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Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1

Vespasian Is Sent by Nero to Make War With the
Jews

1. When Nero was informed of the Romans' ill susces Judea, a
concealed consternation and terror, as is ususitich cases, fell upon him;
although he openly looked very big, and was vemgrgnand said that what
had happened was rather owing to the negligenteeofommander, than to
any valor of the enemy: and as he thought it fittion, who bare the burden
of the whole empire, to despise such misfortunesydw pretended so to do,
and to have a soul superior to all such sad actsdehatsoever. Yet did the
disturbance that was in his soul plainly appeaith®y solicitude he was in
[how to recover his affairs again].

2. And as he was deliberating to whom he shouldnabrtine care of the
East, now it was in so great a commotion, and wightrbe best able to
punish the Jews for their rebellion, and might pravthe same distemper
from seizing upon the neighboring nations also,e-fbund no one but
Vespasian equal to the task, and able to undergogthat burden of so
mighty a war, seeing he was growing an old manadiran the camp, and
from his youth had been exercised in warlike expidie was also a man that
had long ago pacified the west, and made it sulbpetthe Romans, when it
had been put into disorder by the Germans; he ladracovered to them
Britain by his arms, which had been little knownfdre (1) whereby he
procured to his father Claudius to have a triumphtdawwed on him without
any sweat or labor of his own.

3. So Nero esteemed these circumstances as fasayatdns, and saw
that Vespasian's age gave him sure experiencegaad skill, and that he
had his sons as hostages for his fidelity to himsald that the flourishing
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age they were in would make them fit instrumentslauntheir father's
prudence. Perhaps also there was some interpositiétrovidence, which
was paving the way for Vespasian's being himselfenor afterwards. Upon
the whole, he sent this man to take upon him tmencand of the armies that
were in Syria; but this not without great encomiurasd flattering
compellations, such as necessity required, and ascmight mollify him
into complaisance. So Vespasian sent his son Titus Achaia, where he
had been with Nero, to Alexandria, to bring backhvwiim from thence the
fifth and. the tenth legions, while he himself, whee had passed over the
Hellespont, came by land into Syria, where he gathéogether the Roman
forces, with a considerable number of auxiliariesnf the kings in that
neighborhood.

Footnote:

1. Take the confirmation of this in the words of Sumtis, here produced
by Dr. Hudson: "In the reign of Claudius,” says fespasian, for the
sake of Narcissus, was sent as a lieutenant ofianleénto Germany.
Thence he removed into Britain " battles with themy." In Vesp. sect.
4. We may also here note from Josephus, that Glauitie emperor,
who triumphed for the conquest of Britain, was dedlso to do by
Vespasian's conduct and bravery, and that he esstgled "the father of
Vespasian."



Chapter 2
A Great Slaughter About Ascalon

1. Now the Jews, after they had beaten Cestiu s@much elevated
with their unexpected success, that they couldgowern their zeal, but, like
people blown up into a flame by their good fortucayried the war to
remoter places. Accordingly, they presently goetbgr a great multitude of
all their most hardy soldiers, and marched awayAscalon. This is an
ancient city that is distant from Jerusalem fivaadined and twenty furlongs,
and was always an enemy to the Jews; on which attbey determined to
make their first effort against it, and to makeitla@proaches to it as near as
possible. This excursion was led on by three mdmy were the chief of
them all, both for strength and sagacity; Nigetlechthe Persite, Silas of
Babylon, and besides them John the Essene. Nowloksegas strongly
walled about, but had almost no assistance to ledren [near them], for
the garrison consisted of one cohort of footmeml, @me troop of horsemen,
whose captain was Antonius.

2. These Jews, therefore, out of their anger, nearcfaster than
ordinary, and, as if they had come but a little wegyproached very near the
city, and were come even to it; but Antonius, whaswmot unapprized of the
attack they were going to make upon the city, di@w his horsemen
beforehand, and being neither daunted at the nndtjtnor at the courage of
the enemy, received their first attacks with greedvery; and when they
crowded to the very walls, he beat them off. Now dJews were unskillful in
war, but were to fight with those who were skillftiierein; they were
footmen to fight with horsemen; they were in disatrdio fight those that
were united together; they were poorly armed, ghtfithose that were
completely so; they were to fight more by theirgdban by sober counsel,
and were exposed to soldiers that were exactlyiebtedand did every thing
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they were bidden upon the least intimation. So thiege easily beaten; for as
soon as ever their first ranks were once in digpittiey were put to flight by

the enemy's cavalry, and those of them that cammteuch as crowded to
the wall fell upon their own party's weapons, aretdme one another's
enemies; and this so long till they were all fortedjive way to the attacks
of the horsemen, and were dispersed all the plaar, avhich plain was

wide, and all fit for the horsemen; which circunmgt@a was very

commodious for the Romans, and occasioned the Idaugf the greatest
number of the Jews; for such as ran away, theydcoukrrun them, and
make them turn back; and when they had brought theok after their

flight, and driven them together, they ran thenotiyh, and slew a vast
number of them, insomuch that others encompasdeersoof them, and

drove them before them whithersoever they turnengielves, and slew
them easily with their arrows; and the great nunthere were of the Jews
seemed a solitude to themselves, by reason ofishresk they were in, while
the Romans had such good success with their snomiibar, that they

seemed to themselves to be the greater multitudd. @ the former strove
zealously under their misfortunes, out of the shafa sudden flight, and
hopes of the change in their success, so did ther el no weariness by
reason of their good fortune; insomuch that thatfigsted till the evening,
till ten thousand men of the Jews' side lay death two of their generals,

John and Silas, and the greater part of the reraaingre wounded, with
Niger, their remaining general, who fled away togetto a small city of

Idumea, called Sallis. Some few also of the Romaere wounded in this
battle.

3. Yet were not the spirits of the Jews brokendygi®at a calamity, but
the losses they had sustained rather quickened tésolution for other
attempts; for, overlooking the dead bodies which uader their feet, they
were enticed by their former glorious actions tontuee on a second
destruction; so when they had lain still so litHewhile that their wounds
were not yet thoroughly cured, they got togethéthair forces, and came
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with greater fury, and in much greater numbers\goalon. But their former

ill fortune followed them, as the consequence dirthunskilfulness, and

other deficiencies in war; for Antonius laid ambeshfor them in the

passages they were to go through, where theyrfgllsnares unexpectedly,
and where they were encompassed about with horsdmeére they could

form themselves into a regular body for fightingndawere above eight
thousand of them slain; so all the rest of them ammy, and with them

Niger, who still did a great many bold exploitshis flight. However, they

were driven along together by the enemy, who pelksed upon them, into
a certain strong tower belonging to a village chlBezedeh However,
Antonius and his party, that they might neitherngpany considerable time
about this tower, which was hard to be taken, mffes their commander,

and the most courageous man of them all, to estapethem, they set the
wall on fire; and as the tower was burning, the Boshnwent away rejoicing,
as taking it for granted that Niger was destroymat, he leaped out of the
tower into a subterraneous cave, in the innermast pf it, and was

preserved; and on the third day afterward he spakef the ground to those
that with great lamentation were searching for himerder to give him a

decent funeral; and when he was come out, he faledhe Jews with an

unexpected joy, as though he were preserved bys@oovidence to be their
commander for the time to come.

4. And now Vespasian took along with him his armgnf Antioch,
(which is the metropolis of Syria, and without disp deserves the place of
the third city in the habitable earth that was unifhf® Roman empire, (1)
both in magnitude, and other marks of prosperityhere he found king
Agrippa, with all his forces, waiting for his congin and marched to
Ptolemais. At this city also the inhabitants of S&qris of Galilee met him,
who were for peace with the Romans. These citifets beforehand taken
care of their own safety, and being sensible opitnser of the Romans, they
had been with Cestius Gallus before Vespasian cam@,had given their
faith to him, and received the security of his tigand, and had received a
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Roman garrison; and at this time withal they reediVespasian, the Roman
general, very kindly, and readily promised thaythwuld assist him against
their own countrymen. Now the general deliveredrthat their desire, as
many horsemen and footmen as he thought suffictentoppose the
incursions of the Jews, if they should come agdinetn. And indeed the
danger of losing Sepphoris would be no small om¢his war that was now
beginning, seeing it was the largest city of Galiland built in a place by
nature very strong, and might be a security ofwthele nation's [fidelity to
the Romans].

Footnote:
1. Spanheim and Reland both agree, that the two dites esteemed

greater than Antioch, the metropolis of Syria, wdRmme and
Alexandria; nor is there any occasion for doulgarplain a case.



Chapter 3

A Description Of Galilee, Samaria and Judea

1. Now Phoenicia and Syria encompass about thde@sliwhich are
two, and called the Upper Galilee and the LoweeyTlare bounded toward
the sun-setting, with the borders of the territbgfonging to Ptolemais, and
by Carmel; which mountain had formerly belongedhi Galileans, but now
belonged to the Tyrians; to which mountain adj@gaba, which is called the
City of Horsemen, because those horsemen thatdiemessed by Herod the
king dwelt therein; they are bounded on the souith vieamaria and
Scythopolis, as far as the river Jordan; on théwils Hippeae and Gadaris,
and also with Ganlonitis, and the borders of thegdbom of Agrippa; its
northern parts are hounded by Tyre, and the cowftthe Tyrians. As for
that Galilee which is called the Lower, it, extemadength from Tiberias to
Zabulon, and of the maritime places Ptolemaissisd@ighbor; its breadth is
from the village called Xaloth, which lies in theegt plain, as far as
Bersabe, from which beginning also is taken theaditte of the Upper
Galilee, as far as the village Baca, which divithesland of the Tyrians from
it; its length is also from Meloth to Thella, alade near to Jordan.

2. These two Galilees, of so great largeness, andmpassed with so
many nations of foreigners, have been always ablanake a strong
resistance on all occasions of war; for the Galgeare inured to war from
their infancy, and have been always very numeroos; hath the country
been ever destitute of men of courage, or wantaghaerous set of them; for
their soil is universally rich and fruitful, andlifof the plantations of trees of
all sorts, insomuch that it invites the most slothfo take pains in its
cultivation, by its fruitfulness; accordingly, itsiall cultivated by its
inhabitants, and no part of it lies idle. Moreouée cities lie here very thick,
and the very many villages there are here are evbgre so full of people,



by the richness of their soil, that the very leafsthem contain above fifteen
thousand inhabitants.

3. In short, if any one will suppose that Galilseinferior to Perea in
magnitude, he will be obliged to prefer it beforéni its strength; for this is
all capable of cultivation, and is every wheretfuldj but for Perea, which is
indeed much larger in extent, the greater part & desert and rough, and
much less disposed for the production of the mikileds of fruits; yet hath it
a moist soil [in other parts], and produces aldsiof fruits, and its plains are
planted with trees of all sorts, while yet the elivee, the vine, and the palm
tree are chiefly cultivated there. It is also suiffntly watered with torrents,
which issue out of the mountains, and with spritigsg never fail to run,
even when the torrents fail them, as they do indibgg-days. Now the length
of Perea is from Macherus to Pella, and its bredwdtin Philadelphia to
Jordan; its northern parts are bounded by Pellayeabave already said, as
well as its Western with Jordan; the land of Moslits southern border, and
its eastern limits reach to Arabia, and Silbonitiend besides to
Philadelphene and Gerasa.

4. Now as to the country of Samaria, it lies betwadaedea and Galilee; it
begins at a village that is in the great plainemhlGinea, and ends at the
Acrabbene toparchy, and is entirely of the samareatith Judea; for both
countries are made up of hills and valleys, and st enough for
agriculture, and are very fruitful. They have abamck of trees, and are full
of autumnal fruit, both that which grows wild, aticat which is the effect of
cultivation. They are not naturally watered by maiwers, but derive their
chief moisture from rain-water, of which they hawe want; and for those
rivers which they have, all their waters are exasgdweet: by reason also
of the excellent grass they have, their cattledyrabre milk than do those in
other places; and, what is the greatest sign odlexcy and of abundance,
they each of them are very full of people.



5. In the limits of Samaria and Judea lies theagdl Anuath, which is
also named Borceos. This is the northern boundbdudea. The southern
parts of Judea, if they be measured lengthwayspbawmded by a Village
adjoining to the confines of Arabia; the Jews tinakll there call it Jordan.
However, its breadth is extended from the riveddarto Joppa. The city
Jerusalem is situated in the very middle; on wlacbount some have, with
sagacity enough, called that city the Navel of toeintry. Nor indeed is
Judea destitute of such delights as come from dae since its maritime
places extend as far as Ptolemais: it was parteceirven portions, of which
the royal city Jerusalem was the supreme, and daésiover all the
neighboring country, as the head does over the .bAgl\to the other cities
that were inferior to it, they presided over thesveral toparchies; Gophna
was the second of those cities, and next to thabalfatta, after them
Thamna, and Lydda, and Emmaus, and Pella, and kuanel Engaddi, and
Herodium, and Jericho; and after them came Jammdalappa, as presiding
over the neighboring people; and besides thesee thers the region of
Gamala, and Gaulonitis, and Batanea, and TracBpmitiich are also parts
of the kingdom of Agrippa. This [last] country begiat Mount Libanus, and
the fountains of Jordan, and reaches breadthwayettake of Tiberias; and
in length is extended from a village called Arples far as Julias. Its
inhabitants are a mixture of Jews and Syrians. Ang have [, with all
possible brevity, described the country of Judewl #hose that lie round
about it.



