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Chapter 1
Herod Slays the Principal of Antigonus's Friends

1. How Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem by force;besides that, how
they took Antigonus captive, has been related binuke foregoing book.
We will now proceed in the narration. And since ¢terhad now the
government of all Judea put into his hands, he ptethsuch of the private
men in the city as had been of his party, but ndéetroff avenging and
punishing every day those that had chosen to ltkeeoparty of his enemies.
But Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, a disciplaspfwere honored by him
above all the rest; for when Jerusalem was besjetiey advised the
citizens to receive Herod, for which advice theyreveell requited. But this
Pollio, at the time when Herod was once upon ha& of life and death,
foretold, in way of reproach, to Hyrcanus and thkeo judges, how this
Herod, whom they suffered now to escape, would naéied inflict
punishment on them all; which had its completiontime, while God
fulfilled the words he had spoken.

2. At this time Herod, now he had got Jerusalemeurtus power,
carried off all the royal ornaments, and spoileglwrealthy men of what they
had gotten; and when, by these means, he had hdagether a great
guantity of silver and gold, he gave it all to Anyp and his friends that were
about him. He also slew forty-five of the principaén of Antigonus's party,
and set guards at the gates of the city, that ngtimight be carried out
together with their dead bodies. They also searthedead, and whatsoever
was found, either of silver or gold, or other ta&s it was carried to the
king; nor was there any end of the miseries he ditoupon them; and this
distress was in part occasioned by the covetousifébe prince regent, who
was still in want of more, and in part by the Salabgear, which was still
going on, and forced the country to lie still uriuadted, since we are
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forbidden to sow our land in that year. Now whentgfty had received
Antigonus as his captive, he determined to keepdgainst his triumph; but
when he heard that the nation grew seditious, bhat] but of their hatred to
Herod, they continued to bear good-will to Antigenhe resolved to behead
him at Antioch, for otherwise the Jews could no veaybrought to be quiet.
And Strabo of Cappadocia attests to what | have, semen he thus speaks:
"Antony ordered Antigonus the Jew to be broughAmdioch, and there to be
beheaded. And this Antony seems to me to have theewvery first man who
beheaded a king, as supposing he could no othelbemag the minds of the
Jews so as to receive Herod, whom he had maderkinig stead; for by no
torments could they he forced to call him king,gseat a fondness they had
for their former king; so he thought that this disbrable death would
diminish the value they had for Antigonus's memanmyd at the same time
would diminish the hatred they bare to Herod." TfausStrabo.



Chapter 2
Ananelus Was Made High Priest

1. Now after Herod was in possession of the kingdblyrcanus the
high priest, who was then a captive among the Raushcame to him again,
and was set free from his captivity, in the manioiowing: Barzapharnes
and Pacorus, the generals of the Parthians, toagkdduys, who was first
made high priest and afterward king, and Herod'sthier, Phasaelus
captives, and were them away into Parthis. Phasaetleed could not bear
the reproach of being in bonds; and thinking trestd with glory was better
than any life whatsoever, he became his own ex@oentj as | have formerly
related.

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia thg Phraates treated
him after a very gentle manner, as having alreagBrnled of what an
illustrious family he was; on which account he lsieh free from his bonds,
and gave him a habitation at Babylon, (1) whereethgere Jews in great
numbers. These Jews honored Hyrcanus as theirpnigst and king, as did
all the Jewish nation that dwelt as far as Eupkratsdich respect was very
much to his satisfaction. But when he was inforrited Herod had received
the kingdom, new hopes came upon him, as having heaself still of a
kind disposition towards him, and expecting thatddewould bear in mind
what favor be had received from him; and when he waon his trial, and
when he was in danger that a capital sentence wmailokonounced against
him, he delivered him from that danger, and from jpiinishment.
Accordingly, he talked of that matter with the Jdvat came often to him
with great affection; but they endeavored to refaiim among them, and
desired that he would stay with them, putting hinmind of the kind offices
and honors they did him, and that those honors plagy him were not at all
inferior to what they could pay to either their Imigriests or their kings; and
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what was a greater motive to determine him, thag, saas this, that he
could not have those dignities [in Judea] becadigbai maim in his body,

which had been inflicted on him by Antigonus; ahdttkings do not use to
requite men for those kindnesses which they redemten they were

private persons, the height of their fortune makisgally no small changes
in them.

3. Now although they suggested these argumentsniofdr his own
advantage, yet did Hyrcanus still desire to degdetrod also wrote to him,
and persuaded him to desire of Phraates, and e that were there, that
they should not grudge him the royal authority, aithihe should have jointly
with himself, for that now was the proper time tomself to make him
amends for the favors he had received from hinfhaagng been brought up
by him, and saved by him also, as well as for Hyusato receive it. And as
he wrote thus to Hyrcanus, so did he send alson®dias, his ambassador,
to Phraates, and many presents with him, and des$imm in the most
obliging way that he would be no hinderance to drigtitude towards his
benefactor. But this zeal of Herod's did not florenfi that principle, but
because he had been made governor of that courttrgul having any just
claim to it, he was afraid, and that upon reas@mmgnough, of a change in
his condition, and so made what haste he couldetoHyrcanus into his
power, or indeed to put him quite out of the wayhieh last thing he
compassed afterward.

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus came, full of assemnby the
permission of the king of Parthia, and at the egpenf the Jews, who
supplied him with money, Herod received him withpassible respect, and
gave him the upper place at public meetings, ahtiseabove all the rest at
feasts, and thereby deceived him. He called hinfdtiger, and endeavored,
by all the ways possible, that he might have nisien of any treacherous
design against him. He also did other things, ideorto secure his
government, which yet occasioned a sedition indws family; for being
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cautious how he made any illustrious person thé Ipigest of God, (2) he
sent for an obscure priest out of Babylon, whosmenavas Ananelus, and
bestowed the high priesthood upon him.

5. However, Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanusd amfe of
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus the king, who ladsb brought Alexander
[two] children, could not bear this indignity. Notis son was one of the
greatest comeliness, and was called Aristobulusg &me daughter,
Mariamne, was married to Herod, and eminent for Ieauty also. This
Alexandra was much disturbed, and took this indigwoiffered to her son
exceeding ill, that while be was alive, any on@ akould be sent for to have
the dignity of the high priesthood conferred upam.hAccordingly, she
wrote to Cleopatra (a musician assisting her imtakare to have her letters
carried) to desire her intercession with Antony,omder to gain the high
priesthood for her son.

6. But as Antony was slow in granting this requis,friend Dellius (3)
came into Judea upon some affairs; and when heAsetobulus, he stood
in admiration at the tallness and handsomeneskeothild, and no less at
Mariarune, the king's wife, and was open in his o@wndations of
Alexandra, as the mother of most beautiful childidnd when she came to
discourse with him, he persuaded her to get pistdrawn of them both, and
to send them to Antony, for that when he saw theea,would deny her
nothing that she should ask. Accordingly, Alexandes elevated with these
words of his, and sent the pictures to Antony. iDsllalso talked
extravagantly, and said that these children seamederived from men, but
from some god or other. His design in doing so teasntice Antony into
lewd pleasures with them, who was ashamed to sertié damsel, as being
the wife of Herod, and avoided it, because of #maaches he should have
from Cleopatra on that account; but he sent, innfost decent manner he
could, for the young man; but added this withalleas he thought it hard
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upon him so to do. When this letter was broughtiéood, he did not think it
safe for him to send one so handsome as was Aulst®bin the prime of his
life, for he was sixteen years of age, and of stlenca family, and
particularly not to Antony, the principal man amotigg Romans, and one
that would abuse him in his amours, and besides,tibat openly indulged
himself in such pleasures as his power allowed hithout control. He
therefore wrote back to him, that if this boy shibunly go out of the
country, all would be in a state of war and uprb@gause the Jews were in
hopes of a change in the government, and to havth@nking over them.

7. When Herod had thus excused himself to Antoeydsolved that he
would not entirely permit the child or Alexandralie treated dishonorably;
but his wife Mariamne lay vehemently at him to oestthe high priesthood
to her brother; and he judged it was for his adsg@atso to do, because if he
once had that dignity, he could not go out of tbentry. So he called his
friends together, and told them that Alexandragigly conspired against his
royal authority, and endeavored, by the means ebgtra, so to bring it
about, that he might be deprived of the governmend that by Antony's
means this youth might have the management of palffiairs in his stead;
and that this procedure of hers was unjust, sineewsould at the same time
deprive her daughter of the dignity she now hadd awould bring
disturbances upon the kingdom, for which he hadnakgreat deal of pains,
and had gotten it with extraordinary hazards; tigat, while he well
remembered her wicked practices, he would not lediveloing what was
right himself, but would even now give the youtk thigh priesthood; and
that he formerly set up Ananelus, because Aristebwias then so very
young a child. Now when he had said this, not atloan, but as he thought
with the best discretion he had, in order to dexdhe women, and those
friends whom he had taken to consult withal, Alekan out of the great joy
she had at this unexpected promise, and out offfear the suspicions she
lay under, fell a weeping; and made the followiqplagy for herself; and
said, that as to the [high] priesthood, she wayg wanch concerned for the
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disgrace her son was under, and so did her utmasiasors to procure it for
him; but that as to the kingdom, she had made teonats, and that if it were
offered her [for her son], she would not accepatigl that now she would be
satisfied with her son's dignity, while he himdedild the civil government,
and she had thereby the security that arose framphculiar ability in
governing to all the remainder of her family; tishe was now overcome by
his benefits, and thankfully accepted of this hastoswed by him to her son,
and that she would hereafter be entirely obedidnt she desired him to
excuse her, if the nobility of her family, and tifiiedom of acting which she
thought that allowed her, had made her act tooigtately and imprudently
in this matter. So when they had spoken thus toamm¢her, they came to an
agreement, and all suspicions, so far as appeasrd,vanished away.

Footnotes:

1. The city here called "Babylon" by Josephus, seent®etone which was
built by some of the Seleucidae upon the Tigrisictvdong after the
utter desolation of old Babylon was commonly sdechland | suppose
not far from Seleueia; just as the latter adjoingiy Bagdat has been
and is often called by the same old name of Babtlotinis very day.

2. Here we have an eminent example of Herod's woretg profane
politics, when by the abuse of his unlawful andrped power, to make
whom he pleased high priest, in the person of Algnéne occasioned
such disturbances in his kingdom, and in his ovmilig as suffered him
to enjoy no lasting peace or tranquillity ever aftard; and such is
frequently the effect of profane court politics abmatters of religion in
other ages and nations. The Old Testament is fute miseries of the
people of the Jews derived from such court politespecially in and
after the days of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, "whdarisrael to sin;"
who gave the most pernicious example of it; whoubhd on the
grossest corruption of religion by it; and the mmment of whose
family for it was most remarkable. The case iswml known to stand
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in need of particular citations.
3. Of this wicked Dellius, see the note on the Warl.Bh. 15. sect. 3.



Chapter 3

Herod Upon his Making Aristobulus High Priest

1. So king Herod immediately took the high priesithoaway from
Ananelus, who, as we said before, was not of thiswtry, but one of those
Jews that had been carried captive beyond Euphrfatethere were not a
few ten thousands of this people that had beenedaoaptives, and dwelt
about Babylonia, whence Ananelus came. He was orieeostock of the
high priests (1) and had been of old a particui@nél of Herod; and when
he was first made king, he conferred that dignggruhim, and now put him
out of it again, in order to quiet the troublesia family, though what he did
was plainly unlawful, for at no other time [of oldjas any one that had once
been in that dignity deprived of it. It was Antiash Epiphanes who first
brake that law, and deprived Jesus, and made diisdsrOnias high priest in
his stead. Aristobulus was the second that dicasd,took that dignity from
his brother [Hyrcanus]; and this Herod was thedihwho took that high
office away [from Arianflus], and gave it to thisyng man, Aristobulus, in
his stead.

2. And now Herod seemed to have healed the digsiomhis family; yet
was he not without suspicion, as is frequentlydhse, of people seeming to
be reconciled to one another, but thought thatAleaxandra had already
made attempts tending to innovations, so did he tleat she would go on
therein, if she found a fit opportunity for so dgijrso he gave a command
that she should dwell in the palace, and meddla wit public affairs. Her
guards also were so careful, that nothing sherdmtivate life every day was
concealed. All these hardships put her out of paéeby little and little and
she began to hate Herod; for as she had the pfidevoman to the utmost
degree, she had great indignation at this sus@aoard that was about her,
as desirous rather to undergo any thing that cteli@ll her, than to be



deprived of her liberty of speech, and, under thigon of an honorary guard,
to live in a state of slavery and terror. She tfeesent to Cleopatra, and
made a long complaint of the circumstances sheinvad entreated her to
do her utmost for her assistance. Cleopatra hereaguised her to take her
son with her, and come away immediately to her Bgypt. This advice
pleased her; and she had this contrivance forngetiway: She got two
coffins made, as if they were to carry away twoddbadies and put herself
into one, and her son into the other and gave sitbesuch of her servants as
knew of her intentions to carry them away in thghhitime. Now their road
was to be thence to the sea-side and there wap &eslaly to carry them into
Egypt. Now Aesop, one of her servants, happendalltapon Sabion, one of
her friends, and spake of this matter to him, askthg he had known of it
before. When Sabion knew this, (who had formerlgrban enemy of Herod,
and been esteemed one of those that laid snaresfogave the poison to
[his father] Antipater,) he expected that this disery would change Herod's
hatred into kindness; so he told the king of threvgie stratagem of
Alexandra: whereupon be suffered her to proceethdéoexecution of her
project, and caught her in the very fact; but s$tédl passed by her offense;
and though he had a great mind to do it, he dwtinflict any thing that
was severe upon her, for he knew that Cleopatraldvoat bear that he
should have her accused, on account of her hatrédrt;, but made a show
as if it were rather the generosity of his soulj &s great moderation, that
made him forgive them. However, he fully proposechimself to put this
young man out of the way, by one means or othdrhbuhought he might in
probability be better concealed in doing it, if tigl it not presently, nor
immediately after what had lately happened.

3. And now, upon the approach of the feast of tadaes, which is a
festival very much observed among us, he let thiass pass over, and both
he and the rest of the people were therein veryynget did the envy which
at this time arose in him cause him to make hastotwhat lie was about,
and provoke him to it; for when this youth Aristdbst who was now in the
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seventeenth year of his age, went up to the atording to the law, to
offer the sacrifices, and this with the ornamerftfis high priesthood, and
when he performed the sacred offices, (2) he seeimdoe exceedingly
comely, and taller than men usually were at th&, @md to exhibit in his
countenance a great deal of that high family he sypamang from, - a warm
zeal and affection towards him appeared among ¢o@lp, and the memory
of the actions of his grandfather Aristobulus weesh in their minds; and
their affections got so far the mastery of themj they could not forbear to
show their inclinations to him. They at once regaicand were confounded,
and mingled with good wishes their joyful acclaraasi which they made to
him, till the good-will of the multitude was madsotevident; and they more
rashly proclaimed the happiness they had receirad his family than was
fit under a monarchy to have done. Upon all thistdd resolved to complete
what he had intended against the young man. Wherfthre the festival
was over, and he was feasting at Jericho (3) wigx@ndra, who entertained
them there, he was then very pleasant with the gauan, and drew him
into a lonely place, and at the same time playatt Wwim in a juvenile and
ludicrous manner. Now the nature of that place @ser than ordinary; so
they went out in a body, and of a sudden, andveia of madness; and as
they stood by the fish-ponds, of which there wargeé ones about the house,
they went to cool themselves [by bathing], becatges in the midst of a
hot day. At first they were only spectators of Heso servants and
acquaintance as they were swimming; but after dewthe young man, at
the instigation of Herod, went into the water amdhgm, while such of
Herod's acquaintance, as he had appointed to dipped him as he was
swimming, and plunged him under water, in the d#rkhe evening, as if it
had been done in sport only; nor did they desiéthie was entirely
suffocated. And thus was Aristobulus murdered, igVived no more in all
than eighteen years, (4) and kept the high priestlame year only; which
high priesthood Ananelus now recovered again.

