BOOK 9

FROM THE DEATH OF AHAB
TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE
TEN TRIBES

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
Jehoshaphat Constituted Judges

1. When Jehoshaphat the king was come to Jerusdiemm the
assistance he had afforded Ahab, the king of Ismakén he fought with
Benhadad, king of Syria, the prophet Jehu met lsind accused him for
assisting Ahab, a man both impious and wicked; gad to him, that God
was displeased with him for so doing, but that kévdred him from the
enemy, notwithstanding he had sinned, because sf dwn proper
disposition, which was good. Whereupon the kingoblet himself to
thanksgivings and sacrifices to God; after whichphesently went over all
that country which he ruled round about, and taulydtpeople, as well the
laws which God gave them by Moses, as that relgjwarship that was due
to him. He also constituted judges in every onéhefcities of his kingdom;
and charged them to have regard to nothing so nmuctilging the multitude
as to do justice, and not to be moved by bribes,byothe dignity of men
eminent for either their riches or their high bjrthut to distribute justice
equally to all, as knowing that God is consciousewéry secret action of
theirs. When he had himself instructed them thuod, gone over every city
of the two tribes, he returned to Jerusalem. Heetladso constituted judges
out of the priests and the Levites, and princigabkpns of the multitude, and
admonished them to pass all their sentences with @ad justice (1) And
that if any of the people of his country had diffieces of great consequence,
they should send them out of the other cities &sé¢hjudges, who would be
obliged to give righteous sentences concerning saakes; and this with the
greater care, because it is proper that the sezgembich are given in that
city wherein the temple of God is, and wherein kimegg dwells, be given
with great care and the utmost justice. Now heoser them Amariah the
priest, and Zebadiah, [both] of the tribe of Judaid after this manner it was
that the king ordered these affairs.
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2. About the same time the Moabites and Ammonitesdeman
expedition against Jehoshaphat, ,and took with tleengreat body of
Arabians, and pitched their camp at Engedi, attifit is situate at the lake
Asphaltiris, and distant three hundred furlongsriréerusalem. In that place
grows the best kind of palm trees, and the opobalsa (2) Now
Jehoshaphat heard that the enemies had passethevake, and had made
an irruption into that country which belonged ts kingdom; at which news
he was aftrighted, and called the people of Jeens&b a congregation in the
temple, and standing over against the temple jtbelfcalled upon God to
afford him power and strength, so as to inflictighment on those that made
this expedition against them (for that those whdtlhis his temple had
prayed, that he would protect that city, and takegeance on those that
were so bold as to come against it); for they amme to take from us that
land which thou hast given us for a possession.i\Wieehad prayed thus, he
fell into tears; and the whole multitude, togetiveith their wives and
children, made their supplications also: upon wh&hcertain prophet,
Jahaziel by name, came into the midst of the adserabd cried out, and
spake both to the multitude and to the king, thadl Geard their prayers, and
promised to fight against their enemies. He alseegarder that the king
should draw his forces out the next day, for tleashould find them between
Jerusalem and the ascent of Engedi, at a placedcBlie Eminence, and that
he should not fight against them, but only staiitj ahd see how God would
fight against them. When the prophet had said thash the king and the
multitude fell upon their faces, and gave thank&tal, and worshipped him;
and the Levites continued singing hymns to God whiir instruments of
music.

3. As soon as it was day, and the king was conwe timit wilderness
which is under the city of Tekoa, he said to thdtimde, "that they ought to
give credit to what the prophet had said, and aaet themselves in array
for fighting; but to set the priests with their tmpets, and the Levites with
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the singers of hymns, to give thanks to God, asnigaalready delivered our
country from our enemies." This opinion of the kiplgased [the people],
and they did what he advised them to do. So Goderh@a terror and a
commotion to arise among the Ammonites, who thowyt# another to be
enemies, and slew one another, insomuch that reotr@mn out of so great an
army escaped; and when Jehoshaphat looked upowraleg wherein their
enemies had been encamped, and saw it full of desad he rejoiced at so
surprising an event, as was this assistance of @bie he himself by his
own power, and without their labor, had given thitbmvictory. He also gave
his army leave to take the prey of the enemy's ¢amng to spoil their dead
bodies; and indeed so they did for three days hagetill they were weary,
so great was the number of the slain; and on thdaHhaday, all the people
were gathered together unto a certain hollow placealley, and blessed
God for his power and assistance, from which tlaeghad this name given
it, the Valley of [Berachah, or] Blessing.

4. And when the king had brought his army back ¢oudalem, he
betook himself to celebrate festivals, and offarifiaes, and this for many
days. And indeed, after this destruction of theemies, and when it came to
the ears of the foreign nations, they were all tyesftrighted, as supposing
that God would openly fight for him hereafter. Sehdshaphat from that
time lived in great glory and splendor, on accooinhhis righteousness and
his piety towards God. He was also in friendshighwAhab's son, who was
king of Israel; and he joined with him in the bumd of ships that were to
sail to Pontus, and the traffic cities of Thracg l§8t he failed of his gains,
for the ships were destroyed by being so great famdieldy]; on which
account he was no longer concerned about ship@ind.this is the history
of Jehoshaphat, the king of Jerusalem.

Footnotes:

1. These judges constituted by Jehoshaphat were a dindkerusalem
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Sanhedrim, out of the priests, the Levites, and ghacipal of the
people, both here and 2 Chronicles 19:8; much tliiee old Christian
judicatures of the bishop, the presbyters, the@eaand the people.

. Concerning this precious balsam, see the note an Bt VIII. ch. 6.
sect. 6.

. What are here Pontus and Thrace, as the placekerhiehoshaphat's
fleet sailed, are in our other copies Ophir andshish, and the place
whence it sailed is in them Eziongeber, which lay tbe Red Sea,
whence it was impossible for any ships to sail émtBs or Thrace; so
that Josephus's copy differed from our other comssis further plain
from his own words, which render what we read, thla¢ ships were
broken at Eziongeber, from their unwieldy greatrieBait so far we
may conclude, that Josephus thought one Ophir &pbbe where in the
Mediterranean, and not in the South Sea, thoughaperthere might be
another Ophir in that South Sea also, and thatsfleeght then sail both
from Phoenicia and from the Red Sea to fetch the gioOphir.



Chapter 2
Ahaziah, King of Israel

1. And now Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, reigned ogeael, and made his
abode in Samaria. He was a wicked man, and iregflacts like to both his
parents and to Jeroboam, who first of all transggesand began to deceive
the people. In the second year of his reign, theg kif Moab fell off from his
obedience, and left off paying those tributes whingh before paid to his
father Ahab. Now it happened that Ahaziah, as he @mning down from
the top of his house, fell down from it, and in Biskness sent to the Fly,
which was the god of Ekron, for that was this gadime, to inquire about
his recovery (1) but the God of the Hebrews appkareElijah the prophet,
and commanded him to go and meet the messengéraeéha sent, and to
ask them, whether the people of Israel had pot @ &dheir own, that the
king sent to a foreign god to inquire about hisokesy? and to bid them
return and tell the king that he would not escape tisease. And when
Elijah had performed what God had commanded hird, the messengers
had heard what he said, they returned to the kmgadiately; and when the
king wondered how they could return so soon, akédshem the reason of
it, they said that a certain man met them, andafdebthem to go on any
farther; but to return and tell thee, from the ccemih of the God of Israel,
that this disease will have a bad end. And wherkithg bid them describe
the man that said this to them, they replied tleatvas a hairy man, and was
girt about with a girdle of leather. So the kingdarstood by this that the
man who was described by the messengers was ENjagreupon he sent a
captain to him, with fifty soldiers, and commandédm to bring Elijah to
him; and when the captain that was sent foundlEsjtting upon the top of a
hill, he commanded him to come down, and to coméheoking, for so had
he enjoined; but that in case he refused, they dvaakry him by force.
Elijah said to him, "That you may have a trial wiezt| be a true prophet, |
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will pray that fire may fall from heaven, and destrooth the soldiers and
yourself." (2) So he prayed, and a whirlwind otfiell [from heaven], and
destroyed the captain, and those that were with Aimd when the king was
informed of the destruction of these men, he way angry, and sent
another captain with the like number of armed nieat tvere sent before.
And when this captain also threatened the prophat,unless he came down
of his own accord, he would take him and carry laway, upon his prayer
against him, the fire [from heaven] slew this capts well the other. And
when, upon inquiry, the king was informed of whappened to him, he sent
out a third captain. But when this captain, who wawise man, and of a
mild disposition, came to the place where Elijapgened to be, and spake
civilly to him; and said that he knew that it wagheut his own consent, and
only in submission to the king's command that heecdo him; and that
those that came before did not come willingly, batthe same account; - he
therefore desired him to have pity on those armed that were with him,
and that he would come down and follow him to thregkSo Elijah accepted
of his discreet words and courteous behavior, amecdown and followed
him. And when he came to the king, he prophesidurtoand told him that
God said, "Since thou hast despised him as nogl@od, and so unable to
foretell the truth about thy distemper, but hasitge the god of Ekron to
inquire of him what will be the end of this thy @imper, know this, that
thou shalt die."

2. Accordingly the king in a very little time dieds Elijah had foretold;
but Jehoram his brother succeeded him in the kimgdor he died without
children: but for this Jehoram, he was like hihéatAhab in wickedness,
and reigned twelve years, indulging himself in sdrts of wickedness and
impiety towards God, for, leaving off his worshipe worshipped foreign
gods; but in other respects he was an active maw. & this time it was that
Elijah disappeared from among men, and no one kradvigs death to this
very day; but he left behind him his disciple Eéistas we have formerly
declared. And indeed, as to Elijjah, and as to Enedio was before the
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deluge, it is written in the sacred books that tdesappeared, but so that
nobody knew that they died.

Footnotes:

1. This god of flies seems to have been so calledyvas the like god
among the Greeks, from his supposed power oves, finedriving them
away from the flesh of their sacrifices, which athise would have
been very troublesome to them.

2. It is commonly esteemed a very cruel action ofdaljjwhen he called
for fire from heaven, and consumed no fewer thao taptains and a
hundred soldiers, and this for no other crime tbbaying the orders of
their king, in attempting to seize him; and it wred by our Savior, that
it was an instance of greater severity than theitspi the New
Testament allows, Luke 9:54. But then we must aw@rsthat it is not
unlikely that these captains and soldiers belietd they were sent to
fetch the prophet, that he might be put to deatHdeetelling the death
of the king, and this while they knew him to be flvephet of the true
God, the supreme King of Israel, (for they werdl stnder the
theocracy,) which was no less than impiety, rebe)land treason, in the
highest degree: nor would the command of a sulpalter inferior
captain, contradicting the commands of the genevhEn the captain
and the soldiers both knew it to be so, as | supppstify or excuse
such gross rebellion and disobedience in soldiersthés day.
Accordingly, when Saul commanded his guards to slaynelech and
the priests at Nob, they knew it to be an unlawfuhmand, and would
not obey it, 1 Samuel 22:17. From which cases bfitbers and soldiers
may learn, that the commands of their leaders rmgkicannot justify or
excuse them in doing what is wicked in the sighGaoM, or in fighting
in an unjust cause, when they know it so to be.



