Book 1

FROM THE CREATION TO THE
DEATH OF ISAAC

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
The Constitution of the World

1. In the beginning God created the heaven aneéadnth. But when the
earth did not come into sight, but was covered wliick darkness, and a
wind moved upon its surface, God commanded thatetshould be light:
and when that was made, he considered the whols, rand separated the
light and the darkness; and the name he gave tovaséNight, and the other
he called Day: and he named the beginning of ligihd, the time of rest, The
Evening and The Morning, and this was indeed tts fiay. But Moses said
it was one day; the cause of which | am able te gven now; but because |
have promised to give such reasons for all thingstreatise by itself, | shall
put off its exposition till that time. After thign the second day, he placed
the heaven over the whole world, and separatadnt the other parts, and
he determined it should stand by itself. He alsacgdl a crystalline
[firmament] round it, and put it together in a managreeable to the earth,
and fitted it for giving moisture and rain, and &ffording the advantage of
dews. On the third day he appointed the dry lamapfzear, with the sea itself
round about it; and on the very same day he magpldnts and the seeds to
spring out of the earth. On the fourth day he addrthe heaven with the
sun, the moon, and the other stars, and appoihin their motions and
courses, that the vicissitudes of the seasons rhigldlearly signified. And
on the fifth day he produced the living creatutasth those that swim, and
those that fly; the former in the sea, the lattetnie air: he also sorted them
as to society and mixture, for procreation, and their kinds might increase
and multiply. On the sixth day he created the flmated beasts, and made
them male and female: on the same day he also toman. Accordingly
Moses says, That in just six days the world, ahthat is therein, was made.
And that the seventh day was a rest, and a releasethe labor of such
operations; whence it is that we celebrate a resh our labors on that day,
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and call it the Sabbath, which word denotes retitenHebrew tongue.

2. Moreover, Moses, after the seventh day was @Webegins to talk
philosophically; and concerning the formation ofrmaays thus: That God
took dust from the ground, and formed man, andrieadan him a spirit and
a soul. (2) This man was called Adam, which inHebrew tongue signifies
one that is red, because he was formed out of eeth,ecompounded
together; for of that kind is virgin and true earthod also presented the
living creatures, when he had made them, accoraitigeir kinds, both male
and female, to Adam, who gave them those nameshghwthey are still
called. But when he saw that Adam had no femalepeomon, no society,
for there was no such created, and that he wondsréde other animals
which were male and female, he laid him asleep,tanll away one of his
ribs, and out of it formed the woman; whereupon iAdanew her when she
was brought to him, and acknowledged that she wadenout of himself.
Now a woman is called in the Hebrew tongue Issd;tha name of this
woman was Eve, which signifies the mother of aihlg.

3. Moses says further, that God planted a paradligee east, flourishing
with all sorts of trees; and that among them wasttbe of life, and another
of knowledge, whereby was to be known what was gaud evil; and that
when he brought Adam and his wife into this gardencommanded ;hem to
take care of the plants. Now the garden was wateyeshe river, (3) which
ran round about the whole earth, and was partedfinuir parts. And Phison,
which denotes a multitude, running into India, ngks exit into the sea, and
Is by the Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates alseekhss Tigris, goes down
into the Red Sea. (4) Now the name Euphrates, mti®hdenotes either a
dispersion, or a flower: by Tiris, or Diglath, igsified what is swift, with
narrowness; and Geon runs through Egypt, and dendtat arises from the
east, which the Greeks call Nile.

4. God therefore commanded that Adam and his witaulsel eat of all
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the rest of the plants, but to abstain from the tEknowledge; and foretold
to them, that if they touched it, it would proveithdestruction. But while all
the living creatures had one language, (5) attthm the serpent, which then
lived together with Adam and his wife, shewed awi@ms disposition, at his
supposal of their living happily, and in obedietacghe commands of God;
and imagining, that when they disobeyed them, tweuld fall into
calamities, he persuaded the woman, out of a roakcintention, to taste of
the tree of knowledge, telling them, that in thaetwas the knowledge of
good and evil; which knowledge, when they shoulthiot) they would lead a
happy life; nay, a life not inferior to that of ady by which means he
overcame the woman, and persuaded her to desmseothmand of God.
Now when she had tasted of that tree, and was gdeasth its fruit, she
persuaded Adam to make use of it also. Upon thag fherceived that they
were become naked to one another; and being ash#imsdto appear
abroad, they invented somewhat to cover them;Herttee sharpened their
understanding; and they covered themselves witlefiges; and tying these
before them, out of modesty, they thought they wexgpier than they were
before, as they had discovered what they were int wh But when God
came into the garden, Adam, who was wont beforeotme and converse
with him, being conscious of his wicked behaviognivout of the way. This
behavior surprised God; and he asked what was #usecof this his
procedure; and why he, that before delighted i toaversation, did now
fly from it, and avoid it. When he made no reply,cmnscious to himself that
he had transgressed the command of God, God shidad before
determined about you both, how you might lead apidife, without any
affliction, and care, and vexation of soul; andttak things which might
contribute to your enjoyment and pleasure shouldwgmup by my
providence, of their own accord, without your ovalbdr and pains-taking;
which state of labor and pains-taking would soandon old age, and death
would not be at any remote distance: but now themt hbused this my good-
will, and hast disobeyed my commands; for thy siéeis not the sign of thy
virtue, but of thy evil conscience." However, Adarcused his sin, and
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entreated God not to be angry at him, and laidothene of what was done
upon his wife; and said that he was deceived by dmt thence became an
offender; while she again accused the serpent. Godl allotted him
punishment, because he weakly submitted to the ssbwf his wife; and
said the ground should not henceforth yield itstdrof its own accord, but
that when it should be harassed by their labahdauld bring forth some of
its fruits, and refuse to bring forth others. Heocamade Eve liable to the
inconveniency of breeding, and the sharp painsrimiglng forth children;
and this because she persuaded Adam with the sajuments wherewith
the serpent had persuaded her, and had therebyghirdiim into a
calamitous condition. He also deprived the serpehtspeech, out of
indignation at his malicious disposition towards afd Besides this, he
inserted poison under his tongue, and made himramy to men; and
suggested to them, that they should direct thenket against his head, that
being the place wherein lay his mischievous desigmsards men, and it
being easiest to take vengeance on him, that wagl.when he had deprived
him of the use of his feet, he made him to gomgllall along, and dragging
himself upon the ground. And when God had appoitikede penalties for
them, he removed Adam and Eve out of the gardemanother place.

Footnotes:

1. Since Josephus, in his Preface, sect. 4, saysMbaes wrote some
things enigmatically, some allegorically, and tlestrin plain words,
since in his account of the first chapter of Gesieand the first three
verses of the second, he gives us no hints of aysgary at all; but when
he here comes to ver. 4, etc. he says that Mofies,the seventh day
was over, began to talk philosophically; it is mety improbable that he
understood the rest of the second and the thirdpter® in some
enigmatical, or allegorical, or philosophical sen$be change of the
name of God just at this place, from Elohim to JathoElohim, from
God to Lord God, in the Hebrew, Samaritan, and &apht, does also
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not a little favor some such change in the namatioconstruction.

. We may observe here, that Josephus supposed rbarctompounded of
spirit, soul, and body, with St. Paul, 1 Thessalari5:23, and the rest of
the ancients: he elsewhere says also, that thed bddcanimals was
forbidden to be eaten, as having in it soul andtspintiq. B. Ill. ch. 11.
sect. 2.

. Whence this strange notion came, which yet is moupar to Joseph,,
but, as Dr. Hudson says here, is derived from cddéinors, as if four of
the greatest rivers in the world, running two oérthat vast distances
from the other two, by some means or other watpezddise, is hard to
say. Only since Josephus has already appearetktm@te this history,
and take notice that these four names had a plaricignification;
Phison for Ganges, a multitude; Phrath for Euplsrag#her a dispersion
or a flower; Diglath for Tigris, what is swift, witnarrowness; and Geon
for Nile, what arises from the east,--we perhapstakie him when we
suppose he literally means those four rivers; aafieas to Geon or
Nile, which arises from the east, while he verylwakw the literal Nile
arises from the south; though what further alleggdrsense he had in
view, is now, | fear, impossible to be determined.

. By the Red Sea is not here meant the Arabian @hiich alone we now
call by that name, but all that South Sea, whiatiuded the Red Sea,
and the Persian Gulf, as far as the East Indie®Redand and Hudson
here truly note, from the old geographers.

. Hence it appears, that Josephus thought severéast, of the brute
animals, particularly the serpent, could speak tteefioe fall. And | think
few of the more perfect kinds of those animals wer@ organs of
speech at this day. Many inducements there aret@laaotion, that the
present state they are in, is not their originatest and that their
capacities have been once much greater than wesaevhem, and are
capable of being restored to their former conditiBat as to this most
ancient, and authentic, and probably allegoricaloant of that grand
affair of the fall of our first parents, | have sewhat more to say in way
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of conjecture, but being only a conjecture, | omibnly thus far, that
the imputation of the sin of our first parentsiteit posterity, any further
than as some way the cause or occasion of man'&litygrseems
almost entirely groundless; and that both man,thadther subordinate
creatures, are hereafter to be delivered from tingecthen brought upon
them, and at last to be delivered from that bondafyeorruption,
Romans 8:19-22.



Chapter 2
The Posterity of Adam

1. Adam and Eve had two sons: the elder of them neamsed Cain;
which name, when it is interpreted, signifies agession: the younger was
Abel, which signifies sorrow. They had also daughteNow the two
brethren were pleased with different courses @f libr Abel, the younger,
was a lover of righteousness; and believing thad @as present at all his
actions, he excelled in virtue; and his employmeas that of a shepherd.
But Cain was not only very wicked in other respebtg was wholly intent
upon getting; and he first contrived to plough gneund. He slew his brother
on the occasion following : -- They had resolveds#urifice to God. Now
Cain brought the fruits of the earth, and of hisbandry; but Abel brought
milk, and the first-fruits of his flocks: but Godas more delighted with the
latter oblation, (1) when he was honored with wgratw naturally of its own
accord, than he was with what was the inventiora @ovetous man, and
gotten by forcing the ground; whence it was thainGeas very angry that
Abel was preferred by God before him; and he slesabhother, and hid his
dead body, thinking to escape discovery. But Gomwkng what had been
done, came to Cain, and asked him what was becéims brother, because
he had not seen him of many days; whereas he useaabderve them
conversing together at other times. But Cain wagauabt with himself, and
knew not what answer to give to God. At first helghat he was himself at
a loss about his brother's disappearing; but wtewds provoked by God,
who pressed him vehemently, as resolving to knowtwine matter was, he
replied, he was not his brother's guardian or keep®r was he an observer
of what he did. But, in return, God convicted Caas, having been the
murderer of his brother; and said, "I wonder aethiat thou knowest not
what is become of a man whom thou thyself hastrogst." God therefore
did not inflict the punishment [of death] upon hiom account of his offering
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sacrifice, and thereby making supplication to hiot to be extreme in his
wrath to him; but he made him accursed, and thnealtdris posterity in the
seventh generation. He also cast him, together mahvife, out of that land.
And when he was afraid that in wandering abouthwulkl fall among Wild

beasts, and by that means perish, God bid him magntertain such a
melancholy suspicion, and to go over all the eavithout fear of what

mischief he might suffer from wild beasts; andiagth mark upon him, that
he might be known, he commanded him to depart.

2. And when Cain had traveled over many counthes,with his wife,
built a city, named Nod, which is a place so callmad there he settled his
abode; where also he had children. However, he ndid accept of his
punishment in order to amendment, but to increasenitkedness; for he
only aimed to procure everything that was for hignobodily pleasure,
though it obliged him to be injurious to his neighth He augmented his
household substance with much wealth, by rapinevamlénce; he excited
his acquaintance to procure pleasures and spoil®liiyery, and became a
great leader of men into wicked courses. He alsodiiced a change in that
way of simplicity wherein men lived before; and whe author of measures
and weights. And whereas they lived innocently gaderously while they
knew nothing of such arts, he changed the worlol coinning craftiness. He
first of all set boundaries about lands: he buittitg, and fortified it with
walls, and he compelled his family to come togetbat; and called that city
Enoch, after the name of his eldest son Enoch. Naxed was the son of
Enoch; whose son was Malaliel; whose son was Mathpysvhose son was
Lamech; who had seventy-seven children by two wiG#a and Ada. Of
those children by Ada, one was Jabal: he erected,tand loved the life of a
shepherd. But Jubal, who was born of the same maeiltle him, exercised
himself in music; (2) and invented the psaltery #&me harp. But Tubal, one
of his children by the other wife, exceeded all nrestrength, and was very
expert and famous in martial performances. He pextwhat tended to the
pleasures of the body by that method; and firsalbfinvented the art of
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making brass. Lamech was also the father of a dauglvhose name was
Naamah. And because he was so skillful in mattesvine revelation, that

he knew he was to be punished for Cain's murdarsdbrother, he made that
known to his wives. Nay, even while Adam was alikeszame to pass that
the posterity of Cain became exceeding wicked, yevmre successively
dying, one after another, more wicked than the &rrhey were intolerable
in war, and vehement in robberies; and if anyongewstow to murder

people, yet was he bold in his profligate behavioracting unjustly, and

doing injuries for gain.

