BOOK 13

FROM THE DEATH OF JUDAS
MACCABEUS TO THE DEATH
OF QUEEN ALEXANDRA

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1

Jonathan Took the Government After His Brother
Judas

1. By what means the nation of the Jews recovdrenl freedom when
they had been brought into slavery by the Macedwmniand what struggles,
and how great battles, Judas, the general of #8rewy, ran through, till he
was slain as he was fighting for them, hath bedstae in the foregoing
book; but after he was dead, all the wicked, amdenthat transgressed the
laws of their forefathers, sprang up again in Juded grew upon them, and
distressed them on every side. A famine also aski$teir wickedness, and
afflicted the country, till not a few, who by reasmf their want of
necessaries, and because they were not able taipesgainst the miseries
that both the famine and their enemies brought upem, deserted their
country, and went to the Macedonians. And now Baleshgathered those
Jews together who had apostatized from the accestomay of living of
their forefathers, and chose to live like theirgidiors, and committed the
care of the country to them, who also caught tlendéis of Judas, and those
of his party, and delivered them up to Bacchiddsp when he had, in the
first place, tortured and tormented them at hisiglee, he, by that means, at
length killed them. And when this calamity of treand was become so great,
as they had never had experience of the like sthe& return out of
Babylon, those that remained of the companionsudfg, seeing that the
nation was ready to be destroyed after a miseraf@daner, came to his
brother Jonathan, and desired him that he woulthitenhis brother, and that
care which he took of his countrymen, for whoseitti in general he died
also; and that he would not permit the nation towsnout a governor,
especially in those destructive circumstances wheraow was. And where
Jonathan said that he was ready to die for theoheateemed no inferior to
his brother, he was appointed to be the generhleodewish army.
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2. When Bacchides heard this, and was afraid thaathan might be
very troublesome to the king and the Macedoniamgualas had been before
him, he sought how he might slay him by treachBut this intention of his
was not unknown to Jonathan, nor to his brothero&irmut when these two
were apprized of it, they took all their companioasd presently fled into
that wilderness which was nearest to the city; \@hdn they were come to a
lake called Asphar, they abode there. But when Bides was sensible that
they were in a low state, and were in that plaeeh#&sted to fall upon them
with all his forces, and pitching his camp beyomddan, he recruited his
army. But when Jonathan knew that Bacchides Wasngpompon him, he
sent his brother John, who was also called Gadiolifje Nabatean Arabs,
that he might lodge his baggage with them until bla¢tle with Bacchides
should be over, for they were the Jews' friendsd Are sons of Ambri laid
an ambush for John from the city Medaba, and seaigesh him, and upon
those that were with him, and plundered all thatythad with them. They
also slew John, and all his companions. Howevesy tlvere sufficiently
punished for what they now did by John's brethram,we shall relate
presently.

3. But when Bacchides knew that Jonathan had mitbieecamp among
the lakes of Jordan, he observed when their sahi@fhcame, and then
assaulted him, [as supposing that he would not figicause of the law for
resting on that day]: but he exhorted his compan[omfight]; and told them
that their lives were at stake, since they werememassed by the river, and
by their enemies, and had no way to escape, farttigsr enemies pressed
upon them from before, and the river was behinanth8o after he had
prayed to God to give them the victory, he joinadtlb with the enemy, of
whom he overthrew many; and as he saw Bacchidesngoup boldly to
him, he stretched out his right hand to smite Hoot the other foreseeing
and avoiding the stroke, Jonathan with his compenleaped into the river,
and swam over it, and by that means escaped beyordhn while the
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enemies did not pass over that river; but Bacchidaegned presently to the
citadel at Jerusalem, having lost about two thodisainhis army. He also
fortified many cities of Judea, whose walls hadrbdemolished; Jericho,
and Emmaus, and Betboron, and Bethel, and Tinmd, Riraratho, and
Tecoa, and Gazara, and built towers in every ondhete cities, and
encompassed them with strong walls, that were Vamye also, and put
garrisons into them, that they might issue ouheht, and do mischief to the
Jews. He also fortified the citadel at Jerusalenremihan all the rest.
Moreover, he took the sons of the principal Jewgledges, and hut them up
in the citadel, and in that manner guarded it.

4. About the same time one came to Jonathan, ahis farother Simon,
and told them that the sons of Ambri were celebgata marriage, and
bringing the bride from the city Gabatha, who waes daughter of one of the
illustrious men among the Arabians, and that thras# was to be conducted
with pomp, and splendor, and much riches: so Jama#imd Simon thinking
this appeared to be the fittest time for them tenme the death of their
brother, and that they had forces sufficient farereing satisfaction from
them for his death, they made haste to Medabalanth wait among the
mountains for the coming of their enemies; and@msas they saw them
conducting the virgin, and her bridegroom, and saigineat company of their
friends with them as was to be expected at thistimexl they sallied out of
their ambush, and slew them all, and took theiaorents, and all the prey
that then followed them, and so returned, and veckthis satisfaction for
their brother John from the sons of Ambri; for aslwhose sons themselves,
as their friends, and wives, and children thatofekd them, perished, being
in number about four hundred.

5. However, Simon and Jonathan returned to theslakehe river, and
abode there. But Bacchides, when he had securedudika with his
garrisons, returned to the king; and then it was the affairs of Judea were
guiet for two years. But when the deserters andvibked saw that Jonathan
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and those that were with him lived in the counteyywquietly, by reason of
the peace, they sent to king Demetrius, and ex¢bitedio send Bacchides to
seize upon Jonathan, which they said was to be dath@ut any trouble,
and in one night's time; and that if they fell upihem before they were
aware, they might slay them all. So the king seatdBides, who, when he
was come into Judea, wrote to all his friends, aivs and auxiliaries, that
they should seize upon Jonathan, and bring himng &dnd when, upon all
their endeavors, they were not able to seize umorathan, for he was
sensible of the snares they laid for him, and aanefully guarded against
them, Bacchides was angry at these deserters,vasgghenposed upon him,
and upon the king, and slew fifty of their leadevkiereupon Jonathan, with
his brother, and those that were with him, retit@dBethagla, a village that
lay in the wilderness, out of his fear of Bacchidde also built towers in it,
and encompassed it with walls, and took care thathould be safely
guarded. Upon the hearing of which Bacchides Isdolan army along with
him, and besides took his Jewish auxiliaries, eamdecagainst Jonathan, and
made an assault upon his fortifications, and besidgm many days; but
Jonathan did not abate of his courage at the zaatlBdes used in the siege,
but courageously opposed him. And while he leftbbmsther Simon in the
city to fight with Bacchides, he went privately ditnself into the country,
and got a great body of men together of his owrtypand fell upon
Bacchides's camp in the night time, and destroygiceat many of them. His
brother Simon knew also of this his falling upoerth because he perceived
that the enemies were slain by him; so he salligdupon them, and burnt
the engines which the Macedonians used, and magiea slaughter of
them. And when Bacchides saw himself encompass#d enemies, and
some of them before and some behind him, he fldespair and trouble of
mind, as confounded at the unexpected ill succkgssiege. However, he
vented his displeasure at these misfortunes upmsetteserters who sent for
him from the king, as having deluded him. So he &adind to finish this
siege after a decent manner, if it were possibléniim so to do, and then to
return home.



6. When Jonathan understood these his intentianseht ambassadors
to him about a league of friendship and mutualséasce, and that they
might restore those they had taken captive on lsaths. So Bacchides
thought this a pretty decent way of retiring horaad made a league of
friendship with Jonathan, when they sware that tiveyld not any more
make war one against another. Accordingly, he redtdéhe captives, and
took his own men with him, and returned to the katgAntioch; and after
this his departure, he never came into Judea agjaem did Jonathan take
the opportunity of this quiet state of things, ameint and lived in the city
Michmash; and there governed the multitude, andsped the wicked and
ungodly, and by that means purged the nation ahthe



Chapter 2
The Death of Demetrius

1. Now in the hundred and sixtieth year, it felt diat Alexander, the
son of Antiochus Epiphanes, (1) came up into Synm took Ptolemais the
soldiers within having betrayed it to him; for theyere at enmity with
Demetrius, on account of his insolence and difficalf access; for he shut
himself up in a palace of his that had four towehsch he had built himself,
not far from Antioch and admitted nobody. He wagheai slothful and
negligent about the public affairs, whereby theddhbf his subjects was the
more kindled against him, as we have elsewhereadyreelated. When
therefore Demetrius heard that Alexander was inleRtais, he took his
whole army, and led it against him; he also senbassadors to Jonathan
about a league of mutual assistance and friend$biphe resolved to be
beforehand with Alexander, lest the other shoudattiwith him first, and
gain assistance from him; and this he did out effdar he had lest Jonathan
should remember how ill Demetrius had formerly tiedahim, and should
join with him in this war against him. He therefayave orders that Jonathan
should be allowed to raise an army, and shoulcagabr made, and should
receive back those hostages of the Jewish natimmnBaechides had shut
up in the citadel of Jerusalem. When this goodufegthad befallen Jonathan,
by the concession of Demetrius, he came to Jemsalad read the king's
letter in the audience of the people, and of thbae kept the citadel. When
these were read, these wicked men and desertecsywete in the citadel,
were greatly afraid, upon the king's permissioddoathan to raise an army,
and to receive back the hostages. So he deliverey ene of them to his
own parents. And thus did Jonathan make his abbderasalem, renewing
the city to a better state, and reforming the lmgd as he pleased; for he
gave orders that the walls of the city should Hsuile with square stones,
that it might be more secure from their enemiesd Armen those that kept
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the garrisons that were in Judea saw this, theyeéllthem, and fled to
Antioch, excepting those that were in the city Betta, and those that were
in the citadel of Jerusalem, for the greater pétihese was of the wicked
Jews and deserters, and on that account these adidigliver up their
garrisons.

2. When Alexander knew what promises Demetriusrhade Jonathan,
and withal knew his courage, and what great thimgshad done when he
fought the Macedonians, and besides what hard$t@pisad undergone by
the means of Demetrius, and of Bacchides, the genéDemetrius's army,
he told his friends that he could not at presemil finy one else that might
afford him better assistance than Jonathan, whobettscourageous against
his enemies, and had a particular hatred againsteais, as having both
suffered many hard things from him, and acted maand things against
him. If therefore they were of opinion that theyshd make him their friend
against Demetrius, it was more for their advantag@vite him to assist
them now than at another time. It being theref@®nined by him and his
friends to send to Jonathan, he wrote to him thistke: "King Alexander to
his brother Jonathan, sendeth greeting. We havg bgo heard of thy
courage and thy fidelity, and for that reason hsenmet to thee, to make with
thee a league of friendship and mutual assistaWee therefore do ordain
thee this day the high priest of the Jews, andttimat beest called my friend.
| have also sent thee, as presents, a purple nothea gyolden crown, and
desire that, now thou art by us honored, thou wilike manner respect us
also."

3. When Jonathan had received this letter, he puhe pontifical robe
at the time of the feast of tabernacles, (2) foemrg after the death of his
brother Judas, for at that time no high priest hadn made. So he raised
great forces, and had abundance of armor got reBag. greatly grieved
Demetrius when he heard of it, and made him blanmesélf for his
slowness, that he had not prevented Alexander,gmdhe good-will of
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Jonathan, but had given him time so to do. Howdweralso himself wrote a
letter to Jonathan, and to the people, the conteh&seof are these: "King
Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the nation of thes,Jsendeth greeting. Since
you have preserved your friendship for us, and wanhave been tempted
by our enemies, you have not joined yourselvetémt | both commend
you for this your fidelity, and exhort you to camie in the same disposition,
for which you shall be repaid, and receive rewdrdm us; for | will free
you from the greatest part of the tributes andgaxkich you formerly paid
to the kings my predecessors, and to myself; atmnow set you free from
those tributes which you have ever paid; and bssid&rgive you the tax
upon salt, and the value of the crowns which ycdus offer to me (3) and
instead of the third part of the fruits [of theldig and the half of the fruits of
the trees, | relinquish my part of them from thesydand as to the poll-
money, which ought to be given me for every headhef inhabitants of
Judea, and of the three toparchies that adjoindeal Samaria, and Galilee,
and Peres, that | relinquish to you for this tiraed for all time to come. |
will also that the city of Jerusalem be holy andiatable, and free from the
tithe, and from the taxes, unto its utmost bourdsl | so far recede from
my title to the citadel, as to permit Jonathan ybigh priest to possess it,
that he may place such a garrison in it as he appgrof for fidelity and
good-will to himself, that they may keep it for usalso make free all those
Jews who have been made captives and slaves inimggdm. | also give
order that the beasts of the Jews be not pressatlifaservice; and let their
sabbaths, and all their festivals, and three daysre each of them, be free
from any imposition. In the same manner, | set fiee Jews that are
inhabitants of my kingdom, and order that no injin done them. | also
give leave to such of them as are willing to listrselves in my army, that
they may do it, and those as far as thirty thousaridch Jewish soldiers,
wheresoever they go, shall have the same pay thaiwn army hath; and
some of them | will place in my garrisons, and saseguards about mine
own body, and as rulers over those that are in awytcl give them leave
also to use the laws of their forefathers, andiseove them; and | will that
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they have power over the three toparchies thatadded to Judea; and it
shall be in the power of the high priest to takeecthat no one Jew shall
have any other temple for worship but only thatlatusalem. | bequeath
also, out of my own revenues, yearly, for the eggesmbout the sacrifices,
one hundred and fifty thousand [drachmae]; and whaey is to spare, |

will that it shall be your own. | also release touythose ten thousand
drachmae which the kings received from the tempéeause they appertain
to the priests that minister in that temple. Andosadever shall fly to the

temple at Jerusalem, or to the places thereto geignor who owe the king

money, or are there on any other account, let themset free, and let their
goods be in safety. | also give you leave to repa rebuild your temple,
and that all be done at my expenses. | also allowty build the walls of

your city, and to erect high towers, and that theyerected at my charge.
And if there be any fortified town that would benwenient for the Jewish
country to have very strong, let it be so builtrgt expenses.”

4. This was what Demetrius promised and grantetheoJews by this
letter. But king Alexander raised a great army @rcenary soldiers, and of
those that deserted to him out of Syria, and madex@edition against
Demetrius. And when it was come to a battle, tiieweng of Demetrius put
those who opposed them to flight, and pursued thegreat way, and slew
many of them, and spoiled their camp; but the rigimg, where Demetrius
happened to be, was beaten; and as for all the trtest ran away. But
Demetrius fought courageously, and slew a greatynoéthe enemy; but as
he was in the pursuit of the rest, his horse cditnien into a deep bog, where
it was hard to get out, and there it happened, tipan his horse's falling
down, he could not escape being killed; for whendnemies saw what had
befallen him, they returned back, and encompasssaelius round, and
they all threw their darts at him; but he, beingvnan foot, fought bravely.
But at length he received so many wounds, that && not able to bear up
any longer, but fell. And this is the end that Dé&nmne came to, when he had
reigned eleven years, (4) as we have elsewheltedela
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Footnotes:

1. This Alexander Bala, who certainly pretended tdHseson of Antiochus
Epiphanes, and was owned for such by the Jews anthis, and many
others, and yet is by several historians deemée @ counterfeit, and of
no family at all, is, however, by Josephus belieteetdave been the real
son of that Antiochus, and by him always spokemadfordingly. And
truly, since the original contemporary and autheatithor of the First
Book of Maccabees (10:1) calls him by his fatheasne, Epiphanes,
and says he was the son of Antiochus, | supposettiex writers, who
are all much later, are not to be followed agassth evidence, though
perhaps Epiphanes might have him by a woman ofanoly. The king
of Egypt also, Philometor, soon gave him his dasglm marriage,
which he would hardly have done, had he believenh o be a
counterfeit, and of so very mean a birth as they laistorians pretend.

2. Since Jonathan plainly did not put on the pontificdbes till seven or
eight years after the death of his brother Judasob till the feast of
tabernacles, in the 160th of the Seleucidm, 1 Md€;21, Petitus's
emendation seems here to deserve consideration,imgtead of "after
four years since the death of his brother Judasyldvhave us read,
"and therefore after eight years since the deathi®forother Judas.”
This would tolerably well agree with the date oé tMaccabees, and
with Josephus's own exact chronology at the entth@ftwentieth book
of these Antiquities, which the present text carbetade to do.

3. Take Grotius's note here: "The Jews," says he,é'want to present
crowns to the kings [of Syria]; afterwards that dyavhich was paid
instead of those crowns, or which was expendedakimg them, was
called the crown gold and crown tax." On 1 Macc2%20

4. Since the rest of the historians now extant give Bemetrius thirteen
years, and Josephus only eleven years, Dean Pxidiesas not amiss in
ascribing to him the mean number twelve.

10



Chapter 3

Onias Built a Temple in Egypt Like to That at
Jerusalem

1. But then the son of Onias the high priest, wias wf the same name
with his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, wivas called Philometor,
lived now at Alexandria, as we have said alreadiekvthis Onias saw that
Judea was oppressed by the Macedonians and thegs, kout of a desire to
purchase to himself a memorial and eternal fameebelved to send to king
Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to ask leave of theahhe might build a
temple in Egypt like to that at Jerusalem, and migidain Levites and
priests out of their own stock. The chief reasory wlk was desirous so to
do, was, that he relied upon the prophet Isaialy, hvied above six hundred
years before, and foretold that there certainly wade a temple built to
Almighty God in Egypt by a man that was a Jew. @mas elevated with
this prediction, and wrote the following epistle Rbolemy and Cleopatra:
"Having done many and great things for you in tfiais of the war, by the
assistance of God, and that in Celesyria and Pbi@ghicame at length with
the Jews to Leontopolis, and to other places of ymation, where | found
that the greatest part of your people had templesiimproper manner, and
that on this account they bare ill-will one agaiasbther, which happens to
the Egyptians by reason of the multitude of themples, and the difference
of opinions about Divine worship. Now | found a ydit place in a castle
that hath its name from the country Diana; thixel# full of materials of
several sorts, and replenished with sacred anirdesire therefore that you
will grant me leave to purge this holy place, whibongs to no master, and
is fallen down, and to build there a temple to Ajhty God, after the pattern
of that in Jerusalem, and of the same dimensitias,mhay be for the benefit
of thyself, and thy wife and children, that thogsvd which dwell in Egypt
may have a place whither they may come and meaedtheg in mutual
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harmony one with another, and he subservient toatiyantages; for the
prophet Isaiah foretold that "there should be darah Egypt to the Lord
God; (1) and many other such things did he prophelsying to that place."