4. When this sad accident was told the women, tjogirwas soon
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changed to lamentation, at the sight of the dealy hbat lay before them,
and their sorrow was immoderate. The city also Jefusalem], upon the
spreading of this news, were in very great grieérg family looking on this
calamity as if it had not belonged to another,that one of themselves was
slain. But Alexandra was more deeply affected, upenknowledge that he
had been destroyed [on purpose]. Her sorrow was@réhan that of others,
by her knowing how the murder was committed; bu¢ sfas under the
necessity of bearing up under it, out of her prospéa greater mischief that
might otherwise follow; and she oftentimes cameatoinclination to Kill
herself with her own hand, but still she restraihedself, in hopes she might
live long enough to revenge the unjust murder gihmusately committed; nay,
she further resolved to endeavor to live longed angive no occasion to
think she suspected that her son was slain on par@md supposed that she
might thereby be in a capacity of revenging it g@iraper opportunity. Thus
did she restrain herself, that she might not bedh&dr entertaining any such
suspicion. However, Herod endeavored that noneadbsbould believe that
the child's death was caused by any design ofihi;for this purpose he did
not only use the ordinary signs of sorrow, but fello tears also, and
exhibited a real confusion of soul; and perhapsafections were overcome
on this occasion, when he saw the child's countsao young and so
beautiful, although his death was supposed to teiis own security. So far
at least this grief served as to make some apdiogyim; and as for his
funeral, that he took care should be very magmtficédy making great
preparation for a sepulcher to lay his body in, praliding a great quantity
of spices, and burying many ornaments together wWwith, till the very
women, who were in such deep sorrow, were astoniahg, and received in
this way some consolation.

5. However, no such things could overcome Alexasdyaef; but the
remembrance of this miserable case made her sorbothy deep and
obstinate. Accordingly, she wrote an account o$ tineacherous scene to
Cleopatra, and how her son was murdered; but Clegpas she had
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formerly been desirous to give her what satisfactghe could, and
commiserating Alexandra's misfortunes, made the b&s own, and would
not let Antony be quiet, but excited him to puntisk child's murder; for that
it was an unworthy thing that Herod, who had begrion made king of a
kingdom that no way belonged to him, should betgwif such horrid crimes
against those that were of the royal blood in tgalAntony was persuaded
by these arguments; and when he came to Laodieeserit and commanded
Herod to come and make his defense, as to whaadhelbne to Aristobulus,
for that such a treacherous design was not wek didme had any hand in it.
Herod was now in fear, both of the accusation, @n@leopatra's ill-will to
him, which was such that she was ever endeavoangake Antony hate
him. He therefore determined to obey his summamshé had no possible
way to avoid it. So he left his uncle Joseph prataurfor his government,
and for the public affairs, and gave him a privatarge, that if Antony
should kill him, he also should kill Mariamne imnmiaely; for that he had a
tender affection for this his wife, and was afrafdhe injury that should be
offered him, if, after his death, she, for her bWgashould be engaged to
some other man: but his intimation was nothingthig at the bottom, that
Antony had fallen in love with her, when he hadierly heard somewhat of
her beauty. So when Herod had given Joseph thigehand had indeed no
sure hopes of escaping with his life, he went ateantony.

6. But as Joseph was administering the public raffaf the kingdom,
and for that reason was very frequently with Mam&mnboth because his
business required it, and because of the respeasdt to pay to the queen,
he frequently let himself into discourses aboutddér kindness, and great
affection towards her; and when the women, esgdgcidéxandra, used to
turn his discourses into feminine raillery, Josepdis so over-desirous to
demonstrate the kings inclinations, that he proedexb far as to mention the
charge he had received, and thence drew his deratiost that Herod was
not able to live without her; and that if he shocluime to any ill end, he
could not endure a separation from her, even aftewas dead. Thus spake
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Joseph. But the women, as was natural, did notttakdéo be an instance of
Herod's strong affection for them, but of his sevesage of them, that they
could not escape destruction, nor a tyrannicallgeaten when he was dead
himself. And this saying [of Joseph] was a founmlatfor the women's
severe suspicions about him afterwards.

7. At this time a report went about the city Jeleisaamong Herod's
enemies, that Antony had tortured Herod, and put tei death. This report,
as is natural, disturbed those that were aboutptidace, but chiefly the
women; upon which Alexandra endeavored to persudadeph to go out of
the palace, and fly away with them to the ensighshe Roman legion,
which then lay encamped about the city, as a guatioe kingdom, under the
command of Julius; for that by this means, if amstudbance should happen
about the palace, they should be in greater sgcas having the Romans
favorable to them; and that besides, they hopedbtain the highest
authority, if Antony did but once see Mariamne, Whose means they
should recover the kingdom, and want nothing whaads reasonable for
them to hope for, because of their royal extraction

8. But as they were in the midst of these delibenat letters were
brought from Herod about all his affairs, and pawentrary to the report,
and of what they before expected; for when he wasecto Antony, he soon
recovered his interest with him, by the presentsnaee him, which he had
brought with him from Jerusalem; and he soon indud¢em, upon
discoursing with him, to leave off his indignatiahhim, so that Cleopatra's
persuasions had less force than the arguments @seénts he brought to
regain his friendship; for Antony said that it wast good to require an
account of a king, as to the affairs of his govezntnfor at this rate he could
be no king at all, but that those who had given that authority ought to
permit him to make use of it. He also said the s#rmmggs to Cleopatra, that
it would be best for her not busily to meddle witle acts of the king's
government. Herod wrote an account of these thiagd,enlarged upon the
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other honors which he had received from Antony; ln@asat by him at his
hearing causes, and took his diet with him every, dad that he enjoyed
those favors from him, notwithstanding the reprascihat Cleopatra so
severely laid against him, who having a great éesir his country, and
earnestly entreating Antony that the kingdom miggétgiven to her, labored
with her utmost diligence to have him out of theywaut that he still found
Antony just to him, and had no longer any appreioeissof hard treatment
from him; and that he was soon upon his returnh waitfirmer additional
assurance of his favor to him, in his reigning amahaging public affairs;
and that there was no longer any hope for Cleogatmetous temper, since
Antony had given her Celesyria instead of what Ishe desired; by which
means he had at once pacified her, and got cletlieoéntreaties which she
made him to have Judea bestowed upon her.

9. When these letters were brought, the womerofétiheir attempt for
flying to the Romans, which they thought of whilerdd was supposed to be
dead; yet was not that purpose of theirs a sebrdt;,when the king had
conducted Antony on his way against the Partniiesreturned to Judea,
when both his sister Salome and his mother informmed of Alexandra's
intentions. Salome also added somewhat furthemagdioseph, though it
was no more than a calumny, that he had often hatdnal conversation
with Mariamne. The reason of her saying so was tha she for a long time
bare her ill-will; for when they had differencestivone another, Mariamne
took great freedoms, and reproached the rest éombanness of their birth.
But Herod, whose affection to Mariamne was alwagsyvwarm, was
presently disturbed at this, and could not beartdinements of jealousy, but
was still restrained from doing any rash thing & hy the love he had for
her; yet did his vehement affection and jealousyetber make him ask
Mariamne by herself about this matter of Josepi;she denied it upon her
oath, and said all that an innocent woman couldsipbs say in her own
defense; so that by little and little the king wasvailed upon to drop the
suspicion, and left off his anger at her; and be&wmgrcome with his passion
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for his wife, he made an apology to her for hawsegmed to believe what he
had heard about her, and returned her a great akmowledgments of her
modest behavior, and professed the extraordindegtadn and kindness he
had for her, till at last, as is usual between teyéhey both fell into tears,
and embraced one another with a most tender affedut as the king gave
more and more assurances of his belief of herifyigehnd endeavored to
draw her to a like confidence in him, Marianme sa@t was not that
command thou gavest, that if any harm came to fitmae Antony, |, who
had been no occasion of it, should perish with tleesign of thy love to
me?" When these words were fallen from her, thg kias shocked at them,
and presently let her go out of his arms, and aowgttl and tore his hair with
his own hands, and said, that "now he had an ewvidemonstration that
Joseph had had criminal conversation with his wide;that he would never
have uttered what he had told him alone by himssaifess there had been
such a great familiarity and firm confidence betwabkem. And while he
was in this passion he had like to have killed Wwife; but being still
overborne by his love to her, he restrained ths passion, though not
without a lasting grief and disquietness of mindwdver, he gave order to
slay Joseph, without permitting him to come inte Bight; and as for
Alexandra, he bound her, and kept her in custodytha cause of all this
mischief.

Footnotes:

1. When Josephus says here that this Ananelus, thehigdwpriest, was
"of the stock of the high priests," and since hd haen just telling us
that he was a priest of an obscure family or charach. 2. sect. 4, itis
not at all probable that he could so soon sayhbatas "of the stock of
the high priests." However, Josephus here makesemarkable
observation, that this Ananelus was the third Wixa$ ever unjustly and
wickedly turned out of the high priesthood by thel @ower, no king or
governor having ventured to do so, that Josephwswvkaf, but that
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heathen tyrant and persecutor Antiochus Epiphaties; barbarous
parricide Aristobulus, the first that took royaltlaority among the
Maccabees; and this tyrant king Herod the Gredihoapbh afterward
that infamous practice became frequent, till theyveestruction of
Jerusalem, when the office of high priesthood wamaend.

. This entirely confutes the Talmudists, who pretéimat no one under
twenty years of age could officiate as high prasbng the Jews.

. A Hebrew chronicle, cited by Reland, says this drmoyg was at Jordan,
not at Jericho, and this even when he quote Josephsuspect the
transcriber of the Hebrew chronicle mistook the eaand wrote Jordan
for Jericho.

. The reading of one of Josephus's Greek MSS. seemsth be right,
that Aristobulus was "not eighteen years old" wherwas drowned, for
he was not seventeen when he was made high e, sect. 6, ch. 3.
sect. 3, and he continued in that office but onaryas in the place
before us.
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Chapter 4

Cleopatra Had Gotten from Antony Some Parts of
Judea and Arabia

1. Now at this time the affairs of Syria were im@usion by Cleopatra's
constant persuasions to Antony to make an atterpph wevery body's
dominions; for she persuaded him to take those wioms away from their
several princes, and bestow them upon her; andhatiea mighty influence
upon him, by reason of his being enslaved to hehibyaffections. She was
also by nature very covetous, and stuck at no wlickss. She had already
poisoned her brother, because she knew that heon@esking of Egypt, and
this when he was but fifteen years old; and shehgotsister Arsinoe to be
slain, by the means of Antony, when she was a sgylat Diana's temple
at Ephesus; for if there were but any hopes ofigetnoney, she would
violate both temples and sepulchers. Nor was thayeholy place that was
esteemed the most inviolable, from which she wowtfetch the ornaments
it had in it; nor any place so profane, but wasuffer the most flagitious
treatment possible from her, if it could but cdmfite somewhat to the
covetous humor of this wicked creature: yet did abitthis suffice so
extravagant a woman, who was a slave to her lostisshe still imagined
that she wanted every thing she could think of, diddher utmost to gain it;
for which reason she hurried Antony on perpetuallgdeprive others of their
dominions, and give them to her. And as she west ®yria with him, she
contrived to get it into her possession; so he slgwanias, the son of
Ptolemy, accusing him of his bringing the Parthiap®n those countries.
She also petitioned Antony to give her Judea andbiar and, in order
thereto, desired him to take these countries awayn ftheir present
governors. As for Antony, he was so entirely overedoy this woman, that
one would not think her conversation only coulditidut that he was some
way or other bewitched to do whatsoever she woakkhim; yet did the
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grossest parts of her injustice make him so ashartmed he would not

always hearken to her to do those flagrant enoesishe would have
persuaded him to. That therefore he might notltoteny her, nor, by doing
every thing which she enjoined him, appear opemlgd an ill man, he took
some parts of each of those countries away fromn tbeener governors, and
gave them to her. Thus he gave her the cities weame within the river

Eleutherus, as far as Egypt, excepting Tyre anarievhich he knew to

have been free cities from their ancestors, althosige pressed him very
often to bestow those on her also.

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and kadnganied
Antony in his expedition to Armenia as far as Egdbs, she returned back,
and came to Apamia and Damascus, and passed amé¢a,Jwhere Herod
met her, and farmed of her parts of Arabia, andeh@venues that came to
her from the region about Jericho. This countryrbe¢hat balsam, which is
the most precious drug that is there, and growsethne. The place bears
also palm trees, both many in number, and thosellext in their kind.
When she was there, and was very often with Hesloel,endeavored to have
criminal conversation with the king; nor did shefeaf secrecy in the
indulgence of such sort of pleasures; and pernag$ad in some measure a
passion of love to him; or rather, what is mostbatde, she laid a
treacherous snare for him, by aiming to obtain sadlterous conversation
from him: however, upon the whole, she seemed oweecwith love to him.
Now Herod had a great while borne no good-will fedpatra, as knowing
that she was a woman irksome to all; and at thae the thought her
particularly worthy of his hatred, if this attenroceeded out of lust; he had
also thought of preventing her intrigues, by pugtiver to death, if such were
her endeavors. However, he refused to comply wathphoposals, and called
a counsel of his friends to consult with them wheethe should not kill her,
now he had her in his power; for that he shouldetb deliver all those from
a multitude of evils to whom she was already becarkgome, and was
expected to be still so for the time to come; drat this very thing would be
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much for the advantage of Antony himself, since wheld certainly not be
faithful to him, in case any such season or netgeshiould come upon him
as that he should stand in need of her fidelity. Blnien he thought to follow
this advice, his friends would not let him; anddtbim that, in the first place,
it was not right to attempt so great a thing, ama mimself thereby into the
utmost danger; and they laid hard at him, and b&gdenim to undertake
nothing rashly, for that Antony would never beamib, not though any one
should evidently lay before his eyes that it washis own advantage; and
that the appearance of depriving him of her coraters, by this violent and
treacherous method, would probably set his affastimore on a flame than
before. Nor did it appear that he could offer amng of tolerable weight in
his defense, this attempt being against such a wamsavas of the highest
dignity of any of her sex at that time in the worahd as to any advantage to
be expected from such an undertaking, if any swchdcbe supposed in this
case, it would appear to deserve condemnationcoouat of the insolence
he must take upon him in doing it: which considersg made it very plain
that in so doing he would find his government @llevith mischief, both
great and lasting, both to himself and his postewhereas it was still in his
power to reject that wickedness she would pershadego, and to come off
honorably at the same time. So by thus affrighkiegod, and representing to
him the hazard he must, in all probability, run tys undertaking, they
restrained him from it. So he treated Cleopatradlinand made her
presents, and conducted her on her way to Egypt.

3. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Artabazhe, son of
Tigranes, in bonds, with his children and procustto Egypt, and made a
present of them, and of all the royal ornamentsciviie had taken out of
that kingdom, to Cleopatra. And Artaxias, the eldefshis sons, who had
escaped at that time, took the kingdom of Armewiag yet was ejected by
Archclaus and Nero Caesar, when they restored fiegtahis younger
brother, to that kingdom; but this happened a gebie afterward.
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4. But then, as to the tributes which Herod wapay Cleopatra for that
country which Antony had given her, he acted fawiyh her, as deeming it
not safe for him to afford any cause for Cleopatrdnate him. As for the
king of Arabia, whose tribute Herod had undertakerpay her, for some
time indeed he paid him as much as came to two rednthlents; but he
afterwards became very niggardly and slow in hignpents, and could
hardly be brought to pay some parts of it, and n@tswilling to pay even
them without some deductions.
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Chapter 5

Herod Made War with the King of Arabia

1. Hereupon Herod held himself ready to go agdhestking of Arabia,
because of his ingratitude to him, and becauser, afit he would do nothing
that was just to him, although Herod made the Romianan occasion of
delaying his own; for the battle at Actium was nexpected, which fell into
the hundred eighty and seventh olympiad, where &@a@s Antony were to
fight for the supreme power of the world; but Herbdving enjoyed a
country that was very fruitful, and that now forlang time, and having
received great taxes, and raised great armieswitRregot together a body
of men, and carefully furnished them with all neszeges, and designed them
as auxiliaries for Antony. But Antony said he hamwant of his assistance;
but he commanded him to punish the king of Aralmahe had heard both
from him, and from Cleopatra, how perfidious he wis this was what
Cleopatra desired, who thought it for her own adage that these two kings
should do one another as great mischief as possiplen this message from
Antony, Herod returned back, but kept his army wiitm, in order to invade
Arabia immediately. So when his army of horsemenh faotmen was ready,
he marched to Diospolis, whither the Arabians catse to meet them, for
they were not unapprized of this war that was cgmipon them; and after a
great battle had been fought, the Jews had theryicBut afterward there
were gotten together another numerous army of tiadiAns, at Cana, which
is a place of Celesyria. Herod was informed of tieéorehand; so he came
marching against them with the greatest part offdhees he had; and when
he was come near to Cana, he resolved to encangeliirand he cast up a
bulwark, that he might take a proper season fachking the enemy; but as
he was giving those orders, the multitude of thvesJeried out that he should
make no delay, but lead them against the Arabidihsy went with great
spirit, as believing they were in very good ordand those especially were
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so that had been in the former battle, and had beequerors, and had not
permitted their enemies so much as to come to sedight with them. And
when they were so tumultuous, and showed such @ilaatity, the king
resolved to make use of that zeal the multitude #ehibited; and when he
had assured them he would not be behindhand weatm ih courage, he led
them on, and stood before them all in his armadrthal regiments following
him in their several ranks: whereupon a constesndgll upon the Arabians;
for when they perceived that the Jews were notet@dnquered, and were
full of spirit, the greater part of them ran awayd avoided fighting; and
they had been quite destroyed, had not Anthongrfallpon the Jews, and
distressed them, for this man was Cleopatra's gémeer the soldiers she
had there, and was at enmity with Herod, and vasyfully looked on to see
what the event of the battle would be. He had e¢solved, that in case the
Arabians did any thing that was brave and succkdsfuwould lie still; but
in case they were beaten, as it really happenedydudd attack the Jews
with those forces he had of his own, and with ththed the country had
gotten together for him. So he fell upon the Jewsxpectedly, when they
were fatigued, and thought they had already vahgdisthe enemy, and
made a great slaughter of them; for as the Jewsbeak their courage upon
their known enemies, and were about to enjoy themsen quietness after
their victory, they were easily beaten by thesé¢ #tacked them afresh, and
in particular received a great loss in places wihieeehorses could not be of
service, and which were very stony, and where tlloseattacked them were
better acquainted with the places than themsekmed.when the Jews had
suffered this loss, the Arabians raised their spiafter their defeat, and
returning back again, slew those that were alrgadyto flight; and indeed
all sorts of slaughter were now frequent, and alséhthat escaped, a few
only returned into the camp. So king Herod, whemé&spaired of the battle,
rode up to them to bring them assistance; yet diddt come time enough to
do them any service, though he labored hard ta;dout the Jewish camp
was taken; so that the Arabians had unexpectedhost glorious success,
having gained that victory which of themselves thegre no way likely to

23



have gained, and slaying a great part of the erseangny: whence afterward
Herod could only act like a private robber, and enakcursions upon many
parts of Arabia, and distress them by sudden immss while he encamped
among the mountains, and avoided by any meansme ¢o a pitched battle;

yet did he greatly harass the enemy by his asgidartd the hard labor he
took in this matter. He also took great care ofdvis forces, and used all the
means he could to restore his affairs to theirstéde.

2. At this time it was that the fight happened attidin, between
Octavius Caesar and Antony, in the seventh yedhefreign of Herod (1)
and then it was also that there was an earthqueledea, such a one as had
not happened at any other time, and which eartrguabkught a great
destruction upon the cattle in that country. Abtert thousand men also
perished by the fall of houses; but the army, whHmtiged in the field,
received no damage by this sad accident. When thbidns were informed
of this, and when those that hated the Jews, asaset themselves with
aggravating the reports, told them of it, they edigheir spirits, as if their
enemy's country was quite overthrown, and the merewtterly destroyed,
and thought there now remained nothing that coufgpose them.
Accordingly, they took the Jewish ambassadors, edmoe to them after all
this had happened, to make peace with them, amdtskEm, and came with
great alacrity against their army; but the Jewsdoot withstand them, and
were so cast down by the calamities they were yridat they took no care
of their affairs, but gave up themselves to despairthey had no hope that
they should be upon a level again with them inlésttnor obtain any
assistance elsewhere, while their affairs at horaeevin such great distress
also. When matters were in this condition, the Kkipgrsuaded the
commanders by his words, and tried to raise thamts, which were quite
sunk; and first he endeavored to encourage and ldembsome of the better
sort beforehand, and then ventured to make a spgedbtle multitude, which
he had before avoided to do, lest he should fiethtineasy thereat, because
of the misfortunes which had happened; so he mamsolatory speech to
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the multitude, in the manner following:

3. "You are not unacquainted, my fellow soldiengattwe have had, not
long since, many accidents that have put a stophtt we are about, and it
is probable that even those that are most distatgui above others for their
courage can hardly keep up their spirits in suctuanstances; but since we
cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that hath hagoeis of such a nature but
it may by ourselves be recovered into a good staid, this by one brave
action only well performed, | have proposed to nfylseth to give you some
encouragement, and, at the same time, some inflmmaioth which parts of
my design will tend to this point; that you mayllstontinue in your own
proper fortitude. | will then, in the first placdemonstrate to you that this
war is a just one on our side, and that on thisacit is a war of necessity,
and occasioned by the injustice of our adversares;if you be once
satisfied of this, it will be a real cause of ailgcto you; after which | will
further demonstrate, that the misfortunes we ardeurare of no great
consequence, and that we have the greatest reabopé for victory. | shall
begin with the first, and appeal to yourselves #@Begses to what | shall say.
You are not ignorant certainly of the wickednesshef Arabians, which is to
that degree as to appear incredible to all other, med to include somewhat
that shows the grossest barbarity and ignoranc&anf. The chief things
wherein they have affronted us have arisen fronetmsness and envy; and
they have attacked us in an insidious manner, anth® sudden. And what
occasion is there for me to mention many instawéesich their procedure?
When they were in danger of losing their own gowent of themselves,
and of being slaves to Cleopatra, what others Wearg that freed them from
that fear? for it was the friendship. | had with té&my, and the kind
disposition he was in towards us, that hath beerottasion that even these
Arabians have not been utterly undone, Antony beimgilling to undertake
any thing which might be suspected by us of unk&sdnbut when he had a
mind to bestow some parts of each of our dominiem<Cleopatra, | also
managed that matter so, that by giving him presehtsyy own, | might
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obtain a security to both nations, while | undektoayself to answer for the
money, and gave him two hundred talents, and becamaty for those two
hundred more which were imposed upon the land wzet subject to this
tribute; and this they have defrauded us of, algfoil was not reasonable
that Jews should pay tribute to any man livingalbow part of their land to
be taxable; but although that was to be, yet ouwghnot to pay tribute for
these Arabians, whom we have ourselves presenadisnt fit that they,
who have professed (and that with great integritg sense of our kindness)
that it is by our means that they keep their ppabty, should injure us, and
deprive us of what is our due, and this while wegehaeen still not their
enemies, but their friends. And whereas observaifaovenants takes place
among the bitterest enemies, but among friendbsslately necessary, this
IS not observed among these men, who think galbettihne best of all things,
let it be by any means whatsoever, and that iilgest no harm, if they may
but get money by it: is it therefore a questionhwybu, whether the unjust
are to be punished or not? when God himself hatfaced his mind that so
it ought to be, and hath commanded that we eveuldhwmate injuries and
injustice, which is not only just, but necessany,wars between several
nations; for these Arabians have done what bothfe=ks and barbarians
own to be an instance of the grossest wickedne#tf, mggard to our
ambassadors, which they have beheaded, while thek&ideclare that such
ambassadors are sacred and inviolable. (2) Andotoselves, we have
learned from God the most excellent of our docsjread the most holy part
of our law, by angels or ambassadors; for this ndmegs God to the
knowledge of mankind, and is sufficient to recom@hemies one to another.
What wickedness then can be greater than the slughambassadors, who
come to treat about doing what is right? And whaohshave been their
actions, how is it possible they can either liveusely in common life, or be
successful in war? In my opinion, this is impossildut perhaps some will
say, that what is holy, and what is righteousnéeed on our side, but that
the Arabians are either more courageous or moreeraus than we are.
Now, as to this, in the first place, it is notffir us to say so, for with whom
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IS what is righteous, with them is God himself; natvere God is, there is
both multitude and courage. But to examine our eweumstances a little,
we were conquerors in the first battle; and wherfaught again, they were
not able to oppose us, but ran away, and couléndtre our attacks or our
courage; but when we had conquered them, then édhemion, and made
war against us without declaring it; and pray, hss tan instance of their
manhood? or is it not a second instance of thetkedness and treachery?
Why are we therefore of less courage, on accourthaif which ought to
inspire us with stronger hopes? and why are wéieztrat these, who, when
they fight upon the level, are continually beatand when they seem to be
conquerors, they gain it by wickedness? and if wppsse that any one
should deem them to be men of real courage, willn@obe excited by that
very consideration to do his utmost against theon?rfie valor is not shown
by fighting against weak persons, but in being dbl®@vercome the most
hardy. But then if the distresses we are ourseaineer, and the miseries that
have come by the earthquake, hath aftrighted amy l@h him consider, in
the first place, that this very thing will deceitbe Arabians, by their
supposal that what hath befallen us is greater ithvaally is. Moreover, it is
not right that the same thing that emboldens thieoulsl discourage us; for
these men, you see, do not derive their alacrtgnfany advantageous virtue
of their own, but from their hope, as to us, thatave quite cast down by our
misfortunes; but when we boldly march against them, shall soon pull
down their insolent conceit of themselves, and|shah this by attacking
them, that they will not be so insolent when we eadim the battle; for our
distresses are not so great, nor is what hath Inggpall indication of the
anger of God against us, as some imagine; for tuegs are accidental, and
adversities that come in the usual course of thiagd if we allow that this
was done by the will of God, we must allow thaisithow over by his will
also, and that he is satisfied with what hath dlyebhappened; for had he
been willing to afflict us still more thereby, hadinot changed his mind so
soon. And as for the war we are engaged in, he Imatkelf demonstrated
that he is willing it should go on, and that he Wsat to be a just war; for
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while some of the people in the country have pedsfall you who were in

arms have suffered nothing, but are all preserligd;avhereby God makes
it plain to us, that if you had universally, witlbyr children and wives, been
in the army, it had come to pass that you had ndergone any thing that
would have much hurt you. Consider these thingd, aat is more than all
the rest, that you have God at all times for yototéttor; and prosecute
these men with a just bravery, who, in point oérfidship, are unjust, in their
battles perfidious, towards ambassadors impious,ahmays inferior to you

in valor."

4. When the Jews heard this speech, they were maistéd in their
minds, and more disposed to fight than before. $ooti when he had
offered the sacrifices appointed by the law (3) enddste, and took them,
and led them against the Arabians; and in ordéhdb passed over Jordan,
and pitched his camp near to that of the enemyalbsi@ thought fit to seize
upon a certain castle that lay in the midst of thashoping it would be for
his advantage, and would the sooner produce abattd that if there were
occasion for delay, he should by it have his camnified; and as the
Arabians had the same intentions upon that placentest arose about it; at
first they were but skirmishes, after which theasgne more soldiers, and it
proved a sort of fight, and some fell on both sjdéisthose of the Arabian
side were beaten and retreated. This was no smalueagement to the Jews
immediately; and when Herod observed that the etseeamnyny was disposed
to any thing rather than to come to an engagenientyentured boldly to
attempt the bulwark itself, and to pull it to pisc&nd so to get nearer to
their camp, in order to fight them; for when thegres forced out of their
trenches, they went out in disorder, and had reidhst alacrity, or hope of
victory; yet did they fight hand to hand, becauseytwere more in number
than the Jews, and because they were in such astdisp of war that they
were under a necessity of coming on boldly; so ttaaye to a terrible battle,
while not a few fell on each side. However, at lanipe Arabians fled; and
so great a slaughter was made upon their beingedodhat they were not
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only killed by their enemies, but became the awtlodtheir own deaths also,
and were trodden down by the multitude, and thatgecarrent of people in
disorder, and were destroyed by their own armorfj\@thousand men lay
dead upon the spot, while the rest of the multitsden ran within the
bulwark for safety, but had no firm hope of safdty,reason of their want of
necessaries, and especially of water. The Jewsi@dirdhem, but could not
get in with them, but sat round about the bulwaskd watched any
assistance that would get in to them, and preveatsdthere, that had a
mind to it, from running away.

5. When the Arabians were in these circumstanchsy tsent
ambassadors to Herod, in the first place, to prepesns of accommodation,
and after that to offer him, so pressing was ttierst upon them, to undergo
whatsoever he pleased, if he would free them froair fpresent distress; but
he would admit of no ambassadors, of no price démgption, nor of any
other moderate terms whatever, being very desitousvenge those unjust
actions which they had been guilty of towards hation. So they were
necessitated by other motives, and particularitigyr thirst, to come out,
and deliver themselves up to him, to be carriedyaeaptives; and in five
days' time the number of four thousand were takésompers, while all the
rest resolved to make a sally upon their enemied, ta fight it out with
them, choosing rather, if so it must be, to digd¢he than to perish gradually
and ingloriously. When they had taken this resolytthey came out of their
trenches, but could no way sustain the fight, béaogmuch disabled, both in
mind and body, and having not room to exert themesgland thought it an
advantage to be killed, and a misery to surviveatsihe first onset there fell
about seven thousand of them, after which stro&g kit all the courage they
had put on before fall, and stood amazed at Hewmgdtike spirit under his
own calamities; so for the future they yielded, andde him ruler of their
nation; whereupon he was greatly elevated at ssosahle a success, and
returned home, taking great authority upon himaooount of so bold and
glorious an expedition as he had made.
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Footnotes:

1. The reader is here to take notice, that this sévgear of the reign of
Herod, and all the other years of his reign, ineppbsis, are dated from
the death of Antigonus, or at the soonest from d¢oaclusion of
Antigonus, and the taking of Jerusalem a few mob#fsre, and never
from his first obtaining the kingdom at Rome, abdtivee years before,
as some have very weakly and injudiciously done.

2. Herod says here, that as ambassadors were saced thwey carried
messages to others, so did the laws of the Jewsedesacred authority
by being delivered from God by angels, [or Divimeleassadors,] which
Is St. Paul's expression about the same laws, i@adaB:19; Hebrews
2;2.

3. This piece of religion, the supplicating God witkcsfices, by Herod,
before he went to this fight with the Arabians,agakotice of also in the
first book of the War, ch. 19. sect. 5, is wortimegking, because it is
the only example of this nature, so far as | remennihat Josephus ever
mentions in all his large and particular accourftthes Herod; and it
was when he had been in mighty distress, and diaged by a great
defeat of his former army, and by a very greatneprdike in Judea, such
times of affliction making men most religious; neas he disappointed
of his hopes here, but immediately gained a mgstasdivictory over the
Arabians, while they who just before had been safvictors, and so
much elevated upon the earthquake in Judea asntnireeto slay the
Jewish ambassadors, were now under a strange wouatgia, and
hardly able to fight at all.
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Chapter 6

Herod Obtained the Kingdom of Hyrcanus

1. Herod's other affairs were now very prosperansl, he was not to be
easily assaulted on any side. Yet did there conmn upm a danger that
would hazard his entire dominions, after Antony Hamkn beaten at the
battle of Actium by Caesar [Octarian]; for at thiate both Herod's enemies
and friends despaired of his affairs, for it wad pmbable that he would
remain without punishment, who had showed so muoendship for
Antony. So it happened that his friends despaiaad, had no hopes of his
escape; but for his enemies, they all outwardlyeapgd to be troubled at his
case, but were privately very glad of it, as hopimgbtain a change for the
better. As for Herod himself he saw that there wasone of royal dignity
left but Hyrcanus, and therefore he thought it widog for his advantage not
to suffer him to be an obstacle in his way any @mdor that in case he
himself survived, and escaped the danger he wdweithought it the safest
way to put it out of the power of such a man to enaky attempt against
him, at such junctures of affairs, as was more hyodf the kingdom than
himself; and in case he should be slain by Caéssienvy prompted him to
desire to slay him that would otherwise be kingralftim.