3. Now Adam, who was the first man, and made ouhefearth, (for
our discourse must now be about him,) after Abe$ wlain, and Cain fled
away, on account of his murder, was solicitous gosterity, and had a
vehement desire of children, he being two hundretithirty years old; after
which time he lived other seven hundred, and thed.de had indeed many
other children, (3) but Seth in particular. As fbe rest, it would be tedious
to name them; | will therefore only endeavor toegan account of those that
proceeded from Seth. Now this Seth, when he wasghitoup, and came to
those years in which he could discern what was gbedame a virtuous
man; and as he was himself of an excellent chataste did he leave
children behind him who imitated his virtues. (4l) these proved to be of
good dispositions. They also inhabited the samatcpwvithout dissensions,
and in a happy condition, without any misfortuna8lirig upon them, till
they died. They also were the inventors of thaupacsort of wisdom which
is concerned with the heavenly bodies, and thedeior And that their
inventions might not be lost before they were sidfitly known, upon
Adam's prediction that the world was to be destricgteone time by the force
of fire, and at another time by the violence andmrdity of water, they made
two pillars, (5) the one of brick, the other of &0 they inscribed their
discoveries on them both, that in case the pilfdorick should be destroyed
by the flood, the pillar of stone might remain, adibit those discoveries
to mankind; and also inform them that there wastlaropillar of brick
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erected by them. Now this remains in the land d&8ito this day.

Footnotes:

1. St. John's account of the reason why God accepeddcrifice of Abel,
and rejected that of Cain; as also why Cain slewlAtn account of that
his acceptance with God, is much better than thidosephus: | mean,
because "Cain was of the evil one, and slew hithbroAnd wherefore
slew he him? Because his own works were evil, argd bnother's
righteous,” 1 John 3:12. Josephus's reason seebes no better than a
pharisaical notion or tradition.

2. From this Jubal, not improbably, came Jobel, thenpet of jobel or
jubilee; that large and loud musical instrumenedus proclaiming the
liberty at the year of jubilee.

3. The number of Adam's children, as says the oldtioedwas thirty-three
sons, and twenty-three daughters.

4. What is here said of Seth and his posterity, they tvere very good and
virtuous, and at the same time very happy, withey considerable
misfortunes, for seven generations, [see ch. 2. $ebefore; and ch. 3.
sect. 1, hereatfter,] is exactly agreeable to thte sif the world and the
conduct of Providence in all the first ages.

5. Of Josephus's mistake here, when he took SethameosAdam, for
Seth or Sesostris, king of Egypt, the erector of gillar in the land of
Siriad, see Essay on the Old Testament, Appendix159, 160.
Although the main of this relation might be trueydaAdam might
foretell a conflagration and a deluge, which aliguity witnesses to be
an ancient tradition; nay, Seth's posterity migigrave their inventions
in astronomy on two such pillars; yet it is no wengdible that they
could survive the deluge, which has buried all spitlars and edifices
far under ground in the sediment of its watersgemsly since the like
pillars of the Egyptian Seth or Sesostris were rexgédter the flood, in
the land of Siriad, and perhaps in the days ofplusg also, as is shown
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in the place here referred to.
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Chapter 3

The Flood and After

1. Now this posterity of Seth continued to esteemd @s the Lord of the
universe, and to have an entire regard to virtoleséven generations; but in
process of time they were perverted, and forsoak ghactices of their
forefathers; and did neither pay those honors td ®bich were appointed
them, nor had they any concern to do justice towangn. But for what
degree of zeal they had formerly shown for virtirey now showed by their
actions a double degree of wickedness, whereby riye God to be their
enemy. For many angels (1) of God accompanied widlmen, and begat
sons that proved unjust, and despisers of allvlagtgood, on account of the
confidence they had in their own strength; for tifaglition is, that these men
did what resembled the acts of those whom the @nsccall giants. But
Noah was very uneasy at what they did; and beisplethsed at their
conduct, persuaded them to change their dispositon their acts for the
better: but seeing they did not yield to him, brevslaves to their wicked
pleasures, he was afraid they would kill him, tbgetwith his wife and
children, and those they had married; so he departeof that land.

2. Now God loved this man for his righteousnes<: lye not only
condemned those other men for their wickednessdétgrmined to destroy
the whole race of mankind, and to make another that should be pure
from wickedness; and cutting short their lives, amaking their years not so
many as they formerly lived, but one hundred anehty only, (2) he turned
the dry land into sea; and thus were all these desitroyed: but Noah alone
was saved; for God suggested to him the followiogtcvance and way of
escape : - That he should make an ark of fourestdnigh, three hundred
cubits (3) long, fifty cubits broad, and thirty etsohigh. Accordingly he
entered into that ark, and his wife, and sons, taed wives, and put into it
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not only other provisions, to support their wartsre, but also sent in with
the rest all sorts of living creatures, the malal dns female, for the
preservation of their kinds; and others of themsbyens. Now this ark had
firm walls, and a roof, and was braced with crosars, so that it could not
be any way drowned or overborne by the violencéhefwater. And thus
was Noah, with his family, preserved. Now he wastdnth from Adam, as
being the son of Lamech, whose father was Mathuselavas the son of
Enoch, the son of Jared; and Jared was the soralaiéél, who, with many
of his sisters, were the children of Cainan, the sbEnos. Now Enos was
the son of Seth, the son of Adam.

3. This calamity happened in the six hundredth ye&rNoah's
government, [age,] in the second month, (4) cdipethe Macedonians Dius,
but by the Hebrews Marchesuan: for so did they rotheir year in Egypt.
But Moses appointed that G Nisan, which is the saitte Xanthicus, should
be the first month for their festivals, becausédfmight them out of Egypt in
that month: so that this month began the year &l tihe solemnities they
observed to the honor of God, although he presdhedriginal order of the
months as to selling and buying, and other ordiadfigirs. Now he says that
this flood began on the twenty-seventh [seventdedty of the fore
mentioned month; and this was two thousand six redhdnd fifty-six [one
thousand six hundred and fifty-six] years from Addhe first man; and the
time is written down in our sacred books, those Wien lived having noted
down, (5) with great accuracy, both the births dadths of illustrious men.

4. For indeed Seth was born when Adam was in hes hundred and
thirtieth year, who lived :nine hundred and thiyiyars. Seth begat Enos in
his two hundred and fifth year; who, when he haedi nine hundred and
twelve years, delivered the government to Cainansbn, whom he had in
his hundred and ninetieth year. He lived nine haddmnd five years. Cainan,
when he had lived nine hundred and ten years, ddm Malaleel, who
was born in his hundred and seventieth year. ThadaMel, having lived
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eight hundred and ninety-five years, died, leavng son Jared, whom he
begat when he was in his hundred and sixty-fiftaryele lived nine hundred
and sixty-two years; and then his son Enoch suezkédn, who was born

when his father was one hundred and sixty-two yeltsNow he, when he

had lived three hundred and sixty-five years, diggaand went to God;

whence it is that they have not written down hiatdeNow Mathusela, the
son of Enoch, who was born to him when he was amelted and sixty-five

years old, had Lamech for his son when he was amelred and eighty-

seven years of age; to whom he delivered the gowemh when he had
retained it nine hundred and sixty-nine years. Nawnech, when he had
governed seven hundred and seventy-seven yeamsinggg Noah, his son,

to be ruler of the people, who was born to Lamebkmhe was one hundred
and eighty-two years old, and retained the govemimime hundred and fifty

years. These years collected together make uputhebgfore set down. But
let no one inquire into the deaths of these mentHey extended their lives
along together with their children and grandchigreut let him have regard
to their births only.

5. When God gave the signal, and it began to ithie,water poured
down forty entire days, till it became fifteen cigbhigher than the earth;
which was the reason why there was no greater nuprbserved, since they
had no place to fly to. When the rain ceased, tatemdid but just begin to
abate after one hundred and fifty days, (thatnsthe seventeenth day of the
seventh month,) it then ceasing to subside fatla hile. After this, the ark
rested on the top of a certain mountain in Armemjch, when Noah
understood, he opened it; and seeing a small ppédand about it, he
continued quiet, and conceived some cheerful hopaeseliverance. But a
few days afterward, when the water was decreaseddeater degree, he
sent out a raven, as desirous to learn whetheotgy part of the earth were
left dry by the water, and whether he might goafuhe ark with safety; but
the raven, finding all the land still overflowe&turned to Noah again. And
after seven days he sent out a dove, to know #te sf the ground; which
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came back to him covered with mud, and bringingplwe branch: hereby
Noah learned that the earth was become clear ofidbd. So after he had
staid seven more days, he sent the living creaturesf the ark; and both he
and his family went out, when he also sacrificeébtmd, and feasted with his
companions. However, the Armenians call this plgd€&REEK) (6) The
Place of Descent; for the ark being saved in thate its remains are shown
there by the inhabitants to this day.

6. Now all the writers of barbarian histories makention of this flood,
and of this ark; among whom is Berosus the Chald&an when he is
describing the circumstances of the flood, he gwethus: "It is said there is
still some part of this ship in Armenia, at the mtain of the Cordyaeans;
and that some people carry off pieces of the bitymdnich they take away,
and use chiefly as amulets for the averting of mefs." Hieronymus the
Egyptian also, who wrote the Phoenician Antiqujtiasd Mnaseas, and a
great many more, make mention of the same. Naylalis of Damascus, in
his ninety-sixth book, hath a particular relatidooat them; where he speaks
thus: "There is a great mountain in Armenia, ovémnyds, called Baris, upon
which it is reported that many who fled at the tiafighe Deluge were saved;
and that one who was carried in an ark came oresljoon the top of it; and
that the remains of the timber were a great whiksg@rved. This might be
the man about whom Moses the legislator of the Jenote."

7. But as for Noah, he was afraid, since God hadraened to destroy
mankind, lest he should drown the earth every ysarhe offered burnt-
offerings, and besought God that nature might lnego on in its former
orderly course, and that he would not bring onrsaga judgment any more,
by which the whole race of creatures might be ingea of destruction: but
that, having now punished the wicked, he would isfgoodness spare the
remainder, and such as he had hitherto judgea fiiet delivered from so
severe a calamity; for that otherwise these lasttrbe more miserable than
the first, and that they must be condemned to asevaondition than the
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others, unless they be suffered to escape entitedy;is, if they be reserved
for another deluge; while they must be afflictedhwthe terror and sight of

the first deluge, and must also be destroyed bgcargl. He also entreated
God to accept of his sacrifice, and to grant thatearth might never again
undergo the like effects of 'his wrath; that memmibe permitted to go on
cheerfully in cultivating the same; to build citiend live happily in them;

and that they might not be deprived of any of thgsed things which they

enjoyed before the Flood; but might attain to tke length of days, and old

age, which the ancient people had arrived at before

8. When Noah had made these supplications, God,lexeanl the man
for his righteousness, granted entire successst@iayers, and said, that it
was not he who brought the destruction on a pdallwterld, but that they
underwent that vengeance on account of their owakedness; and that he
had not brought men into the world if he had himhdetermined to destroy
them, it being an instance of greater wisdom ndtawee granted them life at
all, than, after it was granted, to procure thestduction; "But the injuries,"
said he, "they offered to my holiness and virtumcéd me to bring this
punishment upon them. But | will leave off for thme to come to require
such punishments, the effects of so great wrath,their future wicked
actions, and especially on account of thy prayBus.if | shall at any time
send tempests of rain, in an extraordinary manmemot affrighted at the
largeness of the showers; for the water shall ncenoverspread the earth.
However, | require you to abstain from shedding bleod of men, and to
keep yourselves pure from murder; and to puniskahbat commit any such
thing. | permit you to make use of all the othesing creatures at your
pleasure, and as your appetites lead you; for &€ m&de you lords of them
all, both of those that walk on the land, and ththsg¢ swim in the waters,
and of those that fly in the regions of the airhogh, excepting their blood,
for therein is the life. But | will give you a sighat | have left off my anger
by my bow [whereby is meant the rainbow, for thestedmined that the
rainbow was the bow of God]. And when God had seid promised thus,
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he went away.

9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fyfiyars after the
Flood, and that all that time happily, he died, ihgviived the number of
nine hundred and fifty years. But let no one, upomparing the lives of the
ancients with our lives, and with the few yearsakhive now live, think that
what we have said of them is false; or make thetsass of our lives at
present an argument, that neither did they attasotlong a duration of life,
for those ancients were beloved of God, and [lateigde by God himself;
and because their food was then fitter for thequrgation of life, might well
live so great a number of years: and besides, (foddad them a longer
time of life on account of their virtue, and theogouse they made of it in
astronomical and geometrical discoveries, which ldrkawt have afforded
the time of foretelling [the periods of the statsjless they had lived six
hundred years; for the great year is completedha interval. Now | have
for witnesses to what | have said, all those tlaaehwritten Antiquities, both
among the Greeks and barbarians; for even Manetinm wrote the
Egyptian History, and Berosus, who collected thal@®an Monuments, and
Mochus, and Hestieus, and, besides these, Hieramyhei Egyptian, and
those who composed the Phoenician History, agrew/at | here say:
Hesiod also, and Hecatseus, Hellanicus, and Aassiland, besides these,
Ephorus and Nicolaus relate that the ancients lavéldousand years. But as
to these matters, let every one look upon theneahihks fit.

Footnotes:

1. This notion, that the fallen angels were, in soemss, the fathers of the
old giants, was the constant opinion of antiquity.

2. Josephus here supposes that the life of thesesgfaniof them only do |
understand him, was now reduced to 120 years; wbkiclonfirmed by
the fragment of Enoch, sect. 10, in Authent. Reat P p. 268. For as to
the rest of mankind, Josephus himself confessas Ithes were much
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longer than 120 years, for many generations dfierflbod, as we shall
see presently; and he says they were graduallyesteat till the days of
Moses, and then fixed [for some time] at 120, chsegt. 5. Nor indeed
need we suppose that either Enoch or Josephus ioesnérpret these
120 years for the life of men before the flood bt different from the
120 years of God's patience [perhaps while thewak preparing] till

the deluge; which | take to be the meaning of Gdenvhe threatened
this wicked world, that if they so long continuadpenitent, their days
should be no more than 120 years.

. A cubit is about 21 English inches.

Josephus here truly determines, that the yeareaFkhod began about
the autumnal equinox. As to what day of the mohthRlood began, our
Hebrew and Samaritan, and perhaps Josephus's gwn moore rightly
placed it on the 17th day, instead of the 27thhase; for Josephus
agrees with them, as to the distance of 150 dayksetd 7th day of the
7th month, as Genesis 7. ult. with 8:3.

