter 27

Safeguarding the Children

Our great adversary is constantly working with poteeallure the youth
to self indulgence, pride, and extravagance, tmait iminds and hearts may
be so fully taken up with these things that therélve no place for God in
their affections. He is by these means warpingctieacter and dwarfing the
intellect of the youth of this generation. It igtduty of parents to counteract
his working. Every influence brought to bear upde tyoung people to
preserve in their hearts true, unaffected humibtiygd the knowledge of the
divine will, will aid in holding them back from ey corrupted with the
vices of this age.

One of the most effective barricades against thermng tide of evil is
the cultivation of habits of self-denial and benewae. Children should be
educated to look with disgust upon habits of deffess and covetousness.
God has sacred claims upon them, and they neee tosbructed, line upon
line, precept upon precept, to recognize and censously regard these
claims.

It should be kept before the young and tender mithdd God is
constantly giving His blessing to His dependentdckn, in the sunshine and
showers, which cause vegetation to flourish, arel ¢hrth to yield her
bounties for the service of man. These blessingsiar bestowed upon us to
encourage our selfish natures, by retaining thestnees of God's bounty, and
fixing our affections on them, but that we may rendack to the Giver, gifts
and offerings. This is the least expression ofigidé¢ and love that we can
return to our benevolent Creator.

There has been a great neglect on the part of fsanremot seeking to
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interest their children in the workings of the cawd God. In many families
the children seem to be left out of the questi@nif $hey were irresponsible
beings. Some parents even rob God of His just slamtithes and offerings
that they may save wealth for their children, robking that in so doing
they are opening to their loved ones a door of tatgn which will
generally prove their ruin. They remove from theéldrien the necessity of
personal exertion, and with it an incentive to readthievement.

If they were encouraged to do so, the children doedrn means to
devote to benevolent purposes, and to the advamteshéhe cause of God;
and their interest would be increased by the fhet they had invested
something in these enterprises. Their small donatwould be a material
aid, and the children themselves would be far hephysically, mentally,
and morally, for the effort they had made. Throtiggir diligence and self-
denial they would gain a valuable experience, whaauld help them in
making a success of this life as well as in segutire life to come.
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Chapter 28

Love the Constraining Power

There is altogether too little sympathy broughoiour labor for souls.
There is not that beseeching, wooing, drawing pahatr God requires us to
exert that souls may be reconciled to Him. If wacte the truth as it is in
Jesus, religion will not be regarded as a drudgeuy,as a delight. Let the
teachers bring sunshine, gratitude, and hearts dllltenderness and
Christlike compassion, into their work, and leatle® hearts of their scholars
with the spirit of unselfish love; for this is ttepirit that pervades heaven.
Shall not the workers in the Sabbath-school divlestnselves of all pride
and self-love, and heartily and sincerely becomersiof the word? "Put ye
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provisiotherflesh to fulfil the lust
thereof." Genuine faith confides in Christ, andders implicit submission,
consenting to follow Him wheresoever He goeth. Wties is fulfilled, as a
result of well-directed efforts, many souls will deought as precious
sheaves to the Master.

Parents and teachers should seek to impress thas rointhe children
from their earliest years with the importance d¥aion. They should teach
the children that God is their heavenly Fathert thia love is expressed to
them in the gift of His only-begotten Son, and ttire Saviour of the world
manifested His love toward them in coming to ourldi¢o die that we might
live. If these lessons are presented in love andetmess, they will leave a
lasting impression upon the minds and hearts ofythegh. As images and
objects are reflected from the face of the mirnmhen revealed by the
sunlight, so these themes will be mirrored in thechwhen illumined by the
love of Christ.
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Influence in the Home

The home should be made a school of instructidherahan a place of
monotonous drudgery. The evenings should be clestishs precious
seasons, to be devoted to the instruction of th&dreh in the way of
righteousness. But how many children are sadly eudgll! They are not
educated in the home, that they may comprehendrdlie of God, and are
not trained to love justice and to do judgment. yTlsbould be patiently
instructed, that they may understand the lawsgbwaérn them, and that they
may know the springs of their actions. They aréddorought into harmony
with the laws of heaven, to cherish the truth as ih Jesus. In this way they
may be fitted to join the society of the angelg] &mstand in the presence of
the adorable Redeemer.