2. While Herod had these things in his mind, ther@s a certain
occasion afforded him: for Hyrcanus was of so milttmper, both then and
at other times, that he desired not to meddle pitblic affairs, nor to
concern himself with innovations, but left all tortune, and contented
himself with what that afforded him: but Alexandi@as daughter] was a
lover of strife, and was exceeding desirous of angle of the government,
and spake to her father not to bear for ever Hsripglrious treatment of
their family, but to anticipate their future hopes he safely might; and
desired him to write about these matters to Malchund was then governor
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of Arabia, to receive them, and to secure themmjfiéerod], for that if they
went away, and Herod's affairs proved to be asa# ikely they would be,
by reason of Caesar's enmity to him, they shouda the the only persons
that could take the government; and this, bothamoant of the royal family
they were of, and on account of the good disposité the multitude to
them. While she used these persuasions, Hyrcanusdfer suit; but as she
showed that she was a woman, and a contentious mtroaand would not
desist either night or day, but would always beakp®y to him about these
matters, and about Herod's treacherous designsatsiast prevailed with
him to intrust Dositheus, one of his friends, wdhletter, wherein his
resolution was declared; and he desired the Aratposernor to send to him
some horsemen, who should receive him, and condumtto the lake
Asphaltites, which is from the bounds of Jerusateree hundred furlongs:
and he did therefore trust Dositheus with thieletbecause he was a careful
attendant on him, and on Alexandra, and had nol<uehsions to bear ill-
will to Herod; for he was a kinsman of one Josepimom he had slain, and a
brother of those that were formerly slain at TygeAntony: yet could not
these motives induce Dositheus to serve Hyrcanughis affair; for,
preferring the hopes he had from the present lonpase he had from him,
he gave Herod the letter. So he took his kindneggod part, and bid him
besides do what he had already done, that is, go serving him, by rolling
up the epistle and sealing it again, and deliveiirig Malchus, and then to
bring back his letter in answer to it; for it wout@ much better if he could
know Malchus's intentions also. And when Dosithawss very ready to
serve him in this point also, the Arabian goverresurned back for answer,
that he would receive Hyrcanus, and all that sheoltie with him, and even
all the Jews that were of his party; that he wouhdreover, send forces
sufficient to secure them in their journey; and tima should be in no want of
any thing he should desire. Now as soon as Herdddaeived this letter, he
immediately sent for Hyrcanus, and questioned Hwuathe league he had
made with Malchus; and when he denied it, he shohisdletter to the
Sanhedrim, and put the man to death immediately.
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3. And this account we give the reader, as it istamioed in the
commentaries of king Herod: but other historiansxdbagree with them, for
they suppose that Herod did not find, but rathekenahis an occasion for
thus putting him to death, and that by treacheyolasting a snare for him;
for thus do they write: That Herod and he were oate treat, and that
Herod had given no occasion to suspect [that hedigdeased at him], but
put this question to Hyrcanus, Whether he had vedeany letters from
Malchus? and when he answered that he had recéstteds, but those of
salutation only; and when he asked further, wheffeehad not received any
presents from him? and when he had replied thdtdgereceived no more
than four horses to ride on, which Malchus had kant they pretended that
Herod charged these upon him as the crimes oftyréoed treason, and gave
order that he should be led away and slain. Andrder to demonstrate that
he had been guilty of no offense, when he was linogght to his end, they
alleged how mild his temper had been, and that éwdms youth he had
never given any demonstration of boldness or rashrand that the case was
the same when he came to be king, but that he thesn committed the
management of the greatest part of public affarguntipater; and that he
was now above fourscore years old, and knew thabd'e government was
In a secure state. He also came over Euphratesleéinitiose who greatly
honored him beyond that river, though he were tetaely under Herod's
government; and that it was a most incredible thivag he should enterprise
any thing by way of innovation, and not at all agele to his temper, but
that this was a plot of Herod's contrivance.

4. And this was the fate of Hyrcanus; and thushdidend his life, after
he had endured various and manifold turns of fatumhis lifetime. For he
was made high priest of the Jewish nation in thginmeng of his mother
Alexandra's reign, who held the government ninasjeand when, after his
mother's death, he took the kingdom himself, anld iiethree months, he
lost it, by the means of his brother Aristobulue #Was then restored by
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Pompey, and received all sorts of honor from hing anjoyed them forty
years; but when he was again deprived by Antigoand,was maimed in his
body, he was made a captive by the Parthians, laencé returned home
again after some time, on account of the hopesHieabd had given him;
none of which came to pass according to his expentabut he still
conflicted with many misfortunes through the whoteurse of his life; and,
what was the heaviest calamity of all, as we haleted already, he came to
an end which was undeserved by him. His charagieeared to be that of a
man of a mild and moderate disposition, and suffehe administration of
affairs to be generally done by others under hira. whs averse to much
meddling with the public, nor had shrewdness endoglovern a kingdom.
And both Antipater and Herod came to their greanag reason of his
mildness; and at last he met with such an end ftbem as was not
agreeable either to justice or piety.

5. Now Herod, as soon as he had put Hyrcanus otheofvay, made
haste to Caesar; and because he could not havieopeg of kindness from
him, on account of the friendship he had for Antohg had a suspicion of
Alexandra, lest she should take this opportunitypriog the multitude to a
revolt, and introduce a sedition into the affairs tbe kingdom; so he
committed the care of every thing to his brotheerm®has, and placed his
mother Cypros, and his sister [Salome], and thelevfeomily at Masada, and
gave him a charge, that if he should hear any sad mbout him, he should
take care of the government. But as to Mariamnewhis, because of the
misunderstanding between her and his sister, andisiier's mother, which
made it impossible for them to live together, hacpd her at Alexandrium,
with Alexandra her mother, and left his treasur@seph and Sohemus of
lturea to take care of that fortress. These two leeh very faithful to him
from the beginning, and were now left as a guarthiowomen. They also
had it in charge, that if they should hear any hesfichad befallen him, they
should kill them both, and, as far as they were aol preserve the kingdom
for his sons, and for his brother Pheroras.
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6. When he had given them this charge, he made hasRhodes, to
meet Caesar; and when he had sailed to that @tyodk off his diadem, but
remitted nothing else of his usual dignity. And whapon his meeting him,
he desired that he would let him speak to him,Hseein exhibited a much
more noble specimen of a great soul; for he did oetake himself to
supplications, as men usually do upon such occssioor offered him any
petition, as if he were an offender; but, afteruaglaunted manner, gave an
account of what he had done; for he spake thusas&: That he had the
greatest friendship for Antony, and did every thimg could that he might
attain the government; that he was not indeedeanatimy with him, because
the Arabians had diverted him; but that he had &&mt both money and
corn, which was but too little in comparison of wih@ ought to have done
for him; "for if a man owns himself to be anothdrisnd, and knows him to
be a benefactor, he is obliged to hazard everygthm use every faculty of
his soul, every member of his body, and all thelimelae hath, for him, in
which | confess | have been too deficient. Howeweam conscious to
myself, that so far | have done right, that | hav¢ deserted him upon his
defeat at Actium; nor upon the evident change & faurtune have |
transferred my hopes from him to another, but hpweserved myself,
though not as a valuable fellow soldier, yet caitaas a faithful counselor,
to Antony, when | demonstrated to him that the omay that he had to save
himself, and not to lose all his authority, waskay Cleopatra; for when she
was once dead, there would be room for him to mehas authority, and
rather to bring thee to make a composition with ,hilh@an to continue at
enmity any longer. None of which advises would tteral to, but preferred
his own rash resolution before them, which havepkapd unprofitably for
him, but profitably for thee. Now, therefore, inseathou determinest about
me, and my alacrity in serving Antony, accordinghy anger at him, | own
there is no room for me to deny what | have dowe,will | be ashamed to
own, and that publicly too, that | had a great kiess for him. But if thou
wilt put him out of the case, and only examine holeehave myself to my

35



benefactors in general, and what sort of friendm, ghou wilt find by
experience that we shall do and be the same telfhysr it is but changing
the names, and the firmness of friendship that el ear to thee will not
be disapproved by thee."

7. By this speech, and by his behavior, which shibWaesar the
frankness of his mind, he greatly gained upon himo was himself of a
generous and magnificent temper, insomuch thatethvesy actions, which
were the foundation of the accusation against lprocured him Caesar's
good-will. Accordingly, he restored him his diadexgain; and encouraged
him to exhibit himself as great a friend to himsedfhe had been to Antony,
and then had him in great esteem. Moreover, hedatlis, that Quintus
Didius had written to him that Herod had very réadissisted him in the
affair of the gladiators. So when he had obtaingthsa kind reception, and
had, beyond all his hopes, procured his crown tmbee entirely and firmly
settled upon him than ever by Caesar's donatiowefisas by that decree of
the Romans, which Caesar took care to procure ifogieater security, he
conducted Caesar on his way to Egypt, and mademeseven beyond his
ability, to both him and his friends, and in gehdsahaved himself with
great magnanimity. He also desired that Caesardwvoat put to death one
Alexander, who had been a companion of Antony;@agsar had sworn to
put him to death, and so he could not obtain timfpbktition. And now he
returned to Judea again with greater honor andrassel than ever, and
affrighted those that had expectations to the aontras still acquiring from
his very dangers greater splendor than beforehdyavor of God to him. So
he prepared for the reception of Caesar, as hegesas out of Syria to
invade Egypt; and when he came, he entertainedahiRtolemais with all
royal magnificence. He also bestowed presents enatmy, and brought
them provisions in abundance. He also proved torie of Caesar's most
cordial friends, and put the army in array, anderadbng with Caesar, and
had a hundred and fifty men, well appointed inrefipects, after a rich and
sumptuous manner, for the better reception of hmeh fais friends. He also
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provided them with what they should want, as thegsed over the dry
desert, insomuch that they lacked neither wine water, which last the
soldiers stood in the greatest need of; and bedmdepresented Caesar with
eight hundred talents, and procured to himself gbed-will of them all,
because he was assisting to them in a much graatemore splendid degree
than the kingdom he had obtained could afford; byctv means he more and
more demonstrated to Caesar the firmness of lsdship, and his readiness
to assist him; and what was of the greatest adgarttahim was this, that his
liberality came at a seasonable time also. And wheg returned again out
of Egypt, his assistances were no way inferiorh® good offices he had
formerly done them.
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Chapter 7

Herod Slew Sohemus, Mariamne, Alexandra and
Costobarus

1. However, when he came into his kingdom againfobned his house
all in disorder, and his wife Mariamne and her neotiAlexandra very
uneasy; for as they supposed (what was easy tagposed) that they were
not put into that fortress [Alexandrium] for thecaeaty of their persons, but
as into a garrison for their imprisonment, and tinay had no power over
any thing, either of others or of their own affatfsey were very uneasy; and
Mariamne supposing that the king's love to her was hypocritical, and
rather pretended (as advantageous to himself)rirwnshe looked upon it as
fallacious. She also was grieved that he wouldallotv her any hopes of
surviving him, if he should come to any harm hirhs8he also recollected
what commands he had formerly given to Joseph,mnsb that she
endeavored to please her keepers, and especidibn&s, as well apprized
how all was in his power. And at the first Sohemnnes faithful to Herod,
and neglected none of the things he had given higharge; but when the
women, by kind words and liberal presents, hadeghims affections over to
them, he was by degrees overcome, and at lengtbvaiged to them all the
king's injunctions, and this on that account ppatly, that he did not so
much as hope he would come back with the same itythe had before; so
that he thought he should both escape any danger fiim, mid supposed
that he did hereby much gratify the women, who wiely not to be
overlooked in the settling of the government; rthgt they would be able to
make him abundant recompense, since they must edlyn themselves, or
be very near to him that should reign. He had thé&urground of hope also,
that though Herod should have all the success kel eaish for, and should
return again, he could not contradict his wife ihatvshe desired, for he
knew that the king's fondness for his wife was pressible. These were the
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motives that drew Sohemus to discover what injamstihad been given him.
So Mariamne was greatly displeased to hear thae theas no end of the
dangers she was under from Herod, and was greaglgsy at it, and wished
that he might obtain no favors [from Caesar], aste@med it almost an
insupportable task to live with him any longer; dhi$ she afterward openly
declared, without concealing her resentment.

2. And now Herod sailed home with joy, at the urestpd good success
he had had; and went first of all, as was propethis his wife, and told her,
and her only, the good news, as preferring herrbdfte rest, on account of
his fondness for her, and the intimacy there haghhbeetween them, and
saluted her; but so it happened, that as he talofitae good success he had
had, she was so far from rejoicing at it, that sitber was sorry for it; nor
was she able to conceal her resentments, but, deygean her dignity, and
the nobility of her birth, in return for his saltitmns, she gave a groan, and
declared evidently that she rather grieved thaoiaeg at his success, and
this till Herod was disturbed at her, as affordimm, not only marks of her
suspicion, but evident signs of her dissatisfactioms much troubled him,
to see that this surprising hatred of his wife im kvas not concealed, but
open; and he took this so ill, and yet was so unabbear it, on account of
the fondness he had for her, that he could notrmo@tiong in any one mind,
but sometimes was angry at her, and sometimes céedrhimself to her;
but by always changing one passion for anotherwhas still in great
uncertainty, and thus was he entangled betweerdaind love, and was
frequently disposed to inflict punishment on her f@r insolence towards
him; but being deeply in love with her in his sdud, was not able to get quit
of this woman. In short, as he would gladly have penished, so was he
afraid lest, ere he were aware, he should, by muther to death, bring a
heavier punishment upon himself at the same time.

3. When Herod's sister and mother perceived thavdsin this temper
with regard to Mariamne they thought they had nowt gn excellent
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opportunity to exercise their hatred against her provoked Herod to wrath
by telling him, such long stories and calumnieswli®er, as might at once
excite his hatred and his jealousy. Now, thoughwiitngly enough heard
their words, yet had not he courage enough to gotlaing to her as if he
believed them; but still he became worse and wdisposed to her, and
these ill passions were more and more inflamedath bides, while she did
not hide her disposition towards him, and he turmedove to her into wrath
against her. But when he was just going to putrtraster past all remedy, he
heard the news that Caesar was the victor in the avel that Antony and
Cleopatra were both dead, and that he had conqi&ygot; whereupon he
made haste to go to meet Caesar, and left thasafféihis family in their
present state. However, Mariamne recommended Sahtmhim, as he was
setting out on his journey, and professed thatasied him thanks for the
care he had taken of her, and asked of the kinghfior a place in the
government; upon which an honorable employment lvestowed upon him
accordingly. Now when Herod was come into Egyptwas introduced to
Caesar with great freedom, as already a friendspfamd received very great
favors from him; for he made him a present of thimeg hundred Galatians
who had been Cleopatra's guards, and restoredcthatitry to him again,
which, by her means, had been taken away from Hienalso added to his
kingdom Gadara, Hippos, and Samaria; and, besideset the maritime
cities, Gaza, and Anthedon, and Joppa, and Stieower.