. Josephus here takes notice, that these ancienalggres were first set

down by those that then lived, and from them weaasmitted down to
posterity; which | suppose to be the true accotitihat matter. For there
IS no reason to imagine that men were not taughtdd and write soon
after they were taught to speak; and perhaps ah&wessiah himself,
who, under the Father, was the Creator or Goveofianankind, and
who frequently in those early days appeared to them

. This (GREEK), or Place of Descent, is the properdeging of the

Armenian name of this very city. It is called inoleimy Naxuana, and
by Moses Chorenensis, the Armenian historian, ldahg but at the
place itself Nachidsheuan, which signifies Thet folace of descent, and
Is a lasting monument of the preservation of Noakhe ark, upon the
top of that mountain, at whose foot it was buift,the first city or town
after the flood. See Antiq. B. XX. ch. 2. sectaBd Moses Chorenensis,
who also says elsewhere, that another town watedkelay tradition to
have been called Seron, or, The Place of Dispersioraccount of the
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dispersion of Xisuthrus's or Noah's sons, from teefirst made.

Whether any remains of this ark be still presenasdthe people of the
country suppose, | cannot certainly tell. Mons. fhefiort had, not very
long since, a mind to see the place himself, but with too great

dangers and difficulties to venture through them.
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Chapter 4

The Tower of Babylon

1. Now the sons of Noah were three, - Shem, JaphdtHam, born one
hundred years before the Deluge. These first ofdaBcended from the
mountains into the plains, and fixed their habdatthere; and persuaded
others who were greatly afraid of the lower grouadsaccount of the flood,
and so were very loath to come down from the highaces, to venture to
follow their examples. Now the plain in which thégst dwelt was called
Shinar. God also commanded them to send coloniesdbfor the thorough
peopling of the earth, that they might not raisgitsans among themselves,
but might cultivate a great part of the earth, amgoy its fruits after a
plentiful manner. But they were so ill instructédt they did not obey God,;
for which reason they fell into calamities, and &vanade sensible, by
experience, of what sin they had been guilty: faewthey flourished with a
numerous youth, God admonished them again to sencotonies; but they,
imagining the prosperity they enjoyed was not detifrom the favor of
God, but supposing that their own power was thepg@rocause of the
plentiful condition they were in, did not obey hiiMay, they added to this
their disobedience to the Divine will, the suspicihat they were therefore
ordered to send out separate colonies, that, mmded asunder, they might
the more easily be Oppressed.

2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such dnoat and contempt
of God. He was the grandson of Ham, the son of Nadbold man, and of
great strength of hand. He persuaded them notdbasit to God, as if it
was through his means they were happy, but to\eelieat it was their own
courage which procured that happiness. He alsougityd changed the
government into tyranny, seeing no other way ofig men from the fear
of God, but to bring them into a constant dependenct his power. He also
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said he would be revenged on God, if he should lBaw@nd to drown the
world again; for that he would build a tower toglhifor the waters to be
able to reach! and that he would avenge himselGod for destroying their
forefathers!

3. Now the multitude were very ready to follow tdetermination of
Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of cowardice tonstito God; and they
built a tower, neither sparing any pains, nor bam@ny degree negligent
about the work: and, by reason of the multitudénaids employed in it, it
grew very high, sooner than anyone could expedtiHmithickness of it was
SO great, and it was so strongly built, that therge great height seemed,
upon the view, to be less than it really was. Itswvmuilt of burnt brick,
cemented together with mortar, made of bitumen, ith@might not be liable
to admit water. When God saw that they acted sdynhd did not resolve
to destroy them utterly, since they were not grawser by the destruction
of the former sinners; but he caused a tumult antbeq, by producing in
them divers languages, and causing that, throughnihltitude of those
languages, they should not be able to understaedamother. The place
wherein they built the tower is now called Babylbecause of the confusion
of that language which they readily understood teefdor the Hebrews
mean by the word Babel, confusion. The Sibyl alstk@s mention of this
tower, and of the confusion of the language, whHen says thus: "When all
men were of one language, some of them built a tugler, as if they would
thereby ascend up to heaven, but the gods sentstufrwind and overthrew
the tower, and gave every one his peculiar language for this reason it
was that the city was called Babylon." But as te flan of Shinar, in the
country of Babylonia, Hestiaeus mentions it, whershays thus: "Such of the
priests as were saved, took the sacred vesselgpdé€dEnyalius, and came
to Shinar of Babylonia."
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Chapter 5

The Posterity of Noah

1. After this they were dispersed abroad, on accolitheir languages,
and went out by colonies everywhere; and each galook possession of
that land which they light upon, and unto which Jed them; so that the
whole continent was filled with them, both the miaand the maritime
countries. There were some also who passed ovesdhein ships, and
inhabited the islands: and some of those nationsstlb retain the
denominations which were given them by their ficgtnders; but some have
lost them also, and some have only admitted cedh@amges in them, that
they might be the more intelligible to the inhabtea And they were the
Greeks who became the authors of such mutatiorrswhken in after-ages
they grew potent, they claimed to themselves tleyghf antiquity; giving
names to the nations that sounded well (in Greedd) they might be better
understood among themselves; and setting agreéaioies of government
over them, as if they were a people derived froemtbelves.
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Chapter 6

Every Nation Was Denominated

1. Now they were the grandchildren of Noah, in hoofowhom names
were imposed on the nations by those that firgteseupon them. Japhet, the
son of Noah, had seven sons: they inhabited sd, bHeginning at the
mountains Taurus and Amanus, they proceeded alsra As far as the river
Tansis, and along Europe to Cadiz; and settlingniedves on the lands
which they light upon, which none had inhabitedobef they called the
nations by their own names. For Gomer founded tlvdsem the Greeks
now call Galatians, [Galls,] but were then callednigrites. Magog founded
those that from him were named Magogites, but wie iy the Greeks
called Scythians. Now as to Javan and Madai, thes sd Japhet; from
Madai came the Madeans, who are called Medes, é\Gtieeks; but from
Javan, lonia, and all the Grecians, are derivedob&h founded the
Thobelites, who are now called Iberes; and the Miosni were founded by
Mosoch; now they are Cappadocians. There is als@ark of their ancient
denomination still to be shown; for there is evawmnamong them a city
called Mazaca, which may inform those that are &ablaenderstand, that so
was the entire nation once called. Thiras alscedathose whom he ruled
over Thirasians; but the Greeks changed the natoeTinracians. And so
many were the countries that had the children phdafor their inhabitants.
Of the three sons of Gomer, Aschanax founded theh#&saxians, who are
now called by the Greeks Rheginians. So did Riplatimd the Ripheans,
now called Paphlagonians; and Thrugramma the Thmgreans, who, as
the Greeks resolved, were named Phrygians. Ohtlee tsons of Javan also,
the son of Japhet, Elisa gave name to the Elisedims,were his subjects;
they are now the Aeolians. Tharsus to the Tharsfanso was Cilicia of old
called; the sign of which is this, that the noblegy they have, and a
metropolis also, is Tarsus, the tau being by chapge for the theta.
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Cethimus possessed the island Cethima: it is ndl@dc&yprus; and from
that it is that all islands, and the greatest pérthe sea-coasts, are named
Cethim by the Hebrews: and one city there is inrGghat has been able to
preserve its denomination; it has been called €iby those who use the
language of the Greeks, and has not, by the useabfdialect, escaped the
name of Cethim. And so many nations have the amlédnd grandchildren
of Japhet possessed. Now when | have premised soahewhich perhaps
the Greeks do not know, | will return and explaihatvl have omitted; for
such names are pronounced here after the manrtbe déreeks, to please
my readers; for our own country language does agirenounce them: but
the names in all cases are of one and the samegeridr the name we here
pronounce Noeas, is there Noah, and in every cat@Ens the same
termination.

2. The children of Ham possessed the land fromaSymd Amanus, and
the mountains of Libanus; seizing upon all that wasts sea-coasts, and as
far as the ocean, and keeping it as their own. Soneed of its names are
utterly vanished away; others of them being changed another sound
given them, are hardly to be discovered; yet atfeve are which have kept
their denominations entire. For of the four sondHafm, time has not at all
hurt the name of Chus; for the Ethiopians, over nvii@ reigned, are even at
this day, both by themselves and by all men in Asadled Chusites. The
memory also of the Mesraites is preserved in thame; for all we who
inhabit this country [of Judea] called Egypt Mestend the Egyptians
Mestreans. Phut also was the founder of Libya, @altbd the inhabitants
Phutites, from himself: there is also a river ie tountry of Moors which
bears that name; whence it is that we may seerdatast part of the Grecian
historiographers mention that river and the adjmnicountry by the
apellation of Phut: but the name it has now hanlmw change given it from
one of the sons of Mesraim, who was called Lyby's. will inform you
presently what has been the occasion why it has lballed Africa also.
Canaan, the fourth son of Ham, inhabited the cgumbtv called Judea, and
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called it from his own name Canaan. The childrethege [four] were these:
Sabas, who founded the Sabeans; Evilas, who fouth@eHvileans, who are
called Getuli; Sabathes founded the Sabathens, @ahleeyow called by the
Greeks Astaborans; Sabactas settled the Sabac#ss; Ragmus the
Ragmeans; and he had two sons, the one of whonaddsd settled the
Judadeans, a nation of the western Ethiopiansledinthem his name; as did
Sabas to the Sabeans: but Nimrod, the son of (Ghaisl, and tyrannized at
Babylon, as we have already informed you. Nowral ¢hildren of Mesraim,
being eight in number, possessed the country framaGo Egypt, though it
retained the name of one only, the Philistim; fog Greeks call part of that
country Palestine. As for the rest, Ludieim, anciamm, and Labim, who
alone inhabited in Libya, and called the countgnirhimself, Nedim, and
Phethrosim, and Chesloim, and Cephthorim, we knathing of them
besides their names; for the Ethiopic war (1) whwéa shall describe
hereafter, was the cause that those cities werethoge/n. The sons of
Canaan were these: Sidonius, who also built adfitthe same name; it is
called by the Greeks Sidon Amathus inhabited in &, which is even
now called Amathe by the inhabitants, although Meeedonians named it
Epiphania, from one of his posterity: Arudeus pesed the island Aradus:
Arucas possessed Arce, which is in Libanus. But tfer seven others,
[Eueus,] Chetteus, Jebuseus, Amorreus, GergesusleuEu Sineus,
Samareus, we have nothing in the sacred booksheirt mames, for the
Hebrews overthrew their cities; and their calamittame upon them on the
occasion following.

3. Noah, when, after the deluge, the earth wadtledan its former
condition, set about its cultivation; and when la&l Iplanted it with vines,
and when the fruit was ripe, and he had gatheredjthpes in their season,
and the wine was ready for use, he offered saeriband feasted, and, being
drunk, he fell asleep, and lay naked in an unseeméyner. When his
youngest son saw this, he came laughing, and shbwmedo his brethren;
but they covered their father's nakedness. And vilmah was made sensible
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of what had been done, he prayed for prosperitigisoother sons; but for
Ham, he did not curse him, by reason of his nearimeblood, but cursed his
prosperity: and when the rest of them escapedctivae, God inflicted it on
the children of Canaan. But as to these matters,shal speak more
hereafter.

4. Shem, the third son of Noah, had five sons, wihabited the land
that began at Euphrates, and reached to the Ifd@an. For Elam left
behind him the Elamites, the ancestors of the &assiAshur lived at the city
Nineve; and named his subjects Assyrians, who bedam most fortunate
nation, beyond others. Arphaxad named the Arphéesdwho are now
called Chaldeans. Aram had the Aramites, whichGheeks called Syrians;
as Laud founded the Laudites, which are now cdlidians. Of the four
sons of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Damasthis. country lies
between Palestine and Celesyria. Ul founded Armearal Gather the
Bactrians; and Mesa the Mesaneans; it is now c#&lledrax Spasini. Sala
was the son of Arphaxad; and his son was Heban whom they originally
called the Jews Hebrews. (2) Heber begat JoetarPhalkg: he was called
Phaleg, because he was born at the dispersioreafations to their several
countries; for Phaleg among the Hebrews signifiesidn. Now Joctan, one
of the sons of Heber, had these sons, Elmodadplgalksermoth, Jera,
Adoram, Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, OpHuilat, and Jobab.
These inhabited from Cophen, an Indian river, angdart of Asia adjoining
to it. And this shall suffice concerning the soh$Shem.

5. I will now treat of the Hebrews. The son of Rgalwhose father Was
Heber, was Ragau; whose son was Serug, to whonberasNahor; his son
was Terah, who was the father of Abraham, who alicgly was the tenth
from Noah, and was born in the two hundred andtyisecond year after
the deluge; for Terah begat Abram in his seventietir. Nahor begat Haran
when he was one hundred and twenty years old; Nahsrborn to Serug in
his hundred and thirty-second year; Ragau had Satrumpe hundred and
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thirty; at the same age also Phaleg had Ragau;rHedgat Phaleg in his
hundred and thirty-fourth year; he himself beingditen by Sala when he
was a hundred and thirty years old, whom Arphaxad for his son at the
hundred and thirty-fifth year of his age. Arphaxaas the son of Shem, and
born twelve years after the deluge. Now Abram haal hrethren, Nahor and
Haran: of these Haran left a son, Lot; as alsoi%a Milcha his daughters;
and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of the d&aals, called Ur; and his
monument is shown to this day. These married thieices. Nabor married
Milcha, and Abram married Sarai. Now Terah hatirgaldea, on account of
his mourning for llaran, they all removed to Ha@nMesopotamia, where
Terah died, and was buried, when he had lived tosMoehundred and five
years old; for the life of man was already, by @egr diminished, and
became shorter than before, till the birth of Mosdter whom the term of
human life was one hundred and twenty years, Gaddrming it to the
length that Moses happened to live. Now Nahor hgttesons by Milcha;
Uz and Buz, Kemuel, Chesed, Azau, Pheldas, JadalphBethuel. These
were all the genuine sons of Nahor; for Teba, aadng and Tachas, and
Maaca, were born of Reuma his concubine: but Béthad a daughter,
Rebecca, and a son, Laban.

