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Chapter 1
David Reigned Over One Tribe at Hebron

1. This fight proved to be on the same day wher@axid was come
back to Ziklag, after he had overcome the Amalskitdow when he had
been already two days at Ziklag, there came tothenman who slew Saul,
which was the third day after the fight. He hadapsd out of the battle
which the Israelites had with the Philistines, dradl his clothes rent, and
ashes upon his head. And when he made his obeitamzvid, he inquired
of him whence he came. He replied, from the battlthe Israelites; and he
informed him that the end of it was unfortunate ngnéen thousands of the
Israelites having been cut off, and Saul, toget#r his sons, slain. He also
said that he could well give him this informatidiecause he was present at
the victory gained over the Hebrews, and was with king when he fled.
Nor did he deny that he had himself slain the kimgen he was ready to be
taken by the enemy, and he himself exhorted hiaotd, because, when he
was fallen on his sword, his great wounds had ndieso weak that he was
not able to kill himself. He also produced demaatstns that the king was
slain, which were the golden bracelets that hach leeethe king's arms, and
his crown, which he had taken away from Saul's demtty, and had brought
them to him. So David having no longer any roontadl in question the
truth of what he said, but seeing most evident séhnlat Saul was dead, he
rent his garments, and continued all that day Wwishcompanions in weeping
and lamentation. This grief was augmented by tmsideration of Jonathan;
the son of Saul, who had been his most faithfnii, and the occasion of
his own deliverance. He also demonstrated himedifave such great virtue,
and such great kindness for Saul, as not only ke tas death to heart,
though he had been frequently in danger of losisdife by his means, but
to punish him that slew him; for when David haddst him that he was
become his own accuser, as the very man who hadtemking, and when
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he had understood that he was the son of an AntaJdle@ commanded him
to be slain. He also committed to writing some latagons and funeral
commendations of Saul and Jonathan, which haventmd to my own age.

2. Now when David had paid these honors to the,kimggleft off his
mourning, and inquired of God by the prophet wio€lthe cities of the tribe
of Judah he would bestow upon him to dwell in; wdneswered that he
bestowed upon him Hebron. So he left Ziklag, andec#o Hebron, and took
with him his wives, who were in number two, and lasmed men;
whereupon all the people of the forementioned tridaene to him, and
ordained him their king. But when he heard that itif@bitants of Jabesh-
gilead had buried Saul and his sons [honorably],saet to them and
commended them, and took what they had done Kkiraiig, promised to
make them amends for their care of those that wWeesl; and at the same
time he informed them that the tribe of Judah Hamken him for their king.

3. But as soon as Abner, the son of Ner, who wasmgé of Saul's army,
and a very active man, and good-natured, knewthieaking, and Jonathan,
and his two other sons, were fallen in the battke,made haste into the
camp; and taking away with him the remaining soSadl, whose name was
Ishbosheth, he passed over to the land beyondnjoada ordained him the
king of the whole multitude, excepting the tribeJofiah; and made his royal
seat in a place called in our own language Mahanlaimin the language of
the Grecians, The Camps; from whence Abner made ath a select body
of soldiers, to fight with such of the tribe of &idas were disposed to it, for
he was angry that this tribe had set up DavidHeirtking. But Joab, whose
father was Suri, and his mother Zeruiah, Davidstesj who was general of
David's army, met him, according to David's appoent. He had with him
his brethren, Abistiai and Asahel, as also all B@®varmed men. Now when
he met Abner at a certain fountain, in the cityGbeon, he prepared to
fight. And when Abner said to him, that he had aanio know which of
them had the more valiant soldiers, it was agrestd/den them that twelve
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soldiers of each side should fight together. Seehihat were chosen out by
both the generals for this fight came between W drmies, and throwing
their lances one against the other, they drew #heords, and catching one
another by the head, they held one another fadtyameach other's swords
into their sides and groins, until they all, asviére by mutual agreement,
perished together. When these were fallen down ,déadrest of the army
came to a sore battle, and Abner's men were beatehwhen they were
beaten, Joab did not leave off pursuing them, eupressed upon them, and
excited the soldiers to follow them close, and toogrow weary of killing
them. His brethren also pursued them with greatriéya especially the
younger, Asahel, who was the most eminent of thdenwas very famous
for his swiftness of foot, for he could not only tw® hard for men, but is
reported to have overrun a horse, when they hadetogether. This Asahel
ran violently after Abner, and would not turn iretleast out of the straight
way, either to the one side or to the other. Hesaubbner turned back, and
attempted artfully to avoid his violence. Sometinmesbade him leave off
the pursuit, and take the armor of one of his sofdiand sometimes, when
he could not persuade him so to do, he exhorteddirastrain himself, and
not to pursue him any longer, lest he should fdnre to kill him, and he
should then not be able to look his brother in flage: but when Asahel
would not admit of any persuasions, but still conéd to pursue him, Abner
smote him with his spear, as he held it in hidfljgand that by a back-stroke,
and gave him a deadly wound, so that he died imatelgli but those that
were with him pursuing Abner, when they came to pileze where Asahel
lay, they stood round about the dead body, andoléfthe pursuit of the
enemy. However, both Joab (1) himself, and hishH@moAbishai, ran past the
dead corpse, and making their anger at the deafksaliel an occasion of
greater zeal against Abner, they went on with iditrie haste and alacrity,
and pursued Abner to a certain place called Amntalvas about sun-set.
Then did Joab ascend a certain hill, as he stotithaiplace, having the tribe
of Benjamin with him, whence he took a view of theand of Abner also.
Hereupon Abner cried aloud, and said that it watsfihdhat they should
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irritate men of the same nation to fight so bifterhe against another; that as
for Asahel his brother, he was himself in the wrowben he would not be
advised by him not to pursue him any farther, whias the occasion of his
wounding and death. So Joab consented to whatitheasal accepted these
his words as an excuse [about Asahel], and catlecgoldiers back with the
sound of the trumpet, as a signal for their refraatl thereby put a stop to
any further pursuit. After which Joab pitched hasnp there that night; but
Abner marched all that night, and passed overitteg dordan, and came to
Ishbosheth, Saul's son, to Mahanaim. On the ngxtldab counted the dead
men, and took care of all their funerals. Now thesre slain of Abner's
soldiers about three hundred and sixty; but oféhalsDavid nineteen, and
Asahel, whose body Joab and Abishai carried to IBle&m; and when they
had buried him in the sepulcher of their fathehgyt came to David to
Hebron. From this time therefore there began astinte war, which lasted a
great while, in which the followers of David grewanhger in the dangers
they underwent, and the servants and subjectsuwsSmns did almost every
day become weaker.

4. About this time David was become the fatheriofs®ns, born of as
many mothers. The eldest was by Ahinoam, and hecaldesd Arenon; the
second was Daniel, by his wife Abigail; the namehaf third was Absalom,
by Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Gesling, fourth he named
Adonijah, by his wife Haggith; the fifth was Shepihh, by Abital; the sixth
he called Ithream, by Eglah. Now while this intestwar went on, and the
subjects of the two kings came frequently to actma to fighting, it was
Abner, the general of the host of Saul's son, vidyohis prudence, and the
great interest he had among the multitude, madm thk continue with
Ishbosheth; and indeed it was a considerable tmaethey continued of his
party; but afterwards Abner was blamed, and ansatmn was laid against
him, that he went in unto Saul's concubine: her enamas Rispah, the
daughter of Aiah. So when he was complained ofshpdsheth, he was very
uneasy and angry at it, because he had not judktice him by Ishbosheth, to
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whom he had shown the greatest kindness; wheretpothreatened to
transfer the kingdom to David, and demonstrate ltleadid not rule over the
people beyond Jordan by his own abilities and wigdbut by his warlike

conduct and fidelity in leading his army. So hetsembassadors to Hebron
to David, and desired that he would give him ségunpon oath that he
would esteem him his companion and his friend, upondition that he

should persuade the people to leave Saul's son¢lasmke him king of the
whole country; and when David had made that leagtreAbner, for he was

pleased with his message to him, he desired thatdudd give this as the
first mark of performance of the present leaguat tie might have his wife
Michal restored to him, as her whom he had puradhagth great hazards,
and with those six hundred heads of the Philistimlesh he had brought to
Saul her father. So Abner took Michal from Phalteho was then her
husband, and sent her to David, Ishbosheth himekdirding him his

assistance, for David had written to him that ghtihe ought to have this his
wife restored to him. Abner also called together éiders of the multitude,
the commanders and captains of thousands, and #pa&kéo them: That he
had formerly dissuaded them from their own resofytiwhen they were

ready to forsake Ishbosheth, and to join themsdlvd3avid; that, however,

he now gave them leave so to do, if they had a nang for they knew that

God had appointed David to be king of all the Halwdby Samuel the

prophet; and had foretold that he should punishPthméstines, and overcome
them, and bring them under. Now when the eldersralais heard this, and
understood that Abner was come over to those sentsmabout the public
affairs which they were of before, they changedrtheasures, and came in
to David. When these men had agreed to Abner'sopadphe called together
the tribe of Benjamin, for all of that tribe weneetguards of Ishbosheth's
body, and he spake to them to the same purposewhrd he saw that they
did not in the least oppose what he said, but nesighemselves up to his
opinion, he took about twenty of his friends andheao David, in order to

receive himself security upon oath from him; for may justly esteem those
things to be firmer which every one of us do byselves, than those which
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we do by another. He also gave him an account @ft\wk had said to the
rulers, and to the whole tribe of Benjamin; and wbavid had received him
in a courteous manner, and had treated him witatdrespitality for many

days, Abner, when he was dismissed, desired himning the multitude with

him, that he might deliver up the government to ,lwhen David himself

was present, and a spectator of what was done.

5. When David had sent Abner away, Joab, the ofahisy, came
immediately to Hebron; he had understood that Alraer been with David,
and had parted with him a little before under lesgand agreements that the
government should be delivered up to David, heefgédest David should
place Abner, who had assisted him to gain the longdn the first rank of
dignity, especially since he was a shrewd man ihemtrespects, in
understanding affairs, and in managing them awtfulls proper seasons
should require, and that he should himself be pwel, and be deprived of
the command of the army; so he took a knavish awttlkeed course. In the
first place, he endeavored to calumniate Abneh&oking, exhorting him to
have a care of him, and not to give attention tatwte had engaged to do for
him, because all he did tended to confirm the gowent to Saul's son; that
he came to him deceitfully and with guile, and wase away in hopes of
gaining his purpose by this management: but whencdwdd not thus
persuade David, nor saw him at all exasperatedbdieok himself to a
project bolder than the former: - he determinedkitoAbner; and in order
thereto, he sent some messengers after him, to vlgogave in charge, that
when they should overtake him they should recafl m David's name, and
tell him that he had somewhat to say to him abautffairs, which he had
not remembered to speak of when he was with himiv Wben Abner heard
what the messengers said, (for they overtook hira gertain place called
Besira, which was distant from Hebron twenty fugey) he suspected none
of the mischief which was befalling him, and camaelkh Hereupon Joab met
him in the gate, and received him in the kindesnmes, as if he were
Abner's most benevolent acquaintance and frierdsdoh as undertake the
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vilest actions, in order to prevent the suspicidnany private mischief
intended, do frequently make the greatest pretetosefat really good men
sincerely do. So he took him aside from his owrofeérs, as if he would
speak with him in private, and brought him into @dvplace of the gate,
having himself nobody with him but his brother Atmag then he drew his
sword, and smote him in the groin; upon which Abdied by this treachery
of Joab, which, as he said himself, was in the whpunishment for his
brother Asahel, whom Abner smote and slew as hepwesling after him in
the battle of Hebron, but as the truth was, outhisf fear of losing his
command of the army, and his dignity with the kiagd lest he should be
deprived of those advantages, and Abner shouldirolktee first rank in
David's court. By these examples any one may léam many and how
great instances of wickedness men will venture uporihe sake of getting
money and authority, and that they may not failetther of them; for as
when they are desirous of obtaining the same, dm®uire them by ten
thousand evil practices; so when they are afraldsahg them, they get them
confirmed to them by practices much worse thanfoneer, as if no other
calamity so terrible could befall them as the falof acquiring so exalted an
authority; and when they have acquired it, and dnyglcustom found the
sweetness of it, the losing it again: and since st would be the heaviest
of all afflictions they all of them contrive andntare upon the most difficult
actions, out of the fear of losing the same. Buttlsuffice that | have made
these short reflections upon that subject.

6. When David heard that Abner was slain, it grteys soul; and he
called all men to witness, with stretching out hamds to God, and crying
out that he was not a partaker in the murder ofekpand that his death was
not procured by his command or approbation. He alshed the heaviest
curses might light upon him that slew him and up@whole house; and he
devoted those that had assisted him in this muaéne same penalties on
its account; for he took care not to appear to hHaae¢ any hand in this
murder, contrary to the assurances he had givethanohths he had taken to
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Abner. However, he commanded all the people to veeeblament this man,
and to honor his dead body with the usual soleewitihat is, by rending
their garments, and putting on sackcloth, and ttmags should be the habit
in which they should go before the bier; after vishiee followed it himself,
with the elders and those that were rulers, lamgmibner, and by his tears
demonstrating his good-will to him while he wasvaliand his sorrow for
him now he was dead, and that he was not takewitifhis consent. So he
buried him at Hebron in a magnificent manner, amtitéd funeral elegies
for him; he also stood first over the monument vilegpand caused others to
do the same; nay, so deeply did the death of Adsarder him, that his
companions could by no means force him to takefaag, but he affirmed
with an oath that he would taste nothing till thum svas set. This procedure
gained him the good-will of the multitude; for suah had an affection for
Abner were mightily satisfied with the respect hedphim when he was
dead, and the observation of that faith he hadhfg) to him, which was
shown in his vouchsafing him all the usual cerermsnas if he had been his
kinsman and his friend, and not suffering him torneglected and injured
with a dishonorable burial, as if he had been hsngy/; insomuch that the
entire nation rejoiced at the king's gentleness mildness of disposition,
every one being ready to suppose that the king dvbakve taken the same
care of them in the like circumstances, which tsayw be showed in the
burial of the dead body of Abner. And indeed Dapithcipally intended to
gain a good reputation, and therefore he took twa what was proper in
this case, whence none had any suspicion that kethveaauthor of Abner's
death. He also said this to the multitude, thatvias greatly troubled at the
death of so good a man; and that the affairs ofHbbrews had suffered
great detriment by being deprived of him, who was® great abilities to
preserve them by his excellent advice, and by tlrength of his hands in
war. But he added, that "God, who hath a regaalltmen's actions, will not
suffer this man [Joab] to go off unrevenged; butwrye, that | am not able
to do any thing to these sons of Zeruiah, JoabAdmshai, who have more
power than | have; but God will requite their ires@l attempts upon their
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own heads." And this was the fatal conclusion eflife of Abner.
Footnote:
1. It ought to be here noted, that Joab, Abishai, Asahel were all three

David's nephews, the sons of his sister Zeraiall, &hronicles 2:16;
and that Amasa was also his nephew by his othter fAbigail, ver. 17.



Chapter 2
David Received the Whole Kingdom

1. When Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, had heardeofi¢ath of Abner, he
took it to heart to be deprived of a man that wh#is kindred, and had
indeed given him the kingdom, but was greatly etifid, and Abner's death
very much troubled him; nor did he himself outliey long time, but was
treacherously set upon by the sons of Rimmon, (Blaand Rechab were
their names,) and was slain by them; for thesegoeina family of the
Benjamites, and of the first rank among them, ttmbubat if they should
slay Ishbosheth, they should obtain large preseots David, and be made
commanders by him, or, however, should have soma dtust committed to
them. So when they once found him alone, and asle@&oon, in an upper
room, when none of his guards were there, and wherwoman that kept
the door was not watching, but was fallen aslesp,gtartly on account of
the labor she had undergone, and partly on acaofutite heat of the day,
these men went into the room in which Ishboshetul'S son, lay asleep,
and slew him; they also cut off his head, and tibehr journey all that night,
and the next day, as supposing themselves flyirgydwom those they had
injured, to one that would accept of this actioraaavor, and would afford
them security. So they came to Hebron, and showaddDthe head of
Ishbosheth, and presented themselves to him agdliisvishers, and such as
had killed one that was his enemy and antagonist.David did not relish
what they had done as they expected, but saidetm,thYou vile wretches,
you shall immediately receive the punishment yosedee. Did not you
know what vengeance | executed on him that murd8ead, and brought me
his crown of gold, and this while he who made #higighter did it as a favor
to him, that he might not be caught by his enemi&s@o you imagine that |
am altered in my disposition, and suppose that hatrthe same man | then
was, but am pleased with men that are wicked d@ers,esteem your vile
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actions, when you are become murderers of youranaas grateful to me,
when you have slain a righteous man upon his bld,vever did evil to any
body, and treated you with great good-will and eetp Wherefore you shall
suffer the punishment due on his account, and #mge&ance | ought to
inflict upon you for killing Ishbosheth, and formaosing that | should take
his death kindly at your hands; for you could ret & greater blot on my
honor, than by making such a supposal.” When Ddad said this, he
tormented them with all sorts of torments, and thenhthem to death; and he
bestowed all accustomed rites on the burial ofiibad of Ishbosheth, and
laid it in the grave of Abner.