Chapter 3

The Death of Jehoshaphat

1. When Joram had taken upon him the kingdom, kermiéned to make
an expedition against the king of Moab, whose narmags Mesha; for, as we
told you before, he was departed from his obedietwehis brother
[Ahaziah], while he paid to his father Ahab two Hwed thousand sheep,
with their fleeces of wool. When therefore he hadhgred his own army
together, he sent also to Jehoshaphat, and emwmtreate that since he had
from the beginning been a friend to his fatherwoeld assist him in the war
that he was entering into against the Moabites, dub departed from their
obedience, who not only himself promised to askist, but would also
oblige the king of Edom, who was under his autlyorib make the same
expedition also. When Joram had received theseraagss of assistance
from Jehoshaphat, he took his army with him, andecéo Jerusalem; and
when he had been sumptuously entertained by thee iderusalem, it was
resolved upon by them to take their march agahmst enemies through the
wilderness of Edom. And when they had taken a cesyud seven days'
journey, they were in distress for want of water tloe cattle, and for the
army, from the mistake of their roads by the guitiest conducted them,
insomuch that they were all in an agony, especiiham; and cried to God,
by reason of their sorrow, and [desired to knowhtwvickedness had been
committed by them that induced him to deliver thkaeys together, without
fighting, unto the king of Moab. But Jehoshaphdipwvas a righteous man,
encouraged him, and bade him send to the campkaod whether any
prophet of God was come along with them, that wghinby him learn from
God what we should do. And when one of the servahi®ram said that he
had seen there Elisha, the son of Shaphat, th@ldisaf Elijah, the three
kings went to him, at the entreaty of Jehoshapdrat; when they were come
at the prophet's tent, which tent was pitched éth@® camp, they asked him



what would become of the army? and Joram was péatlg very pressing
with him about it. And when he replied to him, theg should not trouble
him, but go to his father's and mother's propHetsthey [to be sure] were
true prophets, he still desired him to prophesy, ansave them. So he swore
by God that he would not answer him, unless it were account of
Jehoshaphat, who was a holy and righteous manwdues, at his desire,
they brought him a man that could play on the psgaltthe Divine Spirit
came upon him as the music played, and he commaheéed to dig many
trenches in the valley; for, said he, "though thappear neither cloud, nor
wind, nor storm of rain, ye shall see this rivelt &f water, till the army and
the cattle be saved for you by drinking of it. Nl this be all the favor that
you shall receive from God, but you shall also owgere your enemies, and
take the best and strongest cities of the Moabéed, you shall cut down
their fruit trees, (1) and lay waste their countimd stop up their fountains
and rivers."

2. When the prophet had said this, the next daprédhe sun-rising, a
great torrent ran strongly; for God had caused ratn very plentifully at the
distance of three days' journey into Edom, so thatarmy and the cattle
found water to drink in abundance. But when the Mies heard that the
three kings were coming upon them, and made thmarcach through the
wilderness, the king of Moab gathered his army tiogre presently, and
commanded them to pitch their camp upon the monsitahat when the
enemies should attempt to enter their country, theht not be concealed
from them. But when at the rising of the sun they ghe water in the
torrent, for it was not far from the land of Moamd that it was of the color
of blood, for at such a time the water especiallykks red, by the shining of
the sun upon it, they formed a false notion ofstate of their enemies, as if
they had slain one another for thirst; and thatriber ran with their blood.
However, supposing that this was the case, theyedketheir king would
send them out to spoil their enemies; whereupow éllevent in haste, as to
an advantage already gained, and came to the eneanyip, as supposing
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them destroyed already. But their hope deceivethitfer as their enemies
stood round about them, some of them were cutdogsi, and others of them
were dispersed, and fled to their own country. Aviten the kings fell into

the land of Moab, they overthrew the cities thateva it, and spoiled their

fields, and marred them, filling them with stoned of the brooks, and cut
down the best of their trees, and stopped up tloeintains of water, and

overthrew their walls to their foundations. But tkieg of Moab, when he

was pursued, endured a siege; and seeing his wmitganger of being

overthrown by force, made a sally, and went ouhw#&ven hundred men, in
order to break through the enemy's camp with hisdmen, on that side
where the watch seemed to be kept most negligestigl; when, upon trial,

he could not get away, for he lighted upon a pldt® was carefully

watched, he returned into the city, and did a thhmg showed despair and
the utmost distress; for he took his eldest sorp whs to reign after him,

and lifting him up upon the wall, that he might\asible to all the enemies,
he offered him as a whole burnt-offering to Godpwi) when the kings saw,
they commiserated the distress that was the oatadiat, and were so

affected, in way of humanity and pity, that theised the siege, and every
one returned to his own house. So Jehoshaphat tarderusalem, and
continued in peace there, and outlived this expedibut a little time, and

then died, having lived in all sixty years, andtioém reigned twenty-five.

He was buried in a magnificent manner in Jerusafenhie had imitated the

actions of David.

Footnote:

1. This practice of cutting down, or plucking up tne roots, the fruit
trees was forbidden, even in ordinary wars, by the of Moses,
Deuteronomy 20:19, 20, and only allowed by Godhis fparticular case,
when the Moabites were to be punished and cut rofan extraordinary
manner for their wickedness See Jeremiah 48:11ahd, many the like
prophecies against them. Nothing could therefos#ifjuthis practice but a
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particular commission from God by his prophet,rathe present case, which
was ever a sufficient warrant for breaking any srtitthal or ceremonial law
whatsoever.
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Chapter 4

The Wonders Done by the Prophet Elisha

1. Jehoshapat had a good number of children; bappeinted his eldest
son Jehoram to be his successor, who had the same with his mother's
brother, that was king of Israel, and the son cdAhNow when the king of
Israel was come out of the land of Moab to Sam&eahad with him Elisha
the prophet, whose acts | have a mind to go oveicpérly, for they were
illustrious, and worthy to be related, as we hdnant set down in the sacred
books.

2. For they say that the widow of Obadiah (1) Akatéward, came to
him, and said, that he was not ignorant how heb&od had preserved the
prophets that were to be slain by Jezebel, the @fifthab; for she said that
he hid a hundred of them, and had borrowed moneyhfEr maintenance,
and that, after her husband's death, she and hérechwere carried away to
be made slaves by the creditors; and she desirathoto have mercy upon
her on account of what her husband did, and atierdsome assistance. And
when he asked her what she had in the house, ghé'Nathing but a very
small quantity of oil in a cruse." So the prophet her go away, and borrow
a great many empty vessels of her neighbors, arehvghe had shut her
chamber door, to pour the oil into them all; foattlisod would fill them full.
And when the woman had done what she was commateded, and bade
her children bring every one of the vessels, ahdvate filled, and not one
left empty, she came to the prophet, and told izt they were all full; upon
which he advised her to go away, and sell theaoit] pay the creditors what
was owing them, for that there would be some sgrpiuthe price of the oil,
which she might make use of for the maintenancleeofchildren. And thus
did Elisha discharge the woman's debts, and fre&dw@ the vexation of her
creditors.

12



3. Elisha also sent a hasty message to Joramn{@e®horted him to
take care of that place, for that therein were s&ymans lying in ambush to
kill him. So the king did as the prophet exhort@ah,hand avoided his going
a hunting. And when Benhadad missed of the suafdss lying in ambush,
he was wroth with his own servants, as if they batlayed his ambushment
to Joram; and he sent for them, and said they ther®etrayers of his secret
counsels; and he threatened that he would put thateath, since such their
practice was evident, because he had intrusteds#uiet to none but them,
and yet it was made known to his enemy. And onewlaa present said that
he should not mistake himself, nor suspect thay tred discovered to his
enemy his sending men to kill him, but that he daughknow that it was
Elisha the prophet who discovered all to him, aid bpen all his counsels.
So he gave order that they should send some ta leawhat city Elisha
dwelt. Accordingly those that were sent broughtdvibtrat he was in Dothan;
wherefore Benhadad sent to that city a great amith, horses and chariots,
to take Elisha: so they encompassed the city ralmmit by night, and kept
him therein confined; but when the prophet's sdrvianthe morning
perceived this, and that his enemies sought to Edikba, he came running,
and crying out after a disordered manner to hina, thd him of it; but he
encouraged him, and bid him not be afraid, andespe the enemy, and
trust in the assistance of God, and was himselowit fear; and he besought
God to make manifest to his servant his power amdgnce, so far as was
possible, in order to the inspiring him with hopedacourage. Accordingly
God heard the prayer of the prophet, and madeetivaust see a multitude of
chariots and horses encompassing Elisha, till likdaide his fear, and his
courage revived at the sight of what he supposed w@me to their
assistance. After this Elisha did further entreatdGhat he would dim the
eyes of their enemies, and cast a mist before tidrareby they might not
discern him. When this was done, he went into tiestof his enemies, and
asked them who it was that they came to seek; drhvhey replied, "The
prophet Elisha," he promised he would deliver harthiem, if they would
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follow him to the city where he was. So these menenso darkened by God
in their sight and in their mind, that they follogv@im very diligently; and
when Elisha had brought them to Samaria, he ordéresin the king to shut
the gates, and to place his own army round abem;tland prayed to God to
clear the eyes of these their enemies, and takentbefrom before them.
Accordingly, when they were freed from the obsgutiitey had been in, they
saw themselves in the midst of their enemies; amdha Syrians were
strangely amazed and distressed, as was but rddsprd@ an action so
Divine and surprising, and as king Joram askedtbghet if he would give
him leave to shoot at them, Elisha forbade himosdd; and said, that "it is
just to kill those that are taken in battle, buattithese men had done the
country no harm, but, without knowing it, were cothéher by the Divine
Power:" - so that his counsel was to treat them hospitable manner at his
table, and then send them away without hurting th@nWherefore Joram
obeyed the prophet; and when he had feasted thanSyin a splendid and
magnificent manner, he let them go to Benhadad knay.

4. Now when these men were come back, and had sh8erhadad
how strange an accident had befallen them, and whaappearance and
power they had experienced of the God of Israelytiedered at it, as also at
that prophet with whom God was so evidently presemthe determined to
make no more secret attempts upon the king ofl|soa¢ of fear of Elisha,
but resolved to make open war with them, as supgdse could be too hard
for his enemies by the multitude of his army andvg@o So he made an
expedition with a great army against Joram, whd, thomking himself a
match for him, shut himself up in Samaria, and depéd on the strength of
its walls; but Benhadad supposed he should takecitlye if not by his
engines of war, yet that he should overcome theafitans by famine, and
the want of necessaries, and brought his army tipem, and besieged the
city; and the plenty of necessaries was broughdwaovith Joram, that from
the extremity of want an ass's head was sold inaBarfor fourscore pieces
of silver, and the Hebrews bought a sextary of 'dodeing, instead of salt,
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for five pieces of silver. Now Joram was in feastlsomebody should betray
the city to the enemy, by reason of the famine,\madt every day round the
walls and the guards to see whether any such wareealed among them;
and by being thus seen, and taking such care, pavdd them of the
opportunity of contriving any such thing; and iethhad a mind to do it, he,
by this means, prevented them: but upon a certamam's crying out,
"Have pity on me, my lord," while he thought thadeswvas about to ask for
somewhat to eat, he imprecated God's curse upanaher said he had
neither thrashing-floor nor wine-press, whence ghbhgive her any thing at
her petition. Upon which she said she did not @dsis aid in any such thing,
nor trouble him about food, but desired that he ialo her justice as to
another woman. And when be bade her say on, artdnieknow what she
desired, she said she had made an agreement wittlter woman who was
her neighbor and her friend, that because the fnand want was
intolerable, they should kill their children, eaehthem having a son of their
own, and we will live upon them ourselves for twayd, the one day upon
one son, and the other day upon the other; and]"sbee, | have killed my
son the first day, and we lived upon my son yesigrfiut this other woman
will not do the same thing, but hath broken heragrent, and hath hid her
son." This story mightily grieved Joram when herbe# so he rent his
garment, and cried out with a loud voice, and civackegreat wrath against
Elisha the prophet, and set himself eagerly to laneslain, because he did
not pray to God to provide them some exit and whgstape out of the
miseries with which they were surrounded; and saet away immediately
to cut off his head, who made haste to kill theppet. But Elisha was not
unacquainted with the wrath of the king against;hion as he sat in his
house by himself, with none but his disciples aldauot, he told them that
Joram, (4) who was the son of a murderer, had @eatto take away his
head; "but," said he, "when he that is commandetbtthis comes, take care
that you do not let him come in, but press the daainst him, and hold him
fast there, for the king himself will follow him,nd come to me, having
altered his mind." Accordingly, they did as theyrevdidden, when he that
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was sent by the king to kill Elisha came. But Jonapented of his wrath
against the prophet; and for fear he that was camdedh to kill him should
have done it before he came, he made haste torhmslslaughter, and to
save the prophet: and when he came to him, he eddum that he did not
pray to God for their deliverance from the misetiesy now lay under, but
saw them so sadly destroyed by them. Hereupon &lsbmised, that the
very next day, at the very same hour in which thwg lcame to him, they
should have great plenty of food, and that two sedlbarley should be sold
in the market for a shekel, and a seah of finerflglwould be sold for a
shekel. This prediction made Joram, and thosewbet present, very joyful,
for they did not scruple believing what the propkaid, on account of the
experience they had of the truth of his former mtezhs; and the
expectation of plenty made the want they were iat tday, with the
uneasiness that accompanied it, appear a lighg tleiihem: but the captain
of the third band, who was a friend of the kinggd @m whose hand the king
leaned, said, "Thou talkest of incredible things,pphet! for as it is
impossible for God to pour down torrents of barley,fine flour, out of
heaven, so is it impossible that what thou saylestilss come to pass." To
which the prophet made this reply," Thou shalttkese things come to pass,
but thou shalt not be in the least a partaker efth