There may be implanted in every human soul hopdsaspirations that
will be of a right character, and youth may seeaubea the way of holiness.
In every case it may be necessary to employ deandeasures in dealing
with the young, that they may be trained, cultidatand perfected for the
highest usefulness in life. How few appreciate thkie of the talents that
God has bestowed upon them! How few parents andatohs realize the
fact that there can be a full development of mind beart only by having a
living connection with the Source of all wisdomwar, and holiness! Truth
Is infinite, and he whose mind is enlightened agdll by the Spirit of God,
will go from strength to strength, finding his patinowing brighter and
brighter unto the perfect day.

But while we are capable of advancing in knowledgé truth, let us not
lose sight of the fact that we can go backward @l ag forward. We may go
earthward as well as heavenward. There are mang sdw are balancing
between the heavenward and the hellward coursereTaee influences,
subtle and deceiving, drawing souls away from God laeavenly things. It
IS necessary that every one should be looked fifier his earliest years to
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youth and maturity. Especially should those whovkrtbe danger of evil,
and who know the love and interest that God feefselvery soul, make it
their business to watch for souls as they that mgiv& an account. Parents
should command their households after them, asAbidham, to keep the
way of the Lord. If this is not done, Satan wiladly undertake the work of
the parent, and train the child as it pleases amd;, oh, how much this work
is left to him! Let parents do their duty to thosbo are dependent upon
them, and fashion their characters after the di#atern. Let parents, with
living faith and entire reliance upon God, do tlet@ssigned them, and God
will do His part, and thousands of children who amwv without God and
without hope in the world, will be added to the diu

When conversion of the youth shall be the greati®imupon the hearts
of the parents and teachers, efforts will consyapd made to discipline the
character, to direct the tastes and desires ih¢agenly channel. Every soul
Is capable of being built up in solid virtues. Eatul may reach heights,
depths, and breadths of knowledge in spiritualghjrand be fitted for the
higher life. When parents take the first steps, ing@kheir own habits and
practices in eating, dressing, and living, as samgohd natural as possible,
with an eye single to the glory of God, there Wi order in the home, and
the children will not be neglected; but time wilke bdevoted to their
instruction and development.

The children should be surrounded by the best dfiances and
associations. Parents who undertake this work enfélar and love of God,
will guard every word, that they may hear nothihgttwould pain them
when their own conversation is repeated by thedotnl. They will seek to
supply the weakness, ignorance, and deficiencyhair tchildren by high
moral instruction, that they may grow up strong parity, with well-
established habits that tend to health and hapgiv#gh such an education
they will gather up that kind of knowledge that lwaerfect the character in
symmetry and strength.
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If the youth are left to pick up an education, thveill find that every
facility will be furnished. From a variety of so@<x the knowledge of evil
will be brought to the mind, and, perhaps, in diiferit can never be wholly
effaced. When parents neglect their duty in layihg foundation of
character for their children, bringing the very topsnciples as timbers for
their character building, this neglect will be slipg by the enemy of God
and man, and the youth will be indifferent to vatand truth. The home
should be made the most pleasant place in the wdrtht is the outward
and the artificial compared with the true and th&ural? The Lord has given
to the children faculties that need the most céaredining from both parents
and teachers.

Those to whom God has committed the responsilmfityisciplining the
youth should be in a condition to cooperate withmHn developing the
precious gifts of mind and heart, that they mayhghat kind of knowledge
that will give increasing strength, and will be aoquisition that can be
carried into the future, immortal life....

To mould and fashion the character of children podth is a work of
the very highest importance, and in this work iessential to present Christ
in His matchless love to the mind, that His couated stronger charms may
eclipse the attractions of the world. The youth tmeg merely see a theory,
however logical, but the loving character and glofyChrist. They must be
led to behold the riches of the eternal world, lutiiey are encouraged,
animated, and won. The love of Jesus must be thtesenof all effort. It
impels, it constrains, it captivates.
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Chapter 29

God's Manner of Imparting Knowledge

Day by day Jesus gained knowledge from the greearl of animate
and inanimate nature. He who had created all thizgshose word of power
hill and vale, river and tree, had come into beiags now a child of
humanity, and He studied the lessons which His bamd had written in leaf
and flowers and tree. The parables, by which, duktis ministry, Jesus
loved to teach His lessons of truth, show how open Spirit was to the
sweet influence of nature, and how, during thoskelém years, He delighted
to gather the spiritual teachings from all the sundings of daily life. To
Jesus the significance of the word and the workSad unfolded gradually,
as He was thinking, seeking to understand the reakthings, as any youth
may seek to understand.