Chapter 4

Titus Comes With a Great Army to Ptolemais

1. Now the auxiliaries which were sent to assistghople of Sepphoris,
being a thousand horsemen, and six thousand footureter Placidus the
tribune, pitched their camp in two bodies in theayrplain. The foot were
put into the city to be a guard to it, but the lediadged abroad in the camp.
These last, by marching continually one way or gthed overrunning the
parts of the adjoining country, were very troublasoto Josephus and his
men; they also plundered all the places that waet@bthe city's liberty, and
intercepted such as durst go abroad. On this atdbwvas that Josephus
marched against the city, as hoping to take whdiduklately encompassed
with so strong a wall, before they revolted frora tiest of the Galileans, that
the Romans would have much ado to take it; by wmelans he proved too
weak, and failed of his hopes, both as to the mgrehe place, and as to his
prevailing with the people of Sepphoris to deliitarp to him. By this means
he provoked the Romans to treat the country acegria the law of war; nor
did the Romans, out of the anger they bore atdtiempt, leave off, either
by night or by day, burning the places in the pland stealing away the
cattle that were in the country, and killing whateer appeared capable of
fighting perpetually, and leading the weaker pe@seslaves into captivity;
so that Galilee was all over filled with fire antbdd; nor was it exempted
from any kind of misery or calamity, for the onlgfuge they had was this,
that when they were pursued, they could retirdneodities which had walls
built them by Josephus.

2. But as to Titus, he sailed over from Achaia texandria, and that
sooner than the winter season did usually permitiestook with him those
forces he was sent for, and marching with greated&n, he came
suddenly to Ptolemais, and there finding his fathegether with the two
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legions, the fifth and the tenth, which were thestmeminent legions of all,
he joined them to that fifteenth legion which washwhis father; eighteen
cohorts followed these legions; there came alse fiwhorts from Cesarea,
with one troop of horsemen, and five other troopsarsemen from Syria.
Now these ten cohorts had severally a thousandnfeot but the other
thirteen cohorts had no more than six hundred featrapiece, with a
hundred and twenty horsemen. There were also adsyable number of
auxiliaries got together, that came from the kidgdiochus, and Agrippa,
and Sohemus, each of them contributing one thou$aoithen that were
archers, and a thousand horsemen. Malchus als&jritgeof Arabia, sent a
thousand horsemen, besides five thousand footnien,gteatest part of
which were archers; so that the whole army, incigdhe auxiliaries sent by
the kings, as well horsemen as footmen, when alewmited together,
amounted to sixty thousand, besides the servatis, as they followed in
vast numbers, so because they had been trainedwagr iwith the rest, ought
not to be distinguished from the fighting men; % they were in their
masters' service in times of peace, so did theergudthe like dangers with
them in times of war, insomuch that they were iofeto none, either in skill
or in strength, only they were subject to their t@es

11



Chapter 5

The Roman Armies and Roman Camps

1. Now here one cannot but admire at the precaatidhe Romans, in
providing themselves of such household servantsjigt not only serve at
other times for the common offices of life, but miglso be of advantage to
them in their wars. And, indeed, if any one doesdiiend to the other parts
of their military discipline, he will be forced tmwnfess that their obtaining so
large a dominion hath been the acquisition of thaior, and not the bare
gift of fortune; for they do not begin to use theeapons first in time of war,
nor do they then put their hands first into motiahjle they avoided so to do
in times of peace; but, as if their weapons didagkvcling to them, they
have never any truce from warlike exercises; nothdry stay till times of
war admonish them to use them; for their militaxgreises differ not at all
from the real use of their arms, but every soltiexvery day exercised, and
that with great diligence, as if it were in timewvedir, which is the reason why
they bear the fatigue of battles so easily; fothexican any disorder remove
them from their usual regularity, nor can fearigfit them out of it, nor can
labor tire them; which firmness of conduct makesnthalways to overcome
those that have not the same firmness; nor wouldehmistaken that should
call those their exercises unbloody battles, aed thattles bloody exercises.
Nor can their enemies easily surprise them with ghddenness of their
incursions; for as soon as they have marched imtermy's land, they do
not begin to fight till they have walled their campout; nor is the fence they
raise rashly made, or uneven; nor do they all altlicte nor do those that are
in it take their places at random; but if it happdmat the ground is uneven,
it is first leveled: their camp is also four-squdme measure, and carpenters
are ready, in great numbers, with their tools,recetheir buildings for them.

(1)
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2. As for what is within the camp, it is set ap#ot tents, but the
outward circumference hath the resemblance to § am@dl is adorned with
towers at equal distances, where between the tostarsl the engines for
throwing arrows and darts, and for slinging storees] where they lay all
other engines that can annoy the enemy, all reauy tlieir several
operations. They also erect four gates, one atyewwde of the
circumference, and those large enough for the ecdraf the beasts, and
wide enough for making excursions, if occasion stheequire. They divide
the camp within into streets, very convenientlyd qolace the tents of the
commanders in the middle; but in the very midsalbfis the general's own
tent, in the nature of a temple, insomuch, thappears to be a city built on
the sudden, with its market-place, and place fordi@aft trades, and with
seats for the officers superior and inferior, whefeany differences arise,
their causes are heard and determined. The candpalanhat is in it, is
encompassed with a wall round about, and that sotre one would
imagine, and this by the multitude and the skilltbé laborers; and, if
occasion require, a trench is drawn round the wheteose depth is four
cubits, and its breadth equal.

3. When they have thus secured themselves, they tbgether by
companies, with quietness and decency, as areeaaildther affairs managed
with good order and security. Each company hath @isir wood, and their
corn, and their water brought them, when they standeed of them; for
they neither sup nor dine as they please themssing$y, but all together.
Their times also for sleeping, and watching, ansing are notified
beforehand by the sound of trumpets, nor is anygtlione without such a
signal; and in the morning the soldiery go everg tmtheir centurions, and
these centurions to their tribunes, to salute theitlt whom all the superior
officers go to the general of the whole army, whent gives them of course
the watchword and other orders, to be by them ctoveall that are under
their command; which is also observed when theyogbght, and thereby
they turn themselves about on the sudden, wher tha@rccasion for making

13



sallies, as they come back when they are recalledowds also.

4. Now when they are to go out of their camp, thenpet gives a sound,
at which time nobody lies still, but at the firatimation they take down their
tents, and all is made ready for their going duéntdo the trumpets sound
again, to order them to get ready for the marckentdo they lay their
baggage suddenly upon their mules, and other befibtgden, and stand, as
at the place of starting, ready to march; when #isy set fire to their camp,
and this they do because it will be easy for therarect another camp, and
that it may not ever be of use to their enemiegnlTtio the trumpets give a
sound the third time, that they are to go out,ntheo to excite those that on
any account are a little tardy, that so no one b&gput of his rank when the
army marches. Then does the crier stand at theg&neght hand, and asks
them thrice, in their own tongue, whether they b& meady to go out to war
or not? To which they reply as often, with a loundl @heerful voice, saying,
"We are ready." And this they do almost beforedhbestion is asked them:
they do this as filled with a kind of martial furgnd at the same time that
they so cry out, they lift up their right handsoals

5. When, after this, they are gone out of their gathey all march
without noise, and in a decent manner, and eveeykeeps his own rank, as
if they were going to war. The footmen are armethwireastplates and
head-pieces, and have swords on each side; bawibrel which is upon their
left side is much longer than the other, for thatloe right side is not longer
than a span. Those foot-men also that are choseiffraya the rest to be
about the general himself have a lance and a buydkle the rest of the foot
soldiers have a spear and a long buckler, besidasvaand a basket, a pick-
axe and an axe, a thong of leather and a hook,psithisions for three days,
so that a footman hath no great need of a muleato diis burdens. The
horsemen have a long sword on their right sidesdaxlong pole in their
hand; a shield also lies by them obliquely on ade ®f their horses, with
three or more darts that are borne in their quikiaexing broad points, and
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not smaller than spears. They have also head-pawtdreastplates, in like
manner as have all the footmen. And for thosedhathosen to be about the
general, their armor no way differs from that o thorsemen belonging to
other troops; and he always leads the legions fiartivhom the lot assigns
that employment.

6. This is the manner of the marching and restinfp@ Romans, as also
these are the several sorts of weapons they ugewiBn they are to fight,
they leave nothing without forecast, nor to be doffehand, but counsel is
ever first taken before any work is begun, and wiadh been there resolved
upon is put in execution presently; for which reaitey seldom commit any
errors; and if they have been mistaken at any tthey easily correct those
mistakes. They also esteem any errors they compuoh uaking counsel
beforehand to be better than such rash successasging to fortune only;
because such a fortuitous advantage tempts thésa toconsiderate, while
consultation, though it may sometimes fail of s@esgénath this good in it,
that it makes men more careful hereafter; but her advantages that arise
from chance, they are not owing to him that gaimsnt; and as to what
melancholy accidents happen unexpectedly, thethisscomfort in them,
that they had however taken the best consultatibag could to prevent
them.

7. Now they so manage their preparatory exercicdseao weapons, that
not the bodies of the soldiers only, but their souhy also become stronger:
they are moreover hardened for war by fear; foirtlevs inflict capital
punishments, not only for soldiers running awaynfrthe ranks, but for
slothfulness and inactivity, though it be but ineaser degree; as are their
generals more severe than their laws, for they gmeany imputation of
cruelty toward those under condemnation, by thatgewards they bestow
on the valiant soldiers; and the readiness of eluetheir commanders is so
great, that it is very ornamental in peace; butmtiiey come to a battle, the
whole army is but one body, so well coupled togetire their ranks, so
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sudden are their turnings about, so sharp thenreas to what orders are
given them, so quick their sight of the ensignsl am nimble are their hands
when they set to work; whereby it comes to past et they do is done
guickly, and what they suffer they bear with theajest patience. Nor can
we find any examples where they have been conquerbdttle, when they
came to a close fight, either by the multitude lué £nemies, or by their
stratagems, or by the difficulties in the placesytiwere in; no, nor by
fortune neither, for their victories have been stwethem than fortune could
have granted them. In a case, therefore, wheresebustill goes before
action, and where, after taking the best advicat, dlalvice is followed by so
active an army, what wonder is it that Euphratethereast, the ocean on the
west, the most fertile regions of Libya on the &oand the Danube and the
Rhine on the north, are the limits of this empi@® might well say that the
Roman possessions are not inferior to the Romamghlves.

8. This account | have given the reader, not sohnwith the intention
of commending the Romans, as of comforting thosat thave been
conquered by them, and for the deterring othenms fattempting innovations
under their government. This discourse of the Romdiiary conduct may
also perhaps be of use to such of the curiouseasgaprant of it, and yet
have a mind to know it. | return now from this digsion.

Footnote:

1. This description of the exact symmetry and regtyaof the Roman
army, and of the Roman encampments, with the sagrteir trumpets,
etc. and order of war, described in this and thd nkapter, is so very
like to the symmetry and regularity of the people lsrael in the
wilderness, (see Description of the Temples, chil®at one cannot well
avoid the supposal, that the one was the ultimateemm of the other,
and that the tactics of the ancients were takem ftioe rules given by
God to Moses. And it is thought by some skillfultirese matters, that
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these accounts of Josephus, as to the Roman cach@raror, and
conduct in war, are preferable to those in the Romahors themselves.
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Chapter 6

Vespasian Marches Into Galilee

1. And now Vespasian, with his son Titus, had ¢arrsome time at
Ptolemais, and had put his army in order. But wRdacidus, who had
overrun Galilee, and had besides slain a numbethade whom he had
caught, (which were only the weaker part of theil&ahs, and such as were
of timorous souls,) saw that the warriors ran akvay those cities whose
walls had been built by Josephus, he marched fslsioagainst Jotapata,
which was of them all the strongest, as supposanghould easily take it by
a sudden surprise, and that he should therebyrofgtaat honor to himself
among the commanders, and bring a great advantailpem in their future
campaign; because if this strongest place of thikwexe once taken, the
rest would be so aftrighted as to surrender tharaseBut he was mightily
mistaken in his undertaking; for the men of Jotapaere apprized of his
coming to attack them, and came out of the city, expected him there. So
they fought the Romans briskly when they least etqukit, being both many
in number, and prepared for fighting, and of gedatrity, as esteeming their
country, their wives, and their children to be iander, and easily put the
Romans to flight, and wounded many of them, and sleven of them; (1)
because their retreat was not made in a disordedyner, be-cause the
strokes only touched the surface of their bodidsiclv were covered with
their armor in all parts, and because the Jewsaliter throw their weapons
upon them from a great distance, than venture tmecband to hand with
them, and had only light armor on, while the otheese completely armed.
However, three men of the Jews' side were slaid, affew wounded; so
Placidus, finding himself unable to assault thg, c&n away.

2. But as Vespasian had a great mind to fall upahlée, he marched
out of Ptolemais, having put his army into thatesrdvherein the Romans
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used to march. He ordered those auxiliaries whiehewightly armed, and
the archers, to march first, that they might préway sudden insults from
the enemy, and might search out the woods thateldauspiciously, and
were capable of ambuscades. Next to these folldheaidpart of the Romans
which was completely armed, both footmen ,and hoese Next to these
followed ten out of every hundred, carrying alonghvthem their arms, and
what was necessary to measure out a camp withdlatiar them, such as
were to make the road even and straight, andaéie any where rough and
hard to be passed over, to plane it, and to cuindine woods that hindered
their march, that the army might not be in distresgired with their march.
Behind these he set such carriages of the armylasded both to himself
and to the other commanders, with a consideralebeu of their horsemen
for their security. After these he marched himse#fying with him a select
body of footmen, and horsemen, and pikemen. Afiesé¢ came the peculiar
cavalry of his own legion, for there were a hundasdl twenty horsemen
that peculiarly belonged to every legion. Nextltede came the mules that
carried the engines for sieges, and the other keamachines of that nature.
After these came the commanders of the cohortgramthes, having about
them soldiers chosen out of the rest. Then cametisggns encompassing
the eagle, which is at the head of every Romaroftegihe king, and the
strongest of all birds, which seems to them a s$igihalominion, and an
omen that they shall conquer all against whom theych; these sacred
ensigns are followed by the trumpeters. Then cdmentain army in their
squadrons and battalions, with six men in depthchvivere followed at last
by a centurion, who, according to custom, obserled rest. As for the
servants of every legion, they all followed thetfoen, and led the baggage
of the soldiers, which was borne by the mules atm@robeasts of burden.
But behind all the legions carne the whole mul&twd the mercenaries; and
those that brought up the rear came last of altHersecurity of the whole
army, being both footmen, and those in their aralso, with a great number
of horsemen.
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3. And thus did Vespasian march with his army, eaahe to the bounds
of Galileo, where he pitched his camp and restchime soldiers, who were
eager for war; he also showed his army to the enemgrder to affright
them, and to afford them a season for repentanceed whether they would
change their minds before it came to a battle, @nthe same time he got
things ready for besieging their strong minds. Amdeed this sight of the
general brought many to repent of their revolt, gnd them all into a
consternation; for those that were in Josephusigpcavhich was at the city
called Garis, not far from Sepphoris, when theyti¢laat the war was come
near them, and that the Romans would suddenly figdin hand to hand,
dispersed themselves and fled, not only before tteayie to a battle, but
before the enemy ever came in sight, while Josephdsa few others were
left behind; and as he saw that he had not an aufficient to engage the
enemy, that the spirits of the Jews were sunk thatthe greater part would
willingly come to terms, if they might be crediteae already despaired of
the success of the whole war, and determined tcagdar as he possibly
could out of danger; so he took those that stasdgawith him, and fled to
Tiberias.