5. Now what Elisha had thus foretold came to passhe manner
following: There was a law at Samaria (5) that éhtisat had the leprosy,
and whose bodies were not cleansed from it, shabide without the city:
and there were four men that on this account albediere the gates, while
nobody gave them any food, by reason of the extyeofithe famine; and as
they were prohibited from entering into the city bye law, and they
considered that if they were permitted to entezytbhould miserably perish
by the famine; as also, that if they staid wheeytivere, they should suffer
in the same manner, - they resolved to deliver Hedves up to the enemy,
that in case they should spare them, they showudd but if they should be
killed, that would be an easy death. So when thay ¢onfirmed this their
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resolution, they came by night to the enemy's caddgqw God had begun to
affright and disturb the Syrians, and to bring tloése of chariots and armor
to their ears, as though an army were coming upemf and had made them
suspect that it was coming nearer and nearer to theshort, they were in
such a dread of this army, that they left theirtderand ran together to
Benhadad, and said that Joram the king of Israéliged for auxiliaries
both the king of Egypt and the king of the Islaras] led them against them
for they heard the noise of them as they were cgmind Benhadad
believed what they said (for there came the samgeno his ears as well as
it did to theirs); so they fell into a mighty disler and tumult, and left their
horses and beasts in their camp, with immense gidiso, and betook
themselves to flight. And those lepers who had deddrom Samaria, and
were gone to the camp of the Syrians, of whom wdeamaention a little
before, when they were in the camp, saw nothingdoeat quietness and
silence: accordingly they entered into it, and weastily into one of their
tents; and when they saw nobody there, they eatdmadk, and carried
garments, and a great quantity of gold, and hiduit of the camp; after
which they went into another tent, and carriedvdffat was in it, as they did
at the former, and this did they for several timesthout the least
interruption from any body. So they gathered therélat the enemies were
departed; whereupon they reproached themselveshbgatdid not inform
Joram and the citizens of it. So they came to thlksvef Samaria, and called
aloud to the watchmen, and told them in what dtadeenemies were, as did
these tell the king's guards, by whose means Joamne to know of it; who
then sent for his friends, and the captains ofhloist, and said to them, that
he suspected that this departure of the king ofaSyas by way of ambush
and treachery, and that out of despair of ruining py famine, when you
imagine them to be fled away, you may come outhef dity to spoil their
camp, and he may then fall upon you on a suddem naay both kill you,
and take the city without fighting; whence it isth exhort you to guard the
city carefully, and by no means to go out of it,psoudly to despise your
enemies, as though they were really gone away." wnein a certain person
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said that he did very well and wisely to admit sackuspicion, but that he
still advised him to send a couple of horsemeretrch all the country as far
as Jordan, that "if they were seized by an ambfisheoenemy, they might
be a security to your army, that they may not go amiif they suspected
nothing, nor undergo the like misfortune; and,"dshe, "those horsemen
may be numbered among those that have died bywathmé, supposing they
be caught and destroyed by the enemy." So the iy pleased with this
opinion, and sent such as might search out thé,tmho performed their
journey over a road that was without any enemies, found it full of
provisions, and of weapons, that they had therefiorewn away, and left
behind them, in order to their being light and akpeus in their flight.
When the king heard this, he sent out the multitiocdeake the spoils of the
camp; which gains of theirs were not of thingsrmf# value, but they took a
great quantity of gold, and a great quantity ofesi] and flocks of all kinds
of cattle. They also possessed themselves of [sayjnten thousand
measures of wheat and barley, as they never iretis dreamed of; and
were not only freed from their former miseries, bat such plenty, that two
seahs of barley were bought for a shekel, and h sédine flour for a
shekel, according to the prophecy of Elisha. Naseah is equal to an Italian
modius and a half. The captain of the third band Wee only man that
received no benefit by this plenty; for as he wppamnted by the king to
oversee the gate, that Im might prevent the toatgrewd of the multitude,
and they might not endanger one another to pehghtreading on one
another in the press, he suffered himself in tleay way, and died in that
very manner, as Elisha had foretold such his dedten he alone of them all
disbelieved what he said concerning that plentypmivisions which they
should soon have.

6. Hereupon, when Benhadad, the king of Syria, kadaped to
Damascus, and understood that it was God himsatfcidest all his army into
this fear and disorder, and that it did not arreenfthe invasion of enemies,
he was mightily cast down at his having God so tiydar his enemy, and
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fell into a distemper. Now it happened that Elisha prophet, at that time,
was gone out of his own country to Damascus, ofcwhserthadad was
informed: he sent Hazael, the most faithful oflal servants, to meet him,
and to carry him presents, and bade him inquireirof about his distemper,
and whether he should escape the danger thaeatdmed. So Hazael came
to Elisha with forty camels, that carried the kastl most precious fruits that
the country of Damascus afforded, as well as thwdsieh the king's palace
supplied. He saluted him kindly, and said that lss went to him by king
Berthadad, and brought presents with him, in otdeénquire concerning his
distemper, whether he should recover from it or Mdtereupon the prophet
bid him tell the king no melancholy news; but di# said he would die. So
the king's servant was troubled to hear it; andHaliwept also, and his tears
ran down plenteously at his foresight of what mesethis people would
undergo after the death of Berthadad. And when élazsked him what was
the occasion of this confusion he was in, he shat he wept out of his
commiseration for the multitude of the Israelitasd what terrible miseries
they will suffer by thee; "for thou wilt slay thérengest of them, and wilt
burn their strongest cities, and wilt destroy thehildren, and dash them
against the stones, and wilt rip up their womenhwghild." And when
Hazael said, "How can it be that | should have pommough to do such
things ?" the prophet replied, that God had infatrhen that he should be
king of Syria. So when Hazael was come to Benhaladtold him good
news concerning his distemper (6) but on the naythee spread a wet cloth,
in the nature of a net, over him, and strangled, land took his dominion.
He was an active man, and had the good-will of $iyeans, and of the
people of Damascus, to a great degree; by whomBberthadad himself, and
Hazael, who ruled after him, are honored to thig ds gods, by reason of
their benefactions, and their building them temgdgswhich they adorned
the city of the Damascenes. They also every dawitlo great pomp pay
their worship to these kings, (7) and value theweselupon their antiquity;
nor do they know that these kings are much lat@n they imagine, and that
they are not yet eleven hundred years old. Now wlmam, the king of
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Israel, heard that Berthadad was dead, he recovmredf the terror and
dread he had been in on his account, and was \etg live in peace.

Footnotes:

1. That this woman who cried to Elisha, and who in Bilnle is styled "the
wife of one of the sons of the prophets," 2 Kings, 4vas no other than
the widow of Obadiah, the good steward of Ahalgdefirmed by the
Chaldee paraphrast, and by the Rabbins and otHerdss that unlikely
which Josephus here adds, that these debts weteacl by her
husband for the support of those "hundred of theel'sqorophets, whom
he maintained by fifty in a cave,” in the days diad and Jezebel, 1
Kings 18:4; which circumstance rendered it hightytthiat the prophet
Elisha should provide her a remedy, and enabletdh@edeem herself
and her sons from the fear of that slavery whidolvent debtors were
liable to by the law of Moses, Leviticus 25:39; hatw 18:25; which he
did accordingly, with God's help, at the expensa ofiracle.

2. Dr. Hudson, with very good reason, suspects tlaetls no small defect
in our present copies of Josephus, just beforeb#ginning of this
section, and that chiefly as to that distinct actovhich he had given us
reason to expect in the first section, and to wiierseems to refer, ch.
8. sect. 6. concerning the glorious miracles wlititibha wrought, which
indeed in our Bibles are not a few, 2 Kings 6-@t @f which we have
several omitted in Josephus's present copies. @rthose histories,
omitted at present, was evidently in his Bible,dan that of the curing
of Nanman's leprosy, 2 Kings 5.; for he plainlyudks to it, B. Ill. ch.
11. sect. 4, where he observes, that "there w@erdan many nations
who yet have been in honor, and not only free frmproach and
avoidance, but who have been great captains ofearnand been
intrusted with high offices in the commonwealth,dahave had the
privilege of entering into holy places and templd&ait what makes me
most regret the want of that history in our presmgies of Josephus is
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this, that we have here, as it is commonly undedstone of the greatest
difficulties in all the Bible, that in 2 Kings 5:189, where Naaman,
after he had been miraculously cured by a proph#teotrue God, and
had thereupon promised (ver. 17) that "he wouldccbfmth offer neither
burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, butaithe Lord," adds,
"In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, thatemhmy master goeth
into the house of Rimnu to worship there, and lamd¢h on my hands,
and | bow myself in the house of Rimmort; when whdown myself in
the house of Rimmort, the Lord pardon thy servanthis thing. And
Elisha said, Go in peace." This looks like a prdjshpermission for
being partaker in idolatry itself, out of compli@with an idolatrous
court.

. Upon occasion of this stratagem of Elisha, in Joaspwe may take
notice, that although Josephus was one of theagkekivers of truth in
the world, yet in a just war he seems to have lmadanner of scruple
upon him by all such stratagems possible to deqaiNdic enemies. See
this Josephus's account of Jeremiah's impositioth@mgreat men of the
Jews in somewhat like case, Antig. B. X. ch. 7t.9&c2 Samuel 16:16,
&cC.

. This son of a murderer was Joram, the son of Ainddich Ahab slew,
or permitted his wife Jezebel to slay, the Lordigpphets, and Naboth, 1
Kings 18:4; 21:19; and he is here called by thisn@al suppose,
because he had now also himself sent an officenucder him; yet is
Josephus's account of Joram's coming himself atdasepenting of his
intended cruelty, much more probable than thatunampies, 2 Kings
6:33, which rather implies the contrary.

. This law of the Jews, for the exclusion of lepeu$ of the camp in the
wilderness, and out of the cities in Judea, is ewkn one, Leviticus
13:46; Numbers 5:14.

. Since Elijah did not live to anoint Hazael king ®yria himself, as he
was empowered to do, 1 Kings 19:15, it was mogbgioty now done, in
his name, by his servant and successor Elisha.dhes it seem to me
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otherwise but that Benhadad immediately recovelfedi® disease, as
the prophet foretold; and that Hazael, upon hiadpanointed to succeed
him though he ought to have staid till he died iy tourse of nature, or
some other way of Divine punishment, as did Dawidrhany years in
the like case, was too impatient, and the very mxt smothered or
strangled him, in order to come directly to thecassion.

. What Mr. Le Clerc pretends here, that it is morebable that Hazael
and his son were worshipped by the Syrians andlpedamascus till
the days of Josephus, than Benhadad and Hazaehussecunder
Benhadad they had greatly suffered, and becauseliost incredible
that both a king and that king's murderer shouldvbeshipped by the
same Syrians, is of little force against those m€o0out of which
Josephus drew this history, especially when iikisly that they thought
Benhadad died of the distemper he labored under,nah by Hazael's
treachery. Besides, the reason that Josephus fgivdss adoration, that
these two kings had been great benefactors to rhabitants of
Damascus, and had built them temples, is too refnote the political
suspicions of Le Clerc; nor ought such weak susp&io be deemed of
any force against authentic testimonies of antyquit
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Chapter 5

The Defeat and Death of Jehoram

1. Now Jehoram the king of Jerusalem, for we hae sefore that he
had the same name with the king of Israel, as smime had taken the
government upon him, betook himself to the slaugbtehis brethren, and
his father's friends, who were governors under hamg thence made a
beginning and a demonstration of his wickedness;was he at all better
than those kings of Israel who at first transgrésagainst the laws of their
country, and of the Hebrews, and against God's mprsAnd it was
Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, whom he had mayndtb taught him to be
a bad man in other respects, and also to worshgigio gods. Now God
would not quite root out this family, because dof ffromise he had made to
David. However, Jehoram did not leave off the idtrction of new sorts of
customs to the propagation of impiety, and to tha of the customs of his
own country. And when the Edomites about that tivaé revolted from him,
and slain their former king, who was in subjectiorhis father, and had set
up one of their own choosing, Jehoram fell uponlémel of Edom, with the
horsemen that were about him, and the chariotsniblgt, and destroyed
those that lay near to his own kingdom, but did pobceed further.
However, this expedition did him no service, foeyhall revolted from him,
with those that dwelt in the country of Libnah. ttas indeed so mad as to
compel the people to go up to the high places @tlountains, and worship
foreign gods.