2. And this was what Onias wrote to king PtolempwNany one may
observe his piety, and that of his sister and \WWifeopatra, by that epistle
which they wrote in answer to it; for they laid tHhdame and the
transgression of the law upon the head of Oniasl this was their reply:
"King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias, seeetgrg. We have read
thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave to besgithee to purge that temple
which is fallen down at Leontopolis, in the NomudHzliopolis, and which
Is named from the country Bubastis; on which actawecannot but wonder
that it should be pleasing to God to have a tenapéeted in a place so
unclean, and so full of sacred animals. But siinoei tsayest that Isaiah the
prophet foretold this long ago, we give thee letvdo it, if it may be done
according to your law, and so that we may not apfeehave at all offended
God herein."

3. So Onias took the place, and built a temple,andltar to God, like
indeed to that in Jerusalem, but smaller and pobr@o not think it proper
for me now to describe its dimensions or its vesssghich have been already
described in my seventh book of the Wars of thesJadowever, Onias
found other Jews like to himself, together withegts and Levites, that there
performed Divine service. But we have said enougiuathis temple.

4. Now it came to pass that the Alexandrian Jewd,those Samaritans
who paid their worship to the temple that was huilthe days of Alexander
at Mount Gerizzim, did now make a sedition one @asfaianother, and
disputed about their temples before Ptolemy himdbd Jews saying that,
according to the laws of Moses, the temple wasetbult at Jerusalem; and
the Samaritans saying that it was to be built atiZzZen. They desired
therefore the king to sit with his friends, and thd®e debates about these

12



matters, and punish those with death who were dzhffiNow Sabbeus and
Theodosius managed the argument for the SamaraasAndronicus, the
son of Messalamus, for the people of Jerusalem;tlagy took an oath by
God and the king to make their demonstrations auegrto the law; and
they desired of Ptolemy, that whomsoever he shbnttlthat transgressed
what they had sworn to, he would put him to deatcordingly, the king
took several of his friends into the council, aad down, in order to hear
what the pleaders said. Now the Jews that werdeatafdria were in great
concern for those men, whose lot it was to contéardthe temple at
Jerusalem; for they took it very ill that any shibthke away the reputation
of that temple, which was so ancient and so celedrall over the habitable
earth. Now when Sabbeus and Tlteodosius had geaarelto Andronicus to
speak first, he began to demonstrate out of the lamd out of the
successions of the high priests, how they everyiorsiccession from his
father had received that dignity, and ruled over tdtmple; and how all the
kings of Asia had honored that temple with theinakons, and with the
most splendid gifts dedicated thereto. But astat &t Gerizzm, he made no
account of it, and regarded it as if it had nevad A being. By this speech,
and other arguments, Andronicus persuaded the tkimdptermine that the
temple at Jerusalem was built according to the lefwdoses, (2) and to put
Sabbeus and Theodosius to death. And these wervémts that befell the
Jews at Alexandria in the days of Ptolemy Philometo

Footnotes:

1. It seems to me contrary to the opinion of Josepand,of the moderns,
both Jews and Christians, that this prophecy aflksal9:19, etc., "In
that day there shall be an altar to the Lord inrhdst of the land of
Egypt," etc., directly foretold the building of shiemple of Onias in
Egypt, and was a sufficient warrant to the Jewsbialding it, and for
worshipping the true God. the God of Israel, ther&ee Authent. Rec.
11. p. 755. That God seems to have soon betteptectef the sacrifices
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and prayers here offered him than those at Jemsalkee the note on ch.
10. sect. 7. And truly the marks of Jewish cormuptor interpolation in
this text, in order to discourage their people frapproving of the
Worship of God here, are very strong, and highlysetee our
consideration and correction. The foregoing vensksaiah runs thus in
our common copies, "In that day shall five citiestihe land of Egypt
speak the language of Canaan," [the Hebrew langusgd be full of
Jews, whose sacred books were in Hebrew,] "andrsiwethe Lord of
hosts; one" [or the first] "shall be called, ThayGf Destruction,” Isaiah
19:18. A strange-name, "City of Destruction,"” ummjoyful occasion,
and a name never heard of in the land of Egyppeohaps in any other
nation. The old reading was evidently the Cityled Sun, or Heliopolis;
and Unkelos, in effect, and Symmachus, with the bAraversion,
entirely confess that to be the true reading. Tégtiagint also, though
they have the text disguised in the common cord, call it Asedek,
the City of Righteousness; yet in two or three ottmpies the Hebrew
word itself for the Sun, Achares, or Thares, isspreed. And since
Onias insists with the king and queen, that Isaighbphecy contained
many other predictions relating to this place besithe words by him
recited, it is highly probable that these were eshy meant by him;
and that one main reason why he applied this piedito himself, and
to his prefecture of Heliopolis, which Dean Prideaell proves was in
that part of Egypt, and why he chose to build iattprefecture of
Heliopolis, though otherwise an improper place, Was, that the same
authority that he had for building this temple igyft, the very same he
had for building it in his own prefecture of Helm also, which he
desired to do, and which he did accordingly. Deadgaux has much
ado to avoid seeing this corruption of the Hebriewt;it being in support
of his own opinion about this temple, he durst ¢ it; and indeed he
reasons here in the most injudicious manner passtbée him at the
year 149.

2. A very unfair disputation this! while the Jewislsplitant, knowing that
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he could not properly prove out of the Pentatetitdt, "the place which
the Lord their God shall choose to place his naheret" so often
referred to in the Book of Deuteronomy, was Jermsahny more than
Gerizzim, that being not determined till the daysDavid, Antiq. B.
VII. ch. 13. sect. 4, proves only, what the Samastdid not deny, that
the temple at Jerusalem was much more ancient, namch more
celebrated and honored, than that at Gerizzim, wiias nothing to the
present purpose. The whole evidence, by the vettysaaf both parties,
being, we see, obliged to be confined to the lawMofkes, or to the
Pentateuch alone. However, worldly policy and ieserand the
multitude prevailing, the court gave sentence, sl} on the stronger
side. and poor Sabbeus and Theodosius, the Samdrgjautants, were
martyred, and this, so far as appears, withoutdirect hearing at all,
which is like the usual practice of such politicalurts about matters of
religion. Our copies say that the body of the Jevese in a great
concern about those men (in the plural) who werdispute for their
temple at Jerusalem, whereas it seems here theputaohe disputant,
Andronicus by name. Perhaps more were preparepetakson the Jews'
side; but the firstraying answered to his name, andrcome the
Samaritans, there was necessity for any other defeof the Jerusalem
temple.
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Chapter 4

Alexander Honored Jonathan

1. Demetrius being thus slain in battle, as we haleve related,
Alexander took the kingdom of Syria; and wrote tol&my Philometor, and
desired his daughter in marriage; and said it wasjust that he should be
joined an affinity to one that had now received trancipality of his
forefathers, and had been promoted to it by Godwigence, and had
conquered Demetrius, and that was on other accowttsnworthy of being
related to him. Ptolemy received this proposal afnage gladly; and wrote
him an answer, saluting him on account of his hgvieceived the
principality of his forefathers; and promising hthat he would give him his
daughter in marriage; and assured him that he wasng to meet him at
Ptolemais, and desired that he would there meet famthat he would
accompany her from Egypt so far, and would thererynais child to him.
When Ptolemy had written thus, he came suddenBtatemais, and brought
his daughter Cleopatra along with him; and as hendoAlexander there
before him, as he desired him to come, he gavehmnthild in marriage,
and for her portion gave her as much silver and gsl became such a king
to give.

2. When the wedding was over, Alexander wrote toafltan the high
priest, and desired him to come to Ptolemais. Sernwhe came to these
kings, and had made them magnificent presents, d& henored by them
both. Alexander compelled him also to put off hiehagarment, and to take a
purple garment, and made him sit with him in histie; and commanded
his captains that they should go with him into theldle of the city, and
proclaim, that it was not permitted to any onegeak against him, or to give
him any disturbance. And when the captains had dwne, those that were
prepared to accuse Jonathan, and who bore hinillijlwhen they saw the
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honor that was done him by proclamation, and tiyathle king's order, ran
away, and were afraid lest some mischief shouldlb&iem. Nay, king
Alexander was so very kind to Jonathan, that hehsst down as the
principal of his friends.

3. But then, upon the hundred and sixty-fifth yéx@metrius, the son of
Demetrius, came from Crete with a great number efcenary soldiers,
which Lasthenes, the Cretian, brought him, andeddib Cilicia. This thing
cast Alexander into great concern and disorder wigeheard it; so he made
haste immediately out of Phoenicia, and came tao&ht that he might put
matters in a safe posture there before Demetrinaldlicome. He also left
Apollonius Daus (1) governor of Celesyria, who cogito Jamnia with a
great army, sent to Jonathan the high priest, aldchim that it was not right
that he alone should live at rest, and with autiipand not be subject to the
king; that this thing had made him a reproach anmahmen, that he had not
yet made him subject to the king. "Do not thou ¢fi@re deceive thyself, and
sit still among the mountains, and pretend to havees with thee; but if
thou hast any dependence on thy strength, come ddwmnhe plain, and let
our armies be compared together, and the evehedfattle will demonstrate
which of us is the most courageous. However, takice, that the most
valiant men of every city are in my army, and ttiedse are the very men
who have always beaten thy progenitors; but lehawse the battle in such a
place of the country where we may fight with weagamd not with stones,
and where there may be no place whither thoseatieadbeaten may fly."

4. With this Jonathan was irritated; and choosingisklf out ten
thousand of his soldiers, he went out of Jerusatehaste, with his brother
Simon, and came to Joppa, and pitched his campewoutside of the city,
because the people of Joppa had shut their gasssadpim, for they had a
garrison in the city put there by Apollonius. Buthen Jonathan was
preparing to besiege them, they were afraid he avtake them by force, and
so they opened the gates to him. But Apolloniusenwhe heard that Joppa
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was taken by Jonathan, took three thousand horsemneheight thousand
footmen and came to Ashdod; and removing thencanaee his journey
silently and slowly, and going up to Joppa, he masdaf he was retiring
from the place, and so drew Jonathan into the plasnvaluing himself
highly upon his horsemen, and having his hopesidbry principally in
them. However, Jonathan sallied out, and pursuedléypus to Ashdod; but
as soon as Apollonius perceived that his enemy iwdke plain, he came
back and gave him battle. But Apollonius had laith@usand horsemen in
ambush in a valley, that they might be seen by #gr@@mies as behind them;
which when Jonathan perceived, he was under nderoasion, but ordering
his army to stand in a square battle-array, he dglaee a charge to fall on
the enemy on both sides, and set them to face thasattacked them both
before and behind; and while the fight lastedthi# evening, he gave part of
his forces to his brother Simon, and ordered himattack the enemies; but
for himself, he charged those that were with hintdeer themselves with
their armor, and receive the darts of the horsemdm did as they were
commanded; so that the enemy's horsemen, whilettivew their darts till
they had no more left, did them no harm, for thesdthat were thrown did
not enter into their bodies, being thrown upon shelds that were united
and conjoined together, the closeness of whiclyeagercame the force of
the darts, and they flew about without any eff@ctt when the enemy grew
remiss in throwing their darts from morning tilltéaat night, Simon
perceived their weariness, and fell upon the boldynen before him; and
because his soldiers showed great alacrity, hehguenemy to flight. And
when the horsemen saw that the footmen ran awathenedid they stay
themselves, but they being very weary, by the duradf the fight till the
evening, and their hope from the footmen beingeggidne, they basely ran
away, and in great confusion also, till they wezpagated one from another,
and scattered over all the plain. Upon which Jaratbursued them as far as
Ashdod, and slew a great many of them, and contp#ile rest, in despair of
escaping, to fly to the temple of Dagon, which \aag\shdod; but Jonathan
took the city on the first onset, and burnt it, dne villages about it; nor did
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he abstain from the temple of Dagon itself, butnibutr also, and destroyed
those that had fled to it. Now the entire multitiafe¢he enemies that fell in
the battle, and were consumed in the temple, weylet ¢housand. When
Jonathan therefore had overcome so great an argyremoved from
Ashdod, and came to Askelon; and when he had pittie camp without
the city, the people of Askelon came out and meh, hbringing him
hospitable presents, and honoring him; so he aedepf their kind
intentions, and returned thence to Jerusalem wgtreat deal of prey, which
he brought thence when he conquered his enemigswBen Alexander
heard that Apollonius, the general of his army, Wwaaten, he pretended to
be glad of it, because he had fought with Jonathaifriend and ally against
his directions. Accordingly, he sent to Jonatharg gave testimony to his
worth; and gave him honorary rewards, as a goldtoi, (2) which it is the
custom to give the king's kinsmen, and allowed Eiknon and its toparchy
for his own inheritance.

5. About this time it was that king Ptolemy, whosaaalled Philometor,
led an army, part by the sea, and part by land, Gamde to Syria, to the
assistance of Alexander, who was his son-in-lavg aacordingly all the
cities received him willingly, as Alexander had coanded them to do, and
conducted him as far as Ashdod; where they all nhaalg complaints about
the temple of Dagon, which was burnt, and accusedthan of having laid
it waste, and destroyed the country adjoining wite, and slain a great
number of them. Ptolemy heard these accusationsdol nothing. Jonathan
also went to meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, andebt&rom him hospitable
presents, and those glorious in their kinds, witliree marks of honor; and
when he had conducted him as far as the rivercc@leutherus, he returned
again to Jerusalem.

6. But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he was very t@aa most
unexpected destruction; for a treacherous desigs laid for his life by
Alexander, by the means of Ammonius, who was hisnél; and as the
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treachery was very plain, Ptolemy wrote to Alexan@ad required of him
that he should bring Ammonius to condign punishmigfiorming him what
snares had been laid for him by Ammonius, and kgsthat he might he
accordingly punished for it. But when Alexander aidt comply with his
demands, he perceived that it was he himself whibtke design, and was
very angry at him. Alexander had also formerly beanvery ill terms with
the people of Antioch, for they had suffered venycin by his means; yet did
Ammonius at length undergo the punishment his erdolcrimes had
deserved, for he was killed in an opprobrious manlitee a woman, while
he endeavored to conceal himself in a femininethabiwe have elsewhere
related.

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having gives daughter in
marriage to Alexander, and for the league he hadenwveith him to assist
him against Demetrius; so he dissolved his relatmrhim, and took his
daughter away from him, and immediately sent to Bteims, and offered to
make a league of mutual assistance and friendsitipphwm, and agreed with
him to give him his daughter in marriage, and tstoee him to the
principality of his fathers. Demetrius was well ggded with this embassage,
and accepted of his assistance, and of the maroddes daughter. But
Ptolemy had still one more hard task to do, and wes to persuade the
people of Antioch to receive Demetrius, becausey theere greatly
displeased at him, on account of the injuries atedr Demetrius had done
them; yet did he bring this about; for as the peopf Antioch hated
Alexander on Ammonius's account, as we have shdveady, they were
easily prevailed with to cast him out of Antiochhav thus expelled out of
Antioch, came into Cilicia. Ptolemy came then totidoh, and was made
king by its inhabitants, and by the army; so thatas forced to put on two
diadems, the one of Asia, the other of Egypt: mibdp naturally a good and
a righteous man, and not desirous of what belorigeathers, and besides
these dispositions, being also a wise man in reagosbout futurities, he
determined to avoid the envy of the Romans; so dieed the people of
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Antioch together to an assembly, and persuaded tbhamceive Demetrius;

and assured them that he would not be mindful aitviiey did to his father

in case he should he now obliged by them; and lbenimok that he would

himself be a good monitor and governor to him, praimised that he would

not permit him to attempt any bad actions; but,tf@athis own part, he was

contented with the kingdom of Egypt. By which discse he persuaded the
people of Antioch to receive Demetrius.

8. But now Alexander made haste with a numerousgaedt army, and
came out of Cilicia into Syria, and burnt the coyrtielonging to Antioch,
and pillaged it; whereupon Ptolemy, and his sotau-Demetrius, brought
their army against him, (for he had already givem His daughter in
marriage,) and beat Alexander, and put him to flighd accordingly he fled
into Arabia. Now it happened in the time of thetleathat Ptolemy' horse,
upon hearing the noise of an elephant, cast hinmisfback, and threw him
on the ground; upon the sight of which acciderd,dnemies fell upon him,
and gave him many wounds upon his head, and brdughtnto danger of
death; for when his guards caught him up, he wasesy ill, that for four
days' time he was not able either to understandoospeak. However,
Zabdiel, a prince among the Arabians, cut off Aledex's head, and sent it to
Ptolemy, who recovering of his wounds, and retugrim his understanding,
on the fifth day, heard at once a most agreeabdgiritgg and saw a most
agreeable sight, which were the death and the beaAtexander; yet a little
after this his joy for the death of Alexander, witlhich he was so greatly
satisfied, he also departed this life. Now Alexanaého was called Balas,
reigned over Asia five years, as we have elsewtstated.

