Book 11

FROM THE FIRST OF CYRUS
TO THE DEATH OF
ALEXANDER THE GREAT

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
Cyrus, King of the Persians, Delivered the Jews

1. In the first year of the reign of Cyrus (1) whiwas the seventieth
from the day that our people were removed out eirtiown land into
Babylon, God commiserated the captivity and cakamwitthese poor people,
according as he had foretold to them by Jeremiahptiophet, before the
destruction of the city, that after they had seridmbuchadnezzar and his
posterity, and after they had undergone that selgitseventy years, he
would restore them again to the land of their feghand they should build
their temple, and enjoy their ancient prosperithdAhese things God did
afford them; for he stirred up the mind of Cyrueadamade him write this
throughout all Asia: "Thus saith Cyrus the kingn& God Almighty hath
appointed me to be king of the habitable eartlelielve that he is that God
which the nation of the Israelites worship; foreed he foretold my name by
the prophets, and that | should build him a hotskeaisalem, in the country
of Judea."

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the batich Isaiah left
behind him of his prophecies; for this prophet shat God had spoken thus
to him in a secret vision: "My will is, that Cyrushom | have appointed to
be king over many and great nations, send backeoplp to their own land,
and build my temple." This was foretold by Isaiaechundred and forty
years before the temple was demolished. Accordjngihen Cyrus read this,
and admired the Divine power, an earnest desireaamuition seized upon
him to fulfill what was so written; so he calledr fthe most eminent Jews
that were in Babylon, and said to them, that heeghem leave to go back to
their own country, and to rebuild their city Jeldesa, (2) and the temple of
God, for that he would be their assistant, andhleatvould write to the rulers
and governors that were in the neighborhood of tb@untry of Judea, that
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they should contribute to them gold and silvertfa building of the temple,
and besides that, beasts for their sacrifices.

3. When Cyrus had said this to the Israelitesyters of the two tribes
of Judah and Benjamin, with the Levites and priegtent in haste to
Jerusalem; yet did many of them stay at Babylomaasvilling to leave their
possessions; and when they were come thithehealking's friends assisted
them, and brought in, for the building of the teej@dome gold, and some
silver, and some a great many cattle and horsesh&p performed their
vows to God, and offered the sacrifices that haenbaccustomed of old
time; | mean this upon the rebuilding of their ¢cignd the revival of the
ancient practices relating to their worship. Cyalso sent back to them the
vessels of God which king Nebuchadnezzar had gitlagut of the temple,
and had carried to Babylon. So he committed thasgs to Mithridates, the
treasurer, to be sent away, with an order to gmeentto Sanabassar, that he
might keep them till the temple was built; and witenas finished, he might
deliver them to the priests and rulers of the rtude, in order to their being
restored to the temple. Cyrus also sent an eqsttee governors that were
in Syria, the contents whereof here follow:

"King Cyrus To Sisinnes And Sathrabuzanes Sendetkt(hg.

"l have given leave to as many of the Jews thatlldweny country as
please to return to their own country, and to riebtheir city, and to build
the temple of God at Jerusalem on the same plaeeawhwas before. | have
also sent my treasurer Mithridates, and Zorobahelgovernor of the Jews,
that they may lay the foundations of the templel aray build it sixty cubits
high, and of the same latitude, making three eghfiof polished stones, and
one of the wood of the country, and the same oedéends to the altar
whereon they offer sacrifices to God. | requireodlsat the expenses for
these things may be given out of my revenues. M@ed have also sent the
vessels which king Nebuchadnezzar pillaged outhef temple, and have

2



given them to Mithridates the treasurer, and taoBabel the governor of the
Jews, that they may have them carried to Jerusa@echmay restore them to
the temple of God. Now their number is as followsty chargers of gold,
and five hundred of silver; forty Thericlean cuggold, and five hundred of
silver; fifty basons of gold, and five hundred olver; thirty vessels for
pouring [the drink-offerings], and three hundred soifver; thirty vials of
gold, and two thousand four hundred of silver; watlthousand other large
vessels. (3) | permit them to have the same horochwthey were used to
have from their forefathers, as also for their $rmattle, and for wine and
oil, two hundred and five thousand and five hundteathme; and for wheat
flour, twenty thousand and five hundred artabael lagive order that these
expenses shall be given them out of the tributes fdlom Samaria. The
priests shall also offer these sacrifices accordmghe laws of Moses in
Jerusalem; and when they offer them, they shally goa God for the
preservation of the king and of his family, tha¢ tingdom of Persia may
continue. But my will is, that those who disobegghf injunctions, and make
them void, shall be hung upon a cross, and thdistamce brought into the
king's treasury." And such was the import of thpgsée. Now the number of
those that came out of captivity to Jerusalem, vierg-two thousand four
hundred and sixty-two.

Footnotes:

1. This Cyrus is called God's shepherd by Xenophonyelsas by Isaiah,
Isaiah 44:28; as also it is said of him by the samgphet, that "I will
make a man more precious than fine gold, even athemthe golden
wedge of Ophir," Isaiah 13:12, which character nsakenophon's most
excellent history of him very credible.

2. This leave to build Jerusalem, sect. 3, and thistlepof Cyrus to
Sisinnes and Sathrabuzanes, to the same purpes®oat unfortunately
omitted in all our copies but this best and congdetopy of Josephus;
and by such omission the famous prophecy of Isdisdiah 44:28,
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where we are informed that God said of or to Cyriide is my
shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure; eesing to Jerusalem,
Thou shalt be built, and to the temple, Thy fouradatshall be laid,"
could not hitherto be demonstrated from the sabrsibry to have been
completely fulfilled, | mean as to that part ofwhich concerned his
giving leave or commission for rebuilding the cigrusalem as distinct
from the temple, whose rebuilding is alone perrditbe directed in the
decree of Cyrus in all our copies.

. Of the true number of golden and silver vessels rerd elsewhere
belonging to the temple of Solomon, see the desonf the temples,
chap. 13.



Chapter 2
Cambyses Forbade the Jews to rebuild the temple

1. When the foundations of the temple were layangd when the Jews
were very zealous about building it, the neighbpnrations, and especially
the Cutheans, whom Shalmanezer, king of Assyrid,dnaught out of Persia
and Media, and had planted in Samaria, when hedattie people of Israel
captives, besought the governors, and those thiatheacare of such affairs,
that they would interrupt the Jews, both in theurieling of their city, and in
the building of their temple. Now as these men wengupted by them with
money, they sold the Cutheans their interest fodeeing this building a
slow and a careless work, for Cyrus, who was bimyutother wars, knew
nothing of all this; and it so happened, that wherhad led his army against
the Massagetae, he ended his life. (1) But whenk@aes, the son of Cyrus,
had taken the kingdom, the governors in Syria, Bhdenicia, and in the
countries of Aminon, and Moab, and Samaria, wroteaistle to Calnbyses;
whose contents were as follow: "To our lord Cambys&e thy servants,
Rathumus the historiographer, and Semellius thbeescand the rest that are
thy judges in Syria and Phoenicia, send greeting fit, O king, that thou
shouldst know that those Jews which were carrieflaoylon are come into
our country, and are building that rebellious ancked city, and its market-
places, and setting up its walls, and raising wptédmple; know therefore,
that when these things are finished, they will betwilling to pay tribute,
nor will they submit to thy commands, but will retskings, and will choose
rather to rule over others than be ruled over tledves. We therefore
thought it proper to write to thee, O king, whiletworks about the temple
are going on so fast, and not to overlook this enathat thou mayst search
into the books of thy fathers, for thou wilt find them that the Jews have
been rebels, and enemies to kings, as hath thgibeen also, which, for that
reason, hath been till now laid waste. We thougbper also to inform thee
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of this matter, because thou mayst otherwise psrbaggnorant of it, that if
this city be once inhabited and be entirely encased with walls, thou wilt
be excluded from thy passage to Celesyria and Rtiaen

2. When Cambyses had read the epistle, being tigtwiaked, he was
irritated at what they told him, and wrote back tttem as follows:
"Cambyses the king, to Rathumus the historiogrgpteeBeeltethmus, to
Semellius the scribe, and the rest that are in agsiom, and dwelling in
Samaria and Phoenicia, after this manner: | haad the epistle that was
sent from you; and | gave order that the books pffonefathers should be
searched into, and it is there found that this bayh always been an enemy
to kings, and its inhabitants have raised seditiand wars. We also are
sensible that their kings have been powerful anahtyical, and have exacted
tribute of Celesyria and Phoenicia. Wherefore |egavder, that the Jews
shall not be permitted to build that city, lest lsunischief as they used to
bring upon kings be greatly augmented." When tipsstie was read,
Rathumus, and Semellius the scribe, and their agssc got suddenly on
horseback, and made haste to Jerusalem; they laghi a great company
with them, and forbade the Jews to build the cityd ahe temple.
Accordingly, these works were hindered from goimgtidl the second year
of the reign of Darius, for nine years more; fomig/ses reigned six years,
and within that time overthrew Egypt, and when heswome back, he died
at Damascus.

Footnote:

1. Josephus here follows Herodotus, and those thatecelhow Cyrus
made war with the Scythians and Massagets, nedatalspian Sea, and
perished in it; while Xenophon's account, which egp never to have
been seen by Josephus, that Cyrus died in pedas mwn country of
Persia, is attested to by the writers of the adfair Alexander the Great,
when they agree that he found Cyrus's sepulchétagargadae, near
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Persepolis. This account of Xenophon is also cowd by the
circumstances of Cambyses, upon his successiogricsGvho, instead
of a war to avenge his father's death upon theh@&osy and Massagets,
and to prevent those nations from overrunning loikhern provinces,
which would have been the natural consequence offdther's ill
success and death there, went immediately to aptiEgywar, long ago
begun by Cyrus, according to Xenophon, p. 644, emuguered that
kingdom; nor is there, that | ever heard of, trestanention in the reign
of Cambyses of any war against the Scythians angsfgets that he
was ever engaged in all his life.



Chapter 3

Zorobabel Obtained Favor of Darius to rebuild the
temple

1. After the slaughter of file Magi, who, upon tdeath of Cambyses,
attained the government of the Persians for a ylease families which were
called the seven families of the Persians appoiridadius, the son of
Hystaspes, to be their king. Now he, while he wasiaate man, had made a
vow to God, that if he came to be king, he woulddsall the vessels of God
that were in Babylon to the temple at Jerusalemw NMoso fell out, that
about this time Zorobabel, who had been made govarithe Jews that had
been in captivity, came to Darius, from Jerusal&anthere had been an old
friendship between him and the king. He was alsth twwo others, thought
worthy to be guard of the king's body; and obtaitieat honor which he
hoped for.

2. Now, in the first year of the king's reign, Derifeasted those that
were about him, and those born in his house, viéhrulers of the Medes,
and princes of the Persians, and the toparchsdid land Ethiopia, and the
generals of the armies of his hundred and twenrgrs@rovinces. But when
they had eaten and drunk to satiety, and abunddh#dy every one departed
to go to bed at their own houses, and Darius thg Went to bed; but after
he had rested a little part of the night, he awaked not being able to sleep
any more, he fell into conversation with the thgreards of his body, and
promised, that to him who should make an orationualpoints that he
should inquire of, such as should be most agreetbleuth, and to the
dictates of wisdom, he would grant it as a rewdrdis victory, to put on a
purple garment, and to drink in cups of gold, amdleep upon gold, and to
have a chariot with bridles of gold, and a heagl of fine linen, and a chain
of gold about his neck, and to sit next to himsetf,account of his wisdom;
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"and," says he, "he shall be called my cousin." Nawen he had promised
to give them these gifts, he asked the first ofhth8NVhether wine was not
the strongest?"--the second, "Whether kings wetesunoh?" - and the third,
"Whether women were not such? or whether truth masthe strongest of
all?" When he had proposed that they should madie ithquiries about these
problems, he went to rest; but in the morning hd $& his great men, his
princes, and toparchs of Persia and Media, andisetelf down in the place
where he used to give audience, and bid each ofjtlaeds of his body to
declare what they thought proper concerning th@gsed guestions, in the
hearing of them all.

3. Accordingly, the first of them began to speakhw# strength of wine,
and demonstrated it thus: "When," said he," | amive my opinion of wine,
O you men, | find that it exceeds every thing, g following indications: It
deceives the mind of those that drink it, and redubhat of the king to the
same state with that of the orphan, and he whalstanneed of a tutor; and
erects that of the slave to the boldness of him thdree; and that of the
needy becomes like that of the rich man, for itngjess and renews the souls
of men when it gets into them; and it quenchesstireow of those that are
under calamities, and makes men forget the delets dve to others, and
makes them think themselves to be of all men ttieest; it makes them talk
of no small things, but of talents, and such otimemes as become wealthy
men only; nay more, it makes them insensible oifr tbemmanders, and of
their kings, and takes away the remembrance ofr theends and
companions, for it arms men even against thoseatieatlearest to them, and
makes them appear the greatest strangers to tmelmylzen they are become
sober, and they have slept out their wine in thghtithey arise without
knowing any thing they have done in their cupsalet these for signs of
power, and by them discover that wine is the stesh@nd most insuperable
of all things."