2. As he was doing this, and had entirely casbhis country laws out
of his mind, there was brought him an epistle frehjah the prophet (1)
which declared that God would execute great juddsmapon him, because
he had not imitated his own fathers, but had fodldwhe wicked courses of
the kings of Israel; and had compelled the tribduwafah, and the citizens of
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Jerusalem, to leave the holy worship of their ovadGand to worship idols,
as Ahab had compelled the Israelites to do, andusec he had slain his
brethren, and the men that were good and rightetg.the prophet gave
him notice in this epistle what punishment he stouhdergo for these
crimes, namely, the destruction of his people, with corruption of the
king's own wives and children; and that he shouasklf die of a distemper
in his bowels, with long torments, those his bowfling out by the
violence of the inward rottenness of the partspnmsch that, though he see
his own misery, he shall not be able at all to Hefpself, but shall die in that
manner. This it was which Elijah denounced to mnthiat epistle.

3. It was not long after this that an army of th@sabians that lived
near to Ethiopia, and of the Philistines, fell ugbe kingdom of Jehoram,
and spoiled the country and the king's house. M@edhey slew his sons
and his wives: one only of his sons was left hirnpwescaped the enemy; his
name was Ahaziah; after which calamity, he himsellf into that disease
which was foretold by the prophet, and lasted aatgsehile, (for God
inflicted this punishment upon him in his bellytai his wrath against him,)
and so he died miserably, and saw his own bowélsd& The people also
abused his dead body; | suppose it was becausetlibaght that such his
death came upon him by the wrath of God, and thkrtetore he was not
worthy to partake of such a funeral as became kiAdgsordingly, they
neither buried him in the sepulchers of his fathams vouchsafed him any
honors, but buried him like a private man, and thinen he had lived forty
years, and reigned eight. And the people of Jezusatelivered the
government to his son Ahaziah.

Footnote:

1. This epistle, in some copies of Josephus, is sambine to Jotare from
Elijah, with this addition," for he was yet uponribg’ which could not
be true of Elijah, who, as all agree, was gone ftbenearth about four
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years before, and could only be true of Elisha; penhaps is there any
more mystery here, than that the name of Elijahveag anciently crept

into the text instead of Elisha, by the copiergréhbeing nothing in any
copy of that epistle peculiar to Elijah.
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Chapter 6

Jehu Was Anointed King

1. Now Joram, the king of Israel, after the dedtBenhadad, hoped that
he might now take Ramoth, a city of Gilead, frora tyrians. Accordingly
he made an expedition against it, with a great abuy as he was besieging
it, an arrow was shot at him by one of the Syridnd, the wound was not
mortal. So he returned to have his wound heale@meel, but left his whole
army in Ramorb, and Jehu, the son of Nimshi, feirtgeneral; for he had
already taken the city by force; and he proposé&ey e was healed,: to
make war with the Syrians; but Elisha the propleet ®ne of his disciples to
Ramoth, and gave him holy oil to anoint Jehu, anteli him that God had
chosen him to be their king. He also sent him yoaher things to him, and
bid him to take his journey as if he fled, that whee came away he might
escape the knowledge of all men. So when he wag torthe city, he found
Jehu sitting in the midst of the captains of theygras Elisha had foretold he
should find him. So he came up to him, and saitliibadesired to speak with
him about certain matters; and when he was ar@ed,had followed him
into an inward chamber, the young man took theaml poured it on his
head, and said that God ordained him to be kingrder to his destroying
the house of Ahab, and that he might revenge thedobf the prophets that
were unjustly slain by Jezebel, that so their hamsght utterly perish, as
those of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and of Badsdth perished for their
wickedness, and no seed might remain of Ahab'slyar8b when he had
said this, he went away hastily out of the chamaed endeavored not to be
seen by any of the army.

2. But Jehu came out, and went to the place whetsefore sat with the

captains; and when they asked him, and desireddit@ll them, wherefore
it was that this young man came to him, and addédaithat he was mad,
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he replied, - "You guess right, for the words haksgpwere the words of a
madman;" and when they were eager about the matidrdesired he would
tell them, he answered, that God had said he haskechhim to be king over
the multitude. When he had said this, every onneidn put off his garment,

(1) and strewed it under him, and blew with trumsp@ind gave notice that
Jehu was king. So when he had gotten the armyhegédte was preparing to
set out immediately against Joram, at the cityekdzin which city, as we

said before, he was healing of the wound which dwk feceived in the siege
of Ramoth. It happened also that Ahaziah, kingeofigalem, was now come
to Joram, for he was his sister's son, as we haideasready, to see how he
did after his wound, and this upon account of thkewdred; but as Jehu was
desirous to fall upon Joram, and those with himtre sudden, he desired
that none of the soldiers might run away and tellJoram what had

happened, for that this would be an evident dematish of their kindness

to him, and would show that their real inclinatiamsre to make him king.

3. So they were pleased with what he did, and guhtte roads, lest
somebody should privately tell the thing to thosat twere at Jezreel. Now
Jehu took his choice horsemen, and sat upon hisothand went on for
Jezreel; and when he was come near, the watchmamwloram had set
there to spy out such as came to the city, saw da&mehing on, and told
Joram that he saw a troop of horsemen marchingUpan which he
immediately gave orders, that one of his horserhenld be sent out to meet
them, and to know who it was that was coming. Semwtne horseman came
up to Jehu, he asked him in what condition the awayg, for that the king
wanted to know it; but Jehu bid him not at all teddle with such matters,
but to follow him. When the watchman saw this, bl tJoram that the
horseman had mingled himself among the company,canie along with
them. And when the king had sent a second messedgien commanded
him to do as the former did; and as soon as thehman told this also to
Joram, he at last got upon his chariot himselfetogr with Ahaziah, the
king of Jerusalem; for, as we said before, he Wwasetto see how Joram did,
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after he had been wounded, as being his relatiomheéSwent out to meet
Jehu, who marched slowly, (2) and in good orded, &when Joram met him
in the field of Naboth, he asked him if all thingere well in the camp; but
Jehu reproached him bitterly, and ventured to luallmother a witch and a
harlot. Upon this the king, fearing what he intethdand suspecting he had
no good meaning, turned his chariot about as ssdmeacould, and said to
Ahaziah, "We are fought against by deceit and treac" But Jehu drew his
bow, and smote him, the arrow going through higthea Joram fell down
immediately on his knee, and gave up the ghosu %0 gave orders to
Bidkar, the captain of the third part of his army,cast the dead body of
Joram into the field of Naboth, putting him in minéithe prophecy which
Elijah prophesied to Ahab his father, when he Haoh §Naboth, that both he
and his family should perish in that place; forttaa they sat behind Ahab's
chariot, they heard the prophet say so, and thaiag now come to pass
according to his prophecy. Upon the fall of Jor@naziah was afraid of his
own life, and turned his chariot into another raaufposing he should not be
seen by Jehu; but he followed after him, and owd&rtbim at a certain
acclivity, and drew his bow, and wounded him; sddfiehis chariot, and got
upon his horse, and fled from Jehu to Megiddo; #nodigh he was under
cure, in a little time he died of that wound, anaisvearried to Jerusalem, and
buried there, after he had reigned one year, addphaved a wicked man,
and worse than his father.

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel edidrerself and
stood upon a tower, and said, he was a fine setlhahhad killed his master!
And when he looked up to her, he asked who she avabcommanded her
to come down to him. At last he ordered the euntchisrow her down from
the tower; and being thrown down, she be-sprinkiedwall with her blood,
and was trodden upon by the horses, and so diedn\Wtis was done, Jehu
came to the palace with his friends, and took soefieeshment after his
journey, both with other things, and by eating aaindédle also bid his
servants to take up Jezebel and bury her, becdtise nobility of her blood,
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for she was descended from kings; but those the¢ aepointed to bury her
found nothing else remaining but the extreme paitser body, for all the
rest were eaten by dogs. When Jehu heard thisjmeed the prophecy of
Elijah, for he foretold that she should perishhistmanner at Jezreel.

5. Now Ahab had seventy sons brought up in Sam&@agalehu sent two
epistles, the one to them that brought up the amidthe other to the rulers
of Samaria, which said, that they should set upntiost valiant of Ahab's
sons for king, for that they had abundance of dtsrand horses, and armor,
and a great army, and fenced cities, and that ljostg they might avenge
the murder of Ahab. This he wrote to try the init@m$ of those of Samaria.
Now when the rulers, and those that had broughthepchildren, had read
the letter, they were afraid; and considering thay were not at all able to
oppose him, who had already subdued two very daeas, they returned
him this answer. That they owned him for their lomhd would do
whatsoever he bade them. So he wrote back to themasreply as enjoined
them to obey what he gave order for, and to cuthifheads of Ahab's sons,
and send them to him. Accordingly the rulers senttlose that brought up
the sons of Ahab, and commanded them to slay theieyt off their heads,
and send them to Jehu. So they did whatsoever werg commanded,
without omitting any thing at all, and put themiapwvicker baskets, and sent
them to Jezreel. And when Jehu, as he was at suptiehis friends, was
informed that the heads of Ahab's' sons were bripugh ordered them to
make two heaps of them, one before each of thes,gatel in the morning he
went out to take a view of them, and when he samthe began to say to
the people that were present, that he did himsakeran expedition against
his master [Joram], and slew him, but that it washe that slew all these;
and he desired them to take notice, that as to '‘AHfammily, all things had
come to pass according to God's prophecy, and disenwas perished,
according as Elijah had foretold. And when he hather destroyed all the
kindred of Ahab that were found in Jezreel, he wenfamaria; and as he
was upon the road, he met the relations of Ahakiaf of Jerusalem, and
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asked them whither they were going? they repliedt{ they came to salute
Joram, and their own king Ahaziah, for they knewthat he had slain them
both. So Jehu gave orders that they should catgefrand kill them, being
in number forty-two persons.

6. After these, there met him a good and a riglgenan, whose name
was Jehonadab, and who had been his friend ofHddsaluted Jehu, and
began to commend him, because he had done evexy dlscording to the
will of God, in extirpating the house of Ahab. Sehd desired him to come
up into his chariot, and make his entry with hioisamaria; and told him
that he would not spare one wicked man, but wouldigh the false
prophets, and false priests, and those that deteihe multitude, and
persuaded them to leave the worship of God Almiglatyd to worship
foreign gods; and that it was a most excellent madt pleasing sight to a
good and a righteous man to see the wicked punishedlehonadab was
persuaded by these arguments, and came up intts Bt@uiot, and came to
Samaria. And Jehu sought out for all Ahab's kindeewd slew them. And
being desirous that none of the false prophetsthmpriests of Ahab's god,
might escape punishment, he caught them deceithyllyhis wile; for he
gathered all the people together, and said thawi@d worship twice as
many gods as Ahab worshipped, and desired thapriests, and prophets,
and servants might be present, because he woudd offstly and great
sacrifices to Ahab's god; and that if any of hiegis were wanting, they
should be punished with death. Now Ahab's god vedledt Baal; and when
he had appointed a day on which he would offer éhemcrifices, he sent
messengers through all the country of the Isragltteat they might bring the
priests of Baal to him. So Jehu commanded to divthe priests vestments;
and when they had received them, he went into thusdn [of Baal], with his
friend Jehonadab, and gave orders to make searetharhthere were not
any foreigner or stranger among them, for he wdudde no one of a
different religion to mix among their sacred ofcénd when they said that
there was no stranger there, and they were begjrthigir sacrifices, he set
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fourscore men without, they being such of his ssklas he knew to be most
faithful to him, and bid them slay the prophets] aow vindicate the laws of
their country, which had been a long time in disest. He also threatened,
that if any one of them escaped, their own livesuthgo for them. So they
slew them all with the sword, and burnt the housBaal, and by that means
purged Samaria of foreign customs [idolatrous wipisiNow this Baal was
the god of the Tyrians; and Ahab, in order to dyatis father-in-law,
Ethbaal, who was the king of Tyre and Sidon, bailtemple for him in
Samaria, and appointed him prophets, and worshippadwith all sorts of
worship, although, when this god was demolishedyuJpermitted the
Israelites to worship the golden heifers. Howebeicause he had done thus,
and taken care to punish the wicked, God foretglchis prophet that his
.sons should reign over Israel for four generatidwsl in this condition was
Jehu at this time.