Footnotes:

1. One observation ought not here to be neglected) vagard to that
Ethiopic war which Moses, as general of the Egyi®igout an end to,
Antig. B. Il. ch. 10., and about which our late t@rs seem very much
unconcerned; viz. that it was a war of that consaqa, as to occasion
the removal or destruction of six or seven natiohthe posterity of
Mitzraim, with their cities; which Josephus wouldtrhave said, if he
had not had ancient records to justify those hsgri®ns, though those
records be now all lost.

2. That the Jews were called Hebrews from this theigenitor Heber, our
author Josephus here rightly affirms; and not fidlbonam the Hebrew,
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or passenger over Euphrates, as many of the modapmose. Shem is
also called the father of all the children of Helmrof all the Hebrews,

in a history long before Abram passed over EupbraBenesis 10:21,
though it must be confessed that, Genesis 14:18renme original says
they told Abram the Hebrew, the Septuagint rendletee passenger,
(GREEK): but this is spoken only of Abram himselho had then

lately passed over Euphrates, and is another sighdn of the Hebrew
word, taken as an appellative, and not as a propae.
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Chapter 7

Abram Our Forefather
Went Out of the Land of the Chaldeans

1. Now Abram, having no son of his own, adopted, llos brother
Haran's son, and his wife Sarai's brother; andeftethe land of Chaldea
when he was seventy-five years old, and at the camdnof God went into
Canaan, and therein he dwelt himself, and lefb ihis posterity. He was a
person of great sagacity, both for understandihthiaslgs and persuading his
hearers, and not mistaken in his opinions; for Whigason he began to have
higher notions of virtue than others had, and herdened to renew and to
change the opinion all men happened then to hameetning God; for he
was the first that ventured to publish this notibhat there was but one God,
the Creator of the universe; and that, as to dipeds], if they contributed
any thing to the happiness of men, that each omtladéforded it only
according to his appointment, and not by their g@wer. This his opinion
was derived from the irregular phenomena that wesible both at land and
sea, as well as those that happen to the sun, and,rand all the heavenly
bodies, thus: - "If [said he] these bodies had paveheir own, they would
certainly take care of their own regular motionsit lIsince they do not
preserve such regularity, they make it plain, thedo far as they co-operate
to our advantage, they do it not of their own d&bd, but as they are
subservient to Him that commands them, to whomealea ought justly to
offer our honor and thanksgiving." For which dao#s, when the Chaldeans,
and other people of Mesopotamia, raised a tumainat) him, he thought fit
to leave that country; and at the command and bya#isistance of God, he
came and lived in the land of Canaan. And when he there settled, he
built an altar, and performed a sacrifice to God.

2. Berosus mentions our father Abram without nanfing, when he
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says thus: "In the tenth generation after the Fldbdre was among the
Chaldeans a man righteous and great, and skilifihe celestial science."
But Hecatseus does more than barely mention himhdacomposed, and left
behind him, a book concerning him. And NicolausOdmascus, in the
fourth book of his History, says thus: "Abram reegnat Damascus, being a
foreigner, who came with an army out of the landvabBabylon, called the
land of the Chaldeans: but, after a long time, behgm up, and removed
from that country also, with his people, and wend ithe land then called the
land of Canaan, but now the land of Judea, andwhen his posterity were
become a multitude; as to which posterity of hig, melate their history in
another work. Now the name of Abram is even stithbus in the country of
Damascus; and there is shown a village named fiom The Habitation of
Abram."
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Chapter 8

Abram Went Into Egypt

1. Now, after this, when a famine had invaded #rallof Canaan, and
Abram had discovered that the Egyptians were lowithing condition, he
was disposed to go down to them, both to partakkbeoplenty they enjoyed,
and to become an auditor of their priests, and nowk what they said
concerning the gods; designing either to followntheaf they had better
notions than he, or to convert them into a bettay,wf his own notions
proved the truest. Now, seeing he was to take Satiaihim, and was afraid
of the madness of the Egyptians with regard to wantest the king should
kill him on occasion of his wife's great beauty,domtrived this device : - he
pretended to be her brother, and directed hermissembling way to pretend
the same, for he said it would be for their ben&fitw, as soon as he came
into Egypt, it happened to Abram as he supposabitld; for the fame of
his wife's beauty was greatly talked of; for whrelason Pharaoh, the king of
Egypt, would not be satisfied with what was repoé her, but would needs
see her himself, and was preparing to enjoy hetr;Gmd put a stop to his
unjust inclinations, by sending upon him a distempead a sedition against
his government. And when he inquired of the priést& he might be freed
from these calamities, they told him that this hmserable condition was
derived from the wrath of God, upon account ofih@inations to abuse the
stranger's wife. He then, out of fear, asked Satw she was, and who it
was that she brought along with her. And when liefband out the truth, he
excused himself to Abram, that supposing the wotadre his sister, and not
his wife, he set his affections on her, as desiangaffinity with him by
marrying her, but not as incited by lust to abuse IHe also made him a
large present in money, and gave him leave to enterconversation with
the most learned among the Egyptians; from whiahveosation his virtue
and his reputation became more conspicuous thgrhtee been before.

31



2. For whereas the Egyptians were formerly addideddifferent
customs, and despised one another's sacred anst@oed rites, and were
very angry one with another on that account, Abcamferred with each of
them, and, confuting the reasonings they made fisevery one for their
own practices, demonstrated that such reasoninge wan and void of
truth: whereupon he was admired by them in thosdectences as a very
wise man, and one of great sagacity, when he disedwn any subject he
undertook; and this not only in understanding it, in persuading other men
also to assent to him. He communicated to therhragtic, and delivered to
them the science of astronomy; for before Abramecarto Egypt they were
unacquainted with those parts of learning; for th@ence came from the
Chaldeans into Egypt, and from thence to the Grakls

3. As soon as Abram was come back into Canaanahedpthe land
between him and Lot, upon account of the tumultubakavior of their
shepherds, concerning the pastures wherein theyldsheed their flocks.
However, he gave Lot his option, or leave, to cleoebich lands he would
take; and he took himself what the other left, \ahicere the lower grounds
at the foot of the mountains; and he himself dwellebron, which is a city
seven years more ancient than Tunis of Egypt. Bitfplossessed the land of
the plain, and the river Jordan, not far from titg of Sodom, which was
then a fine city, but is now destroyed, by the vaild wrath of God, the
cause of which I shall show in its proper place=héer.
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Chapter 9

The Destruction of the Sodomites

At this time, when the Assyrians had the dominigeroAsia, the people
of Sodom were in a flourishing condition, both agsithes and the number
of their youth. There were five kings that manageslaffairs of this county:
Ballas, Barsas, Senabar, and Sumobor, with the dirgela; and each king
led on his own troops: and the Assyrians made wanuhem; and, dividing
their army into four parts, fought against themwNevery part of the army
had its own commander; and when the battle wagghithe Assyrians were
conquerors, and imposed a tribute on the kingshef $odomites, who
submitted to this slavery twelve years; and so ldmgy continued to pay
their tribute: but on the thirteenth year they tkdok and then the army of the
Assyrians came upon them, under their commandersagmel, Arioch,
Chodorlaomer, and Tidal. These kings had laid wadte Syria, and
overthrown the offspring of the giants. And whemrythwere come over
against Sodom, they pitched their camp at the valled the Slime Pits, for
at that time there were pits in that place; but hegon the destruction of the
city of Sodom, that vale became the Lake Asphaltites it is called.
However, concerning this lake we shall speak moesgntly. Now when the
Sodomites joined battle with the Assyrians, andfitjet was very obstinate,
many of them were killed, and the rest were cargapgtive; among which
captives was Lot, who had come to assist the Sdademi
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Chapter 10

Abram Fought With the Assyrians and
Overcame Them

1. When, Abram heard of their calamity, he wasrateoafraid for Lot
his kinsman, and pitied the Sodomites, his friemasl neighbors; and
thinking it proper to afford them assistance, ekt delay it, but marched
hastily, and the fifth night fell upon the Assyrsamear Dan, for that is the
name of the other spring of Jordan; and before toeyd arm themselves, he
slew some as they were in their beds, before tloeydcsuspect any harm;
and others, who were not yet gone to sleep, bu¢ werdrunk they could not
fight, ran away. Abram pursued after them, till,tbe second day, he drove
them in a body unto Hoba, a place belonging to Baus; and thereby
demonstrated that victory does not depend on md#itand the number of
hands, but the alacrity and courage of soldiersamrae the most numerous
bodies of men, while he got the victory over socagien army with no more
than three hundred and eighteen of his servantsthaee of his friends: but
all those that fled returned home ingloriously.

2. So Abram, when he had saved the captive Sodgmiteo had been
taken by the Assyrians, and Lot also, his kinsmmatyrned home in peace.
Now the king of Sodom met him at a certain plackictv they called The
King's Dale, where Melchisedec, king of the citye®a received him. That
name signifies, the righteous king: and such he, wathout dispute,
insomuch that, on this account, he was made thestpaf God: however,
they afterward called Salem Jerusalem. Now thischeédec supplied
Abram's army in an hospitable manner, and gave tipeavisions in
abundance; and as they were feasting, he begaraisehim, and to bless
God for subduing his enemies under him. And whemaAbgave him the
tenth part of his prey, he accepted of the gift:the king of Sodom desired
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Abram to take the prey, but entreated that he nhghe those men restored
to him whom Abram had saved from the Assyriansabse they belonged
to him. But Abram would not do so; nor would make ather advantage of
that prey than what his servants had eaten; biiirgisted that he should

afford a part to his friends that had assisted imnthe battle. The first of

them was called Eschol, and then Enner, and Mambre.

3. And God commended his virtue, and said, Thout st however
lose the rewards thou hast deserved to receiveautly thy glorious actions.
He answered, And what advantage will it be to mdndawe such rewards,
when | have none to enjoy them after me? - for las Wtherto childless.
And God promised that he should have a son, andih@osterity should be
very numerous; insomuch that their number shouldikeethe stars. When
he heard that, he offered a sacrifice to God, agdmemanded him. The
manner of the sacrifice was this : - He took arfidnaf three years old, and a
she-goat of three years old, and a ram in like raanohthree years old, and a
turtle-dove, and a pigeon (1) and as he was emnjoihe divided the three
former, but the birds he did not divide. After winjdefore he built his altar,
where the birds of prey flew about, as desirousl@dd, a Divine voice came
to him, declaring that their neighbors would beegous to his posterity,
when they should be in Egypt, for four hundred geé2) during which time
they should be afflicted, but afterwards should roeme their enemies,
should conquer the Canaanites in war, and possessstlves of their land,
and of their cities.

4. Now Abram dwelt near the oak called Ogyges,-glaee belongs to
Canaan, not far from the city of Hebron. But beimgeasy at his wife's
barrenness, he entreated God to grant that he imaylet male issue; and God
required of him to be of good courage, and saitl ieawould add to all the
rest of the benefits that he had bestowed upon éwer, since he led him out
of Mesopotamia, the gift of children. Accordinglar@i, at God's command,
brought to his bed one of her handmaidens, a warh&gyptian descent, in
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order to obtain children by her; and when this maaid was with child, she
triumphed, and ventured to affront Sarai, as ifdbeninion were to come to
a son to be born of her. But when Abram resignedrtie the hand of Sarai,
to punish her, she contrived to fly away, as nd¢ ab bear the instances of
Sarai's severity to her; and she entreated Godave lcompassion on her.
Now a Divine Angel met her, as she was going fodMar the wilderness,
and bid her return to her master and mistressf &re would submit to that
wise advice, she would live better hereafter; fattthe reason of her being
in such a miserable case was this, that she had uegateful and arrogant
towards her mistress. He also told her, that if disebeyed God, and went
on still in her way, she should perish; but if skeuld return back, she
should become the mother of a son who should remgr that country.
These admonitions she obeyed, and returned to astemand mistress, and
obtained forgiveness. A little while afterwardsedbare Ismael; which may
be interpreted Heard of God, because God had Iesrdother's prayer.

5. The forementioned son was born to Abram whenvag eighty-six
years old: but when he was ninety-nine, God appet@ardim, and promised
him that he Should have a son by Sarai, and comechtitht his name
should be Isaac; and showed him, that from this Soould spring great
nations and kings, and that they should obtaithallland of Canaan by watr,
from Sidon to Egypt. But he charged him, in orderkeep his posterity
unmixed with others, that they should be circunttige the flesh of their
foreskin, and that this should be done on the kigal after they were born:
the reason of which circumcision | will explainamother place. And Abram
inquiring also concerning Ismael, whether he sholilé or not, God
signified to him that he should live to be very,dnd should be the father of
great nations. Abram therefore gave thanks to G@odhfese blessings; and
then he, and all his family, and his son Ismael,reweircumcised
immediately; the son being that day thirteen yeége, and he ninety-nine.
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Footnotes:

1. It is worth noting here, that God required no otkacrifices under the
law of Moses, than what were taken from these kivals of animals
which he here required of Abram. Nor did the Jegexdfupon any other
domestic animals than the three here named, andRalbserves on

Antig. B. IV. ch. 4. sect. 4.

2. As to this affliction of Abram's posterity for 4Q@ars, see Antiq. B. Il
ch. 9. sect. 1.
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Chapter 11

God Overthrew the Nation of the Sodomites

1. About this time the Sodomites grew proud, oroaat of their riches
and great wealth; they became unjust towards med,i@pious towards
God, insomuch that they did not call to mind the@aadages they received
from him: they hated strangers, and abused theeseMlith Sodomitical
practices. God was therefore much displeased at,ta@d determined to
punish them for their pride, and to overthrow tlotly, and to lay waste their
country, until there should neither plant nor frgriow out of it.