2. When these things were brought to this conclysadl the principal
men of the Hebrew people came to David to Hebroith the heads of
thousands, and other rulers, and delivered themselpg to him, putting him
in mind of the good-will they had borne to him iaubs lifetime, and the
respect they then had not ceased to pay him whewdsecaptain of a
thousand, as also that he was chosen of God by @dhaiprophet, he and
his sons; (1) and declaring besides, how God heehgnim power to save
the land of the Hebrews, and to overcome the Rhiis. Whereupon he
received kindly this their alacrity on his accouafjd exhorted them to
continue in it, for that they should have no reasmmepent of being thus
disposed to him. So when he had feasted them,raatet them kindly, he
sent them out to bring all the people to him; updnch came to him about
six thousand and eight hundred armed men of the wif Judah, who bare
shields and spears for their weapons, for thesdthladow] continued with
Saul's son, when the rest of the tribe of Judahdnddined David for their
king. There came also seven thousand and one hlmdriteof the tribe of
Simeon. Out of the tribe of Levi came four thousamtl seven hundred,
having Jehoiada for their leader. After these cdawok the high priest, with
twenty-two captains of his kindred. Out of the ¢ribf Benjamin the armed
men were four thousand; but the rest of the tritatioued, still expecting
that some one of the house of Saul should reigntbeen. Those of the tribe
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of Ephraim were twenty thousand and eight hundaed, these mighty men
of valor, and eminent for their strength. Out oé¢ thalf tribe of Manasseh
came eighteen thousand, of the most potent menofabe tribe of Issachar
came two hundred, who foreknew what was to comedftar, (2) but of
armed men twenty thousand. Of the tribe of Zebdifty thousand chosen
men. This was the only tribe that came universallio David, and all these
had the same weapons with the tribe of Gad. Othetribe of Naphtali the
eminent men and rulers were one thousand, whospomeavere shields and
spears, and the tribe itself followed after, befimga manner) innumerable
[thirty-seven thousand]. Out of the tribe of Darmrdh were of chosen men
twenty-seven thousand and six hundred. Out ofrihe bf Asher were forty
thousand. Out of the two tribes that were beyordalg and the rest of the
tribe of Manasseh, such as used shields, and sp@aishead-pieces, and
swords, were a hundred and twenty thousand. Theofethe tribes also
made use of swords. This multitude came togethétfeforon to David, with
a great quantity of corn, and wine, and all otloetssof food, and established
David in his kingdom with one consent. And when gle®ple had rejoiced
for three days in Hebron, David and all the peapelmoved and came to
Jerusalem.

Footnotes:

1. This may be a true observation of Josephus's 3aatuel by command
from God entailed the crown on David and his pagiedor no further
did that entail ever reach, Solomon himself havimgyer had any
promise made him that his posterity should alwaggelthe right to it.

2. These words of Josephus concerning the tribe athss, who foreknew
what was to come hereafter," are best paraphraséuelparallel text. 1
Chronicles 12:32, "Who had understanding of theesino know what
Israel ought to do;" that is, who had so much kmalgk in astronomy as
to make calendars for the Israelites, that theyhimkgep their festivals,
and plough and sow, and gather in their harvestsvamage, in due
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season.
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Chapter 3

David Had Taken Jerusalem

1. Now the Jebusites, who were the inhabitanteeaishlem, and were
by extraction Canaanites, shut their gates, antedlghe blind, and the lame,
and all their maimed persons, upon the wall, in whgerision of the king,
and said that the very lame themselves would hiheentrance into it. This
they did out of contempt of his power, and as ddpenon the strength of
their walls. David was hereby enraged, and begasigge of Jerusalem, and
employed his utmost diligence and alacrity therans, intending by the
taking of this place to demonstrate his power, @ndtimidate all others that
might be of the like [evil] disposition towards hil®o he took the lower city
by force, but the citadel held out still; (1) whent was that the king,
knowing that the proposal of dignities and rewawdsuld encourage the
soldiers to greater actions, promised that he wiaulgl first go over the
ditches that were beneath the citadel, and shaddmal to the citadel itself
and take it, should have the command of the epg@ple conferred upon
him. So they all were ambitious to ascend, andghbno pains too great in
order to ascend thither, out of their desire of ¢theef command. However,
Joab, the son of Zeruiah, prevented the rest; arsban as he was got up to
the citadel, cried out to the king, and claimed¢hif command.

2. When David had cast the Jebusites out of tlaleit he also rebuilt
Jerusalem, and named it The City of David, and altbdre all the time of
his reign; but for the time that he reigned ovex thbe of Judah only in
Hebron, it was seven years and six months. Now wienad chosen
Jerusalem to be his royal city, his affairs did enand more prosper, by the
providence of God, who took care that they shoultorove and be
augmented. Hiram also, the king of the Tyrianst sanbassadors to him,
and made a league of mutual friendship and assstarth him. He also sent

14



him presents, cedar-trees, and mechanics, and kiénol sn building and
architecture, that they might build him a royal gza at Jerusalem. Now
David made buildings round about the lower city:at& joined the citadel
to it, and made it one body; and when he had enaesgal all with walls, he
appointed Joab to take care of them. It was Datekefore, who first cast
the Jebusites out of Jerusalem, and called it byohin name, The City of
David: for under our forefather Abraham it was edl(Salem, or) Solyma;
(2) but after that time, some say that Homer mastid by that name of
Solyma, [for he named the temple Solyma, accordimgthe Hebrew
language, which denotes security.] Now the whateetifrom the warfare
under Joshua our general against the Canaaniteéd$ran that war in which
he overcame them, and distributed the land amoadi#brews, (nor could
the Israelites ever cast the Canaanites out osdkmn until this time, when
David took it by siege,) this whole time was fivendred and fifteen years.

3. I shall now make mention of Araunah, who was ealhy man
among the Jebusites, but was not slain by Davithensiege of Jerusalem,
because of the good-will he bore to the Hebrewd, aparticular benignity
and affection which he had to the king himself; ethi shall take a more
seasonable opportunity to speak of a little aftedwaNow David married
other wives over and above those which he had éefbe had also
concubines. The sons whom he had were in numbeerelavhose names
were Amnon, Emnos, Eban, Nathan, Solomon, Jebaien,EPhalna,
Ennaphen, Jenae, Eliphale; and a daughter, Tanmae. df these were born
of legitimate wives, but the two last-named of admoes; and Tamar had
the same mother with Absalom.

Footnotes:

1. What our other copies say of Mount Sion, as alompegrly called the
city of David, 2 Samuel 5:6-9, and of this its ®end conquest now by
David, Josephus applies to the whole city Jerusateough including
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the citadel also; by what authority we do not nawow perhaps, after
David had united them together, or joined the @tdd the lower city,
as sect. 2, Josephus esteemed them as one cityevidgvithis notion
seems to be confirmed by what the same Josephuss cemgcerning
David's and many other kings of Judah's sepulch&rsch as the
authors of the books of Kings and Chronicles sayewe the city of
David, so does Josephus still say they were insdégm. The sepulcher
of David seems to have been also a known plackarse¢veral days of
Hyrcanus, of Herod, and of St. Peter, Antig. B.IXtdh. 8. sect. 4 B.
XVI. ch. 8. sect. 1; Acts 2:29. Now no such royapsichers have been
found about Mount Sion, but are found close by tioeth wall of
Jerusalem, which | suspect, therefore, to be thesg sepulchers. See
the note on ch. 15. sect. 3. In the meantime, Jasepexplication of the
lame, and the blind, and the maimed, as set to H@sxity or citadel,
seems to be the truth, and gives the best ligtitabhistory in our Bible.
Mr. Ottius truly observes, (up. Hayercamp, p. 3@at Josephus never
mentions Mount Sion by that name, as taking itdorappellative, as |
suppose, and not for a proper name; he still eghdes it The Citadel,
or The Upper City; nor do | see any reason for Kdttius's evil
suspicions about this procedure of Josephus.

. Some copies of Josephus have here Solyma, or Saleth;others
Hierosolyma, or Jerusalem. The latter best agreehi@t Josephus says
elsewhere, (Of the War, B. VI. ch. 10.,) that ttity was called Solyma,
or Salem, before the days of Melchisedec, but washin called
Hierosolyma, or Jerusalem. | rather suppose itawehbeen so called
after Abraham had received that oracle Jehovaln,Jiifene Lord will
see, or provide," Genesis 22;14. The latter wongh,) with a little
alteration, prefixed to the old name Salem, Peadkbe Jerusalem; and
since that expression, "God will see,” or rathggod will provide
himself a lamb for a burnt-offering,"” ver. 8, 14 there said to have been
proverbial till the days of Moses, this seems to tim& most probable
derivation of that name, which will then denotett@®d would provide
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peace by that "Lamb of God which was to take awwey dins of the
world." However, that which is put into bracketsdeardly be supposed
the genuine words of Josephus, as Dr. Hudson wadjgs.
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Chapter 4

David Removed the Ark to Jerusalem

1. When the Philistines understood that David waslenking of the
Hebrews, they made war against him at Jerusaledwaen they had seized
upon that valley which is called The Valley of iGeants, and is a place not
far from the city, they pitched their camp therdmt the king of the Jews,
who never permitted himself to do any thing withpubphecy, (1) and the
command of God and without depending on him asargg for the time to
come, bade the high priest to foretell to him wivas the will of God, and
what would be the event of this battle. And wherfdretold that he should
gain the victory and the dominion, he led out mmyaagainst the Philistines;
and when the battle was joined, he came himselindeland fell upon the
enemy on the sudden, and slew some of them, antth@uest to flight. And
let no one suppose that it was a small army ofRhdistines that came
against the Hebrews, as guessing so from the snddsmof their defeat, and
from their having performed no great action, ort thas worth recording,
from the slowness of their march, and want of cgerdut let him know that
all Syria and Phoenicia, with many other nationsides them, and those
warlike nations also, came to their assistance, reattla share in this war,
which thing was the only cause why, when they hadnbso often
conquered, and had lost so many ten thousandewfrtien, they still came
upon the Hebrews with greater armies; nay, indeden they had so often
failed of their purpose in these battles, they caipen David with an army
three times as numerous as before, and pitcheddheip on the same spot
of ground as before. The king of Israel therefarquired of God again
concerning the event of the battle; and the higdspprophesied to him, that
he should keep his army in the groves, called tlev€s of Weeping, which
were not far from the enemy's camp, and that haldhwot move, nor begin
to fight, till the trees of the grove should bemwotion without the wind's
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blowing; but as soon as these trees moved, antnigeforetold to him by

God was come, he should, without delay, go outaia ghat was an already
prepared and evident victory; for the several rankthe enemy's army did
not sustain him, but retreated at the first onadtom he closely followed,

and slew them as he went along, and pursued théne tcity Gaza (which is
the limit of their country): after this he spoiléweir camp, in which he found
great riches; and he destroyed their gods.

2. When this had proved the event of the battlajid#hought it proper,
upon a consultation with the elders, and rulerd, @ptains of thousands, to
send for those that were in the flower of their age of all his countrymen,
and out of the whole land, and withal for the pseand the Levites, in order
to their going to Kirjathjearim, to bring up thekaof God out of that city,
and to carry it to Jerusalem, and there to keepniti offer before it those
sacrifices and those other honors with which Gogldus be well-pleased;
for had they done thus in the reign of Saul, thag hot undergone any great
misfortunes at all. So when the whole body of tleogle were come
together, as they had resolved to do, the king canthe ark, which the
priest brought out of the house of Aminadab, aidlitaupon a new cart, and
permitted their brethren and their children to digwogether with the oxen.
Before it went the king, and the whole multitudetbé people with him,
singing hymns to God, and making use of all softsamgs usual among
them, with variety of the sounds of musical insteims, and with dancing
and singing of psalms, as also with the soundsuohpets and of cymbals,
and so brought the ark to Jerusalem. But as theg a@me to the threshing-
floor of Chidon, a place so called, Uzzah was skgirthe anger of God; for
as the oxen shook the ark, he stretched out hid, reard would needs take
hold of it. Now, because he was not a priest (2) yet touched the ark, God
struck him dead. Hereupon both the king and theleewere displeased at
the death of Uzzah; and the place where he distlllizalled the Breach of
Uzzah unto this day. So David was afraid; and sapgpthat if he received
the ark to himself into the city, he might suffarthe like manner as Uzzah
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had suffered, who, upon his bare putting out hisdh@® the ark, died in the
manner already mentioned, he did not receive Itingself into the city, but
he took it aside unto a certain place belongin@ taghteous man, whose
name was Obededom, who was by his family a Lesitd, deposited the ark
with him; and it remained there three entire monfisis augmented the
house of Obededom, and conferred many blessings uipé&nd when the
king heard what had befallen Obededom, how he wasrhe, of a poor man
in a low estate, exceeding happy, and the objeenwy to all those that saw
or inquired after his house, he took courage, Anding that he should meet
with no misfortune thereby, he transferred the t@rkhis own house; the
priests carrying it, while seven companies of siaga&sho were set in that
order by the king, went before it, and while he $@th played upon the harp,
and joined in the music, insomuch, that when hie Wlichel, the daughter
of Saul, who was our first king, saw him so doisge laughed at him. But
when they had brought in the ark, they placed daurthe tabernacle which
David had pitched for it, and he offered costlyrdmes and peace-offerings,
and treated the whole multitude, and dealt botthéowomen, and the men,
and the infants a loaf of bread and a cake, anthancake baked in a pan,
with the portion of the sacrifice. So when he Hadstfeasted the people, he
sent them away, and he himself returned to his loouse.

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter of Sazdme and stood by
him, she wished him all other happiness, and etetlethat whatsoever he
should further desire, to the utmost possibilitygim be given him by God,
and that he might be favorable to him; yet did Blaene him, that so great a
king as he was should dance after an unseemly maan@ in his dancing,
uncover himself among the servants and the hanémsidBut he replied,
that he was not ashamed to do what was acceptablgéot, who had
preferred him before her father, and before alehthat he would play
frequently, and dance, without any regard to whatlandmaidens and she
herself thought of it. So this Michal, who was Di#siwife, had no children;
however, when she was afterward married to him horw Saul her father
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had given her, (for at this time David had takendway from him, and had
her himself,) she bare five children. But concegnthose matters | shall
discourse in a proper place.

4. Now when the king saw that his affairs grew drettimost every day,
by the will of God, he thought he should offend hifn while he himself
continued in houses made of cedar, such as weasegodat height, and had
the most curious works of architecture in themsheuld overlook the ark
while it was laid in a tabernacle, and was desitousuild a temple to God,
as Moses had predicted such a temple should be @)ilAnd when he had
discoursed with Nathan the prophet about thesegshirand had been
encouraged by him to do whatsoever he had a mirdbtas having God
with him, and his helper in all things, he was gwgon the more ready to set
about that building. But God appeared to Nathart thexry night, and
commanded him to say to David, (4) that he tookphigose and his desires
kindly, since nobody had before now taken it irtteit head to build him a
temple, although upon his having such a notion balgvnot permit him to
build him that temple, because he had made mang,\aad was defiled with
the slaughter of his enemies; that, however, dfterdeath, in his old age,
and when he had lived a long life, there should bbemple built by a son of
his, who should take the kingdom after him, anduthde called Solomon,
whom he promised to provide for, as a father prewidor his son, by
preserving the kingdom for his son's posterity, dativering it to them; but
that he would still punish him, if he sinned, widlseases and barrenness of
land. When David understood this from the propbhet] was overjoyful at
this knowledge of the sure continuance of the damimo his posterity, and
that his house should be splendid, and very fanmoeigame to the ark, and
fell down on his face, and began to adore God,tane@turn thanks to him
for all his benefits, as well for those that he lafr@ady bestowed upon him
in raising him from a low state, and from the enyph@nt of a shepherd, to
so great dignity of dominion and glory; as for thcalso which he had
promised to his posterity; and besides, for thatviglence which he had
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exercised over the Hebrews in procuring them tberty they enjoyed. And
when he had said thus, and had sung a hymn ofeptai§Sod, he went his
way.

Footnotes:

1. It deserves here to be remarked, that Saul vestyraand David very
frequently, consulted God by Urim; and that Davithed always to
depend, not on his own prudence or abilities buthenDivine direction,
contrary to Saul's practice. See sect. 2, and dke an Antig. B. Ill. ch.
8. sect. 9; and when Saul's daughter, (but Dawities) Michal, laughed
at David's dancing before the ark, 2 Samuel 6:16, &nd here, sect. |,
2, 3, it is probable she did so, because her f&heat did not use to pay
such a regard to the ark, to the Urim there inquipg, or to God's
worship before it, and because she thought it hant& dignity of a
king to be so religious.

2. Josephus seems to be partly in the right, whenldserges here that
Uzzah was no priest, (though perhaps he might hevie,) and was
therefore struck dead for touching the ark, cogttarthe law, and for
which profane rashness death was the penalty hyldaaga Numbers
4:15, 20. See the like before, Antiq. B. VI. ch. skct. 4. It is not
improbable that the putting this ark in a cart, witeought to have been
carried by the priests or Levites, as it was pridgdrere in Josephus so
carried from Obededom's house to David's, mighdlbe an occasion of
the anger of God on that breach of his law. See M 4:15; 1
Chronicles 15:13.

3. Josephus here informs us, that, according to hdenstanding of the
sense of his copy of the Pentateuch, Moses hadehifwetold the
building of the temple, which yet is no where, thdnow of, in our
present copies. And that this is not a mistakeleein by him unwarily,
appears by what he observed before, on Antiq. B.clV/ 8. sect. 46,
how Moses foretold that, upon the Jews' future lmBsleence, their
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temple should be burnt and rebuilt, and that nateoonly, but several
times afterward. See also Josephus's mention osGmuher commands
to build such a temple presently, ch. 14. sectaoatrary to our other
copies, or at least to our translation of the Hebr2 Samuel 7:6, 7; 1
Chronicles 17:5, 6.