9. But when Demetrius, who was styled Nicator, (@d taken the
kingdom, he was so wicked as to treat Ptolemydied very hardly, neither
remembering the league of mutual assistance thabe@veen them, nor that
he was his son-in-law and kinsman, by Cleopatrasiage to him; so the
soldiers fled from his wicked treatment to Alexaadibut Demetrius kept
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his elephants. But Jonathan the high priest lesi@cirmy out of all Judea,
and attacked the citadel at Jerusalem, and besiggédwas held by a
garrison of Macedonians, and by some of those wlickeen who had
deserted the customs of their forefathers. These atdirst despised the
attempts of Jonathan for taking the place, as d#pgron its strength; but
some of those wicked men went out by night, andecéanDemetrius, and
informed him that the citadel was besieged; who indated with what he
heard, and took his army, and came from Antioclairesy Jonathan. And
when he was at Antioch, he wrote to him, and condadrhim to come to
him quickly to Ptolemais: upon which Jonathan dad intermit the siege of
the citadel, but took with him the elders of theople, and the priests, and
carried with him gold, and silver, and garmentsg an great number of
presents of friendship, and came to Demetrius,pmadgented him with them,
and thereby pacified the king's anger. So he wawiea by him, and
received from him the confirmation of his high ptieood, as he had
possessed it by the grants of the kings his predece. And when the Jewish
deserters accused him, Demetrius was so far fremgycredit to them, that
when he petitioned him that he would demand no ntioae three hundred
talents for the tribute of all Judea, and the thogerchies of Samaria, and
Perea, and Galilee, he complied with the propcmadl gave him a letter
confirming all those grants; whose contents were fa®ws: "King
Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, and to the natiothe Jews, sendeth
greeting. We have sent you a copy of that epistiecvwe have written to
Lasthones our kinsman, that you may know its cdetéiking Demetrus to
Lasthenes our father, sendeth greeting. | haverdated to return thanks,
and to show favor to the nation of the Jews, wihiath observed the rules of
justice in our concerns. Accordingly, | remit teeth the three prefectures,
Apherims, and Lydda, and Ramatha, which have bddadto Judea out of
Samaria, with their appurtenances; as also whakitiggs my predecessors
received from those that offered sacrifices in Salem, and what are due
from the fruits of the earth, and of the trees, ahét else belongs to us; with
the salt-pits, and the crowns that used to be pteddo us. Nor shall they be
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compelled to pay any of those taxes from this timall futurity. Take care
therefore that a copy of this epistle be taken, gindn to Jonathan, and be
set up in an eminent place of their holy templ&rid these were the contents
of this writing. And now when Demetrius saw thaerdn was peace every
where, and that there was no danger, nor fear of e disbanded the
greatest part of his army, and diminished their, @ay even retained in pay
no others than such foreigners as came up withfteim Crete, and from the
other islands. However, this procured him ill-wdhd hatred from the
soldiers; on whom he bestowed nothing from thisetimhile the kings
before him used to pay them in time of peace ag thé before, that they
might have their good-will, and that they might\asy ready to undergo the
difficulties of war, if any occasion should requite

Footnotes:

1. Of the several Apollonius about these ages, see Pemleaux at the
year 148. This Apollonius Daus was, by his accotim, son of that
Apollonius who had been made governor of Celessmid Phoenicia by
Seleueus Philopater, and was himself a confidamtiofon Demetrius
the father, and restored to his father's governioeitim, but afterwards
revolted from him to Alexander; but not to Demedrithe son, as he
supposes.

2. Dr. Hudson here observes, that the PhoeniciansRaomdans used to
reward such as had deserved well of them, by ptiegeto them a
golden button. See ch. 5. sect. 4.

3. This name, Demetrius Nicator, or Demetrius the cengr, is so written
on his coins still extant, as Hudson and Spanheform us; the latter of
whom gives us here the entire inscription, "Kingniggrius the God,
Philadelphus, Nicator."
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Chapter 5

The Actions and Embassies of Jonathan

1. Now there was a certain commander of Alexandferses, an
Apanemian by birth, whose name was Diodotus, arslalso called Trypho,
took notice the ill-will of the soldiers bare to metrius, and went to
Malchus the Arabian, who brought up Antiochus, sbe of Alexander, and
told him what ill-will the army bare Demetrius, apdrsuaded him to give
him Antiochus, because he would make him king, eswbver to him the
kingdom of his father. Malchus at the first oppodadh in this attempt,
because he could not believe him; but when Try@yohlard at him for a
long time, he over-persuaded him to comply withphy's intentions and
entreaties. And this was the state Trypho was mow i

2. But Jonathan the high priest, being desirougetoclear of those that
were in the citadel of Jerusalem, and of the Jewlisserters, and wicked
men, as well as of those in all the garrisons endbuntry, sent presents and
ambassadors to Demetrius, and entreated him tcataig his soldiers out of
the strong holds of Judea. Demetrius made anshagr after the war, which
he was now deeply engaged in, was over, he woul@myg grant him that,
but greater things than that also; and he desieetvduld send him some
assistance, and informed him that his army hadrtebéim. So Jonathan
chose out three thousand of his soldiers, andtkent to Demetrius.

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, bathaccount of what
mischief he had himself done them, and becauseweeg his enemies also
on account of his father Demetrius, who had greallysed them; so they
watched some opportunity which they might lay hotdto fall upon him.
And when they were informed of the assistance thats coming to
Demetrius from Jonathan, and considered at the saneethat he would
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raise a numerous army, unless they prevented hmeh,saized upon him,
they took their weapons immediately, and encompmblsepalace in the way
of a siege, and seizing upon all the ways of ggttmt, they sought to
subdue their king. And when he saw that the peopkntioch were become
his bitter enemies and that they were thus in ahmastook the mercenary
soldiers which he had with them, and those Jewswdre sent by Jonathan,
and assaulted the Antiochians; but he was overgmivby them, for they
were many ten thousands, and was beaten. But Wieedetvs saw that the
Antiochians were superior, they went up to thedbthe palace, and shot at
them from thence; and because they were so remoibe them by their
height, that they suffered nothing on their sidd,did great execution on the
others, as fighting from such an elevation, thegvdrthem out of the
adjoining houses, and immediately set them on fileereupon the flame
spread itself over the whole city, and burnt it ddwn. This happened by
reason of the closeness of the houses, and bettaysaere generally built
of wood. So the Antioehians, when they were noe ablhelp themselves,
nor to stop the fire, were put to flight. And as trews leaped from the top of
one house to the top of another, and pursued tlfiemthat manner, it thence
happened that the pursuit was so very surprisingwBien the king saw that
the Antiochians were were busy in saving theirdrieih and their wives, and
so did not fight any longer, he fell upon them @ tharrow passages, and
fought them, and slew a great many of them, tillaat they were forced to
throw down their arms, and to deliver themselvestauiemetrius. So he
forgave them this their insolent behavior, and guiend to the sedition; and
when he had given rewards to the Jews out of ttiespoils he had gotten,
and had returned them thanks, as the cause ofdiigyw, he sent them away
to Jerusalem to Jonathan, with an ample testimbnlyeoassistance they had
afforded him. Yet did he prove an ill man to Jomatlafterward, and broke
the promises he had made; and he threatened thabiuid make war upon
him, unless he would pay all that tribute which Jlegvish nation owed to the
first kings [of Syria]. And this he had done, ifypho had not hindered him,
and diverted his preparations against Jonathan ¢tongern for his own
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preservation; for he now returned out of Arabiai&yria, with the child
Antiochus, for he was yet in age but a youth, amidtipe diadem on his head;
and as the whole forces that had left Demetriusabbge they had no pay,
came to his assistance, he made war upon Demedndgpining battle with
him, overcame him in the fight, and took from hiotliohis elephants and the
city Antioch.

4. Demetrius, upon this defeat, retired into Cdjcibut the child
Antiochus sent ambassadors and an epistle to Jomadmd made him his
friend and confederate, and confirmed to him thghhpriesthood, and
yielded up to him the four prefectures which hacdrb@dded to Judea.
Moreover, he sent him vessels and cups of gold,aapdrple garment, and
gave him leave to use them. He also presented Htimangolden button, and
styled him one of his principal friends, and appeihhis brother Simon to be
the general over the forces, from the Ladder ofTynto Egypt. So Jonathan
was so pleased with these grants made him by Amimcthat he sent
ambassadors to him and to Trypho, and professesdelfito be their friend
and confederate, and said he would join with hira imar against Demetrius,
informing him that he had made no proper returnisttie kindness he had
done him; for that when he had received many mafiksndness from him,
when he stood in great need of them, he, for swdd durns, had requited
him with further injuries.

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to raise hiraselmerous army
out of Syria and Phoenicia and to make war agddeshetrius's generals;
whereupon he went in haste to the several citiegchwineceived him
splendidly indeed, but put no forces into his hadsd when he was come
from thence to Askelon, the inhabitants of Asket@me and brought him
presents, and met him in a splendid manner. Hergedhdhem, and every
one of the cities of Celesyria, to forsake Demsiriand to join with
Antiochus; and, in assisting him, to endeavor taigltu Demetrius for what
offenses he had been guilty of against themsebsd;told them there were

26



many reasons for that their procedure, if they &adind so to do. And when
he had persuaded those cities to promise theistapse to Antiochus, he
came to Gaza, in order to induce them also toibads to Antiochus; but he
found the inhabitants of Gaza much more alienatedn fhim than he
expected, for they had shut their gates against Amd although they had
deserted Demetrius, they had not resolved to jogmselves to Antiochus.
This provoked Jonathan to besiege them, and tes&dh@ir country; for as
he set a part of his army round about Gaza itselfyith the rest he overran
their land, and spoiled it, and burnt what wastilNhen the of Gaza saw
themselves in this state of affliction, and that assistance came to them
from Demetrius, that what distressed them was adhaut what should
profit them was still at a great distance, and @&swincertain whether it
would come at all or not, they thought it would greident conduct to leave
off any longer continuance with them, and to cuaitesfriendship with the
other; so they sent to Jonathan, and professedvtbald be his friends, and
afford him assistance: for such is the temper of,nieat before they have
had the trial of great afflictions, they do not emnstand what is for their
advantage; but when they find themselves under afitihtions, they then
change their minds, and what it had been bettethfmn to have done before
they had been at all damaged, they choose to dodidill after they have
suffered such damages. However, he made a leagueradship with them,
and took from them hostages for their performantet,cand sent these
hostages to Jerusalem, while he went himself oNghe country, as far as
Damascus.

6. But when he heard that the generals of Demé&riasces were come
to the city Cadesh with a numerous army, (the ple@sebetween the land of
the Tyrians and Galilee,)for they supposed theyikhbereby draw him out
of Syria, in order to preserve Galilee, and thatwmeild not overlook the
Galileans, who were his own people, when war wademapon them, he
went to meet them, having left Simon in Judea, wdised as great an army
as he was able out of the country, and then sanhdmeiore Bethsura, and
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besieged it, that being the strongest place inJadlea; and a garrison of
Demetrius's kept it, as we have already related. d&8uSimon was raising
banks, and bringing his engines of war against &ty and was very
earnest about the siege of it, the garrison wasdafest the place should be
taken of Simon by force, and they put to the swemlthey sent to Simon,
and desired the security of his oath, that theyukhoome to no harm from
him, and that they would leave the place, and gayato Demetrius.
Accordingly he gave them his oath, and ejected tbatrof the city, and he
put therein a garrison of his own.

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and froenlaters which are
called Gennesar, for there he was before encangmedcame into the plain
that is called Asor, without knowing that the enenwgs there. When
therefore Demetrius's men knew a day beforehartdldraathan was coming
against them, they laid an ambush in the mounvam@ were to assault him
on the sudden, while they themselves met him withaamy in the plain;
which army, when Jonathan saw ready to engage lienalso got ready his
own soldiers for the battle as well as he was dhlethose that were laid in
ambush by Demetrius's generals being behind tHeam]déws were afraid lest
they should be caught in the midst between twodmdind perish; so they
ran away in haste, and indeed all the rest lefatham; but a few there were,
in number about fifty, who staid with him, and witlem Mattathias, the son
of Absalom, and Judas, the son of Chapseus, whe emnmanders of the
whole army. These marched boldly, and like men eledp, against the
enemy, and so pushed them, that by their couragye daunted them, and
with their weapons in their hands they put thenilight. And when those
soldiers of Jonathan that had retired saw the engwigpg way, they got
together after their flight, and pursued them vgtbat violence; and this did
they as far as Cadesh, where the camp of the elagmy

8. Jonathan having thus gotten a glorious victang slain two thousand
of the enemy, returned to Jerusalem. So when hetlsawall his affairs
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prospered according to his mind, by the providenéeGod, he sent
ambassadors to the Romans, being desirous of regethiat friendship
which their nation had with them formerly. He enpd the same
ambassadors, that, as they came back, they shoutdte Spartans, and put
them in mind of their friendship and kindred. Soantihe ambassadors came
to Rome, they went into their senate, and said W& were commanded
by Jonathan the high priest to say, how he had themh to confirm their
friendship. The senate then confirmed what had beemerly decreed
concerning their friendship with the Jews, and gidnesm letters to carry to
all the kings of Asia and Europe, and to the govesof the cities, that they
might safely conduct them to their own country. éatingly, as they
returned, they came to Sparta, and delivered th&tlepvhich they had
received of Jonathan to them; a copy of which Hellews: "Jonathan the
high priest of the Jewish nation, and the senaig bady of the people of the
Jews, to the ephori, and senate, and people ot dtedemonians, send
greeting. If you be well, and both your public ard/ate affairs be agreeable
to your mind, it is according to our wishes. We wedl also. When in former
times an epistle was brought to Onias, who was thenhigh priest, from
Areus, who at that time was your king, by Demotelesncerning the
kindred that was between us and you, a copy oflwisihiere subjoined, we
both joyfully received the epistle, and were wédgsed with Demoteles and
Areus, although we did not need such a demonstrabecause we were
satisfied about it from the sacred writings (1) gt not we think fit first to
begin the claim of this relation to you, lest weosld seem too early in
taking to ourselves the glory which is now givenbysyou. It is a long time
since this relation of ours to you hath been remewad when we, upon holy
and festival days, offer sacrifices to God, we ptay him for your
preservation and victory. As to ourselves, althoughhave had many wars
that have compassed us around, by reason of thetawmness of our
neighbors, yet did not we determine to be troubtes@ither to you, or to
others that were related to us; but since we haweavercome our enemies,
and have occasion to send Numenius the son of &nigk) and Antipater the
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son of Jason, who are both honorable men belongirgur senate, to the
Romans, we gave them this epistle to you also, tti&t might renew that
friendship which is between us. You will therefate well yourselves to
write to us, and send us an account of what youndsta need of from us,
since we are in all things disposed to act accgrdinyour desires." So the
Lacedemonians received the ambassadors kindly,naae a decree for
friendship and mutual assistance, and sent itedmth

9. At this time there were three sects among the J&ho had different
opinions concerning human actions; the one wasdalhe sect of the
Pharisees, another the sect of the Sadduceeshanather the sect of the
Essens. Now for the Pharisees, (2) they say timaé sxtions, but not all, are
the work of fate, and some of them are in our owwer, and that they are
liable to fate, but are not caused by fate. Butdet of the Essens affirm,
that fate governs all things, and that nothing kefanen but what is
according to its determination. And for the Saddscehey take away fate,
and say there is no such thing, and that the ewdritaman affairs are not at
its disposal; but they suppose that all our actiamesin our own power, so
that we are ourselves the causes of what is gautl receive what is evil
from our own folly. However, | have given a moreaek account of these
opinions in the second book of the Jewish War.

10. But now the generals of Demetrius being williteg recover the
defeat they had had, gathered a greater army tog#thn they had before,
and came against Jonathan; but as soon as he feasend of their coming,
he went suddenly to meet them, to the country ofbéta, for he resolved to
give them no opportunity of coming into Judea; soplitched his camp at
fifty furlongs' distance from the enemy, and seut €pies to take a view of
their camp, and after what manner they were encdmfaen his spies had
given him full information, and had seized upon savhthem by night, who
told him the enemy would soon attack him, he, thpprized beforehand,
provided for his security, and placed watchmen bdybis camp, and kept
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all his forces armed all night; and he gave themharge to be of good
courage, and to have their minds prepared to figlihe night time, if they
should be obliged so to do, lest their enemy'sgissshould seem concealed
from them. But when Demetrius's commanders wem@nmméd that Jonathan
knew what they intended, their counsels were dmed, and it alarmed
them to find that the enemy had discovered those& thtentions; nor did
they expect to overcome them any other way, now tied failed in the
snares they had laid for them; for should they rhaa open battle, they did
not think they should be a match for Jonathan's/asm they resolved to fly;
and having lighted many fires, that when the enaay them they might
suppose they were there still, they retired. Wharathan came to give them
battle in the morning in their camp, and found eserted, and understood
they were fled, he pursued them; yet he could wettake them, for they
had already passed over the river Eleutherus, asm@ wut of danger. So
when Jonathan was returned thence, he went intbi#drand fought against
the Nabateans, and drove away a great deal of phey, and took [many]
captives, and came to Damascus, and there soldhaff he had taken. About
the same time it was that Simon his brother wergroall Judea and
Palestine, as far as Askelon, and fortified thergirholds; and when he had
made them very strong, both in the edifices erecéed in the garrisons
placed in them, he came to Joppa; and when hedkaah tit, he brought a
great garrison into it, for he heard that the peaylJoppa were disposed to
deliver up the city to Demetrius's generals.

