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Chapter 1
The Siege and Taking of Gamala

1. Now all those Galileans who, after the taking Jotapata, had
revolted from the Romans, did, upon the conquestTaricheae, deliver
themselves up to them again. And the Romans rata@N¢he fortresses and
the cities, excepting Gischala and those that leamed upon Mount Tabor;
Gamala also, which is a city ever against Tarichiem,on the other side of
the lake, conspired with them. This city lay Upte tborders of Agrippa's
kingdom, as also did Sogana and Scleucia. And tiaese both parts of
Gaulanitis; for Sogana was a part of that calledUlpper Gaulanitis, as was
Gamala of the Lower; while Selcucia was situatethatlake Semechouitis,
which lake is thirty furlongs in breadth, and sixtylength; its marshes reach
as far as the place Daphne, which in other respe@&delicious place, and
hath such fountains as supply water to what ieddlittle Jordan, under the
temple of the golden calf, (1) where it is sentoirtereat Jordan. Now
Agrippa had united Sogana and Seleucia by leagubasitself, at the very
beginning of the revolt from the Romans; yet did Gamala accede to them,
but relied upon the difficulty of the place, whiglas greater than that of
Jotapata, for it was situated upon a rough ridga bfgh mountain, with a
kind of neck in the middle: where it begins to a&tdt lengthens itself, and
declines as much downward before as behind, insbntinat it is like a
camel in figure, from whence it is so named, altifouhe people of the
country do not pronounce it accurately. Both ongltkee and the face there
are abrupt parts divided from the rest, and endhingast deep valleys; yet
are the parts behind, where they are joined tortbentain, somewhat easier
of ascent than the other; but then the people beignto the place have cut
an oblique ditch there, and made that hard to lmeraed also. On its
acclivity, which is straight, houses are built, dhdse very thick and close to
one another. The city also hangs so strangely ithabks as if it would fall
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down upon itself, so sharp is it at the top. lexposed to the south, and its
southern mount, which reaches to an immense heigi#,in the nature of a
citadel to the city; and above that was a precjpro# walled about, but
extending itself to an immense depth. There wae alsspring of water
within the wall, at the utmost limits of the city.

2. As this city was naturally hard to be taken,hsml Josephus, by
building a wall about it, made it still strongeg also by ditches and mines
under ground. The people that were in it were nradee bold by the nature
of the place than the people of Jotapata had da#nit had much fewer
fighting men in it; and they had such a confidentdhe situation of the
place, that they thought the enemy could not bentaay for them; for the
city had been filled with those that had fled téort safety, on account of its
strength; on which account they had been ablesistrthose whom Agrippa
sent to besiege it for seven months together.

3. But Vespasian removed from Emmaus, where hddstgitched his
camp before the city Tiberias, (now Emmaus, ifat ibterpreted, may be
rendered "a warm bath," for therein is a springmaim water, useful for
healing,) and came to Gamala; yet was its situadiam that he was not able
to encompass it all round with soldiers to watglbitt where the places were
practicable, he set men to watch it, and seizeadh tipe mountain which was
over it. And as the legions, according to theiralstustom, were fortifying
their camp upon that mountain, he began to cadiamks at the bottom, at
the part towards the east, where the highest tolvre whole city was, and
where the fifteenth legion pitched their camp; wtihe fifth legion did duty
over against the midst of the city, and whilst taeth legion filled up the
ditches and the valleys. Now at this time it waatths king Agrippa was
come nigh the walls, and was endeavoring to spe#kase that were on the
walls about a surrender, he was hit with a stonaismight elbow by one of
the slingers; he was then immediately surrounded s own men. But the
Romans were excited to set about the siege, byitidegnation on the king's

2



account, and by their fear on their own accountoaluding that those men
would omit no kinds of barbarity against foreignargl enemies, who where
so enraged against one of their own nation, andtbatadvised them to
nothing but what was for their own advantage.

4. Now when the banks were finished, which was domé¢he sudden,
both by the multitude of hands, and by their baangustomed to such work,
they brought the machines; but Chares and Josdphwe&re the most potent
men in the city, set their armed men in order, gtoalready in a fright,
because they did not suppose that the city couldl dwat long, since they had
not a sufficient quantity either of water, or ohet necessaries. However,
these their leaders encouraged them, and brought thut upon the wall,
and for a while indeed they drove away those thatewbringing the
machines; but when those machines threw darts soms at them, they
retired into the city; then did the Romans bringtérang rams to three
several places, and made the wall shake [and Tdigy then poured in over
the parts of the wall that were thrown down, withnigghty sound of trumpets
and noise of armor, and with a shout of the saddiand brake in by force
upon those that were in the city; but these mehujgbn the Romans for
some time, at their first entrance, and prevertted going any further, and
with great courage beat them back; and the Romans 80 overpowered by
the greater multitude of the people, who beat tlvenevery side, that they
were obliged to run into the upper parts of thg.dWhereupon the people
turned about, and fell upon their enemies, who dttatked them, and thrust
them down to the lower parts, and as they wereedised by the narrowness
and difficulty of the place, slew them; and as éh&omans could neither
beat those back that were above them, nor escadertte of their own men
that were forcing their way forward, they were cathgd to fly into their
enemies' houses, which were low; but these housegylthus full, of
soldiers, whose weight they could not bear, felvdessuddenly; and when
one house fell, it shook down a great many of tlibaewere under it, as did
those do to such as were under them. By this maarest number of the
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Romans perished; for they were so terribly disgdsthat although they saw
the houses subsiding, they were compelled to |gam the tops of them; so
that a great many were ground to powder by thess,rand a great many of
those that got from under them lost some of thewb$, but still a greater
number were suffocated by the dust that arose thase ruins. The people
of Gamala supposed this to be an assistance affdtdam by God, and
without regarding what damage they suffered theweselthey pressed
forward, and thrust the enemy upon the tops of theuses; and when they
stumbled in the sharp and narrow streets, and pamgetually falling down,
they threw their stones or darts at them, and #sh@m. Now the very ruins
afforded them stones enow; and for iron weapons,dbad men of the
enemies' side afforded them what they wanted; fawohg the swords of
those that were dead, they made use of them taatidspuch as were only
half dead; nay, there were a great number who, tipainfalling down from
the tops of the houses, stabbed themselves, addafter that manner; nor
indeed was it easy for those that were beaten twaftk away; for they were
S0 unacquainted with the ways, and the dust walsiclo, that they wandered
about without knowing one another, and fell dowadlamong the crowd.

5. Those therefore that were able to find the waysof the city retired.
But now Vespasian always staid among those thag Wward set; for he was
deeply affected with seeing the ruins of the calfirig upon his army, and
forgot to take care of his own preservation. He twgngradually towards the
highest parts of the city before he was aware,\sas left in the midst of
dangers, having only a very few with him; for ev@s son Titus was not
with him at that time, having been then sent intriés to Mucianus.
However, he thought it not safe to fly, nor diddsteem it a fit thing for him
to do; but calling to mind the actions he had d&men his youth, and
recollecting his courage, as if he had been exdigda divine fury, he
covered himself and those that were with him withirt shields, and formed
a testudo over both their bodies and their armod, laore up against the
enemy's attacks, who came running down from the abphe city; and
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without showing any dread at the multitude of thennor of their darts, he
endured all, until the enemy took notice of thatirtk courage that was
within him, and remitted of their attacks; and wh#rey pressed less
zealously upon him, he retired, though without simpwhis back to them: till
he was gotten out of the walls of the city. Now r@ag number of the
Romans fell in this battle, among whom was Ebutths, decurion, a man
who appeared not only in this engagement, whereifely, but every where,
and in former engagements, to be of the truestagmjrand one that had
done very great mischief to the Jews. But there avaesnturion whose name
was Gallus, who, during this disorder, being encasspd about, he and ten
other soldiers privately crept into the house afestain person, where he
heard them talking at supper, what the people de@dnto do against the
Romans, or about themselves (for both the man hiirasd those with him
were Syrians). So he got up in the night time, antdall their throats, and
escaped, together with his soldiers, to the Romans.

6. And now Vespasian comforted his army, which wmash dejected by
reflecting on their ill success, and because they mever before fallen into
such a calamity, and besides this, because they weatly ashamed that
they had left their general alone in great dangAss.to what concerned
himself, he avoided to say any thing, that he mightho means seem to
complain of it; but he said that "we ought to beenfully what usually falls
out in war, and this, by considering what the matfrwar is, and how it can
never be that we must conquer without bloodshedusrown side; for there
stands about us that fortune which is of its owtureamutable; that while
they had killed so many ten thousands of the Jévey, had now paid their
small share of the reckoning to fate; and asthespart of weak people to be
too much puffed up with good success, so is itpde of cowards to be too
much aftrighted at that which is ill; for the chanfyjom the one to the other
is sudden on both sides; and he is the best wawntar is of a sober mind
under misfortunes, that he may continue in thatpemmand cheerfully
recover what had been lost formerly; and as fortviaa now happened, it
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was neither owing to their own effeminacy, norhe valor of the Jews, but
the difficulty of the place was the occasion ofithedvantage, and of our
disappointment. Upon reflecting on which matter amght blame your zeal
as perfectly ungovernable; for when the enemy edided to their highest
fastnesses, you ought to have restrained yoursedwesnot, by presenting
yourselves at the top of the city, to be exposedangers; but upon your
having obtained the lower parts of the city, yogluuto have provoked those
that had retired thither to a safe and settledeyatthereas, in rushing so
hastily upon victory, you took no care of your $afdut this incautiousness
in war, and this madness of zeal, is not a Romaximma/Nhile we perform
all that we attempt by skill and good order, thabgedure is the part of
barbarians, and is what the Jews chiefly supp@mtelves by. We ought
therefore to return to our own virtue, and to bieaangry than any longer
dejected at this unlucky misfortune, and let evene seek for his own
consolation from his own hand; for by this meansaileavenge those that
have been destroyed, and punish those that haeel kilem. For myself, |
will endeavor, as | have now done, to go first befgou against your
enemies in every engagement, and to be the lasieivas from it."

7. So Vespasian encouraged his army by this spdéetHor the people
of Gamala, it happened that they took courage flitla while, upon such
great and unaccountable success as they had hadhBa they considered
with themselves that they had now no hopes of anyg of accommodation,
and reflecting upon it that they could not get awayd that their provisions
began already to be short, they were exceeding$f dawn, and their
courage failed them; yet did they not neglect whaght be for their
preservation, so far as they were able, but the cmgageous among them
guarded those parts of the wall that were beatemdwhile the more infirm
did the same to the rest of the wall that still agmed round the city. And as
the Romans raised their banks, and attempted tantgethe city a second
time, a great many of them fled out of the cityotlgh impracticable valleys,
where no guards were placed, as also through sab&mus caverns; while
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those that were afraid of being caught, and fot thason staid in the city,
perished for want of food; for what food they haaswrought together from
all quarters, and reserved for the fighting men.

8. And these were the hard circumstances that doplp of Gamala
were in. But now Vespasian went about other workthsy by, during this
siege, and that was to subdue those that had sead Mount Tabor, a
place that lies in the middle between the greahmad Scythopolis, whose
top is elevated as high as thirty furlongs (2) anbardly to be ascended on
its north side; its top is a plain of twenty-sixlangs, and all encompassed
with a wall. Now Josephus erected this so long lhiwdorty days' time, and
furnished it with other materials, and with wateorh below, for the
inhabitants only made use of rain water. As theesftnere was a great
multitude of people gotten together upon this maimtVespasian sent
Placidus with six hundred horsemen thither. Nowitasas impossible for
him to ascend the mountain, he invited many of thermpeace, by the offer
of his right hand for their security, and of histercession for them.
Accordingly they came down, but with a treacherdasign, as well as he
had the like treacherous design upon them on ther ¢dide; for Placidus
spoke mildly to them, as aiming to take them, whengot them into the
plain; they also came down, as complying with meppsals, but it was in
order to fall upon him when he was not aware ofhawever, Placidus's
stratagem was too hard for theirs; for when thesJéeagan to fight, he
pretended to run away, and when they were in purduihe Romans, he
enticed them a great way along the plain, and thade his horsemen turn
back; whereupon he beat them, and slew a greatewaoflthem, and cut off
the retreat of the rest of the multitude, and hiadeheir return. So they left
Tabor, and fled to Jerusalem, while the peopldhefdountry came to terms
with him, for their water failed them, and so traslivered up the mountain
and themselves to Placidus.

9. But of the people of Gamala, those that weréhefbolder sort fled
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away and hid themselves, while the more infirm gieed by famine; but the
men of war sustained the siege till the two andntie¢h day of the month
Hyperberetmus, [Tisri,] when three soldiers of tifteenth legion, about the
morning watch, got under a high tower that was tieam, and undermined
it, without making any noise; nor when they eitbame to it, which was in
the night time, nor when they were under it, didst that guarded it
perceive them. These soldiers then upon their cpnavoided making a
noise, and when they had rolled away five of itergjest stones, they went
away hastily; whereupon the tower fell down on dd&n, with a very great
noise, and its guard fell headlong with it; so thaise that kept guard at
other places were under such disturbance, that rdueyaway; the Romans
also slew many of those that ventured to opposm, tleanong whom was
Joseph, who was slain by a dart, as he was rurawag over that part of the
wall that was broken down: but as those that werthe city were greatly
aftrighted at the noise, they ran hither and thjt@d a great consternation
fell upon them, as though all the enemy had falterat once upon them.
Then it was that Chares, who was ill, and underplngsician's hands, gave
up the ghost, the fear he was in greatly contnifguto make his distemper
fatal to him. But the Romans so well remembered t#oemer ill success,
that they did not enter the city till the three atwientieth day of the
forementioned month.

10. At which time Titus, who was now returned, obithe indignation
he had at the destruction the Romans had undengbile he was absent,
took two hundred chosen horsemen and some footntarhin, and entered
without noise into the city. Now as the watch pesred that he was coming,
they made a noise, and betook themselves to theis;aand as that his
entrance was presently known to those that wethancity, some of them
caught hold of their children and their wives, amndw them after them, and
fled away to the citadel, with lamentations andsriwhile others of them
went to meet Titus, and were killed perpetuallyt ®mmany of them as were
hindered from running up to the citadel, not knayvimhat in the world to
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do, fell among the Roman guards, while the grodnbase that were killed

were prodigiously great every where, and blooddewn over all the lower

parts of the city, from the upper. But then Vespashimself came to his
assistance against those that had fled to theetjtadd brought his whole
army with him; now this upper part of the city wagery way rocky, and

difficult of ascent, and elevated to a vast altgudnd very full of people on
all sides, and encompassed with precipices, whetfedyews cut off those
that came up to them, and did much mischief torstbg their darts, and the
large stones which they rolled down upon them, evthiey were themselves
so high that the enemy's darts could hardly reaemt However, there arose
such a Divine storm against them as was instrurhémteheir destruction;

this carried the Roman darts upon them, and maoetiwvhich they threw

return back, and drove them obliquely away frormthaor could the Jews
indeed stand upon their precipices, by reason efviblence of the wind,

having nothing that was stable to stand upon, ooidcthey see those that
were ascending up to them; so the Romans got ug@mdunded them, and
some they slew before they could defend themsehrekspthers as they were
delivering up themselves; and the remembrance adettihat were slain at
their former entrance into the city increased thage against them now; a
great number also of those that were surroundegl/ery side, and despaired
of escaping, threw their children and their wivasg themselves also, down
the precipices, into the valley beneath, whichrilea citadel, had been dug
hollow to a vast depth; but so it happened, thatdhger of the Romans
appeared not to be so extravagant as was the nsadht#®se that were now
taken, while the Romans slew but four thousand,redee the number of
those that had thrown themselves down was fourtmetbve thousand: nor

did any one escape except two women, who were dlighders of Philip,

and Philip himself was the son of a certain emimeah called Jacimus, who
had been general of king Agrippa's army; and thiidetherefore escape,
because they lay concealed from the rage of theadRernwhen the city was
taken; for otherwise they spared not so much asnflaats, of which many

were flung down by them from the citadel. And thwss Gamala taken on
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the three and twentieth day of the month Hyperleaet[Tisri,] whereas the
city had first revolted on the four and twentietlydf the month Gorpieus
[Elul].

Footnotes:

1. Here we have the exact situation of of Jeroboaat'she exit of Little
Jordan into Great Jordan, near the place callechibgput of old Dan.
See the note in Antig. B. VIII. ch. 8. sect. 4. RReland suspects flint
here we should read Dan instead of there beingherewvelse mention of
a place called Daphne.