Footnote:

1.1 cannot but here observe an Eastern way of spgakiaquent among
them, but not usual among us, where the word "oaty"alone" is not
set down, but perhaps some way supplied in theuymwmation. Thus
Josephus here says, that those of Jotapata sl@m séthe Romans as
they were marching off, because the Romans' retvaatregular, their
bodies were covered over with their armor, andJ#wes fought at some
distance; his meaning is clear, that these wereethgons why they slew
only, or no more than seven. | have met with mameylike examples in
the Scriptures, in Josephus, etc.; but did not doten the particular
places. This observation ought to be borne in mupmbn many
occasions.
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Chapter 7

Jotapata After a Long Siege Is Taken by Vespasian

1. So Vespasian marched to the city Gadara, anditagoon the first
onset, because he found it destitute of any corak number of men
grown up and fit for war. He came then into it, alew all the youth, the
Romans having no mercy on any age whatsoever;asdvas done out of
the hatred they bore the nation, and because ointheity they had been
guilty of in the affair of Cestius. He also seefimot only to the city itself, but
to all the villas and small cities that were rowabut it; some of them were
quite destitute of inhabitants, and out of sometloedm he carried the
inhabitants as slaves into captivity.

2. As to Josephus, his retiring to that city whinehchose as the most fit
for his security, put it into great fear; for thegple of Tiberias did not
imagine that he would have run away, unless heehé#icely despaired of the
success of the war. And indeed, as to that pomy twere not mistaken
about his opinion; for he saw whither the affaifg¢lee Jews would tend at
last, and was sensible that they had but one wagadping, and that was by
repentance. However, although he expected thaRtmans would forgive
him, yet did he chose to die many times over, rathan to betray his
country, and to dishonor that supreme commandeatmy which had been
intrusted with him, or to live happily under thosgainst whom he was sent
to fight. He determined, therefore, to give an &xacount of affairs to the
principal men at Jerusalem by a letter, that hehiigot, by too much
aggrandizing the power of the enemy, make themtimorous; nor, by
relating that their power beneath the truth, megitourage them to stand out
when they were perhaps disposed to repentancesblsent them word, that
if they thought of coming to terms, they must sudgevrite him an answer;
or if they resolved upon war, they must send hinaany sufficient to fight
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the Romans. Accordingly, he wrote these things, aedt messengers
immediately to carry his letter to Jerusalem.

3. Now Vespasian was very desirous of demolishaotgphta, for he had
gotten intelligence that the greatest part of thengy had retired thither, and
that it was, on other accounts, a place of greairgg to them. Accordingly,
he sent both foot-men and horsemen to level thal,raghich was
mountainous and rocky, not without difficulty to keaveled over by
footmen, but absolutely impracticable for horsemiow these workmen
accomplished what they were about in four daysetiand opened a broad
way for the army. On the fifth day, which was thenty-first of the month
Artemisius, (Jyar,) Josephus prevented him, andeckom Tiberias, and
went into Jotapata, and raised the drooping spmifithe Jews. And a certain
deserter told this good news to Vespasian, thaeplas had removed
himself thither, which made him make haste to titg, @s supposing that
with taking that he should take all Judea, in dasecould but withal get
Josephus under his power. So he took this newsetmfbthe vastest
advantage to him, and believed it to be broughutbg the providence of
God, that he who appeared to be the most prudentahnall their enemies,
had, of his own accord, shut himself up in a pladesure custody.
Accordingly, he sent Placidus with a thousand hoese and Ebutius a
decurion, a person that was of eminency both imcibiand in action, to
encompass the city round, that Josephus mightsoaipe away privately.

4. Vespasian also, the very next day, took his wilaniny and followed
them, and by marching till late in the eveningj\vad then at Jotapata; and
bringing his army to the northern side of the chig, pitched his camp on a
certain small hill which was seven furlongs frone ttity, and still greatly
endeavored to be well seen by the enemy, to pat théeo a consternation;
which was indeed so terrible to the Jews immediatblat no one of them
durst go out beyond the wall. Yet did the Romanisgfuithe attack at that
time, because they had marched all the day, altndlgy placed a double
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row of battalions round the city, with a third rdveyond them round the
whole, which consisted of cavalry, in order to stgpevery way for an exit;
which thing making the Jews despair of escapingited them to act more
boldly; for nothing makes men fight so desperatelywar as necessity.

5. Now when the next day an assault was made bRdineans, the Jews
at first staid out of the walls and opposed thend et them, as having
formed themselves a camp before the city walls.vidwgn Vespasian had set
against them the archers and slingers, and theewmmaoltitude that could
throw to a great distance, he permitted them ttogmork, while he himself,
with the footmen, got upon an acclivity, whence iy might easily be
taken. Josephus was then in fear for the city, laaged out, and all the
Jewish multitude with him; these fell together upibe Romans in great
numbers, and drove them away from the wall, anfop@ed a great many
glorious and bold actions. Yet did they suffer aschh as they made the
enemy suffer; for as despair of deliverance engmdahe Jews, so did a
sense of shame equally encourage the Romans. Hst$@ad skill as well as
strength; the other had only courage, which arnteant and made them
fight furiously. And when the fight had lasted d#ly, it was put an end to by
the coming on of the night. They had wounded atgremy of the Romans,
and killed of them thirteen men; of the Jews' sideenteen were slain, and
six hundred wounded.

6. On the next day the Jews made another attack ihgoRomans, and
went out of the walls and fought a much more despebattle with them
titan before. For they were now become more couagj¢ghan formerly, and
that on account of the unexpected good oppositiey had made the day
before, as they found the Romans also to fight ndeisperately; for a sense
of shame inflamed these into a passion, as estgaimamr failure of a sudden
victory to be a kind of defeat. Thus did the Romdns to make an
impression upon the Jews till the fifth day conéty, while the people of
Jotapata made sallies out, and fought at the wailst desperately; nor were
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the Jews affrighted at the strength of the enenwoy, were the Romans
discouraged at the difficulties they met with ikitey the city.

7. Now Jotapata is almost all of it built on a ppexe, having on all the
other sides of it every way valleys immensely daerg@ steep, insomuch that
those who would look down would have their sighl faem before it
reaches to the bottom. It is only to be come athennorth side, where the
utmost part of the city is built on the mountais,iteends obliquely at a plain.
This mountain Josephus had encompassed with awlalh he fortified the
city, that its top might not be capable of beingee upon by the enemies.
The city is covered all round with other mountaiasd can no way be seen
till a man comes just upon it. And this was themsty situation of Jotapata.

8. Vespasian, therefore, in order to try how he hnhigvercome the
natural strength of the place, as well as the delénse of the Jews, made a
resolution to prosecute the siege with vigor. Tattend he called the
commanders that were under him to a council of \wag consulted with
them which way the assault might be managed td#s¢ advantage. And
when the resolution was there taken to raise a lbgaknst that part of the
wall which was practicable, he sent his whole arabmyoad to get the
materials together. So when they had cut dowrhalkitees on the mountains
that adjoined to the city, and had gotten togetherast heap of stones,
besides the wood they had cut down, some of themgtt hurdles, in order
to avoid the effects of the darts that were shotnfrabove them. These
hurdles they spread over their banks, under covereof they formed their
bank, and so were little or nothing hurt by thetsléinat were thrown upon
them from the wall, while others pulled the neighibg hillocks to pieces,
and perpetually brought earth to them; so that evthey were busy three
sorts of ways, nobody was idle. However, the Jeags$ great stones from the
walls upon the hurdles which protected the men walt sorts of darts also;
and the noise of what could not reach them wassgderrible, that it was
some impediment to the workmen.
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9. Vespasian then set the engines for throwingestand darts round
about the city. The number of the engines waslia Blindred and sixty, and
bid them fall to work, and dislodge those that wap®sn the wall. At the
same time such engines as were intended for th@tope threw at once
lances upon them with a great noise, and stondweofeight of a talent were
thrown by the engines that were prepared for thgbgse, together with fire,
and a vast multitude of arrows, which made the waldangerous, that the
Jews durst not only not come upon it, but durst carne to those parts
within the walls which were reached by the engifesthe multitude of the
Arabian archers, as well also as all those thawlhdtarts and slung stones,
fell to work at the same time with the engines. dlielt not the otters lie still,
when they could not throw at the Romans from a érighiace; for they then
made sallies out of the city, like private robbdrg parties, and pulled away
the hurdles that covered the workmen, and killedrtiwhen they were thus
naked; and when those workmen gave way, theseagast the earth that
composed the bank, and burnt the wooden parts, dogether with the
hurdles, till at length Vespasian perceived that thtervals there were
between the works were of disadvantage to himtHfose spaces of ground
afforded the Jews a place for assaulting the Rom&nshe united the
hurdles, and at the same time joined one parteoftmy to the other, which
prevented the private excursions of the Jews.

10. And when the bank was now raised, and brougatean than ever to
the battlements that belonged to the walls, Josephought it would be
entirely wrong in him if he could make no contricas in opposition to
theirs, and that might be for the city's preseorgtiso he got together his
workmen, and ordered them to build the wall higlaed while they said that
this was impossible to be done while so many daer® thrown at them, he
invented this sort of cover for them: He bid thexnpiles, and expand before
them the raw hides of oxen newly killed, that théstes by yielding and
hollowing themselves when the stones were throwth@tn might receive
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them, for that the other darts would slide off theand the fire that was
thrown would be quenched by the moisture that wathém. And these he
set before the workmen, and under them these workesst on with their
works in safety, and raised the wall higher, anat thoth by day and by
night, fill it was twenty cubits high. He also kdud good number of towers
upon the wall, and fitted it to strong battlemenfthis greatly discouraged
the Romans, who in their own opinions were alregalyen within the walls,
while they were now at once astonished at Josephastrivance, and at the
fortitude of the citizens that were in the city.

11. And now Vespasian was plainly irritated at ¢gfneat subtlety of this
stratagem, and at the boldness of the citizensotafpata; for taking heart
again upon the building of this wall, they madeskresallies upon the
Romans, and had every day conflicts with them hyigm together with all
such contrivances, as robbers make use of, andhdatplundering of all that
came to hand, as also with the setting fire tahadlother works; and this till
Vespasian made his army leave off fighting thend eesolved to lie round
the city, and to starve them into a surrender,ugpasing that either they
would be forced to petition him for mercy by warfitpsovisions, or if they
should have the courage to hold out till the lasgy should perish by
famine: and he concluded he should conquer themnibes easily in
fighting, if he gave them an interval, and them dglon them when they were
weakened by famine; but still he gave orders thay tshould guard against
their coming out of the city.

12. Now the besieged had plenty of corn within ¢hg, and indeed of
all necessaries, but they wanted water, because tes no fountain in the
city, the people being there usually satisfied wdn water; yet is it a rare
thing in that country to have rain in summer, ahdhé season, during the
siege, they were in great distress for some carige to satisfy their thirst;
and they were very sad at this time particularlyjfahey were already in
want of water entirely, for Josephus seeing thatdity abounded with other
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necessaries, and that the men were of good couaagebeing desirous to
protract the siege to the Romans longer than tx@eated, ordered their
drink to be given them by measure; but this scamyribution of water by
measure was deemed by them as a thing more hardtbem than the want
of it; and their not being able to drink as muchtlasy would made them
more desirous of drinking than they otherwise hadmnp nay, they were as
much disheartened hereby as if they were comeddatst degree of thirst.
Nor were the Romans unacquainted with the statg wWexe in, for when
they stood over against them, beyond the wall, ttmyd see them running
together, and taking their water by measure, winaude them throw their
javelins thither the place being within their reaahnd kill a great many of
them.

13. Hereupon Vespasian hoped that their receptaclester would in
no long time be emptied, and that they would beddrto deliver up the city
to him; but Josephus being minded to break suclhdy®, gave command
that they should wet a great many of their clotlaemsl hang them out about
the battlements, till the entire wall was of a senl@ll wet with the running
down of the water. At this sight the Romans werscaoluiraged, and under
consternation, when they saw them able to throwyawasport so much
water, when they supposed them not to have encugtrink themselves.
This made the Roman general despair of taking ttyeby their want of
necessaries, and to betake himself again to amastcatry to force them to
surrender, which was what the Jews greatly desfoedis they despaired of
either themselves or their city being able to escélpey preferred a death in
battle before one by hunger and thirst.

14. However, Josephus contrived another stratag&siddés the
foregoing, to get plenty of what they wanted. Theses a certain rough and
uneven place that could hardly be ascended, anthainaccount was not
guarded by the soldiers; so Josephus sent outircgra@asons along the
western parts of the valley, and by them sentrieti®@ whom he pleased of
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the Jews that were out of the city, and procurecthfthem what necessaries
soever they wanted in the city in abundance; heiresq them also to creep
generally along by the watch as they came intocttye and to cover their
backs with such sheep-skins as had their wool upem, that if any one
should spy them out in the night time, they migbtl®elieved to be dogs.
This was done till the watch perceived their caatinice, and encompassed
that rough place about themselves.