11. When Simon and Jonathan had finished thesesafthey returned
to Jerusalem, where Jonathan gathered all the @dopgkther, and took
counsel to restore the walls of Jerusalem, andetwild the wall that
encompassed the temple, which had been thrown damah,to make the
places adjoining stronger by very high towers; &edides that, to build
another wall in the midst of the city, in orderd&clude the market-place
from the garrison, which was in the citadel, andhgt means to hinder them
from any plenty of provisions; and moreover, to madke fortresses that
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were in the country much stronger and more defémdiian they were
before. And when these things were approved ohbymultitude, as rightly
proposed, Jonathan himself took care of the bugldhmat belonged to the
city, and sent Simon away to make the fortressd¢lsdrcountry more secure
than formerly. But Demetrius passed over [Euphjatasd came into
Mesopotamia, as desirous to retain that countlly &8 well as Babylon; and
when he should have obtained the dominion of th@euprovinces, to lay a
foundation for recovering his entire kingdom; fonose Greeks and
Macedonians who dwelt there frequently sent amiolmssato him, and
promised, that if he would come to them, they wodddiver themselves up
to him, and assist him in fighting against Arsac&, the king of the
Parthians. So he was elevated with these hopes;aand hastily to them, as
having resolved, that if he had once overthrownRbBghians, and gotten an
army of his own, he would make war against Trypdnaog eject him out of
Syria; and the people of that country received With great alacrity. So he
raised forces, with which he fought against Arsaeasl lost all his army,
and was himself taken alive, as we have elsewledgiged.

Footnotes:

1. This clause is otherwise rendered in the First Bobklaccabees, 12:9,
"For that we have the holy books of Scripture im bands to comfort
us." The Hebrew original being lost, we cannot aiaty judge which
was the truest version only the coherence favosepluus. But if this
were the Jews' meaning, that they were satisfi¢dbbtheir Bible that
the Jews and Lacedemonians were of kin, that fdhtear Bible is now
lost, for we find no such assertion in our presammies.

2. Those that suppose Josephus to contradict himsdifsi three several
accounts of the notions of the Pharisees, this, laem@ that earlier one,
which is the largest, Of the War B. Il. ch. 8. sebt, and that later,
Antig. B. XVIIIl. ch. 1. sect. 3, as if he sometimesid they introduced
an absolute fatality, and denied all freedom of Anmactions, is almost
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wholly groundless if he ever, as the very learnegdmibon here truly
observes, asserting, that the Pharisees were hetithee Essens and
Sadducees, and did so far ascribe all to fate winBiProvidence as was
consistent with the freedom of human actions. Hawvetheir perplexed
way of talking about fate, or Providence, as oJarguall things, made
it commonly thought they were willing to excuseitrsns by ascribing
them to fate, as in the Apostolical ConstitutioBs,VI. ch. 6. Perhaps
under the same general name some difference ofoogimn this point
might be propagated, as is very common in all eartespecially in
points of metaphysical subtilty. However, our Jdaeg who in his heart
was a great admirer of the piety of the Essens, yeadn practice a
Pharisee, as he himself informs us, in his own,Lsect. 2. And his
account of this doctrine of the Pharisees is fotage agreeable to his
own opinion, who ever both fully allowed the freedoof human
actions, and yet strongly believed the powerfuénposition of Divine
Providence. See concerning this matter a remarkahlese, Antiq. B.
XVI. ch. 11. sect. 7.

. This king, who was of the famous race of Arsacedathused to call
them; but by the elder author of the First Maccahand 1 Macc. 14:2,
called by the family name Arsaces; was, the kinghef Persians and
Medes, according to the land but Appion says hp@r name was
Phraates. He is language of the Eastern natiomsA8thent. Rec. Part
II. also called by Josephus the king of the Pamthiaas the Greeks p.
1108.
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Chapter 6

Jonathan Was Slain by Treachery

1. Now when Trypho knew what had befallen Demetrius was no
longer firm to Antiochus, but contrived by subtletykill him, and then take
possession of his kingdom; but the fear that he was Jonathan was an
obstacle to this his design, for Jonathan waseadrto Antiochus, for which
cause he resolved first to take Jonathan out oivdne and then to set about
his design relating to Antiochus; but he judginddst to take him off by
deceit and treachery, came from Antioch to Bethshdach by the Greeks is
called Scythopolis, at which place Jonathan met With forty thousand
chosen men, for he thought that he came to fight but when he perceived
that Jonathan was ready to fight, he attemptedato gim by presents and
kind treatment, and gave order to his captainskeydiim, and by these
means was desirous to give assurance of his gogdanwd to take away all
suspicions out of his mind, that so he might make [careless and
inconsiderate, and might take him when he was unggia He also advised
him to dismiss his army, because there was no mt&sr bringing it with
him when there was no war, but all was in peacevé¥er, he desired him to
retain a few about him, and go with him to Ptolesndor that he would
deliver the city up to him, and would bring all tfeegtresses that were in the
country under his dominion; and he told him thatchene with those very
designs.

2. Yet did not Jonathan suspect any thing at alhiis/ his management,
but believed that Trypho gave him this advice dukiodness, and with a
sincere design. Accordingly, he dismissed his aramd retained no more
than three thousand of them with him, and left tivousand in Galilee; and
he himself, with one thousand, came with Tryph@talemais. But when the
people of Ptolemais had shut their gates, as it ie®h commanded by
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Trypho to do, he took Jonathan alive, and slewthadt were with him. He

also sent soldiers against those two thousandwkat left in Galilee, in

order to destroy them; but those men having hdaedréport of what had
happened to Jonathan, they prevented the execwiahpefore those that
were sent by Trypho came, they covered themselvstheir armor, and

went away out of the country. Now when those thatensent against them
saw that they were ready to fight for their livabey gave them no
disturbance, but returned back to Trypho.

3. But when the people of Jerusalem heard thattBanavas taken, and
that the soldiers who were with him were destroytbdy deplored his sad
fate; and there was earnest inquiry made aboutlyinevery body, and a
great and just fear fell upon them, and made thadn lgst, now they were
deprived of the courage and conduct of Jonathan,nttions about them
should bear them ill-will; and as they were befau@et on account of
Jonathan they should now rise up against them,lgnthaking war with
them, should force them into the utmost dangersd Ameed what they
suspected really befell them; for when those natibeard of the death of
Jonathan, they began to make war with the Jewsoas destitute of a
governor and Trypho himself got an army togethed had intention to go
up to Judea, and make war against its inhabit&uiswhen Simon saw that
the people of Jerusalem were terrified at the onstances they were in, he
desired to make a speech to them, and therebyhtterehem more resolute
in opposing Trypho when he should come against thé¢enthen called the
people together into the temple, and thence begas tb encourage them:
"O my countrymen, you are not ignorant that ouhdat myself, and my
brethren, have ventured to hazard our lives, arad whllingly, for the
recovery of your liberty; since | have thereforeclsiwlenty of examples
before me, and we of our family have determinedwiirselves to die for
our laws, and our Divine worship, there shall noade be so great as to
banish this resolution from our souls, nor to idtroe in its place a love of
life, and a contempt of glory. Do you thereforeldal me with alacrity
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whithersoever | shall lead you, as not destituteuwh a captain as is willing
to suffer, and to do the greatest things for yau;rfeither am | better than
my brethren that | should be sparing of my own, Ifer so far worse than
they as to avoid and refuse what they thought tlstrhonorable of all
things, - | mean, to undergo death for your lawsl #or that worship of God
which is peculiar to you; | will therefore give suproper demonstrations as
will show that | am their own brother; and | amIsald as to expect that |
shall avenge their blood upon our enemies, andr@eilyou all with your
wives and children from the injuries they intendiagt you, and, with God's
assistance, to preserve your temple from destmudijothem; for | see that
these nations have you in contempt, as being withogiovernor, and that
they thence are encouraged to make war against you.

4. By this speech of Simon he inspired the muletwdth courage; and
as they had been before dispirited through feay twere now raised to a
good hope of better things, insomuch that the whaldtitude of the people
cried out all at once that Simon should be theadér; and that instead of
Judas and Jonathan his brethren, he should hagottegnment over them;
and they promised that they would readily obey mmhatsoever he should
command them. So he got together immediately alldwn soldiers that
were fit for war, and made haste in rebuilding thals of the city, and
strengthening them by very high and strong towansl, sent a friend of his,
one Jonathan, the son of Absalom, to Joppa, anel lgav order to eject the
inhabitants out of the city, for he was afraid ldsty should deliver up the
city to Trypho; but he himself staid to secure 3alem.

5. But Trypho removed from Ptoeinais with a greatyg and came into
Judea, and brought Jonathan with him in bonds. Gialgo met him with his
army at the city Adida, which is upon a hill, aneinleath it lie the plains of
Judea. And when Trypho knew that Simon was by #hesJmade their
governor, he sent to him, and would have imposexhupm by deceit and
trencher, and desired, if he would have his broflomathan released, that he
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would send him a hundred talents of silver, and ofdonathan's sons as
hostages, that when he shall be released, he ntayal® Judea revolt from
the king; for that at present he was kept in bamdaccount of the money he
had borrowed of the king, and now owed it to himt Bimon was aware of
the craft of Trypho; and although he knew thatdfdgave him the money he
should lose it, and that Trypho would not set histiieer free and withal
should deliver the sons of Jonathan to the enemtybgcause he was afraid
that he should have a calumny raised against hiongrthe multitude as the
cause of his brother's death, if he neither gagentbney, nor sent Jonathan's
sons, he gathered his army together, and told thbat offers Trypho had
made; and added this, that the offers were engpand treacherous, and yet
that it was more eligible to send the money andatlan's sons, than to be
liable to the imputation of not complying with Tiyp's offers, and thereby
refusing to save his brother. Accordingly, Simontsthe sons of Jonathan
and the money; but when Trypho had received thamdid not keep his
promise, nor set Jonathan free, but took his ammnyg went about all the
country, and resolved to go afterward to Jerusaignthe way of ldumea,
while Simon went over against him with his armydaail along pitched his
own camp over against his.

6. But when those that were in the citadel had sentrypho, and
besought him to make haste and come to them, asenid them provisions,
he prepared his cavalry as though he would berasdiem that very night;
but so great a quantity of snow fell in the nighst it covered the roads, and
made them so deep, that there was no passing,i@gpdar the cavalry.
This hindered him from coming to Jerusalem; wheoeuprypho removed
thence, and came into Celesyria, and falling velmmeipon the land of
Gilead, he slew Jonathan there; and when he hash givder for his burial,
he returned himself to Antioch. However, Simon sare to the city Basca
to bring away his brother's bones, and buried thretheir own city Modin;
and all the people made great lamentation over Bimon also erected a
very large monument for his father and his brethognwhite and polished
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stone, and raised it a great height, and so ag t®ebn a long way off, and
made cloisters about it, and set up pillars, whighne of one stone apiece; a
work it was wonderful to see. Moreover, he builtese pyramids also for his
parents and his brethren, one for each of themclwkwere made very
surprising, both for their largeness and beauty] ahich have been
preserved to this day; and we know that it was &imbo bestowed so much
zeal about the burial of Jonathan, and the buildhthese monuments for
his relations. Now Jonathan died when he had bagmgdriest four years (1)
and had been also the governor of his nation. Amesd were the
circumstances that concerned his death.

7. But Simon, who was made high priest by the nud®, on the very
first year of his high priesthood set his peopkeffrom their slavery under
the Macedonians, and permitted them to pay tribmteem no longer; which
liberty and freedom from tribute they obtained afichundred and seventy
years (2) of the kingdom of the Assyrians, whichsvedter Seleucus, who
was called Nicator, got the dominion over SyriawNthe affection of the
multitude towards Simon was so great, that in tloaintracts one with
another, and in their public records, they wrotr,the first year of Simon
the benefactor and ethnarch of the Jews;" for urmler they were very
happy, and overcame the enemies that were roundt abem; for Simon
overthrew the city Gazara, and Joppa, and Jamkigsl$d took the citadel of
Jerusalem by siege, and cast it down to the grotmad,it might not be any
more a place of refuge to their enemies when tloek it, to do them a
mischief, as it had been till now. And when he lkdade this, he thought it
their best way, and most for their advantage, tellthe very mountain itself
upon which the citadel happened to stand, thahedemmple might be higher
than it. And indeed, when he had called the mulatio an assembly, he
persuaded them to have it so demolished, and thjgukiing them in mind
what miseries they had suffered by its garrison thedJewish deserters, and
what miseries they might hereafter suffer in casefareigner should obtain
the kingdom, and put a garrison into that citaddlis speech induced the
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multitude to a compliance, because he exhorted thetho nothing but what
was for their own good: so they all set themseteethe work, and leveled
the mountain, and in that work spent both day amghtnwithout any
intermission, which cost them three whole year®teeit was removed, and
brought to an entire level with the plain of thatref the city. After which
the temple was the highest of all the buildingsy tiee citadel, as well as the
mountain whereon it stood, were demolished. Anddha&ctions were thus
performed under Simon.

Footnotes:

1. There is some error in the copies here, when ne rti@n four years are
ascribed to the high priesthood of Jonathan. Wevkioyp Josephus's last
Jewish chronology, Antiq. B. XX. ch. 10., that thevas an interval of
seven years between the death of Alcimus, or Jagirtne last high
priest, and the real high priesthood of Jonatham/itom yet those seven
years seem here to be ascribed, as a part of thexan tov Judas before,
Antig. B. Xll. ch. 10. sect. 6. Now since, besidbgse seven years
interregnum in the pontificate, we are told, Antig). XX. ch. 10., that
Jonathan's real high priesthood lasted seven yeams, these two seven
years will make up fourteen years, which | suppmas Josephus's own
number in this place, instead of the four in owsent copies.

2. These one hundred and seventy years of the Assyma&an no more, as
Josephus explains himself here, than from the&a®&leucus, which as
it is known to have began on the 312th year befloeeChristian sara,
from its spring in the First Book of Maccabees, & its autumn in
the Second Book of Maccabees, so did it not begidadylon till the
next spring, on the 311th year. See Prid. at tlae $&2. And it is truly
observed by Dr. Hudson on this place, that thea®grand Assyrians are
sometimes confounded in ancient authors, accortbnthe words of
Justin, the epitomiser of Trogus -pompeius, whe ghgt "the Assyrians
were afterward called Syrian." B. I. ch. 11. Seetl@af War, B. V. ch. 9.

39



sect. 4, where the Philistines themselves, at ¢éng south limit of Syria,
in its utmost extent, are called Assyrians by Jbaspas Spanheim
observes. It must here be diligently noted, thaepbus's copy of the
First Book of Maccabees, which he had so carefidlowed, and
faithfully abridged, as far as the fiftieth versktloe thirteenth chapter,
seems there to have ended. What few things therafearward common
to both, might probably be learned by him from sootBer more
imperfect records. However, we must exactly obsdree, what the
remaining part of that book of the Maccabees infm of, and what
Josephus would never have omitted, had his copyatwd so much,
that this Simon the Great, the Maccabee, madeguéewith Antiochus
Soter, the son of Demetrius Soter, and brothehefdther Demetrius,
who was now a captive in Parthis: that upon hisingnto the crown,
about the 140th year before the Christian sets,glanted great
privileges to the Jewish nation, and to Simon thHegh priest and
ethnarch; which privileges Simon seems to haventaidiis own accord
about three years before. In particular, he gawelBave to coin money
for his country with his own stamp; and as conaegnlerusalem and the
sanctuary, that they should be free, or, as thgardlatin hath it, "holy
and free," 1 Macc. 15:6, 7, which | take to bettiner reading, as being
the very words of his father's concession offeredlanathan several
years before, ch. 10:31; and Antig. B, Xlll. ch.s&ct. 3. Now what
makes this date and these grants greatly remarkigblee state of the
remaining genuine shekels of the Jews with Sanmacit@racters, which
seem to have been (most of them at least) coindldeirfirst four years
of this Simon the Asamonean, and having upon theE®se words on one
side, "Jerusalem the Holy ;" and on the reversa, tHe Year of
Freedom," 1, or 2, or 3, or 4; which shekels thmesfare original
monuments of these times, and undeniable markfieftruth of the
history in these chapters, though it be in greatsunee omitted by
Josephus. See Essay on the Old Test. p. 157, H&8relason why |
rather suppose that his copy of the Maccabees wahtse chapters,
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than that his own copies are here imperfect, s thiat all their contents
are not here omitted, though much the greatestygart
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Chapter 7

Simon Confederated Himself With Antiochus Pius

1. Now a little while after Demetrius had been erinto captivity,
Trypho his governor destroyed Antiochus, (1) the sb Alexander, who
was also called The God, (2) and this when he e@gmed four years, though
he gave it out that he died under the hands oftingeons. He then sent his
friends, and those that were most intimate with,hianthe soldiers, and
promised that he would give them a great deal afeyaf they would make
him king. He intimated to them that Demetrius waesdm a captive by the
Parthians; and that Demetrius's brother Atitiochtisie came to be king,
would do them a great deal of mischief, in wayefange for their revolting
from his brother. So the soldiers, in expectatibthe wealth they should get
by bestowing the kingdom on Trypho, made him theler. However, when
Trypho had gained the management of affairs, he odstrated his
disposition to be wicked; for while he was a prevgiterson, he cultivated
familiarity with the multitude, and pretended toegtr moderation, and so
drew them on artfully to whatsoever he pleasedwhen he had once taken
the kingdom, he laid aside any further dissimulatiand was the true
Trypho; which behavior made his enemies superidring, for the soldiery
hated him, and revolted from him to Cleopatra, Wit of Demetrius, who
was then shut up in Seleucia with her children. &uAntiochus, the brother
of Demetrius who was called Soter, was not admibiedny of the cities on
account of Trypho, Cleopatra sent to him, and ewihim to marry her, and
to take the kingdom. The reasons why she madarthiation were these:
That her friends persuaded her to it, and thatvea® afraid for herself, in
case some of the people of Seleucia should daléehe city to Trypho.

2. As Antlochuswas now come to Seleucia, and hisef® increased
every day, he marched to fight Trypho; and haviagten him in the battle,
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he ejected him out of the Upper Syria into Pho@nieind pursued him
thither, and besieged him in Dora which was a ésdrhard to be taken,
whither he had fled. He also sent ambassadors nmrSithe Jewish high

priest, about a league of friendship and mutualistsxe; who readily

accepted of the invitation, and sent to Antiochusag sums of money and
provisions for those that besieged Dora, and thyesipplied them very

plentifully, so that for a little while he was loe# upon as one of his most
intimate friends; but still Trypho fled from Dora Apamia, where he was
taken during the siege, and put to death, wheradadigned three years.