. Josephus seems, in this place, with our modernpirgters to confound
the two distinct predictions which God made to [@aand to Nathan,
concerning the building him a temple by one of D&viposterity; the
one belongeth to Solomon, the other to the Mesdiad;distinction

between which is of the greatest consequence tGltnistian religion.
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Chapter 5

How David Brought Under the Philistines

1. A Litlle while after this, he considered that beght to make war
against the Philistines, and not to see any idienesaziness permitted in his
management, that so it might prove, as God haddiokr¢éo him, that when
he had overthrown his enemies, he should leavedsserity to reign in
peace afterward: so he called together his armynagad when he had
charged them to be ready and prepared for warydueth he thought that all
things in his army were in a good state, he remdvexh Jerusalem, and
came against the Philistines; and when he had orerdhem in battle, and
had cut off a great part of their country, and adjd it to the country of the
Hebrews, he transferred the war to the Moabited;vémen he had overcome
two parts of their army in battle, he took the remmay part captive, and
imposed tribute upon them, to be paid annually.tien made war against
ladadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Sophene; r{dl)vehen he had joined
battle with him at 'the river Euphrates, he desttbywenty thousand of his
footmen, and about seven thousand of his horserHealso took a thousand
of his chariots, and destroyed the greatest pattherh, and ordered that no
more than one hundred should be kept. (2)

2. Now when Hadad, king of Damascus and of Symayrdh that David
fought against Hadadezer, who was his friend, Ineeci his assistance with
a powerful army, in hopes to rescue him; and whehdd joined battle with
David at the river Euphrates, he failed of his jmsg and lost in the battle a
great number of his soldiers; for there were slaiirnthe army of Hadad
twenty thousand, and all the rest fled. Nicelers® 4bf Damascus] makes
mention of this king in the fourth book of his luses; where he speaks thus:
"A great while after these things had happenedetivas one of that country
whose name was Hadad, who was become very potenteigned over
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Damascus, and, the other parts of Syria, excethmaenicia. He made war
against David, the king of Judea, and tried hisufog in many battles, and
particularly in the last battle at Euphrates, whrehe was beaten. He seemed
to have been the most excellent of all their kimgstrength and manhood,"
Nay, besides this, he says of his posterity, they' succeeded one another
in his kingdom, and in his name;" where he thusakpe"When Hadad was
dead, his posterity reigned for ten generationgheaf his successors
receiving from his father that his dominion, andthis name; as did the
Ptolemies in Egypt. But the third was the most pdwef them all, and was
willing to avenge the defeat his forefather hadereed; so he made an
expedition against the Jews, and laid waste the witich is now called
Samaria." Nor did he err from the truth; for tresthat Hadad who made the
expedition against Samaria, in the reign of Ahahglof Israel, concerning
whom we shall speak in due place hereatfter.

3. Now when David had made an expedition againshdaus, and the
other parts of Syria, and had brought it all intdojection, and had placed
garrisons in the country, and appointed that thegukl pay tribute, he
returned home. He also dedicated to God at Jeraghle golden quivers, the
entire armor which the guards of Hadad used to wehich Shishak, the
king of Egypt, took away when he fought with Dagigrandson, Rehoboam,
with a great deal of other wealth which he carrimat of Jerusalem.
However, these things will come to be explainedthrir proper places
hereafter. Now as for the king of the Hebrews, las assisted by God, who
gave him great success in his wars, and he madexpddition against the
best cities of Hadadezer, Betah and Machen; sodlethem by force, and
laid them waste. Therein was found a very greantityaof gold and silver,
besides that sort of brass which is said to be mateable than gold; of
which brass Solomon made that large vessel whichcafled The [Brazen]
Sea, and those most curious lavers, when he hailietmple for God.

4. But when the king of Hamath was informed of thhesuccess of
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Hadadezer, and had heard of the ruin of his armywvas afraid on his own
account, and resolved to make a league of friepdshd fidelity with David
before he should come against him; so he sentnohms son Joram, and
professed that he owed him thanks for fighting msfaHadadezer, who was
his enemy, and made a league with him of mutuastasse and friendship.
He also sent him presents, vessels of ancient wammkmp, both of gold, of
silver, and of brass. So when David had made teegue of mutual
assistance with Toi, (for that was the name ofking of Hamath,) and had
received the presents he sent him, he dismisseddmswith that respect
which was due on both sides; but then David brougbse presents that
were sent by him, as also the rest of the goldséindr which he had taken
of the cities whom he had conquered, and dedicduech to God. Nor did
God give victory and success to him only when haetie the battle himself,
and led his own army, but he gave victory to Abiskize brother of Joab,
general of his forces, over the Idumeans, (3) antiim to David, when he
sent him with an army into ldumea: for Abishai degéd eighteen thousand
of them in the battle; whereupon the king [of I$faéaced garrisons through
all Idumea, and received the tribute of the coyrdnd of every head among
them. Now David was in his nature just, and madedgtermination with
regard to truth. He had for the general of his whaimy Joab; and he made
Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, recorder. He apgmwiated Zadok, of the
family of Phinehas, to be high priest, togethehwhbiathar, for he was his
friend. He also made Seisan the scribe, and coeuinite command over the
guards of his body to Benaiah; the son of Jehoibdaelder sons were near
his body, and had the care of it also.

5. He also called to mind the covenants and thiesda¢ had made with
Jonathan, the son of Saul, and the friendship #edtmn Jonathan had for
him; for besides all the rest of his excellent giesd with which he was
endowed, he was also exceeding mindful of such aab dt other times
bestowed benefits upon him. He therefore gave diadrinquiry should be
made, whether any of Jonathan's lineage were livimgvhom he might
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make return of that familiar acquaintance whichalban had had with him,
and for which he was still debtor. And when oneSalul's freed men was
brought to him, who was acquainted with those sffamily that were still
living, he asked him whether he could tell him ofyaone belonging to
Jonathan that was now alive, and capable of atanfi the benefits which
he had received from Jonathan. And he said, tkahaof his was remaining,
whose name was Mephibosheth, but that he was ldnhes deet; for that
when his nurse heard that the father and grandfaththe child were fallen
in the battle, she snatched him up, and fled away, let him fall from her
shoulders, and his feet were lamed. So when hddamded where and by
whom he was brought up, he sent messengers to Maohthe city of
Lodebar, for with him was the son of Jonathan bhowgp, and sent for him
to come to him. So when Mephibosheth came to thg, e fell on his face
and worshipped him; but David encouraged him, dadebe of good cheer,
and expect better times. So he gave him his fathexise, and all the estate
which his grandfather Saul was in possession af ete him come and diet
with him at his own table, and never to be abse& day from that table.
And when the youth had worshipped him on accourti®fwords and gifts
given to him, he called for Ziba, and told him thathad given the youth his
father's house, and all Saul's estate. He alsoremdéhat Ziba should
cultivate his land, and take care of it, and bring the profits of all to
Jerusalem. Accordingly, David brought him to hikléaevery day, and
bestowed upon the youth, Ziba and his sons, whe wenumber fifteen,
and his servants, who were in number twenty. Wherking had made these
appointments, and Ziba had worshipped him, and ig&hto do all that he
had bidden him, he went his way; so that this sbdamathan dwelt at
Jerusalem, and dieted at the king's table, andtidame care that a son
could claim taken of him. He also had himself a, semom he named Micha.

Footnotes:

1. Whether Syria Zobah, 2 Samuel 3:8; 1 ChronicleS-83:be Sophene,
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as Josephus here supposes; which yet Ptolemy dagesad Euphrates,
as Dr. Hudson observes here, whereas Zobah wadisnsitle; or
whether Josephus was not here guilty of a mistaki@s geography; |
cannot certainly determine.

. David's reserving only one hundred chariots for dath out of one
thousand he had taken from Hadadezer, was mostalpisobin
compliance with the law of Moses, which forbadeirgkof Israel "to
multiply horses to himself," Deuteronomy 17:16; avfethe principal
uses of horses in Judea at that time being for idgatieir chariots. See
Joshua 12:6; and Antiq. B. V. ch. 1. sect. 18.dsafves here to be
remarked, that this Hadad, being a very great kivegs conquered by
David, whose posterity yet for several generatiomsre called
Benhadad, or the son of Hadad, till the days ofddgavhose son Adar
or Ader is also in our Hebrew copy (2 Kings 13:#)tten Benhadad,
but in Josephus Adad or Adar. And strange it iat the son of Hazael,
said to be such in the same text, and in Josegnigy. B. IX. ch. 8.
sect. 7, should still be called the son of Hadadould, therefore, here
correct our Hebrew copy from Josephus's, which sdenmave the true
reading. nor does the testimony of Nicolaus of Dsauna, produced in
this place by Josephus, seem to be faultless, wisays that he was the
third of the Hadads, or second of the Benhadads, védsieged Samaria
in the days of Ahab. He must rather have beendkierdh or eighth, if
there were ten in all of that name, as we are addinere were. For this
testimony makes all the Hadads or Benhadads o$dhee line, and to
have immediately succeeded one another; whereageHams not of
that line, nor is he called Hadad or Benhadad ncapy. And note, that
from this Hadad, in the days of David, to the begig of Hazael, were
near two hundred years, according to the exactasbnology of
Josephus.

. By this great victory over the Idameans or Edomites posterity of
Esau, and by the consequent tribute paid by thaim#o the Jews, were
the prophecies delivered to Rebecca before JacdlEaau were born,
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and by old Isaac before his death, that the ey, (or the Edomites,)
should serve and the younger, Jacob, (or the i@agland Jacob (or the
Israelites) should be Esau's (or the Edomitesd), lmmarkably fulfilled.

See Antig. B. VIII. ch 7. sect. 6; Genesis 25;%8d the notes on Antiq.
B. I. ch. 18. sect. 5, 6.
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Chapter 6

The War Against the Ammonites was Happily
Concluded

1. This were the honors that such as were leftanfl'S and Jonathan's
lineage received from David. About this time diedhdsh, the king of the
Ammonites, who was a friend of David's; and whes $on had succeeded
his father in the kingdom, David sent ambassadwHsirh to comfort him;
and exhorted him to take his father's death pdyieand to expect that he
would continue the same kindness to himself whiehhad shown to his
father. But the princes of the Ammonites took timessage in evil part, and
not as David's kind dispositions gave reason te tgkand they excited the
king to resent it; and said that David had sent toespy out the country, and
what strength it had, under the pretense of humaaniid kindness. They
further advised him to have a care, and not to gied to David's words,
lest he should be deluded by him, and so fall aitanconsolable calamity.
Accordingly Nahash's [son], the king of the Ammesit thought these
princes spake what was more probable than the wotlld admit, and so
abused the ambassadors after a very harsh maonee ghaved the one half
of their beards, and cut off one half of their gants, and sent his answer,
not in words, but in deeds. When the king of Israalv this, he had
indignation at it, and showed openly that he woulat overlook this
injurious and contumelious treatment, but would enakar with the
Ammonites, and would avenge this wicked treatmérti® ambassadors on
their king. So that king's intimate friends and coamders, understanding
that they had violated their league, and were diabl be punished for the
same, made preparations for war; they also sehbasand talents to the
Syrian king of Mesopotamia, and endeavored to previth him to assist
them for that pay, and Shobach. Now these kings thamhty thousand
footmen. They also hired the king of the countrjechMaacah, and a fourth
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king, by name Ishtob; which last had twelve thousarmed men.

2. But David was under no consternation at thidexeracy, nor at the
forces of the Ammonites; and putting his trust indiGbecause he was going
to war in a just cause, on account of the injurimaatment he had met with,
he immediately sent Joab, the captain of his lagstinst them, and gave him
the flower of his army, who pitched his camp by Balin, the metropolis of
the Ammonites; whereupon the enemy came out, arntesmselves in array,
not all of them together, but in two bodies; foe thuxiliaries were set in
array in the plain by themselves, but the armyhef Ammonites at the gates
over against the Hebrews. When Joab saw this, pesapl one stratagem
against another, and chose out the most hardyop&is men, and set them
in opposition to the king of Syria, and the kingattwere with him, and gave
the other part to his brother Abishai, and bid Is&h them in opposition to
the Ammonites; and said to him, that in case haillshsee that the Syrians
distressed him, and were too hard for him, he shouder his troops to turn
about and assist him; and he said that he himsalfdwdo the same to him,
if he saw him in the like distress from the AmmesitSo he sent his brother
before, and encouraged him to do every thing caoagly and with
alacrity, which would teach them to be afraid ofgiace, and to fight
manfully; and so he dismissed him to fight with fkammonites, while he fell
upon the Syrians. And though they made a stronggippn for a while,
Joab slew many of them, but compelled the restetake themselves to
flight; which, when the Ammonites saw, and werehaitafraid of Abishai
and his army, they staid no longer, but imitategirthuxiliaries, and fled to
the city. So Joab, when he had thus overcome thmgmreturned with great
joy to Jerusalem to the king.

3. This defeat did not still induce the Ammonitesde quiet, nor to own
those that were superior to them to be so, andtibe st they sent to
Chalaman, the king of the Syrians, beyond Euphrates hired him for an
auxiliary. He had Shobach for the captain of histhwith eighty thousand
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footmen, and ten thousand horsemen. Now when thg & the Hebrews
understood that the Ammonites had again gatheredgreat an army
together, he determined to make war with them mgéo by his generals,
but he passed over the river Jordan himself withnialarmy; and when he
met them he joined battle with them, and overcahamt and slew forty
thousand of their footmen, and seven thousand eif tiorsemen. He also
wounded Shobach, the general of Chalaman's fordesdied of that stroke;
but the people of Mesopotamia, upon such a comiusif the battle,
delivered themselves up to David, and sent himgpriss who at winter time
returned to Jerusalem. But at the beginning ofsiheng he sent Joab, the
captain of his host, to fight against the Ammonitefio overran all their
country, and laid it waste, and shut them up inrthreetropolis Rabbah, and
besieged them therein.
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Chapter 7