2. These numbers in Josephus of thirty furlongs' adcetie top of Mount
Tabor, whether we estimate it by winding and grddoa by the
perpendicular altitude, and of twenty-six furlonggcumference upon
the top, as also fifteen furlongs for this ascemt Holybius, with
Geminus's perpendicular altitude of almost fourtkelongs, here noted
by Dr. Hudson, do none of' them agree with the entih testimony of
Mr. Maundrell, an eye-witness, p. 112, who saysvas not an hour in
getting up to the top of this Mount Tabor, and tti&t area of the top is
an oval of about two furlongs in length, and ondieadth. So | rather
suppose Josephus wrote three furlongs for the ascaititude, instead
of thirty; and six furlongs for the circumferencethe top, instead of
twenty-six,--since a mountain of only three furlsngerpendicular
altitude may easily require near an hour's as@mt,the circumference
of an oval of the foregoing quantity is near sixidngs. Nor certainly
could such a vast circumference as twenty-six ig$y or three miles
and a quarter, at that height be encompassed witialla including a
trench and other fortifications, (perhaps thosk timaining, ibid.) in
the small interval of forty days, as Josephus lsags they were by
himself.
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Chapter 2
The Surrender of Gischala

1. Now no place of Galilee remained to be takentbatsmall city of
Gischala, whose multitude yet were desirous of @edor they were
generally husbandmen, and always applied themsadvegltivate the fruits
of the earth. However, there were a great numtaridlonged to a band of
robbers, that were already corrupted, and had aregghong them, and some
of the governing part of the citizens were sicklid same distemper. It was
John, the son of a certain man whose name was tleati,drew them into
this rebellion, and encouraged them in it. He wasianing knave, and of a
temper that could put on various shapes; very iragxpecting great things,
and very sagacious in bringing about what he hdpedit was known to
every body that he was fond of war, in order taushthimself into authority;
and the seditious part of the people of Gischaleewader his management,
by whose means the populace, who seemed readyntbasrbassadors in
order to a surrender, waited for the coming of Rmmans in battle-array.
Vespasian sent against them Titus, with a thousansemen, but withdrew
the tenth legion to Scythopolis, while he returnedCesarea with the two
other legions, that he might allow them to refrdsdmselves after their long
and hard campaign, thinking withal that the plemntych was in those cities
would improve their bodies and their spirits, agaithe difficulties they
were to go through afterwards; for he saw therelavbe occasion for great
pains about Jerusalem, which was not yet takemausecit was the royal
city, and the principal city of the whole natiomdabecause those that had
run away from the war in other places got all thgetthither. It was also
naturally strong, and the walls that were builtrdut made him not a little
concerned about it. Moreover, he esteemed the hanwere in it to be so
courageous and bold, that even without the cordiider of the walls, it
would be hard to subdue them; for which reason duk tcare of and
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exercised his soldiers beforehand for the workthay do wrestlers before
they begin their undertaking.

2. Now Titus, as he rode ut to Gischala, foundauld be easy for him
to take the city upon the first onset; but knewhaif that if he took it by
force, the multitude would be destroyed by the isptdwithout mercy. (Now
he was already satiated with the shedding of blaad, pitied the major part,
who would then perish, without distinction, togetiath the guilty.) So he
was rather desirous the city might be surrendengdiou him on terms.
Accordingly, when he saw the wall full of those m#rat were of the
corrupted party, he said to them, That he couldbnbtwonder what it was
they depended on, when they alone staid to figatRlomans, after every
other city was taken by them, especially when thaye seen cities much
better fortified than theirs is overthrown by ageattack upon them; while
as many as have intrusted themselves to the seafrithe Romans' right
hands, which he now offers to them, without regagditheir former
insolence, do enjoy their own possessions in safetythat while they had
hopes of recovering their liberty, they might bedwmmed; but that their
continuance still in their opposition, when theyvsthat to be impossible,
was inexcusable; for that if they will not complythvsuch humane offers,
and right hands for security, they should have e&pee of such a war as
would spare nobody, and should soon be made serikdi their wall would
be but a trifle, when battered by the Roman madhime depending on
which they demonstrate themselves to be the onlleG@as that were no
better than arrogant slaves and captives.

3. Now none of the populace durst not only makepdyt but durst not
so much as get upon the wall, for it was all takenby the robbers, who
were also the guard at the gates, in order to pteamy of the rest from
going out, in order to propose terms of submisseng from receiving any
of the horsemen into the city. But John returnemisTthis answer: That for
himself he was content to hearken to his proposald,that he would either
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persuade or force those that refused them. Yetaltethat Titus ought to
have such regard to the Jewish law, as to gramh {kave to celebrate that
day, which was the seventh day of the week, on lwhievas unlawful not
only to remove their arms, but even to treat ofcpealso; and that even the
Romans were not ignorant how the period of the rséwvday was among
them a cessation from all labors; and that he wimulsl compel them to
transgress the law about that day would be equalifty with those that
were compelled to transgress it: and that this ydedlauld be of no
disadvantage to him; for why should any body trehkloing any thing in the
night, unless it was to fly away? which he mighgyant by placing his camp
round about them; and that they should think iteagpoint gained, if they
might not be obliged to transgress the laws ofrtb@untry; and that it would
be a right thing for him, who designed to grantnthpeace, without their
expectation of such a favor, to preserve the lalwghose they saved
inviolable. Thus did this man put a trick upon Eitinot so much out of
regard to the seventh day as to his own presendto he was afraid lest he
should be quite deserted if the city should bertak@d had his hopes of life
in that night, and in his flight therein. Now thiasas the work of God, who
therefore preserved this John, that he might bongthe destruction of
Jerusalem; as also it was his work that Titus wavaled with by this
pretense for a delay, and that he pitched his chumper off the city at
Cydessa. This Cydessa was a strong Mediterrandageviof the Tyrians,
which always hated and made war against the Jawsad also a great
number of inhabitants, and was well fortified, whimade it a proper place
for such as were enemies to the Jewish nation.

4. Now, in the night time, when John saw that thees no Roman
guard about the city, he seized the opportunitgadiy, and, taking with him
not only the armed men that where about him, bedresiderable number of
those that had little to do, together with themmiies, he fled to Jerusalem.
And indeed, though the man was making haste toagety, and was
tormented with fears of being a captive, or of ngshis life, yet did he
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prevail with himself to take out of the city alomgth him a multitude of
women and children, as far as twenty furlongs;thaete he left them as he
proceeded further on his journey, where thoseweae left behind made sad
lamentations; for the farther every one of them wame from his own
people, the nearer they thought themselves to lleeio enemies. They also
affrighted themselves with this thought, that thegso would carry them
into captivity were just at hand, and still turné@mselves back at the mere
noise they made themselves in this their hastytligs if those from whom
they fled were just upon them. Many also of themmsad their ways, and the
earnestness of such as aimed to outgo the resv thoern many of them.
And indeed there was a miserable destruction mdd#heo women and
children; while some of them took courage to cakkit husbands and
kinsmen back, and to beseech them, with the b#téaenentations, to stay
for them; but John's exhortation, who cried outntem to save themselves,
and fly away, prevailed. He said also, that if B@mans should seize upon
those whom they left behind, they would be revengedhem for it. So this
multitude that run thus away was dispersed abraadording as each of
them was able to run, one faster or slower thathano

5. Now on the next day Titus came to the wall, takenthe agreement;
whereupon the people opened their gates to himcane out to him, with
their children and wives, and made acclamationsyfo him, as to one that
had been their benefactor, and had delivered tlyeocit of custody; they
also informed him of John's flight, and besougimh hd spare them, and to
come in, and bring the rest of those that wererfioovations to punishment.
But Titus, not so much regarding the supplicatiohthe people, sent part of
his horsemen to pursue after John, but they coatdowertake him, for he
was gotten to Jerusalem before; they also slevineiMsand of the women
and children who went out with him, but returneatihaand brought with
them almost three thousand. However, Titus wastlgreepleased that he
had not been able to bring this John, who had @elddm, to punishment;
yet he had captives enough, as well as the codupsst of the city, to
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satisfy his anger, when it missed of John. So hered the city in the midst
of acclamations of joy; and when he had given arderthe soldiers to pull
down a small part of the wall, as of a city takanwiar, he repressed those
that had disturbed the city rather by threatenthgs by executions; for he
thought that many would accuse innocent persornspfbtheir own private
animosities and quarrels, if he should attemptistirdjuish those that were
worthy of punishment from the rest; and that it vimedter to let a guilty
person alone in his fears, that to destroy with lany one that did not
deserve it; for that probably such a one mightaugiht prudence, by the fear
of the punishment he had deserved, and have a shpore him for his
former offenses, when he had been forgiven; butttlepunishment of such
as have been once put to death could never bewedti However, he placed
a garrison in the city for its security, by whicleams he should restrain those
that were for innovations, and should leave thdsat wwere peaceably
disposed in greater security. And thus was all I&altaken, but this not till
after it had cost the Romans much pains beforeuldcbe taken by them.
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Chapter 3

John of Gischala

1. Now upon John's entry into Jerusalem, the wholdy of the people
were in an uproar, and ten thousand of them crovadbedit every one of the
fugitives that were come to them, and inquiredh&m what miseries had
happened abroad, when their breath was so shartha@n and quick, that of
itself it declared the great distress they wereyet; did they talk big under
their misfortunes, and pretended to say that tlae/riot fled away from the
Romans, but came thither in order to fight themhviéss hazard; for that it
would be an unreasonable and a fruitless thinghfm to expose themselves
to desperate hazards about Gischala, and such oee& whereas they
ought to lay up their weapons and their zeal, agsemve it for their
metropolis. But when they related to them the tgkoh Gischala, and their
decent departure, as they pretended, from thaeplaany of the people
understood it to be no better than a flight; anpeeslly when the people
were told of those that were made captives, thag wegreat confusion, and
guessed those things to be plain indications they should be taken also.
But for John, he was very little concerned for thegxom he had left behind
him, but went about among all the people, and @elsd them to go to war,
by the hopes he gave them. He affirmed that trerafof the Romans were
in a weak condition, and extolled his own power. #s0 jested upon the
ignorance of the unskillful, as if those Romansh@igh they should take to
themselves wings, could never fly over the wallJefusalem, who found
such great difficulties in taking the villages oélitee, and had broken their
engines of war against their walls.

2. These harangues of John's corrupted a greabpé#re young men,

and puffed them up for the war; but as to the npouglent part, and those in
years, there was not a man of them but foresaw whatcoming, and made
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lamentation on that account, as if the city wasay undone; and in this
confusion were the people. But then it must be lesk that the multitude

that came out of the country were at discord befbeeJerusalem sedition
began; for Titus went from Gischala to Cesates,\&ggpasian from Cesarea
to Jamnia and Azotus, and took them both; and wieshad put garrisons
into them, he came back with a great number ofptaple, who were come
over to him, upon his giving them his right handtfeeir preservation. There
were besides disorders and civil wars in every, eihd all those that were at
quiet from the Romans turned their hands one agaimsther. There was
also a bitter contest between those that were ébrehr, and those that were
desirous for peace. At the first this quarrelsormmger caught hold of

private families, who could not agree among theweselafter which those

people that were the dearest to one another bhakeagh all restraints with

regard to each other, and every one associatedhatie of his own opinion,

and began already to stand in opposition one tahanoso that seditions
arose every where, while those that were for intioma, and were desirous
of war, by their youth and boldness, were too Hardhe aged and prudent
men. And, in the first place, all the people ofrgvelace betook themselves
to rapine; after which they got together in bodiasprder to rob the people
of the country, insomuch that for barbarity andyuity those of the same
nation did no way differ from the Romans; nay, eesied to be a much
lighter thing to be ruined by the Romans than @nikelves.

3. Now the Roman garrisons, which guarded the s;ifp@artly out of
their uneasiness to take such trouble upon thethpartly out of the hatred
they bare to the Jewish nation, did little or nothitowards relieving the
miserable, till the captains of these troops ofbeis, being satiated with
rapines in the country, got all together from alrtp, and became a band of
wickedness, and all together crept into Jerusakmch was now become a
city without a governor, and, as the ancient custoas, received without
distinction all that belonged to their nation; atiése they then received,
because all men supposed that those who cametsattathe city came out
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of kindness, and for their assistance, althougketheery men, besides the
seditions they raised, were otherwise the diregseaf the city's destruction
also; for as they were an unprofitable and a usetegltitude, they spent

those provisions beforehand which might otherwiaeehbeen sufficient for

the fighting men. Moreover, besides the bringingobrthe war, they were

the occasions of sedition and famine therein.

4. There were besides these other robbers that oatmaf the country,
and came into the city, and joining to them thadsat twere worse than
themselves, omitted no kind of barbarity; for theéigd not measure their
courage by their rapines and plunderings only, prgceded as far as
murdering men; and this not in the night time avately, or with regard to
ordinary men, but did it openly in the day timedamegan with the most
eminent persons in the city; for the first man thesddled with was Antipas,
one of the royal lineage, and the most potent nrarthe whole city,
insomuch that the public treasures were commitiguld care; him they took
and confined; as they did in the next place to &syva person of great note,
with Sophas, the son of Raguel, both which wereogél lineage also. And
besides these, they did the same to the princigal af the country. This
caused a terrible consternation among the peopkd,eaeryone contented
himself with taking care of his own safety, as thweyuld do if the city had
been taken in war.

5. But these were not satisfied with the bonds which they had put
the men forementioned; nor did they think it safiethem to keep them thus
in custody long, since they were men very poweréuld had numerous
families of their own that were able to avenge thé&lay, they thought the
very people would perhaps be so moved at thesestupjoceedings, as to
rise in a body against them; it was therefore resblto have them slain
accordingly, they sent one John, who was the mosidy-minded of them
all, to do that execution: this man was also calteé son of Dorcas," (1) in
the language of our country. Ten more men wentcgaleith him into the
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prison, with their swords drawn, and so they cw& throats of those that
were in custody there. The grand lying pretencesghmen made for so
flagrant an enormity was this, that these men hedl donferences with the
Romans for a surrender of Jerusalem to them; artlkdesosaid they had slain
only such as were traitors to their common libettypon the whole, they
grew the more insolent upon this bold prank ofreas though they had
been the benefactors and saviors of the city.

6. Now the people were come to that degree of nessnand fear, and
these robbers to that degree of madness, that thsséook upon them to
appoint high priests. (2) So when they had disdaduthe succession,
according to those families out of which the higregts used to be made,
they ordained certain unknown and ignoble personshfat office, that they
might have their assistance in their wicked und@mgs; for such as
obtained this highest of all honors, without angeate were forced to comply
with those that bestowed it on them. They alsotlset principal men at
variance one with another, by several sorts ofre@rices and tricks, and
gained the opportunity of doing what they pleassdthe mutual quarrels of
those who might have obstructed their measurdsattilength, when they
were satiated with the unjust actions they had dmweards men, they
transferred their contumelious behavior to God kilinsand came into the
sanctuary with polluted feet.

7. And now the multitude were going to rise agathsim already; for
Ananus, the ancientest of the high priests, peeiddem to it. He was a
very prudent man, and had perhaps saved the cibe itould but have
escaped the hands of those that plotted against Thse men made the
temple of God a strong hold for them, and a plab&h&r they might resort,
in order to avoid the troubles they feared fromplkeple; the sanctuary was
now become a refuge, and a shop of tyranny. Theymixed jesting among
the miseries they introduced, which was more im&diie than what they did;
for in order to try what surprise the people wobédunder, and how far their
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own power extended, they undertook to dispose efhigh priesthood by
casting lots for it, whereas, as we have said dired was to descend by
succession in a family. The pretense they madéhferstrange attempt was
an ancient practice, while they said that of old/iéis determined by lot; but
in truth, it was no better than a dissolution of @mdeniable law, and a
cunning contrivance to seize upon the governmegriyeld from those that
presumed to appoint governors as they themseleasqdl.

8. Hereupon they sent for one of the pontificabds, which is called
Eniachim, (3) and cast lots which of it should be high priest. By fortune
the lot so fell as to demonstrate their iniquitieathe plainest manner, for it
fell upon one whose name was Phannias, the sommlué, of the village
Aphtha. He was a man not only unworthy of the ipgksthood, but that did
not well know what the high priesthood was, sucheaxe rustic was he ! yet
did they hail this man, without his own consent, ofuthe country, as if they
were acting a play upon the stage, and adornedniiima counterfeit thee;
they also put upon him the sacred garments, and @w@ry occasion
instructed him what he was to do. This horrid pietwickedness was sport
and pastime with them, but occasioned the oth&st®j who at a distance
saw their law made a jest of, to shed tears, arglystament the dissolution
of such a sacred dignity.

9. And now the people could no longer bear the lem® of this
procedure, but did all together run zealously, deo to overthrow that
tyranny; and indeed they were Gorion the son oé@dlss, and Symeon the
son of Gamaliel, (4) who encouraged them, by gaimgnd down when they
were assembled together in crowds, and as theytlsaw alone, to bear no
longer, but to inflict punishment upon these pemtsl plagues of their
freedom, and to purge the temple of these bloodiuteos of it. The best
esteemed also of the high priests, Jesus the sGamilas, and Ananus the
son of Ananus when they were at their assembligi®rly reproached the
people for their sloth, and excited them againstzbalots; for that was the
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name they went by, as if they were zealous in goudertakings, and were
not rather zealous in the worst actions, and eagiauat in them beyond the
example of others.