3. However, Antiochus forgot the kind assistancat t&imon had
afforded him in his necessity, by reason of hisetous and wicked
disposition, and committed an army of soldiersitfhend Cendebeus, and
sent him at once to ravage Judea, and to seizenSWiben Simon heard of
Antiochus's breaking his league with him, altholghwere now in years,
yet, provoked with the unjust treatment he hadw#t from Antiochus, and
taking a resolution brisker than his age could Wwehlr, he went like a young
man to act as general of his army. He also sensdns before among the
most hardy of his soldiers, and he himself marabreavith his army another
way, and laid many of his men in ambushes in tlreomavalleys between
the mountains; nor did he fail of success in ang ohhis attempts, but was
too hard for his enemies in every one of them. &tel the rest of his life in
peace, and did also himself make a league witliRtimaans.

4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all eigldrgebut at a feast came
to his end. It was caused by the treachery of drsis-law Ptolemy, who
caught also his wife, and two of his sons, and kirei in bonds. He also
sent some to kill John the third son, whose name Wgrcanus; but the
young man perceiving them coming, he avoided theyelahe was in from
them, (3) and made haste into the city [Jerusalesikelying on the good-
will of the multitude, because of the benefits tHead received from his
father, and because of the hatred the same mutliade to Ptolemy; so that
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when Ptolemy was endeavoring to enter the cityrimtleer gate, they drove
him away, as having already admitted Hyrcanus.

Footnotes:

1. How Trypho killed this Antiochus the epitome of kimnforms us, ch.
53, viz. that he corrupted his physicians or sungeowho falsely
pretending to the people that he was perishing thighstone, as they cut
him for it, killed him, which exactly agrees witbskphus.

2. That this Antiochus, the son of Alexader Balas, wated "The God," is
evident from his coins, which Spanheim assureseas this inscription,
"King Antiochus the God, Epiphanes the Victorious."

3. Here Josephus begins to follow and to abridge thé sacred Hebrew
book, styled in the end of the First Book of Maceady "The Chronicle
of John [Hyrcanus's] high priesthood;" but in saoh¢he Greek copies,”
The Fourth Book of Maccabees." A Greek versionheg thronicle was
extant not very long ago in the days of Sautes agnand Sixtus
Senensis, at Lyons, though it seems to have be&sa turnt, and to be
utterly lost. See Sixtus Senensis's account aifitts many Hebraisms,
and its great agreement with Josephus's abridgenmenihe Authent.
Rec. Part I. p. 206, 207, 208.
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Chapter 8

Hyrcanus Ejects Ptolemy Out of the Country

1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses et above Jericho,
which was called Dagon. But Hyrcanus having takenhigh priesthood that
had been his father's before, and in the first eolpcopitiated God by
sacrifices, he then made an expedition againsefugl and when he made
his attacks upon the place, in other points he twadhard for him, but was
rendered weaker than he, by the commiseration Hefdrahis mother and
brethren, and by that only; for Ptolemy broughtmthepon the wall, and
tormented them in the sight of all, and threatetined he would throw them
down headlong, unless Hyrcanus would leave off slege. And as he
thought that so far as he relaxed as to the siagetaking of the place, so
much favor did he show to those that were deaodsint by preventing their
misery, his zeal about it was cooled. However, mther spread out her
hands, and begged of him that he would not grows®n her account, but
indulge his indignation so much the more, and tigatvould do his utmost to
take the place quickly, in order to get their enamger his power, and then
to avenge upon him what he had done to those thet dearest to himself;
for that death would be to her sweet, though wottment, if that enemy of
theirs might but be brought to punishment for hisked dealings to them.
Now when his mother said so, he resolved to takddhiress immediately;
but when he saw her beaten, and torn to piecegonisage failed him, and
he could not but sympathize with what his mothdfesad, and was thereby
overcome. And as the siege was drawn out into ebgtthis means, that
year on which the Jews used to rest came on; ®déws observe this rest
every seventh year, as they do every seventh datnas Ptolemy being for
this cause released from the war, (1) he slew tbthten of Hyrcanus, and
his mother; and when he had so done, he fled tm,Zefmo was called
Cotylas, who was then the tyrant of the city Plalpdia.
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2. But Antiochus, being very uneasy at the misetied Simon had
brought upon him, he invaded Judea in the fourtrg/ef his reign, and the
first year of the principality of Hyrcanus, in theindred and sixty-second
olympiad. (2) And when he had burnt the country,shat up Hyrcanus in
the city, which he encompassed round with sevearmapments; but did just
nothing at the first, because of the strength efwhalls, and because of the
valor of the besieged, although they were once antvof water, which yet
they were delivered from by a large shower of raihich fell at the setting
of the Pleiades (3) However, about the north pérthe wall, where it
happened the city was upon a level with the outvgaodind, the king raised
a hundred towers of three stories high, and pldmmties of soldiers upon
them; and as he made his attacks every day, ha @¢atible ditch, deep and
broad, and confined the inhabitants within it aghwmi a wall; but the
besieged contrived to make frequent sallies out; iithe enemy were not
any where upon their guard, they fell upon thend, did them a great deal of
mischief; and if they perceived them, they themedtinto the city with ease.
But because Hyrcanus discerned the inconveniense gfeat a number of
men in the city, while the provisions were the srospent by them, and yet,
as is natural to suppose, those great numbersalidng, he separated the
useless part, and excluded them out of the citg, ratained that part only
which were in the flower of their age, and fit fear. However, Antiochus
would not let those that were excluded go away, Wiavefore wandering
about between the wails, and consuming away byrfejdied miserably;
but when the feast of tabernacles was at handetlioat were within
commiserated their condition, and received themagain. And when
Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and desired there niight truce for seven
days, because of the festival, be gave way toplas/ towards God, and
made that truce accordingly. And besides that, drd@ .1 a magnificent
sacrifice, bulls with their horns gilded, with abrts of sweet spices, and
with cups of gold and silver. So those that werehat gates received the
sacrifices from those that brought them, and ledmthto the temple,
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Antiochus the mean while feasting his army, whicasva quite different
conduct from Antiochus Epiphanes, who, when hethken the city, offered
swine upon the altar, and sprinkled the temple thitghbroth of their flesh, in
order to violate the laws of the Jews, and theiai they derived from their
forefathers; for which reason our nation made wah viaim, and would
never be reconciled to him; but for this Antiochadl, men called him
Antiochus the Pious, for the great zeal he had atmbigion. (4)

3. Accordingly, Hyrcanus took this moderation o kindly; and when
he understood how religious he was towards theyDleg sent an embassage
to him, and desired that he would restore theesatthts they received from
their forefathers. So he rejected the counsel ofdhthat would have him
utterly destroy the nation, (5) by reason of thedy of living, which was to
others unsociable, and did not regard what they. $aut being persuaded
that all they did was out of a religious mind, mswered the ambassadors,
that if the besieged would deliver up their armsj gay tribute for Joppa,
and the other cities which bordered upon Judeaadndt a garrison of his,
on these terms he would make war against them mgelo But the Jews,
although they were content with the other cond#jafid not agree to admit
the garrison, because they could not associate witier people, nor
converse with them; yet were they willing, instezdthe admission of the
garrison, to give him hostages, and five hundréehta of silver; of which
they paid down three hundred, and sent the hostag@e®diately, which
king Antiochus accepted. One of those hostagesHyasanus's brother. But
still he broke down the fortifications that encomsged the city. And upon
these conditions Antiochus broke up the siege dmpérted.

4. But Hyrcanus opened the sepulcher of David, ekaelled all other
kings in riches, and took out of it three thoustaldnts. He was also the first
of the Jews that, relying on this wealth, maintdif@eign troops. There was
also a league of friendship and mutual assistaredenbetween them; upon
which Hyrcanus admitted him into the city, and fahed him with
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whatsoever his army wanted in great plenty, ant @reat generosity, and
marched along with him when he made an expeditgaingt the Parthians;
of which Nicolaus of Damascus is a witness forwdso in his history writes
thus: "When Antiochus had erected a trophy at ther r_ycus, upon his
conqguest of Indates, the general of the Parthiamstaid there two days. It
was at the desire of Lyrcanus the Jew, becausastsuch a festival derived
to them from their forefathers, whereon the lawthed Jews did not allow
them to travel." And truly he did not speak falsatysaying so; for that
festival, which we call Pentecost, did then falt tm be the next day to the
Sabbath. Nor is it lawful for us to journey, eitlwar the Sabbath day, or on a
festival day (6) But when Antiochus joined battléhwArsaces, the king of
Parthin, he lost a great part of his army, and wasself slain; and his
brother Demetrius succeeded in the kingdom of Syayathe permission of
Arsaces, who freed him from his captivity at thensatime that Antiochus
attacked Parthin, as we have formerly related diseev

Footnotes:

1. Hence we learn, that in the days of this excelleigh priest, John
Hyrcanus, the observation of the Sabbatic yeadoasphus supposed,
required a rest from war, as did that of the wedldgbath from work; |
mean this, unless in the case of necessity, wheddivs were attacked
by their enemies, in which case indeed, and in Wwiilone, they then
allowed defensive fighting to be lawful, even oe #abbath day, as we
see in several places of Josephus, Antlg. B. Xil.& sect. 2; B. XIII.
ch. 1. sect. 2; Of. the War, B. |. ch. 7. sectB@t then it must be noted,
that this rest from war no way appears in the B@bk of Maccabees,
ch. 16., but the direct contrary; though indeed Jaess, in the days of
Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture upon fightamgthe Sabbath day,
even in the defense of their own lives, till theaA®neans or Maccabees
decreed so to do, 1 Macc. 2:32-41; Antig. B. XH. 6. sect. 2.

2. Josephus's copies, both Greek and Latin, have &ayess mistake,
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when they say that this first year of John Hyrcamdsich we have just
now seen to have been a Sabbatic year, was inGBadlolympiad,
whereas it was for certain the second year of #ikstl See the like
before, B. XIl. ch. 7. sect. 6.

. This heliacal setting of the Pleiades, or seversstaas, in the days of
Hyrcanus and Josephus, early in the spring, abelotuary, the time of
the latter rain in Judea; and this, so far as |emfver, is the only
astronomical character of time, besides one eclgfdhe moon in the
reign of Herod, that we meet with in all Josephtsg; Jews being little
accustomed to astronomical observations, any futtien for the uses
of their calendar, and utterly forbidden thosedsgical uses which the
heathens commonly made of them.

. Dr. Hudson tells us here, that this custom of gidihe horns of those
oxen that were to be sacrificed is a known thinthlbo the poets and
orators.

. This account in Josephus, that the present Ant®ckas persuaded,
though in vain, not to make peace with the Jews,tbicut them off
utterly, is fully confirmed by Diodorus Siculus, Rhotiua's extracts out
of his 34th Book.

. The Jews were not to march or journey on the sablmmton such a
great festival as was equivalent to the sabbathfather than a sabbath
day's journey, or two thousand cubits, see the antAntig. B. XX. ch.
8. sect. 6.
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Chapter 9

The Death of King Demetrius and Alexander

1. But when Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antigchhe presently
made an expedition against the cities of Syria,jrigppo find them destitute
of fighting men, and of such as were able to defiérean. However, it was
not till the sixth month that he took Medaba, amak thot without the greatest
distress of his army. After this he took Samegal, e neighboring places;
and besides these, Shechem and Gerizzim, and tio& rod the Cutheans,
who dwelt at the temple which resembled that templach was at
Jerusalem, and which Alexander permitted Sanbalked, general of his
army, to build for the sake of Manasseh, who wasisdaw to Jaddua the
high priest, as we have formerly related; whichpgknwas now deserted two
hundred years after it was built. Hyrcanus took &era and Marissa, cities
of ldumea, and subdued all the Idumeans; and peignibem to stay in that
country, if they would circumcise their genitalsdamake use of the laws of
the Jews; and they were so desirous of living ia tdountry of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use ofurircision, (1) and of the rest
of the Jewish ways of living; at which time thenefdhis befell them, that
they were hereafter no other than Jews.

2. But Hyrcanus the high priest was desirous tewethat league of
friendship they had with the Romans. Accordinglg,dent an embassage to
them; and when the senate had received their epitbty made a league of
friendship with them, after the manner followingFahius, the son of
Marcus, the praetor, gathered the senate togethétreceighth day before the
Ides of February, in the senate-house, when LuMaslius, the son of
Lucius, of the Mentine tribe, and Caius Semproniks,son of Caius, of the
Falernian tribe, were present. The occasion was ttie ambassadors sent by
the people of the Jews (2) Simon, the son of Destghand Apollonius, the
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son of Alexander, and Diodorus, the son of Jasdmp were good and
virtuous men, had somewhat to propose about thguke of friendship and
mutual assistance which subsisted between thenthenBomans, and about
other public affairs, who desired that Joppa, &edhavens, and Gazara, and
the springs [of Jordan], and the several otheesiind countries of theirs,
which Antiochus had taken from them in the war,tcamy to the decree of
the senate, might be restored to them; and thnaigiht not be lawful for the
king's troops to pass through their country, amddbuntries of those that are
subject to them; and that what attempts Antiochad tnade during that war,
without the decree of the senate, might be madd;\and that they would
send ambassadors, who should take care that tiestilbe made them of
what Antiochus had taken from them, and that theyukl make an estimate
of the country that had been laid waste in the wad that they would grant
them letters of protection to the kings and freepgbe, in order to their quiet
return home. It was therefore decreed, as to tlpesats, to renew their
league of friendship and mutual assistance witlseéhgood men, and who
were sent by a good and a friendly people." Bubdke letters desired, their
answer was, that the senate would consult abotitviater when their own
affairs would give them leave; and that they woerdieavor, for the time to
come, that no like injury should be done to theml @hat their praetor
Fanius should give them money out of the publi@dwey to bear their
expenses home. And thus did Fanius dismiss theslesmrnbassadors, and
gave them money out of the public treasury; andegdne decree of the
senate to those that were to conduct them, anakio d¢are that they should
return home in safety.

3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the Ipglst. But as for king
Demetrius, who had a mind to make war against Hyrsathere was no
opportunity nor room for it, while both the Syriaasd the soldiers bare ill-
will to him, because he was an ill man. But wheseythad sent ambassadors
to Ptolemy, who was called Physcon, that he woelidsthem one of the
family at Seleueus, in order to take the kingdomg &e had sent them
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Alexander, who was called Zebina, with an army, tnete had been a battle
between them, Demetrius was beaten in the fightt,fead to Cleopatra his
wife, to Ptolemais; but his wife would not receivien. He went thence to
Tyre, and was there caught; and when he had sdfferech from his
enemies before his death, he was slain by themAl8rander took the
kingdom, and made a league with Hyrcanus, who wben he afterward
fought with Antiochus the son of Demetrius, who veadled Grypus, was
also beaten in the fight, and slain.

Footnotes:

1. This account of the Idumeans admitting circumcisiand the entire
Jewish law, from this time, or from the days of eamus, is confirmed
by their entire history afterward. See Antiq. B.\XIch. 8. sect. 1; B.
XV. ch. 7. sect. 9. Of the War, B. Il. ch. 3. seitB. IV. ch. 4. sect. 5.
This, in the opinion of Josephus, made them proselpf justice, or
entire Jews, as here and elsewhere, Antiq. B. XiN. 8. sect. 1.
However, Antigonus, the enemy of Herod, though iden@re derived
from such a proselyte of justice for several get@na, will allow him
to be no more than a half Jew, B. XV. ch. 15. s2ctBut still, take out
of Dean Prideaux, at the year 129, the words of Amios, a
grammarian, which fully confirm this account of tHdumeans in
Josephus: "The Jews," says he, are such by natmek,from the
beginning, whilst the ldumeans were not Jews fromleginning, but
Phoenicians and Syrians; but being afterward subthyethe Jews, and
compelled to be circumcised, and to unite into wakon, and be subject
to the same laws, they were called Jews." Dio abs, as the Dean
there quotes him, from Book XXXVI. p. 37, "That ety is called
Judea, and the people Jews; and this name is @ilsento as many
others as embrace their religion, though of otlations." But then upon
what foundation so good a governor as Hyrcanus tgodn him to
compel those ldumeans either to become Jews, leat@ the country,
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deserves great consideration. | suppose it wasubedhaey had long ago
been driven out of the land of Edom, and had semednd possessed
the tribe of Simeon, and all the southern partghef tribe of Judah,
which was the peculiar inheritance of the worshippa the true God
without idolatry, as the reader may learn from Rd|aPalestine, Part I.
p. 154, 305; and from Prideaux, at the years 1401&5.

. In this decree of the Roman senate, it seemshbkaetambassadors were
sent from the "people of the Jews," as well as ftbeir prince or high
priest, John Hyrcanus.
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Chapter 10

Hyrcaus Joined Himself to the Sect of the
Sadducees

1. When Antiochus had taken the kingdom, he waaichto make war
against Judea, because he heard that his brothérebyame mother, who
was also called Antiochus, was raising an armyreggdiim out of Cyzicum;
so he staid in his own land, and resolved to pespanself for the attack he
expected from his brother, who was called Cyzicebesause he had been
brought up in that city. He was the son of Anticghhbat was called Soter,
who died in Parthia. He was the brother of Demstribe father of Grypus;
for it had so happened, that one and the same &leowas married to two
who were brethren, as we have related elsewhereABiiochus Cyzicenus
coming into Syria, continued many years at war wiik brother. Now
Hyrcanus lived all this while in peace; for aftbetdeath of Antlochus, he
revolted from the Macedonians, (1) nor did he amgkr pay them the least
regard, either as their subject or their friendt bis affairs were in a very
improving and flourishing condition in the times Afexander Zebina, and
especially under these brethren, for the war withely had with one another
gave Hyrcanus the opportunity of enjoying himseaif Judea quietly,
insomuch that he got an immense quantity of morkdyw ever, when
Antiochus Cyzicenus distressed his land, he thesnlgpshowed what he
meant. And when he saw that Antiochus was destitfteEgyptian
auxiliaries, and that both he and his brother weran ill condition in the
struggles they had one with another, he despisad thoth.