Every child may gain knowledge, as Jesus did, flloenworks of nature
and the pages of God's Holy Word. As we try to bee@cquainted with our
heavenly Father through His Holy Word, angels wilme near, our minds
will be strengthened, our character will be elegtadad refined, and we shall
become more like our Saviour. And as we beholdottauty and grandeur of
the works of nature, our affections go out afted(Sehile the heart is awed
and the spirit subdued, the soul is invigoratectdming in contact with the
Infinite through His marvelous works. Communion lwitGod through
humble prayer, develops and strengthens the mantamoral faculties, and
spiritual powers increase by cultivating thoughtsm spiritual things.

Those who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to Guualifying their
thoughts by obedience to the law of God, will con#lly receive a new
endowment of physical and mental power. There bal heart yearnings
after God, and earnest prayer for clear percepbodiscern the office and
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work of the Holy Spirit. It is not for us to use lttut for the Holy Spirit to use
us, moulding, fashioning every power.

How to Prepare

The servants of Christ are to prepare no set spaeghresent when
brought to trial for their faith. Their preparatisto be made day by day, in
treasuring up in their hearts the precious truth&od's Word, in feeding
upon the teaching of Christ, and through prayegngfthening their faith;
then, when brought into trial, the Holy Spirit wiliing to their remembrance
the very truths that will reach the hearts of thab® shall come to hear.

God will flash the knowledge obtained by diligerasching of the
Scriptures, into their memory at the very time wites needed. But if they
neglect to fill their minds with the gems of trutifi,they do not acquaint
themselves with the words of Christ, if they haewar tasted the power of
His grace in trial, then they can not expect thatkoly Spirit will bring His
words to their remembrance. They are to serve Gailly dvith their
undivided affections, and then trust Him.
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Chapter 30

Fragments

Those who instruct children should avoid tediousnaeks. Short
remarks and to the point will have a happy inflleen€ much is to be said,
make up for briefness by frequency. A few wordsnbérest now and then
will be more beneficial than to have it all at onteng speeches burden the
small minds of children. Too much talk will leadeth to loathe even
spiritual instruction, just as overeating burdems $stomach and lessens the
appetite, leading even to a loathing of food. Thed® of the people may be
glutted with too much speechifying. Labor for theuoch, but especially for
the youth, should be line upon line, precept upmecept, here a little and
there a little. Give minds time to digest the taugfou feed them. Children
must be drawn toward heaven, not rashly, but vently,.

The student of the Sabbath-school should feel@®tighly in earnest to
become intelligent in the knowledge of the Scriptuas to excel in the study
of the sciences. If either is neglected, it shdaddhe lessons of the six days.
The injunction of our Saviour should be religioushgarded by every man,
woman, and child who professes His name. Teachetisel Sabbath-school
have a missionary field given them to teach thep8aes, not parrot-like, to
repeat over that which they have taken no paingnierstand. "They are
they which testify of Me,"--the Redeemer, Him inavh our hopes of eternal
life are centered. If teachers are not imbued withspirit of truth, and care
not for the knowledge of what is revealed in thertVof God, how can they
present the truth in an attractive light to thosdaer their charge? ...

The student of the Sabbath-school should be inesarshould dig deep

and search with the greatest care for the pregeuss of truth contained in
the weekly lessons. The privileges and opportuitraich they now have of
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becoming intelligent in regard to the Scripturesustl not be neglected. God
would have those who profess to be His followemsdhghly furnished with
proof of the doctrines of His Word. When and whesn this be better
obtained than in youth at the Sabbath-school? Bastiould in no case treat
this matter indifferently.

No one can labor in the Sabbath-school or in thmperance work
without reaping a bountiful harvest, not only iretnd of the world, but in
the present life. In the very effort to enlightendabless others, his own
views will become clearer and broader. The moreemgeavor to explain the
truth to others, with a love for souls, the plaimglt it become to ourselves.
It ever opens with new beauty and force to the rstdeding of the
expounder.