Footnotes:

1. Spanheim here notes, that this putting off menfmgats, and strewing
them under a king, was an Eastern custom, whicthatk elsewhere
explained.

2. Our copies say that this "driving of the chariotaswike the driving of
Jehu the son of Nimshi; for he driveth furiouslg,Kings 9:20; whereas
Josephus's copy, as he understood it, was this,aihahe contrary, Jehu
marched slowly, and in good order. Nor can it beiet, that since there
was interval enough for king Joram to send out lwsemen, one after
another, to Jehu, and at length to go out with hgziah to meet him,
and all this after he was come within sight of wwegchman, and before
he was come to Jezreel, the probability is greatty the side of
Josephus's copy or interpretation.
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Chapter 7

Jehoiada, the High Priest, Slew Athaliah

1. Now when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, hedrthe death of her
brother Joram, and of her son Ahaziah, and of thalrfamily, she
endeavored that none of the house of David migHethalive, but that the
whole family might be exterminated, that no kingghti arise out of it
afterward; and, as she thought, she had actualig dpbut one of Ahaziah's
sons was preserved, who escaped death after theemtmiowing: Ahaziah
had a sister by the same father, whose name washidba, and she was
married to the high priest Jehoiada. She went th&o king's palace, and
found Jehoash, for that was the little child's nawi® was not above a year
old, among those that were slain, but concealeld hig nurse; so she took
him with her into a secret bed-chamber, and shuatup there, and she and
her husband Jehoiada brought him up privately a tdmple six years,
during which time Athaliah reigned over Jerusalemd the two tribes.

2. Now, on the Seventh year, Jehoiada communictitedmatter to
certain of the captains of hundreds, five in numbad persuaded them to be
assisting to what attempts he was making agairsali&h, and to join with
him in asserting the kingdom to the child. He aisceived such oaths from
them as are proper to secure those that assisarmmoteer from the fear of
discovery; and he was then of good hope that theyld depose Athaliah.
Now those men whom Jehoiada the priest had takéwe tus partners went
into all the country, and gathered together thegtsiand the Levites, and the
heads of the tribes out of it, and came and brotlggrh to Jerusalem to the
high priest. So he demanded the security of an aathem, to keep private
whatsoever he should discover to them, which regluboth their silence and
their assistance. So when they had taken the aathhad thereby made it
safe for him to speak, he produced the child tleah&d brought up of the
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family of David, and said to them, "This is youngi of that house which
you know God hath foretold should reign over you & time to come. |
exhort you therefore that one-third part of yourgulaim in the temple, and
that a fourth part keep watch at all the gateseftemple, and that the next
part of you keep guard at the gate which opendeaus to the king's palace,
and let the rest of the multitude be unarmed intémeple, and let no armed
person go into the temple, but the priest only."atl gave them this order
besides, "That a part of the priests and the Lesteuld be about the king
himself, and be a guard to him, with their drawrosig, and to kill that man
immediately, whoever he be, that should be so asltb enter armed into the
temple; and bid them be afraid of nobody, but parse in guarding the
king." So these men obeyed what the high priesisadvthem to, and
declared the reality of their resolution by theastians. Jehoiada also opened
that armory which David had made in the temple, disdributed to the
captains of hundreds, as also to the priests andese all the spears and
qguivers, and what kind of weapons soever it coeirand set them armed
in a circle round about the temple, so as to taushanother's hands, and by
that means excluding those from entering that ouglttto enter. So they
brought the child into the midst of them, and paitham the royal crown, and
Jehoiada anointed him with the oil, and made hingkiand the multitude
rejoiced, and made a noise, and cried, "God sav&itig!"

3. When Athaliah unexpectedly heard the tumult eredacclamations,
she was greatly disturbed in her mind, and suddesslyed out of the royal
palace with her own army; and when she was contigettemple, the. priests
received her; but as for those that stood rounditatbe temple, as they were
ordered by the high priest to do, they hinderedattmeed inert that followed
her from going in. But when Athaliah saw the chsldnding upon a pillar,
with the royal crown upon his head, she rent hethels, and cried out
vehemently, and commanded [her guards] to kill that had laid snares for
her, and endeavored to deprive her of the goverhniBert Jehoiada called
for the captains of hundreds, and commanded thelbming Athaliah to the
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valley of Cedron, and slay her there, for he wontt have the temple
defiled with the punishments of this pernicious vammand he gave order,
that if any one came near to help her, he shouldl&de also; wherefore
those that had the charge of her slaughter toak dioher, and led her to the
gate of the king's mules, arid slew her there.

4. Now as soon as what concerned Athaliah was isysthatagem, after
this manner, despatched, Jehoiada called togdibgpdople and the armed
men into the temple, and made them take an oath thiey would be
obedient to the king, and take care of his safaty of the safety of his
government; after which he obliged the king to gieeurity [upon oath] that
he would worship God, and not transgress the ldwWwdases. They then ran
to the house of Baal, which Athaliah and her hudhdhoram had built, to
the dishonor of the God of their fathers, and te Honor of Ahab, and
demolished it, and slew Mattan, that had his phiestl. But Jehoiada
intrusted the care and custody of the temple to phests and Levites,
according to the appointment of king David, andemgd them to bring their
regular burnt-offerings twice a day, and to offezanse according to the law.
He also ordained some of the Levites, with thegysrtto be a guard to the
temple, that no one that was defiled might comeethe

5. And when Jehoiada had set these things in dnéeryith the captains
of hundreds, and the rulers, and all the peoplek tékehoash out of the
temple into the king's palace; and when he hadhsatupon the king's
throne, the people shouted for joy, and betook Hedwves to feasting, and
kept a festival for many days; but the city waseguipon the death of
Athaliah. Now Jehoash was seven years old whewdlethe kingdom. His
mother's name was Zibiah, of the city Beershebad Al the time that
Jehoiada lived Jehoash was careful that the lawsldhe kept, and very
zealous in the worship of God; and when he wasgef, de married two
wives, who were given to him by the high priestdyom were born to him
both sons and daughters. And thus much shall suffic have related

34



concerning king Jehoash, how he escaped the tngachAthaliah, and how
he received the kingdom.
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Chapter 8

Jehoash Commands Zechariah to Be Stoned

1. Now Hazael, king of Syria, fought against theddites and their king
Jehu, and spoiled the eastern parts of the cowdypnd Jordan, which
belonged to the Reubenites and Gadites, and tdftlidribe of] Manassites;
as also Gilead and Bashan, burning, and spoilimgj oéfering violence to all
that he laid his hands on, and this without impesaft from Jehu, who
made no haste to defend the country when it wasrnuidgs distress; nay, he
was become a contemner of religion, and a despiskoliness, and of the
laws, and died when he had reigned over the Iseaefiventy-seven years.
He was buried in Samaria, and left Jehoahaz hishs®rsuccessor in the
government.

2. Now Jehoash, king of Jerusalem, had an inctinato repair the
temple of God; so he called Jehoiada, and bid hend ghe Levites and
priests through all the country, to require halfreekel of silver for every
head, towards the rebuilding and repairing of #ragle, which was brought
to decay by Jehoram, and Athaliah and her sonsti&uhigh priest did not
do this, as concluding that no one would willinglgy that money; but in the
twenty-third year of Jehoash's reign, when the ksegt for him and the
Levites, and complained that they had not obeyedtwle enjoined them,
and still commanded them to take care of the rdimglthe temple, he used
this stratagem for collecting the money, with whittte multitude was
pleased. He made a wooden chest, and closed iastpoh all sides, but
opened one hole in it; he then set it in the terpplsde the altar, and desired
every one to cast into it, through the hole, whaipleased, for the repair of
the temple. This contrivance was acceptable topdwple, and they strove
one with another, and brought in jointly large qutaas of silver and gold,;
and when the scribe and the priest that were dneetreasuries had emptied
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the chest, and counted the money in the king'spoes they then set it in its
former place, and thus did they every day. But wthenmultitude appeared
to have cast in as much as was wanted, the higistplehoiada, and king
Joash, sent to hire masons and carpenters, and/tiafdge pieces of timber,
and of the most curious sort; and when they hadireg the temple, they
made use of the remaining gold and silver, whicls wat a little, for bowls,
and basons, and cups, and other vessels, and @m@yow to make the altar
every day fat with sacrifices of great value. Amede things were taken
suitable care of as long as Jehoiada lived.

3. But as soon as he was dead (which was when tdived one
hundred and thirty years, having been a righteauns, in every respect a
very good man, and was buried in the king's seutcht Jerusalem, because
he had recovered the kingdom to the family of Dakidg Jehoash betrayed
his [want of] care about God. The principal men tbé people were
corrupted also together with him, and offended ragfaiheir duty, and what
their constitution determined to be most for thggod. Hereupon God was
displeased with the change that was made on tlg &md on the rest of the
people, and sent prophets to testify to them wiair tactions were, and to
bring them to leave off their wickedness; but tineyl gotten such a strong
affection and so violent an inclination to it, thregither could the examples
of those that had offered affronts to the laws, &ad been so severely
punished, they and their entire families, nor cotlid fear of what the
prophets now foretold, bring them to repentancel, @mn them back from
their course of transgression to their former didyt the king commanded
that Zechariah, the son of the high priest Jehgisldauld be stoned to death
in the temple, and forgot the kindnesses he hagived from his father; for
when God had appointed him to prophesy, he stoothenmidst of the
multitude, and gave this counsel to them and tokihg: That they should
act righteously; and foretold to them, that if theguld not hearken to his
admonitions, they should suffer a heavy punishmBuat.as Zechariah was
ready to die, he appealed to God as a witness at Wa suffered for the
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good counsel he had given them, and how he periafiteda most severe
and violent manner for the good deeds his fathdrdwame to Jehoash.

4. However, it was not long before the king suffepeinishment for his
transgression; for when Hazael, king of Syria, madeirruption into his
country, and when he had overthrown Gath, and egpadill, he made an
expedition against Jerusalem; upon which Jehoashafraid, and emptied
all the treasures of God and of the kings [befare]hand took down the
gifts that had been dedicated [in the temple], amdt them to the king of
Syria, and procured so much by them, that he wasbasieged, nor his
kingdom quite endangered; but Hazael was inducethéygreatness of the
sum of money not to bring his army against Jerusajet Jehoash fell into a
severe distemper, and was set upon by his friandstder to revenge the
death of Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada. Thesestades for the king, and
slew him. He was indeed buried in Jerusalem, butmthe royal sepulchers
of his forefathers, because of his impiety. He diferty-seven years, and
Amaziah his son succeeded him in the kingdom.

5. In the one and twentieth year of the reign dfodsh, Jehoahaz, the
son of Jehu, took the government of the IsraeliteSamaria, and held it
seventeen years. He did not [properly] imitatefaiser, but was guilty of as
wicked practices as hose that first had God inexopt: but the king of Syria
brought him low, and by an expedition against hicthsb greatly reduce his
forces, that there remained no more of so grearay than ten thousand
armed men, and fifty horsemen. He also took awayfnim his great cities,
and many of them also, and destroyed his army. thede were the things
that the people of Israel suffered, according ®ghophecy of Elisha, when
he foretold that Hazael should kill his master, agidn over the Syrians and
Damcenes. But when Jehoahaz was under such unbieimé&eries, he had
recourse to prayer and supplication to God, anduxgs him to deliver him
out of the hands of Hazael, and not overlook hind give him up into his
hands. Accordingly God accepted of his repentanseead of virtue; and
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being desirous rather to admonish those that migpent, and not to
determine that they should be utterly destroyedgraated him deliverance
from war and dangers. So the country having obthpeace, returned again
to its former condition, and flourished as before.