2. SO0 he made an expedition against Samaria whasawery strong
city; of whose present name Sebaste, and its dibgilby Herod, we shall
speak at a proper time; but he made his attacksigihi and besieged it with
a great deal of pains; for he was greatly displeagigh the Samaritans for
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the injuries they had done to the people of Meriasaolony of the Jews, and
confederate with them, and this in compliance &kimgs of Syria. When he
had therefore drawn a ditch, and built a doublel walnd the city, which
was fourscore furlongs long, he set his sons Antigoand Arisrobulna over
the siege; which brought the Samaritans to thatgistress by famine, that
they were forced to eat what used not to be eat®ah to call for Antiochus
Cyzicenus to help them, who came readily to thesistance, but was beaten
by Aristobulus; and when he was pursued as farcgth8polis by the two
brethren, he got away. So they returned to Samand, shut them again
within the wall, till they were forced to send fine same Antiochus a second
time to help them, who procured about six thousarah from Ptolemy
Lathyrus, which were sent them without his motheossent, who had then
in a manner turned him out of his government. Witlese Egyptians
Antiochus did at first overrun and ravage the couof Hyrcanus after the
manner of a robber, for he durst not meet him enfdce to fight with him,
as not having an army sufficient for that purpobet only from this
supposal, that by thus harassing his land he sHout@ Hyrcanus to raise
the siege of Samaria; but because he fell intoesnand lost many of his
soldiers therein, he went away to Tripoli, and catted the prosecution of
the war against the Jews to Callimander and Eggisrat

3. But as to Callimander, he attacked the enemyadsbly, and was put
to flight, and destroyed immediately; and as tocEaies, he was such a lover
of money, that he openly betrayed Scythopolis, atiér places near it, to
the Jews, but was not able to make them raiseidye ©f Samaria. And
when Hyrcanus had taken that city, which was natedoll after a year's
siege, he was not contented with doing that onlyt, e demolished it
entirely, and brought rivulets to it to drown igrfhe dug such hollows as
might let the water run under it; nay, he took awasy very marks that there
had ever been such a city there. Now a very sumgriking is related of this
high priest Hyrcanus, how God came to discourshk tiitn; for they say that
on the very same day on which his sons fought #ttiochus Cyzicenus, he
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was alone in the temple, as high priest, offermgense, and heard a voice,
that his sons had just then overcome Antiochus. thiglhe openly declared
before all the multitude upon his coming out of theEmple; and it
accordingly proved true; and in this posture waeedffairs of Hyrcanus.

4. Now it happened at this time, that not only thdsws who were at
Jerusalem and in Judea were in prosperity, butthlzee of them that were
at Alexandria, and in Egypt and Cyprus; for Cleopahe queen was at
variance with her son Ptolemy, who was called Lathyand appointed for
her generals Chelcias and Ananias, the sons ofQinéds who built the
temple in the prefecture of Heliopolis, like to ttz Jerusalem, as we have
elsewhere related. Cleopatra intrusted these mém kér army, and did
nothing without their advice, as Strabo of Cappaattests, when he saith
thus, "Now the greater part, both those that camn€yprus with us, and
those that were sent afterward thither, revolteBttemy immediately; only
those that were called Onias's party, being Jearstjraied faithful, because
their countrymen Chelcias and Ananias were in ctaedr with the queen.”
These are the words of Strabo.

5. However, this prosperous state of affairs motresl Jews to envy
Hyrcanus; but they that were the worst disposehito were the Pharisees,
(2) who were one of the sects of the Jews, as we imiormed you already.
These have so great a power over the multitudéewthan they say any thing
against the king, or against the high priest, theypresently believed. Now
Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs, and greatly \oedicby them. And when he
once invited them to a feast, and entertained themy kindly, when he saw
them in a good humor, he began to say to them, ttlegt knew he was
desirous to be a righteous man, and to do all thimigereby he might please
God, which was the profession of the Pharisees &lswever, he desired,
that if they observed him offending in any poimidagoing out of the right
way, they would call him back and correct him. Ohiah occasion they
attested to his being entirely virtuous; with wha@@mmendation he was well
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pleased. But still there was one of his guestethghose name was Eleazar,
a man of an ill temper, and delighting in seditipuactices. This man said,"
Since thou desirest to know the truth, if thou Wit righteous in earnest, lay
down the high priesthood, and content thyself whié& civil government of
the people," And when he desired to know for whaise he ought to lay
down the high priesthood, the other replied, "Weehlaeard it from old men,
that thy mother had been a captive under the reiglntiochus Epiphanes.
(3)" This story was false, and Hyrcanus was prodoagainst him; and all
the Pharisees had a very great indignation aghinst

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great frodridlyrcanus's, but of
the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions are cputigary to those of the
Pharisees. He told Hyrcanus that Eleazar had nakta reproach upon him,
according to the common sentiments of all the Bkasg, and that this would
be made manifest if he would but ask them the gquestWhat punishment
they thought this man deserved? for that he migipedd upon it, that the
reproach was not laid on him with their approbatidnthey were for
punishing him as his crime deserved. So the Plewriseade answer, that he
deserved stripes and bonds, but that it did nomseight to punish
reproaches with death. And indeed the Pharisees, @pon other occasions,
are not apt to be severe in punishments. At thiglgesentence, Hyrcanus
was very angry, and thought that this man repradchan by their
approbation. It was this Jonathan who chiefly ated him, and influenced
him so far, that he made him leave the party offharisees, and abolish the
decrees they had imposed on the people, and telptimose that observed
them. From this source arose that hatred whichrte has sons met with
from the multitude: but of these matters we shp#ak hereafter. What |
would now explain is this, that the Pharisees hdelevered to the people a
great many observances by succession from thduwerfst which are not
written in the laws of Moses; and for that reasbisithat the Sadducees
reject them, and say that we are to esteem thas\ainces to be obligatory
which are in the written word, but are not to olseawhat are derived from
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the tradition of our forefathers. And concerningdé things it is that great
disputes and differences have arisen among thente Wie Sadducees are
able to persuade none but the rich, and have eopdpulace obsequious to
them, but the Pharisees have the multitude on fiedr. But about these two
sects, and that of the Essens, | have treatedaebuin the second book of
Jewish affairs.

7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this sedite after that lived
happily, and administered the government in theé bemner for thirty-one
years, and then died, (4) leaving behind him fiwass He was esteemed by
God worthy of three of the greatest privilegeshe tgovernment of his
nation, the dignity of the high priesthood, andgbrecy; for God was with
him, and enabled him to know futurities; and toefefl this in particular,
that, as to his two eldest sons, he foretold they twvould not long continue
in the government of public affairs; whose unhapayastrophe will be
worth our description, that we may thence learn any much they were
inferior to their father's happiness.

Footnotes:

1. Dean Prideaux takes notice at the year 130, thstinJun agreement
with Josephus, says, "The power of the Jews wasgrown so great,
that after this Antiochus they would not bear angcdeldonian king over
them; and that they set up a government of their,@md infested Syria
with great wars."

2. The original of the Sadducees, as a consideralstg pmong the Jews,
being contained in this and the two following sew, take Dean
Prideaux's note upon this their first public appeae, which | suppose
to be true: "Hyrcanus,” says be, "went over to thaaty of the
Sadducees; that is, by embracing their doctrinenagéhe traditions of
the eiders, added to the written law, and madeyjoakauthority with it,
but not their doctrine against the resurrection arfdture state; for this
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cannot be supposed of so good and righteous a sndoha Hyrcanus is
said to be. It is most probable, that at this time Sadducees had gone
no further in the doctrines of that sect than taydall their unwritten
traditions, which the Pharisees were so fond af;Jfasephus mentions
no other difference at this time between them;hagidoth he say that
Hyrcanna went over to the Sadducees in any oth#icpiar than in the
abolishing of all the traditionary constitutions thfe Pharisees, which
our Savior condemned as well as they." [At the Jear

. This slander, that arose from a Pharisee, has pesserved by their
successors the Rabbins to these later ages; foHDdson assures us
that David Gantz, in his Chronology, S. Pr. p. in7yorstius's version,
relates that Hyrcanus's mother was taken captiannt Modinth. See
ch. 13. sect. 5.

. Here ends the high priesthood, and the life of éxisellent person John
Hyrcanus, and together with him the holy theocraoy, Divine
government of the Jewish nation, and its concoriteacle by Urim.
Now follows the profane and tyrannical Jewish mahgr first of the
Asamoneans or Maccabees, and then of Herod the,@nealdumean,
till the coming of the Messiah. See the note onidAr. Ill. ch. 8. sect.
9. Hear Strabo's testimony on this occasion, B. XMl 761, 762:
"Those," says he, "that succeeded Moses continoeddme time in
earnest, both in righteous actions and in piety; dter a while there
were others that took upon them the high priesthoat first
superstitious and afterward tyrannical persons.hSacprophet was
Moses and those that succeeded him, beginning waya not to be
blamed, but changing for the worse. And when itnbp@ppeared that
the government was become tyrannical, Alexandertivagirst that set
up himself for a king instead of a priest; anddoas were Hyrcanus and
Aristobulus.” All in agreement with Josephus, exocepthis, that Strabo
omits the first king, Aristobulus, who reigning batsingle year, seems
hardly to have come to his knowledge. Nor indeeelsdéristobulus, the
son of Alexander, pretend that the name of king taken before his

59



father Alexander took it himself, Antig. B. XIV. cB. sect. 2. See also
ch. 12. sect. |, which favor Strabo also. And irdjeié we may judge
from the very different characters of the Egyptidews under high
priests, and of the Palestine Jews under kingsdriwo next centuries,
we may well suppose that the Divine Shechinah vwamsowed into
Egypt, and that the worshippers at the temple ad®were better men
than those at the temple of Jerusalem.
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Chapter 11

Aristobulus Had Taken the Government

1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was dead, thestldon Aristobulus,
intending to change the government into a kingdimmso he resolved to do,
first of all put a diadem on his head, four hundegghty and one years and
three months after the people had been deliveredh fthe Babylonish
slavery, and were returned to their own countryiragd@his Aristobulus
loved his next brother Antigonus, and treated henhia equal; but the others
he held in bonds. He also cast his mother intoopribecause she disputed
the government with him; for Hyrcanus had left teebe mistress of all. He
also proceeded to that degree of barbarity, asiltoh&r in prison with
hunger; nay, he was alienated from his brotherglmus by calumnies, and
added him to the rest whom he slew; yet he seemédue an affection for
him, and made him above the rest a partner withihithe kingdom. Those
calumnies he at first did not give credit to, pakiecause he loved him, and
so did not give heed to what was said against lamadl, partly because he
thought the reproaches were derived from the emileorelaters. But when
Antigonus was once returned from the army, and femedt was then at hand
when they make tabernacles to [the honor of Godhappened that
Arlstobulus was fallen sick, and that Antigonus tvep most splendidly
adorned, and with his soldiers about him in thema, to the temple to
celebrate the feast, and to put up many prayerstferrecovery of his
brother, when some wicked persons, who had a greatl to raise a
difference between the brethren, made use of tipisounity of the
pompous appearance of Antigonus, and of the graing which he had
done, and went to the king, and spitefully aggre¢tahe pompous show of
his at the feast, and pretended that all thesamistances were not like those
of a private person; that these actions were itidiea of an affectation of
royal authority; and that his coming with a strdoagy of men must be with
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an intention to kill him; and that his way of reasw was this: That it was a
silly thing in him, while it was in his power toiga himself, to look upon it
as a great favor that he was honored with a lowgty by his brother.

2. Aristobulus yielded to these imputations, butkt@are both that his
brother should not suspect him, and that he hinmaht not run the hazard
of his own safety; so he ordered his guards tanlia certain place that was
under ground, and dark; (he himself then lying sickhe tower which was
called Antonia;) and he commanded them, that ie dagigonus came in to
him unarmed, they should not touch any body, batnfied, they should kill
him; yet did he send to Antigonus, and desired tieatvould come unarmed,;
but the queen, and those that joined with her enlot against Antigonus,
persuaded the messenger to tell him the directagnthow his brother had
heard that he had made himself a fine suit of afimowar, and desired him
to come to him in that armor, that he might see How it was. So
Antigonus suspecting no treachery, but dependinghengood-will of his
brother, came to Aristobulus armed, as he usec tavith his entire armor,
in order to show it to him; but when he was comeatplace which was
called Strato's Tower, where the passage happeneel éxceeding dark, the
guards slew him; which death of his demonstratas mtlothing is stronger
than envy and calumny, and that nothing does mer&ialy divide the
good-will and natural affections of men than th@sessions. But here one
may take occasion to wonder at one Judas, who fithg gect of the Essens,
(1) and who never missed the truth in his predngjdor this man, when he
saw Antigonus passing by the temple, cried out itb dompanions and
friends, who abode with him as his scholars, ineortb learn the art of
foretelling things to come?" That it was good famho die now, since he
had spoken falsely about Antigonus, who is stillegland | see him passing
by, although he had foretold he should die at thegycalled Strato's Tower
that very day, while yet the place is six hundredoihgs off, where he had
foretold he should be slain; and still this dawnigreat part of it already past,
so that he was in danger of proving a false propliet he was saying this,
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and that in a melancholy mood, the news came théagdnus was slain in a
place under ground, which itself was called als@tBs Tower, or of the
same name with that Cesarea which is seated aetlneThis event put the
prophet into a great disorder.

3. But Aristobulus repented immediately of thisuglater of his brother;
on which account his disease increased upon hich,hanwas disturbed in
his mind, upon the guilt of such wickedness, insomthat his entrails were
corrupted by his intolerable pain, and he vomitkabth: at which time one of
the servants that attended upon him, and was ogriyis blood away, did,
by Divine Providence, as | cannot but suppose, diiywn, and shed part of
his blood at the very place where there were spbtdntigonus's blood,
there slain, still remaining; and when there wasyamade by the spectators,
as if the servant had on purpose shed the bloothamnplace, Aristobulus
heard it, and inquired what the matter was; antheg did not answer him,
he was the more earnest to know what it was, ihdaiatural to men to
suspect that what is thus concealed is very badpsa his threatening, and
forcing them by terrors to speak, they at lengttd kom the truth; whereupon
he shed many tears, in that disorder of mind whachse from his
consciousness of what he had done, and gave agieap, and said, "l am
not therefore, | perceive, to be concealed from ,dodthe impious and
horrid crimes | have been guilty of; but a suddaniphment is coming upon
me for the shedding the blood of my relations. Amav, O thou most
impudent body of mine, how long wilt thou retais@ul that ought to die, in
order to appease the ghosts of my brother and ntlgaridWhy dost thou not
give it all up at once? And why do | deliver up fiolpod drop by drop to
those whom | have so wickedly murdered?" In sayimich last words he
died, having reigned a year. He was called a lovehe Grecians; and had
conferred many benefits on his own country, and anadr against lturea,
and added a great part of it to Judea, and conagptile inhabitants, if they
would continue in that country, to be circumcisadd to live according to
the Jewish laws. He was naturally a man of caraludl, of great modesty, as
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Strabo bears witness, in the name of Timagenes;salgs thus: "This man
was a person of candor, and very serviceable taléhes; for he added a
country to them, and obtained a part of the natibthe Itureans for them,
and bound them to them by the bond of the circuimeisf their genitals."

Footnote:

1. Hence we learn that the Essens pretended to hés@ whereby men
might foretell things to come, and that this JuthesEssen taught those
rules to his scholars; but whether their pretenseevof an astrological
or magical nature, which yet in such religious Jewko were utterly
forbidden such arts, is no way probable, or to Bath Col, spoken of
by the later Rabbins, or otherwise, | cannot &de Of the War, B. II.
ch. 8. sect. 12.
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Chapter 12

Alexander Had Taken the Government

1. When Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, whothe Greeks,
was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of pris@or Aristobulus had
kept them in bonds, as we have said already,) amkmlexander Janneus
king, who was the superior in age and in moderafldms child happened to
be hated by his father as soon as he was borng@rid never be permitted
to come into his father's sight till he died. (h}eToccasion of which hatred is
thus reported: when Hyrcanus chiefly loved the taldest of his sons,
Antigonus and Aristobutus, God appeared to himigsheep, of whom he
inquired which of his sons should be his succeddpon God's representing
to him the countenance of Alexander, he was gridhiatlhe was to be the
heir of all his goods, and suffered him to be bidugp in Galilee However,
God did not deceive Hyrcanus; for after the deathAdstobulus, he
certainly took the kingdom; and one of his brethrewino affected the
kingdom, he slew; and the other, who chose to dv@ivate and quiet life,
he had in esteem.

2. When Alexander Janneus had settled the governimghe manner
that he judged best, he made an expedition agRtestmais; and having
overcome the men in battle, he shut them up ircilye and sat round about
it, and besieged it; for of the maritime citiesrtneemained only Ptolemais
and Gaza to be conquered, besides Strato's Towddanmra, which were held
by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while Antiochus Philometand Antiochus who
was called Cyzicenus, were making war one agaimsthar, and destroying
one another's armies, the people of Ptolemais doaNe no assistance from
them; but when they were distressed with this si@gdus, who possessed
Strato's Tower and Dora, and maintained a legiorsadfliers, and, on
occasion of the contest between the kings, affettemhny himself, came
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and brought some small assistance to the peoptéotdmais; nor indeed had
the kings such a friendship for them, as that tehguld hope for any
advantage from them. Both those kings were in #me of wrestlers, who
finding themselves deficient in. strength, andly&ihg ashamed to yield, put
off the fight by laziness, and by lying still as\gpas they can. The only hope
they had remaining was from the kings of Egypt, dmam Ptolemy
Lathyrus, who now held Cyprus, and who came to Gyprhen he was
driven from the government of Egypt by Cleopatsmbther. So the people
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, andrddshim to come as a
confederate, to deliver them, now they were in sileihger, out of the hands
of Alexander. And as the ambassadors gave him hopasif he would pass
over into Syria, he would have the people of Gazahe side of those of
Ptolemais; as also they said, that Zoilus, anddessihese the Sidonians, and
many others, would assist them; so he was elewatéus, and got his fleet
ready as soon as possible.