10. And now, when the multitude were gotten togetbean assembly,
and every one was in indignation at these menzngeupon the sanctuary,
at their rapine and murders, but had not yet babam attacks upon them,
(the reason of which was this, that they imagirted be a difficult thing to
suppress these zealots, as indeed the case was\ig\stood in the midst of
them, and casting his eyes frequently at the tenaid having a flood of
tears in his eyes, he said, "Certainly it had bgeod for me to die before |
had seen the house of God full of so many abonaingtior these sacred
places, that ought not to be trodden upon at randidied with the feet of
these blood-shedding villains; yet do I, who amtlaal with the vestments
of the high priesthood, and am called by that mvesterable name [of high
priest], still live, and am but too fond of livingnd cannot endure to undergo
a death which would be the glory of my old age; &t were the only
person concerned, and as it were in a desert, ldagive up my life, and
that alone for God's sake; for to what purposé ts live among a people
insensible of their calamities, and where themeoisiotion remaining of any
remedy for the miseries that are upon them? fomwja are seized upon,
you bear it! and when you are beaten, you aretsiggr when the people are
murdered, nobody dare so much as send out a gpmanyb O bitter tyranny
that we are under! But why do | complain of theatyis? Was it not you, and
your sufferance of them, that have nourished th&##3 it not you that
overlooked those that first of all got together, floey were then but a few,
and by your silence made them grow to be many;mndonniving at them
when they took arms, in effect armed them agaiastselves? You ought to
have then prevented their first attempts, when tiellya reproaching your
relations; but by neglecting that care in time, ywave encouraged these
wretches to plunder men. When houses were pillageody said a word,
which was the occasion why they carried off the exsrof those houses; and
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when they were drawn through the midst of the aighody came to their
assistance. They then proceeded to put those wlnnnmhave betrayed into
their hands into bonds. | do not say how many a@nhat characters those
men were whom they thus served; but certainly tiveye such as were
accused by none, and condemned by none; and soho®y succored them
when they were put into bonds, the consequencethaisyou saw the same
persons slain. We have seen this also; so thatitstilbest of the herd of
brute animals, as it were, have been still led ¢oshcrificed, when yet
nobody said one word, or moved his right hand lf@irtpreservation. Will
you bear, therefore, will you bear to see your sary trampled on? and
will you lay steps for these profane wretches, uptich they may mount to
higher degrees of insolence? Will not you plucknthdown from their
exaltation? for even by this time they had procdedehigher enormities, if
they had been able to overthrow any thing gredu@n the sanctuary. They
have seized upon the strongest place of the whtyleyou may call it the
temple, if you please, though it be like a citagiefortress. Now, while you
have tyranny in so great a degree walled in, ardyser enemies over your
heads, to what purpose is it to take counsel? dmat Wwave you to support
your minds withal? Perhaps you wait for the Romamat they may protect
our holy places: are our matters then brought &b plass? and are we come
to that degree of misery, that our enemies therasedve expected to pity us?
O wretched creatures! will not you rise up and tupon those that strike
you? which you may observe in wild beasts themsegltkat they will
avenge themselves on those that strike them. \&tillnot call to mind, every
one of you, the calamities you yourselves haveesedf? nor lay before your
eyes what afflictions you yourselves have undergoaed will not such
things sharpen your souls to revenge? Is thergf@aemost honorable and
most natural of our passions utterly lost, | mdam desire of liberty? Truly
we are in love with slavery, and in love with thdkat lord it over us, as if
we had received that principle of subjection froom ancestors; yet did they
undergo many and great wars for the sake of libenty were they so far
overcome by the power of the Egyptians, or the Medat that still they did
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what they thought fit, notwithstanding their commdario the contrary. And
what occasion is there now for a war with the Rosf?aft meddle not with
determining whether it be an advantageous andtabdéi war or not.) What
pretense is there for it? Is it not that we maywegmur liberty? Besides, shall
we not bear the lords of the habitable earth téob#s over us, and yet bear
tyrants of our own country? Although | must say ttlsabmission to
foreigners may be borne, because fortune hathdslr@@aomed us to it, while
submission to wicked people of our own nation & tmmanly, and brought
upon us by our own consent. However, since | hagkedtcasion to mention
the Romans, | will not conceal a thing that, aslspeaking, comes into my
mind, and affects me considerably; it is this, tthaugh we should be taken
by them, (God forbid the event should be so!) yat we undergo nothing
that will be harder to be borne than what these hmre already brought
upon us. How then can we avoid shedding of teahgnvwe see the Roman
donations in our temple, while we withal see thoseur own nation taking
our spoils, and plundering our glorious metropoasd slaughtering our
men, from which enormities those Romans themselweald have
abstained? to see those Romans never going belienblounds allotted to
profane persons, nor venturing to break in upon@nyur sacred customs;
nay, having a horror on their minds when they viatwva distance those
sacred walls; while some that have been born ia Wery country, and
brought up in our customs, and called Jews, do aadut in the midst of the
holy places, at the very time when their hands sié warm with the
slaughter of their own countrymen. Besides, can@mgy be afraid of a war
abroad, and that with such as will have compartivauch greater
moderation than our own people have? For trulyweafmay suit our words to
the things they represent, it is probable one negdfter find the Romans to
be the supporters of our laws, and those withirselues the subverters of
them. And now | am persuaded that every one of yene comes satisfied
before | speak that these overthrowers of our tikerdeserve to be
destroyed, and that nobody can so much as devmehiahment that they
have not deserved by what they have done, andythatare all provoked
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against them by those their wicked actions, wheyme have suffered so
greatly. But perhaps many of you are aftrightedhat multitude of those
zealots, and at their audaciousness, as well dseahdvantage they have
over us in their being higher in place than we &rethese circumstances, as
they have been occasioned by your negligence, Hothely become still
greater by being still longer neglected; for theultitude is every day
augmented, by every ill man's running away to thdsat are like to
themselves, and their audaciousness is thereflaenad, because they meet
with no obstruction to their designs. And for thiigher place, they will
make use of it for engines also, if we give themetito do so; but be assured
of this, that if we go up to fight them, they wile made tamer by their own
consciences, and what advantages they have ineigathof their situation
they will lose by the opposition of their reasomripaps also God himself,
who hath been affronted by them, will make whatytbh@ow at us return
against themselves, and these impious wretchesbwililled by their own
darts: let us but make our appearance before thaeoh,they will come to
nothing. However, it is a right thing, if there siteb be any danger in the
attempt, to die before these holy gates, and todspar very lives, if not for
the sake of our children and wives, yet for Godlses and for the sake of his
sanctuary. | will assist you both with my counsadl avith my hand; nor shall
any sagacity of ours be wanting for your suppaot; shall you see that | will
be sparing of my body neither."

11. By these motives Ananus encouraged the mudtitadjo against the
zealots, although he knew how difficult it would Ibe disperse them,
because of their multitude, and their youth, arel ¢burage of their souls;
but chiefly because of their consciousness of ey had done, since they
would not yield, as not so much as hoping for pardothe last for those
their enormities. However, Ananus resolved to ugdexhatever sufferings
might come upon him, rather than overlook thingsyrihey were in such
great confusion. So the multitude cried out to hion|ead them on against
those whom he had described in his exhortatiorhéont and every one of
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them was most readily disposed to run any hazardtsekver on that
account.

12. Now while Ananus was choosing out his men, @urtting those that
were proper for his purpose in array for fightititge zealots got information
of his undertaking, (for there were some who werthem, and told them all
that the people were doing,) and were irritated, aand leaping out of the
temple in crowds, and by parties, spared none wtimy met with. Upon
this Ananus got the populace together on the suydddm were more
numerous indeed than the zealots, but inferiohémtin arms, because they
had not been regularly put into array for fightimgst the alacrity that every
body showed supplied all their defects on bothssidee citizens taking up
SO great a passion as was stronger than arms, emvdnd a degree of
courage from the temple more forcible than any modlée whatsoever; and
indeed these citizens thought it was not possinéhfem to dwell in the city,
unless they could cut off the robbers that weri. ilthe zealots also thought
that unless they prevailed, there would be no fpumént so bad but it would
be inflicted on them. So their conflicts were cocigdl by their passions; and
at the first they only cast stones at each othethéncity, and before the
temple, and threw their javelins at a distance;vlen either of them were
too hard for the other, they made use of their d&/cand great slaughter was
made on both sides, and a great number were wourdedor the dead
bodies of the people, their relations carried tloemto their own houses; but
when any of the zealots were wounded, he went tg time temple, and
defiled that sacred floor with his blood, insomublat one may say it was
their blood alone that polluted our sanctuary. Niomthese conflicts the
robbers always sallied out of the temple, and w@pehard for their enemies;
but the populace grew very angry, and became mudenzore numerous,
and reproached those that gave back, and thosado&ould not afford
room to those that were going off, but forced themagain, till at length
they made their whole body to turn against theweasharies, and the robbers
could no longer oppose them, but were forced gr@dta retire into the
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temple; when Ananus and his party fell into itre# same time together with
them. (5) This horribly affrighted the robbers, @ese it deprived them of

the first court; so they fled into the inner courtmediately, and shut the

gates. Now Ananus did not think fit to make anyaehkt against the holy

gates, although the other threw their stones and dathem from above. He
also deemed it unlawful to introduce the multitutk® that court before they

were purified; he therefore chose out of them wlldi six thousand armed

men, and placed them as guards in the cloister$iese was a succession of
such guards one after another, and every one wasdfdo attend in his

course; although many of the chief of the city weigmissed by those that
then took on them the government, upon their hisogne of the poorer sort,

and sending them to keep the guard in their stead.

13. Now it was John who, as we told you, ran awaynfGischala, and
was the occasion of all these being destroyed. B& avman of great cratft,
and bore about him in his soul a strong passioer dftranny, and at a
distance was the adviser in these actions; andedhds this time he
pretended to be of the people's opinion, and wérdbmut with Ananus
when he consulted the great men every day, angeimight time also when
he went round the watch; but he divulged their esiscto the zealots, and
every thing that the people deliberated about wasib means known to
their enemies, even before it had been well agupea by themselves. And
by way of contrivance how he might not be broughtb isuspicion, he
cultivated the greatest friendship possible wittams, and with the chief of
the people; yet did this overdoing of his turn agaihim, for he flattered
them so extravagantly, that he was but the morpesiisd; and his constant
attendance every where, even when he was not antatdoe present, made
him strongly suspected of betraying their secretgshie enemy; for they
plainly perceived that they understood all the igmns taken against them
at their consultations. Nor was there any one wkitay had so much reason
to suspect of that discovery as this John; yet ivast easy to get quit of
him, so potent was he grown by his wicked practieswas also supported
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by many of those eminent men, who were to be ctegulpon all
considerable affairs; it was therefore thought seable to oblige him to
give them assurance of his good-will upon oathpediogly John took such
an oath readily, that he would be on the peopids, sand would not betray
any of their counsels or practices to their enepaesd would assist them in
overthrowing those that attacked them, and thal lbgt his hand and his
advice. So Ananus and his party believed his catld,did now receive him
to their consultations without further suspiciomynso far did they believe
him, that they sent him as their ambassador intotéimple to the zealots,
with proposals of accommodation; for they were veegirous to avoid the
pollution of the temple as much as they possiblyld¢doand that no one of
their nation should be slain therein.

14. But now this John, as if his oath had been madble zealots, and
for confirmation of his good-will to them, and nagainst them, went into
the temple, and stood in the midst of them, an#epa follows: That he had
run many hazards o, their accounts, and in ordésttthem know of every
thing that was secretly contrived against them Imaus and his party; but
that both he and they should be cast into the masinent danger, unless
some providential assistance were afforded themthfat Ananus made no
longer delay, but had prevailed with the peoplesémd ambassadors to
Vespasian, to invite him to come presently and thkecity; and that he had
appointed a fast for the next day against themt{ thay might obtain
admission into the temple on a religious accountgain it by force, and
fight with them there; that he did not see how Itimgy could either endure a
siege, or how they could fight against so many eeenHe added further,
that it was by the providence of God he was himsatiit as an ambassador to
them for an accommodation; for that Artanus diddfme offer them such
proposals, that he might come upon them when trere wnarmed; that they
ought to choose one of these two methods, eitheitéocede with those that
guarded them, to save their lives, or to provideesdoreign assistance for
themselves; that if they fostered themselves vighitopes of pardon, in case
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they were subdued, they had forgotten what despénaigs they had done,
or could suppose, that as soon as the actors ezhahbse that had suffered
by them must be presently reconciled to them; wthlese that have done
injuries, though they pretend to repent of there, faequently hated by the
others for that sort of repentance; and that thfei®rs, when they get the
power into their hands, are usually still more sewgon the actors; that the
friends and kindred of those that had been dedfrayauld always be laying
plots against them; and that a large body of peeopee very angry on
account of their gross breaches of their laws, glhegal] judicatures,
insomuch that although some part might commisetam, those would be
guite overborne by the majority.

Footnotes:

1. This name Dorcas in Greek, was Tabitha in Hebrew8yrac, as Acts
9:36. Accordingly, some of the manuscripts sebivd here Tabetha or
Tabeta. Nor can the context in Josephus be madbyositipposing the
reading to have been this: "The son of Tabithaciwhin the language of
our country, denotes Dorcas" [or a doe].

2. Here we may discover the utter disgrace and ruith@thigh priesthood
among the Jews, when undeserving, ignoble, and paisons were
advanced to that holy office by the seditious; \whsort of high priests,
as Josephus well remarks here, were thereuponedbl@comply with
and assist those that advanced them in their impnactices. The
names of these high priests, or rather ridiculoud profane persons,
were Jesus the son of Damneus, Jesus the son dl@kmatthias the
son of Theophilus, and that prodigious ignoramuanras, the son of
Samuel; all whom we shall meet with in Josephugisé history of this
war; nor do we meet with any other so much as pdsieé high priest
after Phannias, till Jerusalem was taken and desiro

3. This tribe or course of the high priests, or paekere called Eniachim,
seems to the learned Mr. Lowth, one well versediosephus, to be that
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1 Chronicles 24:12, "the course of Jakim," whemaesa@opies have" the
course of Eliakim;" and | think this to be by noans an improbable
conjecture.

. This Symeon, the son of Gamaliel, is mentionechasptesident of the
Jewish sanhedrim, and one that perished in theudgisin of Jerusalem,
by the Jewish Rabbins, as Reland observes onldus.He also tells us
that those Rabbins mention one Jesus the son o&ldaas once a high
priest, but this long before the destruction ofudalem; so that if he
were the same person with this Jesus the son ofa@adosephus, he
must have lived to be very old, or they have besy bad chronologers.
. It is worth noting here, that this Ananus, the lwddhe Jews at this time,
and the high priest, who was so very uneasy aptb@anation of the
Jewish courts of the temple by the zealots, didhwatever scruple the
profanation of the "court of the Gentiles;" as ur &avior's days it was
very much profaned by the Jews; and made a mal&egpnay, a "den
of thieves," without scruple, Matthew 21:12, 13; rklall:15-17.
Accordingly Josephus himself, when he speaks ofwleinner courts,
calls them both hagia or holy places; but, so &at eemember, never
gives that character of the court of the Gentifee B. V. ch. 9. sect. 2.

29



Chapter 4

The Idumeans Came to Jerusalem

1. Now, by this crafty speech, John made the zealfraid; yet durst he
not directly name what foreign assistance he méattin a covert way only
intimated at the Idumeans. But now, that he mighntigularly irritate the
leaders of the zealots, he calumniated Ananus,hhavas about a piece of
barbarity, and did in a special manner threatemth€&hese leaders were
Eleazar, the son of Simon, who seemed the mossiplauman of them all,
both in considering what was fit to be done, anthaexecution of what he
had determined upon, and Zacharias, the son ofeRhaloth of whom
derived their families from the priests. Now whéegde two men had heard,
not only the common threatenings which belongedhtam all, but those
peculiarly leveled against themselves; and besitdews; Artanus and his
party, in order to secure their own dominion, hadited the Romans to
come to them, for that also was part of John'shiey hesitated a great while
what they should do, considering the shortnessheftime by which they
were straitened; because the people were preparaithck them very soon,
and because the suddenness of the plot laid aghemst had almost cut off
all their hopes of getting any foreign assistariloethey might be under the
height of their afflictions before any of their dederates could be informed
of it. However, it was resolved to call in the |deams; so they wrote a short
letter to this effect: That Ananus had imposed ba people, and was
betraying their metropolis to the Romans; that ttlgmselves had revolted
from the rest, and were in custody in the temple, account of the
preservation of their liberty; that there was bghaall time left wherein they
might hope for their deliverance; and that unlebsyt would come
immediately to their assistance, they should thémsebe soon in the power
of Artanus, and the city would be in the power lné tRomans. They also
charged the messengers to tell many more circucesatio the rulers of the
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Idumeans. Now there were two active men proposedhi® carrying this
message, and such as were able to speak, andsimagerthem that things
were in this posture, and, what was a qualificablh more necessary than
the former, they were very swift of foot; for thémew well enough that
these would immediately comply with their desires being ever a
tumultuous and disorderly nation, always on thectvatpon every motion,
delighting in mutations; and upon your flatterirftein ever so little, and
petitioning them, they soon take their arms, andtipemselves into motion,
and make haste to a battle, as if it were to a.f@&ere was indeed occasion
for quick despatch in the carrying of this messagewhich point the
messengers were no way defective. Both their navees Ananias; and they
soon came to the rulers of the Idumeans.