2. When God had thus resolved concerning the SadeymAbraham, as
he sat by the oak of Mambre, at the door of his, tesw three angels; and
thinking them to be strangers, he rose up, andeshlihem, and desired they
would accept of an entertainment, and abide with; ho which, when they
agreed, he ordered cakes of meal to be made phkesentl when he had
slain a calf, he roasted it, and brought it to theasthey sat under the oak.
Now they made a show of eating; and besides, thkegdahim about his wife
Sarah, where she was; and when he said she wam,witley said they
would come again hereafter, and find her becomethen. Upon which the
woman laughed, and said that it was impossible sttwaild bear children,
since she was ninety years of age, and her huskas@ hundred. Then they
concealed themselves no longer, but declared hiegt were angels of God,
and that one of them was sent to inform them atfwmuthild, and two of the
overthrow of Sodom.

3. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved forSth@omites; and he
rose up, and besought God for them, and entreatedhat he would not
destroy the righteous with the wicked. And when Gad replied that there
was no good man among the Sodomites; for if thexeevibut ten such man
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among them, he would not punish any of them foir thieas, Abraham held
his peace. And the angels came to the city of tbdofites, and Lot
entreated them to accept of a lodging with him;Herwas a very generous
and hospitable man, and one that had learned t@atemthe goodness of
Abraham. Now when the Sodomites saw the young rodretof beautiful
countenances, and this to an extraordinary degrekthat they took up their
lodgings with Lot, they resolved themselves to grfeese beautiful boys by
force and violence; and when Lot exhorted thenotaristy, and not to offer
any thing immodest to the strangers, but to hagarketo their lodging in his
house; and promised that if their inclinations doubt be governed, he
would expose his daughters to their lust, instefath@se strangers; neither
thus were they made ashamed.

4. But God was much displeased at their impudehawer, so that he
both smote those men with blindness, and condentinedSodomites to
universal destruction. But Lot, upon God's inforgnihim of the future
destruction of the Sodomites, went away, takinghwhaim his wife and
daughters, who were two, and still virgins; forsadhat were betrothed (1)
to them were above the thoughts of going, and ddehs Lot's words were
trifing. God then cast a thunderbolt upon the ,cétgd set it on fire, with its
inhabitants; and laid waste the country with the Iburning, as | formerly
said when | wrote the Jewish War. (2) But Lot'senmdontinually turning
back to view the city as she went from it, and getoo nicely inquisitive
what would become of it, although God had forbiddem so to do, was
changed into a pillar of salt; (3) for | have séemnd it remains at this day.
Now he and his daughters fled to a certain smatigalencompassed with the
fire, and settled in it: it is to this day calledat, for that is the word which
the Hebrews use for a small thing. There it was ltledived a miserable life,
on account of his having no company, and his waptavisions.

5. But his daughters, thinking that all mankind &edestroyed,
approached to their father, (4) though taking ceeto be perceived. This
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they did, that human kind might not utterly faihdathey bare sons; the son
of the elder was named Moab, Which denotes onevetbdirom his father;
the younger bare Ammon, which name denotes ongatkfrom a kinsman.
The former of whom was the father of the Moabitgbjch is even still a
great nation; the latter was the father of the Amites; and both of them are
inhabitants of Celesyria. And such was the deparmfii_ot from among the
Sodomites.

Footnotes:

1. These sons-in-law to Lot, as they are called, Aerigs12-14, might be
so styled, because they were betrothed to Lot'ghtats, though not yet
married to them. See the note on Antig. B. XIV. TB. sect. 1.

2. Of the War, B. IV. ch. 8. sect. 4.

3. This pillar of salt was, we see here, standindnendays of Josephus, and
he had seen it. That it was standing then is atestad by Clement of
Rome, contemporary with Josephus; as also thatd so in the next
century, is attested by Irenaeus, with the additban hypothesis, how
it came to last so long, with all its members entir Whether the
account that some modern travelers give be tra itths still standing, |
do not know. Its remote situation, at the most Iseut point of the Sea
of Sodom, in the wild and dangerous deserts of iralmakes it
exceeding difficult for inquisitive travelers toaxine the place; and for
common reports of country people, at a distancey thre not very
satisfactory. In the mean time, | have no opinioh Le Clerc's
dissertation or hypothesis about this question,ciwvhcan only be
determined by eye-witnesses. When Christian prineescalled, lay
aside their foolish and unchristian wars and gusrend send a body of
fit persons to travel over the east, and bringaihful accounts of all
ancient monuments, and procure us copies of alleahececords, at
present lost among us, we may hope for full satigfa in such
inquiries; but hardly before.
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4.1 see no proper wicked intention in these daugheé¢rsot, when in a
case which appeared to them of unavoidable negesiséy procured
themselves to be with child by their father. Witheuch an unavoidable
necessity, incest is a horrid crime; but whethersuth a case of
necessity, as they apprehended this to be, aceptdidosephus, it was
any such crime, | am not satisfied. In the mearetitheir making their
father drunk, and their solicitous concealment dfatvthey did from
him, shows that they despaired of persuading hiantaction which, at
the best, could not but be very suspicious andkhgao so good a
man.
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Chapter 12

Abimelech and Ismael the Son Of Abraham

1. Abraham now removed to Gerar of Palestine, legpdarah along
with him, under the notion of his sister, using tike dissimulation that he
had used before, and this out of fear: for he weamdaof Abimelech, the
king of that country, who did also himself fall love with Sarah, and was
disposed to corrupt her; but he was restrained fsatisfying his lust by a
dangerous distemper which befell him from God. Nelen his physicians
despaired of curing him, he fell asleep, and salkeam, warning him not to
abuse the stranger's wife; and when he recoveee/dh his friends that God
had inflicted that disease upon him, by way of poment, for his injury to
the stranger; and in order to preserve the chastihys wife, for that she did
not accompany him as his sister, but as his legtemwvife; and that God had
promised to be gracious to him for the time to cprhéhis person be once
secure of his wife's chastity. When he had said, thy the advice of his
friends, he sent for Abraham, and bid him not tocbacerned about his
wife, or fear the corruption of her chastity; foat God took care of him, and
that it was by his providence that he receivedwiie again, without her
suffering any abuse. And he appealed to God, ardstavife's conscience;
and said that he had not any inclination at fiosénjoy her, if he had known
she was his wife; but since, said he, thou leddessabout as thy sister, | was
guilty of no offense. He also entreated him to beeace with him, and to
make God propitious to him; and that if he thoufiinto continue with him,
he should have what he wanted in abundance; btuiftha designed to go
away, he should be honorably conducted, and hawwseéver supply he
wanted when he came thither. Upon his saying flisaham told him that
his pretense of kindred to his wife was no lie,s&hese she was his brother's
daughter; and that he did not think himself safaigmtravels abroad, without
this sort of dissimulation; and that he was notdaese of his distemper, but
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was only solicitous for his own safety: he saidbathat he was ready to stay
with him. Whereupon Abimelech assigned him land ammhey; and they

coventanted to live together without guile, andktan oath at a certain well
called Beersheba, which may be interpreted, Thd @ehe Oath: and so it

iIs named by the people of the country unto this day

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a son by Saesh(od had foretold
to him, whom he named Isaac, which signifies Laaghind indeed they so
called him, because Sarah laughed when God (1)tlsaicdhe should bear a
son, she not expecting such a thing, as beingtpasage of child-bearing,
for she was ninety years old, and Abraham a hundedhat this son was
born to them both in the last year of each of thdseimal numbers. And
they circumcised him upon the eighth day and frdrat ttime the Jews
continue the custom of circumcising their sons imitthat number of days.
But as for the Arabians, they circumcise after tineteenth year, because
Ismael, the founder of their nation, who was boon Abraham of the
concubine, was circumcised at that age; concemingm | will presently
give a particular account, with great exactness.

3. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ismael, who Wwasn of her own
handmaid Hagar, with an affection not inferior battof her own son, for he
was brought up in order to succeed in the govertniert when she herself
had borne Isaac, she was not willing that Ismaelkhbe brought up with
him, as being too old for him, and able to do hmuties when their father
should be dead; she therefore persuaded Abrahasertd him and his
mother to some distant country. Now, at the fin&t,did not agree to what
Sarah was so zealous for, and thought it an instahthe greatest barbarity,
to send away a young child (2) and a woman unpeaviof necessaries; but
at length he agreed to it, because God was pleagbdwhat Sarah had
determined: so he delivered Ismael to his mothema yet able to go by
himself;, and commanded her to take a bottle of wated a loaf of bread,
and so to depart, and to take Necessity for hedeguBut as soon as her
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necessary provisions failed, she found herseliiredl case; and when the
water was almost spent, she laid the young chilth was ready to expire,
under a fig-tree, and went on further, that so hghindie while she was

absent. But a Divine Angel came to her, and tolddiea fountain hard by,

and bid her take care, and bring up the child, beeahe should be very
happy by the preservation of Ismael. She then toolkrage, upon the
prospect of what was promised her, and, meeting saime shepherds, by
their care she got clear of the distresses shééadl in.

4. When the lad was grown up, he married a wifebibyh an Egyptian,
from whence the mother was herself derived origynaDf this wife were
born to Ismael twelve sons; Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdé&hbsam, ldumas,
Masmaos, Masaos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Naphesadmnas. These
inhabited all the country from Euphrates to the Rz®h, and called it
Nabatene. They are an Arabian nation, and nametttms from these, both
because of their own virtue, and because of thaitgigof Abraham their
father.

Footnotes:

1. It is well worth observation, that Josephus her#s cthat principal
Angel, who appeared to Abraham and foretold thih lmf Isaac, directly
God; which language of Josephus here, prepare® Ulieve those
other expressions of his, that Jesus was a wise ifmabe lawful to call
him a man, Antig. B. XVIII. ch. 3. sect. 3, and®bd the Word, in his
homily concerning Hades, may be both genuine. MNorthie other
expression of Divine Angel, used presently, anateefalso of any other
signification.

2. Josephus here calls Ismael a young child or intAotygh he was about
13 years of age; as Judas calls himself and hithrere young men,
when he was 47, and had two children, Antiq. B¢cH. 6. sect. 8, and
they were of much the same age; as is a damsél pédrs old called a
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little child, Mark 5:39-42, five several times. tder is also said by
Josephus to be a very young man at 25. See theonoMatiq. B. XIV.
ch. 9. sect 2, and of the War, B. |. ch. 10. Anas#bulus is styled a
very little child at 16 years of age, Antig. B. X\¥h. 2. sect. 6, 7.
Domitian also is called by him a very young chidhen he went on his
German expedition at about 18 years of age, ofae, B. VII. ch. 4.
sect. 2. Samson's wife, and Ruth, when they wedows, are called
children, Antig. B. V. ch. 8. sect. 6, and ch.&cts 2 3.
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Chapter 13

Isaac the Legitimate Son of Abraham

1. Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as being hlg begotten (1) and
given to him at the borders of old age, by the fasoGod. The child also
endeared himself to his parents still more, by dkercise of every virtue,
and adhering to his duty to his parents, and beeaious in the worship of
God. Abraham also placed his own happiness inpitaspect, that, when he
should die, he should leave this his son in a aafesecure condition; which
accordingly he obtained by the will of God: whoredesirous to make an
experiment of Abraham's religious disposition tosgahimself, appeared to
him, and enumerated all the blessings he had bedtmn him; how he had
made him superior to his enemies; and that his Isaac, who was the
principal part of his present happiness, was ddrivem him; and he said
that he required this son of his as a sacrifice favig oblation. Accordingly
he commanded him to carry him to the mountain Myrend to build an
altar, and offer him for a burnt-offering upon drfthat this would best
manifest his religious disposition towards him,hié preferred what was
pleasing to God, before the preservation of his sam

2. Now Abraham thought that it was not right tootbisy God in any
thing, but that he was obliged to serve him in gwdrcumstance of life,
since all creatures that live enjoy their life bys lprovidence, and the
kindness he bestows on them. Accordingly he cordetilis command of
God, and his own intentions about the slaughtdri®ton, from his wife, as
also from every one of his servants, otherwisehmeilsl have been hindered
from his obedience to God; and he took Isaac, myewith two of his
servants, and laying what things were necessarg facrifice upon an ass,
he went away to the mountain. Now the two servamst along with him
two days; but on the third day, as soon as he Bavmbuntain, he left those
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servants that were with him till then in the plaamd, having his son alone
with him, he came to the mountain. It was that ntatmupon which king
David afterwards built the temple. (2) Now they hadught with them
every thing necessary for a sacrifice, exceptirg dhimal that was to be
offered only. Now Isaac was twenty-five years ddhd as he was building
the altar, he asked his father what he was aboofféo, since there was no
animal there for an oblation : - to which it waswaered, "That God would
provide himself an oblation, he being able to makaentiful provision for
men out of what they have not, and to deprive atludérwhat they already
have, when they put too much trust therein; thatefore, if God pleased to
be present and propitious at this sacrifice, he lavqrovide himself an
oblation."

3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and Abralaantaid on the wood,
and all things were entirely ready, he said tosais, "O son, | poured out a
vast number of prayers that | might have thee fgrson; when thou wast
come into the world, there was nothing that cowdtcbute to thy support
for which | was not greatly solicitous, nor anynfiwherein | thought
myself happier than to see thee grown up to mataes and that | might
leave thee at my death the successor to my domibginsince it was by
God's will that | became thy father, and it is nbis will that | relinquish
thee, bear this consecration to God with a genemond; for | resign thee up
to God who has thought fit now to require thisitesty of honor to himself,
on account of the favors he hath conferred on mbeing to me a supporter
and defender. Accordingly thou, my son, wilt nowe,dnot in any common
way of going out of the world, but sent to God, thather of all men,
beforehand, by thy own father, in the nature ofaarifice. | suppose he
thinks thee worthy to get clear of this world neittby disease, neither by
war, nor by any other severe way, by which deathallys comes upon men,
but so that he will receive thy soul with prayensldnoly offices of religion,
and will place thee near to himself, and thou wittre be to me a succorer
and supporter in my old age; on which accountn@pally brought thee up,
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and thou wilt thereby procure me God for my Condbmstead of thyself."