4. As soon as the first had given the forementiodechonstrations of
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the strength of wine, he left off; and the nexhbm began to speak about the
strength of a king, and demonstrated that it wassttongest of all, and more
powerful than any thing else that appears to hamyefarce or wisdom. He
began his demonstration after the following managd said,"” They are men
who govern all things; they force the earth anddba to become profitable
to them in what they desire, and over these mekirdys rule, and over them
they have authority. Now those who rule over tmatal which is of all the
strongest and most powerful, must needs desere asteemed insuperable
in power and force. For example, when these kimgsnscand their subjects
to make wars, and undergo dangers, they are heatkien and when they
send them against their enemies, their power graat that they are obeyed.
They command men to level mountains, and to pulNrdwalls and towers;
nay, when they are commanded to be killed andlkotlkey submit to it, that
they may not appear to transgress the king's comsyamd when they have
conquered, they bring what they have gained inwtheto the king. Those
also who are not soldiers, but cultivate the grouamdl plough it, and when,
after they have endured the labor and all the imenrences of such works of
husbandry, they have reaped and gathered in thais,fthey bring tributes
to the king; and whatsoever it is which the kingssar commands, it is done
of necessity, and that without any delay, whilerhthe mean time is satiated
with all sorts of food and pleasures, and sleepguiet. He is guarded by
such as watch, and such as are, as it were, fimaah do the place through
fear; for no one dares leave him, even when hsléep, nor does any one go
away and take care of his own affairs; but he estedis one thing the only
work of necessity, to guard the king, and accongirtg this he wholly
addicts himself. How then can it be otherwise,that it must appear that the
king exceeds all in strength, while so great a nudé obeys his
injunctions?"

5. Now when this man had held his peace, the thirthem, who was
Zorobabel, began to instruct them about women, abalit truth, who said
thus: "Wine is strong, as is the king also, whohman obey, but women are
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superior to them in power; for it was a woman thvatught the king into the
world; and for those that plant the vines and nthkewine, they are women
who bear them, and bring them up: nor indeed isctlay thing which we
do not receive from them; for these women weavengats for us, and our
household affairs are by their means taken cararaf, preserved in safety;
nor can we live separate from women. And when we lggtten a great deal
of gold and silver, and any other thing that iggodat value, and deserving
regard, and see a beautiful woman, we leave adkthieings, and with open
mouth fix our eyes upon her countenance, and dhagvio forsake what we
have, that we may enjoy her beauty, and procute durselves. We also
leave father, and mother, and the earth that noesisis, and frequently
forget our dearest friends, for the sake of wonmay, we are so hardy as to
lay down our lives for them. But what will chieflmake you take notice of
the strength of women is this that follows: Do ma take pains, and endure
a great deal of trouble, and that both by land sea and when we have
procured somewhat as the fruit of our labors, dowe bring them to the
women, as to our mistresses, and bestow them uy@on2 Nay, | once saw
the king, who is lord of so many people, smittentlom face by Apame, the
daughter of Rabsases Themasius, his concubindhiamtiadem taken away
from him, and put upon her own head, while he bopatiently; and when
she smiled he smiled, and when she was angry hesasand according to
the change of her passions, he flattered his waed drew her to
reconciliation by the great humiliation of himstdfher, if at my time he saw
her displeased at him."

6. And when the princes and rulers looked one wpurther, he began
to speak about truth; and he said, "l have alremigonstrated how powerful
women are; but both these women themselves, anditige himself, are
weaker than truth; for although the earth be laagel the heaven high, and
the course of the sun swift, yet are all these maexording to the will of
God, who is true and righteous, for which causeals® ought to esteem
truth to be the strongest of all things, and thhaiMs unrighteous is of no
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force against it. Moreover, all things else thatédhany strength are mortal
and short-lived, but truth is a thing that is imtaband eternal. It affords us
not indeed such a beauty as will wither away byetimor such riches as may
be taken away by fortune, but righteous rules amg! It distinguishes them
from injustice, and puts what is unrighteous tauteh" (1)

7. So when Zorobabel had left off his discourseuadouth, and the
multitude had cried out aloud that he had spokemtbst wisely, and that it
was truth alone that had immutable strength, amth 13 never would wax
old, the king commanded that he should ask for sdmé over and above
what he had promised, for that he would give it lnecause of his wisdom,
and that prudence wherein he exceeded the rest;thaa shalt sit with me,”
said the king, "and shalt be called my cousin." Whe had said this,
Zorobabel put him in mind of the vow he had madease he should ever
have the kingdom. Now this vow was, "to rebuildu¥atem, and to build
therein the temple of God; as also to restore tlessels which
Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged, and carried to Babyad this," said he, "is
that request which thou now permittest me to makeaccount that | have
been judged to be wise and understanding."

8. So the king was pleased with what he had saidl,aaose and kissed
him; and wrote to the toparchs and governors, ajuireed them to conduct
Zorobabel and those that were going with him tddothe temple. He also
sent letters to those rulers that were in Syria Rhdenicia to cut down and
carry cedar trees from Lebanon to Jerusalem, arabdcst him in building
the city. He also wrote to them, that all the ocagsiwho should go to Judea
should be free; and he prohibited his deputiesgavernors to lay any king's
taxes upon the Jews; he also permitted that theuwldhhave all that land
which they could possess themselves of withouuteis. He also enjoined
the Idumeans and Samaritans, and the inhabitaneldsyria, to restore
those villages which they had taken from the Jamsl that, besides all this,
fifty talents should be given them for the buildin§ the temple. He also

12



permitted them to offer their appointed sacrificasd that whatsoever the
high priest and the priests wanted, and those dagaements wherein they
used to worship God, should be made at his owngelsar.and that the

musical instruments which the Levites used in sigdiymns to God should

be given them. Moreover, he charged them, thaigratof land should be

given to those that guarded the city and the tepg@@lso a determinate sum
of money every year for their maintenance; and abitie sent the vessels.
And all that Cyrus intended to do before him relgtio the restoration of

Jerusalem, Darius also ordained should be donedingdy.

9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained these grants fite king, he
went out of the palace, and looking up to heavenbdgan to return thanks
to God for the wisdom he had given him, and thg¢owc he had gained
thereby, even in the presence of Darius himseltf;daid he, "I had not been
thought worthy of these advantages, O Lord, unldssi hadst been
favorable to me." When therefore he had returneddtthanks to God for the
present circumstances he was in, and had prayéihtdo afford him the
like favor for the time to come, he came to Babyland brought the good
news to his countrymen of what grants he had peatdor them from the
king; who, when they heard the same, gave thanks t God that he
restored the land of their forefathers to them mag&o they betook
themselves to drinking and eating, and for sevews dé&iey continued
feasting, and kept a festival, for the rebuildingd arestoration of their
country: after this they chose themselves rulerep vghould go up to
Jerusalem, out of the tribes of their forefathessth their wives, and
children, and cattle, who traveled to Jerusalenm yay and pleasure, under
the conduct of those whom Darius sent along wigmthand making a noise
with songs, and pipes, and cymbals. The rest oflJdvesh multitude also
besides accompanied them with rejoicing.

10. And thus did these men go, a certain and de@tateanumber out of
every family, though | do not think it proper tacite particularly the names
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of those families, that | may not take off the mioldmy readers from the
connexion of the historical facts, and make it hlmdthem to follow the
coherence of my narrations; but the sum of thogewlent up, above the age
of twelve years, of the tribes of Judah and Benjamwias four hundred and
sixty-two myriads and eight thousand (2) the Levieere seventy-four; the
number of the women and children mixed together foeyg thousand seven
hundred and forty-two; and besides these, there wmigers of the Levites
one hundred and twenty-eight, and porters one leaghdnd ten, and of the
sacred ministers three hundred and ninety-twogthare also others besides
these, who said they were of the Israelites, buevwet able to show their
genealogies, six hundred and sixty-two: some tlveeee also who were
expelled out of the number and honor of the priesthaving married wives
whose genealogies they could not produce, nor weeg found in the
genealogies of the Levites and priests; they wobeuafive hundred and
twenty-five: the multitude also of servants thatdwed those that went up
to Jerusalem were seven thousand three hundredtharig-seven; the
singing men and singing women were two hundred fomty-five; the
camels were four hundred and thirty-five; the beasted to the yoke were
five thousand five hundred and twenty-five; and gwernors of all this
multitude thus numbered were Zorobabel, the sonSalathiel, of the
posterity of David, and of the tribe of Judah; dedhua, the son of Josedek
the high priest; and besides these there were Mardend Serebeus, who
were distinguished from the multitude, and werensjlwho also contributed
a hundred pounds of gold, and five thousand ofesiBy this means
therefore the priests and the Levites, and a cepait of the entire people of
the Jews that were in Babylon, came and dwelt iasddem; but the rest of
the multitude returned every one to their own coast

Footnotes:

1. The reader is to note, that although the speechpapers of these three
of the king's guard are much the same, in our TBodk of Esdras, ch.
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3. and 4., as they are here in Josephus, yethtbantroduction of them
is entirely different, while in our Esdras the wiak related as the
contrivance of the three of the king's guards thedves; and even the
mighty rewards are spoken of as proposed by themseland the
speeches are related to have been delivered byséiags to the king in
writing, while all is contrary in Josephus. | nesot say whose account
Is the most probable, the matters speak for thamseand there can be
no doubt but Josephus's history is here to be mergh preferred before
the other. Nor indeed does it seem to me at alkelyl that the whole
was a contrivance of king Darius's own, in orderb® decently and
inoffensively put in mind by Zorobabel of fulfillgyhis old vow for the
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple, and thé¢orason of the
worship of the "one true God" there. Nor does th# feaning of
Zorobabel, when he cries out, 3 Esd. 4. 41), "Bldss the God of truth
;" and here, "God is true and righteous;" or evkallahe people, 3 Esd.
4. 41, "Great is truth, and mighty above all thingseem to me much
different from this, "There is but one true Gode tBod of Israel." To
which doctrine, such as Cyrus and Darius; etc., Jéhes' great patrons,
seem not to have been very averse, though thesadbfatry of their
kingdoms made them generally conceal it.

. This strange reading in Josephus's present copfesromillions instead
of forty thousand, is one of the grossest erroas ihin them, and ought
to be corrected from Ezra 2:61; 1 Esd. 5:40; ankdeNeah 7:66, who all
agree the general sum was but about forty-two thedishree hundred
and sixty. It is also very plain that Josephus giuthat when Esdras
afterwards brought up another company out of Babyod Persia, in
the days of Xerxes, they were also, as well asethest of the two
tribes, and out of them only, and were in all norenthan "a seed" and
"a remnant,” while an "immense number" of the teilbes never
returned, but, as he believed, continued then yuphrates, ch. 5.
sect. 2, 3; of which multitude, the Jews beyond Htafes, he speaks
frequently elsewhere, though, by the way, he neakes them to be
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idolaters, but looks on them still as observertheflaws of Moses. The
“certain part" of the people that now came up fidabylon, at the end
of this chapter, imply the same smaller numberes¥sithat now came
up, and will no way agree with the four millions.
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Chapter 4

The Cutheans Endeavored in Vain to Obstruct the
Work

1. Now in the seventh month after they were dedanigt of Babylon,
both Jeshua the high priest, and Zorobabel thergovesent messengers
every way round about, and gathered those that iwefee country together
to Jerusalem universally, who came very gladlyhint He then built the
altar on the same place it had formerly been bihitif they might offer the
appointed sacrifices upon it to God, accordinghte laws of Moses. But
while they did this, they did not please the neming nations, who all of
them bare an ill-will to them. They also celebratieel feast of tabernacles at
that time, as the legislator had ordained concgritirand after they offered
sacrifices, and what were called the daily sa@sjand the oblations proper
for the Sabbaths, and for all the holy festivalao3e also that had made
vows performed them, and offered their sacrifiaesnf the first day of the
seventh month. They also began to build the tenapld,gave a great deal of
money to the masons and to the carpenters, andwdsanecessary for the
maintenance of the workmen. The Sidonians also werg willing and
ready to bring the cedar trees from Libanus, talkimem together, and to
make a united float of them, and to bring themhi® port of Joppa, for that
was what Cyrus had commanded at first, and what weas done at the
command of Darius.

2. In the second year of their coming to Jerusalasnthe Jews were
there in the second month, the building of the tenmpent on apace; and
when they had laid its foundations on the first @dythe second month of
that second year, they set, as overseers of thie wach Levites as were full
twenty years old; and Jeshua and his sons andrénetand Codmiel the
brother of Judas, the son of Aminadab, with hisssamd the temple, by the

17



great diligence of those that had the care of &s Wnished sooner than any
one would have expected. And when the temple washid, the priests,
adorned with their accustomed garments, stood thvéhr trumpets, while the
Levites, and the sons of Asaph, stood and sung ByoGod, according as
David first of all appointed them to bless God. Nthe priests and Levites,
and the elder part of the families, recollectinghwihemselves how much
greater and more sumptuous the old temple had lseemg that now made
how much inferior it was, on account of their payeto that which had been
built of old, considered with themselves how mubkirit happy state was
sunk below what it had been of old, as well asrttenple. Hereupon they
were disconsolate, and not able to contain th&#f,gand proceeded so far as
to lament and shed tears on those accounts; byigbple in general were
contented with their present condition; and becabey were allowed to
build them a temple, they desired no more, andhaeitregarded nor
remembered, nor indeed at all tormented themselthsthe comparison of
that and the former temple, as if this were belbirtexpectations; but the
wailing of the old men and of the priests, on actaf the deficiency of this
temple, in their opinion, if compared with that whihad been demolished,
overcame the sounds of the trumpets and the regpaf the people.