2. Now these rulers were greatly surprised at th@ents of the letter,
and at what those that came with it further toldnth whereupon they ran
about the nation like madmen, and made proclamatianthe people should
come to war; so a multitude was suddenly got tagetbooner indeed than
the time appointed in the proclamation, and evegylcaught up their arms,
in order to maintain the liberty of their metrompland twenty thousand of
them were put into battle-array, and came to J&osaunder four
commanders, John, and Jacob the son of Sosas; esided® these were
Simon, the son of Cathlas, and Phineas, the sQtusbthus.

3. Now this exit of the messengers was not knowheeto Ananus or to
the guards, but the approach of the Idumeans wawrkrio him; for as he
knew of it before they came, he ordered the gatdsetshut against them,
and that the walls should be guarded. Yet did mobyany means think of
fighting against them, but, before they came towsloto try what
persuasions would do. Accordingly, Jesus, the tlafethe high priests next
to Artanus, stood upon the tower that was overrejdhem, and said thus:
"Many troubles indeed, and those of various kiig@sie fallen upon this city,
yet in none of them have | so much wondered affdrune as now, when
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you are come to assist wicked men, and this aftemanner very

extraordinary; for | see that you are come to supijhe vilest of men against
us, and this with so great alacrity, as you cowdlly put on the like, in case
our metropolis had called you to her assistancéenagharbarians. And if |

had perceived that your army was composed of nmenunto those who
invited them, | had not deemed your attempt so rahgar nothing does so
much cement the minds of men together as the edliimere is between their
manners. But now for these men who have invited, ybiyou were to

examine them one by one, every one of them wouldobed to have

deserved ten thousand deaths; for the very ragaaiid offscouring of the
whole country, who have spent in debauchery them substance, and, by
way of trial beforehand, have madly plundered tamgmboring villages and
cities, in the upshot of all, have privately rumgéther into this holy city.

They are robbers, who by their prodigious wickednleave profaned this
most sacred floor, and who are to be now seen idgrtkemselves drunk in
the sanctuary, and expending the spoils of thosawihey have slaughtered
upon their unsatiable bellies. As for the multitubat is with you, one may
see them so decently adorned in their armor, wsuild become them to be
had their metropolis called them to her assistaaganst foreigners. What
can a man call this procedure of yours but thetspidiortune, when he sees
a whole nation coming to protect a sink of wickerketehes? | have for a
good while been in doubt what it could possiblyth& should move you to
do this so suddenly; because certainly you wouldtalce on your armor on
the behalf of robbers, and against a people otkiyou, without some very
great cause for your so doing. But we have an itea the Romans are
pretended, and that we are supposed to be goibgttay this city to them;

for some of your men have lately made a clamor abomase matters, and
have said they are come to set their metropolis. fdow we cannot but
admire at these wretches in their devising sucie @d this against us; for
they knew there was no other way to irritate agaiurss men that were
naturally desirous of liberty, and on that accotln& best disposed to fight
against foreign enemies, but by framing a talef agiwere going to betray
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that most desirable thing, liberty. But you ougbtconsider what sort of
people they are that raise this calumny, and agaihat sort of people that
calumny is raised, and to gather the truth of thjmmpt by fictitious speeches,
but out of the actions of both parties; for whatasion is there for us to sell
ourselves to the Romans, while it was in our pongdrto have revolted from
them at the first, or when we had once revoltedawee returned under their
dominion again, and this while the neighboring does were not yet laid
waste? whereas it is not an easy thing to be rdednio the Romans, if we
were desirous of it, now they have subdued Galded, are thereby become
proud and insolent; and to endeavor to please Htdhe time when they are
S0 near us, would bring such a reproach upon weeas worse than death.
As for myself, indeed, | should have preferred peaith them before death;
but now we have once made war upon them, and foughtthem, | prefer
death, with reputation, before living in captivispnder them. But further,
whether do they pretend that we, who are the ruletee people, have sent
thus privately to the Romans, or hath it been donéhe common suffrages
of the people? If it be ourselves only that havedi, let them name those
friends of ours that have been sent, as our sexyvantmanage this treachery.
Hath any one been caught as he went out on tlaadror seized upon as he
came back? Are they in possession of our letters@ ldould we be
concealed from such a vast number of our fellowaits, among whom we
are conversant every hour, while what is done pelyan the country is, it
seems, known by the zealots, who are but few in baimand under
confinement also, and are not able to come out@teémple into the city. Is
this the first time that they are become sensile lihey ought to be
punished for their insolent actions? For while éhexen were free from the
fear they are now under, there was no suspicigedathat any of us were
traitors. But if they lay this charge against treople, this must have been
done at a public consultation, and not one of #@ppe must have dissented
from the rest of the assembly; in which case thilipdame of this matter
would have come to you sooner than any particuldication. But how
could that be? Must there not then have been amathass sent to confirm
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the agreements? And let them tell us who this asdmhy was that was
ordained for that purpose. But this is no othentharetense of such men as
are loath to die, and are laboring to escape thaseshments that hang over
them; for if fate had determined that this city wasbe betrayed into its
enemies' hands, no other than these men that agsdaksely could have the
impudence to do it, there being no wickedness wgnto complete their
impudent practices but this only, that they becdméors. And now you
Idumeans are come hither already with your armis,ybur duty, in the first
place, to be assisting to your metropolis, andoto yith us in cutting off
those tyrants that have infringed the rules of regular tribunals, that have
trampled upon our laws, and made their swords therators of right and
wrong; for they have seized upon men of great enu@eand under no
accusation, as they stood in the midst of the marleee, and tortured them
with putting them into bonds, and, without beartoghear what they had to
say, or what supplications they made, they destrdgem. You may, if you
please, come into the city, though not in the wawar, and take a view of
the marks still remaining of what I now say, andynsae the houses that
have been depopulated by their rapacious hand$ thiise wives and
families that are in black, mourning for their gitered relations; as also
you may hear their groans and lamentations allcihe over; for there is
nobody but hath tasted of the incursions of theséape wretches, who have
proceeded to that degree of madness, as not ortiyate transferred their
impudent robberies out of the country, and the tenaities, into this city,
the very face and head of the whole nation, bubbtie city into the temple
also; for that is now made their receptacle andgef and the fountain-head
whence their preparations are made against us. tAisdplace, which is
adored by the habitable world, and honored by saglonly know it by
report, as far as the ends of the earth, is trasnpp®n by these wild beasts
born among ourselves. They now triumph in the dedpecondition they are
already in, when they hear that one people is ganight against another
people, and one city against another city, andytbat nation hath gotten an
army together against its own bowels. Instead oftclwiprocedure, it were
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highly fit and reasonable, as | said before, fou yo join with us in cutting
off these wretches, and in particular to be revdnge them for putting this
very cheat upon you; | mean, for having the impueeio invite you to assist
them, of whom they ought to have stood in feargasly to punish them. But
if you have some regard to these men's invitatibgoo, yet may you lay
aside your arms, and come into the city under tit@®n of our kindred, and
take upon you a middle name between that of auesaand of enemies, and
so become judges in this case. However, considat thlese men will gain
by being called into judgment before you, for sugideniable and such
flagrant crimes, who would not vouchsafe to heahsas had no accusations
laid against them to speak a word for themselvesvever, let them gain
this advantage by your coming. But still, if youllwieither take our part in
that indignation we have at these men, nor juddgedsn us, the third thing |
have to propose is this, that you let us both gland neither insult upon our
calamities, nor abide with these plotters againsirtmetropolis; for though
you should have ever so great a suspicion that sinis have discoursed
with the Romans, it is in your power to watch tlessages into the city; and
in case any thing that we have been accused abigght to light, then to
come and defend your metropolis, and to inflictiphment on those that are
found guilty; for the enemy cannot prevent you vére so near to the city.
But if, after all, none of these proposals seeneptable and moderate, do
not you wonder that the gates are shut againstwbile you bear your arms
about you."

4. Thus spake Jesus; yet did not the multitudd@fidumeans give any
attention to what he said, but were in a rage, iiexdhey did not meet with
a ready entrance into the city. The generals adgbihdignation at the offer
of laying down their arms, and looked upon it asiado a captivity, to
throw them away at any man's injunction whomsoeBet. Simon, the son
of Cathlas, one of their commanders, with much qdieted the tumult of
his own men, and stood so that the high priestdhirhgar him, and said as
follows: "I can no longer wonder that the patroh$leerty are under custody
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in the temple, since there are those that shugdkes of our common city (1)
to their own nation, and at the same time are pegpto admit the Romans
into it; nay, perhaps are disposed to crown thegatith garlands at their
coming, while they speak to the Idumeans from thain towers, and enjoin
them to throw down their arms which they have takpror the preservation
of its liberty. And while they will not intrust thguard of our metropolis to
their kindred, profess to make them judges of tiffer@nces that are among
them; nay, while they accuse some men of having skhers without a legal
trial, they do themselves condemn a whole natiderain ignominious
manner, and have now walled up that city from tb&mn nation, which used
to be open to even all foreigners that came to wprhere. We have indeed
come in great haste to you, and to a war againsbwu countrymen; and
the reason why we have made such haste is thiswthanay preserve that
freedom which you are so unhappy as to betray. Waxe probably been
guilty of the like crimes against those whom yoefkéen custody, and have, |
suppose, collected together the like plausiblegmsds against them also that
you make use of against us; after which you havtegdhe mastery of those
within the temple, and keep them in custody, wthiey are only taking care
of the public affairs. You have also shut the gaiéshe city in general
against nations that are the most nearly relategbtp and while you give
such injurious commands to others, you complaint @ have been
tyrannized over by them, and fix the name of ungmternors upon such as
are tyrannized over by yourselves. Who can bearybur abuse of words,
while they have a regard to the contrariety of yactions, unless you mean
this, that those ldumeans do now exclude you oybaf metropolis, whom
you exclude from the sacred offices of your ownrdog? One may indeed
justly complain of those that are besieged in #mpie, that when they had
courage enough to punish those tyrants whom yoluecainent men, and
free from any accusations, because of their beiagr ycompanions in
wickedness, they did not begin with you, and thgmlt off beforehand the
most dangerous parts of this treason. But if thess have been more
merciful than the public necessity required, wet thee ldumeans will
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preserve this house of God, and will fight for gammon country, and will
oppose by war as well those that attack them frimmoad, as those that
betray them from within. Here will we abide befdhe walls in our armor,
until either the Romans grow weary in waiting fasuy or you become
friends to liberty, and repent of what you havea@against it."

5. And now did the Idumeans make an acclamationhtat Simon had
said; but Jesus went away sorrowful, as seeing tti@tldumeans were
against all moderate counsels, and that the city vesieged on both sides.
Nor indeed were the minds of the Idumeans at festhey were in a rage at
the injury that had been offered them by their esidn out of the city; and
when they thought the zealots had been strongsdaitnothing of theirs to
support them, they were in doubt about the matied many of them
repented that they had come thither. But the shthatevould attend them in
case they returned without doing any thing atsalfar overcame that their
repentance, that they lay all night before the wdlbugh in a very bad
encampment; for there broke out a prodigious storrthe night, with the
utmost violence, and very strong winds, with thegdst showers of rain,
with continued lightnings, terrible thunderingsdaamazing concussions and
bellowings of the earth, that was in an earthqudlkeese things were a
manifest indication that some destruction was cgmipon men, when the
system of the world was put into this disorder; angt one would guess that
these wonders foreshowed some grand calamitiesvédratcoming.

6. Now the opinion of the Idumeans and of the eite was one and the
same. The ldumeans thought that God was angryeat tdking arms, and
that they would not escape punishment for their ingakvar upon their
metropolis. Ananus and his party thought that thag conquered without
fighting, and that God acted as a general for tHauhruly they proved both
ill conjectures at what was to come, and made teosats to be ominous to
their enemies, while they were themselves to uraérg ill effects of them;
for the ldumeans fenced one another by uniting thedies into one band,
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and thereby kept themselves warm, and connectigig shields over their
heads, were not so much hurt by the rain. But dadots were more deeply
concerned for the danger these men were in thanwieee for themselves,
and got together, and looked about them to seehehdhey could devise
any means of assisting them. The hotter sort ghttieught it best to force
their guards with their arms, and after that t¢ ifatio the midst of the city,
and publicly open the gates to those that camehé&r tassistance; as
supposing the guards would be in disorder, and gway at such an
unexpected attempt of theirs, especially as thatgrepart of them were
unarmed and unskilled in the affairs of war; arat thesides the multitude of
the citizens would not be easily gathered togetbet, confined to their
houses by the storm: and that if there were angrdan their undertaking, it
became them to suffer any thing whatsoever theraselvather than to
overlook so great a multitude as were miserablysparg on their account.
But the more prudent part of them disapproved i tbrcible method,
because they saw not only the guards about thesn uemerous, but the
walls of the city itself carefully watched, by reasof the Idumeans. They
also supposed that Ananus would be every whereyiaiidhe guards every
hour; which indeed was done upon other nightswag omitted that night,
not by reason of any slothfulness of Ananus, butthg overbearing
appointment of fate, that so both he might himpelfish, and the multitude
of the guards might perish with him; for truly, tha& night was far gone, and
the storm very terrible, Ananus gave the guardbencloisters leave to go to
sleep; while it came into the heads of the zedlotsake use of the saws
belonging to the temple, and to cut the bars ofgiies to pieces. The noise
of the wind, and that not inferior sound of therttlar, did here also conspire
with their designs, that the noise of the saws nedseard by the others.

7. So they secretly went out of the temple to ttadl wf the city, and
made use of their saws, and opened that gate whachover against the
Idumeans. Now at first there came a fear upon thenkans themselves,
which disturbed them, as imagining that Ananus laisdoarty were coming
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to attack them, so that every one of them hadigig hand upon his sword,
in order to defend himself; but they soon camertovk who they were that
came to them, and were entered the city. And haddbmeans then fallen
upon the city, nothing could have hindered thenmfidestroying the people
every man of them, such was the rage they were tihaa time; but as they
first of all made haste to get the zealots out udtedy, which those that
brought them in earnestly desired them to do, artdoroverlook those for
whose sakes they were come, in the midst of theiregses, nor to bring
them into a still greater danger; for that wherythad once seized upon the
guards, it would be easy for them to fall upon ¢itg; but that if the city
were once alarmed, they would not then be ablevevcome those guards,
because as soon as they should perceive they Wwere, tthey would put
themselves in order to fight them, and would hinthexir coming into the
temple.

Footnote:

1. This appellation of Jerusalem given it here by Sintbe general of the
Idumeans, "the common city" of the ldumeans, whoewmoselytes of
justice, as well as of the original native Jewseadjly confirms that
maxim of the Rabbins, here set down by Reland,"thatisalem was not
assigned, or appropriated, to the tribe of Benjaaridudah, but every
tribe had equal right to it [at their coming to \wbip there at the several
festivals]." See a little before, ch. 3. sect. 8)worldly worship," as the
author to the Hebrews calls the sanctuary, "a iyoddnctuary."
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Chapter 5

The Cruelty of the Idumeans

1. This advice pleased the Idumeans, and they dsdethrough the city
to the temple. The zealots were also in great @&fien of their coming, and
earnestly waited for them. When therefore theseewatering, they also
came boldly out of the inner temple, and mixingntselves among the
Idumeans, they attacked the guards; and some eé ttiat were upon the
watch, but were fallen asleep, they killed as th&ye asleep; but as those
that were now awakened made a cry, the whole mdé#itarose, and in the
amazement they were in caught hold of their armsediately, and betook
themselves to their own defense; and so long astlimeight they were only
the zealots who attacked them, they went on bollyhoping to overpower
them by their numbers; but when they saw otherssang in upon them also,
they perceived the Idumeans were got in; and tkatgst part of them laid
aside their arms, together with their courage, aetbok themselves to
lamentations. But some few of the younger sort cevgéhemselves with
their armor, and valiantly received the Idumeams] #or a while protected
the multitude of old men. Others, indeed, gavegaaito those that were in
the city of the calamities they were in; but whémrese were also made
sensible that the Idumeans were come in, noneeoh ttiurst come to their
assistance, only they returned the terrible echeanling, and lamented their
misfortunes. A great howling of the women was edaialso, and every one
of the guards were in danger of being killed. Tkalats also joined in the
shouts raised by the Idumeans; and the storm itsallered the cry more
terrible; nor did the Idumeans spare any body;aerthey are naturally a
most barbarous and bloody nation, and had beereskstd by the tempest,
they made use of their weapons against those #thshut the gates against
them, and acted in the same manner as to thosesupaticated for their
lives, and to those that fought them, insomuch thay ran through those
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with their swords who desired them to remember riéflation there was

between them, and begged of them to have regaittetocommon temple.