4. Now Isaac was of such a generous dispositiodmeaame the son of
such a father, and was pleased with this discoars#said, "That he was not
worthy to be born at first, if he should reject thtetermination of God and of
his father, and should not resign himself up regatiil both their pleasures;
since it would have been unjust if he had not otdeggen if his father alone
had so resolved." So he went immediately to thar ati be sacrificed. And
the deed had been done if God had not opposedrityd called loudly to
Abraham by his name, and forbade him to slay his and said, "It was not
out of a desire of human blood that he was comndhalelay his son, nor
was he willing that he should be taken away from iwhom he had made
his father, but to try the temper of his mind, wiegthe would be obedient to
such a command. Since therefore he now was sdtiafido that his alacrity,
and the surprising readiness he showed in thipikty, he was delighted in
having bestowed such blessings upon him; and #atduld not be wanting
in all sort of concern about him, and in bestowirtiger children upon him;
and that his son should live to a very great dgat he should live a happy
life, and bequeath a large principality to his dreh, who should be good
and legitimate." He foretold also, that his fanslyould increase into many
nations (3) and that those patriarchs should |&@bend them an everlasting
name; that they should obtain the possession ofatie of Canaan, and be
envied by all men. When God had said this, he meduo them a ram,
which did not appear before, for the sacrifice. Soraham and Isaac
receiving each other unexpectedly, and having nbththe promises of such
great blessings, embraced one another; and whgnhtee sacrificed, they
returned to Sarah, and lived happily together, Gdidrding them his
assistance in all things they desired.
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Footnotes:

1. Note, that both here and Hebrews 11:17, IsaacllsdcAbraham's only
begotten son, though he at the same time had ansthe Ismael. The
Septuagint expresses the true meaning, by rendemntext the beloved
son.

2. Here is a plain error in the copies which say #at) David afterwards
built the temple on this Mount Moriah, while it wasrtainly no other
than king Solomon who built that temple, as ind&egdcopius cites it
from Josephus. For it was for certain David, andSwomon, who built
the first altar there, as we learn, 2 Samuel 24€t8,; 1 Chronicles
21:22, etc.; and Antig. B. VII. ch. 13. sect. 4.

3. It seems both here, and in God's parallel blesintacob, ch. 19. sect.
1, that Josephus had yet no notion of the hiddeaning of that most
important and most eminent promise, "In thy seeall il the families
of the earth be blessed. He saith not, and of seadsf many, but as of
one; and to thy seed, which is Christ," Galatiarls&63Nor is it any
wonder, he being, | think, as yet not a Christiand had he been a
Christian, yet since he was, to be sure, till gugel part of his life, no
more than an Ebionite Christian, who, above all d@pestles, rejected
and despised St. Paul, it would be no great worfdee did not now
follow his interpretation. In the mean time, we dam effect St. Paul's
exposition in the Testament of Reuben, sect. &uthent. Rec. Part I.
p. 302, who charges his sons "to worship the sédddaah, who should
die for them in visible and invisible wars; and slitbbe among them an
eternal king." Nor is that observation of a learrfedeigner of my
acquaintance to be despised, who takes noticeashsdeds in the plural,
must signify posterity, so seed in the singular nsgnify either
posterity, or a single person; and that in thisygse of all nations being
happy in the seed of Abraham, or Isaac, or Jadobjtas always used
in the singular. To which | shall add, that it Bngetimes, as it were,
paraphrased by the son of Abraham, the son of Datd, which is
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capable of no such ambiguity.
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Chapter 14

Sarah Abraham's Wife

Now Sarah died a little while after, having livedeo hundred and
twenty-seven years. They buried her in Hebron; @amaanites publicly
allowing them a burying-place; which piece of grdulbraham bought for
four hundred shekels, of Ephron, an inhabitant afbtdn. And both
Abraham and his descendants built themselves dsaslan that place.
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Chapter 15

The Nation of the Troglodytes

Abraham after this married Keturah, by whom six ssevere born to
him, men of courage, and of sagacious minds: Zambaad Jazar, and
Madan, and Madian, and Josabak, and Sous. Nowathe & Sous were
Sabathan and Dadan. The sons of Dadan were Latasith,Assur, and
Luom. The sons of Madiau were Ephas, and OphrahAaoch, and Ebidas,
and Eldas. Now, for all these sons and grandsobsalfam contrived to
settle them in colonies; and they took possessiomroglodytis, and the
country of Arabia the Happy, as far as it reacloethé Red Sea. It is related
of this Ophren, that he made war against Libya, @k it, and that his
grandchildren, when they inhabited it, called ro(h his name) Africa. And
indeed Alexander Polyhistor gives his attestatiorwhat | here say; who
speaks thus: "Cleodemus the prophet, who was abdedcMalchus, who
wrote a History of the Jews, in agreement with lthgtory of Moses, their
legislator, relates, that there were many sons bmrAbraham by Keturah:
nay, he names three of them, Apher, and Surim, Jamthran. That from
Surim was the land of Assyria denominated; and fiah the other two
(Apher and Japbran) the country of Africa tookngne, because these men
were auxiliaries to Hercules, when he fought addirs/a and Antaeus; and
that Hercules married Aphra's daughter, and ohledbegat a son, Diodorus;
and that Sophon was his son, from whom that bausameople called
Sophacians were denominated."
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Chapter 16

Isaac Took Rebeka to Wife

1. Now when Abraham, the father of Isaac, had wesbto take Rebeka,
who was grand-daughter to his brother Nahor, favifa to his son Isaac,
who was then about forty years old, he sent theeatest of his servants to
betroth her, after he had obliged him to give hm@ $trongest assurances of
his fidelity; which assurances were given afterranner following : - They
put each other's hands under each other's thigés;they called upon God
as the witness of what was to be done. He alsosariit presents to those
that were there as were in esteem, on accounttiaaithey either rarely or
never were seen in that country, The servant giheth not under a
considerable time; for it requires much time togpisough Meopotamia, in
which it is tedious traveling, both in the winter the depth of the clay, and
in summer for want of water; and, besides this, tfog robberies there
committed, which are not to be avoided by travelbtd by caution
beforehand. However, the servant came to Haranwdreh he was in the
suburbs, he met a considerable number of maideimg go the water; he
therefore prayed to God that Rebeka might be foaiméng them, or her
whom Abraham sent him as his servant to espoulEs ®on, in case his will
were that this marriage should be consummatedtlatdshe might be made
known to him by the sign, That while others derigd water to drink, she
might give it him.

2. With this intention he went to the well, and ided the maidens to
give him some water to drink: but while the othexBised, on pretense that
they wanted it all at home, and could spare nomeniim, one only of the
company rebuked them for their peevish behaviomlatdw the stranger; and
said, What is there that you will ever communidatanybody, who have not
so much as given the man some water? She theredffém water in an
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obliging manner. And now he began to hope thatgnad affair would
succeed; but desiring still to know the truth, lmmmmended her for her
generosity and good nature, that she did not serapafford a sufficiency of
water to those that wanted it, though it cost lmmes pains to draw it; and
asked who were her parents, and wished them jeudfi a daughter. "And
mayst thou be espoused,” said he, "to their satiefg into the family of an
agreeable husband, and bring him legitimate chldrBlor did she disdain
to satisfy his inquiries, but told him her familfThey," says she, "call me
Rebeka; my father was Bethuel, but he is dead;ladhn is my brother;
and, together with my mother, takes care of allfannily affairs, and is the
guardian of my virginity." When the servant heantst he was very glad at
what had happened, and at what was told him, aseperg that God had
thus plainly directed his journey; and producing Ihiacelets, and some other
ornaments which it was esteemed decent for virginvgear, he gave them to
the damsel, by way of acknowledgment, and as arcefea her kindness in
giving him water to drink; saying, it was but jukat she should have them,
because she was so much more obliging than ameagst. She desired also
that he would come and lodge with them, since fhyar@ach of the night
gave him not time to proceed farther. And produdirggprecious ornaments
for women, he said he desired to trust them to moaee safely than to such
as she had shown herself to be; and that he bdliegemight guess at the
humanity of her mother and brother, that they wawdtlbe displeased, from
the virtue he found in her; for he would not bedamsome, but would pay
the hire for his entertainment, and spend his owaomey. To which she
replied, that he guessed right as to the humanityher parents; but
complained that he should think them so parsimanemito take money, for
that he should have all on free cost. But she slagwould first inform her
brother Laban, and, if he gave her leave, she wootdluct him in.

3. As soon then as this was over, she introducedttlanger; and for the
camels, the servants of Laban brought them intaoki care of them; and he
was himself brought in to supper by Laban. Anderafflupper, he says to
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him, and to the mother of the damsel, addressimgdif to her, "Abraham is
the son of Terah, and a kinsman of yours; for Nati& grandfather of these
children, was the brother of Abraham, by both fathad mother; upon
which account he hath sent me to you, being desitouake this damsel for
his son to wife. He is his legitimate son, andnsught up as his only heir.
He could indeed have had the most happy of allwbmen in that country
for him, but he would not have his son marry anyheim; but, out of regard
to his own relations, he desired him to match hereose affection and
inclination | would not have you despise; for itsMay the good pleasure of
God that other accidents fell out in my journeyd dhat thereby | lighted
upon your daughter and your house; for when | was o the city, | saw a
great many maidens coming to a well, and | prayed k might meet with
this damsel, which has come to pass accordinglyy@otherefore confirm
that marriage, whose espousals have been alreadle g a Divine
appearance; and show the respect you have for Abrawvho hath sent me
with so much solicitude, in giving your consent ttee marriage of this
damsel." Upon this they understood it to be thd wilGod, and greatly
approved of the offer, and sent their daughtenvas desired. Accordingly
Isaac married her, the inheritance being now cantenb; for the children by
Keturah were gone to their own remote habitations.

55



Chapter 17

The Death of Abraham

A Little while after this Abraham died. He was anmaf incomparable
virtue, and honored by God in a manner agreeablestpiety towards him.
The whole time of his life was one hundred severtyg five years, and he
was buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by tlsgins Isaac and Ismael.
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Chapter 18

The Sons of Isaac: Esau and Jacob

1. Now Isaac's wife proved with child, after theatteof Abraham; (1)
and when her belly was greatly burdened, Isaac wveag anxious, and
inquired of God; who answered, that Rebeka shoe&ét bwins; and that two
nations should take the names of those sons; aichéhwho appeared the
second should excel the elder. Accordingly she little time, as God had
foretold, bare twins; the elder of whom, from heal to his feet, was very
rough and hairy; but the younger took hold of heelhas they were in the
birth. Now the father loved the elder, who wasezhlEsau, a name agreeable
to his roughness, for the Hebrews call such a hawmghness [Esau, (2) or]
Seir; but Jacob the younger was best beloved bsbtker.

2. When there was a famine in the land, Isaac veddb go into Egypt,
the land there being good; but he went to GeraiGed commanded him.
Here Abimelech the king received him, because Adomahad formerly lived
with him, and had been his friend. And as in thgileing he treated him
exceeding kindly, so he was hindered from contiguim the same
disposition to the end, by his envy at him; for whHee saw that God was
with Isaac, and took such great care of him, hevell@mm away from him.
But Isaac, when he saw how envy had changed thpetenf Abimelech
retired to a place called the Valley, not far fr@arar: and as he was digging
a well, the shepherds fell upon him, and begaigtd,fin order to hinder the
work; and because he did not desire to contendstiepherds seemed to get
the him, so he still retired, and dug another ahémcertain other shepherds
of Abimelech began to offer him violence, he |&fitt also, still retired, thus
purchasing security to himself a rational and pnadmnduct. At length the
gave him leave to dig a well without disturbancee Hamed this well
Rehoboth, which denotes a large space; but of dnadr wells, one was
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called Escon, which denotes strife, the other 8iename signifies enmity.

3. It was now that Isaac's affairs increased, amdai flourishing
condition; and this his great riches. But Abimelettiinking in opposition to
him, while their living made them suspicious of leamther, and retiring
showing a secret enmity also, he afraid that & friendship with Isaac
would not secure him, if Isaac should endeavorrhegies he had formerly
offered him; he therefore renewed his friendshighvaim, Philoc, one of his
generals. And when he had obtained every thingdseretl, by reason of
Isaac's good nature, who preferred the earliendsbip Abimelech had
shown to himself and his father to his later wragfainst him, he returned
home.

4. Now when Esau, one of the sons of Isaac, whenfiatiner principally
loved, was now come to the age of forty years, taried Adah, the
daughter of Helon, and Aholibamah, the daughteEsd#beon; which Helon
and Esebeon were great lords among the Canaathtrgby taking upon
himself the authority, and pretending to have deomnover his own
marriages, without so much as asking the advideisofather; for had Isaac
been the arbitrator, he had not given him leavmaory thus, for he was not
pleased with contracting any alliance with the peas that country; but not
caring to be uneasy to his son by commanding hiputcaway these wives,
he resolved to be silent.

5. But when he was old, and could not see at algdlled Esau to him,
and told him, that besides his blindness, and & der of his eyes, his very
old age hindered him from his worship of God [byrdece]; he bid him
therefore to go out a hunting, and when he haditaagmuch venison as he
could, to prepare him a supper (3) that after lieisnight make supplication
to God, to be to him a supporter and an assisteénglthe whole time of his
life; saying, that it was uncertain when he shodid, and that he was
desirous, by prayers for him, to procure, beforeh#&od to be merciful to
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him.