David Slew Uriah

1. But David fell now into a very grievous sin, tlgh he were otherwise
naturally a righteous and a religious man, and thaé firmly observed the
laws of our fathers; for when late in an eveningtdak a view round him
from the roof of his royal palace, where he usediatk at that hour, he saw
a woman washing herself in her own house: she wasob extraordinary
beauty, and therein surpassed all other womenndrme was Bathsheba. So
he was overcome by that woman's beauty, and waabhietto restrain his
desires, but sent for her, and lay with her. Heoeuphe conceived with
child, and sent to the king, that he should cortseme way for concealing
her sin (for, according to the laws of their fatheshe who had been guilty of
adultery ought to be put to death). So the king $@nJoab's armor-bearer
from the siege, who was the woman's husband, adame was Uriah. And
when he was come, the king inquired of him aboatalmy, and about the
siege; and when he had made answer that all tffairsawent according to
their wishes, the king took some portions of meamf his supper, and gave
them to him, and bade him go home to his wife, take his rest with her.
Uriah did not do so, but slept near the king wiitl test of his armor-bearers.
When the king was informed of this, he asked hiny \Wwh did not go home
to his house, and to his wife, after so long areabs; which is the natural
custom of all men, when they come from a long jeyrHe replied, that it
was not right, while his fellow soldiers, and thengral of the army, slept
upon the ground, in the camp, and in an enemy'stoguhat he should go
and take his rest, and solace himself with his wde when he had thus
replied, the king ordered him to stay there thghtithat he might dismiss
him the next day to the general. So the king inviteiah to supper, and after
a cunning and dexterous manlier plied him with ki@ supper, till he was
thereby disordered; yet did he nevertheless sledipeaking's gates without
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any inclination to go to his wife. Upon this thengiwas very angry at him;
and wrote to Joab, and commanded him to punishhUfaa he told him that
he had offended him; and he suggested to him tmsmenan which he would
have him punished, that it might not be discovdret he was himself the
author of this his punishment; for he charged horedt him over against that
part of the enemy's army where the attack wouldnost hazardous, and
where he might be deserted, and be in the grgatgsardy, for he bade him
order his fellow soldiers to retire out of the fighivhen he had written thus
to him, and sealed the letter with his own sealgéne it to Uriah to carry to
Joab. When Joab had received it, and upon reatimgdierstood the king's
purpose, he set Uriah in that place where he khewehemy would be most
troublesome to them; and gave him for his partserse of the best soldiers
in the army; and said that he would also come & thssistance with the
whole army, that if possible they might break dosame part of the wall,
and enter the city. And he desired him to be gladhe opportunity of
exposing himself to such great pains, and not tdiggleased at it, since he
was a valiant soldier, and had a great reputatorhis valor, both with the
king and with his countrymen. And when Uriah undekt the work he was
set upon with alacrity, he gave private ordershimsé who were to be his
companions, that when they saw the enemy makeya gay should leave
him. When, therefore, the Hebrews made an attaakn ujppe city, the
Ammonites were afraid that the enemy might prewtkatn, and get up into
the city, and this at the very place whither Uriahs ordered; so they
exposed their best soldiers to be in the foreframil opened their gates
suddenly, and fell upon the enemy with great velma®eand ran violently
upon them. When those that were with Uriah saw, ttiiey all retreated
backward, as Joab had directed them beforehand;iaih, as ashamed to
run away and leave his post, sustained the enamilytexeiving the violence
of their onset, he slew many of them; but beingoemzassed round, and
caught in the midst of them, he was slain, and sother of his companions
were slain with him.
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2. When this was done, Joab sent messengers arntpeand ordered
them to tell him that he did what he could to t#ke city soon; but that, as
they made an assault on the wall, they had beaedoto retire with great
loss; and bade them, if they saw the king was aagny, to add this, that
Uriah was slain also. When the king had heard dlithe messengers, he
took it heinously, and said that they did wrong wileey assaulted the wall,
whereas they ought, by undermining and other sjestw of war, to
endeavor the taking of rite city, especially whaeyt had before their eyes
the example of Abimelech, the son of Gideon, whaildmeeds take the
tower in Thebes by force, and was killed by a lsstg;e thrown at him by
an old woman; and although he was a man of greatvgss, he died
ignominiously by the dangerous manner of his assaht they should
remember this accident, and not come near the éaewvayl, for that the best
method of making war with success was to call todnihe accidents of
former wars, and what good or bad success haddatethem in the like
dangerous cases, that so they might imitate theamweavoid the other. But
when the king was in this disposition, the messetwd him that Uriah was
slain also; whereupon he was pacified. So he Haglenessenger go back to
Joab and tell him that this misfortune is no oth®n what is common
among mankind, and that such is the nature, anll $ecaccidents of war,
insomuch that sometimes the enemy will have sucdessein, and
sometimes others; but that he ordered him to gstiinn his care about the
siege, that no ill accident might befall him inhiéreafter; that they should
raise bulwarks and use machines in besieging tige amd when they have
gotten it, to overturn its very foundations, andlastroy all those that are in
it. Accordingly the messenger carried the king'ssage with which he was
charged, and made haste to Joab. But Bathshebaifthef Uriah, when she
was informed of the death of her husband, mouroetis death many days;
and when her mourning was over, and the tears wéhehshed for Uriah
were dried up, the king took her to wife preserdliygd a son was born to him
by her.
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3. With this marriage God was not well pleased, Wwas thereupon
angry at David; and he appeared to Nathan the ptowhhis sleep, and
complained of the king. Now Nathan was a fair amddpnt man; and
considering that kings, when they fall into a passare guided more by that
passion than they are by justice, he resolved noceal the threatenings that
proceeded from God, and made a good-natured dsedarhim, and this
after the. manner following: - He desired that kiveg would give him his
opinion in the following case: - There were," sl "two men inhabiting
the same city, the one of them was rich, and [theropoor]. The rich man
had a great many flocks of cattle, of sheep, arldn&; but the poor man had
but one ewe lamb. This he brought up with his ¢bihd and let her eat her
food with them; and he had the same natural atfedor her which any one
might have for a daughter. Now upon the coming aftranger to the rich
man, he would not vouchsafe to kill any of his oflatks, and thence feast
his friend; but he sent for the poor man's lamid, #ok her away from him,
and made her ready for food, and thence feastestittueger." This discourse
troubled the king exceedingly; and he denouncelNathan, that "this man
was a wicked man who could dare to do such a tland;that it was but just
that he should restore the lamb fourfold, and beighed with death for it
also." Upon this Nathan immediately said that hes Wwinself the man who
ought to suffer those punishments, and that byos sentence; and that it
was he who had perpetrated this 'great and horingec He also revealed to
him, and laid before him, the anger of God agdmst, who had made him
king over the army of the Hebrews, and lord ofta# nations, and those
many and great nations round about him; who hachddy delivered him
out of the hands of Saul, and had given him suslesvas he had justly and
legally married; and now this God was despisedihy, Bnd affronted by his
impiety, when he had married, and now had, anothan's wife; and by
exposing her husband to the enemy, had really $lmm 'that God would
inflict punishments upon him on account of thos&tances of wickedness;
that his own wives should be forced by one of bisss and that he should be
treacherously supplanted by the same son; and ahhbugh he had
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perpetrated his wickedness secretly, yet shoult ghaishment which he
was to undergo be inflicted publicly upon him; ‘thenoreover," said he,
“the child which was born to thee of her shall sdm" When the king was
troubled at these messages, and sufficiently corfed, and said with tears
and sorrow that he had sinned, (for he was witleontroversy a pious man,
and guilty of no sin at all in his whole life, extaeg those in the matter of
Uriah,) God had compassion on him, and was recetcib him, and

promised that he would preserve to him both hesdifid his kingdom; for he
said that, seeing he repented of the things hedoag, he was no longer
displeased with him. So Nathan, when he had deld/¢nis prophecy to the
king, returned home.

4. However, God sent a dangerous distemper uporchie that was
born to David of the wife of Uriah, at which thengi was troubled, and did
not take any food for seven days, although hisasgsvalmost forced him to
take it; but he clothed himself in a black garmemgd fell down, and lay
upon the ground in sackcloth, entrusting God fa tcovery of the child,
for he vehemently loved the child's mother; but when the seventh day,
the child was dead, the king's servants durstelbhim of it, as supposing
that when he knew it, he would still less admitf@dd, and other care of
himself, by reason of his grief at the death ofdog, since when the child
was only sick, he so greatly afflicted himself, arebved for him: but when
the king perceived that his servants were in dsgrand seemed to be
affected, as those who are very desirous to corstgaéthing, he understood
that the child was dead; and when he had calledobies servants to him,
and discovered that so it was, he arose up andedalsimself, and took a
white garment, and came into the tabernacle of Gtalalso commanded
them to set supper before him, and thereby greatigrised his kindred and
servants, while he did nothing of this when thddchias sick, but did it all
when he was dead. Whereupon having first beggede léa ask him a
guestion, they besought him to tell them the reasothis his conduct; he
then called them unskillful people, and instructeeim how he had hopes of
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the recovery of the child while it was alive, aratardingly did all that was
proper for him to do, as thinking by such meaneettder God propitious to
him; but that when the child was dead, there waknger any occasion for
grief, which was then to no purpose. When he hatlteas, they commended
the king's wisdom and understanding. He then weninto Bathsheba his
wife, and she conceived and bare a son; and bgamemand of Nathan the
prophet called his name Solomon.

5. But Joab sorely distressed the Ammonites instege, by cutting off
their waters, and depriving them of other meansubkistence, till they were
in the greatest want of meat and drink, for thegesheled only on one small
well of water, and this they durst not drink of tbeely, lest the fountain
should entirely fail them. So he wrote to the kiagd informed him thereof;
and persuaded him to come himself to take the thigt he might have the
honor of the victory. Upon this letter of Joabtse king accepted of his good-
will and fidelity, and took with him his army, améme to the destruction of
Rabbah; and when he had taken it by force, he gaie his soldiers to
plunder it; but he himself took the king of the Ammnites' crown, whose
weight was a talent of gold; (13) and it had innigldle a precious stone
called a sardonyx; which crown David ever after @von his own head. He
also found many other vessels in the city, andahosth splendid and of
great price; but as for the men, he tormented tl{é#), and then destroyed
them; and when he had taken the other cities oAthenonites by force, he
treated them after the same manner.

Footnotes:

1. That a talent of gold was about seven pounds wesgiat the description
of the temple ch. 13. Nor could Josephus well edmt higher, since
he here says that David wore it on his head peafigtu

2. Whether Josephus saw the words of our copies, 218ah2:31, and 1
Chronicles 20:3, that David put the inhabitantsatdeast the garrison of
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Rabbah, and of the other Ammonite cities, whiclbasieged and took,
under, or cut them with saws, and under, or witlrdves of iron, and
under, or with axes of iron, and made them passugir the brick-kiln,
Is not here directly expressed. If he saw themisanost probable he
did, he certainly expounded them of tormenting ¢h@snmonites to
death, who were none of those seven nations of @anahose
wickedness had rendered them incapable of mertyrnwtse | should
be inclinable to think that the meaning, at leasttlae words are in
Samuel, might only be this: That they were madeloleest slaves, to
work in sawing of timber or stone, in harrowing thelds, in hewing
timber, in making and burning bricks, and the likard services, but
without taking away their lives. We never elsewhehat | remember,
meet with such methods of cruelty in putting mendeath in all the
Bible, or in any other ancient history whatsoevesr do the words in
Samuel seem naturally to refer to any such thing.
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Chapter 8

Absalom Murdered Amnon

1. When the king was returned to Jerusalem, a ssfdmone befell his
house, on the occasion following: He had a daugktko was yet a virgin,
and very handsome, insomuch that she surpassetthealmost beautiful
women; her name was Tamar; she had the same mwitheAbsalom. Now
Amnon, David's eldest son, fell in love with hemdabeing not able to obtain
his desires, on account of her virginity, and thetady she was under, was
so much out of order, nay, his grief so eat ugbidy, that he grew lean, and
his color was changed. Now there was one Jenaddhsian and friend of
his, who discovered this his passion, for he wasxraordinary wise man,
and of great sagacity of mind. When, thereforesém that every morning
Amnon was not in body as he ought to be, he canmemp and desired him
to tell him what was the cause of it: however, &igl hat he guessed that it
arose from the passion of love. Amnon confessegdssion, that he was in
love with a sister of his, who had the same fathién himself. So Jenadab
suggested to him by what method and contrivancemight obtain his
desires; for he persuaded him to pretend sickras$,bade him, when his
father should come to him, to beg of him that hi&ges might come and
minister to him; for if that were done, he shouédd®etter, and should quickly
recover from his distemper. So Amnon lay down anbed, and pretended
to be sick, as Jonadab had suggested. When her feime, and inquired
how he did, he begged of him to send his sistehito. Accordingly, he
presently ordered her to be brought to him; andnndtee was come, Amnon
bade her make cakes for him, and fry them in a pad,do it all with her
own hands, because he should take them betterHenrnand [than from any
one's else]. So she kneaded the flour in the @igler brother, and made
him cakes, and baked them in a pan, and brought tbehim; but at that
time he would not taste them, but gave order tosbrsants to send all that
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were there out of his chamber, because he had @ tmirepose himself, free
from tumult and disturbance. As soon as what hedoawimanded was done,
he desired his sister to bring his supper to hita the inner parlor; which,
when the damsel had done, he took hold of herema@avored to persuade
her to lie with him. Whereupon the damsel cried aatd said, "Nay, brother,
do not force me, nor be so wicked as to transgressaws, and bring upon
thyself the utmost confusion. Curb this thy unreghts and impure lust, from
which our house will get nothing but reproach andlgchce." She also
advised him to speak to his father about this gffar he would permit him
[to marry her]. This she said, as desirous to avwed brother's violent
passion at present. But he would not yield to bat; inflamed with love and
blinded with the vehemency of his passion, he fras sister: but as soon
as Amnon had satisfied his lust, he hated her ineelgl, and giving her
reproachful words, bade her rise up and be gond.w#ren she said that this
was a more injurious treatment than the formenafy he had forced her, he
would not let her stay with him till the eveningytlbid her go away in the
day-time, and while it was light, that she mightetnheith people that would
be witnesses of her shame, - he commanded hisnddovaurn her out of his
house. Whereupon she was sorely grieved at theyiajud violence that had
been offered to her, and rent her loose coat,t@irgins of old time wore
such loose coats tied at the hands, and let dowinetankles, that the inner
coats might not be seen,) and sprinkled ashes ohdaal; and went up the
middle of the city, crying out and lamenting foetkiolence that had been
offered her. Now Absalom, her brother, happeneni¢et her, and asked her
what sad thing had befallen her, that she wasanghght; and when she had
told him what injury had been offered her, he canaf her, and desired her
to be quiet, and take all patiently, and not teest her being corrupted by
her brother as an injury. So she yielded to hisasjhand left off her crying
out, and discovering the force offered her to thatitade; and she continued
as a widow with her brother Absalom a long time.

2. When David his father knew this, he was grieatdhe actions of
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Amnon; but because he had an extraordinary affedbo him, for he was
his eldest son, he was compelled not to afflict;Hiot Absalom watched for
a fit opportunity of revenging this crime upon hifar he thoroughly hated
him. Now the second year after this wicked affé&ioat his sister was over,
and Absalom was about to go to shear his own saeBpalhazor, which is a
city in the portion of Ephraim, he besought hisé&xt as well as his brethren,
to come and feast with him: but when David excusieaself, as not being
willing to be burdensome to him, Absalom desiredwmild however send
his brethren; whom he did send accordingly. Thesaddm charged his own
servants, that when they should see Amnon discddarel drowsy with
wine, and he should give them a signal, they shéeda nobody, but Kkill
him.

3. When they had done as they were commandedeshefrhis brethren
were astonished and disturbed, and were afraidtifemselves, so they
immediately got on horseback, and rode away ta fagier; but somebody
there was who prevented them, and told their fathey were all slain by
Absalom; whereupon he was overcome with sorrowioaso many of his
sons that were destroyed at once, and that by lbineiher also; and by this
consideration, that it was their brother that appeédo have slain them, he
aggravated his sorrow for them. So he neither neguwvhat was the cause of
this slaughter, nor staid to hear any thing elsljclv yet it was but
reasonable to have done, when so very great, anthdiygreatness so
incredible, a misfortune was related to him: het feis clothes and threw
himself upon the ground, and there lay lamentirg lttss of all his sons,
both those who, as he was informed, were slain,clroim who slew them.
But Jonadab, the son of his brother Shemeah, ¢mtrdam not to indulge
his sorrow so far, for as to the rest of his soadiud not believe that they
were slain, for he found no cause for such a simpidut he said it might
deserve inquiry as to Amnon, for it was not unikk#hat Absalom might
venture to kill him on account of the injury he haiflered to Tamar. In the
mean time, a great noise of horses, and a tumulbwofe people that were
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coming, turned their attention to them; they wdre king's sons, who were
fled away from the feast. So their father met tremhey were in their grief,
and he himself grieved with them; but it was mdrant he expected to see
those his sons again, whom he had a little befe@dto have perished.
However, their were tears on both sides; they ldmegrtheir brother who
was killed, and the king lamenting his son, who wided also; but Absalom
fled to Geshur, to his grandfather by his moth&ide, who was king of that
country, and he remained with him three whole years

4. Now David had a design to send to Absalom, Imat he should come
to be punished, but that he might be with him, tfo effects of his anger
were abated by length of time. It was Joab, theawapof his host, that
chiefly persuaded him so to do; for he subornedrdmary woman, that was
stricken in age, to go to the king in mourning aphavho said thus to him: -
That two of her sons, in a coarse way, had sonferdifice between them,
and that in the progress of that difference thaype#o an open quarrel, and
that one was smitten by the other, and was deadl;she desired him to
interpose in this case, and to do her the favaatee this her son from her
kindred, who were very zealous to have him that$laoh his brother put to
death, that so she might not be further depriveti@hopes she had of being
taken care of in her old age by him; and that ifWoelld hinder this slaughter
of her son by those that wished for it, he wouldhdo a great favor, because
the kindred would not be restrained from their psg by any thing else than
by the fear of him. And when the king had given tmmsent to what the
woman had begged of him, she made this reply to hilhowe thee thanks
for thy benignity to me in pitying my old age, apekventing the loss of my
only remaining child; but in order to assure meho$ thy kindness, be first
reconciled to thine own son, and cease to be anghyhim; for how shall |
persuade myself that thou hast really bestowedféhvier upon me, while
thou thyself continuest after the like manner in Wrath to thine own son?
for it is a foolish thing to add willfully anothdéo thy dead son, while the
death of the other was brought about without thysemt." And now the king
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perceived that this pretended story was a subomaterived from Joab, and
was of his contrivance; and when, upon inquiry loé told woman, he
understood it to be so in reality, he called foakloand told him he had
obtained what he requested according to his ownlnand he bid him bring
Absalom back, for he was not now displeased, bdtdieeady ceased to be
angry with him. So Joab bowed himself down to timgkand took his words
kindly, and went immediately to Geshur, and tooks&bm with him, and
came to Jerusalem.

5. However, the king sent a message to his sorrdiedad, as he was
coming, and commanded him to retire to his own Bpf@ he was not yet in
such a disposition as to think fit at present @ Isin. Accordingly, upon the
father's command, he avoided coming into his pmseland contented
himself with the respects paid him by his own fgmahly. Now his beauty
was not impaired, either by the grief he had bemter or by the want of
such care as was proper to be taken of a king'sf@eohe still surpassed and
excelled all men in the tallness of his body, ara$wwnore eminent [in a fine
appearance] than those that dieted the most luxslgipand indeed such was
the thickness of the hair of his head, that it wath difficulty that he was
polled every eighth day; and his hair weighed twadred shekels (1) which
are five pounds. However, he dwelt in Jerusalemyears, and became the
father of three sons, and one daughter; which daughas of very great
beauty, and which Rehoboam, the son of Solomork toavife afterward,
and had by her a son named Abijah. But Absalom wedbab, and desired
him to pacify his father entirely towards him; aedoeseech him to give him
leave to come to him to see him, and speak with. lBot when Joab
neglected so to do, he sent some of his own sexyvantl set fire to the field
adjoining to him; which, when Joab understood, ame to Absalom, and
accused him of what he had done; and asked himets®n why he did so.
To which Absalom replied, that "I have found ousthtratagem that might
bring thee to us, while thou hast taken no cagetéorm the injunction | laid
upon thee, which was this, to reconcile my fatlbeme; and | really beg it of
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thee, now thou art here, to pacify my father asne since | esteem my
coming hither to be more grievous than my banishme&hile my father's

wrath against me continues." Hereby Joab was peesljaand pitied the
distress that Absalom was in, and became an irgsocevith the king for

him. And when he had discoursed with his fathersben brought him to
that amicable disposition towards Absalom, thaptesently sent for him to
come to him; and when he had cast himself down duperground, and had
begged for the forgiveness of his offenses, they kimised him up, and
promised him to forget what he had formerly done.