Now there was at present neither any place fohflignor any hope of

preservation; but as they were driven one uponhanah heaps, so were
they slain. Thus the greater part were driven togyeby force, as there was
now no place of retirement, and the murderers weamn them; and, having
no other way, threw themselves down headlong mdcctty; whereby, in my

opinion, they underwent a more miserable destrodti@n that which they

avoided, because that was a voluntary one. Andthewouter temple was all
of it overflowed with blood; and that day, as itnea on, they saw eight
thousand five hundred dead bodies there.

2. But the rage of the Idumeans was not satiatethdse slaughters; but
they now betook themselves to the city, and pluedievery house, and slew
every one they met; and for the other multitudeytasteemed it needless to
go on with killing them, but they sought for theghi priests, and the
generality went with the greatest zeal against thand as soon as they
caught them they slew them, and then standing dipein dead bodies, in
way of jest, upbraided Ananus with his kindnesghi people, and Jesus
with his speech made to them from the wall. Nagytproceeded to that
degree of impiety, as to cast away their dead Isodithout burial, although
the Jews used to take so much care of the buriaeof, that they took down
those that were condemned and crucified, and buiiexh before the going
down of the sun. | should not mistake if | saidtttiee death of Ananus was
the beginning of the destruction of the city, ahdttfrom this very day may
be dated the overthrow of her wall, and the ruimef affairs, whereon they
saw their high priest, and the procurer of theasgrvation, slain in the midst
of their city. He was on other accounts also a kedsle, and a very just man;
and besides the grandeur of that nobility, anditdigand honor of which he
was possessed, he had been a lover of a kind oy,pawen with regard to
the meanest of the people; he was a prodigiousr lo¥/diberty, and an
admirer of a democracy in government; and did gua&fer the public
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welfare before his own advantage, and preferredegaaove all things; for
he was thoroughly sensible that the Romans werdonbe conquered. He
also foresaw that of necessity a war would follenwd that unless the Jews
made up matters with them very dexterously, theyld/de destroyed; to
say all in a word, if Ananus had survived, they ltadtainly compounded
matters; for he was a shrewd man in speaking arslipding the people, and
had already gotten the mastery of those that opblisedesigns, or were for
the war. And the Jews had then put abundance afysleh the way of the
Romans, if they had had such a general as he esiss dvas also joined with
him; and although he was inferior to him upon tlmparison, he was
superior to the rest; and | cannot but think thatvas because God had
doomed this city to destruction, as a polluted,atyd was resolved to purge
his sanctuary by fire, that he cut off these tlggwat defenders and well-
wishers, while those that a little before had wtra sacred garments, and
had presided over the public worship; and had lEste@emed venerable by
those that dwelt on the whole habitable earth wthely came into our city,
were cast out naked, and seen to be the food of dod wild beasts. And |
cannot but imagine that virtue itself groaned atsth men's case, and
lamented that she was here so terribly conquerealitkedness. And this at
last was the end of Ananus and Jesus.

3. Now after these were slain, the zealots andntiétitude of the
Idumeans fell upon the people as upon a flock ofgsre animals, and cut
their throats; and for the ordinary sort, they wdaestroyed in what place
soever they caught them. But for the noblemen &edybuth, they first
caught them and bound them, and shut them up somriand put off their
slaughter, in hopes that some of them would turer ¢ their party; but not
one of them would comply with their desires, buitohlthem preferred death
before being enrolled among such wicked wretcheacésd against their
own country. But this refusal of theirs brought ngbhem terrible torments;
for they were so scourged and tortured, that thedies were not able to
sustain their torments, till at length, and witffidulty, they had the favor to
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be slain. Those whom they caught in the day timeswg&in in the night, and
then their bodies were carried out and thrown aweat, there might be room
for other prisoners; and the terror that was up@people was so great, that
no one had courage enough either to weep opentyhéodead man that was
related to him, or to bury him; but those that wehait up in their own
houses could only shed tears in secret, and dar&uen groan without great
caution, lest any of their enemies should hear tHemif they did, those that
mourned for others soon underwent the same dedthtivdse whom they
mourned for. Only in the night time they would takp a little dust, and
throw it upon their bodies; and even some that wesanost ready to expose
themselves to danger would do it in the day timed #éhere were twelve
thousand of the better sort who perished in thismaa

4. And now these zealots and Idumeans were quiywef barely
killing men, so they had the impudence of settipdfiatitious tribunals and
judicatures for that purpose; and as they intertdeldave Zacharias (1) the
son of Baruch, one of the most eminent of the e slain, so what
provoked them against him was, that hatred of wilokss and love of
liberty which were so eminent in him: he was alsach man, so that by
taking him off, they did not only hope to seize affects, but also to get rid
of a mall that had great power to destroy themthey called together, by a
public proclamation, seventy of the principal mentlee populace, for a
show, as if they were real judges, while they hadroper authority. Before
these was Zacharias accused of a design to béeaypblity to the Romans,
and having traitorously sent to Vespasian for tphatpose. Now there
appeared no proof or sign of what he was accusat;they affirmed
themselves that they were well persuaded that seas, and desired that
such their affirmation might he taken for suffidieevidence. Now when
Zacharias clearly saw that there was no way remgifor his escape from
them, as having been treacherously called befoeenthand then put in
prison, but not with any intention of a legal trikle took great liberty of
speech in that despair of his life he was undecofaingly he stood up, and
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laughed at their pretended accusation, and in av@nds confuted the
crimes laid to his charge; after which he turnesl $peech to his accusers,
and went over distinctly all their transgressiofishe law, and made heavy
lamentation upon the confusion they had broughtlipwdfairs to: in the
mean time, the zealots grew tumultuous, and hachrado to abstain from
drawing their swords, although they designed tcsemee the appearance and
show of judicature to the end. They were also desiron other accounts, to
try the judges, whether they would be mindful ofalvivas just at their own
peril. Now the seventy judges brought in their werthat the person accused
was not guilty, as choosing rather to die themseivgh him, than to have
his death laid at their doors; hereupon there asggeat clamor of the
zealots upon his acquittal, and they all had indigm at the judges for not
understanding that the authority that was givemtkneas but in jest. So two
of the boldest of them fell upon Zacharias in thddie of the temple, and
slew him; and as he fell down dead, they banteneq &nd said, "Thou hast
also our verdict, and this will prove a more sucguattal to thee than the
other." They also threw him down from the templemediately into the
valley beneath it. Moreover, they struck the judgaih the backs of their
swords, by way of abuse, and thrust them out otthet of the temple, and
spared their lives with no other design than thditen they were dispersed
among the people in the city, they might becomer theessengers, to let
them know they were no better than slaves.

5. But by this time the Idumeans repented of tlteming, and were
displeased at what had been done; and when they assembled together
by one of the zealots, who had come privately anthhe declared to them
what a number of wicked pranks they had themsele® in conjunction
with those that invited them, and gave a particatarount of what mischiefs
had been done against their metropolis. He saidthiey had taken arms, as
though the high priests were betraying their madlispto the Romans, but
had found no indication of any such treachery; that they had succored
those that had pretended to believe such a thihgewhey did themselves
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the works of war and tyranny, after an insolent neanlt had been indeed
their business to have hindered them from such fiveceedings at the first,
but seeing they had once been partners with theshéalding the blood of
their own countrymen, it was high time to put gosto such crimes, and not
continue to afford any more assistance to suchrasubverting the laws of
their forefathers; for that if any had taken itthlat the gates had been shut
against them, and they had not been permitted nmeaato the city, yet that
those who had excluded them have been punishedAmawlus is dead, and
that almost all those people had been destroyeddénnight's time. That one
may perceive many of themselves now repenting foatvthey had done,
and might see the horrid barbarity of those that imxited them, and that
they had no regard to such as had saved thenthdaaivere so impudent as
to perpetrate the vilest things, under the eyetho$e that had supported
them, and that their wicked actions would be ladthe charge of the
Idumeans, and would be so laid to their chargesdithebody obstructs their
proceedings, or separates himself from the samé&edi@ction; that they
therefore ought to retire home, since the imputatbtreason appears to be
a Calumny, and that there was no expectation ottmeing of the Romans
at this time, and that the government of the ciaswecured by such walls as
cannot easily be thrown down; and, by avoiding famther fellowship with
these bad men, to make some excuse for themselses, what they had
been so far deluded, as to have been partnergheith hitherto.

Footnote:

1. Some commentators are ready to suppose that thdiafias, the son of
Baruch," here most unjustly slain by the Jews ia thmple, was the
very same person with "Zacharias, the son of Bamachwhom our
Savior says the Jews "slew between the temple landltar,"” Matthew
23:35. This is a somewhat strange exposition; sideehariah the
prophet was really "the son of Barachiah,” and rigemn of lddo,
Zechariah 1:1; and how he died, we have no otheowat than that
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before us in St. Matthew: while this "Zacharias"swahe son of
Baruch." Since the slaughter was past when ourof%apake these
words, the Jews had then already slain him; whett@asslaughter of
"Zacharias, the son of Baruch," in Josephus, was #bout thirty-four
years future. And since the slaughter was "betwteentemple and the
altar," in the court of the priests, one of the teaxred and remote parts
of the whole temple; while this was, in Josephosi®: words, in the
middle of the temple, and much the most probablghencourt of Israel
only (for we have had no intimation that the zealbad at this time
profaned the court of the priests. See B. V. chsekt. 2). Nor do |
believe that our Josephus, who always insists erpdtuliar sacredness
of the inmost court, and of the holy house that wag, would have
omitted so material an aggravation of this barbaronurder, as
perpetrated in. a place so very holy, had that likertrue place of it.
See Antig. B. Xl. ch. 7. sect. 1, and the note loer®. V. ch. 1. sect. 2.

46



Chapter 6

Vespasian Dissuaded the Romans to March Against
the Jews

1. The Idumeans complied with these persuasiortk;iarthe first place,
they set those that were in the prisons at libéyng about two thousand of
the populace, who thereupon fled away immediatelgitnon, one whom we
shall speak of presently. After which these Idunseatired from Jerusalem,
and went home; which departure of theirs was atgsegrise to both
parties; for the people, not knowing of their reja@ice, pulled up their
courage for a while, as eased of so many of thenges, while the zealots
grew more insolent not as deserted by their coméds, but as freed from
such men as might hinder their designs, and planesstop to their
wickedness. Accordingly, they made no longer aniaydenor took any
deliberation in their enormous practices, but mage of the shortest
methods for all their executions and what they diace resolved upon, they
put in practice sooner than any one could imagBw their thirst was
chiefly after the blood of valiant men, and mergobd families; the one sort
of which they destroyed out of envy, the other olutear; for they thought
their whole security lay in leaving no potent mdiveg on which account
they slew Gorion, a person eminent in dignity, andaccount of his family
also; he was also for democracy, and of as grelanbss and freedom of
spirit as were any of the Jews whosoever; the jah¢hing that ruined him,
added to his other advantages, was his free spedkor did Niger of Peres
escape their hands; he had been a man of greatiwalbeir war with the
Romans, but was now drawn through the middle otitye and, as he went,
he frequently cried out, and showed the scars ®wuunds; and when he
was drawn out of the gates, and despaired of Esepvation, he besought
them to grant him a burial; but as they had threadehim beforehand not to
grant him any spot of earth for a grave, which hiefty desired of them, so
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did they slay him [without permitting him to be md]. Now when they

were slaying him, he made this imprecation upomthéhat they might

undergo both famine and pestilence in this war, besides all that, they
might come to the mutual slaughter of one anotaknvhich imprecations

God confirmed against these impious men, and was wdime most justly
upon them, when not long afterward. they tastedhefr own madness in
their mutual seditions one against another. So vwhenNiger was killed,

their fears of being overturned were diminished amdeed there was no
part of the people but they found out some preteasdestroy them; for

some were therefore slain, because they had héstatites with some of
them; and as to those that had not opposed thenmas of peace, they
watched seasonable opportunities to gain some attonsagainst them; and
if any one did not come near them at all, he wadeutheir suspicion as a
proud man; if any one came with boldness, he wiesesged a contemner of
them; and if any one came as aiming to oblige thieenywas supposed to
have some treacherous plot against them; whileotilg punishment of

crimes, whether they were of the greatest or sistalert, was death. Nor
could any one escape, unless he were very incoabige either on account
of the meanness of his birth, or on account ofdmsine.

2. And now all the rest of the commanders of thenRas deemed this
sedition among their enemies to be of great adganta them, and were
very earnest to march to the city, and they urgedpésian, as their lord and
general in all cases, to make haste, and saidmo thiat "the providence of
God is on our side, by setting our enemies at magaagainst one another;
that still the change in such cases may be sudaehthe Jews may quickly
be at one again, either because they may be tuedith their civil miseries,
or repent them of such doings." But Vespasian edplihat they were greatly
mistaken in what they thought fit to be done, aséhthat, upon the theater,
love to make a show of their hands, and of theiapoms, but do it at their
own hazard, without considering, what was for tlagivantage, and for their
security; for that if they now go and attack thgy ammediately, they shall
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but occasion their enemies to unite together, dradl sonvert their force,
now it is in its height, against themselves. Buhdy stay a while, they shall
have fewer enemies, because they will be consumedis sedition: that
God acts as a general of the Romans better thaarhdo, and is giving the
Jews up to them without any pains of their own, grahting their army a
victory without any danger; that therefore it i®ithbest way, while their
enemies are destroying each other with their owrdsaand falling into the
greatest of misfortunes, which is that of sedititmsit still as spectators of
the dangers they run into, rather than to fightdhtohhand with men that
love murdering, and are mad one against anothdrifBuny one imagines
that the glory of victory, when it is gotten withofighting, will be more
insipid, let him know this much, that a glorioussess, quietly obtained, is
more profitable than the dangers of a battle; ferought to esteem these that
do what is agreeable to temperance and prudentessaaglorious than those
that have gained great reputation by their actiongar: that he shall lead on
his army with greater force when their enemiesdan@nished, and his own
army refreshed after the continual labors they inadkergone. However, that
this is not a proper time to propose to ourselhesgiory of victory; for that
the Jews are not now employed in making of armdowilding of walls, nor
indeed in getting together auxiliaries, while travantage will be on their
side who give them such opportunity of delay; Inatt the Jews are vexed to
pieces every day by their civil wars and dissersi@mnd are under greater
miseries than, if they were once taken, could Wkciad on them by us.
Whether therefore any one hath regard to whatri®tio safety, he ought to
suffer these Jews to destroy one another; or whéthéhath regard to the
greater glory of the action, we ought by no meanwéddle with those men,
now they are afflicted with a distemper at home;dloould we now conquer
them, it would be said the congquest was not owm@ur bravery, but to
their sedition." (1)

3. And now the commanders joined in their appramtof what
Vespasian had said, and it was soon discoveredwisgvan opinion he had
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given. And indeed many there were of the Jewsdbaeérted every day, and
fled away from the zealots, although their fligrdswery difficult, since they
had guarded every passage out of the city, and skewy one that was
caught at them, as taking it for granted they wgg@g over to the Romans;
yet did he who gave them money get clear off, whédeonly that gave them
none was voted a traitor. So the upshot was tid,the rich purchased their
flight by money, while none but the poor were slaiong all the roads also
vast numbers of dead bodies lay in heaps, and ey of those that were
so zealous in deserting at length chose ratheerislpwithin the city; for the
hopes of burial made death in their own city appddhe two less terrible to
them. But these zealots came at last to that degfrémrbarity, as not to
bestow a burial either on those slain in the @tyon those that lay along the
roads; but as if they had made an agreement taechnth the laws of their
country and the laws of nature, and, at the same that they defiled men
with their wicked actions, they would pollute theviDity itself also, they
left the dead bodies to putrefy under the sun;therdsame punishment was
allotted to such as buried any as to those thatrtkes which was no other
than death; while he that granted the favor of avgrto another would
presently stand in need of a grave himself. Toahy a word, no other
gentle passion was so entirely lost among themersynfor what were the
greatest objects of pity did most of all irritateese wretches, and they
transferred their rage from the living to thosetthad been slain, and from
the dead to the living. Nay, the terror was so \grgat, that he who survived
called them that were first dead happy, as beinmgsitalready; as did those
that were under torture in the prisons, declarat, thpon this comparison,
those that lay unburied were the happiest. These, therefore, trampled
upon all the laws of men, and laughed at the lawWSam; and for the oracles
of the prophets, they ridiculed them as the triokgugglers; yet did these
prophets foretell many things concerning [the relsaof] virtue, and
[punishments of] vice, which when these zealotdawgul, they occasioned
the fulfilling of those very prophecies belonging their own country; for
there was a certain ancient oracle of those mex,thie city should then be
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taken and the sanctuary burnt, by right of war, waesedition should invade
the Jews, and their own hand should pollute thekeraf God. Now while

these zealots did not [quite] disbelieve these iptiets, they made
themselves the instruments of their accomplishment.