4. Upon these new acquisitions, he grew more magnif and
conducted Caesar as far as Antioch; but upon higmeas much as his
prosperity was augmented by the foreign additibvas had been made him,
so much the greater were the distresses that cgme kbim in his own
family, and chiefly in the affair of his wife, whan he formerly appeared to
have been most of all fortunate; for the affectienhad for Mariamne was
no way inferior to the affections of such as aretttat account celebrated in
history, and this very justly. As for her, she wasother respects a chaste
woman, and faithful to him; yet had she somewhat afoman rough by
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nature, and treated her husband imperiously endagglause she saw he was
so fond of her as to be enslaved to her. She didlso consider seasonably
with herself that she lived under a monarchy, drad she was at another's
disposal, and accordingly would behave herself @teaucy manner to him,
which yet he usually put off in a jesting way, amare with moderation and
good temper. She would also expose his mother adister openly, on
account of the meanness of their birth, and wopkbak unkindly of them,
insomuch that there was before this a disagreearahunpardonable hatred
among the women, and it was now come to greateoaepes of one another
than formerly, which suspicions increased, andethss whole year after
Herod returned from Caesar. However, these migsfesuwhich had been
kept under some decency for a great while, bursalbat once upon such an
occasion as was now offered; for as the king waes aay about noon lain
down on his bed to rest him, he called for Mariamoet of the great
affection he had always for her. She came in aceghg but would not lie
down by him; and when he was very desirous of leenpgany, she showed
her contempt of him; and added, by way of repro#itit, he had caused her
father and her brother to be slain. (1) And whentdak this injury very
unkindly, and was ready to use violence to heg precipitate manner, the
king's sister Salome, observing that he was maaa thrdinarily disturbed,
sent in to the king his cup-bearer, who had beepared long beforehand
for such a design, and bid him tell the king howrigllaane had persuaded
him to give his assistance in preparing a lovegootior him; and if he
appeared to be greatly concerned, and to ask whatidve potion was, to
tell him that she had the potion, and that he wessreld only to give it him;
but that in case he did not appear to be much epadeat this potion, to let
the thing drop; and that if he did so, no harm $&habereby come to him.
When she had given him these instructions, she lgentn at this time to
make such a speech. So he went in, after a compoarder, to gain credit
to what he should say, and yet somewhat hastily said that Mariamne had
given him presents, and persuaded him to give hiove potion. And when
this moved the king, he said that this love potas a composition that she
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had given him, whose effects he did not know, whi@s the reason of his
resolving to give him this information, as the safeourse he could take,
both for himself and for the king. When Herod heattat he said, and was
in an ill disposition before, his indignation gremore violent; and he
ordered that eunuch of Mariamne, who was most ffditto her, to be
brought to torture about this potion, as well knogvit was not possible that
any thing small or great could be done without md when the man was
under the utmost agonies, he could say nothingeraig the thing he was
tortured about, but so far he knew, that Mariamhatsed against him was
occasioned by somewhat that Sohemus had said toNosv as he was
saying this, Herod cried out aloud, and said tlaiethus, who had been at
all other times most faithful to him, and to hisvgonment, would not have
betrayed what injunctions he had given him, unlesshad had a nearer
conversation than ordinary with Mariamne. So heegarder that Sohemus
should be seized on and slain immediately; butllvevad his wife to take
her trial; and got together those that were mashtftd to him, and laid an
elaborate accusation against her for this loveopoéind composition, which
had been charged upon her by way of calumny onbwéver, he kept no
temper in what he said, and was in too great agra$sr judging well about
this matter. Accordingly, when the court was afglbnsatisfied that he was
so resolved, they passed the sentence of death kh@onbut when the
sentence was passed upon her, this temper wassseddwy himself, and by
some others of the court, that she should not b hlastily put to death, but
be laid in prison in one of the fortresses beloggio the kingdom: but
Salome and her party labored hard to have the wgraato death; and they
prevailed with the king to do so, and advised thi$ of caution, lest the
multitude should be tumultuous if she were suffei@dive; and thus was
Mariamne led to execution.

5. When Alexandra observed how things went, antlitbieae were small
hopes that she herself should escape the likemesdtfrom Herod, she
changed her behavior to quite the reverse of whghtnhave been expected
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from her former boldness, and this after a veryeamht manner; for out of
her desire to show how entirely ignorant she wathefcrimes laid against
Mariamne, she leaped out of her place, and repemhbler daughter in the
hearing of all the people; and cried out that she been an ill woman, and
ungrateful to her husband, and that her punishiweme justly upon her for

such her insolent behavior, for that she had natem@oper returns to him
who had been their common benefactor. And whenhsltefor some time

acted after this hypocritical manner, and been woageous as to tear her
hair, this indecent and dissembling behavior, as wabe expected, was
greatly condemned by the rest of the spectatorg,vaas principally by the

poor woman who was to suffer; for at the first gfa@e her not a word, nor
was discomposed at her peevishness, and only loatkiedr, yet did she out
of a greatness of soul discover her concern formether's offense, and
especially for her exposing herself in a manneurdmecoming her; but as for
herself, she went to her death with an unshakennfsss of mind, and

without changing the color of her face, and therebylently discovered the
nobility of her descent to the spectators, evahélast moments of her life.

6. And thus died Mariamne, a woman of an exceltfatracter, both for
chastity and greatness of soul; but she wanted ratde, and had too much
of contention in her nature; yet had she all tleat be said in the beauty of
her body, and her majestic appearance in convernsand thence arose the
greatest part of the occasions why she did notgpsavagreeable to the king,
nor live so pleasantly with him, as she might othee have done; for while
she was most indulgently used by the king, outisfftndness for her, and
did not expect that he could do any hard thingeig he took too unbounded
a liberty. Moreover, that which most afflicted heas, what he had done to
her relations, and she ventured to speak of ayl el suffered by him, and
at last greatly provoked both the king's mother aister, till they became
enemies to her; and even he himself also did theesan whom alone she
depended for her expectations of escaping thefasinishments.
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7. But when she was once dead, the king's affextion her were
kindled in a more outrageous manner than beforeswlold passion for her
we have already described; for his love to her m@sof a calm nature, nor
such as we usually meet with among other husbarids; at its
commencement it was of an enthusiastic kind, nos waby their long
cohabitation and free conversation together brougider his power to
manage; but at this time his love to Mariamne sektoeseize him in such a
peculiar manner, as looked like Divine vengeancenupim for the taking
away her life; for he would frequently call for hand frequently lament for
her in a most indecent manner. Moreover, he bethohign of every thing
he could make use of to divert his mind from thingkiof her, and contrived
feasts and assemblies for that purpose, but notiogld suffice; he
therefore laid aside the administration of publitaies, and was so far
conquered by his passion, that he would order haivasts to call for
Mariamne, as if she were still alive, and couldl sgar them. And when he
was in this way, there arose a pestilential disemse carried off the greatest
part of the multitude, and of his best and mosteased friends, and made all
men suspect that this was brought upon them byatiger of God, for the
injustice that had been done to Mariamne. Thisuarstance affected the
king still more, till at length he forced himsetf o into desert places, and
there, under pretense of going a hunting, bittaffjcted himself; yet had he
not borne his grief there many days before heiféh a most dangerous
distemper himself: he had an inflammation upon hamd a pain in the
hinder part of his head, joined with madness; amdHe remedies that were
used, they did him no good at all, but proved amtto his case, and so at
length brought him to despair. All the physiciamsoahat were about him,
partly because the medicines they brought for &®very could not at all
conquer the disease, and partly because his diéd b@ no other than what
his disease inclined him to, desired him to eatteder he had a mind to,
and so left the small hopes they had of his regowethe power of that diet,
and committed him to fortune. And thus did his elsper go on, while he
was at Samaria, now called Sebaste.
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8. Now Alexandra abode at this time at Jerusalerd; lzeing informed
what condition Herod was in, she endeavored to pgetsession of the
fortified places that were about the city, whichrevéwo, the one belonging
to the city itself, the other belonging to the tée@nd those that could get
them into their hands had the whole nation undeir hower, for without the
command of them it was not possible to offer tiseicrifices; and to think of
leaving on those sacrifices is to every Jew plainipossible, who are still
more ready to lose their lives than to leave oéfttBivine worship which
they have been wont to pay unto God. Alexandragtfbee, discoursed with
those that had the keeping of these strong hdids,itt was proper for them
to deliver the same to her, and to Herod's sosg, U@on his death, any other
person should seize upon the government; and fhat his recovery none
could keep them more safely for him than thoseisfdwn family. These
words were not by them at all taken in good pan as they had been in
former times faithful [to Herod], they resolveddontinue so more than ever,
both because they hated Alexandra, and becausetltbaght it a sort of
impiety to despair of Herod's recovery while he was alive, for they had
been his old friends; and one of them, whose nam® Achiabus, was his
cousin-german. They sent messengers therefore dqoiast him with
Alexandra's design; so he made no longer delaygéw orders to have her
slain; yet was it still with difficulty, and aftdre had endured great pain, that
he got clear of his distemper. He was still soadHicted, both in mind and
body, and made very uneasy, and readier than guamn all occasions to
inflict punishment upon those that fell under hasti. He also slew the most
intimate of his friends, Costobarus, and Lysimaclaml Cadias, who was
also called Antipater; as also Dositheus, and tnaon the following
occasion.

9. Costobarus was an ldumean by birth, and oneriatipal dignity
among them, and one whose ancestors had beerspoeite Koze, whom
the Idumeans had [formerly] esteemed as a god;aliat Hyrcanus had
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made a change in their political government, andlandtnem receive the
Jewish customs and law, Herod made Costobarus gmvef Idumea and
Gaza, and gave him his sister Salome to wife; dnsl was upon the
slaughter of [his uncle] Joseph, who had that guwent before, as we have
related already. When Costobarus had gotten toobkighly advanced, it
pleased him and was more than he hoped for, angasemore and more
puffed up by his good success, and in a little e&vhié exceeded all bounds,
and did not think fit to obey what Herod, as threiler, commanded him, or
that the ldumeans should make use of the Jewisiorogs or be subject to
them. He therefore sent to Cleopatra, and inforheedhat the Idumeans had
been always under his progenitors, and that forsmae reason it was but
just that she should desire that country for himAafony, for that he was
ready to transfer his friendship to her; and thesdid, not because he was
better pleased to be under Cleopatra's governrbenthecause he thought
that, upon the diminution of Herod's power, it webualbot be difficult for him
to obtain himself the entire government over themdans, and somewhat
more also; for he raised his hopes still highemasang no small pretenses,
both by his birth and by these riches which he gatlen by his constant
attention to filthy lucre; and accordingly it wastra small matter that he
aimed at. So Cleopatra desired this country of Antdout failed of her
purpose. An account of this was brought to Herduh was thereupon ready
to kill Costobarus; yet, upon the entreaties of $ister and mother, he
forgave him, and vouchsafed to pardon him entirthpugh he still had a
suspicion of him afterward for this his attempit.

10. But some time afterward, when Salome happeaeguarrel with
Costobarus, she sent him a bill of divorce (2) dis$solved her marriage
with him, though this was not according to the 3waws; for with us it is
lawful for a husband to do so; but a wife; if stepdrts from her husband,
cannot of herself be married to another, unlessfdrener husband put her
away. However, Salome chose to follow not the ldviner country, but the
law of her authority, and so renounced her wedl@ig told her brother
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Herod, that she left her husband out of her goddtwihim, because she
perceived that he, with Antipater, and Lysimachasgd Dositheus, were
raising a sedition against him; as an evidence egfeshe alleged the case
of the sons of Babas, that they had been by hirsepved alive already for
the interval of twelve years; which proved to bgetrBut when Herod thus
unexpectedly heard of it, he was greatly surprised, and was the more
surprised, because the relation appeared incretbbl@m. As for the fact
relating to these sons of Babas, Herod had formegen great pains to
bring them to punishment, as being enemies to biemment; but they
were now forgotten by him, on account of the lengthime [since he had
ordered them to be slain]. Now the cause of hiwilll and hatred to them
arose hence, that while Antigonus was king, Hevath his army, besieged
the city of Jerusalem, where the distress and msevhich the besieged
endured were so pressing, that the greater nunilleeim invited Herod into
the city, and already placed their hopes on himwNlte sons of Babas were
of great dignity, and had power among the multifumied were faithful to
Antigonus, and were always raising calumnies agaiHerod, and
encouraged the people to preserve the governméhnataooyal family which
held it by inheritance. So these men acted thugigally, and, as they
thought, for their own advantage; but when the wms taken, and Herod
had gotten the government into his hands, and Gasis was appointed to
hinder men from passing out at the gates, and &dgthe city, that those
citizens that were guilty, and of the party opp®$d the king, might not get
out of it, Costobarus, being sensible that the soihBabas were had in
respect and honor by the whole multitude, and ssipgo that their
preservation might be of great advantage to himtha changes of
government afterward, he set them by themselvescancealed them in his
own farms; and when the thing was suspected, hegessierod upon oath
that he really knew nothing of that matter, andosercame the suspicions
that lay upon him; nay, after that, when the kiragl lpublicly proposed a
reward for the discovery, and had put in practitesarts of methods for
searching out this matter, he would not confesbut;being persuaded that
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when he had at first denied it, if the men werenthune should not escape
unpunished, he was forced to keep them secreggmiptout of his good-will
to them, but out of a necessary regard to his awsgovation also. But when
the king knew the thing, by his sister's informafibe sent men to the places
where he had the intimation they were concealed, adered both them,
and those that were accused as guilty with thenbgetaglain, insomuch that
there were now none at all left of the kindred gfé¢hnus, and the kingdom
was entirely in Herod's own power, and there wdsodg remaining of such
dignity as could put a stop to what he did agdimstiewish laws.

Footnotes:

1. Whereas Mariamne is here represented as reproadHergd with the
murder of her father [Alexander], as well as hesther [Aristobulus],
while it was her grandfather Hyrcanus, and not faéner Alexander,
whom he caused to be slain, (as Josephus himéaifna us, ch. 6. sect.
2,) we must either take Zonaras's reading, whicheie grandfather,
rightly, or else we must, as before, ch. 1. sec¢tallow a slip of
Josephus's pen or memory in the place before us.

2. Here is a plain example of a Jewish lady givinglldb divorce to her
husband, though in the days of Josephus it waesteemed lawful for a
woman so to do. See the like among the ParthiansgAB. XVIII. ch.
9. sect. 6. However, the Christian law, when ibwkd divorce for
adultery, Matthew 5:32, allowed the innocent widedivorce her guilty
husband, as well as the innocent husband to divimecguilty wife, as
we learn from the shepherd of Hermas, Mand. B. Bhd from: the
second apology of Justin Martyr, where a persesutias brought upon
the Christians upon such a divorce; and | think Beman laws
permitted it at that time, as well as the laws diri§tianity. Now this
Babas, who was one of the race of the Asamoneakisocabees, as the
latter end of this section informs us, is related tbe Jews, as Dr.
Hudson here remarks, to have been so eminentlyiagas in the Jewish
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way, that, except the day following the tenth ofrTithe great day of
atonement, when he seems to have supposed allirgs estirely

forgiven, he used every day of the whole year ferad sacrifice for his
sins of ignorance, or such as he supposed he leadduelty of, but did

not distinctly remember. See somewhat like it ofripga the Great,
Antig. B. XIX. ch. 3. sect. 3, and Job 1:4, 5.
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Chapter 8

Ten Men of Jerusalem Made a Conspiracy Against
Herod

1. On this account it was that Herod revolted frdme laws of his
country, and corrupted their ancient constitutiby, the introduction of
foreign practices, which constitution yet ought hlave been preserved
inviolable; by which means we became guilty of gme@kedness afterward,
while those religious observances which used td the multitude to piety
were now neglected; for, in the first place, heapied solemn games to be
celebrated every fifth year, in honor of Caesard dwilt a theater at
Jerusalem, as also a very great amphitheater ipl#ne. Both of them were
indeed costly works, but opposite to the Jewisharus; for we have had no
such shows delivered down to us as fit to be usexkbibited by us; yet did
he celebrate these games every five years, in tret solemn and splendid
manner. He also made proclamation to the neighfarauntries, and called
men together out of every nation. The wrestlers,adsd the rest of those
that strove for the prizes in such games, werdedwwut of every land, both
by the hopes of the rewards there to be bestowrtbw the glory of victory
to be there gained. So the principal persons tleatwhe most eminent in
these sorts of exercises were gotten togetherthere were very great
rewards for victory proposed, not only to thosd tiexformed their exercises
naked, but to those that played the musicians atsuw were called
Thymelici; and he spared no pains to induce akqes, the most famous for
such exercises, to come to this contest for victelg/also proposed no small
rewards to those who ran for the prizes in chardaes, when they were
drawn by two, or three, or four pair of horses. &® imitated every thing,
though never so costly or magnificent, in othenars, out of an ambition
that he might give most public demonstration of ¢miandeur. Inscriptions
also of the great actions of Caesar, and trophidbase nations which he
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had conquered in his wars, and all made of the shbugeld and silver,
encompassed the theater itself; nor was there hmg tthat could be
subservient to his design, whether it were precigalsnents, or precious
stones set in order, which was not also exposeigtd in these games. He
had also made a great preparation of wild beastspélions themselves in
great abundance, and of such other beasts as whsr ef uncommon
strength, or of such a sort as were rarely seeasdlwere prepared either to
fight with one another, or that men who were conaleento death were to
fight with them. And truly foreigners were greasiyrprised and delighted at
the vastness of the expenses here exhibited, attieajreat dangers that
were here seen; but to natural Jews, this was tterliban a dissolution of
those customs for which they had so great a vapardtl) It appeared also
no better than an instance of barefaced impietthrimw men to wild beasts,
for the affording delight to the spectators; andppeared an instance of no
less impiety, to change their own laws for sucleifgm exercises: but, above
all the rest, the trophies gave most distaste @aldws; for as they imagined
them to be images, included within the armor thatghround about them,
they were sorely displeased at them, because itnwathe custom of their
country to pay honors to such images.