3. But in this interval Demenetus, one that wasifities to persuade
men to do as he would have them, and a leaderegbdbulace, made those
of Ptolemais change their opinions; and said tanthteat it was better to run
the hazard of being subject to the Jews, than maitaaf evident slavery by
delivering themselves up to a master; and besidsto have not only a war
at present, but to expect a much greater war frgyp€& for that Cleopatra
would not overlook an army raised by Ptolemy foméelf out of the
neighborhood, but would come against them witheagarmy of her own,
and this because she was laboring to eject heosbaf Cyprus also; that as
for Ptolemy, if he fail of his hopes, he can gttire to Cyprus, but that they
will be left in the greatest danger possible. Nowlémy, although he had
heard of the change that was made in the peopgiobémais, yet did he still
go on with his voyage, and came to the countryedagycamine, and there
set his army on shore. This army of his, in the iimrse and foot together,
were about thirty thousand, with which he marchedrrnio Ptolemais, and
there pitched his camp. But when the people ofétals neither received
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his ambassadors, nor would hear what they hadytoh&awas under a very
great concern,

4. But when Zoilus and the people of Gaza cameny and desired his
assistance, because their country was laid wastdhbyJews, and by
Alexander, Alexander raised the siege, for fedPtolemy: and when he had
drawn off his army into his own country, he usestratagem afterwards, by
privately inviting Cleopatra to come against Ptofetvut publicly pretending
to desire a league of friendship and mutual assstawith him; and
promising to give him four hundred talents of silviee desired that, by way
of requital, he would take off Zoilus the tyrantdagive his country to the
Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy, with pleasure, msueh a league of
friendship with Alexander, and subdued Zoilus; bien he afterwards
heard that he had privily sent to Cleopatra hishegthe broke the league
with him, which yet he had confirmed with an oadnd fell upon him, and
besieged Ptolemais, because it would not receiwe However, leaving his
generals, with some part of his forces, to go othwie siege, he went
himself immediately with the rest to lay Judea wastnd when Alexander
understood this to be Ptolemy's intention, he @lgbtogether about fifty
thousand soldiers out of his own country; nay, @mes writers have said,
eighty thousand (2) He then took his army, and wennheet Ptolemy; but
Ptolemy fell upon Asochis, a city of Galilee, arabk it by force on the
sabbath day, and there he took about ten thousawelss and a great deal of
other prey.

5. He then tried to take Sepphoris, which was w rdt far from that
which was destroyed, but lost many of his men;didthe then go to fight
with Alexander; which Alexander met him at the rid®rdan, near a certain
place called Saphoth, [not far from the river Jorfland pitched his camp
near to the enemy. He had however eight thousatieifirst rank, which he
styled Hecatontomachi, having shields of brass.sého the first rank of
Ptolemy's soldiers also had shields covered withsdr But Ptolemy's
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soldiers in other respects were inferior to thoSélexander, and therefore
were more fearful of running hazards; but Philostequs, the camp-master,
put great courage into them, and ordered them $s g& river, which was
between their camps. Nor did Alexander think fihtoder their passage over
it; for he thought, that if the enemy had once @otthe river on their back,
that he should the easier take them prisoners, wiencould not flee out of
the battle: in the beginning of which, the actsoth sides, with their hands,
and with their alacrity, were alike, and a greatughter was made by both
the armies; but Alexander was superior, till Phgphanus opportunely
brought up the auxiliaries, to help those that wgveng way; but as there
were no auxiliaries to afford help to that parttio¢ Jews that gave way, it
fell out that they fled, and those near them didaasist them, but fled along
with them. However, Ptolemy's soldiers acted quitkerwise; for they
followed the Jews, and killed them, till at lengimose that slew them
pursued after them when they had made them alhway, and slew them so
long, that their weapons of iron were blunted, #radr hands quite tired with
the slaughter; for the report was, that thirty themd men were then slain.
Timagenes says they were fifty thousand. As forrdst, they were part of
them taken captives, and the other part ran aw#yeio own country.

6. After this victory, Ptolemy overran all the cdyn and when night
came on, he abode in certain villages of Judeagiwivhen he found full of
women and children, he commanded his soldiersémgle them, and to cut
them in pieces, and then to cast them into boiltafdrons, and then to
devour their limbs as sacrifices. This commandmeas given, that such as
fled from the battle, and came to them, might sgpptheir enemies were
cannibals, and eat men's flesh, and might on thebumt be still more
terrified at them upon such a sight. And both Siramd Nicholaus [of
Damascus] affirm, that they used these people #fiermanner, as | have
already related. Ptolemy also took Ptolemais bgdpas we have declared
elsewhere.
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Footnotes:

1. The reason why Hyrcanus suffered not this son ®fwhom he did not
love to come into Judea, but ordered him to be dimoup in Galilee, is
suggested by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee was not ssdeso happy and
well cultivated a country as Judea, Matthew 26J@1n 7:52; Acts 2.7,
although another obvious reason occurs also, thatds out of his sight
in Galilee than he would have been in Judea.

2. From these, and other occasional expressions, ddopp Josephus, we
may learn, that where the sacred hooks of the Jesve deficient, he
had several other histories then extant, (but nosstnof them lost,)
which he faithfully followed in his own history; nandeed have we any
other records of those times, relating to Judeat, ¢tan be compared to
these accounts of Josephus, though when we do wm#etauthentic
fragments of such original records, they almostagisvconfirm his
history.
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Chapter 13

Alexander Slew Many Ten Thousands of Jews That
Rebelled Against Him

1. When Cleopatra saw that her son was grown gegwdt,laid Judea
waste, without disturbance, and had gotten thedfitgaza under his power,
she resolved no longer to overlook what he did,rwhe was almost at her
gates; and she concluded, that now he was so ntirigsr than before, he
would be very desirous of the dominion over the [@ns; but she
immediately marched against him, with a fleet & ard an army of foot on
land, and made Chelcias and Ananias the Jews dermdraer whole army,
while she sent the greatest part of her riches,gnandchildren, and her
testament, to the people of Cos (1) Cleopatra@dered her son Alexander
to sail with a great fleet to Phoenicia; and whieat tcountry had revolted,
she came to Ptolemais; and because the peopl®lehtztis did not receive
her, she besieged the city; but Ptolemy went oubyifa, and made haste
unto Egypt, supposing that he should find it destitof an army, and soon
take it, though he failed of his hopes. At this dinChelcias, one of
Cleopatra's generals, happened to die in Celesysidje was in pursuit of
Ptolemy.

2. When Cleopatra heard of her son's attempt, hat his Egyptian
expedition did not succeed according to his expects, she sent thither part
of her army, and drove him out of that countrymdeen he was returned out
of Egypt again, he abode during the winter at Gazahich time Cleopatra
took the garrison that was in Ptolemais by siegewall as the city; and
when Alexander came to her, he gave her presents,sach marks of
respect as were but proper, since under the msskdeendured by Ptolemy
he had no other refuge but her. Now there were soimeer friends who
persuaded her to seize Alexander, and to overrdrtake possession of the
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country, and not to sit still and see such a nudttof brave Jews subject to
one man. But Ananias's counsel was contrary taghaho said that she
would do an unjust action if she deprived a mart Wisas her ally of that

authority which belonged to him, and this a man wheelated to us; "for

(said he) | would not have thee ignorant of thigttwhat in. justice thou

dost to him will make all us that are Jews to bedhemies. This desire of
Ananias Cleopatra complied with, and did no injtoyAlexander, but made

a league of mutual assistance with him at Scythspalcity of Celesyria.

3. So when Alexander was delivered from the feawas in of Ptolemy,
he presently made an expedition against CoelesMeaalso took Gadara,
after a siege of ten months. He took also Areathugery strong fortress
belonging to the inhabitants above Jordan, whereodbrus, the son of
Zeno, had his chief treasure, and what he esteemstiprecious. This Zeno
fell unexpectedly upon the Jews, and slew ten tadi©f them, and seized
upon Alexander's baggage. Yet did not this misfugtterrify Alexander; but
he made an expedition upon the maritime parts efctbuntry, Raphia and
Anthedon, (the name of which king Herod afterwarkdanged to Agrippias,)
and took even that by force. But when Alexander saat Ptolemy was
retired from Gaza to Cyprus, and his mother Cleapatas returned to
Egypt, he grew angry at the people of Gaza, bec#useg had invited
Ptolemy to assist them, and besieged their city, ravaged their country.
But as Apollodotus, the general of the army of Gdekh upon the camp of
the Jews by night, with two thousand foreign and tteousand of his own
forces, while the night lasted, those of Gaza pledabecause the enemy
was made to believe that it was Ptolemy who atthdkem; but when day
was come on, and that mistake was corrected, andetivs knew the truth of
the matter, they came back again, and fell uposehad Gaza, and slew of
them about a thousand. But as those of Gaza stoesigted them, and
would not yield for either their want of any thingpr for the great multitude
that were slain, (for they would rather suffer amrdship whatever than
come under the power of their enemies,) Aretasg loh the Arabians, a
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person then very illustrious, encouraged them toogowith alacrity, and
promised them that he would come to their assistabat it happened that
before he came Apollodotus was slain; for his kepthysimachus envying
him for the great reputation he had gained amoagitizens, slew him, and
got the army together, and delivered up the citplexander, who, when he
came in at first, lay quiet, but afterward set dnigy upon the inhabitants of
Gaza, and gave them leave to punish them; so saneame way, and some
went another, and slew the inhabitants of Gaza; wete not they of
cowardly hearts, but opposed those that came yalséam, and slew as many
of the Jews; and some of them, when they saw tHeassédeserted, burnt
their own houses, that the enemy might get noribedf spoils; nay, some of
them, with their own hands, slew their children dhéir wives, having no
other way but this of avoiding slavery for themt e senators, who were
in all five hundred, fled to Apollo's temple, (ftnis attack happened to be
made as they were sitting,) whom Alexander slewd when he had utterly
overthrown their city, he returned to Jerusalenvitaspent a year in that
siege.

4. About this very time Antiochus, who was called/fus, died (2) His
death was caused by Heracleon's treachery, whematidived forty-five
years, and had reigned twenty-nine. (3) His somuels succeeded him in
the kingdom, and made war with Antiochus, his fdtghérother, who was
called Antiochus Cyzicenus, and beat him, and twok prisoner, and slew
him. But after a while Antiochus, the son of Cyzias, who was called Pius,
came to Aradus, and put the diadem on his own head,made war with
Seleucus, and beat him, and drove him out of aibSBut when he fled out
of Syria, he came to Mopsuestia again, and levieday upon them; but the
people of Mopsuestin had indignation at what he ditd burnt down his
palace, and slew him, together with his friendst Boen Antiochus, the son
of Cyzicenus, was king of Syria, Antiochus, (4) theother of Seleucus,
made war upon him, and was overcome, and destrdyednd his army.
After him, his brother Philip put on the diademdarigned over some part
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of Syria; but Ptolemy Lathyrus sent for his foultfother Demetrius, who
was called Eucerus, from Cnidus, and made him kih@amascus. Both
these brothers did Antiochus vehemently oppose, poesently died; for

when he was come as an auxiliary to Laodice, quédhe Gileadites, (5)
when she was making war against the Parthians, hedvas fighting

courageously, he fell, while Demetrius and Philgpvgrned Syria, as hath
been elsewhere related.

5. As to Alexander, his own people were seditiogairast him; for at a
festival which was then celebrated, when he stqmohuhe altar, and was
going to sacrifice, the nation rose upon him, aedtea him with citrons
[which they then had in their hands, because] #éwe dof the Jews required
that at the feast of tabernacles every one shoaNe Ibranches of the palm
tree and citron tree; which thing we have elsewhedated. They also
reviled him, as derived from a captive, and so umiwoof his dignity and of
sacrificing. At this he was in a rage, and slevhefm about six thousand. He
also built a partition-wall of wood round the altand the temple, as far as
that partition within which it was only lawful fdhe priests to enter; and by
this means he obstructed the multitude from comaghim. He also
maintained foreigners of Pisidie and Cilicia; farta the Syrians, he was at
war with them, and so made no use of them. He@lsocame the Arabians,
such as the Moabites and Gileadites, and made Ibiniegp tribute. Moreover,
he demolished Amathus, while Theodorus (6) dursfight with him; but as
he had joined battle with Obedas, king of the Aaabi and fell into an
ambush in the places that were rugged and difficulbe traveled over, he
was thrown down into a deep valley, by the muli&uof the camels at
Gadurn, a village of Gilead, and hardly escapet Wi life. From thence he
fled to Jerusalem, where, besides his other ilcesg, the nation insulted
him, and he fought against them for six years, sled no fewer than fifty
thousand of them. And when he desired that theyldvdesist from their ill-
will to him, they hated him so much the more, ormcamt of what had
already happened; and when he had asked them wltatght to do, they all
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cried out, that he ought to kill himself. They alkent to Demetrius Eucerus,
and desired him to make a league of mutual defertbethem.

Footnotes:

1. This city, or island, Cos, is not that remote islan the Aegean Sea,
famous for the birth of the great Hippocrates, dwity or island of the
same name adjoining to Egypt, mentioned both bypl&teus and
Ptolemy, as Dr. Mizon informs us. Of which Cos, &imel treasures there
laid up by Cleopatra and the Jews, see Antig. B.. Xh. 7, sect. 2.

2. This account of the death of Antiochus Grypus isficomed by Appion,
Syriac. p. 132, here cited by Spanheim.

3. Porphyry says that this Antiochus Grypus reignetitiventy-six years,
as Dr. Hudson observes. The copies of Josephus,Greek and Latin,
have here so grossly false a reading, Antiochus Antbninus, or
Antonius Plus, for Antiochus Pius, that the editars forced to correct
the text from the other historians, who all agies this king's name was
nothing more than Antiochus Plus.

4. These two brothers, Antiochus and Philippus ardedatwins by
Porphyry; the fourth brother was king of Damasdah which are the
observations of Spanheim.

5. This Laodicea was a city of Gilead beyond Jordaowever, Porphyry
says that this Antiochus Pius did not die in thatle; but, running
away, was drowned in the river Orontes. Appian stiyd he, was
deprived of the kingdom of Syria by Tigranes; batghyry makes this
Laodice queen of the Calamans; - all which is ndigdSpanheim. In
such confusion of the later historians, we haveeason to prefer any of
them before Josephus, who had more original onésrdodim. This
reproach upon Alexander, that he was sprung fraagpéive, seems only
the repetition of the old Pharisaical calumny upanfather, ch. 10. sect.
5.

6. This Theodorus was the son of Zeno, and was inggegm of Areathus,
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as we learn from sect. 3 foregoing.

75



Chapter 14

The Death of Demetrius

1. So Demetrius came with an army, and took thieaeitvited him, and
pitched his camp near the city Shechem; upon whlekander, with his six
thousand two hundred mercenaries, and about twiotysand Jews, who
were of his party, went against Demetrius, who Hhtee thousand
horsemen, and forty thousand footmen. Now there\gezat endeavors used
on both sides, - Demetrius trying to bring off tnercenaries that were with
Alexander, because they were Greeks, and Alexangiag to bring off the
Jews that were with Demetrius. However, when neithie them could
persuade them so to do, they came to a battle, Dardetrius was the
conqueror; in which all Alexander's mercenariesenralied, when they had
given demonstration of their fidelity and courag®. great number of
Demetrius's soldiers were slain also.

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains, six Haod of the Jews
hereupon came together [from Demetrius] to himadudity at the change of
his fortune; upon which Demetrius was afraid, agitted out of the country;
after which the Jews fought against Alexander, lagidg beaten, were slain
in great numbers in the several battles which tre; and when he had shut
up the most powerful of them in the city Bethome desieged them therein;
and when he had taken the city, and gotten the mmenhis power, he
brought them to Jerusalem, and did one of the imadiarous actions in the
world to them; for as he was feasting with his adrges, in the sight of all
the city, he ordered about eight hundred of therhearucified; and while
they were living, he ordered the throats of théitdren and wives to be cut
before their eyes. This was indeed by way of reeefang the injuries they
had done him; which punishment yet was of an inhumature, though we
suppose that he had been never so much distresseadeed he had been,
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by his wars with them, for he had by their meansiedo the last degree of
hazard, both of his life and of his kingdom, whihey were not satisfied by
themselves only to fight against him, but introdli¢ereigners also for the
same purpose; nay, at length they reduced himabdbgree of necessity,
that he was forced to deliver back to the king ddl#a the land of Moab and
Gilead, which he had subdued, and the places tkat i them, that they
might not join with them in the war against him, they had done ten
thousand other things that tended to affront apdoach him. However, this
barbarity seems to have been without any necessitywhich account he
bare the name of a Thracian among the Jews (1)enpen the soldiers that
had fought against him, being about eight thousantumber, ran away by
night, and continued fugitives all the time thae®dnder lived; who being
now freed from any further disturbance from themgmed the rest of his
time in the utmost tranquillity.