15. And now it was that Josephus perceived thatitlyecould not hold
out long, and that his own life would be in doubheé continued in it; so he
consulted how he and the most potent men of themngight fly out of it.
When the multitude understood this, they came @lind about him, and
begged of him not to overlook them while they elyirdepended on him,
and him alone; for that there was still hope of thig's deliverance, if he
would stay with them, because every body would taée any pains with
great cheerfulness on his account, and in that tes® would be some
comfort for them also, though they should be takiat it became him
neither to fly from his enemies, nor to desertfrisnds, nor to leap out of
that city, as out of a ship that was sinking int@rs, into which he came
when it was quiet and in a calm; for that by goaway he would be the
cause of drowning the city, because nobody woudsh thenture to oppose
the enemy when he was once gone, upon whom thelywdomfided.

16. Hereupon Josephus avoided letting them know libawas to go
away to provide for his own safety, but told thdratthe would go out of the
city for their sakes; for that if he staid with thehe should be able to do
them little good while they were in a safe conditi@and that if they were
once taken, he should only perish with them to ompse; but that if he
were once gotten free from this siege, he shouldldbe to bring them very
great relief; for that he would then immediatelyt gee Galileans together,
out of the country, in great multitudes, and draes Romans off their city by
another war. That he did not see what advantgehblel dring to them now,
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by staying among them, but only provoke the Ronmarisesiege them more
closely, as esteeming it a most valuable thingate thim; but that if they

were once informed that he was fled out of the, ¢igy would greatly remit

of their eagerness against it. Yet did not thisapteove the people, but
inflamed them the more to hang about him. Accongingoth the children

and the old men, and the women with their infacggne mourning to him,

and fell down before him, and all of them caughidhaf his feet, and held
him fast, and besought him, with great lamentatidingt he would take his
share with them in their fortune; and | think théyl this, not that they

envied his deliverance, but that they hoped foir tbin; for they could not

think they should suffer any great misfortune, ed Josephus would but
stay with them.

17. Now Josephus thought, that if he resolved &y,sit would be
ascribed to their entreaties; and if he resolvegat@way by force, he should
be put into custody. His commiseration also of fmeople under their
lamentations had much broken that his eagernedsaie them; so he
resolved to stay, and arming himself with the comnuaespair of the
citizens, he said to them, "Now is the time to begifight in earnest, when
there is no hope of deliverance left. It is a brtvag to prefer glory before
life, and to set about some such noble undertaksgnay be remembered by
late posterity." Having said this, he fell to warkmediately, and made a
sally, and dispersed the enemies' out-guards, amdhs far as the Roman
camp itself, and pulled the coverings of their $etat pieces, that were upon
their banks, and set fire to their works. And thies the manner in which he
never left off fighting, neither the next day, rtbe day after it, but went on
with it for a considerable number of both days aights.

18. Upon this, Vespasian, when he saw the Romatessed by these
sallies, (though they were ashamed to be madentaway by the Jews; and
when at any time they made the Jews run away, lle@ivy armor would not
let them pursue them far; while the Jews, when thag performed any

29



action, and before they could be hurt themselvdk retired into the city,)
ordered his armed men to avoid their onset, andfigbt it out with men
under desperation, while nothing is more couragd¢bas despair; but that
their violence would be quenched when they saw tfahed of their
purposes, as fire is quenched when it wants fuel; that it was proper for
the Romans to gain their victories as cheap as¢bald, since they are not
forced to fight, but only to enlarge their own damons. So he repelled the
Jews in great measure by the Arabian archers,en8yrrian slingers, and by
those that threw stones at them, nor was theraragmission of the great
number of their offensive engines. Now the Jewdesedl greatly by these
engines, without being able to escape from themd; \@hen these engines
threw their stones or javelins a great way, andJées were within their
reach, they pressed hard upon the Romans, andtfdegperately, without
sparing either soul or body, one part succoringlardiy turns, when it was
tired down.

19. When, therefore, Vespasian looked upon himaglin a manner
besieged by these sallies of the Jews, and whebanks were now not far
from the walls, he determined to make use of higedag ram. This
battering ram is a vast beam of wood like the nohst ship, its forepart is
armed with a thick piece of iron at the head oiWitjch is so carved as to be
like the head of a ram, whence its name is takars fam is slung in the air
by ropes passing over its middle, and is hung tiies balance in a pair of
scales from another beam, and braced by strong $é¢faam pass on both
sides of it, in the nature of a cross. When thm a pulled backward by a
great number of men with united force, and thenghforward by the same
men, with a mighty noise, it batters the walls witfat iron part which is
prominent. Nor is there any tower so strong, olsveb broad, that can resist
any more than its first batteries, but all are éakrdo yield to it at last. This
was the experiment which the Roman general betowoisdif to, when he
was eagerly bent upon taking the city; but founddyin the field so long to
be to his disadvantage, because the Jews would hevieim be quiet. So
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these Romans brought the several engines for gadiimenemy nearer to the
walls, that they might reach such as were uponamhle and endeavored to
frustrate their attempts; these threw stones awelifs at them; in the like
manner did the archers and slingers come bothhegeloser to the wall.
This brought matters to such a pass that noneeofléfws durst mount the
walls, and then it was that the other Romans brotlgh battering ram that
was cased with hurdles all over, and in the tigpeet was secured by skins
that covered it, and this both for the securityh@mselves and of the engine.
Now, at the very first stroke of this engine, thalwwvas shaken, and a
terrible clamor was raised by the people within dmy, as if they were
already taken.

20. And now, when Josephus saw this ram still batiehe same place,
and that the wall would quickly be thrown down lbyhe resolved to elude
for a while the force of the engine. With this dgsihe gave orders to fill
sacks with chaff, and to hang them down before pitete where they saw
the ram always battering, that the stroke mightuseed aside, or that the
place might feel less of the strokes by the yigjdmature of the chaff. This
contrivance very much delayed the attempts of tlhen&hs, because, let
them remove their engine to what part they pleagee that were above it
removed their sacks, and placed them over agalreststrokes it made,
insomuch that the wall was no way hurt, and thiglimgrsion of the strokes,
till the Romans made an opposite contrivance o lpoles, and by tying
hooks at their ends, cut off the sacks. Now whemn liattering ram thus
recovered its force, and the wall having been kawliy built, was giving
way, Josephus and those about him had afterwaredhate recourse to fire,
to defend themselves withal; whereupon they toolatwinaterials soever
they had that were but dry, and made a sally thwags, and set fire to the
machines, and the hurdles, and the banks of theaRsithemselves; nor did
the Romans well know how to come to their assigtabeing at once under
a consternation at the Jews' boldness, and beienepted by the flames
from coming to their assistance; for the matersg dry with the bitumen
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and pitch that were among them, as was brimstaswe #ie fire caught hold
of every thing immediately, and what cost the Rosnargreat deal of pains
was in one hour consumed.

21. And here a certain Jew appeared worthy of alation and
commendation; he was the son of Sameas, and wasl é&deazar, and was
born at Saab, in Galilee. This man took up a sta vast bigness, and
threw it down from the wall upon the ram, and thith so great a force, that
it broke off the head of the engine. He also leagedn, and took up the
head of the ram from the midst of them, and withemyt concern carried it to
the top of the wall, and this while he stood a# anfrk to he pelted by all
his enemies. Accordingly, he received the strokmmnuhis naked body, and
was wounded with five darts; nor did he mind anyh&m while he went up
to the top of the wall, where he stood in the sigfhthem all, as an instance
of the greatest boldness; after which he drew hHinwe a heap with his
wounds upon him, and fell down together with thadef the ram. Next to
him, two brothers showed their courage; their namee Netir and Philip,
both of them of the village Ruma, and both of th&alileans also; these
men leaped upon the soldiers of the tenth legiad,fall upon the Romans
with such a noise and force as to disorder th@ksaand to put to flight all
upon whomsoever they made their assaults.

22. After these men's performances, Josephus, laadrast of the
multitude with him, took a great deal of fire, ahdrnt both the machines
and their coverings, with the works belonging te fiith and to the tenth
legion, which they put to flight; when others falled them immediately,
and buried those instruments and all their matdalder ground. However,
about the evening, the Romans erected the battesimgagain, against that
part of the wall which had suffered before; whexgain Jew that defended
the city from the Romans hit Vespasian with a dahis foot, and wounded
him a little, the distance being so great, thatmghty impression could be
made by the dart thrown so far off. However, thaused the greatest
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disorder among the Romans; for when those who stz him saw his
blood, they were disturbed at it, and a report vedambad, through the whole
army, that the general was wounded, while the gstagiart left the siege,
and came running together with surprise and fedhd¢ogeneral; and before
them all came Titus, out of the concern he hadchisrfather, insomuch that
the multitude were in great confusion, and thisafuhe regard they had for
their general, and by reason of the agony thatstrewas in. Yet did the
father soon put an end to the son's fear, anddaisorder the army was
under, for being superior to his pains, and endeéagsoon to be seen by all
that had been in a fright about him, he excitedrthe fight the Jews more
briskly; for now every body was willing to exposemiself to danger
immediately, in order to avenge their general; drah they encouraged one
another with loud voices, and ran hastily to thdsva

23. But still Josephus and those with him, althotigy fell down dead
one upon another by the darts and stones whichetiggnes threw upon
them, yet did not they desert the wall, but felbaghose who managed the
ram, under the protection of the hurdles, with,fim@d iron weapons, and
stones; and these could do little or nothing, lelitthemselves perpetually,
while they were seen by those whom they could aet for the light of their
own flame shone about them, and made them a mestlevimark to the
enemy, as they were in the day time, while thergcould not be seen at a
great distance, and so what was thrown at themhaes to be avoided; for
the force with which these engines threw stonesdarts made them hurt
several at a time, and the violent noise of th@edathat were cast by the
engines was so great, that they carried away theaples of the wall, and
broke off the corners of the towers; for no bodym#n could be so strong as
not to be overthrown to the last rank by the laggsnof the stones. And any
one may learn the force of the engines by what &agq this very night; for
as one of those that stood round about Josephusie@she wall, his head
was carried away by such a stone, and his skull fluag as far as three
furlongs. In the day time also, a woman with cintl her belly so violently
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struck, as she was just come out of her house thieainfant was carried to
the distance of half a furlong, so great was thedmf that engine. The noise
of the instruments themselves was very terrible,4bund of the darts and
stones that were thrown by them was so also; o$éinee sort was that noise
the dead bodies made, when they were dashed aglagngtall; and indeed
dreadful was the clamor which these things raisethe women within the
city, which was echoed back at the same time byctles of such as were
slain; while the whole space of ground whereon tloeyght ran with blood,
and the wall might have been ascended over by dukeb of the dead
carcasses; the mountains also contributed to iser¢he noise by their
echoes; nor was there on that night any thing wbtewvanting that could
either affect the hearing or the sight: yet didr@ag) part of those that fought
so hard for Jotapata fall manfully, as were a gp=at of them wounded.
However, the morning watch was come ere the waldgid to the machines
employed against it, though it had been batterethowmt intermission.
However, those within covered their bodies withirttemor, and raised
works over against that part which was thrown dowafore those machines
were laid by which the Romans were to ascend hccity.

24. In the morning Vespasian got his army togetimeorder to take the
city [by storm], after a little recreation upon thard pains they had been at
the night before; and as he was desirous to drawho$e that opposed him
from the places where the wall had been thrown gdvenmade the most
courageous of the horsemen get off their horses, pdaced them in three
ranks over against those ruins of the wall, butecedt with their armor on
every side, and with poles in their hands, thatlsse might begin their
ascent as soon as the instruments for such asesatlaid; behind them he
placed the flower of the footmen; but for the rekthe horse, he ordered
them to extend themselves over against the walbnuine whole hilly
country, in order to prevent any from escapingaduhe city when it should
be taken; and behind these he placed the archemdrabout, and
commanded them to have their darts ready to sAd@.same command he
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gave to the slingers, and to those that managedrngmes, and bid them to
take up other ladders, and have them ready todan those parts of the wall
which were yet untouched, that the besieged mighérgaged in trying to
hinder their ascent by them, and leave the guatdeoparts that were thrown
down, while the rest of them should be overborn¢haydarts cast at them,
and might afford his men an entrance into the city.

25. But Josephus, understanding the meaning of as&esps
contrivance, set the old men, together with thdse tere tired out, at the
sound parts of the wall, as expecting no harm fllomse quarters, but set the
strongest of his men at the place where the wall imaken down, and
before them all six men by themselves, among wherobk his share of the
first and greatest danger. He also gave orderswhan the legions made a
shout, they should stop their ears, that they nmghtbe affrighted at it, and
that, to avoid the multitude of the enemy's dahsy should bend down on
their knees, and cover themselves with their shjetthd that they should
retreat a little backward for a while, till the bers should have emptied their
quivers; but that When the Romans should lay thestruments for
ascending the walls, they should leap out on tlelen, and with their own
instruments should meet the enemy, and that eveeysbould strive to do
his best, in order not to defend his own city, fag were possible to be
preserved, but in order to revenge it, when it elasady destroyed; and that
they should set before their eyes how their old wene to be slain, and
their children and wives were to be killed immediatby the enemy; and
that they would beforehand spend all their fury,asnount of the calamities
just coming upon them, and pour it out on the actor

26. And thus did Josephus dispose of both his sodlienen; but then
for the useless part of the citizens, the womendmidren, when they saw
their city encompassed by a threefold army, (fonenof the usual guards
that had been fighting before were removed,) winey also saw, not only
the walls thrown down, but their enemies with svgoirdtheir hands, as also
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the hilly country above them shining with their \weas, d the darts in the
hands of the Arabian archers, they made a finallamentable outcry of the
destruction, as if the misery were not only threatk but actually come
upon them already. But Josephus ordered the womée shut up in their
houses, lest they should render the warlike acidiise men too effeminate,
by making them commiserate their condition, and mamded them to hold
their peace, and threatened them if they did ndtijewhe came himself
before the breach, where his allotment was; fothalée who brought ladders
to the other places, he took no notice of them,dauhestly waited for the
shower of arrows that was coming.