3. But when the Samaritans, who were still enenieshe tribes of
Judah and Benjamin, heard the sound of the trumgety came running
together, and desired to know what was the occagfothis tumult; and
when they perceived that it was from the Jews, tdmb been carried captive
to Babylon, and were rebuilding their temple, tlcayne to Zorobabel and to
Jeshua, and to the heads of the families, andeadefinat they would give
them leave to build the temple with them, and toph&ners with them in
building it; for they said, "We worship their Gaahd especially pray to him,
and are desirous of their religious settlement, a&ht ever since
Shalmanezer, the king of Assyria, transplanteduisob Cuthah and Media
to this place." When they said thus, Zorobabel deshua the high priest,
and the heads of the families of the Israeliteplied to them, that it was
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impossible for them to permit them to be their pars, whilst they [only]
had been appointed to build that temple at firsClgyus, and now by Darius,
although it was indeed lawful for them to come awarship there if they
pleased, and that they could allow them nothingtbat in common with
them, which was common to them with all other mencome to their
temple and worship God there.

4. When the Cuthearts heard this, for the Samarithave that
appellation, they had indignation at it, and pedsdathe nations of Syria to
desire of the governors, in the same manner ashthéyone formerly in the
days of Cyrus, and again in the days of Cambygesnards, to put a stop to
the building of the temple, and to endeavor toyealad protract the Jews in
their zeal about it. Now at this time Sisinnes, tfmvernor of Syria and
Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes, with certain othamse up to Jerusalem, and
asked the rulers of the Jews, by. whose grantsttat they built the temple
in this manner, since it was more like to a citatlah a temple? and for what
reason it was that they built cloisters and wadlsgl those strong ones too,
about the city? To which Zorobabel and Jeshua itjle priest replied, that
they were the servants of God Almighty; that tlesple was built for him
by a king of theirs, that lived in great prosperiymd one that exceeded all
men in virtue; and that it continued a long timet tat because of their
fathers' impiety towards God, Nebuchadnezzar, kinthe Babylonians and
of the Chaldeans, took their city by force, andtiig®d it, and pillaged the
temple, and burnt it down, and transplanted theplgewhom he had made
captives, and removed them to Babylon; that Cy®, after him, was king
of Babylonia and Persia, wrote to them to build td@ple, and committed
the gifts and vessels, and whatsoever Nebuchadnkadacarried out of it,
to Zorobabel, and Mithridates the treasurer; andegarder to have them
carried to Jerusalem, and to have them restoréaeto own temple, when it
was built; for he had sent to them to have thatedmpeedily, and
commanded Sanabassar to go up to Jerusalem, atmkdocare of the
building of the temple; who, upon receiving thatsdp from Cyrus, came,
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and immediately laid its foundations; "and althouighath been in building
from that time to this, it hath not yet been firmdh by reason of the
malignity of our enemies. If therefore you have iadnand think it proper,
write this account to Darius, that when he hathsotied the records of the
kings, he may find that we have told you nothingttls false about this
matter."

5. When Zorobabel and the high priest had madeathssver, Sisinnes,
and those that were with him, did not resolve todbr the building, until
they had informed king Darius of all this. So theymediately wrote to him
about these affairs; but as the Jews were now ued®er, and afraid lest the
king should change his resolutions as to the gldif Jerusalem and of the
temple, there were two prophets at that time amthagn, Haggai and
Zechariah, who encouraged them, and bid them bgoofl cheer, and to
suspect no discouragement from the Persians, &irGod foretold this to
them. So, in dependence on those prophets, thejiedpthemselves
earnestly to building, and did not intermit one day

6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had writtenito, land in their
epistle had accused the Jews, how they fortifiedctty, and built the temple
more like to a citadel than to a temple; and stndt their doings were not
expedient for the king's affairs; and besides, tsbpwed the epistle of
Cambyses, wherein he forbade them to build the leEzngmd when Darius
thereby understood that the restoration of Jeraosal@s not expedient for
his affairs, and when he had read the epistle wasd brought him from
Sisinnes, and those that were with him, he gaveraiftht what concerned
these matters should be sought for among the magalrds. Whereupon a
book was found at Ecbatana, in the tower that walledia, wherein was
written as follows: "Cyrus the king, in the firstar of his reign, commanded
that the temple should be built in Jerusalem; ane altar in height
threescore cubits, and its breadth of the samé, thite edifices of polished
stone, and one edifice of stone of their own coyratnd he ordained that the
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expenses of it should be paid out of the king'emere. He also commanded
that the vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had pillfmedof the temple], and
had carried to Babylon, should be restored to #@&pfe of Jerusalem; and
that the care of these things should belong to ISessar, the governor and
president of Syria and Phoenicia, and his assasgidleat they may not
meddle with that place, but may permit the servafit&od, the Jews and
their rulers, to build the temple. He also ordaitieat they should assist them
in the work; and that they should pay to the Jeaus,of the tribute of the
country where they were governors, on account efsticrifices, bulls, and
rams, and lambs, and kids of the goats, and fo ,fland oil, and wine, and
all other things that the priests should sugges$hémn; and that they should
pray for the preservation of the king, and of tleeskans; and that for such as
transgressed any of these orders thus sent to thempommanded that they
should be caught, and hung upon a cross, anddhkestance confiscated to
the king's use. He also prayed to God against thieam jf any one attempted
to hinder the building of the temple, God wouldk&mim dead, and thereby
restrain his wickedness."

7. When Darius had found this book among the recafdCyrus, he
wrote an answer to Sisinnes and his associatessembantents were these:
"King Darius to Sisinnes the governor, and to Sdibranes, sendeth
greeting. Having found a copy of this epistle amdmg records of Cyrus, |
have sent it you; and | will that all things be daas is therein written. Fare
ye well." So when Sisinnes, and those that weré Wi, understood the
intention of the king, they resolved to follow hdgections entirely for the
time to come. So they forwarded the sacred wonkg,assisted the elders of
the Jews, and the princes of the Sanhedrim; andttheture of the temple
was with great diligence brought to a conclusiog, the prophecies of
Haggai and Zechariah, according to God's commamdspy the injunctions
of Cyrus and Darius the kings. Now the temple wast ln seven years'
time. And in the ninth year of the reign of Darios, the twenty-third day of
the twelfth month, which is by us called Adar, ay the Macedonians
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Dystrus, the priests, and Levites, and the otheltitondie of the Israelites,
offered sacrifices, as the renovation of their fernprosperity after their
captivity, and because they had now the templeiltelbunundred bulls, two
hundred rains, four hundred lambs, and twelve &fdke goats, according to
the number of their tribes, (for so many are thiees of the Israelites,) and
this last for the sins of every tribe. The prieslso and the Levites set the
porters at every gate, according to the laws ofédo$he Jews also built the
cloisters of the inner temple that were round ablo@temple itself.

8. And as the feast of unleavened bread was at, maride first month,
which, according to the Macedonians, is called Kemis, but according to
us Nisan, all the people ran together out of tHEges to the city, and
celebrated the festival, having purified themselwsgh their wives and
children, according to the law of their countrydahey offered the sacrifice
which was called the Passover, on the fourteenglofléthe same month, and
feasted seven days, and spared for no cost, eredffvhole burnt-offerings
to God, and performed sacrifices of thanksgivirggaduse God had led them
again to the land of their fathers, and to the |#veseto belonging, and had
rendered the mind of the king of Persia favorablehem. So these men
offered the largest sacrifices on these accountsuaed great magnificence
in the worship of God, and dwelt in Jerusalem, aratle use of a form of
government that was aristocratical, but mixed wamholigarchy, for the high
priests were at the head of their affairs, un@l piosterity of the Asamoneans
set up kingly government; for before their captiviand the dissolution of
their polity, they at first had kingly governmendin Saul and David for five
hundred and thirty-two years, six months, and tagsd but before those
kings, such rulers governed them as were callegigsidind monarchs. Under
this form of government they continued for morentfeve hundred years
after the death of Moses, and of Joshua their camdera And this is the
account | had to give of the Jews who had beenecamto captivity, but
were delivered from it in the times of Cyrus andibs
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9. (1) But the Samaritans, being evil and envioastposed to the Jews,
wrought them many mischiefs, by reliance on th&hes, and by their
pretense that they were allied to the Persiansaamount that thence they
came; and whatsoever it was that they were enjdingrhy the Jews by the
king's order out of their tributes for the sacef¢ they would not pay it.
They had also the governors favorable to them, aasisting them for that
purpose; nor did they spare to hurt them, eithetheynselves or by others,
as far as they were able. So the Jews determinedrnid an embassage to
king Darius, in favor of the people of Jerusalemy & order to accuse the
Samaritans. The ambassadors were Zorobabel, anddwoers of the rulers;
and as soon as the king knew from the ambassaleradcusations and
complaints they brought against the Samaritangydwe them an epistle to
be carried to the governors and council of Samahia;contents of which
epistle were these: "King Darius to Tanganas andlfahas, the governors
of the Sainaritans, to Sadraces and Bobelo, andrabi of their fellow
servants that are in Samaria: Zorobabel, Ananiasl B®lordecai, the
ambassadors of the Jews, complain of you, thatohmiruct them in the
building of the temple, and do not supply them ville expenses which |
commanded you to do for the offering their saceidicMy will therefore is
this, That upon the reading of this epistle, yoppdy them with whatsoever
they want for their sacrifices, and that out of tlwgal treasury, of the
tributes of Samaria, as the priest shall desirat they may not leave off
offering their daily sacrifices, nor praying to Gmt me and the Persians."
And these were the contents of that epistle.

Footnote:

1. The history contained in this section is entirelgnting in all our other
copies, both of Ezra and Esdras.
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Chapter 5

Xerxes Was Well Disposed to Esdras and Nehemiah

1. Upon the death of Darius, Xerxes his son toekkimgdom, who, as
he inherited his father's kingdom, so did he irthieis piety towards God,
and honor of him; for he did all things suitably hes father relating to
Divine worship, and he was exceeding friendly te flews. Now about this
time a son of Jeshua, whose name was Joacim, wadith priest.
Moreover, there was now in Babylon a righteous naama, one that enjoyed
a great reputation among the multitude. He wasptiecipal priest of the
people, and his name was Esdras. He was veryutkillthe laws of Moses,
and was well acquainted with king Xerxes. He hatémheined to go up to
Jerusalem, and to take with him some of those lkatswere in Babylon;
and he desired that the king would give him antkpit® the governors of
Syria, by which they might know who he was. Accagly, the king wrote
the following epistle to those governors: "Xerxksg of kings, to Esdras
the priest, and reader of the Divine law, greetintpink it agreeable to that
love which | bear to mankind, to permit those @ dlewish nation that are so
disposed, as well as those of the priests and eésitat are in our kingdom,
to go together to Jerusalem. Accordingly, | haweegi command for that
purpose; and let every one that hath a mind gardowy as it hath seemed
good to me, and to my seven counselors, and trosder to their review of
the affairs of Judea, to see whether they be abled¢a the law of God. Let
them also take with them those presents which Inapdriends have vowed,
with all that silver and gold that is found in tbeuntry of the Babylonians,
as dedicated to God, and let all this be carrieddgnisalem to God for
sacrifices. Let it also be lawful for thee and thrgthren to make as many
vessels of silver and gold as thou pleasest. Thalt salso dedicate those
holy vessels which have been given thee, and ay mane as thou hast a
mind to make, and shall take the expenses outeokiting's treasury. | have,
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moreover, written to the treasurers of Syria andeRrctia, that they take care
of those affairs that Esdras the priest, and reafldre laws of God, is sent
about. And that God may not be at all angry with orewith my children, |
grant all that is necessary for sacrifices to Gadording to the law, as far as
a hundred cori of wheat. And | enjoin you not ty lany treacherous
imposition, or any tributes, upon their priestsLewites, or. sacred singers,
or porters, or sacred servants, or scribes of ¢émepke. And do thou, O
Esdras, appoint judges according to the wisdomejgithee] of God, and
those such as understand the law, that they magejud all Syria and
Phoenicia; and do thou instruct those also whiehigmorant of it, that if any
one of thy countrymen transgress the law of Godhat of the king, he may
be punished, as not transgressing it out of igraahnut as one that knows it
indeed, but boldly despises and contemns it; act soay be punished by
death, or by paying fines. Farewell."