2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the disturbahey were under;
and as he thought it unseasonable to use violertbethem, so he spake to
some of them by way of consolation, and in ordefré@ them from that
superstitious fear they were under; yet could retsatisfy them, but they
cried out with one accord, out of their great uirezss at the offenses they
thought he had been guilty of, that although theyusd think of bearing all
the rest yet would they never bear images of meheir city, meaning the
trophies, because this was disagreeable to the ddvtiseir country. Now
when Herod saw them in such a disorder, and thet Would not easily
change their resolution unless they received satisin in this point, he
called to him the most eminent men among them baadght them upon the
theater, and showed them the trophies, and aslad tWhat sort of things
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they took these trophies to be; and when they an@dthat they were the
images of men, he gave order that they should rijgpetl of these outward
ornaments which were about them, and showed themmaked pieces of
wood; which pieces of wood, now without any ornaméecame matter of
great sport and laughter to them, because theybkfmle always had the
ornaments of images themselves in derision.

3. When therefore Herod had thus got clear of thétitmde, and had
dissipated the vehemency of passion under whightiad been, the greatest
part of the people were disposed to change theidwct, and not to be
displeased at him any longer; but still some ofnrtheontinued in their
displeasure against him, for his introduction ofvneustoms, and esteemed
the violation of the laws of their country as likédb be the origin of very
great mischiefs to them, so that they deemed ihstance of piety rather to
hazard themselves [to be put to death], than tonseif they took no notice
of Herod, who, upon the change he had made in thewernment,
introduced such customs, and that in a violent regnmhich they had never
been used to before, as indeed in pretense a kurgin reality one that
showed himself an enemy to their whole nation; drictv account ten men
that were citizens [of Jerusalem] conspired toge#lgainst him, and sware
to one another to undergo any dangers in the atfeand took daggers with
them under their garments [for the purpose ofrigliHerod]. Now there was
a certain blind man among those conspirators whbthas sworn to one
another, on account of the indignation he had agyauhat he heard to have
been done; he was not indeed able to afford theams assistance in the
undertaking, but was ready to undergo any suffenitg them, if so be they
should come to any harm, insomuch that he becavegyagreat encourager
of the rest of the undertakers.

4. When they had taken this resolution, and thatdymon consent,
they went into the theater, hoping that, in thstfplace, Herod himself could
not escape them, as they should fall upon him sexpectedly; and
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supposing, however, that if they missed him, tHeyud kill a great many of
those that were about him; and this resolution toek, though they should
die for it, in order to suggest to the king whagurres he had done to the
multitude. These conspirators, therefore, stantlng prepared beforehand,
went about their design with great alacrity; bugrthwas one of those spies
of Herod, that were appointed for such purposefistoout and inform him
of any conspiracies that should be made against Wino found out the
whole affair, and told the king of it, as he wasuathto go into the theater. So
when he reflected on the hatred which he knew thatgst part of the people
bore him, and on the disturbances that arose upeny ®@ccasion, he thought
this plot against him not to be improbable. Accogly, he retired into his
palace, and called those that were accused otdmspiracy before him by
their several names; and as, upon the guardsdalipon them, they were
caught in the very fact, and knew they could nataps, they prepared
themselves for their ends with all the decency ttmyld, and so as not at all
to recede from their resolute behavior, for thegvsbd no shame for what
they were about, nor denied it; but when they veeiieed, they showed their
daggers, and professed that the conspiracy thegwarh to was a holy and
pious action; that what they intended to do wasfaptgain, or out of any
indulgence to their passions, but principally foode common customs of
their country, which all the Jews were obliged bs@rve, or to die for them.
This was what these men said, out of their undaum®urage in this
conspiracy. So they were led away to executionhgy King's guards that
stood about them, and patiently underwent all tmménts inflicted on them
till they died. Nor was it long before that spy whad discovered them was
seized on by some of the people, out of the hdtreg bore to him; and was
not only slain by them, but pulled to pieces, lifrdm limb, and given to the
dogs. This execution was seen by many of the aisizget would not one of
them discover the doers of it, till upon Herod'skmg a strict scrutiny after
them, by bitter and severe tortures, certain wortleat were tortured
confessed what they had seen done; the authorshmhwact were so
terribly punished by the king, that their entirenfhes were destroyed for
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this their rash attempt; yet did not the obstinafythe people, and that
undaunted constancy they showed in the defengeeoflaws, make Herod
any easier to them, but he still strengthened Hinaféer a more secure
manner, and resolved to encompass the multitudey eway, lest such
innovations should end in an open rebellion.

5. Since, therefore, he had now the city fortifigdthe palace in which
he lived, and by the temple which had a strongdsg by it, called Antonia,
and was rebuilt by himself, he contrived to maken&aa a fortress for
himself also against all the people, and calleSeibaste, supposing that this
place would be a strong hold against the county imferior to the former.
So he fortified that place, which was a day's jeyrdistant from Jerusalem,
and which would be useful to him in common, to kbéefh the country and
the city in awe. He also built another fortresstfoe whole nation; it was of
old called Strato's Tower, but was by him namedaésss Moreover, he
chose out some select horsemen, and placed thém direat plain; and built
[for them] a place in Galilee, called Gaba with el@snitis, in Perea. And
these were the places which he particularly buwihile he always was
inventing somewhat further for his own security,damncompassing the
whole nation with guards, that they might by no neget from under his
power, nor fall into tumults, which they did contally upon any small
commotion; and that if they did make any commotjdres might know of it,
while some of his spies might be upon them from rikeeghborhood, and
might both be able to know what they were attengptend to prevent it.
And when he went about building the wall of Samdnie contrived to bring
thither many of those that had been assistingrtoihihis wars, and many of
the people in that neighborhood also, whom he niglttev citizens with the
rest. This he did out of an ambitious desire ofding a temple, and out of a
desire to make the city more eminent than it hashldeefore; but principally
because he contrived that it might at once be ferolwn security, and a
monument of his magnificence. He also changed @& and called it
Sebaste. Moreover, he parted the adjoining coumthych was excellent in
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its kind, among the inhabitants of Samaria, thalytmight be in a happy
condition, upon their first coming to inhabit. Baéss all which, he
encompassed the city with a wall of great strengtid made use of the
acclivity of the place for making its fortificatisnstronger; nor was the
compass of the place made now so small as it hanl before, but was such
as rendered it not inferior to the most famousesitifor it was twenty
furlongs in circumference. Now within, and abouw thiddle of it, he built a
sacred place, of a furlong and a half [in circuaijd adorned it with all sorts
of decorations, and therein erected a temple, whies illustrious on
account of both its largeness and beauty. And dedaeveral parts of the
city, he adorned them with decorations of all saft®; and as to what was
necessary to provide for his own security, he ntadewalls very strong for
that purpose, and made it for the greatest paritamled; and as to the
elegance of the building, it was taken care of ,athat he might leave
monuments of the fineness of his taste, and dbé&neficence, to future ages.

Footnote:

1. These grand plays, and shows, and Thymelici, oriarmeetings, and
chariot races, when the chariots were drawn by tiweg, or four pair of
horses, etc., instituted by Herod in his theatnese still, as we see here,
looked on by the sober Jews as heathenish spodggeading to corrupt
the manners of the Jewish nation, and to bring thenbove with
paganish idolatry, and paganish conduct of lifd,tbithe dissolution of
the law of Moses, and accordingly were greatly prstly condemned
by them, as appears here and every where elsesapldos. Nor is the
case of our modern masquerades, plays, operashatée "pomps and
vanities of this wicked world," of any better tendg under Christianity.
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Chapter 9

Herod Rebuilt Cesarea

1. Now on this very year, which was the thirteeyglar of the reign of
Herod, very great calamities came upon the counttyether they were
derived from the anger of God, or whether this nyiseturns again naturally
in certain periods of time (1) for, in the firstapk, there were perpetual
droughts, and for that reason the ground was baarmah did not bring forth
the same quantity of fruits that it used to prodacel after this barrenness of
the soil, that change of food which the want ofncoccasioned produced
distempers in the bodies of men, and a pestiledisdase prevailed, one
misery following upon the back of another; and ¢hegcumstances, that
they were destitute both of methods of cure anfdad, made the pestilential
distemper, which began after a violent manner, thae lasting. The
destruction of men also after such a manner deptivese that surived of all
their courage, because they had no way to proededies sufficient for the
distresses they were in. When therefore the ffithat year were spoiled,
and whatsoever they had laid up beforehand wast,spleere was no
foundation of hope for relief remaining, but thesery, contrary to what they
expected still increased upon them; and this nit om that year, while they
had nothing for themselves left [at the end of it what seed they had
sown perished also, by reason of the ground nddig its fruits on the
second year. (2) This distress they were in maemtalso, out of necessity,
to eat many things that did not use to be eatenwas the king himself free
from this distress any more than other men, asgpaé@prived of that tribute
he used to have from the fruits of the ground, laadng already expended
what money he had, in his liberality to those whosies he had built; nor
had he any people that were worthy of his assistasioice this miserable
state of things had procured him the hatred okhigects: for it is a constant
rule, that misfortunes are still laid to the acdoofithose that govern.
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2. In these circumstances he considered with hinfe®l to procure
some seasonable help; but this was a hard thingetaone, while their
neighbors had no food to sell them; and their maalep was gone, had it
been possible to purchase a little food at a gree¢. However, he thought it
his best way, by all means, not to leave off hdeavors to assist his people;
so he cut off the rich furniture that was in hisaga, both of silver and gold,
insomuch that he did not spare the finest vesselsdd, or those that were
made with the most elaborate skill of the artifs;elbut sent the money to
Petronius, who had been made prefect of Egypt ls&@aand as not a few
had already fled to him under their necessities, @ he was patrticularly a
friend to Herod, and desirous to have his subjetserved, he gave leave to
them in the first place to export corn, and asdiskem every way, both in
purchasing and exporting the same; so that he laagprincipal, if not the
only person, who afforded them what help they Wadl Herod taking care
the people should understand that this help caoma fiimself, did thereby
not only remove the ill opinion of those that fomgehated him, but gave
them the greatest demonstration possible of hisl-gath to them, and care
of them; for, in the first place, as for those whkere able to provide their
own food, he distributed to them their proportiohcorn in the exactest
manner; but for those many that were not ablegeilly reason of their old
age, or any other infirmity, to provide food forethselves, he made this
provision for them, the bakers should make the@alrready for them. He
also took care that they might not be hurt by thegers of winter, since they
were in great want of clothing also, by reasonh&f titter destruction and
consumption of their sheep and goats, till they hadvool to make use of,
nor any thing else to cover themselves withal. Aviten he had procured
these things for his own subjects, he went furtherorder to provide
necessaries for their neighbors, and gave seelet®&yrians, which thing
turned greatly to his own advantage also, this itdide assistance being
afforded most seasonably to their fruitful soil,tkat every one had now a
plentiful provision of food. Upon the whole, whemetharvest of the land
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was approaching, he sent no fewer than fifty thodsamen, whom he had
sustained, into the country; by which means he begaired the afflicted
condition of his own kingdom with great generoségd diligence, and
lightened the afflictions of his neighbors, who weunder the same
calamities; for there was nobody who had been intwreat was left destitute
of a suitable assistance by him; nay, further,eheere neither any people,
nor any cities, nor any private men, who were tdkenprovision for the
multitudes, and on that account were in want opsuip and had recourse to
him, but received what they stood in need of, insomthat it appeared,
upon a computation, that the number of cori of whehten attic medimni
apiece, that were given to foreigners, amountedetothousand, and the
number that was given in his own kingdom was alfoutscore thousand.
Now it happened that this care of his, and thiseeable benefaction, had
such influence on the Jews, and was so cried um@rather nations, as to
wipe off that old hatred which his violation of serof their customs, during
his reign, had procured him among all the natiord #hat this liberality of
his assistance in this their greatest necessityfwhsatisfaction for all that
he had done of that nature, as it also procured dnieat fame among
foreigners; and it looked as if these calamitiest thfflicted his land, to a
degree plainly incredible, came in order to raisediory, and to be to his
great advantage; for the greatness of his libgralithese distresses, which
he now demonstrated beyond all expectation, didhsmge the disposition
of the multitude towards him, that they were retal\suppose he had been
from the beginning not such a one as they had fohimmd to be by
experience, but such a one as the care he hadaékeem in supplying their
necessities proved him now to be.

3. About this time it was that he sent five hundebdsen men out of the
guards of his body as auxiliaries to Caesar, whaethu8 Gallus (3) led to
the Red Sea, and who were of great service to Inemet When therefore his
affairs were thus improved, and were again in arikhing condition, he
built himself a palace in the upper city, raisirge trooms to a very great
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height, and adorning them with the most costly ifure of gold, and marble
scats, and beds; and these were so large thatcthdg contain very many
companies of men. These apartments were also fidisnagnitudes, and
had particular names given them; for one apartmexd called Caesar's,
another Agrippa's. He also fell in love again, amafried another wife, not
suffering his reason to hinder him from living aspleased. The occasion of
this his marriage was as follows: There was oneo8jma citizen of
Jerusalem, the son of one Boethus, a citizen okakdria, and a priest of
great note there; this man had a daughter, who estésemed the most
beautiful woman of that time; and when the peogdldeyusalem began to
speak much in her commendation, it happened thadtdH&as much affected
with what was said of her; and when he saw the digrhe was smitten with
her beauty, yet did he entirely reject the thougiftsising his authority to
abuse her, as believing, what was the truth, tgatddoing he should be
stigmatized for violence and tyranny; so he thoughest to take the damsel
to wife. And while Simon was of a dignity too inier to be allied to him,
but still too considerable to be despised, he gwmathis inclinations after
the most prudent manner, by augmenting the digaityhe family, and
making them more honorable; so he immediately defdriesus, the son of
Phabet, of the high priesthood, and conferred digatity on Simon, and so
joined in affinity with him [by marrying his daugi.

4. When this wedding was over, he built anotheadst in that place
where he had conquered file Jews when he was drivgn of his
government, and Antigonus enjoyed it. This citadalistant from Jerusalem
about threescore furlongs. It was strong by natmd,fit for such a building.
It is a sort of a moderate hill, raised to a furtheight by the hand of man,
till it was of the shape of a woman's breast. kngeompassed with circular
towers, and hath a strait ascent up to it, whicemisis composed of steps of
polished stones, in number two hundred. Withinré eoyal and very rich
apartments, of a structure that provided both fgusty and for beauty.
About the bottom there are habitations of suchriacsire as are well worth
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seeing, both on other accounts, and also on acaduthie water which is
brought thither from a great way off, and at vagienses, for the place itself
Is destitute of water. The plain that is about thiadel is full of edifices, not
inferior to any city in largeness, and having thedibove it in the nature of a
castle.

5. And now, when all Herod's designs had succeadedrding to his
hopes, he had not the least suspicion that anyplesucould arise in his
kingdom, because he kept his people obedient, Adwéhe fear they stood
in of him, for he was implacable in the inflictiari his punishments, as by
the provident care he had showed towards thenr, tAffemost magnanimous
manner, when they were under their distressessfdubhe took care to have
external security for his government as a forteagganst his subjects; for the
orations he made to the cities were very fine, ftidof kindness; and he
cultivated a seasonable good understanding withr thevernors, and
bestowed presents on every one of them, induciem tthereby to be more
friendly to him, and using his magnificent dispmsit so as his kingdom
might be the better secured to him, and this llilhis affairs were every way
more and more augmented. But then this magnifimmper of his, and that
submissive behavior and liberality which he exeadisowards Caesar, and
the most powerful men of Rome, obliged him to tgaass the customs of
his nation, and to set aside many of their lawd, @anbuilding cities after an
extravagant manner, and erecting temples, - nalushea indeed, for that
would not have been borne, it being forbidden ferta pay any honor to
images, or representations of animals, after theneaof the Greeks; but
still he did thus in the country [properly] out @fir bounds, and in the cities
thereof (4) The apology which he made to the Jewshese things was this:
That all was done, not out of his own inclinatiobst by the commands and
injunctions of others, in order to please Caesdrthea Romans, as though he
had not the Jewish customs so much in his eye &sdehe honor of those
Romans, while yet he had himself entirely in viditlae while, and indeed
was very ambitious to leave great monuments ofbiernment to posterity;
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whence it was that he was so zealous in buildiradp $ine cities, and spent
such vast sums of money upon them.