3. But when Demetrius was departed out of Judeadm to Berea, and
besieged his brother Philip, having with him tenoukand footmen, and a
thousand horsemen. However Strato, the tyrant oéddhe confederate of
Philip, called in Zizon, the ruler of the Arabiaitbes, and Mithridates Sinax,
the ruler of the Parthians, who coming with a gneamnber of forces, and
besieging Demetrius in his encampment, into whiokythad driven them
with their arrows, they compelled those that werngéhwvim by thirst to
deliver up themselves. So they took a great manyissput of that country,
and Demetrius himself, whom they sent to Mithridatgho was then king of
Parthis; but as to those whom they took captivethefpeople of Antioch,
they restored them to the Antiochinus without agward. Now Mithridates,
the king of Parthis, had Demetrius in great hotidirDemetrius ended his
life by sickness. So Philip, presently after thghfi was over, came to
Antioch, and took it, and reigned over Syria.
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Footnote:
1. This name Thracida, which the Jews gave Alexanderst, by the

coherence, denote as barbarous as a Thracianmawda@at like it; but
what it properly signifies is not known.
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Chapter 15

Alexander After a Sickness of Three Years Died

1. After this, Antiochus, who was called Dionys(), and was Philip's
brother, aspired to the dominion, and carne to B&om and got the power
into his hands, and there he reigned; but as hemaksng war against the
Arabians, his brother Philip heard of it, and catbeDamascus, where
Milesius, who had been left governor of the citadald the Damascens
themselves, delivered up the city to him; yet beeaRhilip was become
ungrateful to him, and had bestowed upon him ngtloh that in hopes
whereof he had received him into the city, but Aadind to have it believed
that it was rather delivered up out of fear thanthwy kindness of Milesius,
and because he had not rewarded him as he ouglatveodone, he became
suspected by him, and so he was obliged to leavmaBeus again; for
Milesius caught him marching out into the Hippodeyrand shut him up in
it, and kept Damascus for Antiochus [Eucerus], vilearing how Philip's
affairs stood, came back out of Arabia. He alsoeanmediately, and made
an expedition against Judea, with eight thousantedrfootmen, and eight
hundred horsemen. So Alexander, out of fear ofcloising, dug a deep
ditch, beginning at Chabarzaba, which is now calletipatris, to the sea of
Joppa, on which part only his army could be broumgdinst him. He also
raised a wall, and erected wooden towers, andnrgeiate redoubts, for one
hundred and fifty furlongs in length, and there exted the coming of
Antiochus; but he soon burnt them all, and madeahsy pass by that way
into Arabia. The Arabian king [Aretas] at first medted, but afterward
appeared on the sudden with ten thousand horsemtiochus gave them
the meeting, and fought desperately; and indeednwiee had gotten the
victory, and was bringing some auxiliaries to thatt of his army that was in
distress, he was slain. When Antiochus was fallea,army fled to the
village Cana, where the greatest part of them peddy famine.
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2. After him (2) Arems reigned over Celesyria, lgeicalled to the
government by those that held Damascus, by reafstive dhatred they bare
to Ptolemy Menneus. He also made thence an expedigiainst Judea, and
beat Alexander in battle, near a place called Adyga did he, upon certain
conditions agreed on between them, retire out dédu

3. But Alexander marched again to the city Diog] &vok it; and then
made an expedition against Essa, where was thepaesif Zeno's treasures,
and there he encompassed the place with three; watiswhen he had taken
the city by fighting, he marched to Golan and Sekuand when he had
taken these cities, he, besides them, took tha¢wavhich is called The
Valley of Antiochus, as also the fortress of Gamdte also accused
Demetrius, who was governor of those places, ofyn@ames, and turned
him out; and after he had spent three years invtars he returned to his own
country, when the Jews joyfully received him uplis his good success.

4. Now at this time the Jews were in possessioth@ffollowing cities
that had belonged to the Syrians, and IdumeansPhodnicians: At the sea-
side, Strato's Tower, Apollonia, Joppa, Jamhis, dash Gaza, Anthedon,
Raphia, and Rhinocolura; in the middle of the coynhear to Idumea,
Adorn, and Marissa; near the country of SamariayMd&armel, and Mount
Tabor, Scythopolis, and Gadara; of the country atil@Gnitis, Seleucia and
Gabala; in the country of Moab, Heshbon, and Medabmba, and Oronas,
Gelithon, Zorn, the valley of the Cilices, and Bphlvhich last they utterly
destroyed, because its inhabitants would not beahange their religious
rites for those peculiar to the Jews. (3) The Jalas possessed others of the
principal cities of Syria, which had been destrayed

5. After this, king Alexander, although he fellona distemper by hard
drinking, and had a quartan ague, which held hiredlyears, yet would not
leave off going out with his army, till he was qugpent with the labors he
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had undergone, and died in the bounds of Ragafmatrass beyond Jordan.
But when his queen saw that he was ready to die,had no longer any
hopes of surviving, she came to him weeping ancetdimg, and bewailed
herself and her sons on the desolate conditiongheuld be left in; and said
to him, "To whom dost thou thus leave me and mydcan, who are
destitute of all other supports, and this when tkiwowest how much ill-will
thy nation bears thee?" But he gave her the follgwadvice: That she need
but follow what he would suggest to her, in orderrétain the kingdom
securely, with her children: that she should cohdea death from the
soldiers till she should have taken that placeerafihis she should go in
triumph, as upon a victory, to Jerusalem, and puatesof her authority into
the hands of the Pharisees; for that they wouldnsend her for the honor
she had done them, and would reconcile the nadidvet for he told her they
had great authority among the Jews, both to do tousuch as they hated,
and to bring advantages to those to whom they \frexrdly disposed; for
that they are then believed best of all by the iudé when they speak any
severe thing against others, though it be onlyadwnvy at them. And he
said that it was by their means that he had indutine displeasure of the
nation, whom indeed he had injured. "Do thou, tfeee" said he, "when
thou art come to Jerusalem, send for the leadingan®ng them, and show
them my body, and with great appearance of singayive them leave to use
it as they themselves please, whether they wihahsr the dead body by
refusing it burial, as having severely sufferedroy means, or whether in
their anger they will offer any other injury to tHaody. Promise them also
that thou wilt do nothing without them in the affabf the kingdom. If thou
dost but say this to them, | shall have the horica more glorious Funeral
from them than thou couldst have made for me; anenwt is in their power
to abuse my dead body, they will do it no injuryadlt and thou wilt rule in
safety." (4) So when he had given his wife thisieglvhe died, after he had
reigned twenty-seven years, and lived fifty yeaithiw one.
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Footnotes:

1. Spanheim takes notice that this Antiochus Dionyfbs brother of
Philip, and of Demetrius Eucerus, and of two otfpass the fifth son of
Antiochus Grypus; and that he is styled on the soiffAntiochus,
Epiphanes, Dionysus."

2. This Aretas was the first king of the Arabians wibok Damascus, and
reigned there; which name became afterwards conmtmench Arabian
kings, both at Petra and at Damascus, as we leam Josephus in
many places; and from St. Paul, 2 Corinthians 1135 the note on
Antig. B. XVI. ch. 9. sect. 4.

3. We may here and elsewhere take notice, that whatevmtries or cities
the Asamoneans conquered from any of the neighipamiattions, or
whatever countries or cities they gained from th#émt had not
belonged to them before, they, after the days atalyus, compelled the
inhabitants to leave their idolatry, and entirety receive the law of
Moses, as proselytes of justice, or else banishedh tinto other lands.
That excellent prince, John Hyrcanus, did it to lithemeans, as | have
noted on ch. 9. sect. 1, already, who lived theth&a Promised Land,
and this | suppose justly; but by what right thet réid it, even to the
countries or cities that were no part of that lanhdp not at all know.
This looks too like unjust persecution for religion

4. It seems, by this dying advice of Alexander Janreuss wife, that he
had himself pursued the measures of his fatherafyrs. and taken part
with the Sadducees, who kept close to the writn, lagainst the
Pharisees, who had introduced their own traditichs,16. sect. 2; and
that he now saw a political necessity of submittinghe Pharisees and
their traditions hereatfter, if his widow and famityinded to retain their
monarchical government or tyranny over the Jewiton; which sect
yet, thus supported, were at last in a great meatw ruin of the
religion, government, and nation of the Jews, ammligpht them into so
wicked a state, that the vengeance of God came tygon to their utter
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excision. Just thus did Caiaphas politically advise Jewish sanhedrim,
John 11:50, "That it was expedient for them that oran should die for
the people, and that the whole nation perish natiid this in
consequence of their own political supposal, v&:. that, "If they let
Jesus alone,"” with his miracles, "all men wouldéwa on him, and the
Romans would come and take away both their pladenation." Which
political crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth brouglatwn the vengeance of
God upon them, and occasioned those very Romansihofm they
seemed so much afraid, that to prevent it theyhputto death, actually
to "come and take away both their place and natwatiiin thirty-eight
years afterwards. | heartily wish the politiciarfsGhristendom would
consider these and the like examples, and no losagifice all virtue
and religion to their pernicious schemes of govesninto the bringing
down the judgments of God upon themselves, andsdéiveral nations
intrusted to their care. But this is a digressibnwish it were an
unseasonable one also. Josephus himself severas tmakes such
digressions, and | here venture to follow him. $ee of them at the
conclusion of the very next chapter.
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Chapter 16

Alexandra Retained the Kingdom Nine Years

1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the fortretsdaas her husband
had suggested to her, and spake to the Pharisekpusaall things into their
power, both as to the dead body, and as to th&saffé the kingdom, and
thereby pacified their anger against Alexander, made them bear goodwill
and friendship to him; who then came among the itndk, and made
speeches to them, and laid before them the actbrdexander, and told
them that they had lost a righteous king; and leyadbmmendation they gave
him, they brought them to grieve, and to be in Iezss for him, so that he
had a funeral more splendid than had any of thgskbefore him. Alexander
left behind him two sons, Hyrcanus and Aristobulbogt committed the
kingdom to Alexandra. Now, as to these two sonsichlyus was indeed
unable to manage public affairs, and delightederath a quiet life; but the
younger, Aristobulus, was an active and a bold nag for this woman
herself, Alexandra, she was loved by the multituoecause she seemed
displeased at the offenses her husband had belenafui

2. So she made Hyrcanus high priest, because hethgaslder, but
much more because he cared not to meddle withigepldnd permitted the
Pharisees to do every thing; to whom also she edddre multitude to be
obedient. She also restored again those practiteshwvihe Pharisees had
introduced, according to the traditions of theirefathers, and which her
father-in-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated. So sheihdeled the name of the
regent, but the Pharisees had the authority; fwag they who restored such
as had been banished, and set such as were psasirigrerty, and, to say all
at once, they differed in nothing from lords. Howevthe queen also took
care of the affairs of the kingdom, and got togethegreat body of
mercenary soldiers, and increased her own armyi¢b a degree, that she
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became terrible to the neighboring tyrants, ank toostages of them: and
the country was entirely at peace, excepting thexiBdes; for they disturbed
the queen, and desired that she would kill those pdrsuaded Alexander to
slay the eight hundred men; after which they cetttiroat of one of them,
Diogenes; and after him they did the same to sévena after another, till
the men that were the most potent came into trecpahnd Aristobulus with
them, for he seemed to be displeased at what was; dmd it appeared
openly, that if he had an opportunity, he would petmit his mother to go
on so. These put the queen in mind what great danipey had gone
through, and great things they had done, whereby tlad demonstrated the
firmness of their fidelity to their master, insorhuthat they had recieved the
greatest marks of favor from him; and they begdeukeo, that she would not
utterly blast their hopes, as it now happened, wen they had escaped the
hazards that arose from their [open] enemies, Wexe to be cut off at home
by their [private] enemies, like brute beasts, withany help whatsoever.
They said also, that if their adversaries wouldsatsfied with those that had
been slain already, they would take what had beee gatiently, on account
of their natural love to their governors; but iethmust expect the same for
the future also, they implored of her a dismisdim@m her service; for they
could not bear to think of attempting any method floeir deliverance
without her, but would rather die willingly befotlee palace gate, in case she
would not forgive them. And that it was a greatrababoth for themselves
and for the queen, that when they were neglectedebythey should come
under the lash of her husband's enemies; for thetad, the Arabian king,
and the monarchs, would give any reward, if theyldaet such men as
foreign auxiliaries, to whom their very names, beftheir voices be heard,
may perhaps be terrible; but if they could not obthis their second request,
and if she had determined to prefer the Phariseésrd them, they still
insisted that she would place them every one inftwtresses; for if some
fatal demon hath a constant spite against Alexandteuse, they would be
willing to bear their part, and to live in a prieattation there.
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3. As these men said thus, and called upon Alexendgost for
commiseration of those already slain, and thoselanger of it, all the
bystanders brake out into tears. But Aristobulusfoghmade manifest what
were his sentiments, and used. many reproachfuksgns to his mother,
[saying,] "Nay, indeed, the case is this, that thaye been themselves the
authors of their own calamities, who have permiegdoman who, against
reason, was mad with ambition, to reign over thetmen there were sons in
the flower of their age fitter for it." So Alexarajrnot knowing what to do
with any decency, committed the fortresses to thambut Hyrcania, and
Alexandrium, and Macherus, where her principal dveas were. After a
little while also, she sent her son Aristobulushwén army to Damascus
against Ptolemy, who was called Menneus, who wab aubad neighbor to
the city; but he did nothing considerable there&l smreturned home.

4. About this time news was brought that Tigramies,king of Armenia,
had made an irruption into Syria with five hundtedusand soldiers, (1) and
was coming against Judea. This news, as may walpposed, terrified the
gueen and the nation. Accordingly, they sent hirmynand very valuable
presents, as also ambassadors, and that as heesiagibg Ptolemais; for
Selene the queen, the same that was also callegb&ita, ruled then over
Syria, who had persuaded the inhabitants to exclugianes. So the Jewish
ambassadors interceded with him, and entreatedHatrhe would determine
nothing that was severe about their queen or nalercommended them for
the respects they paid him at so great a distammkgave them good hopes
of his favor. But as soon as Ptolemais was takewsrcame to Tigranes, that
Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mithridates, could niight upon him, who was
fled into Iberia, but was laying waste Armenia, drasieging its cities. Now
when Tigranes knew this, he returned home.

5. After this, when the queen was fallen into ag#aous distemper,
Aristobulus resolved to attempt the seizing of gfusernment; so he stole
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away secretly by night, with only one of his setgarand went to the
fortresses, wherein his friends, that were sucinftbe days of his father,
were settled; for as he had been a great whileledispd at his mother's
conduct, so he was now much more afraid, lest, f@rdeath, their whole
family should be under the power of the Pharisked)e saw the inability of
his brother, who was to succeed in the governmeat;, was any one
conscious of what he was doing but only his wifapm he left at Jerusalem
with their children. He first of all came to Agahbehere was Galestes, one of
the potent men before mentioned, and was receiyedirh. When it was
day, the queen perceived that Aristobulus was fiedt for some time she
supposed that his departure was not in order toenaaly innovation; but
when messengers came one after another with the taw he had secured
the first place, the second place, and all thegslator as soon as one had
begun they all submitted to his disposal, thenasuwhat the queen and the
nation were in the greatest disorder, for they veavare that it would not be
long ere Aristobulus would be able to settle hihsiimly in the
government. What they were principally afraid ofswthis, that he would
inflict punishment upon them for the mad treatmasthouse had had from
them. So they resolved to take his wife and chiidreo custody, and keep
them in the fortress that was over the temple.N@)y there was a mighty
conflux of people that came to Aristobulus from fadlrts, insomuch that he
had a kind of royal attendants about him; for iittee more than fifteen days
he got twenty-two strong places, which gave himdpportunity of raising
an army from Libanus and Trachonitis, and the mdmgrfor men are easily
led by the greater number, and easily submit tonth&nd besides this, that
by affording him their assistance, when he coultdaxpect it, they, as well
as he, should have the advantages that would cogmkisbbeing king,
because they had been the occasion of his gaihmdihgdom. Now the
eiders of the Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, wenitrito the queen, and
desired that she would give them her sentimentsitabe present posture of
affairs, for that Aristobulus was in effect lord atimost all the kingdom, by
possessing of so many strong holds, and that itakaard for them to take
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any counsel by themselves, how ill soever she wehalst she was alive,
and that the danger would be upon them in no long.tBut she bid them do
what they thought proper to be done; that they mmagy circumstances in
their favor still remaining, a nation in good heah army, and money in
their several treasuries; for that she had smaltem about public affairs
now, when the strength of her body already failed h

6. Now a little while after she had said this terth she died, when she
had reigned nine years, and had in all lived sgvdnmee. A woman she was
who showed no signs of the weakness of her sexshiferwas sagacious to
the greatest degree in her ambition of governimgt @emonstrated by her
doings at once, that her mind was fit for actiong dhat sometimes men
themselves show the little understanding they hmvéhe frequent mistakes
they make in point of government; for she alwaysfgmred the present to
futurity, and preferred the power of an imperioasnthion above all things,
and in comparison of that had no regard to whatgeasl, or what was right.
However, she brought the affairs of her house tohsan unfortunate
condition, that she was the occasion of the takiwgy that authority from it,
and that in no long time afterward, which she hathimed by a vast number
of hazards and misfortunes, and this out of a desfinvhat does not belong
to a woman, and all by a compliance in her senttmaith those that bare
ill-will to their family, and by leaving the admstration destitute of a proper
support of great men; and, indeed, her managemeimgdher administration
while she was alive, was such as filled the palafter her death with
calamities and disturbance. However, although ktad been her way of
governing, she preserved the nation in peace. Aisdis the conclusion of
the affairs of, Alexandra.

Footnotes:

1. The number of five hundred thousand or even threwlled thousand,
as one Greek copy, with the Latin copies, havéorit,Tigranes's army,
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that came out of Armenia into Syria and Judea, seennch too large.
We have had already several such extravagant ngmibelosephus's
present copies, which are not to he at all ascribddm. Accordingly, |
incline to Dr. Hudson's emendation here, which sgpp them but forty
thousand.

. This fortress, castle, citadel, or tower, whithee wife and children of
Aristobulus were new sent, and which overlookedtémple, could be
no other than what Hyrcanus I. built, (Antig. B. KMch. 4. sect. 3,) and
Herod the Great rebuilt, and called the "Tower eitghia," Aatiq. B.
XV. ch. 11. sect. 5.
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