6. Now after the death of Jehoahaz, his son Jamshthe kingdom, in
the thirty-seventh year of Jehoash, the king ofttibe of Judah. This Joash
then took the kingdom of Israel in Samaria, foriagel the same name with
the king of Jerusalem, and he retained the kingdisteen years. He was a
good man, (1) and in his disposition was not alildl his father. Now at this
time it was that when Elisha the prophet, who wesady very old, and was
now fallen into a disease, the king of Israel cdameisit him; and when he
found him very near death, he began to weep isigl#t, and lament, to call
him his father, and his weapons, because it wasidbyneans that he never
made use of his weapons against his enemies, duh¢éhovercame his own
adversaries by his prophecies, without fightingd athat he was now
departing this life, and leaving him to the Syriatsat were already armed,
and to other enemies of his that were under traagp; so he said it was not
safe for him to live any longer, but that it woudd well for him to hasten to
his end, and depart out of this life with him. Ag king was thus bemoaning
himself, Elisha comforted him, and bid the king denbow that was brought
him; and when the king had fitted the bow for siaptElisha took hold of
his hands and bid him shoot; and when he had &ine¢ tarrows, and then
left off, Elisha said, "If thou hadst shot moreoavs, thou hadst cut the
kingdom of Syria up by the roots; but since thosthHaeen satisfied with
shooting three times only, thou shalt fight andtlblea Syrians no more times
than three, that thou mayst recover that countrichvthey cut off from thy
kingdom in the reign of thy father." So when thadihad heard that, he
departed; and a little while after the prophet didd was a man celebrated
for righteousness, and in eminent favor with Gode Bso performed
wonderful and surprising works by prophecy, andhsas were gloriously
preserved in memory by the Hebrews. He also oldaimemagnificent
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funeral, such a one indeed as it was fit a persohetoved of God should
have. It also happened, that at that time certalnbers cast a man whom
they had slain into Elisha's grave, and upon h&ddsody coming close to
Elisha's body, it revived again. And thus far have enlarged about the
actions of Elisha the prophet, both such as hewdide he was alive, and
how he had a Divine power after his death also.

7. Now, upon the death of Hazael, the king of Sythat kingdom came
to Adad his son, with whom Joash, king of Israehdms war; and when he
had beaten him in three battles, he took from Hinthat country, and all
those cities and villages, which his father Hazhatl taken from the
kingdom of Israel, which came to pass, howeverpatng to the prophecy
of Elisha. But when Joash happened to die, he wasdin Samaria, and
the government devolved on his son Jeroboam.

Footnote:

1. This character of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz,'ttkalvas a good man,
and in his disposition not at all like to his fatfieseems a direct
contradiction to our ordinary copies, which sayK{ags 13:11) that "he
did evil in the sight of the Lord; and that he depad not from all the
sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Ispasih: he walked
therein." Which copies are here the truest it isdhpositively to
determine. If Josephus's be true, this Joash isitigde instance of a
good king over the ten tribes; if the other be tmue have not one such
example. The account that follows, in all copidsklsha the prophet's
concern for him, and his concern for Elisha, gse#divors Josephus's
copies, and supposes this king to have been thggmod man, and no
idolater, with whom God's prophets used not todé&miliar. Upon the
whole, since it appears, even by Josephus's owsuatchat Amaziah,
the good king of Judah, while he was a good kings viorbidden to
make use of the hundred thousand auxiliaries héhlvad of this Joash,
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the king of Israel, as if he and they were theratirs, 2 Chronicles
25:6-9, it is most likely that these different chaters of Joash suited the
different parts of his reign, and that, accordim@tir common copies, he
was at first a wicked king, and afterwards wasaieaéd, and became a
good one, according to Josephus.
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Chapter 9

Amaziah Was Slain

1. Now, in the second year of the reign of Joaskr dsrael, Amaziah
reigned over the tribe of Judah in Jerusalem. H@her's name was
Jehoaddan, who was born at Jerusalem. He was éngesateful of doing
what was right, and this when he was very youngwhen he came to the
management of affairs, and to the government, $ived that he ought first
of all to avenge his father Je-hoash, and to putiiske his friends that had
laid violent hands upon him: so he seized upon tl#mand put them to
death; yet did he execute no severity on theirdehn, but acted therein
according to the laws of Moses, who did not thinjust to punish children
for the sins of their fathers. After this he chds® an army out of the tribe
of Judah and Benjamin, of such as were in the fiaaf¢heir age, and about
twenty years old; and when he had collected aliwatthundred thousand of
them together, he set captains of hundreds oven.tliie also sent to the
king of Israel, and hired a hundred thousand ofdoisliers for a hundred
talents of silver, for he had resolved to make a&pedition against the
nations of the Amatekites, and Edomites, and Gesalibut as he was
preparing for his expedition, and ready to go outhie war, a prophet gave
him counsel to dismiss the army of the Israelitesgause they were bad
men, and because God foretold that he should beref he made use of
them as auxiliaries; but that he should overcorseshemies, though he had
but a few soldiers, when it so pleased God. Andnithe king grudged at his
having already paid the hire of the Israelites, ghgphet exhorted him to do
what God would have him, because he should theobltgin much wealth
from God. So he dismissed them, and said thatih&etly gave them their
pay, and went himself with his own army, and made with the nations
before mentioned; and when he had beaten themtile,blae slew of them
ten thousand, and took as many prisoners alive,nwhe brought to the
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great rock which is in Arabia, and threw them ddinom it headlong. He
also brought away a great deal of prey and vakesidrom those nations.
But while Amaziah was engaged in this expeditibiose Israelites whom he
had hired, and then dismissed, were very uneasy, @nd taking their
dismission for an affront, (as supposing that thsild not have been done
to them but out of contempt,) they fell upon hisgdom, and proceeded to
spoil the country as far as Beth-horon, and tookhmeattle, and slew three
thousand men.

2. Now upon the victory which Amaziah had gottemc ahe great acts
he had done, he was puffed up, and began to oke@aal, who had given
him the victory, and proceeded to worship the guelfad brought out of the
country of the Amalekites. So a prophet came to, amd said, that he
wondered how he could esteem these to be gods, hadobeen of no
advantage to their own people who paid them homanshad delivered them
from his hands, but had overlooked the destruatfomany of them, and had
suffered themselves to be carried captive, for thay had been carried to
Jerusalem in the same manner as any one might takeea some of the
enemy alive, and led them thither. This reproofvpk®d the king to anger,
and he commanded the prophet to hold his peacethaedtened to punish
him if he meddled with his conduct. So he replibat he should indeed hold
his peace; but foretold withal, that God would owérlook his attempts for
innovation. But Amaziah was not able to contain geih under that
prosperity which God had given him, although he radffonted God
thereupon; but in a vein of insolence he wrotedash, the king of Israel,
and commanded that he and all his people shoutibbdient to him, as they
had formerly been obedient to his progenitors, Band Solomon; and he
let him know, that if he would not be so wise agsltowhat he commanded
him, he must fight for his dominion. To which megsaloash returned this
answer in writing: "King Joash to king Amaziah. Téavas a vastly tall
cypress tree in Mount Lebanon, as also a thishes thistle sent to the
cypress tree to give the cypress tree's daughtenamiage to the thistle's
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son; but as the thistle was saying this, there camid beast, and trod down
the thistle: and this may be a lesson to theetmdte so ambitious, and to
have a care, lest upon thy good success in thé digainst the Amalekites
thou growest so proud, as to bring dangers uposethyand upon thy
kingdom."

3. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was magerupon this
expedition, which, | suppose, was by the impulsé&od, that he might be
punished for his offense against him. But as sa®me led out his army
against Joash, and they were going to join batile m, there came such a
fear and consternation upon the army of AmaziahGas, when he is
displeased, sends upon men, and discomfited thean, lsefore they came to
a close fight. Now it happened, that as they weadtared about by the terror
that was upon them, Amaziah was left alone, andtalen prisoner by the
enemy; whereupon Joash threatened to kill him,ssntee would persuade
the people of Jerusalem to open their gates to &and,receive him and his
army into the city. Accordingly Amaziah was so issed, and in such fear
of his life, that he made his enemy to be receinéalthe city. So Joash over
threw a part of the wall, of the length of four kwed cubits, and drove his
chariot through the breach into Jerusalem, andAledziah captive along
with him; by which means he became master of JEosaand took away
the treasures of God, and carried off all the goid silver that was in the
king's palace, and then freed the king from cafgtivand returned to
Samaria. Now these things happened to the peopléefsalem in the
fourteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, who attes had a conspiracy
made against him by his friends, and fled to th lcachish, and was there
slain by the conspirators, who sent men thithekiltdhim. So they took up
his dead body, and carried it to Jerusalem, anceraaayal funeral for him.
This was the end of the life of Amaziah, becausehisf innovations in
religion, and his contempt of God, when he haddiWifty-four years, and
had reigned twenty-nine. He was succeeded by his wbhose name was
Uzziah.
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Chapter 10

Jonah the Prophet

1. In the fifteenth year of the reign of Amazialkyaboam the son of
Joash reigned over Israel in Samaria forty yealss King was guilty of
contumely against God, (1) and became very wickedlarshipping of idols,
and in many undertakings that were absurd anddoredie was also the
cause of ten thousand misfortunes to the peoplsraél. Now one Jonah, a
prophet, foretold to him that he should make wathwhe Syrians, and
conquer their army, and enlarge the bounds of imgdom on the northern
parts to the city Hamath, and on the southern éddke Asphaltitis; for the
bounds of the Canaanites originally were theseloatua their general had
determined them. So Jeroboam made an expeditiansaghe Syrians, and
overran all their country, as Jonah had foretold.

2. Now | cannot but think it necessary for me, wiave promised to
give an accurate account of our affairs, to desctine actions of this
prophet, so far as | have found them written dowrthe Hebrew books.
Jonah had been commanded by God to go to the kimgdd\ineveh; and
when he was there, to publish it in that city, hbshould lose the dominion
it had over the nations. But he went not, out afr;fenay, he ran away from
God to the city of Joppa, and finding a ship the@eewent into it, and sailed
to Tarsus, in Cilicia (2) and upon the rise of astrterrible storm, which was
so great that the ship was in danger of sinking,mfariners, the master, and
the pilot himself, made prayers and vows, in casy escaped the sea: but
Jonah lay still and covered [in the ship,] with@uttating any thing that the
others did; but as the waves grew greater, andgd@¢hebecame more violent
by the winds, they suspected, as is usual in sashs; that some one of the
persons that sailed with them was the occasiomisfstorm, and agreed to
discover by lot which of them it was. When they ltagt lots, (3) the lot fell
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upon the prophet; and when they asked him whenosahee, and what he
had done? he replied, that he was a Hebrew by matind a prophet of

Almighty God; and he persuaded them to cast himtin sea, if they would

escape the danger they were in, for that he wa®dthasion of the storm

which was upon them. Now at the first they durdtdmso, as esteeming it a
wicked thing to cast a man who was a stranger,vama had committed his

life to them, into such manifest perdition; butladt, when their misfortune

overbore them, and the ship was just going to losvded, and when they
were animated to do it by the prophet himself, agdhe fear concerning

their own safety, they cast him into the sea; updmch the sea became
calm. It is also reported that Jonah was swallodean by a whale, and that
when he had been there three days, and as mang,nnghwas vomited out
upon the Euxine Sea, and this alive, and withoythant upon his body; and
there, on his prayer to God, he obtained pardomifsins, and went to the
city Nineveh, where he stood so as to be heardpaga@ched, that in a very
little time they should lose the dominion of Asfénd when he had published
this, he returned. Now | have given this accourduathim as | found it

written [in our books.]

3. When Jeroboam the king had passed his life @éatgnappiness, and
had ruled forty years, he died, and was buried am&ia, and his son
Zachariah took the kingdom. After the same manménzziah, the son of
Amaziah, begin to reign over the two tribes in 3afem, in the fourteenth
year of the reign of Jeroboam. He was born of d&tohis mother, who was
a citizen of Jerusalem. He was a good man, andabyra righteous and
magnanimous, and very laborious in taking care hid affairs of his
kingdom. He made an expedition also against thésBhes, and overcame
them in battle, and took the cities of Gath anché&ab and brake down their
walls; after which expedition he assaulted thosa@abArthat adjoined to
Egypt. He also built a city upon the Red Sea, amdapgarrison into it. He,
after this, overthrew the Ammonites, and appointeat they should pay
tribute. He also overcame all the countries asa$athe bounds of Egypt, and
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then began to take care of Jerusalem itself forrédse of his life; for he
rebuilt and repaired all those parts of the walloihhad either fallen down
by length of time, or by the carelessness of tmgki his predecessors, as
well as all that part which had been thrown dowrth®yking of Israel, when
he took his father Amaziah prisoner, and enteretth Wim into the city.
Moreover, he built a great many towers, of one headnd fifty cubits high,
and built walled towns in desert places, and puatigEns into them, and dug
many channels for conveyance of water. He had raky beasts for labor,
and an immense number of cattle; for his countrg fitafor pasturage. He
was also given to husbandry, and took care tovaiéi the ground, and
planted it with all sorts of plants, and sowed ittmall sorts of seeds. He had
also about him an army composed of chosen menynmber three hundred
and seventy thousand, who were governed by geoffreérs and captains
of thousands, who were men of valor, and of uncerghle strength, in
number two thousand. He also divided his whole aimtyy bands, and armed
them, giving every one a sword, with brazen buckberd breastplates, with
bows and slings; and besides these, he made for teny engines of war
for besieging of cities, such as cast stones amt$,daith grapplers, and
other instruments of that sort.