27. And now the trumpeters of the several Romamoihesg sounded
together, and the army made a terrible shout; hadlarts, as by order, flew
so last, that they intercepted the light. Howevesephus's men remembered
the charges he had given them, they stopped thew & the sounds, and
covered their bodies against the darts; and abdoehgines that were set
ready to go to work, the Jews ran out upon therfgreehose that should
have used them were gotten upon them. And nowherascending of the
soldiers, there was a great conflict, and manyastof the hands and of the
soul were exhibited; while the Jews did earnestigieavor, in the extreme
danger they were in, not to show less courage titiase who, without being
in danger, fought so stoutly against them; norta leave struggling with
the Romans till they either fell down dead themess]vor killed their
antagonists. But the Jews grew weary with defendihgmselves
continually, and had not enough to come in thesices, and succor them;
while, on the side of the Romans, fresh men stiliceeded those that were
tired; and still new men soon got upon the machfoesscent, in the room
of those that were thrust down; those encouragime another, and joining
side to side with their shields, which were a pcbta to them, they became
a body of men not to be broken; and as this bangtraway the Jews, as
though they were themselves but one body, theyrbalyaady to get upon
the wall.
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28. Then did Josephus take necessity for his cétamse this utmost
distress, (which necessity is very sagacious iemtien when it is irritated
by despair,) and gave orders to pour scalding panuthose whose shields
protected them. Whereupon they soon got it readyngomany that brought
it, and what they brought being a great quantisoabnd poured it on all
sides upon the Romans, and threw down upon them vhssels as they
were still hissing from the heat of the fire: tilsis burnt the Romans, that it
dispersed that united band, who now tumbled clovemfthe wall with
horrid pains, for the oil did easily run down théale body from head to
foot, under their entire armor, and fed upon tlesh like flame itself, its fat
and unctuous nature rendering it soon heated amwdystooled; and as the
men were cooped up in their head-pieces and btatestpthey could no way
get free from this burning oil; they could only feand roll about in their
pains, as they fell down from the bridges they lad. And as they thus
were beaten back, and retired to their own partyo \still pressed them
forward, they were easily wounded by those thaevirehind them.

29. However, in this ill success of the Romansiy tb@urage did not fail
them, nor did the Jews want prudence to oppose;th@mthe Romans,
although they saw their own men thrown down, ana miserable condition,
yet were they vehemently bent against those thatgabthe oil upon them;
while every one reproached the man before him esward, and one that
hindered him from exerting himself; and while tleevd made use of another
stratagem to prevent their ascent, and pourednigofienugreek upon the
boards, in order to make them slip and fall dowypwihich means neither
could those that were coming up, nor those thaeweing down, stand on
their feet; but some of them fell backward upon nechines on which they
ascended, and were trodden upon; many of thendélin upon the bank
they had raised, and when they were fallen upaveie slain by the Jews;
for when the Romans could not keep their feet, s being freed from
fighting hand to hand, had leisure to throw theirtsl at them. So the general
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called off those soldiers in the evening that haffiesed so sorely, of whom
the number of the slain was not a few, while tHathe wounded was still
greater; but of the people of Jotapata no more gramen were Kkilled,
although more than three hundred were carried aftirded. This fight
happened on the twentieth day of the month DeSu&f].

30. Hereupon Vespasian comforted his army on ogoasif what
happened, and as he found them angry indeed, thar naanting somewhat
to do than any further exhortations, he gave ortensise the banks still
higher, and to erect three towers, each fifty f@gh, and that they should
cover them with plates of iron on every side, thaty might be both firm by
their weight, and not easily liable to be set oa.fiThese towers he set upon
the banks, and placed upon them such as could dglaotst and arrows, with
the lighter engines for throwing stones and ddde;and besides these, he
set upon them the stoutest men among the sling@is not being to be seen
by reason of the height they stood upon, and thiebsents that protected
them, might throw their weapons at those that vwg@n the wall, and were
easily seen by them. Hereupon the Jews, not beasdyeable to escape
those darts that were thrown down upon their heads, to avenge
themselves on those whom they could not see, aneipmg that the height
of the towers was so great, that a dart which thesw with their hand could
hardly reach it, and that the iron plates abouttineade it very hard to come
at them by fire, they ran away from the walls, #ied hastily out of the city,
and fell upon those that shot at them. And thustldel people of Jotapata
resist the Romans, while a great number of themevesery day killed,
without their being able to retort the evil uporithenemies; nor could they
keep them out of the city without danger to thers=l

31. About this time it was that Vespasian sentTmajan against a city
called Japha, that lay near to Jotapata, and #satedl innovations, and was
puffed up with the unexpected length of the oppmsitof Jotapata. This
Trajan was the commander of the tenth legion, amchim Vespasian
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committed one thousand horsemen, and two thousarichén. When Trajan
came to the city, he found it hard to be takenpksides the natural strength
of its situation, it was also secured by a doub#dl;vout when he saw the
people of this city coming out of it, and readyfight him, he joined battle
with them, and after a short resistance which threye, he pursued after
them; and as they fled to their first wall, the Rom followed them so
closely, that they fell in together with them: bwhen the Jews were
endeavoring to get again within their second wakir fellow citizens shut
them out, as being afraid that the Romans wouldefdhemselves in with
them. It was certainly God therefore who brouglet Romans to punish the
Galileans, and did then expose the people of the asiery one of them
manifestly to be destroyed by their bloody enemies;they fell upon the
gates in great crowds, and earnestly calling ted¢htbat kept them, and that
by their names also, yet had they their throatsrcilhe very midst of their
supplications; for the enemy shut the gates offitlse wall, and their own
citizens shut the gates of the second, so they wecbosed between two
walls, and were slain in great numbers togethemymaf them were run
through by swords of their own men, and many by thvn swords, besides
an immense number that were slain by the Romans. dd they any
courage to revenge themselves; for there was adied consternation they
were in from the enemy, their being betrayed byrtben friends, which
guite broke their spirits; and at last they diegrsahg not the Romans, but
their own citizens, till they were all destroyeckirig in number twelve
thousand. So Trajan gathered that the city was yemppeople that could
fight, and although there should a few of them herdin, he supposed that
they would be too timorous to venture upon any epmm; so he reserved
the taking of the city to the general. Accordinghe sent messengers to
Vespasian, and desired him to send his son Titfisigh the victory he had
gained. Vespasian hereupon imagining there mightstwme pains still
necessary, sent his son with an army of five huhdrersemen, and one
thousand footmen. So he came quickly to the crig, gut his army in order,
and set Trajan over the left wing, while he had tight himself, and led
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them to the siege: and when the soldiers brougltueies to be laid against
the wall on every side, the Galileans opposed tfrem above for a while;

but soon afterward they left the walls. Then ditl3s men leap into the city,
and seized upon it presently; but when those therewn it were gotten

together, there was a fierce battle between themthie men of power fell

upon the Romans in the narrow streets, and the waimew whatsoever
came next to hand at them, and sustained a figtht them for six hours'

time; but when the fighting men were spent, thé odsthe multitude had

their throats cut, partly in the open air, and lgart their own houses, both
young and old together. So there were no males mmaining, besides
infants, which, with the women, were carried asesainto captivity; so that
the number of the slain, both now in the city andh& former fight, was

fifteen thousand, and the captives were two thadigse hundred and thirty.
This calamity befell the Galileans on the twenffkfiday of the month

Desius [Sivan.]

32. Nor did the Samaritans escape their share sfbrtuines at this time;
for they assembled themselves together upon filent@an called Gerizzim,
which is with them a holy mountain, and there theynained; which
collection of theirs, as well as the courageousdsithey showed, could not
but threaten somewhat of war; nor were they remtesiser by the miseries
that had come upon their neighboring cities. Thisp,anotwithstanding the
great success the Romans had, marched on in amasonable manner,
depending on their own weakness, and were disgosehy tumult upon its
first appearance. Vespasian therefore thoughtsit teeprevent their motions,
and to cut off the foundation of their attemptsr Rtthough all Samaria had
ever garrisons settled among them, yet did the eurob those that were
come to Mount Gerizzim, and their conspiracy togethive ground for fear
what they would be at; he therefore sent | thitberealis, the commander of
the fifth legion, with six hundred horsemen, andeéhthousand footmen,
who did not think it safe to go up to the mountand give them battle,
because many of the enemy were on the higher paheoground; so he
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encompassed all the lower part of the mountain wisharmy, and watched
them all that day. Now it happened that the Sammasit who were now
destitute of water, were inflamed with a violentahe(for it was summer
time, and the multitude had not provided themselwith necessaries,)
insomuch that some of them died that very day \Wwiat, while others of
them preferred slavery before such a death aswaat and fled to the
Romans; by whom Cerealis understood that thosehngtilt staid there were
very much broken by their misfortunes. So he wegntaithe mountain, and
having placed his forces round about the enemy,indahe first place,

exhorted them to take the security of his rightcdhaand come to terms with
him, and thereby save themselves; and assured thainf they would lay

down their arms, he would secure them from any héumh when he could
not prevail with them, he fell upon them and sl&em all, being in number
eleven thousand and six hundred. This was doné@imtenty-seventh day
of the month Desius [Sivan]. And these were tharogies that befell the
Samaritans at this time.

33. But as the people of Jotapata still held ouhflly, and bore up
tinder their miseries beyond all that could be hibfuer, on the forty-seventh
day [of the siege] the banks cast up by the Romaate become higher than
the wall; on which day a certain deserter went &spasian, and told him
how few were left in the city, and how weak theyreyeand that they had
been so worn out with perpetual watching, and apgteal fighting, that
they could not now oppose any force that came ag#em, and that they
might he taken by stratagem, if any one would &tthem; for that about the
last watch of the night, when they thought they hhigave some rest from
the hardships they were under, and when a morieagp sised to come upon
them, as they were thoroughly weary, he said thielwased to fall asleep;
accordingly his advice was, that they should mdiesrtattack at that hour.
But Vespasian had a suspicion about this deserseknowing how faithful
the Jews were to one another, and how much theysgesany punishments
that could be inflicted on them; this last becaose of the people of
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Jotapata had undergone all sorts of torments, leoubgh they made him pass
through a fiery trial of his enemies in his exanima, yet would he inform
them nothing of the affairs within the city, andheswas crucified, smiled at
them. However, the probability there was in theatieh itself did partly
confirm the truth of what the deserter told themd #hey thought he might
probably speak truth. However, Vespasian thougéy gshould be no great
sufferers if the report was a sham; so he commatided to keep the man in
custody, and prepared the army for taking the city.

34. According to which resolution they marched with noise, at the
hour that had been told them, to the wall; andaswitus himself that first
got upon it, with one of his tribunes, Domitius #als, and had a few of the
fifteenth legion along with him. So they cut theadhts of the watch, and
entered the city very quietly. After these camee@hks the tribune, and
Placidus, and led on those that were tinder theow When the citadel was
taken, and the enemy were in the very midst ofdke and when it was
already day, yet was not the taking of the citywndoy those that held it;
for a great many of them were fast asleep, andeatgnist, which then by
chance fell upon the city, hindered those thatigofrom distinctly seeing
the case they were in, till the whole Roman army gatten in, and they
were raised up only to find the miseries they wander; and as they were
slaying, they perceived the city was taken. Andtifi@ Romans, they so well
remembered what they had suffered during the sibge they spared none,
nor pitied any, but drove the people down the mieeifrom the citadel, and
slew them as they drove them down; at which time dfificulties of the
place hindered those that were still able to figbin defending themselves;
for as they were distressed in the narrow streats$,could not keep their feet
sure along the precipice, they were overpowerel thi¢ crowd of those that
came fighting them down from the citadel. This prked a great many, even
of those chosen men that were about Josephusl] thénselves with their
own hands; for when they saw that they could loth@ of the Romans, they
resolved to prevent being killed by the Romans, gatitogether in great
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numbers in the utmost parts of the city, and kitleeinselves.

35. However, such of the watch as at the first@eex they were taken,
and ran away as fast as they could, went up into ajrthe towers on the
north side of the city, and for a while defendeentiselves there; but as they
were encompassed with a multitude of enemies, tiveg to use their right
hands when it was too late, and at length theyréllgeoffered their necks
to be cut off by those that stood over them. Anel Romans might have
boasted that the conclusion of that siege was witbtbod [on their side] if
there had not been a centurion, Antonius, who W& at the taking of the
city. His death was occasioned by the followingtteery; for there was one
of those that were fled into the caverns, whichevargreat number, who
desired that this Antonius would reach him his tigand for his security,
and would assure him that he would preserve hind give him his
assistance in getting up out of the cavern; acogigi he incautiously
reached him his right hand, when the other mangm®d him, and stabbed
him under his loins with a spear, and killed himmeadiately.

36. And on this day it was that the Romans slevihadl multitude that
appeared openly; but on the following days theydead the hiding-places,
and fell upon those that were under ground, aridarcaverns, and went thus
through every age, excepting the infants and theevg and of these there
were gathered together as captives twelve hundretias for those that were
slain at the taking of the city, and in the fornights, they were numbered
to be forty thousand. So Vespasian gave ordetthieatity should be entirely
demolished, and all the fortifications burnt dowknd thus was Jotapata
taken, in the thirteenth year of the reign of Newaq, the first day of the
month Panemus [Tamuz].
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Chapter 8

Josephus Was Discovered by a Woman

1. And now the Romans searched for Josephus, hdtlhfahe hatred
they bore him, and because their general was vesyralis to have him
taken; for he reckoned that if he were once takkengreatest part of the war
would be over. They then searched among the deddpaked into the most
concealed recesses of the city; but as the cityfinsigaken, he was assisted
by a certain supernatural providence; for he wehdrmhimself from the
enemy when he was in the midst of them, and leageda certain deep pit,
whereto there adjoined a large den at one side wfich den could not be
seen by those that were above ground; and themebwvith forty persons of
eminency that had concealed themselves, and wikigions enough to
satisfy them for not a few days. So in the day tmeehid himself from the
enemy, who had seized upon all places, and inigie¢ ime he got up out of
the den and looked about for some way of escajping took exact notice of
the watch; but as all places were guarded everyavaoe his account, that
there was no way of getting off unseen, he wentrdagain into the den.
Thus he concealed himself two days; but on theal tday, when they had
taken a woman who had been with them, he was dsedv Whereupon
Vespasian sent immediately and zealously two teisunPaulinus and
Gallicanus, and ordered them to give Josephus tigdir hands as a security
for his life, and to exhort him to come up.