The Sabbath-school work is important, and all wreiaterested in the
truth should endeavor to make it prosperous.

Companies of Sabbath-keepers may be raised up my places. Often
they will not be large companies; but they must lm®ineglected; they must
not be left to die for want of proper personal dffand training. The work
should not be left prematurely. See that all arelligent in the truth,
established in the faith, and interested in evegnth of the work, before
leaving them for another field....

It has been proved in the missionary field thatatgker may be the
preaching talent, if the laboring part is negleciéthe people are not taught
how to work, how to conduct meetings, how to aelirtipart in missionary
labor, how to reach people successfully, the woilk lve nearly a failure.
There is much to be done in the Sabbath-school wadsl, in bringing the
people to realize their obligation, and to act ithmart. God calls them to
work for Him, and the ministers should guide thediorts.
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After referring to the faithfulness of Caleb, Hahpand Dorcas, the
testimony says:--

Such patient, prayerful, and persevering fidelisy véas possessed by
these saints of God is rare; yet the church canpnmtper without it. It is
needed in the church, in the Sabbath-school, asddiety.

The Sabbath-school is an important branch of thesiomary work, not
only because it gives to young and old a knowledfj6od's Word, but
because it awakens in them a love for its sacrgtidr and a desire to study
them for themselves; above all, it teaches themedgailate their lives by its
holy teachings.

At a certain meeting held in lowa in 1884, Sisteniy& said:--

By request | spoke about thirty minutes, warningnthagainst letting
their Sabbath-schools degenerate into a mere meahaoutine. We should
not seek to imitate Sunday-schools, nor keep upirtexest by offering
prizes. The offering of rewards will create rivalgnvy, and jealousy; and
some who are the most diligent and worthy will reedittle credit. Scholars
should not try to see how many verses they camlaad repeat; for this
brings too great a strain upon the ambitious chiidjle the rest become
discouraged.

Try none of these methods in your Sabbath-schoblst let
superintendents and teachers make every efforave hfe and interest in
their schools. What a blessing it would be if aluld teach as Jesus taught!
He did not aim to attract attention by elogquencebgr overwhelming
grandeur of sentiment. On the contrary, His languags plain, and His
thoughts were expressed with greatest simplicitit; He spoke with loving
earnestness. In your teaching be as near like Himoasible. Make your
exercises interesting. Let the teachers show thay thave thoroughly
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learned the lesson, and are intensely interestédliet there be no frivolous
or superficial interpretations of the Scripturest ket each be prepared to go
to the bottom of the subject presented.

Parents should feel it a sacred duty to instrueirtiehildren in the
statutes and requirements of God as well as irptbphecies. They should
educate their children at home, and should therasebe interested in the
Sabbath-school lessons. By studying with the cérdihey show that they
attach importance to the truth brought out in #esbns, and help to create a
taste for Bible knowledge.

Our Sabbath-schools, which are to instruct thedodl and youth, are
too superficial. The managers of these need to pieeper. They need to put
more thought and more hard work upon the work treydoing. They need
to be more thorough students of the Bible, andaweeha deeper religious
experience, in order to know how to conduct Sabbkakiools after the Lord's
order, and how to lead children and youth to tBaiviour. This is one of the
branches of the work that is crippling along foe tlvant of efficient,
discerning men and women, who feel their accoultityalbto God to use their
powers, not to exhibit self, not for vainglory, llatdo good.

There was a general superintendent of Sabbath-schaoo, while
addressing a Sabbath-school upon one occasionyevagiry, lengthy, and
uninteresting. A mother asked her daughter of teary if she enjoyed the
exercise, and also, "What did the minister say?d 8w little girl, "He said,
and he said, and he said, and he didn't say amgythiNow, we do not want
any such account of our labor as that. We wantvérg best of training for
the work that we can possibly have ourselves, abwte can make a success
in teaching others the things that we have learned.
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Religious Experience of Children

Religion helps children to study better and to daremfaithful work. A
little girl of twelve was telling, in a simple wathe evidence that she was a
Christian. "l did not like to study, but to playwls idle at school, and often
missed my lessons. Now | learn every lesson wellplease God. | was
mischievous at school, when the teachers wereaukirlg at me, making
fun for the children to look at. Now | wish to pseaGod by behaving well
and keeping the school laws. | was selfish at hahon't like to run errands,
and was sulky when mother called me from play 1p her in work. Now it
is a real joy for me to help mother in any way, &amgdhow that I love her."