Footnote:

1. This prediction, that the city (Jerusalem) shohlent "be taken, and the
sanctuary burnt, by right of war, when a seditibowdd invade Jews,
and their own hands should pollute that temple;'asrit is B. VI. ch. 2.
sect. 1, "when any one should begin to slay his\tgmen in the city;"
IS wanting in our present copies of the Old Testam®ee Essay on the
Old Test. p. 104--112. But this prediction, as phss well remarks
here, though, with the other predictions of theppets, it was now
laughed at by the seditious, was by their very mesmon exactly
fulfiled. However, | cannot but here take notick @rotius's positive
assertion upon Matthew 26:9, here quoted by Dr.ddadthat "it ought
to be taken for granted, as a certain truth, thamyrpredictions of the
Jewish prophets were preserved, not in writing, byt memory."
Whereas, it seems to me so far from certain, th#tink it has no
evidence nor probability at all.
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Chapter 7

What Mischiefs the Zealots Did at Masada

1. By this time John was beginning to tyrannizej grought it beneath
him to accept of barely the same honors that othads and joining to
himself by degrees a party of the wickedest of tlaiirhe broke off from the
rest of the faction. This was brought about by dti disagreeing with the
opinions of others, and giving out injunctions & bwn, in a very imperious
manner; so that it was evident he was setting am@aarchical power. Now
some submitted to him out of their fear of him, arklers out of their good-
will to him; for he was a shrewd man to entice n@him, both by deluding
them and putting cheats upon them. Nay, many tiwere that thought they
should be safer themselves, if the causes of gasir insolent actions should
now be reduced to one head, and not to a great.nkfinyactivity was so
great, and that both in action and in counsel, tleahad not a few guards
about him; yet was there a great party of his amegs that left him; among
whom envy at him weighed a great deal, while theught it a very heavy
thing to be in subjection to one that was forméhlgir equal. But the main
reason that moved men against him was the dreadoofarchy, for they
could not hope easily to put an end to his powdreihad once obtained it;
and yet they knew that he would have this pretahsays against them, that
they had opposed him when he was first advancede wlkiery one chose
rather to suffer any thing whatsoever in war, ttreat, when they had been in
a voluntary slavery for some time, they should rafeed perish. So the
sedition was divided into two parts, and John retin opposition to his
adversaries over one of them: but for their leagdesy watched one another,
nor did they at all, or at least very little, megldVith arms in their quarrels;
but they fought earnestly against the people, amdended one with another
which of them should bring home the greatest piBey.because the city had
to struggle with three of the greatest misfortungar, and tyranny, and
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sedition, it appeared, upon the comparison, that war was the least
troublesome to the populace of them all. Accordingthey ran away from
their own houses to foreigners, and obtained tlmatgsvation from the
Romans which they despaired to obtain among their geople.

2. And now a fourth misfortune arose, in order tondp our nation to
destruction. There was a fortress of very greaéngtth not far from
Jerusalem, which had been built by our ancient<imgth as a repository
for their effects in the hazards of war, and fa gineservation of their bodies
at the same time. It was called Masada. Thosewkat called Sicarii had
taken possession of it formerly, but at this timeyt overran the neighboring
countries, aiming only to procure to themselvesssaries; for the fear they
were then in prevented their further ravages. Baenvonce they were
informed that the Roman army lay still, and thag thews were divided
between sedition and tyranny, they boldly undertgodater matters; and at
the feast of unleavened bread, which the Jews r@&lin memory of their
deliverance from the Egyptian bondage, when thesevgent back into the
country of their forefathers, they came down by hhigwithout being
discovered by those that could have prevented tlaewh,overran a certain
small city called Engaddi:--in which expedition yha@revented those citizens
that could have stopped them, before they could themselves, and fight
them. They also dispersed them, and cast themfahé @ity. As for such as
could not run away, being women and children, tekeyw of them above
seven hundred. Afterward, when they had carriedyetldng out of their
houses, and had seized upon all the fruits thate wer a flourishing
condition, they brought them into Masada. And irttifeese men laid all the
villages that were about the fortress waste, andemtae whole country
desolate; while there came to them every day, fatiparts, not a few men
as corrupt as themselves. At that time all therotbgions of Judea that had
hitherto been at rest were in motion, by meansefrobbers. Now as it is in
a human body, if the principal part be inflamed tla¢ members are subject
to the same distemper; so, by means of the sedindndisorder that was in
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the metropolis,. had the wicked men that were endbuntry opportunity to
ravage the same. Accordingly, when every one ahthad plundered their
own villages, they then retired into the desert;were these men that now
got together, and joined in the conspiracy by parttoo small for an army,
and too many for a gang of thieves: and thus day ttall upon the holy
places (1) and the cities; yet did it now so hapihe they were sometimes
very ill treated by those upon whom they fell withich violence, and were
taken by them as men are taken in war: but s#{ threvented any further
punishment as do robbers, who, as soon as theigesare discovered], run
their way. Nor was there now any part of Judea W& not in a miserable
condition, as well as its most eminent city also.

3. These things were told Vespasian by deserters;aithough the
seditious watched all the passages out of the @hd destroyed all,
whosoever they were, that came thither, yet weeretlrsome that had
concealed themselves, and when they had fled tqRttreans, persuaded
their general to come to their city's assistanod, save the remainder of the
people; informing him withal, that it was upon agnbof the people's good-
will to the Romans that many of them were alreddinsand the survivors
in danger of the same treatment. Vespasian didechcdready pity the
calamities these men were in, and arose, in appearas though he was
going to besiege Jerusalem, but in reality to @elthem from a [worse]
siege they were already under. However, he wag@dlfirst to overthrow
what remained elsewhere, and to leave nothing bdémisalem behind him
that might interrupt him in that siege. Accordinglye marched against
Gadara, the metropolis of Perea, which was a pastrength, and entered
that city on the fourth day of the month Dystrusi§d]; for the men of power
had sent an embassage to him, without the knowlefidee seditious, to
treat about a surrender; which they did out ofdbsire they had of peace,
and for saving their effects, because many of tieeas of Gadara were rich
men. This embassy the opposite party knew nothingui discovered it as
Vespasian was approaching near the city. Howevery tdespaired of
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keeping possession of the city, as being infenonumber to their enemies
who were within the city, and seeing the Romany vexar to the city; so
they resolved to fly, but thought it dishonorabdedo it without shedding
some blood, and revenging themselves on the autifdiss surrender; so
they seized upon Dolesus, (a person not only tiseifi rank and family in
that city, but one that seemed the occasion ofisgrglich an embassy,) and
slew him, and treated his dead body after a bausaranner, so very
violent was their anger at him, and then ran ouhefcity. And as now the
Roman army was just upon them, the people of Gaaldmatted Vespasian
with joyful acclamations, and received from him tbecurity of his right
hand, as also a garrison of horsemen and footraagydrd them against the
excursions of the runagates; for as to their waky had pulled it down
before the Romans desired them so to do, thatrthgigt thereby give them
assurance that they were lovers of peace, andithhey had a mind, they
could not now make war against them.

4. And now Vespasian sent Placidus against thosehad fled from
Gadara, with five hundred horsemen, and three #Hraisootmen, while he
returned himself to Cesarea, with the rest of timya But as soon as these
fugitives saw the horsemen that pursued them jpsnuheir backs, and
before they came to a close fight, they ran togdtha certain village, which
was called Bethennabris, where finding a greatitadi of young men, and
arming them, partly by their own consent, partly foyce, they rashly and
suddenly assaulted Placidus and the troops thaé weth him. These
horsemen at the first onset gave way a little, @sroving to entice them
further off the wall; and when they had drawn thieto a place fit for their
purpose, they made their horse encompass them randdhrew their darts
at them. So the horsemen cut off the flight of thgitives, while the foot
terribly destroyed those that fought against thiEeEmthose Jews did no more
than show their courage, and then were destroygdad they fell upon the
Romans when they were joined close together, ani,veere, walled about
with their entire armor, they were not able to fenay place where the darts
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could enter, nor were they any way able to break tlanks, while they were
themselves run through by the Roman darts, and, thie wildest of wild

beasts, rushed upon the point of others' swordssosne of them were
destroyed, as cut with their enemies' swords upemr faces, and others
were dispersed by the horsemen.

5. Now Placidus's concern was to exclude them @r tiight from
getting into the village; and causing his horsam@arch continually on that
side of them, he then turned short upon them, anlkleasame time his men
made use of their darts, and easily took their ainthose that were the
nearest to them, as they made those that wereefudit turn back by the
terror they were in, till at last the most courage®f them brake through
those horsemen and fled to the wall of the villaged now those that
guarded the wall were in great doubt what to doiliey could not bear the
thoughts of excluding those that came from Gadaegause of their own
people that were among them; and yet, if they sh@dmit them, they
expected to perish with them, which came to passrdingly; for as they
were crowding together at the wall, the Roman huesewere just ready to
fall in with them. However, the guards preventedntlhh and shut the gates,
when Placidus made an assault upon them, andrfigleburageously ftill it
was dark, he got possession of the wall, and ofottmple that were in the
city, when the useless multitude were destroyed;those that were more
potent ran away, and the soldiers plundered thedgand set the village on
fire. As for those that ran out of the village, {thstirred up such as were in
the country, and exaggerating their own calamitegl telling them that the
whole army of the Romans were upon them, theyhpmtinto great fear on
every side; so they got in great numbers togethed, fled to Jericho, for
they knew no other place that could afford them hope of escaping, it
being a city that had a strong wall, and a gredtitnde of inhabitants. But
Placidus, relying much upon his horsemen, and disér good success,
followed them, and slew all that he overtook, asafs Jordan; and when he
had driven the whole multitude to the river-sidéene they were stopped by
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the current, (for it had been augmented latelyamys; and was not fordable,)
he put his soldiers in array over against themih&o necessity the others
were in provoked them to hazard a battle, becaese twvas no place whither
they could flee. They then extended themselvesra geeat way along the
banks of the river, and sustained the darts tha¢ weown at them, as well
as the attacks of the horsemen, who beat manyeoh,tland pushed them
into the current. At which fight, hand to handiddén thousand of them were
slain, while the number of those that were unwgljnforced to leap into

Jordan was prodigious. There were besides two #msband two hundred
taken prisoners. A mighty prey was taken also, isting of asses, and
sheep, and camels, and oxen.

6. Now this destruction that fell upon the Jewsitagas not inferior to
any of the rest in itself, so did it still appeaeagter than it really was; and
this, because not only the whole country througliciwvibthey fled was filled
with slaughter, and Jordan could not be passed @wereason of the dead
bodies that were in it, but because the lake Aspisalvas also full of dead
bodies, that were carried down into it by the rivénd now Placidus, after
this good success that he had, fell violently uplo® neighboring smaller
cities and villages; when he took Abila, and Juyli@asd Bezemoth, and all
those that lay as far as the lake Asphaltitis, @undsuch of the deserters into
each of them as he thought proper. He then pusdigiers on board the
ships, and slew such as had fled to the lake, insbnthat all Perea had
either surrendered themselves, or were taken byRbmmans, as far as
Macherus.

Footnote:

1. By these hiera, or "holy places," as distinct froithes, must be meant
“proseuchae,” or "houses of prayer,"” out of cities;which we find
mention made in the New Testament and other autbees Luke 6:12;
Acts 16:13, 16; Antig. B. XIV. ch. 10. sect. 23shiife, sect. 51. "In qua
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te quero proseucha?" Juvenal Sat. lll. yet. 296eyTivere situated
sometimes by the sides of rivers, Acts 16:13, otheysea-side, Antiq.
B. XIV. ch. 10. sect. 23. So did the seventy-twtelipreters go to pray

every morning by the sea-side before they wentéa ivork, B. XII. ch.
2. sect. 12.
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Chapter 8

Some Commotions in Gall

1. (1) In the mean time, an account came that twere commotions in
Gall, and that Vindex, together with the men of pown that country, had
revolted from Nero; which affair is more accuratelgscribed elsewhere.
This report, thus related to Vespasian, excited toirgo on briskly with the
war; for he foresaw already the civil wars whichreveoming upon them,
nay, that the very government was in danger; anthitweght, if he could first
reduce the eastern parts of the empire to peacehdidd make the fears for
Italy the lighter; while therefore the winter wais hinderance [from going
into the field], he put garrisons into the villagesd smaller cities for their
security; he put decurions also into the villagasd centurions into the
cities: he besides this rebuilt many of the citleat had been laid waste; but
at the beginning of the spring he took the greaiastof his army, and led it
from Cesarea to Antipatris, where he spent two dagettling the affairs of
that city, and then, on the third day, he marchedaying waste and burning
all the neighboring villages. And when he had lagkte all the places about
the toparchy of Thamnas, he passed on to Lyddaameia; and when both
these cities had come over to him, he placed a gneay of those that had
come over to him [from other places] as inhabitdimésein, and then came to
Emmaus, where he seized upon the passage whiclihéatte to their
metropolis, and fortified his camp, and leaving fii#h legion therein, he
came to the toparchy of Bethletephon. He then ogstt that place, and the
neighboring places, by fire, and fortified, at pegolaces, the strong holds
all about Idumea; and when he had seized upon tlages, which were in
the very midst of Idumea, Betaris and Caphartolbes,slew above ten
thousand of the people, and carried into captialypyve a thousand, and
drove away the rest of the multitude, and placedsmall part of his own
forces in them, who overran and laid waste the mabuntainous country;
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while he, with the rest of his forces, returnedEtmmaus, whence he came
down through the country of Samaria, and hard leycity, by others called
Neapoils, (or Sichem,) but by the people of thatntoy Mabortha, to Corea,
where he pitched his camp, on the second day ofthr@h Desius [Sivan];
and on the day following he came to Jericho; oncivliiay Trajan, one of his
commanders, joined him with the forces he brouglit af Perea, all the
places beyond Jordan being subdued already.

2. Hereupon a great multitude prevented their aggdroand came out of
Jericho, and fled to those mountainous parts thavler against Jerusalem,
while that part which was left behind was in a gm@aasure destroyed; they
also found the city desolate. It is situated inlarmp but a naked and barren
mountain, of a very great length, hangs over iticwrextends itself to the
land about Scythopolis northward, but as far ascthntry of Sodom, and
the utmost limits of the lake Asphaltiris, southdiarhis mountain is all of it
very uneven and uninhabited, by reason of its bagss. there is an
opposite mountain that is situated over againsintthe other side of Jordan;
this last begins at Julias, and the northern qrgrteand extends itself
southward as far as Somorrhon, (2) which is thentdswof Petra, in Arabia.
In this ridge of mountains there is one calledltb@ Mountain, that runs in
length as far as Moab. Now the region that liethen middle between these
ridges of mountains is called the Great Plain;etahes from the village
Ginnabris, as far as the lake Asphaltitis; its t@ng two hundred and thirty
furlongs, and its breadth a hundred and twenty,itiisddivided in the midst
by Jordan. It hath two lakes in it, that of Asphislt and that of Tiberias,
whose natures are opposite to each other; forottmedr is salt and unfruitful,
but that of Tiberias is sweet and fruitful. Thisaipl is much burnt up in
summer time, and, by reason of the extraordinamt,heontains a very
unwholesome air; it is all destitute of water exagpthe river Jordan, which
water of Jordan is the occasion why those plamtatwf palm trees that are
near its banks are more flourishing, and much rfronidul, as are those that
are remote from it not so flourishing, or fruitful.
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3. Notwithstanding which, there is a fountain byicleo, that runs
plentifully, and is very fit for watering the grodnit arises near the old city,
which Joshua, the son of Naue, the general of #laréivs, took the first of
all the cities of the land of Canaan, by right adrwThe report is, that this
fountain, at the beginning, caused not only thestirlg of the earth and the
trees, but of the children born of women, and thatas entirely of a sickly
and corruptive nature to all things whatsoever; that it was made gentle,
and very wholesome and fruitful, by the prophesiidi. This prophet was
familiar with Elijah, and was his successor, whbgw he once was the guest
of the people at Jericho, and the men of the plea treated him very
kindly, he both made them amends as well as thetoglby a lasting favor;
for he went out of the city to this fountain, aridew into the current an
earthen vessel full of salt; after which he strettlout his righteous hand
unto heaven, and, pouring out a mild drink-offeringe made this
supplication, That the current might be mollifi@shd that the veins of fresh
water might be opened; that God also would brirtg e place a more
temperate and fertile air for the current, and wdogstow upon the people
of that country plenty of the fruits of the earfimd a succession of children;
and that this prolific water might never fail thewhile they continued to he
righteous. To these prayers Elisha (3) joined praperations of his hands,
after a skillful manner, and changed the fountamg that water, which had
been the occasion of barrenness and famine bdfone that time did supply
a numerous posterity, and afforded great abundaoncdhe country.
Accordingly, the power of it is so great in watgrithe ground, that if it do
but once touch a country, it affords a sweeter isbarent than other waters
do, when they lie so long upon them, till they aegiated with them. For
which reason, the advantage gained from other wjatenen they flow in
great plenty, is but small, while that of this wategreat when it flows even
in little quantities. Accordingly, it waters a lamgspace of ground than any
other waters do, and passes along a plain of sgveribngs long, and
twenty broad; wherein it affords nourishment tosaonost excellent gardens
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that are thick set with trees. There are in it maosts of palm trees that are
watered by it, different from each other in tastel aame; the better sort of
them, when they are pressed, yield an excellerd kihhoney, not much
inferior in sweetness to other honey. This countthal produces honey
from bees; it also bears that balsam which is tlestrprecious of all the
fruits in that place, cypress trees also, and tiilogebear myrobalanum; so
that he who should pronounce this place to be diwould not be mistaken,
wherein is such plenty of trees produced as arg rae, and of the must
excellent sort. And indeed, if we speak of thodeeoftruits, it will not be
easy to light on any climate in the habitable e#rdt can well be compared
to it, what is here sown comes up in such clustbescause of which seems
to me to be the warmth of the air, and the feytitif the waters; the warmth
calling forth the sprouts, and making them spreamt, the moisture making
every one of them take root firmly, and supplyihgttvirtue which it stands
in need of in summer time. Now this country is tlsensadly burnt up, that
nobody cares to come at it; and if the water bevdrap before sun-rising,
and after that exposed to the air, it becomes eegeold, and becomes of
a nature quite contrary to the ambient air; as intev again it becomes
warm; and if you go into it, it appears very genil@de ambient air is here
also of so good a temperature, that the peopléetountry are clothed in
linen-only, even when snow covers the rest of Juddss place is one
hundred and fifty furlongs from Jerusalem, andysikbm Jordan. The
country, as far as Jerusalem, is desert and sbutyhat as far as Jordan and
the lake Asphaltitis lies lower indeed, thoughatdxjually desert and barren.
But so much shall suffice to have said about Jeridnd of the great
happiness of its situation.