2. When Esdras had received this epistle, he wasjogful, and began
to worship God, and confessed that he had beecatise of the king's great
favor to him, and that for the same reason he giube thanks to God. So
he read the epistle at Babylon to those Jews that Where; but he kept the
epistle itself, and sent a copy of it to all thedehis own nation that were in
Media. And when these Jews had understood whay pret king had
towards God, and what kindness he had for Esdnay, were all greatly
pleased; nay, many of them took their effects wtlm, and came to
Babylon, as very desirous of going down to Jerusaleut then the entire
body of the people of Israel remained in that coywherefore there are but
two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the lomavtsle the ten tribes are
beyond Euphrates till now, and are an immense tad#&i and not to be
estimated by numbers. Now there came a great numbgriests, and
Levites, and porters, and sacred singers, anddaergants to Esdras. So he
gathered those that were in the captivity togetheyond Euphrates, and
staid there three days, and ordained a fast fanthbkat they might make
their prayers to God for their preservation, thaéyt might suffer no
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misfortunes by the way, either from their enemias,from any other ill
accident; for Esdras had said beforehand that Hedid the king how God
would preserve them, and so he had not thougha fiequest that he would
send horsemen to conduct them. So when they ha&hdiah their prayers,
they removed from Euphrates on the twelfth dayhaf first month of the
seventh year of the reign of Xerxes, and they caamkerusalem on the fifth
month of the same year. Now Esdras presented ttredsamoney to the
treasurers, who were of the family of the priesfssilver six hundred and
fifty talents, vessels of silver one hundred tademessels of gold twenty
talents, vessels of brass, that was more preciarsdold, (1) twelve talents
by weight; for these Presents had been made blinigeand his counselors,
and by all the Israelites that staid at Babylonw®@n Esdras had delivered
these things to the priests, he gave to God, aspipeinted sacrifices of
whole burnt-offerings, twelve bulls on account loé ttcommon preservation
of the people, ninety rams, seventy-two lambs, taredve kids of the goats,
for the remission of sins. He also delivered thegla epistle to the king's
officers, and to the governors of Celesyria anddpima; and as they were
under a necessity of doing what was enjoined by, ltlhmmy honored our
nation, and were assistant to them in all theiessities.

3. Now these things were truly done under the cohduEsdras; and he
succeeded in them, because God esteemed him wafrthg success of his
conduct, on account of his goodness and rightesgsngut some time
afterward there came some persons to him, and bt@maccusation against
certain of the multitude, and of the priests andites, who had transgressed
their settlement, and dissolved the laws of theuntry, by marrying strange
wives, and had brought the family of the priest® iconfusion. These
persons desired him to support the laws, lest Godld take up a general
anger against them all, and reduce them to a ctalamicondition again.
Hereupon he rent his garment immediately, out adfgand pulled off the
hair of his head and beard, and cast himself upengtound, because this
crime had reached the principal men among the peapld considering that
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if he should enjoin them to cast out their wivas] ghe children they had by
them, he should not be hearkener to, he continyed lupon the ground.
However, all the better sort came running to hirhpwalso themselves wept,
and partook of the grief he was under for what Ib@eh done. So Esdras rose
up from the ground, and stretched out his handatdsvheaven, and said
that he was ashamed to look towards it, becausizeadins which the people
had committed, while they had cast out of their oees what their fathers
had undergone on account of their wickedness; antddsought God, who
had saved a seed and a remnant out of the calamitycaptivity they had
been in, and had restored them again to Jerusalaito their own land, and
had obliged the kings of Persia to have compassiothem, that he would
also forgive them their sins they had now commijttetich, though they
deserved death, yet, was it agreeable to the n@rgod, to remit even to
these the punishment due to them.

4. After Esdras had said this, he left off prayiagd when all those that
came to him with their wives and children were untiementation, one
whose name was Jechonias, a principal man in Jemmsaame to him, and
said that they had sinned in marrying strange wiaad he persuaded him to
adjure them all to cast those wives out, and thklreim born of them, and
that those should be punished who would not obeyl#w. So Esdras
hearkened to this advice, and made the heads ofriksts, and of the
Levites, and of the Israelites, swear that they l[d/quut away those wives
and children, according to the advice of Jechonfsd when he had
received their oaths, he went in haste out of é&mepte into the chamber of
Johanan, the son of Eliasib, and as he had hittt@sted nothing at all for
grief, so he abode there that day. And when proalem was made, that all
those of the captivity should gather themselve®ttogy to Jerusalem, and
those that did not meet there in two or three ddnauld be banished from
the multitude, and that their substance should grapiated to the uses of
the temple, according to the sentence of the eldeose that were of the
tribes of Judah and Benjamin came together in tldags, viz. on the
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twentieth day of the ninth month, which, accordiaghe Hebrews, is called
Tebeth, and according to the Macedonians, ApelleN®sv as they were
sitting in the upper room of the temple, where ¢fders also were present,
but were uneasy because of the cold, Esdras stwaendi accused them, and
told them that they had sinned in marrying wivest tivere not of their own
nation; but that now they would do a thing bothaglag to God, and
advantageous to themselves, if they would put thesees away.
Accordingly, they all cried out that they would do. That, however, the
multitude was great, and that the season of thewaa winter, and that this
work would require more than one or two days. "thedir rulers, therefore,
[said they,] and those that have married strangeesyicome hither at a
proper time, while the elders of every place, #r&t in common to estimate
the number of those that have thus married, arebdothere also."
Accordingly, this was resolved on by them, and thegan the inquiry after
those that had married strange wives on the fagtaf the tenth month, and
continued the inquiry to the first day of the nexbnth, and found a great
many of the posterity of Jeshua the high priesd, @rthe priests and Levites,
and Israelites, who had a greater regard to thereagon of the law than to
their natural affection, (2) and immediately cast their wives, and the
children which were born of them. And in order pppaase God, they offered
sacrifices, and slew rams, as oblations to him;itodbes not seem to me to
be necessary to set down the names of these mewh8&o Esdras had
reformed this sin about the marriages of the forgmeed persons, he
reduced that practice to purity, so that it corgithun that state for the time to
come.

5. Now when they kept the feast of tabernaclefenseventh month (3)
and almost all the people were come together theaty went up to the open
part of the temple, to the gate which looked eastwand desired of Esdras
that the laws of Moses might be read to them. Adiogly, he stood in the
midst of the multitude and read them; and this idefrdm morning to noon.
Now, by hearing the laws read to them, they westriicted to be righteous
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men for the present and for the future; but astli@ir past offenses, they
were displeased at themselves, and proceeded daetues on their account,
as considering with themselves that if they hadt kée law, they had
endured none of these miseries which they had mexmsd. But when
Esdras saw them in that disposition, he bade thernaogne, and not weep,
for that it was a festival, and that they ought twotveep thereon, for that it
was not lawful so to do. (4) He exhorted them natbgroceed immediately
to feasting, and to do what was suitable to a feast what was agreeable to
a day of joy; but to let their repentance and serfor their former sins be a
security and a guard to them, that they fell noemaoto the like offenses. So
upon Esdras's exhortation they began to feastyduesh they had so done for
eight days, in their tabernacles, they departethér own homes, singing
hymns to God, and returning thanks to Esdras ferréformation of what
corruptions had been introduced into their settl&m®o it came to pass, that
after he had obtained this reputation among th@lpebe died an old man,
and was buried in a magnificent manner at JerusaMaout the same time it
happened also that Joacim, the high priest, diedt his son Eliasib
succeeded in the high priesthood. 6. Now there avasof those Jews that
had been carried captive who was cup-bearer to Xemges; his name was
Nehemiah. As this man was walking before Susa,ntie¢ropolis of the
Persians, he heard some strangers that were entlencity, after a long
journey, speaking to one another in the Hebrewuengo he went to them,
and asked them whence they came. And when theiveainsas, that they
came from Judea, he began to inquire of them agaiwhat state the
multitude was, and in what condition Jerusalem vaast when they replied
that they were in a bad state (5) for that theilswaere thrown down to the
ground, and that the neighboring nations did atgieal of mischief to the
Jews, while in the day time they overran the coyrand pillaged it, and in
the night did them mischief, insomuch that not\a feere led away captive
out of the country, and out of Jerusalem itself] #Hrat the roads were in the
day time found full of dead men. Hereupon Nehenshhd tears, out of
commiseration of the calamities of his countrymand, looking up to
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heaven, he said, "How long, O Lord, wilt thou ogek our nation, while it
suffers so great miseries, and while we are madepthy and spoil of all
men?" And while he staid at the gate, and lametitad, one told him that
the king was going to sit down to supper; so heanaakte, and went as he
was, without wishing himself, to minister to thengiin his office of cup-
bearer. But as the king was very pleasant aftepesigand more cheerful
than usual, he cast his eyes on Nehemiah, andgskiEmlook sad, he asked
him why he was sad. Whereupon he prayed to Godvi® lgm favor, and
afford him the power of persuading by his wordg] aaid, "How can I, O
king, appear otherwise than thus, and not be wbtey while | hear that the
walls of Jerusalem, the city where are the sepuicloé my fathers, are
thrown down to the ground, and that its gates arsiemed by fire? But do
thou grant me the favor to go and build its watid &o finish the building of
the temple." Accordingly, the king gave him a sigtheat he freely granted
him what he asked; and told him that he shouldycarmr epistle to the
governors, that they might pay him due honor, afficré him whatsoever
assistance he wanted, and as he pleased. "Leavkyofborrow then," said
the king, "and be cheerful in the performance of dififice hereafter." So
Nehemiah worshipped God, and gave the king thaok&is promise, and
cleared up his sad and cloudy countenance, byldasyre he had from the
king's promises. Accordingly, the king called fomithe next day, and gave
him an epistle to be carried to Adeus, the goveaidyria, and Phoenicia,
and Samaria; wherein he sent to him to pay due rhimnblehemiah, and to
supply him with what he wanted for his building.

7. Now when he was come to Babylon, and had takbnham many of
his countrymen, who voluntarily followed him, henoa to Jerusalem in the
twenty and fifth year of the reign of Xerxes. Andhem he had shown the
epistles to God (6) he gave them to Adeus, andhé¢oother governors. He
also called together all the people to Jerusalewh,stéood in the midst of the
temple, and made the following speech to them: "¥onaw, O Jews, that
God hath kept our fathers, Abraham, and lsaac, Zebb, in mind
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continually, and for the sake of their righteousnkeath not left off the care
of you. Indeed he hath assisted me in gaining dbikority of the king to
raise up our wall, and finish what is wanting oé ttemple. | desire you,
therefore who well know the ill-will our neighbogmations bear to us, and
that when once they are made sensible that wenagarnest about building,
they will come upon us, and contrive many ways ledtaucting our works,
that you will, in the first place, put your trust God, as in him that will
assist us against their hatred, and to intermiding neither night nor day,
but to use all diligence, and to hasten on the ywookv we have this especial
opportunity for it." When he had said this, he gawrder that the rulers
should measure the wall, and part the work of ibagnthe people, according
to their villages and cities, as every one's abdiiould require. And when he
had added this promise, that he himself, with Brsants, would assist them,
he dissolved the assembly. So the Jews preparethdowork: that is the
name they are called by from the day that they capnieom Babylon, which
is taken from the tribe of Judah,. which came tiosthese places, and thence
both they and the country gained that appellation.

8. But now when the Ammonites, and Moabites, anda&aans, and all
that inhabited Celesyria, heard that the buildirentvon apace, they took it
heinously, and proceeded to lay snares for thend, tan hinder their
intentions. They also slew many of the Jews, andyisbhow they might
destroy Nehemiah himself, by hiring some of thesiigmers to kill him. They
also put the Jews in fear, and disturbed themsanehd abroad rumors, as if
many nations were ready to make an expedition agahem, by which
means they were harassed, and had almost lefh@fbwilding. But none of
these things could deter Nehemiah from being ditigebout the work; he
only set a number of men about him as a guard $oboidy, and so
unweariedly persevered therein, and was insensild@y trouble, out of his
desire to perfect this work. And thus did he attehy, and with great
forecast, take care of his own safety; not thafdaged death, but of this
persuasion, that if he were dead, the walls forclitigzens would never be
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raised. He also gave orders that the builders ghkeép their ranks, and
have their armor on while they were building. Aatiagly, the mason had
his sword on, as well as he that brought the nagefor building. He also
appointed that their shields should lie very ndaent; and he placed
trumpeters at every five hundred feet, and chatigenh, that if their enemies
appeared, they should give notice of it to the pedpat they might fight in
their armor, and their enemies might not fall uplo®m naked. He also went
about the compass of the city by night, being neliscouraged, neither
about the work itself, nor about his own diet aleég, for he made no use of
those things for his pleasure, but out of neces#dyd this trouble he
underwent for two years and four months; (7) fosinlong a time was the
wall built, in the twenty-eighth year of the reigri Xerxes, in the ninth
month. Now when the walls were finished, Nehemiakl #he multitude
offered sacrifices to God for the building of theamd they continued in
feasting eight days. However, when the nations wiwelt in Syria heard
that the building of the wall was finished, theydhadignation at it. But
when Nehemiah saw that the city was thin of pedmpéeexhorted the priests
and the Levites that they would leave the courgng remove themselves to
the city, and there continue; and he built themslesuat his own expenses;
and he commanded that part of the people which veanployed in
cultivating the land to bring the tithes of thefuifs to Jerusalem, that the
priests and Levites having whereof they might Iparpetually, might not
leave the Divine worship; who willingly hearkeneal the constitutions of
Nehemiah, by which means the city Jerusalem canie tuller of people
than it was before. So when Nehemiah had done mdngy excellent things,
and things worthy of commendation, in a gloriousnnmex, he came to a
great age, and then died. He was a man of a godiginteous disposition,
and very ambitious to make his own nation happy, laa hath left the walls
of Jerusalem as an eternal monument for himsehlv Nas was done in the
days of Xerxes.
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Footnotes:

1. Dr. Hudson takes notice here, that this kind ofbrar copper, or rather
mixture of gold and brass or copper, was calledchalcum, and that
this was of old esteemed the most precious of athfs.