Footnote:

1. Of this weight of Absalom's hair, how in twentytoirty years it might
well amount to two hundred shekels, or to somevalhaive six pounds
avoirdupois, see the Literal Accomplishment of Pwapes, p. 77, 78.
But a late very judicious author thinks that the XXX meant not its
weight, but its value, Was twenty shekels. - Dr.IN/&ritical Notes on
the Old Testament, upon 2 Samuel 14:26. It doesappéar what was
Josephus's opinion: he sets the text down honastlye found it in his
copies, only he thought that "at the end of dayéen Absalom polled
or weighed his hair, was once a week.
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Chapter 9

The Insurrection of Absalom Against David

1. Now Absalom, upon this his success with the Kkipgpcured to
himself a great many horses, and many chariotstraatdn a little time also.
He had moreover fifty armor-bearers that were about and he came early
every day to the king's palace, and spake whatageseable to such as came
for justice and lost their causes, as if that happefor want of good
counselors about the king, or perhaps becauseuttge$ mistook in that
unjust sentence they gave; whereby he gained thd-gdl of them all. He
told them, that had he but such authority committedhim, he would
distribute justice to them in a most equitable nean®When he had made
himself so popular among the multitude, he thodnghbad already the good-
will of the people secured to him; but when fouasge(1) had passed since
his father's reconciliation to him, he came to hamng besought him to give
him leave to go to Hebron, and pay a sacrifice ¢al,Gecause he vowed it
to him when he fled out of the country. So when iDavad granted his
request, he went thither, and great multitudes cameing together to him,
for he had sent to a great number so to do.

2. Among them came Ahithophel the Gilonite, a c@&llos of David's,
and two hundred men out of Jerusalem itself, whemknot his intentions,
but were sent for as to a sacrifice. So he wasiafgibking by all of them,
which he obtained by this stratagem. As soon asribivs was brought to
David, and he was informed of what he did not ekfr@m his son, he was
aftrighted at this his impious and bold undertakingd wondered that he
was so far from remembering how his offense had lseelately forgiven
him, that he undertook much worse and more wicka®rprises; first, to
deprive him of that kingdom which was given him@dd; and secondly, to
take away his own father's life. He therefore resdlto fly to the parts
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beyond Jordan: so he called his most intimate dsenogether, and
communicated to them all that he had heard of bigssmadness. He
committed himself to God, to judge between thenuald their actions; and
left the care of his royal palace to his ten comoey and went away from
Jerusalem, being willingly accompanied by the wdsthe multitude, who
went hastily away with him, and particularly by #eosix hundred armed
men, who had been with him from his first flighttlme days of Saul. But he
persuaded Abiathar and Zadok, the high priests, dw determined to go
away with him, as also all the Levites, who weréhwhe ark, to stay behind,
as hoping that God would deliver him without itsn@val; but he charged
them to let him know privately how all things wemt; and he had their sons,
Ahimmaz the son of Zadok, and Jonathan the sonbo&tAar, for faithful
ministers in all things; but Ittai the Gitrite weoit with him whether David
would let him or not, for he would .have persuated to stay, and on that
account he appeared the more friendly to him. Buhe& was ascending the
Mount of Olives barefooted, and all his company ever tears, it was told
him that Ahithophel was with Absalom, and was of kide. This hearing
augmented his grief; and he besought God earnstljienate the mind of
Absalom from Ahithophel, for he was afraid thatdieuld persuade him to
follow his pernicious counsel, for he was a prudsiain, and very sharp in
seeing what was advantageous. When David was gopten the top of the
mountain, he took a view of the city; and prayedstmd with abundance of
tears, as having already lost his kingdom; and ltereas that a faithful
friend of his, whose name was Hushai, met him. Whawid saw him with
his clothes rent, and having ashes all over higlhead in lamentation for
the great change of affairs, he comforted him, exiabrted him to leave off
grieving; nay, at length he besought him to go ackbsalom, and appear
as one of his party, and to fish out the secret@shsels of his mind, and to
contradict the counsels of Ahithophel, for thatdo&ld not do him so much
good by being with him as he might by being withsAlom. So he was
prevailed on by David, and left him, and came tousalem, whither
Absalom himself came also a little while afterward.
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3. When David was gone a little farther, there mat Ziba, the servant
of Mephibosheth, (whom he had sent to take carthefpossessions which
had been given him, as the son of Jonathan, thefs®aul,) with a couple of
asses, loaden with provisions, and desired hirake &s much of them as he
and his followers stood in need of. And when thegkasked him where he
had left Mephibosheth, he said he had left himeirugalem, expecting to be
chosen king in the present confusions, in remendarari the benefits Saul
had conferred upon them. At this the king had gmedignation, and gave to
Ziba all that he had formerly bestowed on Mephiltishfor he determined
that it was much fitter that he should have theamtthe other; at which Ziba
greatly rejoiced.

4. When David was at Bahurim, a place so calledrettcame out a
kinsman of Saul's, whose name was Shimei, and tlstemes at him, and
gave him reproachful words; and as his friends dtabout the king and
protected him, he persevered still more in hisoaphes, and called him a
bloody man, and the author of all sorts of mischiief bade him also go out
of the land as ,an impure and accursed wretch; rendhanked God for
depriving him of his kingdom, and causing him to fenished for what
injuries he had done to his master [Saul], and lligishe means of his own
son. Now when they were all provoked against hind angry at bin;, and
particularly Abishai, who had a mind to kill Shimédavid restrained his
anger. "Let us not," said he, "bring upon ourselesther fresh misfortune
to those we have already, for truly | have notlésest regard nor concern for
this dog that raves at me: | submit myself to Godwhose permission this
man treats me in such a wild manner; nor is it @wonder that | am obliged
to undergo these abuses from him, while | expeeetie like from an
impious son of my own; but perhaps God will haveneocommiseration
upon us; if it be his will we shall overcome ther88 he went on his way
without troubling himself with Shimei, who ran atpthe other side of the
mountain, and threw out his abusive language ffildiyti But when David
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was come to Jordan, he allowed those that were with to refresh
themselves; for they were weary.

5. But when Absalom, and Ahithophel his counselwere come to
Jerusalem, with all the people, David's friend, Ilthis came to them; and
when he had worshipped Absalom, he withal wishadl his kingdom might
last a long time, and continue for all ages. BuewlAbsalom said to him,
"How comes this, that he who was so intimate anftief my father's, and
appeared faithful to him in all things, is not whm now, but hath left him,
and is come over to me?" Hushai's answer was verynpnt and prudent;
for he said, "We ought to follow God and the mulli¢ of the people; while
these, therefore, my lord and master, are with,thters fit that | should
follow them, for thou hast received the kingdommir&od. | will therefore,
if thou believest me to be thy friend, show the edidelity and kindness to
thee, which thou knowest | have shown to thy father is there any reason
to be in the least dissatisfied with the presemtesvf affairs, for the kingdom
Is not transferred into another, but remains stilthe same family, by the
son's receiving it after his father." This speedrspaded Absalom, who
before suspected Hushai. And now he called Ahiteg@nd consulted with
him what he ought to do: he persuaded him to ganto his father's
concubines; for he said that "by this action thepbe would believe that thy
difference with thy father is irreconcilable, andlwhence fight with great
alacrity against thy father, for hitherto they afeaid of taking up open
enmity against him, out of an expectation that wollibe reconciled again."
Accordingly, Absalom was prevailed on by this adyiand commanded his
servants to pitch him a tent upon the top of thekpalace, in the sight of
the multitude; and he went in and lay with his &tk concubines. Now this
came to pass according to the prediction of Nathdren he prophesied and
signified to him that his son would rise up in riiba against him.

6. And when Absalom had done what he was advisdy t&hithophel,
he desired his advice, in the second place, albeutvar against his father.
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Now Ahithophel only asked him to let him have t@ousand chosen men,
and he promised he would slay his father, and kituiegsoldiers back again
in safety; and he said that then the kingdom wdaddfirm to him when
David was dead [but not otherwise]. Absalom wasgdel with this advice,
and called for Hushai, David's friend (for so d&lstyle him); and informing
him of the opinion of Ahithophel, he asked, furthethat was his opinion
concerning that matter. Now he was sensible th&hithophel's counsel
were followed, David would be in danger of beingged on, and slain; so he
attempted to introduce a contrary opinion, and ,saittou art not
unacquainted, O king, with the valor of thy fathemd of those that are now
with him; that he hath made many wars, and hathaydwcome off with
victory, though probably he now abides in the cafaphe is very skiliful in
stratagems, and in foreseeing the deceitful tradksis enemies; yet will he
leave his own soldiers in the evening, and wilheithide himself in some
valley, or will place an ambush at some rock; sat thhen our army joins
battle with him, his soldiers will retire for atlg while, but will come upon
us again, as encouraged by the king's being near;tand in the mean time
your father will show himself suddenly in the tiné the battle, and will
infuse courage into his own people when they arelanger, but bring
consternation to thine. Consider, therefore, myi@jvand reason upon it,
and if thou canst not but acknowledge it to belbst, reject the opinion of
Ahithophel. Send to the entire country of the Halseand order them to
come and fight with thy father; and do thou thysakKe the army, and be
thine own general in this war, and do not trustni@nagement to another;
then expect to conquer him with ease, when thoutakest him openly with
his few partisans, but hast thyself many ten thodsawho will be desirous
to demonstrate to thee their diligence and alac/iyd if thy father shall
shut himself up in some city, and bear a siegewileoverthrow that city
with machines of war, and by undermining it." Whedashai had said this,
he obtained his point against Ahithophel, for hmnon was preferred by
Absalom before the other's: however, it was noraten God (2) who made
the counsel of Hushai appear best to the mind sbhidm.
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7. So Hushai made haste to the high priests, ZadokAbiathar, and
told them the opinion of Ahithophel, and his owngdhat the resolution was
taken to follow this latter advice. He thereforelbahem send to David, and
tell him of it, and to inform him of the counselsat had been taken; and to
desire him further to pass quickly over Jordan, s son should change his
mind, and make haste to pursue him, and so préwemtand seize upon him
before he be in safety. Now the high priests hair thons concealed in a
proper place out of the city, that they might careyvs to David of what was
transacted. Accordingly, they sent a maid-serwahgm they could trust, to
them, to carry the news of Absalom's counsels,addred them to signify
the same to David with all speed. So they made xonise nor delay, but
taking along with them their fathers' injunctiob&cause pious and faithful
ministers, and judging that quickness and suddenwas the best mark of
faithful service, they made haste to meet with Bafut certain horsemen
saw them when they were two furlongs from the atyd informed Absalom
of them, who immediately sent some to take themhwhen the sons of the
high priest perceived this, they went out of thadsoand betook themselves
to a certain village; that village was called Bamrthere they desired a
certain woman to hide them, and afford them segcuAtcordingly she let
the young men down by a rope into a well, and feedces of wool over
them; and when those that pursued them came t@hérasked her whether
she saw them, she did not deny that she had seeam tbr that they staid
with her some time, but she said they then werit thays; and she foretold
that, however, if they would follow them directlhey would catch them;
but when after a long pursuit they could not catodm, they came back
again; and when the woman saw those men were eetuamd that there was
no longer any fear of the young men's being cabghihem, she drew them
up by the rope, and bade them go on their jourreprdingly, they used
great diligence in the prosecution of that journayd came to David, and
informed him accurately of all the counsels of Absa So he commanded
those that were with him to pass over Jordan whweas night, and not to
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delay at all on that account.

8. But Ahithophel, on rejection of his advice, gigton his ass, and rode
away to his own country, Gilon; and, calling hisnily together, he told
them distinctly what advice he had given Absalomgl &ince he had not
been persuaded by it, he said he would evidentigipeand this in no long
time, and that David would overcome him, and retorhis kingdom again;
so he said it was better that he should take his lde away with freedom
and magnanimity, than expose himself to be punisbgdDavid, in
opposition to whom he had acted entirely for AbsaloNhen he had
discoursed thus to them, he went into the inmostr@f his house, and
hanged himself;, and thus was the death of Ahithippiveo was self-
condemned; and when his relations had taken hindown the halter, they
took care of his funeral. Now, as for David, hegemasover Jordan, as we
have said already, and came to Mahanaim, everydinmkevery strong city;
and all the chief men of the country received hiithvgreat pleasure, both
out of the shame they had that he should be fotoeflee away [from
Jerusalem], and out of the respect they bare hiitevile was in his former
prosperity. These were Barzillai the Gileadite, &idhar the ruler among
the Ammonites, and Machir the principal man of &lgand these furnished
him with plentiful provisions for himself and hislfowers, insomuch that
they wanted no beds nor blankets for them, nordeasf bread, nor wine;
nay, they brought them a great many cattle forgéiger, and afforded them
what furniture they wanted for their refreshmenewtihey were weary, and
for food, with plenty of other necessaries.

Footnotes:

1. This is one of the best corrections that Joseploaglg affords us of a
text that in our ordinary copies is grossly coragptThey say that this
rebellion of Absalom was forty years after what wéefore, (of his
reconciliation to his father,) whereas the serieshe history shows it
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could not be more than four years after it, as herdosephus; whose
number is directly confirmed by that copy of thepfagint version
whence the Armenian translation was made, whiclegs the small
number of four years.

. This reflection of Josephus's, that God broughtdoght the dangerous
counsel of Ahithophel, and directly infatuated wvadkAbsalom to reject
it, (which infatuation is what the Scripture stylb® judicial hardening
the hearts and blinding the eyes of men, who, by flormer voluntary
wickedness, have justly deserved to be destroyad, are thereby
brought to destruction,) is a very just one, andim not unfrequent.
Nor does Josephus ever puzzle himself, or perpisxrdaders, with
subtle hypotheses as to the manner of such judrdetiuations by God,
while the justice of them is generally so obviolisat peculiar manner
of the Divine operations, or permissions, or thensgeGod makes use of
in such cases, is often impenetrable by us. "S¢lenegs belong to the
Lord our God; but those things that are revealddngeto us, and to our
children for ever, that we may do all the words this law,"
Deuteronomy 29:29. Nor have all the subtletiedefrnoderns, as far as
| see, given any considerable light in this, anshynather the like points
of difficulty relating either to Divine or human emtions.--See the
notes on Antig. B. V ch. 1. sect. 2; and Antiq.B. ch. 4. sect. 3.
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Chapter 10

Absalom Was Slain

1. And this was the state of David and his follosvdoyut Absalom got
together a vast army of the Hebrews to oppose dtisef, and passed
therewith over the river Jordan, and sat down aotoff Mahanaim, in the
country of Gilead. He appointed Amasa to be captéiall his host, instead
of Joab his kinsman: his father was Ithra and huher Abigail: now she
and Zeruiah, the mother of Joab, were David'srsisteut when David had
numbered his followers, and found them to be alout thousand, he
resolved not to tarry till Absalom attacked himt bat over his men captains
of thousands, and captains of hundreds, and dishdedrmy into three parts;
the one part he committed to Joab, the next to&isloab's brother, and
the third to Ittai, David's companion and friendt lone that came from the
city Gath; and when he was desirous of fighting dalhamong them, his
friends would not let him: and this refusal of tiseivas founded upon very
wise reasons: "For," said they, "if we be conquexd@n he is with us, we
have lost all good hopes of recovering ourselvasjfonve should be beaten
in one part of our army, the other parts may rdtréim, and may thereby
prepare a greater force, while the enemy will ralyrsuppose that he hath
another army with him." So David was pleased witis their advice, and
resolved himself to tarry at Mahanaim; and as het $es friends and
commanders to the battle, he desired them to shiomossible alacrity and
fidelity, and to bear in mind what advantages thay received from him,
which, though they had not been very great, yet theg not been quite
inconsiderable; and he begged of them to spargaheg man Absalom, lest
some mischief should befall himself, if he shoutkiled; and thus did he
send out his army to the battle, and wished thextory therein.

2. Then did Joab put his army in battle-array against the enemy in
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the Great Plain, where he had a wood behind hinsal®in also brought his
army into the field to oppose him. Upon the joinmigthe battle, both sides
showed great actions with their hands and theidrds; the one side
exposing themselves to the greatest hazards, ang their utmost alacrity,
that David might recover his kingdom; and the otbeing no way deficient,
either in doing or suffering, that Absalom mightt e deprived of that
kingdom, and be brought to punishment by his fatteer his impudent
attempt against him. Those also that were the masierous were solicitous
that they might not be conquered by those fewwsate with Joab, and with
the other commanders, because that would be tlstegrdisgrace to them;
while David's soldiers strove greatly to overcormengany ten thousands as
the enemy had with them. Now David's men were cerms, as superior in
strength and skill in war; so they followed the eth as they fled away
through the forests and valleys; some they tookopers, and many they
slew, and more in the flight than in the battle fbere fell about twenty
thousand that day. But all David's men ran violengbon Absalom, for he
was easily known by his beauty and tallness. Hewaself also afraid lest
his enemies should seize on him, so he got upokitites mule, and fled;
but as he was carried with violence, and noise,aagdeat motion, as being
himself light, he entangled his hair greatly in taege boughs of a knotty
tree that spread a great way, and there he huteg, afsurprising manner;
and as for the beast, it went on farther, and shaftly, as if his master had
been still upon his back; but he, hanging in threugion the boughs, was
taken by his enemies. Now when one of David's ecddisaw this, he
informed Joab of it; and when the general said ihhe had shot at and
killed Absalom, he would have given him fifty shéke he replied, "I would
not have killed my master's son if thou wouldstégwen me a thousand
shekels, especially when he desired that the yooaug might be spared in
the hearing of us all." But Joab bade him show Wwimere it was that he saw
Absalom hang; whereupon he shot him to the headtskew him, and Joab's
armor-bearers stood round the tree, and pulled dosvdead body, and cast
it into a great chasm that was out of sight, and taheap of stones upon
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him, till the cavity was filled up, and had bothetlappearance and the
bigness of a grave. Then Joab sounded a retredt,renalled his own
soldiers from pursuing the enemy's army, in ordespare their countrymen.