Do not teach your children with reference to sonmeire period when
they shall be old enough to repent and believe tthéh. If properly
instructed, very young children may have correa@wa of their state as
sinners, and of the way of salvation through Christ

Our superintendents, our teachers in the Sabbathescshould be
frequently in prayer. A word spoken in due seas@y e as good seed in
youthful minds, and may result in leading littleefen the right path. But a
wrong word may lead their feet in the path of ruin.

In His charge to Peter, the Saviour first bade leed My lambs," and
afterward commanded, "Feed My sheep." In addredsiagapostle, Christ
says to all His servants, "Feed My lambs." Wherugemdmonished His
disciples not to despise the little ones, He adar@sll disciples in all ages.
His own love and care for children is a preciouareple for His followers.
If teachers in the Sabbath-school felt the loveclwhihey should feel for
these lambs of the flock, many more would be woth&fold of Christ. At
every suitable opportunity, let the story of Jedase be repeated to the
children. In every sermon let a little corner bé& ler their benefit. The
servant of Christ may have lasting friends in thidde ones, and his words
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may be to them as apples of gold in pictures gésil

We thank God that our Sabbath-schools have comédbenough to
advance many a precious enterprise. Children andhybave given their
pennies, that, like little rivulets, have suppliadstream of beneficence.
Children should be educated in such a way that thay perform unselfish
acts which heaven will rejoice to see. When the déwouth is upon them,
children should be trained how to do service fori€th They should be
taught self-denial.

Instruction in regard to conducting the Sabbatheetkhould, to a large
degree, be given in the home churches; for therledmo be made more direct
and the results will be more permanent if instiuttis given at home. This
work does not require the services of the ministdrsy should be free to
attend to the spiritual interests of the peopleeyTare to teach others what to
do. They must instruct the people as to how to ctortee Lord and how to
lead others to Him.

In a council of workers when considering the questof the work
which should be done at our camp-meetings, we hinee following
guestions and answers:--

Question--Would you think, Sister White, that takup the detail work
of drilling the Sabbath-school workers would comeler the same head?
[That is, drilling canvassers, and missionary waskend holding cooking
schools.]

Answer--Exactly; it is not the place for it. Thatto be done; but it has
its time and place.

Q.--Suppose they should call a Sabbath-school e¢diore and meet for
that purpose?
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A.--That is all right; and have those engaged toyctne burden of that
work, and not hold the people there [at the campting] to hear those
particular things. They have no special work irt thr@nch to do. The time is
too precious to be spent in that way.

The charge given to Peter by Christ just beforeddmsension was, "Feed
My lambs, "Feed My sheep;" and this commission beesn given to every
minister and worker. But the work has been negtedi¢hile something has
been done for the education and religious traimiipe youth, there is still a
great lack. Many more need to be encouraged amkdthelhere is not that
personal labor given which the case requires. hasthe ministers alone
who have neglected this solemn work of saving tbetly, the members of
the churches will have to settle with the Mastar tfeeir indifference and
neglect of duty.

The Lord is not glorified when the children are leeted and passed by.
They are to be educated, disciplined and patianttructed. They require
more than casual notice, more than a word of emagmment. They need
painstaking, prayerful, careful labor. The heasdttls filled with love and
sympathy will reach the hearts of the youth whoapparently careless and
hopeless.

The Teacher's Influence

It is our own character and experience that detegraur influence upon
others. In order to convince others of the powe€Cbfist's grace, we must
know its power in our own hearts and lives. Thepgbsve present for the
saving of souls must be the gospel by which our sauls are saved. Only
through a living faith in Christ as a personal ®aviis it possible to make
our influence felt in a skeptical world. If we wdutlraw sinners out of the
swift-running current, our own feet must be firnsigt upon the Rock, Christ
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Jesus.