6. Now upon his observation of a place near the whi&ch was very
proper for containing a city, and was before cal&tdhto's Tower, he set
about getting a plan for a magnificent city thexed erected many edifices
with great diligence all over it, and this of whagéone. He also adorned it
with most sumptuous palaces and large edificexdnmtaining the people;
and what was the greatest and most laborious wioak,dhe adorned it with
a haven, that was always free from the waves ofs#dee Its largeness was
not less than the Pyrmum [at Athens], and had tdsvdéine city a double
station for the ships. It was of excellent worknfapsand this was the more
remarkable for its being built in a place thatts&lf was not suitable to such
noble structures, but was to be brought to pedadby materials from other
places, and at very great expenses. This citytists in Phoenicia, in the
passage by sea to Egypt, between Joppa and Doich aute lesser maritime
cities, and not fit for havens, on account of thipetuous south winds that
beat upon them, which rolling the sands that corom fthe sea against the
shores, do not admit of ships lying in their statibut the merchants are
generally there forced to ride at their anchorgdhie sea itself. So Herod
endeavored to rectify this inconvenience, and laid such a compass
towards the land as might be sufficient for a haweimerein the great ships
might lie in safety; and this he effected by ladtimlown vast stones of above
fifty feet in length, not less than eighteen indath, and nine in depth, into
twenty fathom deep; and as some were lesser, se @tbers bigger than
those dimensions. This mole which he built by tha-side was two hundred
feet wide, the half of which was opposed to theenirof the waves, so as to
keep off those waves which were to break upon theamd, so was called
Procymatia, or the first breaker of the waves;thatother half had upon it a
wall, with several towers, the largest of which wasned Drusus, and was a
work of very great excellence, and had its nammf@rusus, the son-in-law
of Caesar, who died young. There were also a guaaber of arches where
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the mariners dwelt. There was also before themay,qr landing place,]
which ran round the entire haven, and was a mastafle walk to such as
had a mind to that exercise; but the entrance artimof the port was made
on the north quarter, on which side was the stildshe winds of all in this
place: and the basis of the whole circuit on tHeHand, as you enter the
port, supported a round turret, which was made s&ng, in order to resist
the greatest waves; while on the right hand, as gmer, stood two vast
stones, and those each of them larger than thet,twhich were over against
them; these stood upright, and were joined togethiew there were edifices
all along the circular haven, made of the politskine, with a certain
elevation, whereon was erected a temple, that was a great way off by
those that were sailing for that haven, and hai iwo statues, the one of
Rome, the other of Caesar. The city itself wasedallesarea, which was also
itself built of fine materials, and was of a fingusture; nay, the very
subterranean vaults and cellars had no less oftactlre bestowed on them
than had the buildings above ground. Some of tlhiaséis carried things at
even distances to the haven and to the sea; budfahem ran obliquely, and
bound all the rest together, that both the raintaedilth of the citizens were
together carried off with ease, and the sea itsglbn the flux of the tide
from without, came into the city, and washed it@d#éan. Herod also built
therein a theater of stone; and on the south quarehind the port, an
amphitheater also, capable of holding a vast numbkermen, and
conveniently situated for a prospect to the seahisocity was thus finished
in twelve years; (5) during which time the king didt fail to go on both
with the work, and to pay the charges that weressary.

Footnotes:

1. Here we have an eminent example of the languagksdphus in his
writing to Gentiles, different from that when heotg to Jews; in his
writing to whom he still derives all such judgmemitsm the anger of
God; but because he knew many of the Gentiles ftiotigey might
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naturally come in certain periods, he complies willem in the

following sentence. See the note on the War. 8h.133. sect. 2.

. This famine for two years that affected Judea aylaSthe thirteenth

mid fourteenth years of Herod, which are the tweahiyd and twenty-

fourth years before the Christian era, seems t@ lieden more terrible
during this time than was that in the days of JaGxdnesis 41., 42. And
what makes the comparison the more remarkableigs ttiiat now, as

well as then, the relief they had was from Egypbathen from Joseph
the governor of Egypt, under Pharaoh king of Egwmtd now from

Petronius the prefect of Egypt, under AugustusRbaan emperor. See
almost the like case, Antiq. B. XX. ch. 2. sectltés also well worth

our observation here, that these two years werabd&ic year, and a
year of jubilee, for which Providence, during theedcracy, used to
provide a triple crop beforehand; but became nohemwthe Jews had
forfeited that blessing, the greatest years of @b them ever since
the days of Ahab, 1 Kings 17., 18.

. This Aelius Gallus seems to be no other than the&iud Lagus whom

Dio speaks of as conducting an expedition thatatesit this time made
into Arabia Felix, according to Betarius, who igdieited by Spanheim.
See a full account of this expedition in Prideaatthe years 23 and 24.

. One may here take notice, that how tyrannical axtcheagant soever
Herod were in himself, and in his Grecian citiest@a those plays, and
shows, and temples for idolatry, mentioned abo¥we,8 sect. 1, and
here also; yet durst even he introduce very fethein into the cities of
the Jews, who, as Josephus here notes, would anttben have borne
them, so zealous were they still for many of th&slaof Moses, even
under so tyrannical a government as this was obtHéne Great; which

tyrannical government puts me naturally in mindBD¥an Prideaux's
honest reflection upon the like ambition after stgtannical power in

Pompey and Caesar: "One of these (says he, atetlre6@) could not

bear an equal, nor the other a superior; and thrahg ambitions

humor and thirst after more power in these two ntiea,whole Roman
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empire being divided into two opposite factionsgeréh was produced
hereby the most destructive war that ever affliatednd the like folly
too much reigns in all other places. Could aboutytimen be persuaded
to live at home in peace, without enterprising uploa rights of each
other, for the vain glory of conquest, and the mydment of power, the
whole world might be at quiet; but their ambitidineir follies, and their
humor, leading them constantly to encroach uponcuadrel with each
other, they involve all that are under them in thischiefs thereof; and
many thousands are they which yearly perish bsoitthat it may almost
raise a doubt, whether the benefit which the wardeives from
government be sufficient to make amends for tharodles which it
suffers from the follies, mistakes, and real-adstmations of those that
manage it."

. Cesarea being here said to be rebuilt and adomédelve years, and
soon afterwards in ten years, Antig. B. XVI. chséct. 1, there must be
a mistake in one of the places as to the true ngnftag in which of
them it is hard positively to determine.
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Chapter 10

Herod Sent His Sons to Rome

1. When Herod was engaged in such matters, and Wwhdrad already
re-edified Sebaste, [Samaria,] he resolved to $emdons Alexander and
Aristobulus to Rome, to enjoy the company of Caesan, when they came
thither, lodged at the house of Pollio, (1) who wasy fond of Herod's
friendship; and they had leave to lodge in Caesaws palace, for he
received these sons of Herod with all humanity, gade Herod leave to
give his, kingdom to which of his sons he pleasad besides all this, he
bestowed on him Trachon, and Batanea, and Auramgh he gave him
on the occasion following: One Zenodorus (2) haddwhat was called the
house of Lysanias, who, as he was not satisfied matrevenues, became a
partner with the robbers that inhabited the Tradlesn and so procured
himself a larger income; for the inhabitants ofstglaces lived in a mad
way, and pillaged the country of the Damascenedgevwtenodorus did not
restrain them, but partook of the prey they acagliMow as the neighboring
people were hereby great. sufferers, they complaine/arro, who was then
president [of Syria], and entreated him to writeCmesar about this injustice
of Zenodorus. When these matters were laid befaesé&r, he wrote back to
Varro to destroy those nests of robbers, and te tijie land to Herod, that so
by his care the neighboring countries might beamgér disturbed with these
doings of the Trachonites; for it was not an easyd to restrain them, since
this way of robbery had been their usual practaeel they had no other way
to get their living, because they had neither ahy af their own, nor lands
in their possession, but only some receptaclesiand in the earth, and there
they and their cattle lived in common together. ldoer, they had made
contrivances to get pools of water, and laid upncor granaries for
themselves, and were able to make great resistéycessuing out on the
sudden against any that attacked them; for thaeodss of their caves were
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narrow, in which but one could come in at a timed dhe places within
incredibly large, and made very wide but the groordr their habitations
was not very high, but rather on a plain, while tbeks are altogether hard
and difficult to be entered upon, unless any orts geo the plain road by
the guidance of another, for these roads are maigkt, but have several
revolutions. But when these men are hindered frbeir twicked preying
upon their neighbors, their custom is to prey operuanother, insomuch
that no sort of injustice comes amiss to them.\Bu¢n Herod had received
this grant from Caesar, and was come into this wguhe procured skillful
guides, and put a stop to their wicked robberiesl procured peace and
guietness to the neighboring people.

2. Hereupon Zenodorus was grieved, in the firscelabecause his
principality was taken away from him; and still rmso, because he envied
Herod, who had gotten it; So he went up to Ronmactuse him, but returned
back again without success. Now Agrippa was [albig time] sent to
succeed Caesar in the government of the countagena the lonian Sea,
upon whom Herod lighted when he was wintering abddiiiglene, for he had
been his particular friend and companion, and te&urned into Judea again.
However, some of the Gadarens came to Agrippaaaodsed Herod, whom
he sent back bound to the king without giving th@en hearing. But still the
Arabians, who of old bare ill-will to Herod's gowenent, were nettled, and
at that time attempted to raise a sedition in hasnidions, and, as they
thought, upon a more justifiable occasion; for Z#oros, despairing already
of success as to his own affairs, prevented [hesrees], by selling to those
Arabians a part of his principality, called Aurasitfor the value of fifty
talents; but as this was included in the donatimih€aesar, they contested
the point with Herod, as unjustly deprived of whaey had bought.
Sometimes they did this by making incursions upon, land sometimes by
attempting force against him, and sometimes by gydo law with him.
Moreover, they persuaded the poorer soldiers t@ hkeem, and were
troublesome to him, out of a constant hope thay thleould reduce the
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people to raise a sedition; in which designs thtte are in the most

miserable circumstances of life are still the nezginest; and although Herod
had been a great while apprized of these attempgtslid not he indulge any

severity to them, but by rational methods aimednitigate things, as not

willing to give any handle for tumults.

3. Now when Herod had already reigned seventeersy€aesar came
into Syria; at which time the greatest part of thhabitants of Gadara
clamored against Herod, as one that was heavy snifjunctions, and
tyrannical. These reproaches they mainly venturggonu by the
encouragement of Zenodorus, who took his oathbatvould never leave
Herod till he had procured that they should be smVefrom Herod's
kingdom, and joined to Caesar's province. The Gadamwere induced
hereby, and made no small cry against him, and tinatmore boldly,
because those that had been delivered up by Agrigpra not punished by
Herod, who let them go, and did them no harm,; faeed he was the
principal man in the world who appeared almost arakle in punishing
crimes in his own family, but very generous in reimg the offenses that
were committed elsewhere. And while they accuserbdHef injuries, and
plunderings, and subversions of temples, he staumbncerned, and was
ready to make his defense. However, Caesar gavehisimght hand, and
remitted nothing of his kindness to him, upon thkisturbance by the
multitude; and indeed these things were allegeditsieday, but the hearing
proceeded no further; for as the Gadarens sawntlimation of Caesar and
of his assessors, and expected, as they had re&asir) that they should be
delivered up to the king, some of them, out of @adrof the torments they
might undergo, cut their own throats in the nightet, and some of them
threw themselves down precipices, and others ahtbast themselves into
the river, and destroyed themselves of their owroll; which accidents
seemed a sufficient condemnation of the rashnes<mmmes they had been
guilty of; whereupon Caesar made no longer delay,chkeared Herod from
the crimes he was accused of. Another happy adctdere was, which was
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a further great advantage to Herod at this time;Zenodorus's belly burst,
and a great quantity of blood issued from him s gickness, and he thereby
departed this life at Antioch in Syria; so Caesastbwed his country, which
was no small one, upon Herod; it lay between Trachnd Galilee, and
contained Ulatha, and Paneas, and the country rabodt. He also made
him one of the procurators of Syria, and commanithed they should do
every thing with his approbation; and, in short,dreved at that pitch of
felicity, that whereas there were but two men timaterned the vast Roman
empire, first Caesar, and then Agrippa, who was griacipal favorite,
Caesar preferred no one to Herod besides AgripjghAgrippa made no one
his greater friend than Herod besides Caesar. Andnwhe had acquired
such freedom, he begged of Caesar a tetrarchyo(3)i$ brother Pheroras,
while he did himself bestow upon him a revenue atiadred talents out of
his own kingdom, that in case he came to any hamsdif, his brother
might be in safety, and that his sons might notehd@minion over him. So
when he had conducted Caesar to the sea, and waseed home, he built
him a most beautiful temple, of the whitest stomeZenodorus's country,
near the place called Panlure. This is a very ¢isnge in a mountain, under
which there is a great cavity in the earth, and ¢heern is abrupt, and
prodigiously deep, and frill of a still water; ovérhangs a vast mountain;
and under the caverns arise the springs of the doslan. Herod adorned
this place, which was already a very remarkable, at# further by the
erection of this temple, which he dedicated to @aes

4. At which time Herod released to his subjectstthiad part of their
taxes, under pretense indeed of relieving therar #tfie dearth they had had,;
but the main reason was, to recover their good-wilich he now wanted,;
for they were uneasy at him, because of the inmavsithe had introduced in
their practices, of the dissolution of their retigj and of the disuse of their
own customs; and the people every where talkechaghim, like those that
were still more provoked and disturbed at his pdoice; against which
discontents he greatly guarded himself, and tookyatlve opportunities they
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might have to disturb him, and enjoined them tahleays at work; nor did
he permit the citizens either to meet togethetpowalk or eat together, but
watched every thing they did, and when any wergleauhey were severely
punished; and many there were who were broughhdocitadel Hyrcania,
both openly and secretly, and were there put téhcleand there were spies
set every where, both in the city and in the roadsy) watched those that
met together; nay, it is reported that he did notself neglect this part of
caution, but that he would oftentimes himself téike habit of a private man,
and mix among the multitude, in the night time, amake trial what opinion
they had of his government: and as for those thalidcno way be reduced to
acquiesce under his scheme of government, he priesethem all manner
of ways; but for the rest of the multitude, he reed that they should be
obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him, andtla same time compelled
them to swear that they would bear him good-will @ontinue certainly so
to do, in his management of the government; andadd great part of them,
either to please him, or out of fear of him, yi@ld® what he required of
them; but for such as were of a more open and gasetisposition, and had
indignation at the force he used to them, he by means or other made
away, with them. He endeavored also to persuadéoRbé Pharisee, and
Satneas, and the greatest part of their scholargke the oath; but these
would neither submit so to do, nor were they pugtlstogether with the rest,
out of the reverence he bore to Pollio. The Essdsts as we call a sect of
ours, were excused from this imposition. These ihanthe same kind of
life as do those whom the Greeks call Pythagoreamscerning whom |
shall discourse more fully elsewhere. Howevers bt fit to set down here
the reasons wherefore Herod had these Essens lnhsunor, and thought
higher of them than their mortal nature requiredr will this account be
unsuitable to the nature of this history, as il gllow the opinion men had of
these Essens.

5. Now there was one of these Essens, whose nasm&lam@ahem, who
had this testimony, that he not only conducted lifés after an excellent
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manner, but had the foreknowledge of future evgisn him by God also.
This man once saw Herod when he was a child, amjgo school, and
saluted him as king of the Jews; but he, thinkhmag either he did not know
him, or that he was in jest, put him in mind thatwas but a private man; but
Manahem smiled to himself, and clapped him on hiskbide with his hand,
and said," However that be, thou wilt be king, amit begin thy reign
happily, for God finds thee worthy of it. And doothremember the blows
that Manahem hath given thee, as being a sigrthleothange of thy fortune.
And truly this will be the best reasoning for thékat thou love justice
[towards men], and piety towards God, and clemdoayards thy citizens;
yet do | know how thy whole conduct will be, thhbti wilt not be such a
one, for thou wilt excel all men in happiness, afiain an everlasting
reputation, but wilt forget piety and righteousnessd these crimes will not
be concealed from God, at the conclusion of the; ithen thou wilt find that
he will be mindful of them, and punish time for thé Now at that time
Herod did not at all attend to what Manahem sasdhaving no hopes of
such advancement; but a little afterward, when he 8o fortunate as to be
advanced to the dignity of king, and was in thegheof his dominion, he
sent for Manahem, and asked him how long he shaugpgh. Manahem did
not tell him the full length of his reign; whereérupon that silence of his,
he asked him further, whether he should reign &ars/or not? He replied,
"Yes, twenty, nay, thirty years;" but did not assife just determinate limit
of his reign. Herod was satisfied with these replend gave Manahem his
hand, and dismissed him; and from that time heicoad to honor all the
Essens. We have thought it proper to relate thasts to our readers, how
strange soever they be, and to declare what happenad among us,
because many of these Essens have, by their exicelieue, been thought
worthy of this knowledge of Divine revelations.