3. Now Absalom had erected for himself a marbléapiin the king's
dale, two furlongs distant from Jerusalem, whicmhmed Absalom's Hand,
saying, that if his children were killed, his nameuld remain by that pillar;
for he had three sons and one daughter, named Tasave said before,
who when she was married to David's grandson, Redmb bare a son,
Abijah by name, who succeeded his father in thgdom; but of these we
shall speak in a part of our history which will in@re proper. After the death
of Absalom, they returned every one to their owmabs respectively.

4. But now Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok the high prie®nt to Joab, and
desired he would permit him to go and tell Davidro$ victory, and to bring
him the good news that God had afforded his as&istand his providence
to him. However, he did not grant his request, $aitl to him, "Wilt thou,
who hast always been the messenger of good newsga@nd acquaint the
king that his son is dead?" So he desired him sistieHe then called Cushi,
and committed the business to him, that he shalldhe king what he had
seen. But when Ahimaaz again desired him to letgonas a messenger, and
assured him that he would only relate what conakthe victory, but not
concerning the death of Absalom, he gave him leéag® to David. Now he
took a nearer road than the former did, for nobkagw it but himself, and
he came before Cushi. Now as David was sitting eetwthe gates, (1) and
waiting to see when somebody would come to him ftbenbattle, and tell
him how it went, one of the watchmen saw Ahimaammg, and before be
could discern who he was, be told David that he samebody coming to
him, who said he was a good messenger. A littldevaiter, he informed
him that another messenger followed him; whereupenking said that he
also was a good messenger: but when the watchmadlsanaaz, and that
he was already very near, he gave the king noheg it was the son of
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Zadok the high priest who came running. So Davig wery glad, and said
he was a messenger of good tidings, and broughsbhme such news from
the battle as be desired to hear.

5. While the king was saying thus, Ahimaaz appeaaed worshipped
the king. And when the king inquired of him abohe tbattle, he said he
brought him the good news of victory and dominidnd when he inquired
what he had to say concerning his son, he saidhthatame away on the
sudden as soon as the enemy was defeated, biietihatard a great noise of
those that pursued Absalom, and that he could leamore, because of the
haste be made when Joab sent him to inform hinmefvictory. But when
Cushi was come, and had worshipped him, and infdrnne of the victory,
he asked him about his son, who replied, "May tke misfortune befall
thine enemies as hath befallen Absalom." That wbddnot permit either
himself or his soldiers to rejoice for the victotiipugh it was a very great
one; but David went up to the highest part of the, ¢2) and wept for his
son, and beat his breast, tearing [the hair ofhked, tormenting himself all
manner of ways, and crying out, "O my son! | wikhattl had died myself,
and ended my days with thee!" for he was of a tendtural affection, and
had extraordinary compassion for this son in paldic But when the army
and Joab heard that the king mourned for his $my, were ashamed to enter
the city in the habit of conquerors, but they aline in as cast down, and in
tears, as if they had been beaten. Now while thg kbvered himself, and
grievously lamented his son, Joab went in to hind eomforted him, and
said, "O my lord the king, thou art not aware tiaiu layest a blot on thyself
by what thou now doest; for thou seemest to haisetlthat love thee, and
undergo dangers for thee nay, to hate thyself agdfamily, and to love
those that are thy bitter enemies, and to desaetmpany of those that are
no more, and who have been justly slain; for hadaddm gotten the victory,
and firmly settled himself in the kingdom, theredhaeen none of us left
alive, but all of us, beginning with thyself andytbhildren, had miserably
perished, while our enemies had not wept for hig,rbjoiced over us, and
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punished even those that pitied us in our misf@syrmand thou art not
ashamed to do this in the case of one that has thgebitter enemy, who,
while he was thine own son hath proved so wickedh&e. Leave off,
therefore, thy unreasonable grief, and come abmamadl be seen of thy
soldiers, and return them thanks for the alachgytshowed in the fight; for
I myself will this day persuade the people to ledvee, and to give the
kingdom to another, if thou continuest to do tharsl then | shall make thee
to grieve bitterly and in earnest." Upon Joab'sakpey thus to him, he made
the king leave off his sorrow, and brought him ke tonsideration of his
affairs. So David changed his habit, and exposatsélf in a manner fit to
be seen by the multitude, and sat at the gatesewpen all the people heard
of it, and ran together to him, and saluted himd Ams was the present state
of David's affairs.

Footnotes:

1. Those that take a view of my description of theegatf the temple, will
not be surprised at this account of David's thrdmgth here and 2
Samuel 18:21, that it was between two gates oma|sorGates being in
cities, as well as at the temple, large open plasgh a portal at the
entrance, and another at the exit, between whiditipl causes were
heard, and public consultations taken, as is wetivkn from several
places of Scripture, 2 Chronicles 31:2; Psalm 9:137:5; Proverbs
1:21; 8:3, 31; 31:23, and often elsewhere.

2. Since David was now in Mahanairn, and in the oplacegof that city
gate, which seems still to have been built the dsgjlof any part of the
wall, and since our other copies say he went upécchamber over the
gate, 2 Samuel 18:33, | think we ought to correstmesent reading in
Josephus, and for city, should read gate, i.eeausof the highest part of
the city, should say the highest part of the gAxordingly we find
David presently, in Josephus, as well as in ouertopies, 2 Samuel
19:8, sitting as before, in the gate of the city.
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Chapter 11

Amasa Was Slain by Joab

1. Now those Hebrews that had been With Absalom,bed retired out
of the battle, when they were all returned homet seessengers to every
city to put them in mind of what benefits David hiagstowed upon them,
and of that liberty which he had procured them,dajivering them from
many and great wars. But they complained, that edsethey had ejected
him out of his kingdom, and committed it to anotherernor, which other
governor, whom they had set up, was already deag,did not now beseech
David to leave off his anger at them, and to becémeads with them, and,
as he used to do, to resume the care of theirrgiffand take the kingdom
again. This was often told to David. And, this niistanding, David sent to
Zadok and Abiathar the high priests, that they &hgpeak to the rulers of
the tribe of Judah after the manner following: Thawvould be a reproach
upon them to permit the other tribes to choose @&t their king before
their tribe, "and this," said he, "while you aramako him, and of the same
common blood." He commanded them also to say thee 9@ Amasa the
captain of their forces, That whereas he was hagerss son, he had not
persuaded the multitude to restore the kingdom &wid) that he might
expect from him not only a reconciliation, for tivaas already granted, but
that supreme command of the army also which Absddachbestowed upon
him. Accordingly the high priests, when they hascdursed with the rulers
of the tribe, and said what the king had ordereanthpersuaded Amasa to
undertake the care of his affairs. So he persuatiatl tribe to send
immediately ambassadors to him, to beseech himetorrr to his own
kingdom. The same did all the Israelites, at tke persuasion of Amasa.

2. When the ambassadors came to him, he came usalem; and the
tribe of Judah was the first that came to meetkihg at the river Jordan.
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And Shimei, the son of Gera, came with a thousaad, which he brought
with him out of the tribe of Benjamin; and Zibaetfreed-man of Saul, with
his sons, fifteen in number, and with his twentyaats. All these, as well as
the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge [of boats] o tiver, that the king, and
those that were with him, might with ease pass daveMow as soon as he
was come to Jordan, the tribe of Judah saluted 8hmei also came upon
the bridge, and took hold of his feet, and prayed to forgive him what he
had offended, and not to be too bitter against mam, to think fit to make
him the first example of severity under his newhauty; but to consider that
he had repented of his failure of duty, and haeénakare to come first of all
to him. While he was thus entreating the king, andving him to
compassion, Abishai, Joab's brother, said, "Andl stw this man die for
this, that he hath cursed that king whom God hatboeted to reign over
us?" But David turned himself to him, and said, lI\Wou never leave off, ye
sons of Zeruiah? Do not you, | pray, raise newlihesi and seditions among
us, now the former are over; for | would not hawea ygnorant that | this day
begin my reign, and therefore swear to remit to a@lenders their
punishments, and not to animadvert on any one hhatsinned. Be thou,
therefore," said he, "O Shimei, of good courage, @m not at all fear being
put to death." So he worshipped him, and went dorbénim.

3. Mephibosheth also, Saul's grandson, met Davwdhed in a sordid
garment, and having his hair thick and neglected;after David was fled
away, he was in such grief that he had not pollsdhead, nor had he
washed his clothes, as dooming himself to undergth $rardships upon
occasion of the change-of the king's affairs. Nog Had been unjustly
calumniated to the king by Ziba, his steward. Wherhad saluted the king,
and worshipped him, the king began to ask him whydld not go out of
Jerusalem with him, and accompany him during hghtl He replied, that
this piece of injustice was owing to Ziba; becawsken he was ordered to
get things ready for his going out with him, he kowmo care of it, but
regarded him no more than if he had been a slavet,'indeed, had | had my
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feet sound and strong, | had not deserted theé¢ cfauld then have made use
of them in my flight: but this is not all the injputhat Ziba has done me, as to
my duty to thee, my lord and master, but he hatbhnmaiated me besides,
and told lies about me of his own invention; biknbw thy mind will not
admit of such calumnies, but is righteously dispiossnd a lover of truth,
which it is also the will of God should prevail. Fahen thou wast in the
greatest danger of suffering by my grandfather, whdn, on that account,
our whole family might justly have been destroydabu wast moderate and
merciful, and didst then especially forget all #thasjuries, when, if thou
hadst remembered them, thou hadst the power oElpung us for them; but
thou hast judged me to be thy friend, and hastngeevery day at thine own
table; nor have | wanted any thing which one ohéhbwn kinsmen, of
greatest esteem with thee, could have expectedénWie had said this,
David resolved neither to punish Mephibosheth, twocondemn Ziba, as
having belied his master; but said to him, thahasad [before] granted all
his estate to Ziba, because he did not come alatlg vim, so he [how]
promised to forgive him, and ordered that the calé df his estate should be
restored to him. (1) Whereupon Mephibosheth sdNay! let Ziba take all; it
suffices me that thou hast recovered thy kingdom."

4. But David desired Barzillai the Gileadite, tlgakat and good man,
and one that had made a plentiful provision for kitrMahanaim, and had
conducted him as far as Jordan, to accompany hidetasalem, for he
promised to treat him in his old age with all manokrespect - to take care
of him, and provide for him. But Barzillai was sesitous to live at home,
that he entreated him to excuse him from attendandem; and said that his
age was too great to enjoy the pleasures [of a,¢@imce he was fourscore
years old, and was therefore making provision ferdeath and burial: so he
desired him to gratify him in this request, andmdss him; for he had no
relish of his meat, or his drink, by reason of &ge; and that his ears were
too much shut up to hear the sound of pipes, onteedy of other musical
instruments, such as all those that live with kirgdight in. When he
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entreated for this so earnestly, the king saidjiSmiss thee, but thou shalt
grant me thy son Chimham, and upon him | will bestll sorts of good
things." So Barzillai left his son with him, and msbipped the king, and
wished him a prosperous conclusion of all his edfaiccording to his own
mind, and then returned home; but David came tgagilhaving about him
half the people [of Israel], and the [whole] tribkJudah.

5. Now the principal men of the country came tog@lilto him with a
great multitude, and complained of the tribe ofaludhat they had come to
him in a private manner; whereas they ought aljaatly, and with one and
the same intention, to have given him the meetg.the rulers of the tribe
of Judah desired them not to be displeased, if tle been prevented by
them; for, said they, "We are David's kinsmen, andthat account we the
rather took care of him, and loved him, and. soedinst to him;" yet had
they not, by their early coming, received any gffeam him, which might
give them who came last any uneasiness. When tkesraf the tribe of
Judah had said this, the rulers of the other tribeee not quiet, but said
further, "O brethren, we cannot but wonder at ydwew you call the king
your kinsman alone, whereas he that hath recenoed God the power over
all of us in common ought to be esteemed a kinstoams all; for which
reason the whole people have eleven parts in hmeh,yau but one part (2)
we are also elder than you; wherefore you haveadaoe justly in coming to
the king in this private and concealed manner."

6. While these rulers were thus disputing one \atiother,. a certain
wicked man, who took a pleasure in seditious pcasti (his name was
Sheba, the son of Bichri, of the tribe of Benjamstpod up in the midst of
the multitude, and cried aloud, and spake thuseot "We have no part in
David, nor inheritance in the son of Jesse." Ancenime had used those
words, he blew with a trumpet, and declared wairagjahe king; and they
all left David, and followed him; the tribe of Judalone staid with him, and
settled him in his royal palace at Jerusalem. Bufoa his concubines, with
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whom Absalom his son had accompanied, truly he vehdhem to another
house, and ordered those that had the care of tbemake a plentiful
provision for them, but he came not near them anyemHe also appointed
Amass for the captain of his forces, and gave hiensame high office which
Joab before had; and he commanded him to gathethag out of the tribe
of Judah, as great an army as he could, and cornientavithin three days,
that he might deliver to him his entire army, andim send him to fight
against [Sheba] the son of Bichri. Now while Amass gone out, and made
some delay in gathering the army together, and &® not yet returned, on
the third day the king said to Joab, "It is nowwg should make any delay in
this affair of Sheba, lest he get a numerous arbguahim, and be the
occasion of greater mischief, and hurt our affamsre than did Absalom
himself; do not thou therefore wait any longer, takke such forces as thou
hast at hand, and that [old] body of six hundredn,&nd thy brother
Abishai, with thee, and pursue after our enemy, emdeavor to fight him
wheresoever thou canst overtake him. Make hasg@dweent him, lest he
seize upon some fenced cities, and cause us gtaat &nd pains before we
take him."

7. So Joab resolved to make no delay, but takirig im his brother,
and those six hundred men, and giving orders tmatdst of the army which
was at Jerusalem should follow him, he marched githat speed against
Sheba; and when he was come to Gibeon, which iager forty furlongs
distant from Jerusalem, Amasa brought a great avitinyhim, and met Joab.
Now Joab was girded with a sword, and his breastga; and when Amasa
came near him to salute him, he took particulae ¢hat his sword should
fall out, as it were, of its own accord: so he taolp from the ground, and
while he approached Amasa, who was then near hsnth@augh he would
kiss him, he took hold of Amasa's beard with hiseothand, and he smote
him in his belly when he did not foresee it, anemshim. This impious and
altogether profane action Joab did to a good yamag, and his kinsman,
and one that had done him no injury, and this dyéaousy that he would
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obtain the chief command of the army, and be inaedignity with himself
about the king; and for the same cause it washibailled Abner. But as to
that former wicked action, the death of his brotAsahel, which he seemed
to revenge, afforded him a decent pretense, andenthdt crime a
pardonable one; but in this murder of Amasa thexe mo such covering for
it. Now when Joab had killed this general, he padsafter Sheba, having
left a man with the dead body, who was orderedroxlpim aloud to the
army, that Amasa was justly slain, and deservedljighed. "But," said he,
"if you be for the king, follow Joab his generatdaAbishai, Joab's brother:"
but because the body lay on the road, and all thisitaode came running to
it, and, as is usual with the multitude, stood wenth a great while at it, he
that guarded it removed it thence, and carried @ tcertain place that was
very remote from the road, and there laid it, aodeced it with his garment.
When this was done, all the people followed Joalw ds he pursued Sheba
through all the country of Israel, one told himttha was in a strong city,
called Abelbeth-maachah. Hereupon Joab went thitdret set about it with
his army, and cast up a bank round it, and ordei®doldiers to undermine
the walls, and to overthrow them; and since thepfgem the city did not
admit him, he was greatly displeased at them.

8. Now there was a woman of small account, andbpe¢th wise and
intelligent, who seeing her native city lying aetlast extremity, ascended
upon the wall, and, by means of the armed merea&dir Joab; and when he
came to her, she began to say, That "God ordaimagk kand generals of
armies, that they might cut off the enemies of tebdrews, and introduce a
universal peace among them; but thou art endeayddnoverthrow and
depopulate a metropolis of the Israelites, whichhhlaeen guilty of no
offense."” But he replied, "God continue to be nfafcunto me: | am
disposed to avoid killing any one of the peoplechmiess would | destroy
such a city as this; and if they will deliver me 8peba, the son of Bichri,
who hath rebelled against the king, | will leavé thie siege, and withdraw
the army from the place." Now as soon as the woh&ard what Joab said,
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she desired him to intermit the siege for a littlgle, for that he should have
the head of his enemy thrown out to him presei@tyshe went down to the
citizens, and said to them, "Will you be so wiclkagito perish miserably,
with your children and wives, for the sake of aeviéllow, and one whom
nobody knows who he is? And will you have him fauy king instead of
David, who hath been so great a benefactor to gad, oppose your city
alone to such a mighty and strong army?" So sheapeel with them, and
they cut off the head of Sheba, and threw it itabds army. When this was
done, the king's general sounded a retreat, asdddhe siege. And when he
was come to Jerusalem, he was again appointed eberal of all the
people. The king also constituted Benaiah capthithe guards, and of the
six hundred men. He also set Adoram over the &ibahd Sabathes and
Achilaus over the records. He made Sheva the saiife appointed Zadok
and Abiathar the high priests.