2. So they came and invited the man to come up, gane him
assurances that his life should be preserved: Hayt tlid not prevail with
him; for he gathered suspicions from the probabthiere was that one who
had done so many things against the Romans must $af it, though not
from the mild temper of those that invited him. Hoxer, he was afraid that
he was invited to come up in order to be punishedil Vespasian sent
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besides these a third tribune, Nicanor, to himwas one that was well
known to Josephus, and had been his familiar antprase in old time.

When he was come, he enlarged upon the naturahestdof the Romans
towards those they have once conquered; and toidthat he had behaved
himself so valiantly, that the commanders rathaniaged than hated him;

that the general was very desirous to have himdibto him, not in order to

punish him, for that he could do though he showtiaome voluntarily, but

that he was determined to preserve a man of hissgeuHe moreover added
this, that Vespasian, had he been resolved to iemppsn him, would not

have sent to him a friend of his own, nor put thieest color upon the vilest
action, by pretending friendship and meaning p@tigness; nor would he
have himself acquiesced, or come to him, had ih be@eceive him.

3. Now as Josephus began to hesitate with himdmltaNicanor's
proposal, the soldiery were so angry, that theyhastily to set fire to the
den; but the tribune would not permit them so to @akbeing very desirous
to take the man alive. And now, as Nicanor lay hetrdosephus to comply,
and he understood how the multitude of the enerntiesatened him, he
called to mind the dreams which he had dreameblamight time, whereby
God had signified to him beforehand both the furakamities of the Jews,
and the events that concerned the Roman emperovs.JNsephus was able
to give shrewd conjectures about the interpretatibsuch dreams as have
been ambiguously delivered by God. Moreover, he m@sunacquainted
with the prophecies contained in the sacred boak®eing a priest himself,
and of the posterity of priests: and just then ivasn an ecstasy; and setting
before him the tremendous images of the dreamadtédately had, he put up
a secret prayer to God, and said, "Since it pleasete, who hast created the
Jewish nation, to depress the same, and sincbeatl good fortune is gone
over to the Romans, and since thou hast made cbbites soul of mine to
foretell what is to come to pass hereatfter, | wijly give them my hands,
and am content to live. And | protest openly thatol not go over to the
Romans as a deserter of the Jews, but as a mifisterthee."
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4. When he had said this, he complied with Nicanaorvitation. But
when those Jews who had fled with him understoadl ltle yielded to those
that invited him to come up, they came about him inody, and cried out,
"Nay, indeed, now may the laws of our forefathevkjch God ordained
himself, well groan to purpose; that God we mean Wéth created the souls
of the Jews of such a temper, that they despisth.d@aJosephus! art thou
still fond of life? and canst thou bear to seeligbt in a state of slavery?
How soon hast thou forgotten thyself! How many hlastu persuaded to lose
their lives for liberty! Thou hast therefore had false reputation for
manhood, and a like false reputation for wisdomthibu canst hope for
preservation from those against whom thou hastHibag zealously, and art
however willing to be preserved by them, if theyilbb@arnest. But although
the good fortune of the Romans hath made thee tfoingself, we ought to
take care that the glory of our forefathers maybwtarnished. We will lend
thee our right hand and a sword; and if thou wit willingly, thou wilt die
as general of the Jews; but if unwillingly, thoutwiie as a traitor to them."
As soon as they said this, they began to thrust swords at him, and
threatened they would kill him, if he thought ofeling himself to the
Romans.

5. Upon this Josephus was afraid of their attacking, and yet thought
he should be a betrayer of the commands of Gd died before they were
delivered. So he began to talk like a philosopleethem in the distress he
was then in, when he said thus to them: "O my flsgenwhy are we so
earnest to kill ourselves? and why do we set out and body, which are
such dear companions, at such variance? Can angretend that | am not
the man | was formerly? Nay, the Romans are sendiblwv that matter
stands well enough. It is a brave thin to die im;Vvibait so that it be according
to the law of war, by the hand of conquerors.Hérefore, | avoid death from
the sword of the Romans, | am truly worthy to bie&i by my own sword,
and my own hand; but if they admit of mercy, anduldcspare their enemy,
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how much more ought we to have mercy upon oursglaed to spare
ourselves? For it is certainly a foolish thing tmttat to ourselves which we
guarrel with them for doing to us. | confess fretdgt it is a brave thing to
die for liberty; but still so that it be in war, dalone by those who take that
liberty from us; but in the present case our ensndie neither meet us in
battle, nor do they kill us. Now he is equally aveod who will not die when
he is obliged to die, and he who will die when Benot obliged so to do.
What are we afraid of, when we will not go up te tRomans? Is it death? If
so, what we are afraid of, when we but suspecieaemies will inflict it on
us, shall we inflict it on ourselves for certain@tB® may be said we must be
slaves. And are we then in a clear state of libattpresent? It may also be
said that it is a manly act for one to kill himsd\fo, certainly, but a most
unmanly one; as | should esteem that pilot to baraant coward, who, out
of fear of a storm, should sink his ship of his oagtord. Now self-murder
is a crime most remote from the common nature bfaaimals, and an
instance of impiety against God our Creator; nolead is there any animal
that dies by its own contrivance, or by its own nwedor the desire of life is
a law engraven in them all; on which account wawldese that openly take
it away from us to be our enemies, and those tbait ¢by treachery are
punished for so doing. And do not you think thatdG® very angry when a
man does injury to what he hath bestowed on hinnfrbom him it is that we
have received our being, and we ought to leave it disposal to take that
being away from us. The bodies of all men are iddwertal, and are created
out of corruptible matter; but the soul is ever iartal, and is a portion of
the divinity that inhabits our bodies. Besidesanly one destroys or abuses a
depositum he hath received from a mere man, heteemed a wicked and
perfidious person; but then if any one cast outhsf body this Divine
depositum, can we imagine that he who is therebyprattd does not know
of it? Moreover, our law justly ordains that slawvdsich run away from their
master shall be punished, though the masters theyaway from may have
been wicked masters to them. And shall we endeiavam away from God,
who is the best of all masters, and not guiltyropeity? Do not you know
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that those who depart out of this life accordinghe law of nature, and pay
that debt which was received from God, when he lgatit us is pleased to
require it back again, enjoy eternal fame; thairtheuses and their posterity
are sure, that their souls are pure and obediadtphtain a most holy place
in heaven, from whence, in the revolutions of adgiesy are again sent into
pure bodies; while the souls of those whose haagie cted madly against
themselves are received by the darkest place ire$jaahd while God, who
is their Father, punishes those that offend agagribier of them in their
posterity? for which reason God hates such doizgd,the crime is punished
by our most wise legislator. Accordingly, our ladetermine that the bodies
of such as kill themselves should be exposed h#él sun be set, without
burial, although at the same time it be allowedh®m to be lawful to bury
our enemies [sooner]. The laws of other nations afgoin such men's hands
to be cut off when they are dead, which had beetlemse of in destroying
themselves when alive, while they reckoned thaha$ody is alien from the
soul, so is the hand alien from the body. It igef@me, my friends, a right
thing to reason justly, and not add to the calawitwhich men bring upon us
impiety towards our Creator. If we have a mind tegerve ourselves, let us
do it; for to be preserved by those our enemiesyliom we have given so
many demonstrations of our courage, is no way mgls; but if we have a
mind to die, it is good to die by the hand of thts# have conquered us. For
nay part, | will not run over to our enemies' gaest in order to be a traitor
to myself; for certainly | should then be much méwelish than those that
deserted to the enemy, since they did it in ordesave themselves, and |
should do it for destruction, for my own destruntidcHowever, | heartily
wish the Romans may prove treacherous in this matteif, after their offer
of their right hand for security, | be slain by thel shall die cheerfully, and
carry away with me the sense of their perfidiouspas a consolation greater
than victory itself."

6. Now these and many the like motives did Josepisesto these men
to prevent their murdering themselves; but desjmerditad shut their ears, as
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having long ago devoted themselves to die, and theye irritated at
Josephus. They then ran upon him with their swordkseir hands, one from
one quarter, and another from another, and calied & coward, and
everyone of them appeared openly as if he wereyreadmite him; but he
calling to one of them by name, and looking likgemeral to another, and
taking a third by the hand, and making a fourthaastd of himself, by
praying him to forbear, and being in this conditidistracted with various
passions, (as he well might in the great distreswas then in,) he kept off
every one of their swords from killing him, and wasced to do like such
wild beasts as are encompassed about on every wii®, always turn
themselves against those that last touched them, dtame of their right
hands were debilitated by the reverence they loatigetir general in these his
fatal calamities, and their swords dropped outhefrthands; and not a few
of them there were, who, when they aimed to smite With their swords,
they were not thoroughly either willing or abledo it.

7. However, in this extreme distress, he was netitdée of his usual
sagacity; but trusting himself to the providenceGafd, he put his life into
hazard [in the manner following]: "And now," said,H'since it is resolved
among you that you will die, come on, let us comout mutual deaths to
determination by lot. He whom the lot falls to fjrket him be killed by him
that hath the second lot, and thus fortune shakeniis progress through us
all; nor shall any of us perish by his own righttafor it would be unfair if,
when the rest are gone, somebody should repentsawvel himself." This
proposal appeared to them to be very just; and wWieehad prevailed with
them to determine this matter by lots, he drew ohéhe lots for himself
also. He who had the first lot laid his neck bardiim that had the next, as
supposing that the general would die among themednately; for they
thought death, if Josephus might but die with thenas sweeter than life; yet
was he with another left to the last, whether westhsay it happened so by
chance, or whether by the providence of God. Antieasvas very desirous
neither to be condemned by the lot, nor, if he hadn left to the last, to
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imbrue his right hand in the blood of his countrytmhbe persuaded him to
trust his fidelity to him, and to live as well aisnself.

8. Thus Josephus escaped in the war with the Ronaawdsin this his
own war with his friends, and was led by Nicanov&spasian. But now all
the Romans ran together to see him; and as thetuxgitpressed one upon
another about their general, there was a tumuwt\edrious kind; while some
rejoiced that Josephus was taken, and some thesatem, and some
crowded to see him very near; but those that weyeememote cried out to
have this their enemy put to death, while thosé weae near called to mind
the actions he had done, and a deep concern adpa&tatiee change of his
fortune. Nor were there any of the Roman commande® much soever
they had been enraged at him before, but relenteehwhey came to the
sight of him. Above all the rest, Titus's own val@and Josephus's own
patience under his afflictions, made him pity hims did also the
commiseration of his age, when he recalled to rthiatl but a little while ago
he was fighting, but lay now in the hands of higmres, which made him
consider the power of fortune, and how quick is tilma of affairs in war,
and how no state of men is sure; for which reasothbn made a great many
more to be of the same pitiful temper with himselfid induced them to
commiserate Josephus. He was also of great waigbensuading his father
to preserve him. However, Vespasian gave stricersrdhat he should be
kept with great caution, as though he would in gy \tle time send him to
Nero. (1)

9. When Josephus heard him give those orders, idetlsat he had
somewhat in his mind that he would willingly sayhmnself alone. When
therefore they were all ordered to withdraw, exiceptitus and two of their
friends, he said, "Thou, O Vespasian, thinkest mwenthan that thou hast
taken Josephus himself captive; but | come to #sea messenger of greater
tidings; for had not | been sent by God to theedw what was the law of
the Jews in this case? and how it becomes gererdis. Dost thou send me
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to Nero? For why? Are Nero's successors till thesme to thee still alive?
Thou, O Vespasian, art Caesar and emperor, thauthamthy son. Bind me
now still faster, and keep me for thyself, for thQuCaesar, are not only lord
over me, but over the land and the sea, and alkkimdnand certainly |
deserve to be kept in closer custody than | nowimamn order to be
punished, if | rashly affirm any thing of God." Whée had said this,
Vespasian at present did not believe him, but ssggdhat Josephus said
this as a cunning trick, in order to his own preagon; but in a little time he
was convinced, and believed what he said to be Boel himself erecting
his expectations, so as to think of obtaining theiee, and by other signs
fore-showing his advancement. He also found Josefthbhave spoken truth
on other occasions; for one of those friends thartewpresent at that secret
conference said to Josephus, "I cannot but wonder thou couldst not
foretell to the people of Jotapata that they shdugdtaken, nor couldst
foretell this captivity which hath happened to #ifsunless what thou now
sayest be a vain thing, in order to avoid the thgeéis risen against thyself."
To which Josephus replied, "I did foretell to theople of Jotapata that they
would be taken on the forty-seventh day, and tiséoluld be caught alive by
the Romans." Now when Vespasian had inquired ofctqaives privately
about these predictions, he found them to be tame, then he began to
believe those that concerned himself. Yet did heseb Josephus at liberty
from his hands, but bestowed on him suits of clettend other precious
gifts; he treated him also in a very obliging manmad continued so to do,
Titus still joining his interest ill the honors thaere done him.

Footnote:
1. These public mourners, hired upon the supposed adatosephus, and
the real death of many more, illustrate some pa&ssagthe Bible, which

suppose the same custom, as Matthew 11:17, whergedder may
consult the notes of Grotius.
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Chapter 9

Joppa Was Taken and Tiberias Delivered Up

1. Now Vespasian returned to Ptolemais on the liodaly of the month
Panemus, [Tamus] and from thence he came to Cesahézh lay by the
sea-side. This was a very great city of Judea, fandhe greatest part
inhabited by Greeks: the citizens here receivetd bo# Roman army and its
general, with all sorts of acclamations and refas, and this partly out of
the good-will they bore to the Romans, but printijpaut of the hatred they
bore to those that were conquered by them; on whadount they came
clamoring against Josephus in crowds, and deseaaight be put to death.
But Vespasian passed over this petition concerhing as offered by the
injudicious multitude, with a bare silence. Twotbé legions also he placed
at Cesarea, that they might there take their wigterters, as perceiving the
city very fit for such a purpose; but he placed theth and the fifth at
Scythopolis, that he might not distress Cesarea wie entire army. This
place was warm even in winter, as it was suffogafiat in the summer time,
by reason of its situation in a plain, and neahtosea [of Galilee].