2. This procedure of Esdras, and of the best patteflewish nation, after
their return from the Babylonish captivity, of rexlg the Jewish
marriages, once for all, to the strictness of #ve bf Moses, without any
regard to the greatness of those who had brokenditwithout regard to
that natural affection or compassion for their heatwives, and their
children by them, which made it so hard for Esdtascorrect it,
deserves greatly to be observed and imitated inatkmpts for
reformation among Christians, the contrary condwoting ever been
the bane of true religion, both among Jews and s@ans, while
political views, or human passions, or prudentiatives, are suffered to
take place instead of the Divine laws, and so tlessing of God is
forfeited, and the church still suffered to congnaorrupt from one
generation to another. See ch. 8. sect. 2.

3. This Jewish feast of tabernacles was imitated iversg¢ heathen
solemnities, as Spanheim here observes and prélesalso further
observes presently, what great regard many heathans to the
monuments of their forefathers, as Nehemiah hagl, Isect. 6.

4. This rule of Esdras, not to fast on a festival dmsy,quoted in the
Apostolical Constitutions, B. V., as obtaining argddhristians also.

5. This miserable condition of the Jews, and theintehpmust have been
after the death of Esdras, their former governod bhefore Nehemiah
came with his commission to build the walls of 3afem. Nor is that at
all disagreeable to these histories in Josephunese gtsdras came on the
seventh, and Nehemiah not till the twenty-fifthXarxes, at the interval
of eighteen years.

6. This showing king Xerxes's epistles to God, orrgyihem open before
God in the temple, is very like the laying open thpistles of
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Sennacherib before him also by Hezekiah, 2 King&49saiah 37:14,
although this last was for a memorial, to put hinmind of the enemies,
in order to move the Divine compassion, and thesgmwtas a token of
gratitude for mercies already received, as Hayepcamll observes on
this place.

. It may not be very improper to remark here, withatvlan unusual
accuracy Josephus determines these years of Xénxe®ich the walls
of Jerusalem were built, viz. that Nehemiah cami \wis commission
in the twenty-fifth of Xerxes, that the walls wetwwo years and four
months in building, and that they were finishedtlo@ twenty-eighth of
Xerxes, sect. 7, 8. It may also be remarked fusttiett Josephus hardly
ever mentions more than one infallible astronomataracter, | mean
an eclipse of the moon, and this a little before death of Herod the
Great, Antig. B. XVII. ch. 6. sect. 4. Now on these chronological
characters in great measure depend some of theimpsttant points
belonging to Christianity, viz. the explication D&niel's seventy weeks,
and the duration of our Savior's ministry, and tinge of his death, in
correspondence to those seventy weeks. See thdefhe to the Lit.
Accorap. of Proph. p. 72.
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Chapter 6

Artaxerxes, Esther and Mordecali

1. After the death of Xerxes, the kingdom cameeddransferred to his
son Cyrus, whom the Greeks called Artaxerxes. Whiesnman had obtained
the government over the Persians, the whole naifotihe Jews, (1) with
their wives and children, were in danger of penghithe occasion whereof
we shall declare in a little time; for it is propar the first place, to explain
somewhat relating to this king, and how he camen&wry a Jewish wife,
who was herself of the royal family also, and whaelated to have saved
our nation; for when Artaxerxes had taken the kowgd and had set
governors over the hundred twenty and seven presinfrom India even
unto Ethiopia, in the third year of his reign, hada a costly feast for his
friends, and for the nations of Persia, and foirtgevernors, such a one as
was proper for a king to make, when he had a modnake a public
demonstration of his riches, and this for a hundred fourscore days; after
which he made a feast for other nations, and feirtambassadors, at
Shushan, for seven days. Now this feast was ordeftdt the manner
following: He caused a tent to be pitched, whicls\wapported by pillars of
gold and silver, with curtains of linen and purglegread over them, that it
might afford room for many ten thousands to sit doWwhe cups with which
the waiters ministered were of gold, and adorneith wrecious stones, for
pleasure and for sight. He also gave order to ¢heasts that they should not
force them to drink, by bringing them wine contiliyaas is the practice of
the Persians, but to permit every one of the guestsjoy himself according
to his own inclination. Moreover, he sent messesndlerough the country,
and gave order that they should have a remissidghenf labors, and should
keep a festival many days, on account of his kingdin like manner did
Vashti the queen gather her guests together, amt riiem a feast in the
palace. Now the king was desirous to show her, whkoeeded all other
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women in beauty, to those that feasted with hingd ae sent some to
command her to come to his feast. But she, ouegnd to the laws of the
Persians, which forbid the wives to be seen byngtes, did not go to the
king (2) and though he oftentimes sent the eunuchser, she did
nevertheless stay away, and refused to come,hell king was so much
irritated, that he brake up the entertainment, rasseé up, and called for those
seven who had the interpretation of the laws cotbewhito them, and accused
his wife, and said that he had been affronted by lbecause that when she
was frequently called by him to his feast, she wid obey him once. He
therefore gave order that they should inform hinaindould be done by the
law against her. So one of them, whose name wasudam said that this
affront was offered not to him alone, but to ak tRersians, who were in
danger of leading their lives very ill with theirwes, if they must be thus
despised by them; for that none of their wives widudve any reverence for
their husbands, if they had" such an example abgamce in the queen
towards thee, who rulest over all." Accordingly, éxhorted him to punish
her, who had been guilty of so great an affrorttito, after a severe manner;
and when he had so done, to publish to the natvdre had been decreed
about the queen. So the resolution was to put Yasydy, and to give her
dignity to another woman.

2. But the king having been fond of her, did notleear a separation,
and yet by the law he could not admit of a recasundn; so he was under
trouble, as not having it in his power to do whatdesired to do. But when
his friends saw him so uneasy, they advised himmagi the memory of his
wife, and his love for her, out of his mind, butdend abroad over all the
habitable earth, and to search out for comely nggand to take her whom
he should best like for his wife, because his pas$or his former wife
would be quenched by the introduction of anothed t@ne kindness he had
for Vashti would be withdrawn from her, and be pldon her that was with
him. Accordingly, he was persuaded to follow thiwiae, and gave order to
certain persons to choose out of the virgins thatewn his kingdom those
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that were esteemed the most comely. So when a greaber of these
virgins were gathered together, there was foundmasel in Babylon, whose
parents were both dead, and she was brought upghestincle Mordecai, for
that was her uncle's name. This uncle was of the of Benjamin, and was
one of the principal persons among the Jews. N@roNed that this damsel,
whose name was Esther, was the most beautifull dhalrest, and that the
grace of her countenance drew the eyes of the adpestprincipally upon
her. So she was committed to one of the eunuctekéthe care of her; and
she was very exactly provided with sweet odorsgrieat plenty, and with
costly ointments, such as her body required tormnéed withal; and this
was used for six months by the virgins, who wer@umber four hundred.
And when the eunuch thought the virgins had bedincmntly purified, in
the fore-mentioned time, and were now fit to gthi® king's bed, he sent one
to be with the king ever day. So when he had acemmegd with her, he sent
her back to the eunuch; and when Esther had comerphe was pleased
with her, and fell in love with the damsel, and ned her, and made her his
lawful wife, and kept a wedding feast for her oe tiwvelfth month of the
seventh year of his reign, which was called Adar .dtso sent angari, as they
are called, or messengers, unto every nation, awk @rders that they
should keep a feast for his marriage, while he bifnseated the Persians
and the Medes, and the principal men of the natifimsa whole month, on
account of this his marriage. Accordingly, Esthame to his royal palace,
and he set a diadem on her head. And thus was rbstaeied, without
making known to the king what nation she was derifrem. Her uncle also
removed from Babylon to Shushan, and dwelt thee@doevery day about
the palace, and inquiring how the damsel did, foidved her as though she
had been his own daughter.

3. Now the king had made a law, (3) that none sfdwn people should
approach him unless he were called, when he sat bgothrone and men,
with axes in their hands, stood round about hisrtey in order to punish
such as approached to him without being called. é@r, the king sat with
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a golden scepter in his hand, which he held outwiehad a mind to save
any one of those that approached to him withoundealled, and he who
touched it was free from danger. But of this matier have discoursed
sufficiently.

4. Some time after this [two eunuchs], Bigthan dretesh, plotted
against the king; and Barnabazus, the servant@bbéthe eunuchs, being by
birth a Jew, was acquainted with their conspirasyd discovered it to the
gueen's uncle; and Mordecai, by the means of Estiiede the conspirators
known to the king. This troubled the king; but hecdvered the truth, and
hanged the eunuchs upon a cross, while at thathangave no reward |: to
Mordecai, who had been the occasion of his presentaHe only bid the
scribes to set down his name in the records, ahthim stay in the palace, as
an intimate friend of the king.

5. Now there was one Haman, the son of Amedathapilth an
Amalekite, that used to go in to the king; and tbeeigners and Persians
worshipped him, as Artaxerxes had commanded that konor should be
paid to him; but Mordecai was so wise, and so olasgr of his own
country's laws, that he would not worship the mdh \When Haman
observed this, he inquired whence he came; and Wwhamderstood that he
was a Jew, he had indignation at him, and saidinvliimself, that whereas
the Persians, who were free men, worshipped him, rttan, who was no
better than a slave, does not vouchsafe to do sd. when he desired to
punish Mordecai, he thought it too small a thingaquest of the king that he
alone might be punished; he rather determined tdiskbthe whole nation,
for he was naturally an enemy to the Jews, bec#lusenation of the
Amalekites, of which he was; had been destroyethby. Accordingly he
came to the king, and accused them, saying, "Tie® certain wicked
nation, and it is dispersed over all the habitaddeth the was under his
dominion; a nation separate from others, unsocjamd&her admitting the
same sort of Divine worship that others do, nongisaws like to the laws of
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others, at enmity with thy people, and with all méoth in their manners
and practices. Now, if thou wilt be a benefactorthy subjects, thou wilt
give order to destroy them utterly, and not ledwe Ieast remains of them,
nor preserve any of them, either for slaves océgptives." :But that the king
might not be damnified by the loss of the tributdsch the Jews paid him,
Haman promised to give him out of his own estat@yfthousand talents
whensoever he pleased; and he said he would payntbey very willingly,
that the kingdom might. be freed from such a misioe.

6. When Haman had made this petition, the king lbothave him the
money, and granted him the men, to do what he woeutd them. So
Haman, having gained what he desired, sent out dratedy a decree, as
from the king, to all nations, the contents whenaefe these: "Artaxerxes,
the great king, to the rulers of the hundred twentgl seven provinces, from
India to Ethiopia, sends this writing. Whereas Vvdngoverned many nations,
and obtained the dominions of all the habitabl¢heaccording to my desire,
and have not been obliged to do any thing thahs®lent or cruel to my
subjects by such my power, but have showed mysgtf and gentle, by
taking care of their peace and good order, and saught how they might
enjoy those blessings for all time to come. And rehs | have been kindly
informed by Haman, who, on account of his prudearoe justice, is the first
in my esteem, and in dignity, and only second tseify for his fidelity and
constant good-will to me, that there is an ill-matlination intermixed with
all mankind, that is averse to our laws, and ndjestt to kings, and of a
different conduct of life from others, that hatethmonarchy, and of a
disposition that is pernicious to our affairs, Vgiorder that all these men, of
whom Haman our second father hath informed us,dstralyed, with their
wives and children, and that none of them be spaed that none prefer
pity to them before obedience to this decree. Ansl It will to be executed
on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month of thriesent year, that so when
all that have enmity to us are destroyed, and ithisne day, we may be
allowed to lead the rest of our lives in peace &kee." Now when this
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decree was brought to the cities, and to the cguatl were ready for the
destruction and entire abolishment of the Jewsjnagahe day before
mentioned; and they were very hasty about it atsBamn, in particular.
Accordingly, the king and Haman spent their timdaasting together with
good cheer and wine, but the city was in disorder.