6. Accordingly, Esau went out a hunting. But Reb@kn thinking it
proper to have the supplication made for obtainiregfavor of God to Jacob,
and that without the consent of Isaac, bid him kids of the goats, and
prepare a supper. So Jacob obeyed his mother, diwgoto all her
instructions. Now when the supper was got readytpbk a goat's skin, and
put it about his arm, that by reason of its haosyghness, he might by his
father be believed to be Esau; for they being twargl in all things else
alike, differed only in this thing. This was dongt of his fear, that before his
father had made his supplications, he should bghtan his evil practice,
and lest he should, on the contrary, provoke Hisefato curse him. So he
brought in the supper to his father. Isaac perstive be Esau." So
suspecting no deceit, he ate the supper, and beiowelf to his prayers and
intercessions with God; and said, "O Lord of alesgand Creator of all
substance; for it was thou that didst propose tofatlger great plenty of
good things, and hast vouchsafed to bestow on ne& Whave; and hast
promised to my posterity to be their kind suppgréerd to bestow on them
still greater blessings; do thou therefore confthrase thy promises, and do
not overlook me, because of my present weak camglitn account of which
| most earnestly pray to thee. Be gracious to tfysson; and preserve him
and keep him from every thing that is evil. Givenha happy life, and the
possession of as many good things as thy powdalésta bestow. Make him
terrible to his enemies, and honorable and beleawedng his friends."

7. Thus did Isaac pray to God, thinking his prayemd been made for
Esau. He had but just finished them, when Esau ¢arfrem hunting. And
when Isaac perceived his mistake, he was silenitEkau required that he
might be made partaker of the like blessing fros father that his brother
had partook of; but his father refused it, becaaltédhis prayers had been
spent upon Jacob: so Esau lamented the mistakeeVwwhis father being
grieved at his weeping, said, that "he should excalunting and strength of
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body, in arms, and all such sorts of work; and shobtain glory for ever on
those accounts, he and his posterity after him; dbilit should serve his
brother."

8. Now the mother delivered Jacob, when she wasdatinat his brother
would inflict some punishment upon him becausehef inistake about the
prayers of Isaac; for she persuaded her husbataké¢oa wife for Jacob out
of Mesopotamia, of her own kindred, Esau having riedr already
Basemmath, the daughter of Ismael, without hisefédhconsent; for Isaac
did not like the Canaanites, so that he disapprogédEsau's former
marriages, which made him take Basemmath to wifeyder to please him;
and indeed he had a great affection for her.

Footnotes:

1. The birth of Jacob and Esau is here said to be Afieaham's death: it
should have been after Sarah's death. The ordeéheofharration in
Genesis, not always exactly according to the oafetime, seems to
have led Josephus into this error, as Dr. Bernhsgiwes here.

2. For Seir in Josephus, the coherence requires thaead Esau or Seir,
which signify the same thing.

3. The supper of savory meat, as we call it, Geneé4, 20 be caught by
hunting, was intended plainly for a festival oraesfice; and upon the
prayers that were frequent at sacrifices, Isaace&epd, as was then
usual in such eminent cases, that a divine impwseld come upon
him, in order to the blessing of his son there gmgsand his foretelling
his future behavior and fortune. Whence it mustthbat when Isaac had
unwittingly blessed Jacob, and was afterwards neatesible of his
mistake, yet did he not attempt to alter it, howneatly soever his
affection for Esau might incline him to wish it rhigbe altered, because
he knew that this blessing came not from himsait, foom God, and
that an alteration was out of his power. A secofithtas then came
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upon him, and enabled him to foretell Esau's fuhalavior and foretell
Esau's future behavior and fortune also.

. Whether Jacob or his mother Rebeka were most blamaa this
imposition upon Isaac in his old age, | cannot etee. However the
blessing being delivered as a prediction of futevents, by a Divine
impulse, and foretelling things to befall to thestoity of Jacob and
Esau in future ages, was for certain providensalj according to what
Rebeka knew to be the purpose of God, when he aedwer inquiry,
"before the children were born," Genesis 25:23at'thhe people should
be stronger than the other people; and the elde Eshould serve the
younger, Jacob." Whether Isaac knew or remembédnsdotd oracle,
delivered in our copies only to Rebeka; or whethiehe knew and
remembered it, he did not endeavor to alter than@idetermination,
out of his fondness for his elder and worser scauE® the damage of
his younger and better son Jacob, as Josephus helsevgupposes,
Antig. B. Il. ch. 7. sect. 3; | cannot certainlyys# so, this might tempt
Rebeka to contrive, and Jacob to put this impasitigpon him.
However, Josephus says here, that it was Isaacnan®&ebeka, who
inquired of God at first, and received the forenwred oracle, sect. 1;
which, if it be the true reading, renders Isaactec@dure more
inexcusable. Nor was it probably any thing els& soamuch encouraged
Esau formerly to marry two Canaanitish wives, withdis parents'
consent, as Isaac's unhappy fondness for him.
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Chapter 19

Jacob's Flight Into Mesopotamia

1. Now Jacob was sent by his mother to Mesopotamiarder to marry
Laban her brother's daughter (which marriage wamitted by Isaac, on
account of his obsequiousness to the desires afife$; and he accordingly
journeyed through the land of Canaan; and becaedeated the people of
that country, he would not lodge with any of thdmt took up his lodging in
the open air, and laid his head on a heap of stdmeshe had gathered
together. At which time he saw in his sleep sueisen standing by him: -
he seemed to see a ladder that reached from thie @ato heaven, and
persons descending upon the ladder that seemedaxoeent than human,;
and at last God himself stood above it, and wamlglaisible to him, who,
calling him by his name, spake to him in these \wprd

2. "O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art thensaf a good father, and
grandson of one who had obtained a great reputétiohis eminent virtue,
to be dejected at thy present circumstances, boope for better times, for
thou shalt have great abundance of all good thingany assistance: for |
brought Abraham hither, out of Mesopotamia, whemis driven away by
his kinsmen, and | made thy father a happy manwibd bestow a lesser
degree of happiness on thyself: be of good courtthgeefore, and under my
conduct proceed on this thy journey, for the maeithou goest so zealously
about shall be consummated. And thou shalt havédreni of good
characters, but their multitude shall be innumeralind they shall leave
what they have to a still more numerous postetaywhom, and to whose
posterity, | give the dominion of all the land, aheir posterity shall fill the
entire earth and sea, so far as the sun beholds thé do not thou fear any
danger, nor be afraid of the many labors thou nwmtergo, for by my
providence | will direct thee what thou art to dothe time present, and still
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much more in the time to come."

3. Such were the predictions which God made tohlasbhereupon he
became very joyful at what he had seen and headihea poured oil on the
stones, because on them the prediction of such gezeefits was made. He
also vowed a vow, that he would offer sacrificesugphem, if he lived and
returned safe; and if he came again in such a tondihe would give the
tithe of what he had gotten to God. He also judipedplace to be honorable
and gave it the name of Bethel, which, in the Graskinterpreted, The
House of God.

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopotamid ah length came
to Haran; and meeting with shepherds in the subwlik boys grown up,
and maidens sitting about a certain well, he stgiith them, as wanting
water to drink; and beginning to discourse withnthé&e asked them whether
they knew such a one as Laban, and whether hetiladige. Now they all
said they knew him, for he was not so inconsiderablperson as to be
unknown to any of them; and that his daughter fedfather's flock together
with them; and that indeed they wondered that shg mot yet come, for by
her means thou mightest learn more exactly whateéwer desirest to know
about that family. While they were saying this tii@msel came, and the
other shepherds that came down along with her. Tthey showed her
Jacob, and told her that he was a stranger, wh@ danmquire about her
father's affairs. But she, as pleased, after tiséoow of children, with Jacob's
coming, asked him who he was, and whence he carttfeetn, and what it
was he lacked that he came thither. She also wighedght he in their
power to supply the wants he came about.

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so much hy kivedred, nor by
that affection which might arise thence, as byldng to the damsel, and his
surprise at her beauty, which was so flourishirsgfeav of the women of that
age could vie with. He said then, "There is a r@abetween thee and me,
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elder than either thy or my birth, if thou be thaudhter of Laban; for
Abraham was the son of Terah, as well as HaranNaitr. Of the last of
whom (Nahor) Bethuel thy grandfather was the ssamat¢ my father was the
son of Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daughtda@n. But there is a
nearer and later cement of mutual kindred whichoe@r to one another, for
my mother Rebeka was sister to Laban thy fatheth by the same father
and mother; | therefore and thou are cousin-gernfamd | am now come to
salute you, and to renew that affinity which isgeobetween us." Upon this
the damsel, at the mention of Rebeka, as usuafipdras to young persons,
wept, and that out of the kindness she had forfatrer, and embraced
Jacob, she having learned an account of Rebeka Hemnfather, and knew
that her parents loved to hear her named; and wherhad saluted him, she
said that "he brought the most desirable and gseateasures to her father,
with all their family, who was always mentioningshinother, and always
thinking of her, and her alone; and that this wkke thee equal in his eyes
to any advantageous circumstances whatsoever." 3iinevid him go to her
father, and follow her while she conducted him tm;hand not to deprive
him of such a pleasure, by staying any longer afn@ay him.

6. When she had said thus, she brought him to Ladahbeing owned
by his uncle, he was secure himself, as being anmsdriends; and he
brought a great deal of pleasure to them by hixpeeted coning. But a
little while afterward, Laban told him that he cdulot express in words the
joy he had at his coming; but still he inquiredham the occasion of his
coming, and why he left his aged mother and fativben they wanted to be
taken care of by him; and that he would afford haththe assistance he
wanted. Then Jacob gave him an account of the whotasion of his
journey, and told him, "that Isaac had two sons Were twins, himself and
Esau; who, because he failed of his father's psayehich by his mother's
wisdom were put up for him, sought to kill him, deprived of the kingdom
(1) which was to be given him of God, and of theskings for which their
father prayed; and that this was the occasion sfcbiming hither, as his
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mother had commanded him to do: for we are allda) brethren one to
another; but our mother esteems an alliance witlr J@mily more than she
does one with the families of the country; so Kagon yourself and God to
be the supporters of my travels, and think mysalfe sin my present
circumstances."

7. Now Laban promised to treat him with great humyarboth on
account of his ancestors, and particularly forgake of his mother, towards
whom, he said, he would show his kindness, eveaghshe were absent,
by taking care of him; for he assured him he womldke him the head
shepherd of his flock, and give him authority suént for that purpose; and
when he should have a mind to return to his paréetsvould send him back
with presents, and this in as honorable a mannahasearness of their
relation should require. This Jacob heard gladig said he would willingly,
and with pleasure, undergo any sort of pains winddarried with him, but
desired Rachel to wife, as the reward of thosegpauio was not only on
other accounts esteemed by him, but also becaeswah the means of his
coming to him; for he said he was forced by theelo¥ the damsel to make
this proposal. Laban was well pleased with thigagrent, and consented to
give the damsel to him, as not desirous to medt aity better son-in-law;
and said he would do this, if he would stay witmsome time, for he was
not willing to send his daughter to be among thadaaites, for he repented
of the alliance he had made already by marryingsister there. And when
Jacob had given his consent to this, he agreedatoseven years; for so
many years he had resolved to serve his fatheavin-that, having given a
specimen of his virtue, it might be better knownatvbort of a man he was.
And Jacob, accepting of his terms, after the tines wver, he made the
wedding-feast; and when it was night, without J&gierceiving it, he put
his other daughter into bed to him, who was botlerethan Rachel, and of
no comely countenance: Jacob lay with her thattnaghbeing both in drink
and in the dark. However, when it was day, he kadat had been done to
him; and he reproached Laban for his unfair procegaith him; who asked
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pardon for that necessity which forced him to datvine did; for he did not
give him Lea out of any ill design, but as overcolme another greater
necessity: that, notwithstanding this, nothing d$t@ioninder him from
marrying Rachel; but that when he had served ansthesn years, he would
give him her whom he loved. Jacob submitted to ¢bizdition, for his love
to the damsel did not permit him to do otherwiseg ashen another seven
years were gone, he took Rachel to wife.

8. Now each of these had handmaids, by their fatldemation. Zilpha
was handmaid to Lea, and Bilha to Rachel; by nomsedaves, (2) but
however subject to their mistresses. Now Lea waslhsdroubled at her
husband's love to her sister; and she expectedhshdd be better esteemed
if she bare him children: so she entreated Godgpeatly; and when she had
borne a son, and her husband was on that accottet beconciled to her,
she named her son Reubel, because God had had upEneyher, in giving
her a son, for that is the signification of thisyea After some time she bare
three more sons; Simeon, which name signifies @@l had hearkened to
her prayer. Then she bare Levi, the confirmer efrthriendship. After him
was born Judah, which denotes thanksgiving. ButhBladearing lest the
fruitfulness of her sister should make herself grgdesser share of Jacob's
affections, put to bed to him her handmaid Bilhgwhom Jacob had Dan:
one may interpret that name into the Greek tongusiyine judgment. And
after him Nephthalim, as it were, unconquerablstratagems, since Rachel
tried to conquer the fruitfulness of her sisterthig stratagem. Accordingly,
Lea took the same method, and used a counterggtratéo that of her sister;
for she put to bed to him her own handmaid. Jahebefore had by Zilpha a
son, whose name was Gad, which may be interprertant; and after him
Asher, which may be called a happy man, becausadtied glory to Lea.
Now Reubel, the eldest son of Lea, brought applasandrakes (3) to his
mother. When Rachel saw them, she desired thatvshid give her the
apples, for she longed to eat them; but when shesed, and bid her be
content that she had deprived her of the benevelshe ought to have had
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from her husband, Rachel, in order to mitigate s$ister's anger, said she
would yield her husband to her; and he should Itb Wer that evening. She
accepted of the favor, and Jacob slept with Leahbyfavor of Rachel. She
bare then these sons: Issachar, denoting one lyonirda and Zabulon, one
born as a pledge of benevolence towards her; agaughter, Dina. After
some time Rachel had a son, named Joseph, whigctiiesigthere should be
another added to him.