Footnotes:

1. By David's disposal of half Mephibosheth's estateZiba, one would
imagine that he was a good deal dissatisfied, amabtful whether
Mephibosheth's story were entirely true or not; does David now
invite him to diet with him, as he did before, Iy forgives him, if he
had been at all guilty. Nor is this odd way of muuog that
Mephibosheth made use of here, and 2 Samuel 1@y free from
suspicion by hypocrisy. If Ziba neglected or refliséo bring
Mephibosheh an ass of his own, on which he migha to David, it is
half to suppose that so great a man as he wasdimatlbe able to
procure some other beast for the same purpose.

2. | clearly prefer Josephus's reading here, wheopgpsses eleven tribes,
including Benjamin, to be on the one side, andttibe of Judah alone
on the other, since Benjamin, in general, had bséhfather of the
house of Saul, and less firm to David hithertonthay of the rest, and
S0 cannot be supposed to be joined with Judahisatithe, to make it
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double, especially when the following rebellion wheaded by a
Benjamite. See sect. 6, and 2 Samuel 20:2, 4.
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Chapter 12

The Hebrews Were Delivered from a Famine

1. After this, when the country was greatly affidtwith a famine,
David besought God to have mercy on the people,targiscover to him
what was the cause of it, and how a remedy mightfdumd for that
distemper. And when the prophets answered, that Godld have the
Gibeonites avenged whom Saul the king was so wickedo betray to
slaughter, and had not observed the oath whichudoste general and the
senate had sworn to them: If, therefore, said Guwking would permit such
vengeance to be taken for those that were slaith@ssibeonites should
desire, he promised that he would be reconciledhtom, and free the
multitude from their miseries. As soon thereforehas king understood that
this it was which God sought, he sent for the Giles, and asked them
what it was they should have; and when they desodthve seven sons of
Saul delivered to them to be punished, he deliveéhesn up, but spared
Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan. So when the Gitesohad received the
men, they punished them as they pleased; upon wharh began to send
rain, and to recover the earth to bring forth rtat§ as usual, and to free it
from the foregoing drought, so that the countrytled Hebrews flourished
again. A little afterward the king made war agathst Philistines; and when
he had joined battle with them, and put them thtli he was left alone, as
he was in pursuit of them; and when he was quiéel tilown, he was seen by
one of the enemy, his name was Achmon, the sonrap®A he was one of
the sons of the giants. He had a spear, the haridMhich weighed three
hundred shekels, and a breastplate of chain-warf,aasword. He turned
back, and ran violently to slay [David] their enésniing, for he was quite
tired out with labor; but Abishai, Joab's brothegspeared on the sudden, and
protected the king with his shield, as he lay doamg slew the enemy. Now
the multitude were very uneasy at these dangettseoking, and that he was
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very near to be slain; and the rulers made him sted he would no more
go out with them to battle, lest he should comedme great misfortune by
his courage and boldness, and thereby depriveabpl® of the benefits they
now enjoyed by his means, and of those that thehtrhereafter enjoy by
his living a long time among them.

2. When the king heard that the Philistines wetbeyad together at the
city Gazara, he sent an army against them, whdmeShai the Hittite, one of
David's most courageous men, behaved himself sto adeserve great
commendation, for he slew many of those that brdgtiey were the
posterity of the giants, and vaunted themselvehlyign that account, and
thereby was the occasion of victory to the HebreMter which defeat, the
Philistines made war again; and when David had aerdrmy against them,
Nephan his kinsman fought in a single combat with stoutest of all the
Philistines, and slew him, and put the rest tohtligVlany of them also were
slain in the fight. Now a little while after thifhe Philistines pitched their
camp at a city which lay not far off the boundstbé country of the
Hebrews. They had a man who was six cubits tall, lsad on each of his
feet and hands one more toe and finger than mamatigt have. Now the
person who was sent against them by David out ®fahmy was Jonathan,
the son of Shimea, who fought this man in a sirmglmbat, and slew him;
and as he was the person who gave the turn to dttke,bhe gained the
greatest reputation for courage therein. This mao waunted himself to be
of the sons of the giants. But after this fight Bfelistines made war no more
against the Israelites.

3. And now David being freed from wars and dangansl enjoying for
the future a profound peace, (1) composed songshgnths to God of
several sorts of metre; some of those which he nwesle trimeters, and
some were pentameters. He also made instrumemsisit, and taught the
Levites to sing hymns to God, both on that calleel $abbath day, and on
other festivals. Now the construction of the instants was thus: The viol
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was an instrument of ten strings, it was playednwpth a bow; the psaltery
had twelve musical notes, and was played upon éitigers; the cymbals
were broad and large instruments, and were madaass. And so much
shall suffice to be spoken by us about these instnis, that the readers may
not be wholly unacquainted with their nature.

4. Now all the men that were about David were mieoooirage. Those
that were most illustrious and famous of them fairt actions were thirty-
eight; of five of whom | will only relate the perfmances, for these will
suffice to make manifest the virtues of the othalso; for these were
powerful enough to subdue countries, and conqueatgnations. First,
therefore, was Jessai, the son of Achimaas, whyuénetly leaped upon the
troops of the enemy, and did not leave off fighttiiphe overthrew nine
hundred of them. After him was Eleazar, the sobado, who was with the
king at Arasam. This man, when once the Israelde=e under a
consternation at the multitude of the Philistinaed were running away,
stood alone, and fell upon the enemy, and slew nodilgem, till his sword
clung to his band by the blood he had shed, ahthéllIsraelites, seeing the
Philistines retire by his means, came down fromrtieintains and pursued
them, and at that time won a surprising and a faanactory, while Eleazar
slew the men, and the multitude followed and sploilesir dead bodies. The
third was Sheba, the son of llus. Now this man,wirethe wars against the
Philistines, they pitched their camp at a placdedalehi, and when the
Hebrews were again afraid of their army, and did stay, he stood still
alone, as an army and a body of men; and someeat tite overthrew, and
some who were not able to abide his strength anzefbe pursued. These
are the works of the hands, and of fighting, whilsese three performed.
Now at the time when the king was once at Jerusadem the army of the
Philistines came upon him to fight him, David wemt to the top of the
citadel, as we have already said, to inquire of Godcerning the battle,
while the enemy's camp lay in the valley that edteto the city Bethlehem,
which is twenty furlongs distant from Jerusalem.wNBavid said to his
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companions, "We have excellent water in my own, @gpecially that which
is in the pit near the gate," wondering if any evauld bring him some of it
to drink; but he said that he would rather hawhain a great deal of money.
When these three men heard what he said, theywagy enmediately, and
burst through the midst of their enemy's camp, @arde to Bethlehem; and
when they had drawn the water, they returned atamwugh the enemy's
camp to the king, insomuch that the Philistinesengo surprised at their
boldness and alacrity, that they were quiet, addndithing against them, as
if they despised their small number. But when tlegewwas brought to the
king, he would not drink it, saying, that it wasbght by the danger and the
blood of men, and that it was not proper on thabaant to drink it. But he
poured it out to God, and gave him thanks for dieation of the men. Next
to these was Abishai, Joab's brother; for he indmeslew six hundred. The
fifth of these was Benaiah, by lineage a priestbeing challenged by [two]
eminent men in the country of Moab, he overcamanthmy his valor,
Moreover, there was a man, by nation an Egyptidig was of a vast bulk,
and challenged him, yet did he, when he was unarkikthim with his own
spear, which he threw at him; for he caught hinfdrge, and took away his
weapons while he was alive and fighting, and slam ®ith his own
weapons. One may also add this to the forementi@etidns of the same
man, either as the principal of them in alacrity,as resembling the rest.
When God sent a snow, there was a lion who sligmetifell into a certain
pit, and because the pit's mouth was narrow it @wadent he would perish,
being enclosed with the snow; so when he saw notaget out and save
himself, he roared. When Benaiah heard the wildsth)dse went towards
him, and coming at the noise he made, he went dotenthe mouth of the
pit and smote him, as he struggled, with a stakst thy there, and
immediately slew him. The other thirty-three wake lthese in valor also.

Footnote:

1. This section is a very remarkable one, and showafs th the opinion of
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Josephus, David composed the Book of Psalms, nesewral times
before, as their present inscriptions frequentlglymbut generally at the
latter end of his life, or after his wars were oWgor does Josephus, nor
the authors of the known books of the Old and Nestdment, nor the
Apostolical Constitutions, seem to have ascribed ahthem to any
other author than to David himself. See Essay enQkd Testament,
pages 174, 175. Of these metres of the Psalmsheewte on Antiq. B.
ll. ch. 16. sect. 4.
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Chapter 13

David Had Numbered the People

1. Now king David was desirous to know how manyttesusands there
were of the people, but forgot the commands of Mpé&) who told them
beforehand, that if the multitude were numbereaytshould pay half a
shekel to God for every head. Accordingly the kaummanded Joab, the
captain of his host, to go and number the wholditadk; but when he said
there was no necessity for such a numeration, h® ved persuaded [to
countermand it], but he enjoined him to make nayebut to go about the
numbering of the Hebrews immediately. So Joab tek him the heads of
the tribes, and the scribes, and went over the tcpwi the Israelites, and
took notice how numerous the multitude were, artdrned to Jerusalem to
the king, after nine months and twenty days; andjdes in to the king the
number of the people, without the tribe of Benjanfior he had not yet
numbered that tribe, no more than the tribe of L& the king repented of
his having sinned against God. Now the number efrdst of the Israelites
was nine hundred thousand men, who were able todrees and go to war;
but the tribe of Judah, by itself, was four hunditemlisand men.

2. Now when the prophets had signified to David thad was angry at
him, he began to entreat him, and to desire he dvbelmerciful to him, and
forgive his sin. But God sent Nathan the prophéhito, to propose to him
the election of three things, that he might chowodech he liked best:
Whether he would have famine come upon the couoirgeven years, or
would have a war, and be subdued three monthsshgrt@mies? or, whether
God should send a pestilence and a distemper umpiébrews for three
days? But as he was fallen to a fatal choice oatgmiseries, he was in
trouble, and sorely confounded; and when the priopaé said that he must
of necessity make his choice, and had ordered tiamswer quickly, that he
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might declare what he had chosen to God, the k#aganed with himself,

that in case he should ask for famine, he wouldappo do it for others, and
without danger to himself, since he had a greal dleeorn hoarded up, but

to the harm of others; that in case he should ahémdbe overcome [by his
enemies] for three months, he would appear to lcaesen war, because he
had valiant men about him, and strong holds, amadl ttherefore he feared
nothing therefrom: so he chose that affliction whie common to kings and

to their subjects, and in which the fear was equmaall sides; and said this
beforehand, that it was much better to fall inte ttands of God, than into
those of his enemies.

3. When the prophet had heard this, he declareth iGod; who
thereupon sent a pestilence and a mortality uperHdbrews; nor did they
die after one and the same manner, nor so thaisteasy to know what the
distemper was. Now the miserable disease was afeed) but it carried
them off by ten thousand causes and occasions,hwihiose that were
afflicted could not understand; for one died uposm neck of another, and the
terrible malady seized them before they were awamne, brought them to
their end suddenly, some giving up the ghost imatetlr with very great
pains and bitter grief, and some were worn awayheyr distempers, and
had nothing remaining to be buried, but as soorewas they fell were
entirely macerated; some were choked, and greathehted their case, as
being also stricken with a sudden darkness; somee thvere who, as they
were burying a relation, fell down dead, withoutighing the rites of the
funeral. Now there perished of this disease, wibegan with the morning,
and lasted till the hour of dinner, seventy thoasasay, the angel stretched
out his hand over Jerusalem, as sending this kenuldlgment upon it. But
David had put on sackcloth, and lay upon the groemireating God, and
begging that the distemper might now cease, andnghavould be satisfied
with those that had already perished. And wherkthg looked up into the
air, and saw the angel carried along thereby ietashlem, with his sword
drawn, he said to God, that he might justly be goed, who was their
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shepherd, but that the sheep ought to be preseagedopt having sinned at
all; and he implored God that he would send histhvegpon him, and upon
all his family, but spare the people.

4. When God heard his supplication, he caused ¢is@lgnce to cease,
and sent Gad the prophet to him, and commandeddgo up immediately
to the thrashing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite, aodd an altar there to
God, and offer sacrifices. When David heard that,did not neglect his
duty, but made haste to the place appointed himw Mgoaunah was
thrashing wheat; and when he saw the king andislsérvants coming to
him, he ran before, and came to him and worshigped he was by his
lineage a Jebusite, but a particular friend of B&yiand for that cause it was
that, when he overthrew the city, he did him nomhaas we informed the
reader a little before. Now Araunah inquired, "Wéfere is my lord come to
his servant?" He answered, to buy of him the thrasfioor, that he might
therein build an altar to God, and offer a saagifiele replied, that he freely
gave him both the thrashing-floor and the ploughd the oxen for a burnt-
offering; and he besought God graciously to achepsacrifice. But the king
made answer, that he took his generosity and magrgnloudly, and
accepted his good-will, but he desired him to ttdes price of them all, for
that it was not just to offer a sacrifice that costhing. And when Araunah
said he would do as he pleased, he bought thehthggloor of him for fifty
shekels. And when he had built an altar, he perakdivine service, and
brought a burnt-offering, and offered peace-offgsiralso. With these God
was pacified, and became gracious to them againv Ndappened that
Abraham (2)came and offered his son Isaac for atkmffering at that very
place; and when the youth was ready to have hemathout, a ram appeared
on a sudden, standing by the altar, which Abrahaonifeced in the stead of
his son, as we have before related. Now when kiagdsaw that God had
heard his prayer, and had graciously acceptedso$dmrifice, he resolved to
call that entire place The Altar of all the Peopled to build a temple to God
there; which words he uttered very appositely toatvivas to be done
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afterward; for God sent the prophet to him, and toim that there should his
son build him an altar, that son who was to takekingdom after him.

Footnotes:

1. The words of God by Moses, Exodus 30:12, suffityesttisfy the
reason here given by Josephus for the great plawgmioned in this
chapter: - "When thou takest the sum of the childbtlsrael after their
number, then shall they give a ransom for his smiib the Lord, when
thou numberest them; that there be no plague arhdhgs, when
numberest them." Nor indeed could David's or thglewt of executing
this law at this numeration of half a shekel apie@® them, when they
came numbered. The great reason why nations atersmitted by and
with their wicked kings and governors that they @din constantly
comply with them in their of or disobedience to the/ine laws, and
suffer Divine laws to go into disuse or contemptorder to kings and
governors; and that they sub-political laws and mamds of those
governors, instead of the righteous laws of Godiclwhall mankind
ought ever to obey, let their kings and governagswghat they please to
the contrary; this preference of human before Eviaws seeming to
me the principal character of idolatrous or anistlan nations.
Accordingly, Josephus well observes, Antiq. B. ¢Y. 8. sect. 17, that it
was the duty of the people of Israel to take chet their kings, when
they should have them, did not exceed their prbpets of power, and
prove ungovernable by the laws of God, which wockdtainly be a
most pernicious thing to their Divine settlemenbrNio | think that
negligence peculiar to the Jews: those nations lwhace called
Christians, are sometimes indeed very solicitousesitrain their kings
and governors from breaking the human laws of thevweral kingdoms,
but without the like care for restraining them frdameaking the laws of
God. "Whether it be right in the sight of God tahen unto men more
than to God, judge ye," Acts 4:19. "We ought toyoksod rather than
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men," ver. 29.
. What Josephus adds here is very remarkable, tiatvtbunt Moriah

was not only the very place where Abraham offeredsaac long ago,
but that God had foretold to David by a prophedf tiere his son should
build him a temple, which is not directly in any ofir other copies,
though very agreeable to what is in them, partityillan 1 Chronicles

21:25, 28; 22:1, to which places | refer the reader
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Chapter 14

David Appointed Solomon to Reign

1. After the delivery of this prophecy, the kingrmmanded the strangers
to be numbered; and they were found to be one lednaind eighty thousand,;
of these he appointed fourscore thousand to berserfestone, and the rest
of the multitude to carry the stones, and of theanshat over the workmen
three thousand and five hundred. He also prepamgekat quantity of iron
and brass for the work, with many (and those exogeldrge) cedar trees;
the Tyrians and Sidonians sending them to himhé&had sent to them for a
supply of those trees. And he told his friends tihese things were now
prepared, that he might leave materials readyHerluilding of the temple
to his son, who was to reign after him, and thatrhght not have them to
seek then, when he was very young, and by reastmsaige unskillful in
such matters, but might have them lying by him, aodmight the more
readily complete the work.

2. So David called his son Solomon, and charged hen he had
received the kingdom, to build a temple to God, saidl, "!l was willing to
build God a temple myself, but he prohibited mecause | was polluted
with blood and wars; but he hath foretold that $wa, my youngest son,
should build him a temple, and should be calledhay name; over whom he
hath promised to take the like care as a fatherstaker his son; and that he
would make the country of the Hebrews happy undar And that, not only
in other respects, but by giving it peace and foeedrom wars, and from
internal seditions, which are the greatest of Ek&ings. Since, therefore,”
says he, "thou wast ordained king by God himsefbigethou wast born,
endeavor to render thyself worthy of this his pdavice, as in other
instances, so particularly in being religious, aigihteous, and courageous.
Keep thou also his commands and his laws, whicthdit@ given us by
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Moses, and do not permit others to break them.daéoms also to dedicate to
God a temple, which he hath chosen to be built utidereign; nor be thou
aftrighted by the vastness of the work, nor seugltaimorously, for | will
make all things ready before | die: and take notilcat there are already ten
thousand talents of gold, and a hundred thousalaht$aof silver (1)
collected together. | have also laid together beass iron without number,
and an immense guantity of timber and of stonegelher, thou hast many
ten thousand stone-cutters and carpenters; arobuf $halt want any thing
further, do thou add somewhat of thine own. Wheaeefd thou performest
this work, thou wilt be acceptable to God, and hhira for thy patron."
David also further exhorted the rulers of the pedpl assist his son in this
building, and to attend to the Divine service, whleey should be free from
all their misfortunes, for that they by this meatsuld enjoy, instead of
them, peace and a happy settlement, with whiclsinlgs God rewards such
men as are religious and righteous. He also gaderarthat when the temple
should be once built, they should put the ark tinensith the holy vessels;
and he assured them that they ought to have hamjplé long ago, if their
fathers had not been negligent of God's commanti®, ad given it in
charge, that when they had got the possessionsfahd, they should build
him a temple. Thus did David discourse to the gowes, and to his son.