4. The nature of the lake Asphaltitis is also wad#scribing. It is, as |
have said already, bitter and unfruitful. It islgt [or thick] that it bears up
the heaviest things that are thrown into it; noit sasy for any one to make
things sink therein to the bottom, if he had a m&adto do. Accordingly,
when Vespasian went to see it, he commanded thmé seho could not
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swim should have their hands tied behind them,lmnthrown into the deep,
when it so happened that they all swam as if a wiad forced them
upwards. Moreover, the change of the color of ke is wonderful, for it
changes its appearance thrice every day; and asaftseof the sun fall
differently upon it, the light is variously reflext. However, it casts up black
clods of bitumen in many parts of it; these swinthat top of the water, and
resemble both in shape and bigness headless huolilswhen the laborers
that belong to the lake come to it, and catch ludld as it hangs together,
they draw it into their ships; but when the shifui it is not easy to cut off
the rest, for it is so tenacious as to make the sang upon its clods till they
set it loose with the menstrual blood of women, anth urine, to which
alone it yields. This bitumen is not only usefut the caulking of ships, but
for the cure of men's bodies; accordingly, it isxed in a great many
medicines. The length of this lake is five hundaed eighty furlongs, where
it is extended as far as Zoar in Arabia; and iesaldth is a hundred and fifty.
The country of Sodom borders upon it. It was of @lchost happy land, both
for the fruits it bore and the riches of its citiethough it be now all burnt
up. It is related how, for the impiety of its inhi@mts, it was burnt by
lightning; in consequence of which there are stik remainders of that
Divine fire, and the traces [or shadows] of theefaities are still to be seen,
as well as the ashes growing in their fruits; whichts have a color as if
they were fit to be eaten, but if you pluck themthwyour hands, they
dissolve into smoke and ashes. And thus what &sta@lof this land of
Sodom hath these marks of credibility which ounng&ght affords us.

Footnotes:

1. Gr. Galatia, and so everywhere.

2. Whether this Somorrhon, or Somorrha, ought not éohkbre written
Gomorrha, as some MSS. in a manner have it, (®mpthce meant by
Josephus seems to be near Segor, or Zoar, at thewmeth of the Dead
Sea, hard by which stood Sodom and Gomorrha,) ¢anow be
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certainly determined, but seems by no means imjpteba

3. This excellent prayer of Elisha is wanting in oopes, 2 Kings 2:21,
22, though it be referred to also in the ApostaolCanstitutions, B. VII.
ch. 37., and the success of it is mentioned in thkm
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Chapter 9

Vespasian Had Taken Gadara

1. (1) And now Vespasian had fortified all the @acround about
Jerusalem, and erected citadels at Jericho anchAdittl placed garrisons in
them both, partly out of his own Romans, and paotly of the body of his
auxiliaries. He also sent Lucius Annius to Gerasal delivered to him a
body of horsemen, and a considerable number ofmfent So when he had
taken the city, which he did at the first onset,sh@v a thousand of those
young men who had not prevented him by flying awayt he took their
families captive, and permitted his soldiers tonpler them of their effects;
after which he set fire to their houses, and wemayato the adjoining
villages, while the men of power fled away, and tmeaker part were
destroyed, and what was remaining was all burntrdodwnd now the war
having gone through all the mountainous country alh the plain country
also, those that were at Jerusalem were deprivdtediberty of going out of
the city; for as to such as had a mind to deskey were watched by the
zealots; and as to such as were not yet on theoithee Romans, their army
kept them in, by encompassing the city round abaull sides.

2. Now as Vespasian was returned to Cesarea, andgetiing ready
with all his army to march directly to Jerusalera,viias informed that Nero
was dead, after he had reigned thirteen years igidl @ays. Bnt as to any
narration after what manner he abused his powdhengovernment, and
committed the management of affairs to those vitetehes, Nymphidius
and Tigellinus, his unworthy freed-men; and howhlael a plot laid against
him by them, and was deserted by all his guards,ran away with four of
his most trusty freed-men, and slew himself in sburbs of Rome; and
how those that occasioned his death were in notiomg brought themselves
to punishment; how also the war in Gall ended; koot Galba was made
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emperor (2) and returned out of Spain to Rome;lmwl he was accused by
the soldiers as a pusillanimous person, and shkaitrdachery in the middle
of the market-place at Rome, and Otho was made rempwith his
expedition against the commanders of Vitellius, ahid destruction
thereupon; and besides what troubles there wereruddellius, and the
fight that was about the capitol; as also how AntsrPrimus and Mucianus
slew Vitellius, and his German legions, and therpayan end to that civil
war; | have omitted to give an exact account ofrthbecause they are well
known by all, and they are described by a greatbmirmof Greek and Roman
authors; yet for the sake of the connexion of mgttand that my history
may not be incoherent, | have just touched uponryetking briefly.
Wherefore Vespasian put off at first his expeditagminst Jerusalem, and
stood waiting whither the empire would be tranddriafter the death of
Nero. Moreover, when he heard that Galba was magem®r, he attempted
nothing till he also should send him some dirediabout the war: however,
he sent his son Titus to him, to salute him, andeteive his commands
about the Jews. Upon the very same errand did Agrgppa sail along with
Titus to Galba; but as they were sailing in themd ships by the coasts of
Achaia, for it was winter time, they heard that lézalvas slain, before they
could get to him, after he had reigned seven maartiilsas many days. After
whom Otho took the government, and undertook theagement of public
affairs. So Agrippa resolved to go on to Rome withany terror; on account
of the change in the government; but Titus, by ari& impulse, sailed back
from Greece to Syria, and came in great haste sar€a, to his father. And
now they were both in suspense about the publairaffthe Roman empire
being then in a fluctuating condition, and did goton with their expedition
against the Jews, but thought that to make anglatipaon foreigners was
now unseasonable, on account of the solicitude tinene in for their own
country.

3. And now there arose another war at JerusalemteTivas a son of
Giora, one Simon, by birth of Gerasa, a young mahso cunning indeed as
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John [of Gisehala], who had already seized uponcitye but superior in
strength of body and courage; on which account,nwine had been driven
away from that Acrabattene toparchy, which he ohad, by Ananus the
high priest, he came to those robbers who had deipen Masada. At the
first they suspected him, and only permitted hinedme with the women he
brought with him into the lower part of the fortsesvhile they dwelt in the
upper part of it themselves. However, his mannawnslb agreed with theirs,
and he seemed so trusty a man, that he went duttkgtn, and ravaged and
destroyed the country with them about Masada; yetnahe persuaded them
to undertake greater things, he could not prevéh them so to do; for as
they were accustomed to dwell in that citadel, theye afraid of going far
from that which was their hiding-place; but he affieg to tyrannize, and
being fond of greatness, when he had heard of ¢la¢hdof Ananus, he left
them, and went into the mountainous part of thenttgu So he proclaimed
liberty to those in slavery, and a reward to thaeseady free, and got
together a set of wicked men from all quarters.

4. And as he had now a strong body of men about heroverran the
villages that lay in the mountainous country, arftewthere were still more
and more that came to him, he ventured to go damtothe lower parts of
the country, and since he was now become formidablke cities, many of
the men of power were corrupted by him; so thatammy was no longer
composed of slaves and robbers, but a great martjieopopulace were
obedient to him as to their king. He then overfam Acrabattene toparchy,
and the places that reached as far as the Graaekiuor he built a wall at a
certain village called Nain, and made use of tleahdortress for his own
party's security; and at the valley called Param,ehlarged many of the
caves, and many others he found ready for his gerpgbese he made use of
as repositories for his treasures, and receptéaidsis prey, and therein he
laid up the fruits that he had got by rapine; amthynof his partizans had
their dwelling in them; and he made no secret tfat he was exercising his
men beforehand, and making preparations for theu#tssf Jerusalem.
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5. Whereupon the zealots, out of the dread theg webf his attacking
them, and being willing to prevent one that wasagng up to oppose them,
went out against him with their weapons. Simon thetn, and joining battle
with them, slew a considerable number of them, d@mde the rest before
him into the city, but durst not trust so much ugos forces as to make an
assault upon the walls; but he resolved first fodsie Idumea, and as he had
now twenty thousand armed men, he marched to trdel®of their country.
Hereupon the rulers of the Idumeans got togethethensudden the most
warlike part of their people, about twenty-five tisand in number, and
permitted the rest to be a guard to their own agurity reason of the
incursions that were made by the Sicarii that wardMasada. Thus they
received Simon at their borders, where they fougit, and continued the
battle all that day; and the dispute lay whethetythad conquered him, or
been conquered by him. So he went back to Naidicathe Idumeans return
home. Nor was it long ere Simon came violently aggion their country;
when he pitched his camp at a certain village dalldhhecoe, and sent
Eleazar, one of his companions, to those that gaptson at Herodium, and
in order to persuade them to surrender that fartteshim. The garrison
received this man readily, while they knew nothafgvhat he came about;
but as soon as he talked of the surrender of #eepthey fell upon him with
their drawn swords, till he found that he had nacpl for flight, when he
threw himself down from the wall into the valley neath; so he died
immediately: but the Idumeans, who were already hmaftaid of Simon's
power, thought fit to take a view of the enemymmabefore they hazarded a
battle with them.

6. Now there was one of their commanders namediJadw offered to
serve them readily upon that occasion, but haal tis mind to betray them.
He went therefore from the village Alurus, wherdime army of the
Idumeans were gotten together, and came to Sinmzhatthe very first he
agreed to betray his country to him, and took asstes upon oath from him
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that he should always have him in esteem, and pinemised him that he

would assist him in subduing all Idumea under humon which account he
was feasted after an obliging manner by Simon,edladated by his mighty

promises; and when he was returned to his own imerat first belied the

army of Simon, and said it was manifold more in bemthan what it was;

after which, he dexterously persuaded the commanded by degrees the
whole multitude, to receive Simon, and to surrerttderwhole government
up to him without fighting. And as he was doingsthhe invited Simon by

his messengers, and promised him to disperse thmddns, which he

performed also; for as soon as their army was thgm, he first of all got

upon his horse, and fled, together with those whwmmhad corrupted,;

hereupon a terror fell upon the whole multitudej &efore it came to a close
fight, they broke their ranks, and every one rdtieehis own home.

7. Thus did Simon unexpectedly march into Idumathout bloodshed,
and made a sudden attack upon the city Hebrontaokdit; wherein he got
possession of a great deal of prey, and plundémdhi vast quantity of fruit.
Now the people of the country say that it is ani@mer city, not only than
any in that country, but than Memphis in Egypt, @edordingly its age is
reckoned at two thousand and three hundred yeaesy @lso relate that it
had been the habitation of Abram, the progenitothef Jews, after he had
removed out of Mesopotamia; and they say that bssepity descended from
thence into Egypt, whose monuments are to this tiemg showed in that
small city; the fabric of which monuments are of thost excellent marble,
and wrought after the most elegant manner. Thesdsis there showed, at
the distance of six furlongs from the city, a viasge turpentine tree (3) and
the report goes, that this tree has continued swvee the creation of the
world. Thence did Simon make his progress oveldalmen, and did not
only ravage the cities and villages, but lay was whole country; for,
besides those that were completely armed, he hayl tfoousand men that
followed him, insomuch that he had not provisionswgh to suffice such a
multitude. Now, besides this want of provisionsttha was in, he was of a
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barbarous disposition, and bore great anger anttisn, by which means it
came to pass that Idumea was greatly depopulatetdas one may see all
the woods behind despoiled of their leaves by ls;uater they have been
there, so was there nothing left behind Simon'syabut a desert. Some
places they burnt down, some they utterly demotislhed whatsoever grew
in the country, they either trod it down or fed npg and by their marches
they made the ground that was cultivated hardermanock untractable than
that which was barren. In short, there was no sigmaining of those places
that had been laid waste, that ever they had esing.

8. This success of Simon excited the zealots afrastd though they
were afraid to fight him openly in a fair battlestydid they lay ambushes in
the passes, and seized upon his wife, with a cerake number of her
attendants; whereupon they came back to the cioycneg, as if they had
taken Simon himself captive, and were in presepeetation that he would
lay down his arms, and make supplication to thenhi® wife; but instead of
indulging any merciful affection, he grew very ayp@it them for seizing his
beloved wife; so he came to the wall of Jerusaland, like wild beasts
when they are wounded, and cannot overtake th@enbunded them, he
vented his spleen upon all persons that he met itbordingly, he caught
all those that were come out of the city gatesieeito gather herbs or sticks,
who were unarmed and in years; he then tormentech thnd destroyed
them, out of the immense rage he was in, and waestlready to taste the
very flesh of their dead bodies. He also cut off Hands of a great many,
and sent them into the city to astonish his enenaied in order to make the
people fall into a sedition, and desert those bzt been the authors of his
wife's seizure. He also enjoined them to tell tkegle that Simon swore by
the God of the universe, who sees all things, thétss they will restore him
his wife, he will break down their wall, and inflithe like punishment upon
all the citizens, without sparing any age, and authmaking any distinction
between the guilty and the innocent. These thraagsrso greatly affrighted,
not the people only, but the zealots themselves, #hat they sent his wife
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back to him; when he became a little milder, arfdd# his perpetual blood-
shedding.

9. But now sedition and civil war prevailed, notyoover Judea, but in
Italy also; for now Galba was slain in the midstlod Roman market-place;
then was Otho made emperor, and fought againstliivgewho set up for
emperor also; for the legions in Germany had chbosen But when he gave
battle to Valens and Cecinna, who were Vitelligg€serals, at Betriacum, in
Gaul, Otho gained the advantage on the first day,dm the second day
Vitellius's soldiers had the victory; and after rhuslaughter Otho slew
himself, when he had heard of this defeat at Byiarad after he had managed
the public affairs three months and two days. ()o@ army also came over
to Vitellius's generals, and he came himself dowrRbme with his army.
But in the mean time Vespasian removed from Cesaredhe fifth day of
the month Deasius, [Sivan,] and marched againstethmaces of Judea
which were not yet overthrown. So he went up tortftmintainous country,
and took those two toparchies that were called &mphnitick and
Acrabattene toparchies. After which he took Betmed Ephraim, two small
cities; and when he had put garrisons into thenrplde as far as Jerusalem,
in which march he took many prisoners, and manyives but Cerealis,
one of his commanders, took a body of horsemenfaatinen, and laid
waste that part of Idumea which was called the Upgaemea, and attacked
Caphethra, which pretended to be a small city,taod it at the first onset,
and burnt it down. He also attacked Caphatabird,laidl siege to it, for it
had a very strong wall; and when he expected tadgelong time in that
siege, those that were within opened their gatethersudden, and came to
beg pardon, and surrendered themselves up to hienWCerealis had
conquered them, he went to Hebron, another verneancity. | have told
you already that this city is situated in a moumais country not far off
Jerusalem; and when he had broken into the cityobye, what multitude
and young men were left therein he slew, and bdwmin the city; so that as
now all the places were taken, excepting Herodlamg Masada, and
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Macherus, which were in the possession of the nehls® Jerusalem was
what the Romans at present aimed at.