Footnotes:

1. This Pollio, with whom Herod's sons lived at Rom&s not Pollio the
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Pharisee, already mentioned by Josephus, ch. 1. $e@and again
presently after this, ch. 10. sect. 4; but Asink@lo, the Roman, as
Spanheim here observes.

. The character of this Zenodorus is so like thaa édmous robber of the
same name in Strabo, and that about this very pguahnd about this
very time also, that | think Dr. Hudson hardly neédo have put a
overlaps to his determination that they were thmesa

. A tetrarchy properly and originally denoted thertbupart of an entire
kingdom or country, and a tetrarch one that wasrraf such a fourth
part, which always implies somewhat less extemtarhinion and power
than belong to a kingdom and to a king.
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Chapter 11

Herod Rebuilt the Temple and Made it More
Magnificent Than It Was Before

1. And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of higmeiand after the acts
already mentioned, undertook a very great worki, ihyao build of himself
the temple of God, (1) and make it larger in comspasad to raise it to a most
magnificent altitude, as esteeming it to be thetrgtagious of all his actions,
as it really was, to bring it to perfection; anditihis would be sufficient for
an everlasting memorial of him; but as he knewntiidtitude were not ready
nor willing to assist him in so vast a design, heught to prepare them first
by making a speech to them, and then set abowvaile itself; so he called
them together, and spake thus to them: "I thinkddhnot speak to you, my
countrymen, about such other works as | have damse d came to the
kingdom, although | may say they have been perfdrmesuch a manner as
to bring more security to you than glory to mysétf; | have neither been
negligent in the most difficult times about whainded to ease your
necessities, nor have the buildings. | have mae@® Ise proper to preserve
me as yourselves from injuries; and | imagine thatth God's assistance, |
have advanced the nation of the Jews to a degréapmdiness which they
never had before; and for the particular edificetoibging to your own
country, and your own cities, as also to thoseesgitihat we have lately
acquired, which we have erected and greatly adorreedl thereby
augmented the dignity of your nation, it seems t® anneedless task to
enumerate them to you, since you well know thenrselues; but as to that
undertaking which | have a mind to set about asgmée and which will be a
work of the greatest piety and excellence thatpassibly be undertaken by
us, | will now declare it to you. Our fathers, irde when they were returned
from Babylon, built this temple to God Almighty, tydoes it want sixty
cubits of its largeness in altitude; for so mucH that first temple which
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Solomon built exceed this temple; nor let any oaedemn our fathers for
their negligence or want of piety herein, for itsvaot their fault that the
temple was no higher; for they were Cyrus, and i3athe son of Hystaspes,
who determined the measures for its rebuilding;iahdth been by reason of
the subjection of those fathers of ours to themtarttleir posterity, and after
them to the Macedonians, that they had not the ryppidy to follow the
original model of this pious edifice, nor couldsaiiit to its ancient altitude;
but since | am now, by God's will, your governondd have had peace a
long time, and have gained great riches and lagenues, and, what is the
principal filing of all, | am at amity with and welegarded by the Romans,
who, if | may so say, are the rulers of the whoteld, | will do my endeavor
to correct that imperfection, which hath arisennfréhe necessity of our
affairs, and the slavery we have been under fogmand to make a thankful
return, after the most pious manner, to God, foratwhlessings | have
received from him, by giving me this kingdom, artt by rendering his
temple as complete as | am able." 2. And this wasspeech which Herod
made to them; but still this speech aftrighted mahyhe people, as being
unexpected by them; and because it seemed inceedilaid not encourage
them, but put a damp upon them, for they were @ftaat he would pull
down the whole edifice, and not be able to bringihtentions to perfection
for its rebuilding; and this danger appeared torthie be very great, and the
vastness of the undertaking to be such as coultlynbe accomplished. But
while they were in this disposition, the king enaged them, and told them
he would not pull down their temple till all thingsere gotten ready for
building it up entirely again. And as he promiskdrn this beforehand, so he
did not break his word with them, but got readyhausand waggons, that
were to bring stones for the building, and choseten thousand of the most
skillful workmen, and bought a thousand sacerdgaaments for as many of
the priests, and had some of them taught the ag®pe-cutters, and others
of carpenters, and then began to build; but thistiieevery thing was well
prepared for the work.
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3. So Herod took away the old foundations, and ddicers, and erected
the temple upon them, being in length a hundredtgudnd in height twenty
additional cubits, which [twenty], upon the sinkin§ their foundations (2)
fell down; and this part it was that we resolveddse again in the days of
Nero. Now the temple was built of stones that wehite and strong, and
each of their length was twenty-five cubits, tHesight was eight, and their
breadth about twelve; and the whole structure,lss the structure of the
royal cloister, was on each side much lower, bt thiddle was much
higher, till they were visible to those that dweltthe country for a great
many furlongs, but chiefly to such as lived oveaiagt them, and those that
approached to them. The temple had doors alsoeagritrance, and lintels
over them, of the same height with the templefit3diey were adorned with
embroidered veils, with their flowers of purple dapillars interwoven; and
over these, but under the crown-work, was spreac @olden vine, with its
branches hanging down from a great height, theetergs and fine
workmanship of which was a surprising sight to spectators, to see what
vast materials there were, and with what greatl gkd workmanship was
done. He also encompassed the entire temple witih hagge cloisters,
contriving them to be in a due proportion theretiagl he laid out larger sums
of money upon them than had been done before fiint, $eemed that no
one else had so greatly adorned the temple aschddme. There was a large
wall to both the cloisters, which wall was itsdaiiet most prodigious work
that was ever heard of by man. The hill was a radgent, that declined by
degrees towards the east parts of the city, titlaine to an elevated level.
This hill it was which Solomon, who was the firdtaur kings, by Divine
revelation, encompassed with a wall; it was of #goé workmanship
upwards, and round the top of it. He also builtadl Wwelow, beginning at the
bottom, which was encompassed by a deep valley;aatige south side he
laid rocks together, and bound them one to anailhiér lead, and included
some of the inner parts, till it proceeded to aagteeight, and till both the
largeness of the square edifice and its altitudeeviemense, and till the
vastness of the stones in the front were plaintjble on the outside, yet so
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that the inward parts were fastened together with,iand preserved the
joints immovable for all future times. When this nkdfor the foundation]
was done in this manner, and joined together asgbdhe hill itself to the
very top of it, he wrought it all into one outwasdrface, and filled up the
hollow places which were about the wall, and madelevel on the external
upper surface, and a smooth level also. This hak walled all round, and in
compass four furlongs, [the distance of] each amgletaining in length a
furlong: but within this wall, and on the very tap all, there ran another
wall of stone also, having, on the east quartelpuble cloister, of the same
length with the wall; in the midst of which was tieenple itself. This cloister
looked to the gates of the temple; and it had @@Emned by many kings in
former times; and round about the entire templeewried the spoils taken
from barbarous nations; all these had been dedi¢atthe temple by Herod,
with the addition of those he had taken from thalbAans.

4. Now on the north side [of the temple] was baittitadel, whose walls
were square, and strong, and of extraordinary fssnThis citadel was built
by the kings of the Asamonean race, who were algb priests before
Herod, and they called it the Tower, in which wegposited the vestments
of the high priest, which the high priest only put at the time when he was
to offer sacrifice. These vestments king Herod kaphat place; and after
his death they were under the power of the Romans| the time of
Tiberius Caesar; under whose reign Vitellius, thesplent of Syria, when he
once came to Jerusalem, and had been most magtlificeceived by the
multitude, he had a mind to make them some reqgtotathe kindness they
had shewn him; so, upon their petition to have énosly vestments in their
own power, he wrote about them to Tiberius Caesdip granted his
request: and this their power over the sacerdaatments continued with
the Jews till the death of king Agrippa; but afieat, Cassius Longinus, who
was president of Syria, and Cuspius Fadus, who wasurator of Judea,
enjoined the Jews to reposit those vestments itothier of Antonia, for that
they ought to have them in their power, as theyntaty had. However, the
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Jews sent ambassadors to Claudius Caesar, toadéwith him for them;
upon whose coming, king Agrippa, junior, being tlaiRome, asked for and
obtained the power over them from the emperor, hve command to
Vitellius, who was then commander in Syria, to givéhem accordingly.
Before that time they were kept under the seahefhtigh priest, and of the
treasurers of the temple; which treasurers, thebddgre a festival, went up
to the Roman captain of the temple guards, andedetheir own seal, and
received the vestments; and again, when the féstias over, they brought
it to the same place, and showed the captain ofetimgle guards their seal,
which corresponded with his seal, and repositethttifeere. And that these
things were so, the afflictions that happened taftisrwards [about them]
are sufficient evidence. But for the tower its&fien Herod the king of the
Jews had fortified it more firmly than before, irder to secure and guard the
temple, he gratified Antonius, who was his frieadd the Roman ruler, and
then gave it the name of the Tower of Antonia.

5. Now in the western quarters of the enclosurieftemple there were
four gates; the first led to the king's palace, wmt to a passage over the
intermediate valley; two more led to the suburbshef city; and the last led
to the other city, where the road descended dowmthe valley by a great
number of steps, and thence up again by the afoenhe city lay over
against the temple in the manner of a theater,veamlencompassed with a
deep valley along the entire south quarter; bufdleth front of the temple,
which was southward, had indeed itself gates imitidle, as also it had the
royal cloisters, with three walks, which reachedemgth from the east valley
unto that on the west, for it was impossible itiddaeach any farther: and
this cloister deserves to be mentioned better #mynother under the sun; for
while the valley was very deep, and its bottom donbt be seen, if you
looked from above into the depth, this further lakigh elevation of the
cloister stood upon that height, insomuch thanif ane looked down from
the top of the battlements, or down both thosd¢ualéis, he would be giddy,
while his sight could not reach to such an immesheyath. This cloister had
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pillars that stood in four rows one over againg tither all along, for the
fourth row was interwoven into the wall, which faias built of stone]; and
the thickness of each pillar was such, that threa might, with their arms
extended, fathom it round, and join their handsirggahile its length was
twenty-seven feet, with a double spiral at its §aand the number of all the
pillars [in that court] was a hundred and sixty-twiiheir chapiters were
made with sculptures after the Corinthian orded aaused an amazement
[to the spectators], by reason of the grandeuhefwhole. These four rows
of pillars included three intervals for walking the middle of this cloister;
two of which walks were made parallel to each qtlaed were contrived
after the same manner; the breadth of each of thasthirty feet, the length
was a furlong, and the height fifty feet; but thredath of the middle part of
the cloister was one and a half of the other, &edheight was double, for it
was much higher than those on each side; but this mere adorned with
deep sculptures in wood, representing many sortigafes. The middle was
much higher than the rest, and the wall of thetfwas adorned with beams,
resting upon pillars, that were interwoven intoaihd that front was all of
polished stone, insomuch that its fineness, to @aglhad not seen it, was
incredible, and to such as had seen it, was greatisizing. Thus was the
first enclosure. In the midst of which, and not flam it, was the second, to
be gone up to by a few steps: this was encompdssedstone wall for a
partition, with an inscription, which forbade angrdéigner to go in under
pain of death. Now this inner enclosure had onsdathern and northern
guarters three gates [equally] distant one fromtlaTp but on the east
guarter, towards the sun-rising, there was oneslgede, through which such
as were pure came in, together with their wives; te temple further
inward in that gate was not allowed to the womaurt;still more inward was
there a third [court of the] temple, whereinto @swnot lawful for any but the
priests alone to enter. The temple itself was witthis; and before that
temple was the altar, upon which we offer our $@ers and burnt-offerings
to God. Into none of these three did king Herodeen(3) for he was
forbidden, because he was not a priest. Howevendiecare of the cloisters
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and the outer enclosures, and these he built It g&prs.

6. But the temple itself was built by the priestaiyear and six months;
upon which all the people were full of joy; and geetly they returned
thanks, in the first place, to God; and in the naace, for the alacrity the
king had showed. They feasted and celebrated ¢bugilding of the temple:
and for the king, he sacrificed three hundred oteisod, as did the rest
every one according to his ability; the number dficla sacrifices is not
possible to set down, for it cannot be that we khauly relate it; for at the
same time with this celebration for the work abthe temple fell also the
day of the king's inauguration, which he kept ofodoh custom as a festival,
and it now coincided with the other, which coincide of them both made
the festival most illustrious.

7. There was also an occult passage built for ting; kit led from
Antonia to the inner temple, at its eastern gater avhich he also erected
for himself a tower, that he might have the opputiuof a subterraneous
ascent to the temple, in order to guard againstsaaljtion which might be
made by the people against their kings. It is adpmrted, (4) that during the
time that the temple was building, it did not rairthe daytime, but that the
showers fell in the nights, so that the work was madered. And this our
fathers have delivered to us; nor is it incredidleny one have regard to the
manifestations of God. And thus was performed tloekvof the rebuilding
of the temple.

Footnotes:

1. We may here observe, that the fancy of the modews Jin calling this
temple, which was really the third of their templd®e second temple,
followed so long by later Christians, seems to hthaut any solid
foundation. The reason why the Christians hereoWatld the Jews is,
because of the prophecy of Haggai, 2:6-9, whicly #weound of the
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Messiah's coning to the second or Zorobabel's &ngdl which they

suppose this of Herod to be only a continuationiclviis meant, | think,

of his coming to the fourth and last temple, oftthdaure, largest, and
most glorious one, described by Ezekiel; whenceakietthe former

notion, how general soever, to be a great mist8ke. Lit. Accorap. of

Proph. p. 2.

. Some of our modem students in architecture haveenmdstrange
blunder here, when they imagine that Josephusn@&fithe entire

foundations of the temple or holy house sunk dowo ithe rocky

mountain on which it stood no less than twenty t3jbihereas he is
clear that they were the foundations of the adagidwenty cubits only

above the hundred (made perhaps weak on purpogegrdy for show

and grandeur) that sunk or fell down, as Dr. Hudsgintly understands
him; nor is the thing itself possible in the othsense. Agrippa's
preparation for building the inner parts of the péantwenty cubits

higher (History of the War, B. V. ch. 1. sect. 5ishin all probability

refer to this matter, since Josephus says herethisawhich had fallen

down was designed to be raised up again under Nerder whom

Agrippa made that preparation. But what Josephuys peesently, that
Solomon was the first king of the Jews, appearshieyparallel place,
Antig. B. XX. ch. 9. sect. 7, and other placesbéomeant only the first
of David's posterity, and the first builder of tieenple.

. "Into none Of these three did king Herod entege.' 1. Not into the court
of the priests; 2. Nor into the holy house its8lf;Nor into the separate
place belonging to the altar, as the words follagnimply; for none but

priests, or their attendants the Levites, might eamio any of them. See
Antig. B. XVI. ch. 4. sect. 6, when Herod goes ihe temple, and
makes a speech in it to the people, but that conlg be into the court
of Israel, whither the people could come to hear.hi

. This tradition which Josephus here mentions, aweleld down from

fathers to their children, of this particular rekwle circumstance
relating to the building of Herod's temple, is and@stration that such
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its building was a known thing in Judea at thisetirile was born about
forty-six years after it is related to have beershed, and might himself
have seen and spoken with some of the buildersskes, and with a
great number of those that had seen it buildinge @bubt therefore
about the truth of this history of the pulling dowand rebuilding this
temple by Herod, which some weak people have iratlylgvas not then
much greater than it soon may be, whether or noSouPaul's church in
London was burnt down in the fire of London, A.[B66, and rebuilt by

Sir Christopher Wren a little afterward.
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