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his fathelaw-all this time,
being twenty years, after which he desired leavhi®ffather-in-law to take
his wives and go home; but when his father-in-lapuld not give him leave,
he contrived to do it secretly. He made trial tif@me of the disposition of his
wives what they thought of this journey; - whenytreppeared glad, and
approved of it. Rachel took along with her the iem@f the gods, which,
according to their laws, they used to worship ieirttown country, and ran
away together with her sister. The children alsotlidm both, and the
handmaids, and what possessions they had, werg alioim them. Jacob also
drove away half the cattle, without letting Labarow of it beforehand But
the reason why Rachel took the images of the galtlspugh Jacob had
taught her to despise such worship of those gods,this, That in case they
were pursued, and taken by her father, she migh¢ macourse to these
Images, in order obtain his pardon.

10. But Laban, after one day's time, being acqadintith Jacob's and
his daughters' departure, was much troubled, arglipd after them, leading
a band of men with him; and on the seventh daytowkrthem, and found
them resting on a certain hill; and then indeedlidenot meddle with them,
for it was even-tide; but God stood by him in aane and warned him to
receive his son-in-law and his daughters in a pdaeemanner; and not to
venture upon any thing rashly, or in wrath to bmtmake a league with
Jacob. And he him, that if he despised their smathber, attacked them in a
hostile manner, he would assist them. When Labdrbean thus forewarned
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by God, he called Jacob to him the next day, ireotd treat with him, and
showed him what dream he had; in dependence whamelng came
confidently to him, and began to accuse him, atigghat he had entertained
him when he was poor, and in want of all thingsl had given him plenty of
all things which he had. "For," said he, "I havengal my daughters to thee
in marriage, and supposed that thy kindness toergrdater than before; but
thou hast had no regard to either thy mother'siogla to me, nor to the
affinity now newly contracted between us; nor tosh wives whom thou
hast married; nor to those children, of whom | & grandfather. Thou hast
treated me as an enemy, driving away my cattle, angersuading my
daughters to run away from their father; and byytag home those sacred
paternal images which were worshipped by my fohefiest, and have been
honored with the like worship which they paid theynmyself. In short, thou
hast done this whilst thou art my kinsman, and nsgess son, and the
husband of my daughters, and was hospiably trdatade, and didst eat at
my table." When Laban had said this, Jacob madddfense - That he was
not the only person in whom God had implanted e lof his native
country, but that he had made it natural to all n@erd that therefore it was
but reasonable that, after so long time, he shgaldack to it. "But as to the
prey, of whose driving away thou accusest me, yf @iler person were the
arbitrator, thou wouldst be found in the wrong; iiestead of those thanks |
ought to have had from thee, for both keeping thitle, and increasing
them, how is it that thou art unjustly angry at bezause | have taken, and
have with me, a small portion of them? But thentaathy daughters, take
notice, that it is not through any evil practicésmne that they follow me in
my return home, but from that just affection whielves naturally have to
their husbands. They follow therefore not so prgperyself as their own
children." And thus far of his apology was madeoider to clear himself of
having acted unjustly. To which he added his owm@aint and accusation
of Laban; saying, "While | was thy sister's song #mou hadst given me thy
daughters in marriage, thou hast worn me out vimghhtarsh commands, and
detained me twenty years under them. That indeedhwias required in
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order to my marrying thy daughters, hard as it wasywn to have been
tolerable; but as to those that were put upon rex #fiose marriages, they
were worse, and such indeed as an enemy would hsw&led." For
certainly Laban had used Jacob very ill; for whendaw that God was
assisting to Jacob in all that he desired, he medhim, that of the young
cattle which should be born, he should have sonestiwhat was of a white
color, and sometimes what should be of a blackrgddot when those that
came to Jacob's share proved numerous, he dideeqt ks faith with him,
but said he would give them to him the next yeacduse of his envying him
the multitude of his possessions. He promised hsnbefore, because he
thought such an increase was not to be expectedyheen it appeared to be
fact, he deceived him.

11. But then, as to the sacred images, he bid banch for them; and
when Laban accepted of the offer, Rachel, beingriméd of it, put those
Images into that camel's saddle on which she raaie,sat upon it; and said,
that her natural purgation hindered her risingaglLaban left off searching
any further, not supposing that his daughter inhsciccumstances would
approach to those images. So he made a leaguelaatb, and bound it by
oaths, that he would not bear him any malice onowaat of what had
happened; and Jacob made the like league, and s@dno love Laban's
daughters. And these leagues they confirmed witihsoalso, which the
made upon certain as whereon they erected a pilldhe form of an altar:
whence that hill is called Gilead; and from thenioey call that land the
Land of Gilead at this day. Now when they had fedsafter the making of
the league, Laban returned home.

Footnotes:

1. By this "deprivation of the kingdom that was todieen Esau of God,"
as the first-born, it appears that Josephus thothgiita "kingdom to be
derived from God" was due to him whom Isaac shdldds as his first-
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born, which | take to be that kingdom which was eotpd under the
Messiah, who therefore was to be born of his pigtevhom Isaac
should so bless. Jacob therefore by obtainingllgssing of the first-
born, became the genuine heir of that kingdompimosition to Esau.

. Here we have the difference between slaves foahf# servants, such as
we now hire for a time agreed upon on both sidad, d@smiss again
after he time contracted for is over, which arestaves, but free men
and free women. Accordingly, when the Apostolicah&titutions forbid
a clergyman to marry perpetual servants or slaBed/I. ch. 17., it is
meant only of the former sort; as we learn elseeHesm the same
Constitutions, ch. 47. Can. LXXXII. But concernitigese twelve sons
of Jacob, the reasons of their several names, laadites of their
several births in the intervals here assigned,rteeveral excellent
characters, their several faults and repentaneesdiveral accidents of
their lives, with their several prophecies at thdeaths, see the
Testaments of these twelve patriarchs, still pres®erat large in the
Authent. Rec. Part I. p. 294-443.

. | formerly explained these mandrakes, as we, with $eptuagint, and
Josephus, render the Hebrew word Dudaim, of theasywaux, with
Ludolphus, Antbent. Rec. Part I. p. 420; but hamneesseen such a very
probable account in M. S. of my learned friend Mamuel Barker, of
what we still call mandrakes, and their descriptioyy the ancient
naturalists and physicians, as inclines me to ttin@se here mentioned
were really mandrakes, and no other.
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Chapter 20

The Meeting of Jacob and Esau

1. Now as Jacob was proceeding on his journeyddahd of Canaan,
angels appeared to him, and suggested to him gopeé lbf his future
condition; and that place he named the Camp of @ad.being desirous of
knowing what his brother's intentions were to hhm, sent messengers, to
give him an exact account of every thing, as beaifngid, on account of the
enmities between them. He charged those that wenre ®© say to Esau,
"Jacob had thought it wrong to live together witmiwhile he was in anger
against him, and so had gone out of the countrgt;that he now, thinking
the length of time of his absence must have madtheip differences, was
returning; that he brought with him his wives, amd children, with what
possessions he had gotten; and delivered himsigif what was most dear to
him, into his hands; and should think it his greatieappiness to partake
together with his brother of what God had bestowpdn him." So these
messengers told him this message. Upon which Esawery glad, and met
his brother with four hundred men. And Jacob, wherheard that he was
coming to meet him with such a number of men, wasatly afraid:
however, he committed his hope of deliverance td;@nd considered how,
in his present circumstances, he might preserveadiinand those that were
with him, and overcome his enemies if they attacked injuriously. He
therefore distributed his company into parts; sdmesent before the rest,
and the others he ordered to come close behint,sthaf the first were
overpowered when his brother attacked them, theyhimihave those that
followed as a refuge to fly unto. And when he had lpis company in this
order, he sent some of them to carry presentssdtather. The presents
were made up of cattle, and a great number of flooted beasts, of many
kinds, such as would be very acceptable to thoae réceived them, on
account of their rarity. Those who were sent wantextain intervals of
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space asunder, that, by following thick, one adteother, they might appear
to be more numerous, that Esau might remit of hgeeaon account of these
presents, if he were still in a passion. Instrudiovere also given to those
that were sent to speak gently to him.

2. When Jacob had made these appointments albtheadd night came
on, he moved on with his company; and, as they weree over a certain
river called Jabboc, Jacob was left behind; andtingeavith an angel, he
wrestled with him, the angel beginning the strugdpet he prevailed over
the angel, who used a voice, and spake to him mlsy@xhorting him to be
pleased with what had happened to him, and notippase that his victory
was a small one, but that he had overcome a damgel, and to esteem the
victory as a sign of great blessings that shoulchedo him, and that his
offspring should never fall, and that no man shobid too hard for his
power. He also commanded him to be called Israblchwvin the Hebrew
tongue signifies one that struggled with the divamgel. (1) These promises
were made at the prayer of Jacob; for when he peddim to be the angel
of God, he desired he would signify to him whatwudddoefall him hereafter.
And when the angel had said what is before reldteddisappeared; but
Jacob was pleased with these things, and namegdldbe Phanuel, which
signifies, the face of God. Now when he felt pdog,this struggling, upon
his broad sinew, he abstained from eating thawsimenself afterward; and
for his sake it is still not eaten by us.

3. When Jacob understood that his brother was reamrdered his
wives to go before, each by herself, with the haaids) that they might see
the actions of the men as they were fighting, iuiEsvere so disposed. He
then went up to his brother Esau, and bowed dowmngp who had no evil
design upon him, but saluted him; and asked hinutattee company of the
children and of the women; and desired, when he uratkerstood all he
wanted to know about them, that he would go aloit fiim to their father;
but Jacob pretending that the cattle were weargu Esturned to Seir, for
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there was his place of habitation, he having nathedplace Roughness,
from his own hairy roughness.

Footnote:

1. Perhaps this may be the proper meaning of the Jvanakl, by the

present and the old Jerusalem analogy of the Helboegue. In the
mean time, it is certain that the Hellenists of finst century, in Egypt
and elsewhere, interpreted Israel to be a man géead, as is evident

from the argument fore-cited.
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Chapter 21

The Violation of Dina's Chastity

1. Hereupon Jacob came to the place, till thisaddlgd Tents (Succoth);
from whence he went to Shechem, which is a citthefCanaanites. Now as
the Shechemites were keeping a festival Dina, was tlve only daughter of
Jacob, went into the city to see the finery of wwemen of that country. But
when Shechem, the son of Hamor the king, saw herddfiled her by
violence; and being greatly in love with her, dedirof his father that he
would procure the damsel to him for a wife. To whiclesire he
condescended, and came to Jacob, desiring himveo lgave that his son
Shechem might, according to law, marry Dina. Buiola not knowing how
to deny the desire of one of such great dignitg et not thinking it lawful
to marry his daughter to a stranger, entreatedtbigive him leave to have a
consultation about what he desired him to do. Sokimg went away, in
hopes that Jacob would grant him this marriage.Jaabb informed his sons
of the defilement of their sister, and of the addref Hamor; and desired
them to give their advice what they should do. Ufiths, the greatest part
said nothing, not knowing what advice to give. Bitneon and Levi, the
brethren of the damsel by the same mother, agreeeebn themselves upon
the action following: It being now the time of astwal, when the
Shechemites were employed in ease and feasting,félleupon the watch
when they were asleep, and, coming into the cigw @ll the males (1) as
also the king, and his son, with them; but spaneditomen. And when they
had done this without their father's consent, theyght away their sister.

2. Now while Jacob was astonished at the greatfe$ss act, and was
severely blaming his sons for it, God stood by hamg bid him be of good
courage; but to purify his tents, and to offer thascrifices which he had
vowed to offer when he went first into Mesopotanaiagd saw his vision. As
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he was therefore purifying his followers, he lightgoon the gods of Laban;
(for he did not before know they were stolen by lidg and he hid them in
the earth, under an oak, in Shechem. And depattegce, he offered
sacrifice at Bethel, the place where he saw hiardrevhen he went first into
Mesopotamia.

3. And when he was gone thence, and was come gansh Ephrata,
he there buried Rachel, who died in child-bed: slzes the only one of
Jacob's kindred that had not the honor of buriddeliron. And when he had
mourned for her a great while, he called the saat thas born of her
Benjamin, (2) because of the sorrow the motherviaiétd him. These are all
the children of Jacob, twelve males and one fema(ef them eight were
legitimate, - viz. six of Lea, and two of Rachehdafour were of the
handmaids, two of each; all whose names have kedatown already.

Footnotes:

1. Of this slaughter of the Shechemites by Simeonlaawd, see Authent.
Rec. Part |. p. 309, 418, 432-439. But why Joseptas omitted the
circumcision of these Shechemites, as the occaditreir death; and of
Jacob's great grief, as in the Testament of Lewt. $; | cannot tell.

2. Since Benoni signifies the son of my sorrow, anajBain the son of
days, or one born in the father's old age, Gené4ig0, | suspect
Josephus's present copies to be here imperfectsappose that, in
correspondence to other copies, he wrote that Raclled her son's
name Benoni, but his father called him Benjaminné&sts 35:18. As for
Benjamin, as commonly explained, the son of thatrltand, it makes
no sense at all, and seems to be a gross modesn @mty. The
Samaritan always writes this name truly Benjamihjclv probably is
here of the same signification, only with the Clegldermination in,
instead of im in the Hebrew; as we pronounce cherob cherubim
indifferently. Accordingly, both the Testament oérfgamin, sect. 2, p.
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401, and Philo de Nominum Mutatione, p. 1059, witee name
Benjamin, but explain it not the son of the riglaind, but the son of
days.
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Chapter 22

Isaac Died and Was Buried in Hebron

From thence Jacob came to Hebron, a city situatmgrthe Canaanites;
and there it was that Isaac lived: and so theydliogether for a little while;
for as to Rebeka, Jacob did not find her aliveadsalso died not long after
the coming of his son; and was buried by his sofit, his wife, in Hebron,
where they had a monument belonging to them froamr florefathers. Now
Isaac was a man who was beloved of God, and washgafed great
instances of providence by God, after Abraham &tkdr, and lived to be
exceeding old; for when he had lived virtuously twedred and eighty-five
years, he then died.
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