7. Now when Mordecai was informed of what was ddme,rent his
clothes, and put on sackcloth, and sprinkled aspes his head, and went
about the city, crying out, that "a nation that Hmegn injurious to no man
was to be destroyed." And he went on saying thufaass to the king's
palace, and there he stood, for it was not lawdulhim to go into it in that
habit. The same thing was done by all the Jewswkat in the several cities
wherein this decree was published, with lamentatamal mourning, on
account of the calamities denounced against theum.aB soon as certain
persons had told the queen that Mordecai stoodrdetioe court in a
mourning habit, she was disturbed at this repod, gent out such as should
change his garments; but when he could not be eduo put off his
sackcloth, because the sad occasion that forcedchjput it on was not yet
ceased, she called the eunuch Acratheus, for heheaspresent, and sent
him to Mordecai, in order to know of him what sattident had befallen
him, for which he was in mourning, and would not pff the habit he had
put on at her desire. Then did Mordecai informehauch of the occasion of
his mourning, and of the decree which was sentheyking into all the
country, and of the promise of money whereby Hanmmought the
destruction of their nation. He also gave him aycopwhat was proclaimed
at Shushan, to be carried to Esther; and he chdrgetb petition the king
about this matter, and not to think it a dishont@ahing in her to put on a
humble habit, for the safety of her nation, whergne might deprecate the
ruin of the Jews, who were in danger of it; fortthlaman, whose dignity
was only inferior to that of the king, had accusieel Jews, and had irritated
the king against them. When she was informed &f the sent to Mordecai
again, and told him that she was not called bykthg, and that he who goes
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in to him without being called, is to be slain, esgd when he is willing to
save any one, he holds out his golden sceptentphit that to whomsoever
he does so, although he go in without being catleat, person is so far from
being slain, that he obtains pardon, and is egtpetserved. Now when the
eunuch carried this message from Esther to Mordéeabade him also tell
her that she must not only provide for her own @nestion, but for the
common preservation of her nation, for that if simwv neglected this
opportunity, there would certainly arise help terthfrom God some other
way, but she and her father's house would be destrby those whom she
now despised. But Esther sent the very same euback to Mordecai [to
desire him] to go to Shushan, and to gather thes deat were there together
to a congregation, and to fast and abstain fromsaits of food, on her
account, and [to let him know that] she with heideas would do the same:
and then she promised that she would go to the kimugigh it were against
the law, and that if she must die for it, she waudd refuse it.

8. Accordingly, Mordecai did as Esther had enjoihed, and made the
people fast; and he besought God, together witmthet to overlook his
nation, particularly at this time, when it was gpito be destroyed; but that,
as he had often before provided for them, and ¥ergi when they had
sinned, so he would now deliver them from that mesion which was
denounced against them; for although it was nottradl nation that had
offended, yet must they so ingloriously be slamg #ghat he was himself the
occasion of the wrath of Haman, "Because," said'lhéid not worship him,
nor could | endure to pay that honor to him whiahsed to pay to thee, O
Lord; for upon that his anger hath he contrived timesent mischief against
those that have not transgressed thy laws." Thes samplications did the
multitude put up, and entreated that God would jpe¥or their deliverance,
and free the Israelites that were in all the efxdm this calamity which was
now coming upon them, for they had it before tlegies, and expected its
coming. Accordingly, Esther made supplication todGdter the manner of
her country, by casting herself down upon the eaatid putting on her
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mourning garments, and bidding farewell to meat aimohk, and all
delicacies, for three days' time; and she entre@ed to have mercy upon
her, and make her words appear persuasive to tigg kind render her
countenance more beautiful than it was before, lto#tt by her words and
beauty she might succeed, for the averting of ting'« anger, in case he
were at all irritated against her, and for the otaison of those of her own
country, now they were in the utmost danger ofgbang; as also that he
would excite a hatred in the king against the emsroif the Jews, and those
that had contrived their future destruction, ifythroved to be contemned by
him.

9. When Esther had used this supplication for tltags, she put off
those garments, and changed her habit, and addtmeself as became a
gueen, and took two of her handmaids with herotie of which supported
her, as she gently leaned upon her, and the athewgd after, and lifted up
her large train (which swept along the ground) witie extremities of her
fingers. And thus she came to the king, having wstohg redness in her
countenance, with a pleasant agreeableness irehavior; yet did she go in
to him with fear; and as soon as she was come aya&nst him, as he was
sitting on his throne, in his royal apparel, whighs a garment interwoven
with gold and precious stones, which made him seeimer more terrible,
especially when he looked at her somewhat sevasly with a countenance
on fire with anger, her joints failed her immedigi®ut of the dread she was
in, and she fell down sideways in a swoon: butkimg changed his mind,
which happened, as | suppose, by the will of God, \&was concerned for his
wife, lest her fear should bring some very ill thinpon her, and he leaped
from his throne, and took her in his arms, and veoed her, by embracing
her, and speaking comfortably to her, and exhortie@gto be of good cheer,
and not to suspect any thing that was sad on atajumer coming to him
without being called, because that law was madesddijects, but that she,
who was a queen, as well as he a king, might beebnsecure; and as he
said this, he put the scepter into her hand, aiddhia rod upon her neck, on

42



account of the law; and so freed her from her féard after she had
recovered herself by these encouragements, she'sbidord, it is not easy
for me, on the sudden, to say what hath happepedsfsoon as | saw thee
to be great, and comely, and terrible, my spirpadéed from me, and | had
no soul left in me." And while it was with difficty, and in a low voice, that
she could say thus much, the king was in a greabhya@nd disorder, and
encouraged Esther to be of good cheer, and to ekp#er fortune, since he
was ready, if occasion should require it, to gtagtthe half of his kingdom.
Accordingly, Esther desired that he and his frietastnan would come to her
to a banquet, for she said she had prepared arsigogem. He consented to
it; and when they were there, as they were drinkiegbid Esther to let him
know what she desired; for that she should notibapgointed though she
should desire the half of his kingdom. But she @ffitthe discovery of her
petition till the next day, if he would come agaiagether with Haman, to
her banquet.

10. Now when the king had promised so to do, Hamant away very
glad, because he alone had the honor of suppiry tivé king at Esther's
banquet, and because no one else partook of the Banor with kings but
himself, yet when he saw Mordecai in the court, laas very much
displeased, for he paid him no manner of respeamie saw him. So he
went home and called for his wife Zeresh, and henéls, and when they
were come, he showed them what honor he enjoyedmiptfrom the king,
but from the queen also, for as he alone had thst slipped with her,
together with the king, so was he also invited mdar the next day; yet,"
said he, "am | not pleased to see Mordecai theidetwe court." Hereupon
his wife Zeresh advised him to give order that ikoga should be made fifty
cubits high, and that in the morning he should @skf the king that
Mordecai might be hanged thereon. So he commeneeddvice, and gave
order to his servants to prepare the gallows, angldace it in the court, for
the punishment of Mordecai thereon, which was atinglty prepared. But
God laughed to scorn the wicked expectations of &gnand as he knew
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what the event would be, he was delighted at rttHat night he took away
the king's sleep; and as the king was not willmdose the time of his lying
awake, but to spend it in something that might lbeadvantage to his
kingdom, he commanded the scribe to bring him tireracles of the former
kings, and the records of his own actions; and wermad brought them,
and was reading them, one was found to have raet@w®untry on account
of his excellent management on a certain occasad, the name of the
country was set down; another was found to haveah@a@sent made him on
account of his fidelity: then the scribe came tg@tBan and Teresh, the
eunuchs that had made a conspiracy against the winigh Mordecai had

discovered; and when the scribe said no more lait &md was going on to
another history, the king stopped him, and inquitedhether it was not

added that Mordecai had a reward given him?" andmwhie said there was
no such addition, he bade him leave off; and hained of those that were
appointed for that purpose, what hour of the nigias; and when he was
informed that it was already day, he gave ordext, ifthey found any one of
his friends already come, and standing before thetcthey should tell him.

Now it happened that Haman was found there, fovag come sooner than
ordinary to petition the king to have Mordecai poitdeath; and when the
servants said that Haman was before the courtjchthém call him in; and

when he was come in, he said, "Because | knowthmat art my only fast

friend, | desire thee to give me advice how | maydr one that | greatly
love, and that after a manner suitable to my magmte." Now Haman

reasoned with himself, that what opinion he shagikk it would be for

himself, since it was he alone who was belovedneyking: so he gave that
advice which he thought of all other the best; Hersaid, "If thou wouldst

truly honor a man whom thou sayest thou dost |gwes order that he may
ride on horseback, with the same garment on whioh tvearest, and with a
gold chain about his neck, and let one of thy iatenfriends go before him,
and proclaim through the whole city, that whosoetlex king honoreth

obtaineth this mark of his honor." This was theieglwhich Haman gave,
out of a supposal that such a reward would comarntself. Hereupon the
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king was pleased with the advice, and said, "Ga therefore, for thou hast
the horse, the garment, and the chain, ask for &taidthe Jew, and give
him those things, and go before his horse and airachccordingly; for thou

art," said he, "my intimate friend, and hast givea good advice; be thou
then the minister of what thou hast advised mél'tos shall be his reward
from us, for preserving my life." When he heardstimrder, which was
entirely unexpected, he was confounded in his mamd, knew not what to
do. However, he went out and led the horse, ank the purple garment,
and the golden chain for the neck, and finding Mead before the court,
clothed in sackcloth, he bid him put that garmetffif and put the purple

garment on. But Mordecali, not knowing the truththed matter, but thinking
that it was done in mockery, said, "O thou wretble, vilest of all mankind,

dost thou thus laugh at our calamities?" But whenmMas satisfied that the
king bestowed this honor upon him, for the delimeehe had procured him
when he convicted the eunuchs who had conspireshsigam, he put on

that purple garment which the king always wore, patthe chain about his
neck, and got on horseback, and went round the wihyle Haman went

before and proclaimed, "This shall be the rewardcivithe king will bestow

on every one whom he loves, and esteems worthpmdii' And when they

had gone round the city, Mordecai went in to thegkibut Haman went
home, out of shame, and informed his wife and &sermof what had

happened, and this with tears; who said, that heldvoever be able to be
revenged of Mordecali, for that God was with him.

11. Now while these men were thus talking one totlar, Esther's
eunuchs hastened Haman away to come to suppeoneudf the eunuchs,
named Sabuchadas, saw the gallows that was fixéthman's house, and
inquired of one of his servants for what purpossythad prepared it. So he
knew that it was for the queen's uncle, becausedamas about to petition
the king that he might be punished; but at prebenheld his peace. Now
when the king, with Haman, were at the banquetdsred the queen to tell
him what gifts she desired to obtain, and assuexdtlimt she should have
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whatsoever she had a mind to. She then lamentedhtiger her people were
in; and said that "she and her nation were givetoupe destroyed, and that
she, on that account, made this her petition;gshatwould not have troubled
him if he had only given order that they shouldsbél into bitter servitude,
for such a misfortune would not have been intoliesabut she desired that
they might be delivered from such destruction." Aviten the king inquired
of her whom was the author of this misery to thehe then openly accused
Haman, and convicted him, that he had been theeadgigkstrument of this,
and had formed this plot against them. When the kiras hereupon in
disorder, and was gone hastily out of the banqutet the gardens, Haman
began to intercede with Esther, and to beseectoHergive him, as to what
he had offended, for he perceived that he wasverg bad case. And as he
had fallen upon the queen's bed, and was makinglisapon to her, the
king came in, and being still more provoked at what saw, "O thou
wretch," said he, "thou vilest of mankind, dostuham to force in wife?"
And when Haman was astonished at this, and not tab#peak one word
more, Sabuchadas the eunuch came in and accusedniHand said," He
found a gallows at his house, prepared for Morddoatthat the servant told
him so much upon his inquiry, when he was sentito to call him to
supper." He said further, that the gallows way ftfibits high: which, when
the king heard, he determined that Haman shouloubéhed after no other
manner than that which had been devised by himnag#ordecai; so he
gave order immediately that he should be hung upose gallows, and be
put to death after that manner. And from henceninoa forbear to admire
God, and to learn hence his wisdom and his justicepnly in punishing the
wickedness of Haman, but in so disposing it, treasiould undergo the very
same punishment which he had contrived for another;also because
thereby he teaches others this lesson, that whathieifs any one prepares
against another, he, without knowing of it, firehtrives it against himself.