4. While Uzziah was in this state, and making prafpan [for futurity],
he was corrupted in his mind by pride, and becamseleént, and this on
account of that abundance which he had of thingsuhil soon perish, and
despised that power which is of eternal duratiohi¢lv consisted in piety
towards God, and in the observation of the laws)he fell by occasion of
the good success of his affairs, and was carriedlbag into those sins of
his father, which the splendor of that prosperigyemjoyed, and the glorious
actions he had done, led him into, while he wasalid¢ to govern himself
well about them. Accordingly, when a remarkable degs come, and a
general festival was to be celebrated, he put erhtily garment, and went
into the temple to offer incense to God upon thielgo altar, which he was
prohibited to do by Azariah the high priest, whal Haurscore priests with
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him, and who told him that it was not lawful fomiito offer sacrifice, and
that "none besides the posterity of Aaron were peechso to do." And
when they cried out that he must go out of the temand not transgress
against God, he was wroth at them, and threatemé&dl them, unless they
would hold their peace. In the mean time a greathgaake shook the
ground (4) and a rent was made in the temple, lamdbtight rays of the sun
shone through it, and fell upon the king's facspmuch that the leprosy
seized upon him immediately. And before the cityaalace called Eroge,
half the mountain broke off from the rest on thestyand rolled itself four
furlongs, and stood still at the east mountain,thié roads, as well as the
king's gardens, were spoiled by the obstructionwNas soon as the priests
saw that the king's face was infected with thedeypy they told him of the
calamity he was under, and commanded that he sigouddit of the city as a
polluted person. Hereupon he was so confoundedeasdd distemper, and
sensible that he was not at liberty to contradikgt he did as he was
commanded, and underwent this miserable and terpbhishment for an
intention beyond what befitted a man to have, awdtat impiety against
God which was implied therein. So he abode outefdity for some time,
and lived a private life, while his son Jotham tabk government; after
which he died with grief and anxiety at what haggened to him, when he
had lived sixty-eight years, and reigned of theftyfiwo; and was buried by
himself in his own gardens.

Footnotes:

1. What | have above noted concerning Jehoash, seems to have been
true also concerning his son Jeroboam Il., vizt #ithough he began
wickedly, as Josephus agrees with our other copied, as he adds,
"was the cause of a vast number of misfortunebdddraelites" in those
his first years, (the particulars of which are ymbily wanting both in
Josephus and in all our copies,) so does it seemeahat he was
afterwards reclaimed, and became a good king, anglas encouraged
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by the prophet Jonah, and had great successesafterwhen "God had
saved the Israelites by the hand of Jeroboam,dhetJoash," 2 Kings
14:27; which encouragement by Jonah, and greaesses, are equally
observable in Josephus, and in the other copies.

. When Jonah is said in our Bibles to have gone tshish, Jonah 1:3,
Josephus understood it that he went to Tarsus licie&Cior to the
Mediterranean Sea, upon which Tarsus lay; so thakoes not appear to
have read the text, 1 Kings 22:48, as our copiesthlat ships of
Tarshish could lie at Ezion-geber, upon the Red. 3&a# as to
Josephus's assertion, that Jonah's fish was cdnyi¢ide strength of the
current, upon a nean, it is by no means an impiebddétermination in
Josephus.

. This ancient piece of religion, of supposing thes@s great sin where
there was great misery, and of casting lots toossc great sinners, not
only among the Israelites, but among these heathemers, seems a
remarkable remains of the ancient tradition whiogvpiled of old over
all mankind, that | Providence used to interposgbly in all human
affairs, and storm, as far as the Euxine Sea,nbigvay impossible; and
since the storm might have driven the ship, whileah was in it never
to bring, or at least not long to continue, notasiqudge, near to that
Euxine Sea, and since in three more days, whilgdyutotorious sins,
which the most ancient Book of he was in the fisigly, that current
might bring him to the Job shows to have been the ©f mankind for
about the Assyrian coast, and since withal thastceauld bring him
former three thousand years of the world, till tas of Job nearer to
Nineveh than could any coast of the Mediterraniach lMoses.

. This account of an earthquake at Jerusalem atdhesame time when
Uzziah usurped the priest's office, and went im® $anctuary to burn
incense, and of the consequences of the earthqgisakatirely wanting
in our other copies, though it be exceeding likeatgrophecy of
Jeremiah, now in Zechariah 14:4, 5; in which prayhmention is made
of "fleeing from that earthquake, as they fled frims earthquake in the
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days of Uzziah king of Judah;" so that there setmsave been some
considerable resemblance between these historicdl @rophetical
earthquakes.
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Chapter 11

Nahum Prophesied Against the Assyrians

1. Now when Zachariah, the son of Jeroboam, hagheel six months
over Israel, he was slain by the treachery of gagerdriend of his, whose
name was Shallum, the son of Jabesh, who tookitlgel&am afterward, but
kept it no longer than thirty days; for Menaheng general of his army, who
was at that time in the city Tirzah, and heard bathad befallen Zachariah,
removed thereupon with all his forces to Samamal pining battle with
Shallum, slew him; and when he had made himsetj,kne went thence, and
came to the city Tiphsah; but the citizens thatenarit shut their gates, and
barred them against the king, and would not adimnit fbut in order to be
avenged on them, he burnt the country round alipand took the city by
force, upon a siege; and being very much displeas&eat the inhabitants
of Tiphsah had done, he slew them all, and spasedanmuch as the infants,
without omitting the utmost instances of crueltyddvarbarity; for he used
such severity upon his own countrymen, as wouldb®pardonable with
regard to strangers who had been conquered byAndhafter this manner it
was that this Menahem continued to reign with ¢yuahd barbarity for ten
years. But when Pul, king of Assyria, had made »xgredition against him,
he did not think meet to fight or engage in battiéh the Assyrians, but he
persuaded him to accept of a thousand talentdwefr sand to go away, and
so put an end to the war. This sum the multitudlecied for Menahem, by
exacting fifty drachme as poll-money for every he@dd after which he died,
and was buried in Samaria, and left his son Pekahia successor in the
kingdom, who followed the barbarity of his fath@nd so ruled but two
years only, after which he was slain with his fdenat a feast, by the
treachery of one Pekah, the general of his horse,tlae son of Remaliah,
who laid snares for him. Now this Pekah held theegoment twenty years,
and proved a wicked man and a transgressor. Btitigeof Assyria, whose
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name was Tiglath-Pileser, when he had made an #&xpedgainst the

Israelites, and had overrun all the land of Gileadd the region beyond
Jordan, and the adjoining country, which is callilee, and Kadesh, and
Hazor, he made the inhabitants prisoners, andplam®d them into his own
kingdom. And so much shall suffice to have reldtede concerning the king
of Assyria.

2. Now Jotham the son of Uzziah reigned over thee tof Judah in
Jerusalem, being a citizen thereof by his mothéigse name was Jerusha.
This king was not defective in any virtue, but waligious towards God,
and righteous towards men, and careful of the gifdte city (for what part
soever wanted to be repaired or adorned he magnific repaired and
adorned them). He also took care of the foundatafne cloisters in the
temple, and repaired the walls that were fallen moand built very great
towers, and such as were almost impregnable; aadyifthing else in his
kingdom had been neglected, he took great card. da also made an
expedition against the Ammonites, and overcame tinepattle, and ordered
them to pay tribute, a hundred talents, and teas&od cori of wheat, and as
many of barley, every year, and so augmented higdam, that his enemies
could not despise it, and his own people lived igpp

3. Now there was at that time a prophet, whose naageNahum, who
spake after this manner concerning the overthrowhefAssyrians and of
Nineveh: "Nineveh shall be a pool of water in mnoti) so shall all her
people be troubled, and tossed, and go away byt fiighile they say one to
another, Stand, stand still, seize their gold ahakrs for there shall be no
one to wish them well, for they will rather saveithlives than their money;
for a terrible contention shall possess them oné¢h vanother, and
lamentation, and loosing of the members, and tbeimtenances shall be
perfectly black with fear. And there will be therdef the lions, and the
mother of the young lions! God says to thee, Nihevkat they shall deface
thee, and the lion shall no longer go out from ttzegive laws to the world."
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And indeed this prophet prophesied many other thihgsides these
concerning Nineveh, which | do not think necessaryepeat, and | here
omit them, that | may not appear troublesome tareagers; all which thing
happened about Nineveh a hundred and fifteen yadsvard: so this may
suffice to have spoken of these matters.

Footnotes:

1. Dr. Wall, in his critical notes on 2 Kings 15:20hserves, "that when
this Menahem is said to have exacted the moneysrakl of all the
mighty men of wealth, of each man fifty shekelssi¥er, to give Pul,
the king of Assyria, a thousand talents, this s finst public money
raised by any [Israelite] king by tax on the peophat they used before
to raise it out of the treasures of the house efltbrd, or of their own
house; that it was a poll-money on the rich mend[éhem only,] to
raise 0e353,000, or, as others count a talent, @2MQat the rate of oe6
or e7 per head; and that God commanded, by Ezekieli5:8; 46:18,
that no such thing should be done [at the Jewsragn], but the king
should have land of his own."

2. This passage is taken out of the prophet Nahum2:@13, and is the
principal, or rather the only, one that is givenalimost verbatim, but a
little abridged, in all Josephus's known writin@g: which quotation we
learn what he himself always asserts, viz. thatnfegle use of the
Hebrew original and not of the Greek version]; B® ave learn, that his
Hebrew copy considerably differed from ours. Sek thtee texts
particularly set down and compared together in Essay on the Old
Testament, page 187.
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Chapter 12

The Death of Jotham

1. Now Jotham died when he had lived forty-one yeand of them
reigned sixteen, and was buried in the sepulchérthe kings; and the
kingdom came to his son Ahaz, who proved most ingpimwards God, and
a transgressor of the laws of his country. He itedahe kings of Israel, and
reared altars in Jerusalem, and offered sacrifiggen them to idols; to
which also he offered his own son as a burnt-offgriaccording to the
practices of the Canaanites. His other actions vaése of the same sort.
Now as he was going on in this mad course, Rehm, king of Syria and
Damascus, and Pekah, the king of Israel, who weve at amity one with
another, made war with him; and when they had drivien into Jerusalem,
they besieged that city a long while, making batall progress, on account
of the strength of its walls; and when the kingSgfria had taken the city
Elath, upon the Red Sea, and had slain the inhdbjthe peopled it with
Syrians; and when he had slain those in the [otemsons, and the Jews in
their neighborhood, and had driven away much pheyreturned with his
army back to Damascus. Now when the king of Jeensainew that the
Syrians were returned home, he, supposing himseiaih for the king of
Israel, drew out his army against him, and joinimaftle with him was
beaten; and this happened because God was andnhim{ on account of
his many and great enormities. Accordingly thereenstain by the Israelites
one hundred and twenty thousand of his men that déypse general,
Amaziah by name, slew Zechariah the king's somisnconflict with Ahaz,
as well as the governor of the kingdom, whose nam® Azricam. He also
carried Elkanah, the general of the troops of tilbe tof Judah, into captivity.
They also carried the women and children of tHeetof Benjamin captives;
and when they had gotten a great deal of prey, tteyned to Samaria.
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2. Now there was one Obed, who was a prophet atitha in Samaria
;he met the army before the city walls, and witlowad voice told them that
they had gotten the victory not by their own stt@ndput by reason of the
anger God had against king Ahaz. And he complathetl they were not
satisfied with the good success they had had agaims but were so bold as
to make captives out of their kinsmen the tribesuwdah and Benjamin. He
also gave them counsel to let them go home witdoirtg them any harm,
for that if they did not obey God herein, they ddolbe punished. So the
people of Israel came together to their assembiig, @nsidered of these
matters, when a man whose name was Berechiah, hodvas one of chief
reputation in the government, stood up, and therstlwith him, and said,
"We will not suffer the citizens to bring thesegmmers into the city, lest we
be all destroyed by God; we have sins enough ofooun that we have
committed against him, as the prophets assurearspught we therefore to
introduce the practice of new crimes." When thaliso$ heard that, they
permitted them to do what they thought best. Sddhenamed men took the
captives, and let them go, and took care of themd,gave them provisions,
and sent them to their own country, without doingmh any harm. However,
these four went along with them, and conducted tlasnfar as Jericho,
which is not far from Jerusalem, and returned tm&eaa.