The badge of Christianity is not an outward sigot, the wearing of a
cross or a crown, but it is that which revealsuhen of man with God. By
the power of his grace manifested in the transftionaof character the
world is to be convinced that God has sent his&oits Redeemer. No other
influence that can surround the human soul has paaler as the influence
of an unselfish life. The strongest argument irofanf the gospel is a loving
and lovable Christian.

Remember that you cannot read hearts. You do noivkhe motives
which prompted the actions that to you look wrompgere are many who
have not received a right education; their characége warped, they are
hard and gnarled, and seem to be crooked in evagy But the grace of
Christ can transform them. Never cast them asi@gvemdrive them to
discouragement or despair by saying, "You havepgisiated me, and | will
not try to help you." A few words spoken hastilyden provocation,--just
what we think they deserve,--may cut the cordsiftdience that should have
bound their hearts to ours.

The consistent life, the patient forbearance, thieitsunruffled under
provocation, is always the most conclusive argunasm the most solemn
appeal. If you have had opportunities and advastdgs have not fallen to
the lot of others, consider this, and be ever & yaareful, gentle teacher.

In order to have the wax take a clear, strong isgom of the seal, you
do not dash the seal upon it in a hasty, violent;wau carefully place the
seal on the plastic wax, and quietly, steadily prgsdown, until it has
hardened in the mold. In like manner deal with hareauls. The continuity
of Christian influence is the secret of its powand this depends on the
steadfastness of your manifestation of the charaafteChrist. Help those
who have erred, by telling them of your experien&sow how, when you

103



made grave mistakes, patience, kindness, and lhe#siion the part of your
fellow workers gave you courage and hope.

Until the judgment you will never know the influencof a kind,
considerate course toward the inconsistent, theasmnable, the unworthy.
When we meet with ingratitude and betrayal of sédrests, we are roused
to show our contempt or indignation. This the guibéixpect, they are
prepared for it. But kind forbearance takes themshyprise, and often
awakens their better impulses, and arouses a lgrigira nobler life.

Every association of life calls for the exercise sélf-control,
forbearance, and sympathy. We differ so widely ispdsition, habits,
education, that our ways of looking at things vaite judge differently. Our
understanding of truth, our ideas in regard tocireduct of life, are not in all
respects the same. There are no two whose experienalike in every
particular. The trials of one are not the trialsaobther. The duties that one
finds light, are to another most difficult and perng.

So frail, so ignorant, so liable to misconceptisnhuman nature, that
each should be careful in the estimate he places apother. We little know
the bearing of our acts upon the experience ofretiW¢hat we do or say may
seem to us of little moment, when, could our eye®pened, we should see
that upon it depended the most important resuttgdod or for evil.

Teachers Should Strive to Improve

Because there is so much cheapness of charactemust of the
counterfeit all around the youth, there is the moeed that the teacher's
words, attitude, and deportment should represenietavated and the true.
Children are quick to detect affectation or anyeotiveakness or defect. The
teacher can gain the respect of his pupils in herawvay than by revealing in
his own character the principles which he seekedoh them....
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But the teacher's usefulness depends not so muoh the actual
amount of his acquirements as upon the standasdhiah he aims. The true
teacher is not content with dull thoughts, an iedblmind, or a loose
memory. He constantly seeks higher attainmentsbatiér methods. His life
Is one of continual growth. In the work of sucheadher there is a freshness,
a quickening power, that awakens and inspiresumpd%...

Teachers are needed who are quick to discern amdowa every
opportunity for doing good; those who with enthssmia combine true
dignity; who are able to control, and "apt to teaevho can inspire thought,
arouse energy, and impart courage and life.

A teacher's advantages may have been limited, ab b may not
possess as high literary qualifications as mighdidsrable; yet if he has true
insight into human nature; if he has a genuine léme his work, and
appreciation of its magnitude, and a determinatonimprove; if he is
willing to labor earnestly and perseveringly, hdl dmprehend the needs of
his pupils, and, by his sympathetic, progressivetspvill inspire them to
follow as he seeks to lead them onward and upward.

The children and youth under the teacher's caréerdividely in
disposition, habits, and training. Some have nandef purpose or fixed
principles. They need to be awakened to their nmesipdities and
possibilities....