12. Wherefore Haman, who had immoderately abusedomor he had
from the king, was destroyed after this manner, #ra king granted his
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estate to the queen. He also called for Mordedau, Esther had informed
him that she was akin to him,) and gave that rom$ylordecai which he had
before given to Haman. The queen also gave Hamestede to Mordecai;
and prayed the king to deliver the nation of thesl&om the fear of death,
and showed him what had been written over all thentry by Haman the
son of Ammedatha; for that if her country were dwstd, and her
countrymen were to perish, she could not bearvto hierself any longer. So
the king promised her that he would not do any ghthat should be
disagreeable to her, nor contradict what she déshat he bid her write
what she pleased about the Jews, in the king's ,ramdeseal it with his seal,
and send it to all his kingdom, for that those wiead epistles whose
authority is secured by having the king's seal Hent, would no way
contradict what was written therein. So he commadritie king's scribes to
be sent for, and to write to the nations, on thesJéehalf, and to his
lieutenants and governors, that were over his rechdwenty and seven
provinces, from India to Ethiopia. Now the conteofsthis epistle were
these: "The great king Artaxerxes to our rulersl tnose that are our faithful
subjects, sendeth greeting. (5) Many men therenvéu@® on account of the
greatness of the benefits bestowed on them, aralbef the honor which
they have obtained from the wonderful kind treatnedrihose that bestowed
it, are not only injurious to their inferiors, bdb not scruple to do evil to
those that have been their benefactors, as if Wwmyd take away gratitude
from among men, and by their insolent abuse of figtefits as they never
expected, they turn the abundance they have agtinse that are the
authors of it, and suppose they shall lie concefimd God in that case, and
avoid that vengeance which comes from him. Sombaede men, when they
have had the management of affairs committed tm the their friends, and
bearing private malice of their own against sontee, by deceiving those
that have the power, persuade them to be angrchtas have done them no
harm, till they are in danger of perishing, and thy laying accusations and
calumnies: nor is this state of things to be disted by ancient examples, or
such as we have learned by report only, but by seramples of such
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impudent attempts under our own eyes; so that rnoisfit to attend any

longer to calumnies and accusations, nor to thsupsrons of others, but to
determine what any one knows of himself to havenlreally done, and to
punish what justly deserves it, and to grant farorsuch as are innocent.
This hath been the case of Haman, the son of Aminaddy birth an

Amalekite, and alien from the blood of the Persianbo, when he was
hospitably entertained by us, and partook of thadkess which we bear to
all men to so great a degree, as to be called tmerfaand to be all along
worshipped, and to have honor paid him by all ia $econd rank after the
royal honor due to ourselves, he could not beagbad fortune, nor govern
the magnitude of his prosperity with sound reasomy, he made a
conspiracy against me and my life, who gave him #&ughority, by

endeavoring to take away Mordecai, my benefactad, my savior, and by
basely and treacherously requiring to have Estherpartner of my life, and
of my dominion, brought to destruction; for he corgd by this means to
deprive me of my faithful friends, and transfer gwrernment to others: (6)
but since | perceived that these Jews, that weréhisypernicious fellow

devoted to destruction, were not wicked men, buatdoated their lives after
the best manner, and were men dedicated to thehipoo$ that God who

hath preserved the kingdom to me and to my ancgstaio not only free

them from the punishment which the former epistidich was sent by
Haman, ordered to be inflicted on them, to whiclyati refuse obedience,
you shall do well; but | will that they have all mar paid to them.

Accordingly, | have hanged up the man that contrigach things against
them, with his family, before the gates of Shushaaf punishment being
sent upon him by God, who seeth all things. Andveg/ou in charge, that
you publicly propose a copy of this epistle throwadlhmy kingdom, that the
Jews may be permitted peaceably to use their ows, land that you assist
them, that at the same season whereto their misegatate did belong, they
may defend themselves the very same day from unjudence, the

thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is Adérsr God hath made that
day a day of salvation instead of a day of destsadb them; and may it be
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a good day to those that wish us well, and a mexhofithe punishment of
the conspirators against us: and | will that yocketaotice, that every city,
and every nation, that shall disobey any thing thabntained in this epistle,
shall be destroyed by fire and sword. Howeverthet epistle be published
through all the country that is under our obedierzrcel let all the Jews, by
all means, be ready against the day before memtjdhat they may avenge
themselves upon their enemies."

13. Accordingly, the horsemen who carried the é&sgbroceeded on the
ways which they were to go with speed: but as fardécai, as soon as he
had assumed the royal garment, and the crown df gald had put the chain
about his neck, he went forth in a public procassamd when the Jews who
were at Shushan saw him in so great honor withkihg, they thought his
good fortune was common to themselves also, andajoy a beam of
salvation encompassed the Jews, both those thatiwéhne cities, and those
that were in the countries, upon the publicationtieé king's letters,
insomuch that many even of other nations circunacteeir foreskin for fear
of the Jews, that they might procure safety to selues thereby; for on the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which accoglio the Hebrews is called
Adar, but according to the Macedonians, Dystrugpsé¢hthat carried the
king's epistle gave them notice, that the samevaagrein their danger was
to have been, on that very day should they destrey enemies. But now
the rulers of the provinces, and the tyrants, dmdkings, and the scribes,
had the Jews in esteem; for the fear they werd Mardecai forced them to
act with discretion. Now when the royal decree waie to all the country
that was subject to the king, it fell out that thews at Shushan slew five
hundred of their enemies; and when the king hadl Esther the number of
those that were slain in that city, but did not lvkelow what had been done
in the provinces, he asked her whether she wouwd hay thing further done
against them, for that it should be done accorgingbon which she desired
that the Jews might be permitted to treat theirai@emg enemies in the same
manner the next day; as also that they might haegtdn sons of Haman
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upon the gallows. So the king permitted the Jew® sitp, as desirous not to
contradict Esther. So they gathered themselvesthiegeagain on the
fourteenth day of the month Dystrus, and slew altoige hundred of their
enemies, but touched nothing of what riches thel MNow there were slain
by the Jews that were in the country, and in thesotities, seventy-five
thousand of their enemies, and these were slaith@ihirteenth day of the
month, and the next day they kept as a festivdikenmanner the Jews that
were in Shushan gathered themselves togethereastefl on the fourteenth
day, and that which followed it; whence it is tieaen now all the Jews that
are in the habitable earth keep these days fesawa send portions to one
another. Mordecai also wrote to the Jews that livedhe kingdom of
Artaxerxes to observe these days, and celebrata Hee festivals, and to
deliver them down to posterity, that this festiwaight continue for all time
to come, and that it might never be buried in abhy for since they were
about to be destroyed on these days by Haman wbaild do a right thing,
upon escaping the danger in them, and on thenctinfj punishment on
their enemies, to observe those days, and givek¢shemGod on them; for
which cause the Jews still keep the forementiorege,dand call them days
of Phurim [or Purim.] (7) And Mordecai became aajrand illustrious
person with the king, and assisted him in the govent of the people. He
also lived with the queen; so that the affairs lné tJews were, by their
means, better than they could ever have hopedifat.this was the state of
the Jews under the reign of Artaxerxes.

Footnotes:

1. Since some skeptical persons are willing to dis¢hislBook of Esther
as no true history; and even our learned and jodscDr. Wall, in his
late posthumous Critical Notes upon all the othebitdw books of the
Old Testament, gives none upon the Canticles, anugsther, and
seems thereby to give up this book, as well asivesgip the Canticles,
as indefensible; | shall venture to say, that atnalk the objections
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against this Book of Esther are gone at oncesifiya certainly ought to
do, and as Dean Prideaux has justly done, we glaséhistory under
Artsxerxes Longimanus, as do both the Septuagietrpretation and
Josephus. The learned Dr. Lee, in his posthumosseiation on the
Second Book of Esdras, p. 25, also says, thattt'tile of this history is
demonstrated by the feast of Purlin, kept up froat time to this very
day. And this surprising providential revolution favor of a captive
people, thereby constantly commemorated, standeth epon a firmer
basis than that there ever was such a man as KexgaAder [the Great]
in the world, of whose reign there is no such algdinonument at this
day to be found any where. Nor will they, | darg,s&ho quarrel at this
or any other of the sacred histories, find it ayveasy matter to
reconcile the different accounts which were givenhistorians of the
affairs of this king, or to confirm any one factlwt whatever with the
same evidence which is here given for the principat in this sacred
book, or even so much as to prove the existencguoh a person, of
whom so great things are related, but. upon grarihirs Book of Esther,
or sixth of Esdras, (as it is placed in some ofrtlst ancient copies of
the Vulgate,) to be a most true and certain histatc.

. If the Chaldee paraphrast be in the right, thatxXetxes intended to
show Vashti to his guests naked, it is no wondatlahat she would not
submit to such an indignity; but still if it wer®iso gross as that, yet it
might, in the king's cups, be done in a way so ¢edé as the Persian
laws would not then bear, no more than the commaars lof modesty.
And that the king had some such design seems nptobmble, for
otherwise the principal of these royal guests cdngldho strangers to the
gueen, nor unapprized of her beauty, so far asndgcadmitted.
However, since Providence was now paving the wayhi® introduction
of a Jewess into the king's affections, in ordebriag about one of the
most wonderful deliverances which the Jewish or atiner nation ever
had, we need not be further solicitous about thévwe® by which the
king was induced to divorce Vashti, and marry Esthe
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3. Herodotus says that this law [against any one'sigpmncalled to the
kings of Persia when they were sitting on theioti@s] was first enacted
by Deioces [i.e. by him who first withdrew the Meaeddérom the
dominion of the Assyrians, and himself first reign@ver them]. Thus
also, lays Spanheim, stood guards, with their aabeut the throne of
Tenus, or Tenudus, that the offender might by theen punished
immediately.

4. Whether this adoration required of Mordecai to Hameere by him
deemed too like the adoration due only to God,osgphus seems here
to think, as well as the Septuagint interpretes®,aby their translation
of Esther 13:12-14, or whether he thought he oughtay no sort of
adoration to an Amalekite, which nation had beerhayreat sinners as
to have been universally devoted to destructioiibd himself, Exodus
17:14-16; 1 Samuel 15:18, or whether both causesweed, cannot
now, | doubt, be certainly determined.

5. The true reason why king Artaxerxes did not hem@perly revoke his
former barbarous decree for the universal slaugiftédre Jews, but only
empowered and encouraged the Jews to fight for livess, and to Kill
their enemies, if they attempted their destructegems to have been
that old law of the Medes and Persians, not yetdaide, that whatever
decree was signed both by the king and his lordédceot be changed,
but remained unalterable, Daniel 6:7-9, 12, 15 Hsther 1:19; 8:8. And
Haman having engrossed the royal favor might perHagve himself
signed this decree for the Jews' slaughter instéatie ancient lords,
and so might have rendered it by their rules iroande.

6. These words give an intimation as if Artaxerxespsgsed a deeper
design in Haman than openly appeared, viz. thatwkmgp the Jews
would be faithful to him, and that he could nevansfer the crown to
his own family, who was an Agagite, Esther 3:1, d0of the posterity
of Agag, the old king of the Amalekites, 1 Samu®i8] 32, 33, while
they were alive, and spread over all his dominiohs, therefore
endeavored to destroy them. Nor is it to me impbtdahat those
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seventy-five thousand eight hundred of the Jewshmass which were
soon destroyed by the Jews, on the permissioneokiting, which must
be on some great occasion, were Amalekites, tidirand hereditary
enemies, Exodus 17:14, 15; and that thereby wdslddl Balaam's
prophecy, "Amalek was the first of the nations, bi#t latter end shall
be, that he perish for ever" Numbers 24:20.

. Take here part of Reland's note on this disputesgdggee: "In Josephus's
copies these Hebrew words, 'days of Purim," ots,'las in the Greek
copies of Esther, ch. 9:26, 28-32, is read 'dayRhafrim," or 'days of
protection,’ but ought to be read' days of Paras,in the Hebrew; than
which creation," says he, "nothing is more certafnd had we any
assurance that Josephus's copy mentioned thentgadtilots," as our
other copies do, Esther 3:7, | should fully agrath\Reland; but, as it
now stands, it seems to me by no means certaino Ass whole Book
of Esther in the present Hebrew copy, it is so vergerfect, in a case
where the providence of God was so very remarkable] the
Septuagint and Josephus have so much of religiat, it has not so
much as the name of God once in it; and it is harsay who made that
epitome which the Masorites have given us for teeugne book itself;
no religious Jews could well be the authors ofwhose education
obliged them to have a constant regard to God,vématsoever related
to his worship; nor do we know that there ever s@asmperfect a copy
of it in the world till after the days of Barchodhan the second century.
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Chapter 7

The Actions of Sanballat

1. When Eliashib the high priest was dead, his &afas succeeded in
the high priesthood; and when he was dead, hislebn took that dignity;
on whose account it was also that Bagoses, therggemd another
Artaxerxes's army, (1) polluted the temple, andasga tributes on the Jews,
that out of the public stock, before they offerbe daily sacrifices, they
should pay for every lamb fifty shekels. Now Jesas the brother of John,
and was a friend of Bagoses, who had promised aocupe him the high
priesthood. In confidence of whose support, Jesiasrgled with John in the
temple, and so provoked his brother, that in higearis brother slew him.
Now it was a horrible thing for John, when he waghlpriest, to perpetrate
SO great a crime, and so much the more horribks, tthrere never was so
cruel and impious a thing done, neither by the &eror Barbarians.
However, God did not neglect its punishment, bet people were on that
very account enslaved, and the temple was pollotethe Persians. Now
when Bagoses, the general of Artaxerxes's armyywkhat John, the high
priest of the Jews, had slain his own brother Jasuke temple, he came
upon the Jews immediately, and began in angerydas#em," Have you
had the impudence to perpetrate a murder in youple?" And as he was
aiming to go into the temple, they forbade himsda; but he said to them,"
Am not | purer than he that was slain in the tef@plkend when he had said
these words, he went into the temple. AccordinBgoses made use of this
pretense, and punished the Jews seven years forutter of Jesus.