2. In the mean time, there were gathered togethevadl such as had
seditiously got out from among their enemies, as¢hthat had escaped out
of the demolished cities, which were in all a graatmber, and repaired
Joppa, which had been left desolate by Cestiusjtthaght serve them for a
place of refuge; and because the adjoining regamhldeen laid waste in the
war, and was not capable of supporting them, tretgrchined to go off to
sea. They also built themselves a great many @alagships, and turned
pirates upon the seas near to Syria, and Phoeminth,Egypt, and made
those seas unnavigable to all men. Now as sooreapagian knew of their
conspiracy, he sent both footmen and horsemen pmpaJowhich was
unguarded in the night time; however, those thatewe it perceived that
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they should be attacked, and were afraid of it;didtthey not endeavor to
keep the Romans out, but fled to their ships, aydak sea all night, out of
the reach of their darts.

3. Now Joppa is not naturally a haven, for it emds rough shore,
where all the rest of it is straight, but the twale bend towards each other,
where there are deep precipices, and great stbakegit out into the sea, and
where the chains wherewith Andromeda was bound ledivéheir footsteps,
which attest to the antiquity of that fable. Bue thorth wind opposes and
beats upon the shore, and dashes mighty wavessaghm rocks which
receive them, and renders the haven more dangémansthe country they
had deserted. Now as those people of Joppa weaenfipabout in this sea,
in the morning there fell a violent wind upon theims called by those that
sail there "the black north wind," and there dastieir ships one against
another, and dashed some of them against the rackiscarried many of
them by force, while they strove against the opposiaves, into the main
sea; for the shore was so rocky, and had so mattyeafnemy upon it, that
they were afraid to come to land; nay, the waves 8o very high, that they
drowned them; nor was there any place whither teeyd fly, nor any way
to save themselves; while they were thrust ouhefdea, by the violence of
the wind, if they staid where they were, and outhef city by the violence of
the Romans. And much lamentation there was wherships were dashed
against one another, and a terrible noise when Werg broken to pieces;
and some of the multitude that were in them weneeced with waves, and
so perished, and a great many were embarrassedghvitvrecks. But some
of them thought that to die by their own swords \Wgister than by the sea,
and so they killed themselves before they were dealy although the
greatest part of them were carried by the wavas dashed to pieces against
the abrupt parts of the rocks, insomuch that tlzevées bloody a long way,
and the maritime parts were full of dead bodies;ti@ Romans came upon
those that were carried to the shore, and destrthad; and the number of
the bodies that were thus thrown out of the seafaaisthousand and two
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hundred. The Romans also took the city without egmm, and utterly
demolished it.

4. And thus was Joppa taken twice by the Romarss litile time; but
Vespasian, in order to prevent these pirates fromimg thither any more,
erected a camp there, where the citadel of Jopgpdodan, and left a body of
horse in it, with a few footmen, that these laggmistay there and guard the
camp, and the horsemen might spoil the countryl#yatound it, and might
destroy the neighboring villages and smaller citles these troops overran
the country, as they were ordered to do, and edayycut to pieces and laid
desolate the whole region.

5. But now, when the fate of Jotapata was relatetkemaisalem, a great
many at the first disbelieved it, on account of ¥astness of the calamity,
and because they had no eye-witness to attestutiedf what was related
about it; for not one person was saved to be aengss of that news, but a
fame was spread abroad at random that the citytalen, as such fame
usually spreads bad news about. However, the wagknown by degrees,
from the places near Jotapata, and appeared to b# too true. Yet were
there fictitious stories added to what was reatipel for it was reported that
Josephus was slain at the taking of the city, wihparte of news filled
Jerusalem full of sorrow. In every house also, amidng all to whom any of
the slain were allied, there was a lamentatiortHem; but the mourning for
the commander was a public one; and some mourmdtdee that had lived
with them, others for their kindred, others forithieiends, and others for
their brethren, but all mourned for Josephus; insdmthat the lamentation
did not cease in the city before the thirtieth dagd a great many hired
mourners,(1) with their pipes, who should begin tnelancholy ditties for
them.

6. But as the truth came out in time, it appeared lthe affairs of
Jotapata really stood; yet was it found that thatldeof Josephus was a
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fiction; and when they understood that he was alawed was among the
Romans, and that the commanders treated him ahemoate than they
treated captives, they were as vehemently angtyimtnow as they had
showed their good-will before, when he appeardaaice been dead. He was
also abused by some as having been a coward, anthess as a deserter;
and the city was full of indignation at him, andreproaches cast upon him;
their rage was also aggravated by their afflictiosasd more inflamed by
their ill success; and what usually becomes ansmooaof caution to wise
men, | mean affliction, became a spur to them totwe on further
calamities, and the end of one misery becametisélbeginning of another;
they therefore resolved to fall on the Romans thmemvehemently, as
resolving to be revenged on him in revenging thdéweseon the Romans.
And this was the state of Jerusalem as to the liesulhich now came upon
it.

7. But Vespasian, in order to see the kingdom aigfg, while the king
persuaded himself so to do, (partly in order tottgating the general and his
army in the best and most splendid manner his t@ia#fairs would enable
him to do, and partly that he might, by their measmrect such things as
were amiss in his government,) he removed from @estarea which was by
the sea-side, and went to that which is called @asRhilippi (2) and there
he refreshed his army for twenty days, and was délinfeasted by king
Agrippa, where he also returned public thanks ta @w the good success
he had had in his undertakings. But as soon asasanormed that Tiberias
was fond of innovations, and that Tarichere hadlted, both which cities
were parts of the kingdom of Agrippa, and was Batiswithin himself that
the Jews were every where perverted [from theirdmree to their
governors], he thought it seasonable to make amditipn against these
cities, and that for the sake of Agrippa, and ideorto bring his cities to
reason. So he sent away his son Titus to [the Jo@esarea, that he might
bring the army that lay there to Seythopous, whglihe largest city of
Decapolis, and in the neighborhood of Tiberias,tdri he came, and where
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he waited for his son. He then came with threeoleg)i and pitched his camp
thirty furlongs off Tiberias, at a certain statieasily seen by the innovators;
it is named Sennabris. He also sent Valerian, ard@t with fifty horsemen,
to speak peaceably to those that were in the aitgl,to exhort them to give
him assurances of their fidelity; for he had he#ndt the people were
desirous of peace, but were obliged by some o$éuious part to join with
them, and so were forced to fight for them. Wheme¥an had marched up
to the place, and was near the wall, he alightétisfhorse, and made those
that were with him to do the same, that they migiitbe thought to come to
skirmish with them; but before they could come taliscourse one with
another, the most potent men among the seditioute rasally upon them
armed; their leader was one whose name was Jésusph of Shaphat, the
principal head of a band of robbers. Now Valeragither thinking it safe to
fight contrary to the commands of the general, ¢fiiobe were secure of a
victory, and knowing that it was a very hazardouadartaking for a few to
fight with many, for those that were unprovidedfight those that were
ready, and being on other accounts surprised situtinexpected onset of the
Jews, he ran away on foot, as did five of theireBke manner, and left their
horses behind them; which horses Jesus led awaythetcity, and rejoiced
as if they had taken them in battle, and not bgdhnery.

8. Now the seniors of the people, and such as wfgpeincipal authority
among them, fearing what would be the issue ofrttagter, fled to the camp
of the Romans; they then took their king along whlem, and fell down
before Vespasian, to supplicate his favor, and umgsohim not to overlook
them, nor to impute the madness of a few to thelevbity, to spare a people
that have been ever civil and obliging to the Rosnéuit to bring the authors
of this revolt to due punishment, who had hithestowatched them, that
though they were zealous to give them the secofityeir right hands of a
long time, yet could they not accomplish the saviigh these supplications
the general complied, although he were very angjthe whole city about
the carrying off his horses, and this because Wetlsat Agrippa was under a
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great concern for them. So when Vespasian and pagripad accepted of
their right hands by way of security, Jesus andplidy thought it not safe
for them to continue at Tiberias, so they ran awayarichete. The next day
Vespasian sent Trajan before with some horsemeéheaitadel, to make
trial of the multitude, whether they were all dispd for peace; and as soon
as he knew that the people were of the same mitidtiae petitioner, he took
his army, and went to the city; upon which thezeitis opened to him their
gates, and met him with acclamations of joy, arlteddim their savior and
benefactor. But as the army was a great while ttingein at the gates, they
were so narrow, Vespasian commanded the southtwvdle broken down,
and so made a broad passage for their entranceewowhe charged them
to abstain from rapine and injustice, in order tatidy the king; and on his
account spared the rest of the wall, while the kingertook for them that
they should continue [faithful to the Romans] foe time to come. And thus
did he restore this city to a quiet state, aftdratl been grievously afflicted
by the sedition.

Footnotes:

1. Of this Cesarea Philippi (twice mentioned in ourwNd&estament,
Matthew 16:13; Mark 8;27) there are coins stillaatt Spanheim here
informs us.

2. | do not know where to find the law of Moses herentioned by
Josephus, and afterwards by Eleazar, 13. VII. clse8t. 7, and almost
implied in B. I. ch. 13. sect. 10, by Josephus'snm@ndation of
Phasaelus for doing so; | mean, whereby JewishrgBsnand people
were obliged to kill themselves, rather than gooislavery under
heathens. | doubt this would have been no betéer teelf-murder;" and
| believe it was rather some vain doctrine, ornptetation, of the rigid
Pharisees, or Essens, or Herodiaus, than a jusieqgaence from any
law of God delivered by Moses.
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Chapter 10

Taricheae Was Taken

1. And now Vespasian pitched his camp between tiig and
Taricheae, but fortified his camp more stronglysaspecting that he should
be forced to stay there, and have a long war;lfdh@ innovators had gotten
together at Taricheae, as relying upon the streofgtihe city, and on the lake
that lay by it. This lake is called by the peopfettee country the Lake of
Gennesareth. The city itself is situated like Tihgr at the bottom of a
mountain, and on those sides which are not waskethd sea, had been
strongly fortified by Josephus, though not so gilpras Tiberias; for the
wall of Tiberias had been built at the beginninghwe Jews' revolt, when he
had great plenty of money, and great power, buiciiase partook only the
remains of that liberality, Yet had they a greamber of ships gotten ready
upon the lake, that, in case they were beatennak, ey might retire to
them; and they were so fitted up, that they migidartake a Sea-fight also.
But as the Romans were building a wall about tbamp, Jesu and his party
were neither affrighted at their number, nor at goed order they were in,
but made a sally upon them; and at the very firstet the builders of the
wall were dispersed; and these pulled what littleyt had before built to
pieces; but as soon as they saw the armed mengy&ttjether, and before
they had suffered any thing themselves, they gkticetheir own men. But
then the Romans pursued them, and drove themheto ghips, where they
launched out as far as might give them the oppdytusf reaching the
Romans with what they threw at them, and then aashor, and brought
their ships close, as in a line of battle, and tlkeeiought the enemy from the
sea, who were themselves at land. But Vespasianingethat a great
multitude of them were gotten together in the pthiat was before the city,
he thereupon sent his son, with six hundred chbsesemen, to disperse
them.
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2. But when Titus perceived that the enemy was wermerous, he sent
to his father, and informed him that he should wante forces. But as he
saw a great many of the horsemen eager to figltitaat before any succors
could come to them, and that yet some of them wevately under a sort of
consternation at the multitude of the Jews, hedstooa place whence he
might be heard, and said to them, "My brave Rom#orst is right for me to
put you in mind of what nation you are, in the Ioegng of my speech, that
SO you may not be ignorant who you are, and whyp #ne against whom we
are going to fight. For as to us, Romans, no pathe habitable earth hath
been able to escape our hands hitherto; but akdadews, that | may speak
of them too, though they have been already beatindo they not give up
the cause; and a sad thing it would be for us twgwealthy under good
success, when they bear up under their misfortukes$o the alacrity which
you show publicly, | see it, and rejoice at it; yet | afraid lest the multitude
of the enemy should bring a concealed fright upmmes of you: let such a
one consider again, who we are that are to fighd, ®ho those are against
whom we are to fight. Now these Jews, though theydry bold and great
despisers of death, are but a disorderly body,ussiillful in war, and may
rather be called a rout than an army; while | nesdnothing of our skill and
our good order; for this is the reason why we Rasralone are exercised for
war in time of peace, that we may not think of nemfor number when we
come to fight with our enemies: for what advantafeuld we reap by our
continual sort of warfare, if we must still be efumanumber to such as have
not been used to war. Consider further, that yeutarhave a conflict with
men in effect unarmed, while you are well armedhvwootmen, while you
are horsemen; with those that have no good gemnendé you have one; and
as these advantages make you in effect manifolce rtl@n you are, so do
their disadvantages mightily diminish their numb&bow it is not the
multitude of men, though they be soldiers, that aggs wars with success,
but it is their bravery that does it, though they llut a few; for a few are
easily set in battle-array, and can easily assn& another, while over-
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numerous armies are more hurt by themselves thatihday enemies. It is
boldness and rashness, the effects of madness;ahduct the Jews. Those
passions indeed make a great figure when they edcdeut are quite
extinguished upon the least ill success; but weledeon by courage, and
obedience, and fortitude, which shows itself indeedur good fortune, but
still does not for ever desert us in our ill fortuNay, indeed, your fighting
IS to be on greater motives than those of the Jewslthough they run the
hazard of war for liberty, and for their countrnetywhat can be a greater
motive to us than glory? and that. it may nevesdid, that after we have got
dominion of the habitable earth, the Jews are #@bleonfront us. We must
also reflect upon this, that there is no fear of suffering any incurable
disaster in the present case; for those that agyr® assist us are many, and
at hand also; yet it is in our power to seize ufyos victory ourselves; and |
think we ought to prevent the coming of those ntiadais sending to us for
our assistance, that our success may be pecul@urselves, and of greater
reputation to us. And | cannot but think this arpagunity wherein my
father, and I, and you shall be all put to thel tidnether he be worthy of his
former glorious performances, whether | be his soreality, and whether
you be really my soldiers; for it is usual for mgtHer to conquer; and for
myself, | should not bear the thoughts of returniaghim if | were once
taken by the enemy. And how will you be able toidvoeing ashamed, if
you do not show equal courage with your commanahlegn he goes before
you into danger? For you know very well that | $lgal into the danger first,
and make the first attack upon the enemy. Do nattherefore desert me,
but persuade yourselves that God will be assidtingy onset. Know this
also before we begin, that we shall now have bstiecess than we should
have, if we were to fight at a distance."