He who discerns the opportunities and privilegebisfwork will allow
nothing to stand in the way of earnest endeavorséf-improvement. He
will spare no pains to reach the highest standéreixcellence. All that he
desires his pupils to become, he will himself &triv be....

Those who desire to control others must first cadritremselves. To deal
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passionately with a child or youth will only arousis resentment. When a
parent or teacher becomes impatient, and is inafamigspeaking unwisely,
let him remain silent. There is wonderful powesilence.

The teacher must expect to meet perverse disposittamd obdurate
hearts. But in dealing with them he should nevegdothat he himself was
once a child, in need of discipline. Even now, wathhis advantages of age,
education, and experience, he often errs, and iseled of mercy and
forbearance. In training the youth he should carsitdat he is dealing with
those who have inclinations to evil similar to lm&n. They have almost
everything to learn, and it is much more diffictdt some to learn than for
others. With the dull pupil he should bear patinthot censuring his
ignorance, but improving every opportunity to gikien encouragement.
With sensitive, nervous pupils he should deal wenderly. A sense of his
own imperfections should lead him constantly to iiemsh sympathy and
forbearance toward those who also are strugglitig efficulties.

The Saviour's rule,--"As ye would that men shouwdal you, do ye also
to them likewise,"--should be the rule of all whodertake the training of
children and youth. They are the younger memberthefLord's family,
heirs with us of the grace of life. Christ's ruleosld be sacredly observed
toward the dullest, the youngest, the most blumderand even toward the
erring and rebellious....

The divine Teacher bears with the erring througithair perversity. His
love does not grow cold; his efforts to win them dot cease. With
outstretched arms he waits to welcome again andh dpa erring, the
rebellious, and even the apostate. His heart ishid with the helplessness
of the little child subject to rough usage. The ofyhuman suffering never
reaches his ear in vain. Though all are preciousdgrsight, the rough, sullen,
stubborn dispositions draw most heavily upon hisgthy and love; for he
traces from cause to effect. The one who is mastyempted, and is most
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inclined to err, is the special object of his sitlide.

Every parent and every teacher should cherishtthibuges of Him who
makes the cause of the afflicted, the sufferingl, e tempted, his own. He
should be one who can have "compassion on theaghoand on them that
are out of the way; for that he himself also is passed with infirmity."
Jesus treats us far better than we deserve; anel laas treated us, so we are
to treat others. The course of no parent or teaishjeistifiable if it is unlike
that which under similar circumstances the Saweanld pursue.

Prayerful Study

We should exert all the powers of the mind in thedg of the
Scriptures, and should task the understanding toposhend, as far as
mortals can, the deep things of God; yet we musfarget that the docility
and submission of a child is the true spirit of tlearner. Scriptural
difficulties can never be mastered by the same odistbthat are employed in
grappling with philosophical problems. We should engage in the study of
the Bible with that self-reliance with which so mpaanter the domains of
science, but with a prayerful dependence upon @nd,a sincere desire to
learn his will. We must come with a humble and kednte spirit to obtain
knowledge from the great | AM. Otherwise, evil alsgeill so blind our
minds and harden our hearts that we shall not Ipeassed by the truth.

Many a portion of Scripture which learned men prome a mystery, or
pass over as unimportant, is full of comfort anstnnction to him who has
been taught in the school of Christ. One reason magy theologians have
no clearer understanding of God's word is, thepeltheir eyes to truths
which they do not wish to practise. An understagdih Bible truth depends
not so much on the power of intellect brought te search as on the
singleness of purpose, the earnest longing afieteousness.
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The Bible should never be studied without prayére Holy Spirit alone
can cause us to feel the importance of those treagg to be understood, or
prevent us from wresting truths difficult of compession. It is the office of
heavenly angels to prepare the heart so to compdeGed's word that we
shall be charmed with its beauty, admonished byvasiings, or animated
and strengthened by its promises. We should makegalmist's petition our
own, "Open Thou mine eyes, that | may behold wouslrithings out of thy
law." Temptations often appear irresistible becaubeough neglect of
prayer and the study of the Bible, the tempted carenot readily remember
God's promises and meet Satan with the Scriptuspares. But angels are
round about those who are willing to be taught iwing things; and in the
time of great necessity, they will bring to thesmrembrance the very truths
which are needed.
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