2. Now when John had departed this life, his saldda succeeded in
the high priesthood. He had a brother, whose nam® Manasseh. :Now
there was one Sanballat, who was sent by Daries|atst king [of Persia],
into Samaria. He was a Cutheam by birth; of whitbcls were the
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Samaritans also. This man knew that the city J&osavas a famous city,
and that their kings had given a great deal ofttl®to the Assyrians, and the
people of Celesyria; so that he willingly gave ti#sighter, whose name was
Nicaso, in marriage to Manasseh, as thinking thisnee by marriage would
be a pledge and security that the nation of thesJgwould continue their
good-will to him.

Footnote:

1. Concerning this other Artaxerxes, called Muemong dhe Persian
affliction and captivity of the Jews under him, asmned by the murder
of the high priest's brother in the holy houselfifsee Authent. Rec. at
large, p. 49. And if any wonder why Josephus wholiyits the rest of
the kings of Persia after Artaxerxes Mnemon, tdl dame to their last
king Darius, who was conquered by Alexander theaGreshall give
them Vossius's and Dr. Hudson's answer, thoughyimwn words, viz.
that Josephus did not do ill in admitting thosegkif Persia with whom
the Jews had no concern, because he was givingdtoey of the Jews,
and not of the Persians [which is a sufficient ogaglso why he entirely
omits the history and the Book of Job, as not paldrly relating to that
nation]. He justly therefore returns to the Jevaffairs after the death of
Longimanus, without any intention of Darius Il. bed Artaxerxes
Mnemon, or of Ochus or Arogus, as the Canon ofeatglnames them,
after him. Nor had he probably mentioned this othdaxerxes, unless
Bagoses, one of the governors and commanders unider had
occasioned the pollution of the Jewish temple, lzaxdi greatly distressed
the Jews upon that pollution.
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Chapter 8

Alexander the Great Made his Entry into the City
Jerusalem

1. About this time it was that Philip, king of Matm, was
treacherously assaulted and slain at Egae by Pagsdme son of Cerastes,
who was derived from the family of Oreste, and Bmn Alexander
succeeded him in the kingdom; who, passing oveHidléespont, overcame
the generals of Darius's army in a battle foughBnicum. So he marched
over Lydia, and subdued lonia, and overran Cand,fall upon the places of
Pamphylia, as has been related elsewhere.

2. But the elders of Jerusalem being very uneaay tte brother of
Jaddua the high priest, though married to a foerigehould be a partner
with him in the high priesthood, quarreled with hifor they esteemed this
man's marriage a step to such as should be desifamansgressing about
the marriage of [strange] wives, and that this oo the beginning of a
mutual society with foreigners, although the offenef some about
marriages, and their having married wives that weo¢ of their own
country, had been an occasion of their former gdptiand of the miseries
they then underwent; so they commanded Manassdlvaoce his wife, or
not to approach the altar, the high priest himgeifing with the people in
their indignation against his brother, and drivimgh away from the altar.
Whereupon Manasseh came to his father-in-law, Satband told him, that
although he loved his daughter Nicaso, yet wasdiewiling to be deprived
of his sacerdotal dignity on her account, which wees principal dignity in
their nation, and always continued in the same lfamind then Sanballat
promised him not only to preserve to him the hoofohnis priesthood, but to
procure for him the power and dignity of a highegsti and would make him
governor of all the places he himself now ruledhd would keep his
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daughter for his wife. He also told him furtheratthe would build him a
temple like that at Jerusalem, upon Mount Gerizzimich is the highest of
all the mountains that are in Samaria; and he mednthat he would do this
with the approbation of Darius the king. Manassels wlevated with these
promises, and staid with Sanballat, upon a suppibsdlhe should gain a
high priesthood, as bestowed on him by Darius, ifohappened that
Sanballat was then in years. But there was noweatgtisturbance among
the people of Jerusalem, because many of thosetpraad Levites were
entangled in such matches; for they all revoltetlamasseh, and Sanballat
afforded them money, and divided among them land tiitage, and
habitations also, and all this in order every wagtatify his son-in-law.

3. About this time it was that Darius heard howaleder had passed
over the Hellespont, and had beaten his lieutenarite battle at Granicum,
and was proceeding further; whereupon he gatherygdthier an army of
horse and foot, and determined that he would nieetMacedonians before
they should assault and conquer all Asia. So hesgoa®ver the river
Euphrates, and came over Taurus, the Cilician namnand at Issus of
Cilicia he waited for the enemy, as ready theragitee him battle. Upon
which Sanballat was glad that Darius was come dama; told Manasseh
that he would suddenly perform his promises to ang this as soon as ever
Darius should come back, after he had beaten Ems; for not he only,
but all those that were in Asia also, were persdatiat the Macedonians
would not so much as come to a battle with thei&@esson account of their
multitude. But the event proved otherwise than thggected; for the king
joined battle with the Macedonians, and was beatrd,lost a great part of
his army. His mother also, and his wife and chiijreere taken captives,
and he fled into Persia. So Alexander came intaaSwnd took Damascus;
and when he had obtained Sidon, he besieged Tyren Wwe sent all epistle
to the Jewish high priest, to send him some auigba and to supply his
army with provisions; and that what presents heneaty sent to Darius, he
would now send to him, and choose the friendshithefMacedonians, and
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that he should never repent of so doing. But thyh lpriest answered the
messengers, that he had given his oath to Daritisonbear arms against
him; and he said that he would not transgresswithige Darius was in the
land of the living. Upon hearing this answer, Aledar was very angry; and
though he determined not to leave Tyre, which wss$ jeady to be taken,
yet as soon as he had taken it, he threatenedhtatould make an
expedition against the Jewish high priest, andugjinohim teach all men to
whom they must keep their oaths. So when he hal,awood deal of pains
during the siege, taken Tyre, and had settledfiésrs, he came to the city of
Gaza, and besieged both the city and him that wasrgor of the garrison,
whose name was Babemeses.

4. But Sanballat thought he had now gotten a prapgrortunity to
make his attempt, so he renounced Darius, and gakiith him seven
thousand of his own subjects, he came to Alexanded finding him
beginning the siege of Tyre, he said to him, tleat&livered up to him these
men, who came out of places under his dominion,daddyladly accept of
him for his lord instead of Darius. So when Alexandhad received him
kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage, and spakem about his present
affair. He told him that he had a son-in-law, Ma®s who was brother to
the high priest Jaddua; and that there were mamgretof his own nation,
now with him, that were desirous to have a templ¢he places subject to
him; that it would be for the king's advantage &wd the strength of the Jews
divided into two parts, lest when the nation iooé mind, and united, upon
any attempt for innovation, it prove troublesomekitags, as it had formerly
proved to the kings of Assyria. Whereupon Alexangi@ve Sanballat leave
so to do, who used the utmost diligence, and lhdt temple, and made
Manasseh the priest, and deemed it a great rewsatd his daughter's
children should have that dignity; but when theesemonths of the siege of
Tyre were over, and the two months of the siegé&ata, Sanballat died.
Now Alexander, when he had taken Gaza, made hagfe tip to Jerusalem;
and Jaddua the high priest, when he heard thatjrwais agony, and under
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terror, as not knowing how he should meet the Manguhs, since the king
was displeased at his foregoing disobedience. Eefibre ordained that the
people should make supplications, and should joith \Wim in offering
sacrifice to God, whom he besought to protect ttaion, and to deliver
them from the perils that were coming upon themergbpon God warned
him in a dream, which came upon him after he h&ered sacrifice, that he
should take courage, and adorn the city, and opengates; that the rest
should appear in white garments, but that he aagtlests should meet the
king in the habits proper to their order, witholie tdread of any ill
consequences, which the providence of God wouldemte Upon which,
when he rose from his sleep, he greatly rejoiced], declared to all the
warning he had received from God. According to \Wwhdream he acted
entirely, and so waited for the coming of the king.

5. And when he understood that he was not far frioencity, he went
out in procession, with the priests and the mugtwf the citizens. The
procession was venerable, and the manner of eréifit from that of other
nations. It reached to a place called Sapha, whime, translated into
Greek, signifies a prospect, for you have thenpeoapect both of Jerusalem
and of the temple. And when the Phoenicians and Ghaldeans that
followed him thought they should have liberty toupdler the city, and
torment the high priest to death, which the kimlispleasure fairly promised
them, the very reverse of it happened; for Alexanaéren he saw the
multitude at a distance, in white garments, while priests stood clothed
with fine linen, and the high priest in purple aschrlet clothing, with his
mitre on his head, having the golden plate wherthenname of God was
engraved, he approached by himself, and adoredh#mg, and first saluted
the high priest. The Jews also did all togethethwine voice, salute
Alexander, and encompass him about; whereuponitigs lof Syria and the
rest were surprised at what Alexander had done, suygbosed him
disordered in his mind. However, Parmenio alonetwgnto him, and asked
him how it came to pass that, when all others atibwen, he should adore
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the high priest of the Jews? To whom he replied]idl not adore him, but
that God who hath honored him with his high priestit for | saw this very
person in a dream, in this very habit, when | waSias in Macedonia, who,
when | was considering with myself how | might abtéhe dominion of
Asia, exhorted me to make no delay, but boldly dsspover the sea thither,
for that he would conduct my army, and would give the dominion over
the Persians; whence it is that, having seen neraththat habit, and now
seeing this person in it, and remembering thabrisand the exhortation
which | had in my dream, | believe that | bringstl@rmy under the Divine
conduct, and shall therewith conquer Darius, argtrdg the power of the
Persians, and that all things will succeed accgrdonwhat is in my own
mind." And when he had said this to Parmenio, aaml diven the high priest
his right hand, the priests ran along by him, aaccéme into the city. And
when he went up into the temple, he offered sa&erifo God, according to
the high priest's direction, and magnificently teeaboth the high priest and
the priests. And when the Book of Daniel was showead (1) wherein
Daniel declared that one of the Greeks should olegtne empire of the
Persians, he supposed that himself was the pensended. And as he was
then glad, he dismissed the multitude for the predeut the next day he
called them to him, and bid them ask what favomsytpleased of him;
whereupon the high priest desired that they mighbyethe laws of their
forefathers, and might pay no tribute on the sdvgetir. He granted all they
desired. And when they entreared him that he waddnit the Jews in
Babylon and Media to enjoy their own laws alsowlléngly promised to do
hereafter what they desired. And when he saidearhbltitude, that if any of
them would enlist themselves in his army, on tlesdstion, that they should
continue under the laws of their forefathers, amd &ccording to them, he
was willing to take them with him, many were reddyaccompany him in
his wars.

6. So when Alexander had thus settled mattersrasdkem, he led his
army into the neighboring cities; and when all thieabitants to whom he
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came received him with great kindness, the Sammaitavho had then
Shechem for their metropolis, (a city situate at uMio Gerizzim, and
inhabited by apostates of the Jewish nation,) gethiat Alexander had so
greatly honored the Jews, determined to profesasblres Jews; for such is
the disposition of the Samaritans, as we have &redsewhere declared,
that when the Jews are in adversity, they denyttiet are of kin to them,
and then they confess the truth; but when theygpezcthat some good
fortune hath befallen them, they immediately prdtém have communion
with them, saying that they belong to them, andveetheir genealogy from
the posterity of Joseph, Ephraim, and Manassehoowly, they made
their address to the king with splendor, and shogreat alacrity in meeting
him at a little distance from Jerusalem. And whemexander had
commended them, the Shechemites approached tddkimg with them the
troops that Sanballat had sent him, and they desirat he would come to
their city, and do honor to their temple also; teom he promised, that when
he returned he would come to them. And when théyiqreed that he would
remit the tribute of the seventh year to them, bseathey did but sow
thereon, he asked who they were that made suchitompeand when they
said that they were Hebrews, but had the name dénfns, living at
Shechem, he asked them again whether they were dad/svhen they said
they were not Jews, "It was to the Jews," said "Hegt | granted that
privilege; however, when | return, and am thoroyginformed by you of
this matter, | will do what | shall think prope®nd in this manner he took
leave of the Shechenlites; but ordered that thepsoof Sanballat should
follow him into Egypt, because there he designedive them lands, which
he did a little after in Thebais, when he ordetezht to guard that country.

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the government paaed among
his successors, but the temple upon Mount Gerizeimnained. And if any
one were accused by those of Jerusalem of havieg ¢élaings common (2)
or of having broken the sabbath, or of any othanerof the like nature, he
fled away to the Shechemites, and said that heas@ssed unjustly. About
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this time it was that Jaddua the high priest dead] Onias his son took the
high priesthood. This was the state of the affafrthe people of Jerusalem
at this time.

Footnotes:

1. The place showed Alexander might be Daniel 7:6:88:30--22; 11:3;
some or all of them very plain predictions of Alegar's conquests and
successors.

2. Here Josephus uses the very word koinophagia,getitings common,
for eating things unclean; as does our New Testamien x.14, 15, 28.
Xi. 8, 9, Rom. xiv. 14.
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