3. As Titus was saying this, an extraordinary fi@y upon the men; and
as Trajan was already come before the fight begatih four hundred
horsemen, they were uneasy at it, because theatepudf the victory would
be diminished by being common to so many. Vespasathalso sent both
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Antonius and Silo, with two thousand archers, aad kiven it them in
charge to seize upon the mountain that was ovanstgthe city, and repel
those that were upon the wall; which archers dithay were commanded,
and prevented those that attempted to assist thammay; And now Titus
made his own horse march first against the enemsgicthe others with a
great noise after him, and extended themselves timoplain as wide as the
enemy which confronted them; by which means thgyeaped much more
numerous than they really were. Now the Jews, atthdhey were surprised
at their onset, and at their good order, made teggie against their attacks
for a little while; but when they were pricked witheir long poles, and
overborne by the violent noise of the horsemeny tteame to be trampled
under their feet; many also of them were slain vare side, which made
them disperse themselves, and run to the cityastsas every one of them
were able. So Titus pressed upon the hindmost,shwd them; and of the
rest, some he fell upon as they stood on heapssameé he prevented, and
met them in the mouth, and run them through; mdsy lae leaped upon as
they fell one upon another, and trod them down, eautdoff all the retreat
they had to the wall, and turned them back into glan, till at last they
forced a passage by their multitude, and got aaag,ran into the city.

4. But now there fell out a terrible sedition amadhgm within the city;
for the inhabitants themselves, who had possessiane, and to whom the
city belonged, were not disposed to fight from Wleey beginning; and now
the less so, because they had been beaten; biwréigners, which were
very numerous, would force them to fight so muah tfore, insomuch that
there was a clamor and a tumult among them, asuatiially angry one at
another. And when Titus heard this tumult, for heeswot far from the wall,
he cried out," Fellow soldiers, now is the timedamhy do we make any
delay, when God is giving up the Jews to us? Thkevictory which is given
you: do not you hear what a noise they make? Thusehave escaped our
hands are ill an uproar against one another. We hla@ city if we make
haste; but besides haste, we must undergo some #&imbuse some courage;
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for no great thing uses to be accomplished witltautger: accordingly, we
must not only prevent their uniting again, whiclcessity will soon compel
them to do, but we must also prevent the cominguwfown men to our
assistance, that, as few as we are, we may cosqugreat a multitude, and
may ourselves alone take the city:"

5. As soon as ever Titus had said this, he leaped his horse, and rode
apace down to the lake; by which lake he marched,emtered into the city
the first of them all, as did the others soon aften. Hereupon those that
were upon the walls were seized with a terror atltbldness of the attempt,
nor durst any one venture to fight with him, ornimder him; so they left
guarding the city, and some of those that were allesus fled over the
country, while others of them ran down to the lak&] met the enemy in the
teeth, and some were slain as they were gettingtaghe ships, but others
of them as they attempted to overtake those that aleeady gone aboard.
There was also a great slaughter made in thewltye those foreigners that
had not fled away already made opposition; butrigkeiral inhabitants were
killed without fighting: for in hopes of Titus's\gng them his right hand for
their security, and out of a consciousness that lfael not given any consent
to the war, they avoided fighting, till Titus hathia the authors of this
revolt, and then put a stop to any further slaughteut of commiseration of
these inhabitants of the place. But for those tzat fled to the lake, upon
seeing the city taken, they sailed as far as thessiply could from the
enemy.

6. Hereupon Titus sent one of his horsemen to dtisef, and let him
know the good news of what he had done; at whishyas natural, he was
very joyful, both on account of the courage andigless actions of his son;
for he thought that now the greatest part of the was over. He then came
thither himself, and set men to guard the city, gade them command to
take care that nobody got privately out of it, bukill such as attempted so
to do. And on the next day he went down to the,lakel commanded that
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vessels should be fitted up, in order to pursusdhbat had escaped in the
ships. These vessels were quickly gotten readyrdicayy, because there
was great plenty of materials, and a great numbartibicers also.

7. Now this lake of Gennesareth is so called fraendountry adjoining
to it. Its breadth is forty furlongs, and its lengine hundred and forty; its
waters are sweet, and very agreeable for drinkorgthey are finer than the
thick waters of other fens; the lake is also pued on every side ends
directly at the shores, and at the sand; it is afsa temperate nature when
you draw it up, and of a more gentle nature thaerror fountain water, and
yet always cooler than one could expect in so défa place as this is. Now
when this water is kept in the open air, it is akl@as that snow which the
country people are accustomed to make by nightumnser. There are
several kinds of fish in it, different both to tteeste and the sight from those
elsewhere. It is divided into two parts by the riderdan. Now Panium is
thought to be the fountain of Jordan, but in rgatits carried thither after an
occult manner from the place called Phiala: thecellies as you go up to
Trachonitis, and is a hundred and twenty furlongsnf Cesarea, and is not
far out of the road on the right hand; and inddedahth its name of Phiala
[vial or bowl] very justly, from the roundness @$ icircumference, as being
round like a wheel; its water continues alwaysad edges, without either
sinking or running over. And as this origin of Jandwas formerly not
known, it was discovered so to be when Philip vasatch of Trachonitis;
for he had chaff thrown into Phiala, and it wasndwat Paninto, where the
ancients thought the fountain-head of the river ,waRither it had been
therefore carried [by the waters]. As for Paniuselft, its natural beauty had
been improved by the royal liberality of Agrippandaadorned at his
expenses. Now Jordan's visible stream arises flosncavern, and divides
the marshes and fens of the lake Semechonitis; vitheath run another
hundred and twenty furlongs, it first passes bydheJulias, and then passes
through the middle of the lake Gennesareth; afteicivit runs a long way
over a desert, and then makes its exit into the kdphaltitis.
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8. The country also that lies over against thie lakth the same name of
Gennesareth; its nature is wonderful as well asbéauty; its soil is so
fruitful that all sorts of trees can grow upon #dnd the inhabitants
accordingly plant all sorts of trees there; for temper of the air is so well
mixed, that it agrees very well with those sevewls, particularly walnuts,
which require the coldest air, flourish there irstvalenty; there are palm
trees also, which grow best in hot air; fig treésaand olives grow near
them, which yet require an air that is more temiger®ne may call this
place the ambition of nature, where it forces thpleats that are naturally
enemies to one another to agree together; it i@y contention of the
seasons, as if every one of them laid claim to tlsntry; for it not only
nourishes different sorts of autumnal fruit beyamén's expectation, but
preserves them a great while; it supplies men wighprincipal fruits, with
grapes and figs continually, during ten monthshef year (1) and the rest of
the fruits as they become ripe together throughwthele year; for besides
the good temperature of the air, it is also wateft®an a most fertile
fountain. The people of the country call it Caplaarm. Some have thought
it to be a vein of the Nile, because it produces@loracin fish as well as that
lake does which is near to Alexandria. The lengthhts country extends
itself along the banks of this lake that bears $slaene name for thirty
furlongs, and is in breadth twenty, And this is tlaure of that place.

9. But now, when the vessels were gotten readyp&&an put upon
ship-board as many of his forces as he thoughicserit to be too hard for
those that were upon the lake, and set sail dfeant Now these which were
driven into the lake could neither fly to the landhere all was in their
enemies' hand, and in war against them; nor cdwdyg fight upon the level
by sea, for their ships were small and fitted diolly piracy; they were too
weak to fight with Vespasian's vessels, and themaes that were in them
were so few, that they were afraid to come nearRbmans, who attacked
them in great numbers. However, as they sailedd@loout the vessels, and
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sometimes as they came near them, they threw staind& Romans when
they were a good way off, or came closer and foubim; yet did they
receive the greatest harm themselves in both cAse$or the stones they
threw at the Romans, they only made a sound ome aftother, for they
threw them against such as were in their armorlethe Roman darts could
reach the Jews themselves; and when they venturecorine near the
Romans, they became sufferers themselves befoyecthdad do any harm to
the ether, and were drowned, they and their sloigsther. As for those that
endeavored to come to an actual fight, the Romamsnany of them through
with their long poles. Sometimes the Romans leaptatheir ships, with
swords in their hands, and slew them; but when somthem met the
vessels, the Romans caught them by the middledastioyed at once their
ships and themselves who were taken in them. Andstmh as were
drowning in the sea, if they lifted their headsalpve the water, they were
either killed by darts, or caught by the vessels;ify in the desperate case
they were in, they attempted to swim to their eremnthe Romans cut off
either their heads or their hands; and indeed theye destroyed after
various manners every where, till the rest beingtpdlight, were forced to
get upon the land, while the vessels encompasssd #bout [on the sea]:
but as many of these were repulsed when they watmg ashore, they were
killed by the darts upon the lake; and the Romaapéd out of their vessels,
and destroyed a great many more upon the landmigiet then see the lake
all bloody, and full of dead bodies, for not onetbém escaped. And a
terrible stink, and a very sad sight there washanfollowing days over that
country; for as for the shores, they were full bfpsvrecks, and of dead
bodies all swelled; and as the dead bodies wetamefd by the sun, and
putrefied, they corrupted the air, insomuch that thsery was not only the
object of commiseration to the Jews, but to thixse¢ hated them, and had
been the authors of that misery. This was the upshthe sea-fight. The
number of the slain, including those that wereekilin the city before, was
six thousand and five hundred.
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10. After this fight was over, Vespasian sat upas trnibunal at
Taricheae, in order to distinguish the foreigneost the old inhabitants; for
those foreigners appear to have begun the war.eSdehberated with the
other commanders, whether he ought to save thakéenbhbitants or not.
And when those commanders alleged that the disomssi them would be
to his own disadvantage, because, when they weare set at liberty, they
would not be at rest, since they would be peoplstitiée of proper
habitations, and would he able to compel suchegfled to fight against us,
Vespasian acknowledged that they did not desendgeteaved, and that if
they had leave given them to fly away, they wouldkm use of it against
those that gave them that leave. But still he awmreid with himself after
what manner they should be slain (2) for if he hlaem slain there, he
suspected the people of the country would theredmpime his enemies; for
that to be sure they would never bear it, that smynthat had been
supplicants to him should be killed; and to offeslence to them, after he
had given them assurances of their lives, he coatchimself bear to do it.
However, his friends were too hard for him, andtgmded that nothing
against Jews could be any impiety, and that he totaylprefer what was
profitable before what was fit to be done, wher¢hboould not be made
consistent. So he gave them an ambiguous libertip tas they advised, and
permitted the prisoners to go along no other rdaah tthat which led to
Tiberias only. So they readily believed what thegiced to be true, and went
along securely, with their effects, the way whichswnallowed them, while
the Romans seized upon all the road that led teriéb, that none of them
might go out of it, and shut them up in the cithheh came Vespasian, and
ordered them all to stand in the stadium, and coma®d them to kill the old
men, together with the others that were uselessg;hwivere in number a
thousand and two hundred. Out of the young menhlesec six thousand of
the strongest, and sent them to Nero, to dig thrdbg Isthmus, and sold the
remainder for slaves, being thirty thousand and Faundred, besides such as
he made a present of to Agrippa; for as to thos¢ Helonged to his
kingdom, he gave him leave to do what he pleasé¢d them; however, the
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king sold these also for slaves; but for the rédhe multitude, who were
Trachonites, and Gaulanites, and of Hippos, ancesaintGadara, the greatest
part of them were seditious persons and fugitivgep were of such
shameful characters, that they preferred war bebece. These prisoners
were taken on the eighth day of the month Gorpi§elug].

Footnotes:

1. It may be worth our while to observe here, thatrnéas lake of
Gennesareth grapes and figs hang on the trees daathsnof the year.
We may observe also, that in Cyril of Jerusalente€laes. 18. sect. 3,
which was delivered not long before Easter, theeeewno fresh leaves
of fig trees, nor bunches of fresh grapes in Jusedhat when St. Mark
says, ch. 11. ver. 13, that our Savior, soon dftersame time of the
year, came and "found leaves" on a fig tree neaisdéem, but "no figs,
because the time of" new "figs" ripening "was net,Yy he says very
true; nor were they therefore other than old leavieigh our Savior saw,
and old figs which he expected, and which even wi#ltommonly hang
on the trees all winter long.

2. This is the most cruel and barbarous action thadp¥sian ever did in
this whole war, as he did it with great reluctaatso. It was done both
after public assurance given of sparing the prisdriwes, and when all
knew and confessed that these prisoners were nogudty of any
sedition against the Romans. Nor indeed did Titws give his consent,
so far as appears, nor ever act of himself so bausly; nay, soon after
this, Titus grew quite weary of shedding blood, afdounishing the
innocent with the guilty, and gave the people cddBala leave to keep
the Jewish sabbath, B. IV. ch. 2. sect. 3, 5, enrthidst of their siege.
Nor was Vespasian disposed to do what he did, hidl officers
persuaded him, and that from two principal topwng, that nothing
could be unjust that was done against Jews; aridmi@n both cannot
be consistent, advantage must prevail over justamirable court

67



doctrines these!
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