3. Hereupon king Ahaz, having been so thoroughlgtde by the
Israelites, sent to Tiglath-Pileser, king of theswsans, and sued for
assistance from him in his war against the Ise®litand Syrians, and
Damascenes, with a promise to send him much mdmeysent him also
great presents at the same time. Now this kingnupe reception of those
ambassadors, came to assist Ahaz, and made warthgp@&yrians, and laid
their country waste, and took Damascus by forcd,skw Rezin their king,
and transplanted the people of Damascus into theetJdedia, and brought
a colony of Assyrians, and planted them in Damasieasalso afflicted the
land of Israel, and took many captives out of ithi¥/ he was doing thus
with the Syrians, king Ahaz took all the gold tmats in the king's treasures,
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and the silver, and what was in the temple of Gaal what precious gifts
were there, and he carried them with him, and cani@amascus, and gave
it to the king of Assyria, according to his agreaemé&o he confessed that he
owed him thanks for all he had done for him, andirmeed to Jerusalem.
Now this king was so sottish and thoughtless oftwhes for his own good,
that he would not leave off worshipping the Sympmds when he was beaten
by them, but he went on in worshipping them, asiginothey would procure
him the victory; and when he was beaten again,dgaib to honor the gods
of the Assyrians; and he seemed more desirousrtorlany other gods than
his own paternal and true God, whose anger wasatse of his defeat; nay,
he proceeded to such a degree of despite and cpnhfefrGod's worship],
that he shut up the temple entirely, and forbademtito bring in the
appointed sacrifices, and took away the gifts tiet been given to it. And
when he had offered these indignities to God, led,dnaving lived thirty-six
years, and of them reigned sixteen; and he leftsbis Hezekiah for his
successor.

56



Chapter 13

Hezekiah Reignhed Instead of Ahaz

1. About the same time Pekah, the king of Israiell ¢by the treachery
of a friend of his, whose name was Hoshea, whanedathe kingdom nine
years' time, but was a wicked man, and a despigbedivine worship; and
Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, made an expediéigainst him, and
overcame him, (which must have been because hadtgdod favorable nor
assistant to him,) and brought him to submission, @dered him to pay an
appointed tribute. Now, in the fourth year of tleggn of Hoshea, Hezekiah,
the son of Ahaz, began to reign in Jerusalem; asdrnother's name was
Abijah, a citizen of Jerusalem. His nature was gaaad righteous, and
religious; for when he came to the kingdom, he ¢fiuhat nothing was
prior, or more necessary, or more advantageousirtseif, and to his
subjects, than to worship God. Accordingly, he exhithe people together,
and the priests, and the Levites, and made a sgedblem, and said, "You
are not ignorant how, by the sins of my father, wiamsgressed that sacred
honor which was due to God, you have had experiengaany and great
miseries, while you were corrupted in your mindhayn, and were induced
to worship those which he supposed to be godshoémxou, therefore, who
have learned by sad experience how dangerous@ithpiety is, to put that
immediately out of your memory, and to purify yoeles from your former
pollutions, and to open the temple to these priasts Levites who are here
convened, and to cleanse it with the accustomenfisas, and to recover all
to the ancient honor which our fathers paid tdat; by this means we may
render God favorable, and he will remit the angehath had to us."

2. When the king had said this, the priests opéhedemple; and when

they had set in order the vessels of God, andaedisthat was impure, they
laid the accustomed sacrifices upon the altar. King also sent to the
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country that was under him, and called the peapléetusalem to celebrate
the feast of unleavened bread, for it had beenrrmtied a long time, on
account of the wickedness of the forementioned Kirtde also sent to the
Israelites, and exhorted them to leave off theaspnt way of living, and
return to their ancient practices, and to worshgd (for that he gave them
leave to come to Jerusalem, and to celebratenadhe body, the feast of
unleavened bread; and this he said was by waywvithtion only, and to be
done of their own good-will, and for their own adte@ge, and not out of
obedience to him, because it would make them happy.the Israelites,
upon the coming of the ambassadors, and uponl#yaéng before them what
they had in charge from their own king, were so filomm complying
therewith, that they laughed the ambassadors tamsead mocked them as
fools: as also they affronted the prophets, whi@vegthem the same
exhortations, and foretold what they would suffehey did not return to the
worship of God, insomuch that at length they caugktm, and slew them;
nor did this degree of transgressing suffice thieat,they had more wicked
contrivances than what have been described: notheig leave off, before
God, as a punishment for their impiety, broughtrinender their enemies:
but of that more hereafter. However, many thereewef the tribe of
Manasseh, and of Zebulon, and of Issachar, who weeelient to what the
prophets exhorted them to do, and returned to thesivip of God. Now all
these came running to Jerusalem, to Hezekiahthlegtmight worship God
[there].

3. When these men were come, king Hezekiah wemitophe temple,
with the rulers and all the people, and offeredhionself seven bulls, and as
many rams, with seven lambs, and as many kidseoftats. The king also
himself, and the rulers, laid their hands on thadseof the sacrifices, and
permitted the priests to complete the sacred dffad@out them. So they both
slew the sacrifices, and burnt the burnt-offeringhjle the Levites stood
round about them, with their musical instrumentsj aang hymns to God,
and played on their psalteries, as they were ia&duby David to do, and
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this while the rest of the priests returned theimuwsd sounded the trumpets
which they had in their hands; and when this wasedahe king and the
multitude threw themselves down upon their facel worshipped God. He
also sacrificed seventy bulls, one hundred ramd,ta0 hundred lambs. He
also granted the multitude sacrifices to feast ymmn hundred oxen, and
three thousand other cattle; and the priests paddrall things according to
the law. Now the king was so pleased herewith, tteatfeasted with the
people, and returned thanks to God; but as the ¢éamleavened bread was
now come, when they had offered that sacrifice Wwisccalled the passover,
they after that offered other sacrifices for sedays. When the king had
bestowed on the multitude, besides what they datttof themselves, two
thousand bulls, and seven thousand other cat#esdime thing was done by
the rulers; for they gave them a thousand bullg, arthousand and forty
other cattle. Nor had this festival been so welbeled from the days of
king Solomon, as it was now first observed with ajresplendor and
magnificence; and when the festival was ended, thewnt out into the
country and purged it, and cleansed the city ofradl pollution of the idols.
The king also gave order that the daily sacrifiseeuld be offered, at his
own charges, and according to the law; and appbithiat the tithes and the
first-fruits should be given by the multitude tcetpriests and Levites, that
they might constantly attend upon Divine serviced aever be taken off
from the worship of God. Accordingly, the multituéeought together all
sorts of their fruits to the priests and the Lesit€he king also made garners
and receptacles for these fruits, and distributeznt to every one of the
priests and Levites, and to their children and &j\and thus did they return
to their old form of Divine worship. Now when theng had settled these
matters after the manner already described, he maae upon the
Philistines, and beat them, and possessed himtalll the enemy's cities,
from Gaza to Gath; but the king of Assyria senhitm, and threatened to
overturn all his dominions, unless he would pay Hima tribute which his
father paid him formerly; but king Hezekiah was ramincerned at his
threatenings, but depended on his piety towards, @od upon Isaiah the
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prophet, by whom he inquired and accurately knewfudlire events. And
thus much shall suffice for the present concertimgking Hezekiah.
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Chapter 14

The Ten Tribes Transplanted Into Media

1. When Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, haddi lbam, that [Hoshea]
the king of Israel had sent privately to So, thegkof Egypt, desiring his
assistance against him, he was very angry, and madxpedition against
Samaria, in the seventh year of the reign of Hgshaawhen he was not
admitted [into the city] by the king, (1) he be®ddSamaria three years, and
took it by force in the ninth year of the reigntébshea, and in the seventh
year of Hezekiah, king of Jerusalem, and quite dishmed the government
of the Israelites, and transplanted all the peoyte Media and Persia among
whom he took king Hoshea alive; and when he hadveshthese people out
of this their land he transplanted other nations @fuCuthah, a place so
called, (for there is [still] a river of that nanm Persia,) into Samaria, and
into the country of the Israelites. So the tenesilof the Israelites were
removed out of Judea nine hundred and forty-sevearsy after their
forefathers were come out of the land of Egypt, possessed themselves of
the country, but eight hundred years after Jostagbldeen their leader, and,
as | have already observed, two hundred and farysy seven months, and
seven days after they had revolted from Rehoboaengtandson of David,
and had given the kingdom to Jeroboam. And suanalasion overtook the
Israelites, when they had transgressed the lavdswanld not hearken to the
prophets, who foretold that this calamity would emwmmpon them, if they
would not leave off their evil doings. What gavethito these evil doings,
was that sedition which they raised against Rehwhahe grandson of
David, when they set up Jeroboam his servant tthbe king, when, by
sinning against God, and bringing them to imitai® lad example, made
God to be their enemy, while Jeroboam underwentghaishment which he
justly deserved.
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2. And now the king of Assyria invaded all SyriadaRhoenicia in a
hostile manner. The name of this king is also setrdin the archives of
Tyre, for he made an expedition against Tyre inri#ign of Eluleus; and
Menander attests to it, who, when he wrote his @blagy, and translated
the archives of Tyre into the Greek language, gusethe following history:
"One whose name was Eluleus reigned thirty-six gjetlmis king, upon the
revolt of the Citteans, sailed to them, and reduteelm again to a
submission. Against these did the king of Assygadsan army, and in a
hostile manner overrun all Phoenicia, but soon maekece with them all,
and returned back; but Sidon, and Ace, and Palsetyvolted; and many
other cities there were which delivered themselye$o the king of Assyria.
Accordingly, when the Tyrians would not submit ionhthe king returned,
and fell upon them again, while the Phoenicians hadished him with
threescore ships, and eight hundred men to row;thech when the Tyrians
had come upon them in twelve ships, and the eneshys were dispersed,
they took five hundred men prisoners, and the edpmrt of all the citizens of
Tyre was thereby increased; but the king of Assyetarned, and placed
guards at their rivers and aqueducts, who shoulddnithe Tyrians from
drawing water. This continued for five years; amitl the Tyrians bore the
siege, and drank of the water they had out of taksviney dug." And this is
what is written in the Tyrian archives concerningafhaneser, the king of
Assyria.

3. But now the Cutheans, who removed into Samé#ioa,that is the
name they have been called by to this time, becinesewere brought out of
the country called Cuthah, which is a country afskRe and there is a river of
the same name in it,) each of them, accordingdo thations, which were in
number five, brought their own gods into Samanml By worshipping them,
as was the custom of their own countries, they gked Almighty God to be
angry and displeased at them, for a plague seiged them, by which they
were destroyed; and when they found no cure far theseries, they learned
by the oracle that they ought to worship Almightpd; as the method for
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their deliverance. So they sent ambassadors tokitlige of Assyria, and

desired him to send them some of those priestseolstraelites whom he had
taken captive. And when he thereupon sent them,tla@mgeople were by
them taught the laws, and the holy worship of Glbdy worshipped him in a
respectful manner, and the plague ceased immegdiaded indeed they
continue to make use of the very same customsisovdry time, and are
called in the Hebrew tongue Cutlans, but in thee&rsongue Samaritans.
And when they see the Jews in prosperity, theyepcktthat they are
changed, and allied to them, and call them kinsnasnthough they were
derived from Joseph, and had by that means amatigiliance with them;

but when they see them falling into a low conditithrey say they are no way
related to them, and that the Jews have no riglexpect any kindness or
marks of kindred from them, but they declare tin&ytare sojourners, that
come from other countries. But of these we shalleha more seasonable
opportunity to discourse hereatfter.

Footnote:

1. This siege of Samaria, though not given a partrcat@ount of, either in
our Hebrew or Greek Bibles, or in Josephus, wagesp long, no less
than three years, that it was no way improbabletbat parents, and
particularly mothers, might therein be reducedabtkeir own children,
as the law of Moses had threatened upon their diiehce, Leviticus
26;29; Deuteronomy 28:53-57; and as was accomplishehe other
shorter sieges of both the capital cities, Jernsaded Samaria; the
former mentioned Jeremiah 19:9; Antiq. B. IX. ch.séct. 4, and the
latter, 2 Kings 6:26-29.
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