3. David was now in years, and his body, by lerajthme, was become
cold, and benumbed, insomuch that he could geteat Iy covering himself
with many clothes; and when the physicians camethmy, they agreed to
this advice, that a beautiful virgin, chosen outle whole country, should
sleep by the king's side, and that this damsel ev@olmmunicate heat to
him, and be a remedy against his numbness. Now thias found in the city
one woman, of a superior beauty to all other wom@ner name was
Abishag,) who, sleeping with the king, did no mdh&n communicate
warmth to him, for he was so old that he could kdw her as a husband
knows his wife. But of this woman we shall speakenaresently.
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4. Now the fourth son of David was a beautiful ygunan, and tall,
born to him of Haggith his wife. He was named Agami and was in his
disposition like to Absalom; and exalted himselfhegping to be king, and
told his friends that he ought to take the govemmgon him. He also
prepared many chariots and horses, and fifty memricbefore him. When
his father saw this, he did not reprove him, nostreen him from his
purpose, nor did he go so far as to ask whereferdidéh so. Now Adonijah
had for his assistants Joab the captain of the ,aamg Abiathar the high
priest; and the only persons that opposed him Waaok the high priest,
and the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah, who was capfaihe guards, and
Shimei, David's friend, with all the other most ig men. Now Adonijah
had prepared a supper out of the city, near thetéou that was in the king's
paradise, and had invited all his brethren excepbrS8on, and had taken
with him Joab the captain of the army, and: Abigtlaad the rulers of the
tribe of Judah, but had not invited to this featitexr Zadok the high priest,
or Nathan the prophet, or Benaiah the captainefyinards, nor any of those
of the contrary party. This matter was told by Naththe prophet to
Bathsheba, Solomon's mother, that Adonijah was,kang that David knew
nothing of it; and he advised her to save hersedflzer son Solomon, and to
go by herself to David, and say to him, that he Iadeed sworn that
Solomon should reign after him, but that in the méane Adonijah had
already taken the kingdom. He said that he, thphmbhimself, would come
after her, and when she had spoken thus to the Wiogld confirm what she
had said. Accordingly Bathsheba agreed with Nathad,went in to the king
and worshipped him, and when she had desired keasgeak with him, she
told him all things in the manner that Nathan hadgested to her; and
related what a supper Adonijah had made, and wéyp were whom he had
invited; Abiathar the and Joab the general, andid&wons, excepting
Solomon and his intimate friends. She also sait didhe people had their
eyes upon him, to know whom he would choose forr thieg. She desired
him also to consider how, after his departure, Adbn if he were king,
would slay her and her son Solomon.
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5. Now, as Bathsheba was speaking, the keeperdfitly's chambers
told him that Nathan desired to see him. And whenking had commanded
that he should be admitted, he came in, and askedwiether he had
ordained Adonijah to be king, and delivered theagament to him, or not;
for that he had made a splendid supper, and in\atedhis sons, except
Solomon; as also that he had invited Joab, theaoamf his host, [and
Abiathar the high priest,] who are feasting witlplapises, and many joyful
sounds of instruments, and wish that his kingdorny taat for ever; but he
hath not invited me, nor Zadok the high priest, Benaiah the captain of the
guards; and it is but fit that all should know whieat this be done by thy
approbation or not. When Nathan had said thuskihg commanded that
they should call Bathsheba to him, for she had gmrteof the room when
the prophet came. And when Bathsheba was comedB3and, "l swear by
Almighty God, that thy son Solomon shall certaihky king, as | formerly
swore; and that he shall sit upon my throne, aatl tthis very day also." So
Bathsheba worshipped him, and wished him a loreg &hd the king sent for
Zadok the high priest, and Benaiah the captaimefguards; and when they
were come, he ordered them to take with them Natharprophet, and all
the armed men about the palace, and to set hiSslmmon upon the king's
mule, and to carry him out of the city to the faintcalled Gihon, and to
anoint him there with the holy oil, and to make Himg. This he charged
Zadok the high priest, and Nathan the prophet,otoadd commanded them
to follow Solomon through the midst of the city,dato sound the trumpets,
and wish aloud that Solomon the king may sit ug@nroyal throne for ever,
that so all the people may know that he is ordaikied by his father. He
also gave Solomon a charge concerning his govemreemnule the whole
nation of the Hebrews, and particularly the trideJodah, religiously and
righteously. And when Benaiah had prayed to Godbéo favorable to
Solomon, without any delay they set Solomon upanrtiule, and brought
him out of the city to the fountain, and anointecdh lwith oil, and brought
him into the city again, with acclamations and \estthat his kingdom might
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continue a long time: and when they had introdubed into the king's
house, they set him upon the throne; whereupornthall people betook
themselves to make merry, and to celebrate a &stancing and delighting
themselves with musical pipes, till both the eantld the air echoed with the
multitude of the instruments of music.

6. Now when Adonijah and his guests perceivedribise, they were in
disorder; and Joab the captain of the host samidsenot pleased with these
echoes, and the sound of these trumpets. And wiigmes was set before
them, nobody tasted of it, but they were all vdrgughtful what would be
the matter. Then Jonathan, the son of Abiathahihle priest, came running
to them; and when Adonijah saw the young man glaaihygl said to him that
he was a good messenger, he declared to them tbé wiatter about
Solomon, and the determination of king David: hemuboth Adonijah and
all the guests rose hastily from the feast, andyeweae fled to their own
homes. Adonijah also, as afraid of the king for i had done, became a
supplicant to God, and took hold of the horns of #ditar, which were
prominent. It was also told Solomon that he had@we; and that he desired
to receive assurances from him that he would maemeber the injury he had
done, and not inflict any severe punishment fo6Silomon answered very
mildly and prudently, that he forgave him this bifense; but said withal,
that if he were found out in any attempt for newawations, that he would
be the author of his own punishment. So he sehing and raised him up
from the place of his supplication. And when he wame to the king, and
had worshipped him, the king bid him go away to dwsh house, and have
no suspicion of any harm; and desired him to shomsélf a worthy man, as
what would tend to his own advantage.

7. But David, being desirous of ordaining his samgkof all the people,
called together their rulers to Jerusalem, withghests and the Levites; and
having first numbered the Levites, he found therhddhirty-eight thousand,
from thirty years old to fifty; out of which he apipted twenty-three
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thousand to take care of the building of the temaia out of the same, six
thousand to be judges of the people and scribas thousand for porters to
the house of God, and as many for singers, totsirige instruments which
David had prepared, as we have said already. Heladivthem also into

courses: and when he had separated the priestglieom he found of these
priests twenty-four courses, sixteen of the hoddel@azar, and eight of that
of Ithamar; and he ordained that one course shouldster to God eight

days, from sabbath to sabbath. And thus were theses distributed by lot,
in the presence of David, and Zadok and Abiatharhilgh priests, and of all
the rulers; and that course which came up first wiatden down as the first,

and accordingly the second, and so on to the twienirth; and this partition

hath remained to this day. He also made twenty-fiants of the tribe of

Levi; and when they cast lots, they came up indhe manner for their
courses of eight days. He also honored the postefitMoses, and made
them the keepers of the treasures of God, andeofdtdmations which the
kings dedicated. He also ordained that all theetwb Levi, as well as the
priests, should serve God night and day, as Mosg£hjoined them.

8. After this he parted the entire army into twelparts, with their
leaders [and captains of hundreds] and commandEw. every part had
twenty-four thousand, which were ordered to wait Smiomon, by thirty
days at a time, from the first day till the lastthwthe captains of thousands
and captains of hundreds. He also set rulers axaggygart, such as he knew
to be good and righteous men. He set others als@aki® charge of the
treasures, and of the villages, and of the fields] of the beasts, whose
names | do not think it necessary to mention. Wbhenid had ordered all
these officers after the manner before mentionedzailed the rulers of the
Hebrews, and their heads of tribes, and the oficever the several
divisions, and those that were appointed over ewsork, and every
possession; and standing upon a high pulpit, heé waithe multitude as
follows: "My brethren and my people, | would haveuyknow that |
intended to build a house for God, and preparedgelquantity of gold, and

82



a hundred thousand talents of silver; but God [mtéd me by the prophet
Nathan, because of the wars | had on your accaunat,because my right
hand was polluted with the slaughter of our enepnashe commanded that
my son, who was to succeed me in the kingdom, shbuild a temple for
him. Now therefore, since you know that of the weetons whom Jacob our
forefather had Judah was appointed to be king, that | was preferred
before my six brethren, and received the governnremh God, and that
none of them were uneasy at it, so do | also ddbiaé my sons be not
seditious one against another, now Solomon hasvextéhe kingdom, but to
bear him cheerfully for their lord, as knowing tlizdd hath chosen him; for
it is not a grievous thing to obey even a foreigasra ruler, if it be God's
will, but it is fit to rejoice when a brother hatibtained that dignity, since the
rest partake of it with him. And | pray that theopnses of God may be
fulfilled; and that this happiness which he hatlerpised to bestow upon
king Solomon, over all the country, may continueréin for all time to
come. And these promises O son, will be firm, aoche to a happy end, if
thou showest thyself to be a religious and a rigideman, and an observer
of the laws of thy country; but if not, expect adsrgy upon thy disobedience
to them."

9. Now when the king had said this, he left offt gave the description
and pattern of the building of the temple in thghsiof them all to Solomon:
of the foundations and of the chambers, inferiod aoperior; how many
they were to be, and how large in height and inadile as also he
determined the weight of the golden and silver essmoreover, he
earnestly excited them with his words to use thmost alacrity about the
work; he exhorted the rulers also, and particultdrby tribe of Levi, to assist
him, both because of his youth, and because Goat@skn him to take care
of the building of the temple, and of the governtraithe kingdom. He also
declared to them that the work would be easy, antdvery laborious to
them, because he had prepared for it many talentgpld, and more of
silver, with timber, and a great many carpenterd stone-cutters, and a
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large quantity of emeralds, and all sorts of presistones; and he said, that
even now he would give of the proper goods of has alominion two
hundred talents, and three hundred other talentsucd gold, for the most
holy place, and for the chariot of God, the chamybwhich are to stand over
and cover the ark. Now when David had done speakivege appeared great
alacrity among the rulers, and the priests, and libeites, who now
contributed and made great and splendid promigea foture Contribution;
for they undertook to bring of gold five thousardents, and ten thousand
drams, and of silver ten thousand talents, and nb@mythousand talents of
iron; and if any one had a precious stone he broigand bequeathed it to
be put among the treasures; of which Jachiel, drikeoposterity of Moses,
had the care.

10. Upon this occasion all the people rejoicedngzmarticular did David,
when he saw the zeal and forward ambition of thersuand the priests, and
of all the rest; and he began to bless God withua ioice, calling him the
Father and Parent of the universe, and the Autlidnuoman and divine
things, with which he had adorned Solomon, thegmaémd guardian of the
Hebrew nation, and of its happiness, and of thagdom which he hath
given his son. Besides this, he prayed for happit@sll the people; and to
Solomon his son, a sound and a righteous mindcanfirmed in all sorts of
virtue; and then he commanded the multitude tosb{&sd; upon which they
all fell down upon the ground and worshipped hirney also gave thanks to
David, on account of all the blessings which thag heceived ever since he
had taken the kingdom. On the next day he presesdedfices to God, a
thousand bullocks, and as many lambs, which thdgred for burnt-
offerings. They also offered peace-offerings, alevsmany ten thousand
sacrifices; and the king feasted all day, togetinér all the people; and they
anointed Solomon a second time with the oil, angbayped him to be king,
and Zadok to be the high priest of the whole mudi&t And when they had
brought Solomon to the royal palace, and had set dippon his father's
throne, they were obedient to him from that day.
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Footnote:

1. Of the quantity of gold and silver expended in biodding of Solomon's
temple, and whence it arose, see the descriptich.df3.
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Chapter 15

David Gave the Building of the Temple to Solomon

1. A Little afterward David also fell into a distger, by reason of his
age; and perceiving that he was near to deathallecis son Solomon, and
discoursed to him thus: "I am now, O my son, gdmgy grave, and to my
fathers, which is the common way which all men thetv are, or shall be
hereafter, must go; from which way it is no longessible to return, and to
know any thing that is done in this world. On whatcount | exhort thee,
while | am still alive, though already very neardwath, in the same manner
as | have formerly said in my advice to thee, toriglteous towards thy
subjects, and religious towards God, that hathgitheee thy kingdom; to
observe his commands and his laws, which he hathuseby Moses; and
neither do thou out of favor nor flattery allow alust or other passion to
weigh with thee to disregard them; for if thou sgressest his laws, thou
wilt lose the favor of God, and thou wilt turn awiag providence from thee
in all things; but if thou behave thyself so asahooves thee, and as | exhort
thee, thou wilt preserve our kingdom to our famaynd no other house will
bear rule over the Hebrews but we ourselves foragbs. Be thou also
mindful of the transgressions of Joab, (1) the aapof the host, who hath
slain two generals out of envy, and those rightemgsgood men, Abner the
son of Ner, and Amasa the son of Jether; whosehdiatthou avenge as
shall seem good to thee, since Joab hath beenabfbr me, and more
potent than myself, and so hath escaped punishinméretrto. | also commit
to thee the son of Barzillai the Gileadite, whomorder to gratify me, thou
shalt have in great honor, and take great cartoofiye have not done good
to him first, but we only repay that debt which ewxe to his father for what
he did to me in my flight. There is also Shimei fom of Gera, of the tribe of
Benjamin, who, after he had cast many reproaches upe, when, in my
flight, | was going to Mahanaim, met me at Jordamg received assurances
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that he should then suffer nothing. Do thou nowkseet for some just
occasion, and punish him."

2. When David had given these admonitions to his about public
affairs, and about his friends, and about thosemvin@ knew to deserve
punishment, he died, having lived seventy yeard,raigned seven years and
six months in Hebron over the tribe of Judah, anidtytthree years in
Jerusalem over all the country. This man was o&xsellent character, and
was endowed with all virtues that were desirabla iking, and in one that
had the preservation of so many tribes committeding for he was a man
of valor in a very extraordinary degree, and wedily and first of all into
dangers, when he was to fight for his subjectseasting the soldiers to
action by his own labors, and fighting for themgdamot by commanding
them in a despotic way. He was also of very grbéditias in understanding,
and apprehension of present and future circumssaneben he was to
manage any affairs. He was prudent and moderatiekiad to such as were
under any calamities; he was righteous and humarech are good
gualities, peculiarly fit for kings; nor was he Huiof any offense in the
exercise of so great an authority, but in the rssrof the wife of Uriah. He
also left behind him greater wealth than any otkerg, either of the
Hebrews or, of other nations, ever did.

3. He was buried by his son Solomon, in Jerusalet) great
magnificence, and with all the other funeral pomipichi kings used to be
buried with; moreover, he had great and immensdtiwéaried with him,
the vastness of which may be easily conjecturdayathat | shall now say;
for a thousand and three hundred years afterwardanus the high priest,
when he was besieged by Antiochus, that was c#tiedPious, the son of
Demetrius, and was desirous of giving him moneyébd him to raise the
siege and draw off his army, and having no othethoe of compassing the
money, opened one room of David's sepulcher, aokl doit three thousand
talents, and gave part of that sum to Antiochud;anthis means caused the
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siege to be raised, as we have informed the redslewhere. Nay, after him,
and that many years, Herod the king opened anotioen, and took away a
great deal of money, and yet neither of them cantieeacoffins of the kings
themselves, for their bodies were buried underetr¢h so artfully, that they
did not appear to even those that entered into thenuments. But so much
shall suffice us to have said concerning thesearsatt

Footnote:

1. David is here greatly blamed by some for recommandloab and
Shimei to be punished by Solomon, if he could fandroper occasion,
after he had borne with the first a long while, asekmed to have
pardoned the other entirely, which Solomon execammmbrdingly; yet |
cannot discern any fault either in David or Solomanthese cases.
Joab's murder of Abner and Amasa were very barlkaand could not
properly be forgiven either by David or Solomony f@ dispensing
power in kings for the crime of willful murder isanranted by no law of
God, nay, is directly against it every where; reoitj for certain, in the
power of men to grant such a prerogative to antheir kings; though
Joab was so nearly related to David, and so patetite army under a
warlike administration, that David durst not hinfgalit him to death, 2
Samuel 3:39; 19:7. Shimei's cursing the Lord's @ted, and this
without any just cause, was the highest act ofsoeraagainst God and
his anointed king, and justly deserved death; dwdigh David could
forgive treason against himself, yet had he donenonce in the case of
Shimei than promised him that he would not thentloa day of his
return and reinauguration, or upon that occasiomsélf put him to
death, 2 Samuel 19:22; and he swore to him nodurtrer. 23, as the
words are in Josephus, than that he would not phgrhim to death,
which he performed; nor was Solomon under any abbg to spare
such a traitor.
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