10. And now, as soon as Simon had set his wife &ierd recovered her
from the zealots, he returned back to the remasmdetdumea, and driving
the nation all before him from all quarters, he peited a great number of
them to retire to Jerusalem; he followed them hifmslso to the city, and
encompassed the wall all round again; and whenidgiged upon any
laborers that were coming thither out of the courte slew them. Now this
Simon, who was without the wall, was a greateroteto the people than the
Romans themselves, as were the zealots who wdrawiimore heavy upon
them than both of the other; and during this timé the mischievous
contrivances and courage [of John] corrupt the bofdyhe Galileans; for
these Galileans had advanced this John, and mauevéry potent, who
made them suitable requital from the authority lael lmbtained by their
means; for he permitted them to do all things #rat of them desired to do,
while their inclination to plunder was insatiablas was their zeal in
searching the houses of the rich; and for the miurgeof the men, and
abusing of the women, it was sport to them. Theyp alevoured what spoils
they had taken, together with their blood, and igdd themselves in
feminine wantonness, without any disturbance, tiley were satiated
therewith; while they decked their hair, and putvemmen's garments, and
were besmeared over with ointments; and that theyhtmappear very
comely, they had paints under their eyes, and tedtanot only the
ornaments, but also the lusts of women, and welleygaf such intolerable
uncleanness, that they invented unlawful pleasofdisat sort. And thus did
they roll themselves up and down the city, as brahel-house, and defiled
it entirely with their impure actions; nay, whileetr faces looked like the
faces of women, they killed with their right handsid when their gait was
effeminate, they presently attacked men, and becaareiors, and drew
their swords from under their finely dyed cloaksdaan every body through
whom they alighted upon. However, Simon waited $ach as ran away
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from John, and was the more bloody of the two; la@avho had escaped the
tyrant within the wall was destroyed by the othettlay before the gates, so
that all attempts of flying and deserting to thenkRms were cut off, as to
those that had a mind so to do.

11. Yet did the army that was under John raised#iee against him,
and all the Idumeans separated themselves frortytaet, and attempted to
destroy him, and this out of their envy at his povead hatred of his cruelty;
so they got together, and slew many of the zeadwid,drove the rest before
them into that royal palace that was built by Geaptho was a relation of
Izates, the king of Adiabene; the Idumeans felvith them, and drove the
zealots out thence into the temple, and betook skeémas to plunder John's
effects; for both he himself was in that palacel trerein had he laid up the
spoils he had acquired by his tyranny. In the mi&ae, the multitude of
those zealots that were dispersed over the cityogether to the temple unto
those that fled thither, and John prepared to btiram down against the
people and the Idumeans, who were not so mucldaffabeing attacked by
them (because they were themselves better solthars they) as at their
madness, lest they should privately sally out & tbmple and get among
them, and not only destroy them, but set the cityfioe also. So they
assembled themselves together, and the high pragtsthem, and took
counsel after what manner they should avoid thesaalt. Now it was God
who turned their opinions to the worst advice, #rahce they devised such a
remedy to get themselves free as was worse thandibease itself.
Accordingly, in order to overthrow John, they detered to admit Simon,
and earnestly to desire the introduction of a sédgrant into the city; which
resolution they brought to perfection, and senttMas, the high priest, to
beseech this Simon to come ill to them, of whonythad so often been
afraid. Those also that had fled from the zealotdarusalem joined in this
request to him, out of the desire they had of puesg their houses and their
effects. Accordingly he, in an arrogant manner,nggd them his lordly
protection, and came into the city, in order tawlit from the zealots. The
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people also made joyful acclamations to him, asrtbavior and their

preserver; but when he was come in, with his afmeyfook care to secure
his own authority, and looked upon those that madated him in to be no

less his enemies than those against whom the filovitevas intended.

12. And thus did Simon get possession of Jerusatethg third year of
the war, in the month Xanthicus [Nisan]; whereugohn, with his multitude
of zealots, as being both prohibited from comindg otithe temple, and
having lost their power in the city, (for Simon ahi$ party had plundered
them of what they had,) were in despair of delimeea Simon also made an
assault upon the temple, with the assistance op#ople, while the others
stood upon the cloisters and the battlements, afehded themselves from
their assaults. However, a considerable numberimbi®$s party fell, and
many were carried off wounded; for the zealotsuhtieeir darts easily from
a superior place, and seldom failed of hitting tle#iemies; but having the
advantage of situation, and having withal erectedr fvery large towers
aforehand, that their darts might come from higblaces, one at the north-
east corner of the court, one above the Xystusthind at another corner
over against the lower city, and the last was ecrk@bove the top of the
Pastophoria, where one of the priests stood ofsspuand gave a signal
beforehand, with a trumpet (5) at the beginningwdry seventh day, in the
evening twilight, as also at the evening when tfaat was finished, as giving
notice to the people when they were to leave offkwand when they were
to go to work again. These men also set their egio cast darts and stones
withal, upon those towers, with their archers almgers. And now Simon
made his assault upon the temple more faintly,dason that the greatest
part of his men grew weary of that work; yet did het leave off his
opposition, because his army was superior to therst although the darts
which were thrown by the engines were carried atgnay, and slew many
of those that fought for him.
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Footnotes:

1. See the note on B. V. ch. 13. sect. 6.

2. Of these Roman affairs and tumults under GalbapCdind Vitellius,
here only touched upon by Josephus, see Tacitudpr8us, and Dio,
more largely. However, we may observe with Ottitleat Josephus
writes the name of the second of them not Ottoh \many others, but
Otho, with the coins. See also the note on chsédt. 4.

3. Some of the ancients call this famous tree, or gr@an oak others, a
turpentine tree, or grove. It has been very famauall the past ages,
and is so, | suppose, at this day; and that paatigufor an eminent mart
or meeting of merchants there every year, as #dwelirs inform us.

4. Puetonius differs hardly three days from Joseplams] says Otho
perished on the ninety-fifth day of his reign. IntAon. See the note on
ch. 11. sect. 4.

5. This beginning and ending the observation of tiveisle seventh day, or
sabbath, with a priest's blowing of a trumpet, emarkable, and no
where else mentioned, that | know of. Nor is Relamnjecture here
improbable, that this was the very place that hazzled our
commentators so long, called "Musach Sabbati," "fhevert of the
Sabbath," if that be the true reading, 2 Kings &6decause here the
proper priest stood dry, under a "covering," toctaon the beginning
and ending of every Jewish sabbath.
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Chapter 10

The Soldiers Proclaimed Vespasian Emperor

1. Now about this very time it was that heavy calem came about
Rome on all sides; for Vitellius was come from Ganwy with his soldiery,
and drew along with him a great multitude of othe¥n besides. And when
the spaces allotted for soldiers could not contae@m, he made all Rome
itself his camp, and filled all the houses with hrsned men; which men,
when they saw the riches of Rome with those eyeshwvhad never seen
such riches before, and found themselves shonelralbout on all sides with
silver and gold, they had much ado to contain tkewetous desires, and
were ready to betake themselves to plunder, anldetslaughter of such as
should stand in their way. And this was the stdtaftairs in Italy at that
time.

2. But when Vespasian had overthrown all the pldlcas were near to
Jerusalem, he returned to Cesarea, and heard dfahleles that were at
Rome, and that Vitellius was emperor. This productignation in him,
although he well knew how to be governed as welioagovern, and could
not, with any satisfaction, own him for his lord evlacted so madly, and
seized upon the government as if it were absolutektitute of a governor.
And as this sorrow of his was violent, he was nbleato support the
torments he was under, nor to apply himself furihesther wars, when his
native country was laid waste; but then, as muchiggassion excited him
to avenge his country, so much was he restraingtidogonsideration of his
distance therefrom; because fortune might prevant nd do a world of
mischief before he could himself sail over the sedtaly, especially as it
was still the winter season; so he restrained mgeg how vehement soever
it was at this time.
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3. But now his commanders and soldiers met in s¢w@mpanies, and
consulted openly about changing the public affamed, out of their
indignation, cried out, how "at Rome there are igo&dthat live delicately,
and when they have not ventured so much as tothediame of war, they
ordain whom they please for our governors, andojpels of gain make them
emperors; while you, who have gone through so ni@mgrs, and are grown
into years under your helmets, give leave to otterse such a power, when
yet you have among yourselves one more worthylethan any whom they
have set up. Now what juster opportunity shall teegr have of requiting
their generals, if they do not make use of thi$ thaow before them? while
there is so much juster reasons for Vespasiantsgbemperor than for
Vitellius; as they are themselves more deserviram tthose that made the
other emperors; for that they have undergone a# grars as have the troops
that come from Germany; nor are they inferior inrw@ those that have
brought that tyrant to Rome, nor have they undezgemaller labors than
they; for that neither will the Roman senate, naome, bear such a
lascivious emperor as Vitellius, if he be compamnedh their chaste
Vespasian; nor will they endure a most barbarousnty instead of a good
governor, nor choose one that hath no child (Préside over them, instead
of him that is a father; because the advancememtesf's own children to
dignities is certainly the greatest security kingg have for themselves.
Whether, therefore, we estimate the capacity oegung from the skill of a
person in years, we ought to have Vespasian, oth@h&rom the strength of
a young man, we ought to have Titus; for by thisansewe shall have the
advantage of both their ages, for that they wilbaf strength to those that
shall be made emperors, they having already thegmrs, besides other
auxiliaries from the neighboring kings, and wilMeafurther all the armies in
the east to support them, as also those in Eusmp#iey as they are out of
the distance and dread of Vitellius, besides susfiiaries as they may have
in ltaly itself; that is, Vespasian's brother, &)d his other son [Domitian];
the one of whom will bring in a great many of thggeing men that are of
dignity, while the other is intrusted with the gowveent of the city, which
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office of his will be no small means of Vespasiambtaining the
government. Upon the whole, the case may be sheth,ift we ourselves
make further delays, the senate may choose an empédrom the soldiers,
who are the saviors of the empire, will have inteompt."

4. These were the discourses the soldiers hackingaveral companies;
after which they got together in a great body, amtouraging one another,
they declared Vespasian emperor, (3) and exhortied to save the
government, which was now in danger. Now Vespasianhcern had been
for a considerable time about the public, yet dédnlot intend to set up for
governor himself, though his actions showed hindéserve it, while he
preferred that safety which is in a private lifddrse the dangers in a state of
such dignity; but when he refused the empire, thammanders insisted the
more earnestly upon his acceptance; and the ssldane about him, with
their drawn swords in their hands, and threatemedilt him, unless he
would now live according to his dignity. And where had shown his
reluctance a great while, and had endeavored tsttlaway this dominion
from him, he at length, being not able to persutmin, yielded to their
solicitations that would salute him emperor.

5. So upon the exhortations of Mucianus, and tlerotcommanders,
that he would accept of the empire, and upon thahe rest of the army,
who cried out that they were willing to be led amgiall his opposers, he was
in the first place intent upon gaining the dominiower Alexandria, as
knowing that Egypt was of the greatest consequencerder to obtain the
entire government, because of its supplying of ¢riRome]; which corn, if
he could be master of, he hoped to dethrone Mitellsupposing he should
aim to keep the empire by force (for he would maible to support himself,
if the multitude at Rome should once be in wanfoafd); and because he
was desirous to join the two legions that were Bxandria to the other
legions that were with him. He also considered witinself, that he should
then have that country for a defense to himselirsjahe uncertainty of
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fortune; for Egypt (4) is hard to be entered bydlaand hath no good havens
by sea. It hath on the west the dry deserts ofd;iland on the south Siene,
that divides it from Ethiopia, as well as the catas of the Nile, that cannot
be sailed over; and on the east the Red Sea extasdiar as Coptus; and it
is fortified on the north by the land that reackhe$yria, together with that
called the Egyptian Sea, having no havens in isfops. And thus is Egypt
walled about on every side. Its length between dta@hn and Siene is two
thousand furlongs, and the passage by sea frorhiPEto Pelusium is three
thousand six hundred furlongs. Its river Nile isvigable as far as the city
called Elephantine, the forenamed cataracts hingeships from going any
farther, The haven also of Alexandria is not erttdrg the mariners without
difficulty, even in times of peace; for the passageard is narrow, and full
of rocks that lie under the water, which oblige thariners to turn from a
straight direction: its left side is blocked up Wwgrks made by men's hands
on both sides; on its right side lies the islankedaPharus, which is situated
just before the entrance, and supports a very doxetr, that affords the
sight of a fire to such as sail within three humidferlongs of it, that ships
may cast anchor a great way off in the night timereason of the difficulty
of sailing nearer. About this island are built vgmeat piers, the handiwork
of men, against which, when the sea dashes itsadf,its waves are broken
against those boundaries, the navigation beconmystneiblesome, and the
entrance through so narrow a passage is rendenggidais; yet is the haven
itself, when you are got into it, a very safe oamd of thirty furlongs in
largeness; into which is brought what the countgnis in order to its
happiness, as also what abundance the countrydaffoore than it wants
itself is hence distributed into all the habitabéeth.

6. Justly, therefore, did Vespasian desire to abtlaat government, in
order to corroborate his attempts upon the wholpiemso he immediately
sent to Tiberius Alexander, who was then governbrEgypt and of
Alexandria, and informed him what the army hadygdn him, and how he,
being forced to accept of the burden of the govemtmvyas desirous to have
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him for his confederate and supporter. Now as smorver Alexander had
read this letter, he readily obliged the legiond #me multitude to take the
oath of fidelity to Vespasian, both which willinggomplied with him, as
already acquainted with the courage of the mamm ftbat his conduct in
their neighborhood. Accordingly Vespasian, lookumpn himself as already
intrusted with the government, got all things reémyhis journey [to Rome].
Now fame carried this news abroad more suddeniyn thae could have
thought, that he was emperor over the east, upachwévery city kept
festivals, and celebrated sacrifices and oblatimnssuch good news; the
legions also that were in Mysia and Pannonia, wdmb lieen in commotion a
little before, on account of this insolent atteroptVitellius, were very glad
to take the oath of fidelity to Vespasian, upon ¢tasning to the empire.
Vespasian then removed from Cesarea to Berytusiewmany embassages
came to him from Syria, and many from other progsdringing with them
from every city crowns, and the congratulationstlod people. Mucianus
came also, who was the president of the provined,tald him with what
alacrity the people [received the news of his adearent], and how the
people of every city had taken the oath of fideigyhim.

7. So Vespasian's good fortune succeeded to hisewisvery where,
and the public affairs were, for the greatest paready in his hands; upon
which he considered that he had not arrived atgbeernment without
Divine Providence, but that a righteous kind otfatd brought the empire
under his power; for as he called to mind the ofiigmals, which had been a
great many every where, that foretold he shoulciobthe government, so
did he remember what Josephus had said to him Whemntured to foretell
his coming to the empire while Nero was alive; sowas much concerned
that this man was still in bonds with him. He theadled for Mucianus,
together with his other commanders and friends, andhe first place, he
informed them what a valiant man Josephus had baed, what great
hardships he had made him undergo in the siegetapdta. After that he
related those predictions of his (5) which he Haghtsuspected as fictions,
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suggested out of the fear he was in, but which bhgdtime been
demonstrated to be Divine. "It is a shameful th{ggid he) that this man,
who hath foretold my coming to the empire beforehaand been the
minister of a Divine message to me, should stilrétained in the condition
of a captive or prisoner." So he called for Josspland commanded that he
should be set at liberty; whereupon the commangesmised themselves
glorious things, froth this requital Vespasian ma&ole stranger. Titus was
then present with his father, and said, "O fathas, but just that the scandal
[of a prisoner] should be taken off Josephus, togrewith his iron chain. For
if we do not barely loose his bonds, but cut therpieces, he will be like a
man that had never been bound at all." For thidteisisual method as to such
as have been bound without a cause. This advicagragd to by Vespasian
also; so there came a man in, and cut the chametes; while Josephus
received this testimony of his integrity for a redaand was moreover
esteemed a person of credit as to futurities also.

Footnotes:

1. The Roman authors that now remain say Vitellius ¢iattiren, whereas
Josephus introduces here the Roman soldiers inaJsagng he had
none. Which of these assertions was the truth Mknot. Spanheim
thinks he hath given a peculiar reason for calNatgllius "childless,"
though he really had children, Diss. de Num. p.,6%D; to which it
appears very difficult to give our assent.

2. This brother of Vespasian was Flavius Sabinus,ugsddius informs us,
in Vitell. sect. 15, and in Vespas. sect. 2. Hals® named by Josephus
presently ch. 11. sect; 4.

3. It is plain by the nature of the thing, as well g Josephus and
Eutropius, that Vespasian was first of all salut@tperor in Judea, and
not till some time afterward in Egypt. Whence Tas® and Suetonius's
present copies must be correct text, when they &ajithat he was first
proclaimed in Egypt, and that on the calends of,Juhile they still say
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it was the fifth of the Nones or Ides of the saméy before he was
proclaimed in Judea. | suppose the month they timeaded was June,
and not July, as the copies now have it; nor doegtds's coherence
imply less. See Essay on the Revelation, p. 136.

. Here we have an authentic description of the boamdiscircumstances
of Egypt, in the days of Vespasian and Titus.

. As Daniel was preferred by Darius and Cyrus, oroaat of his having

foretold the destruction of the Babylonian monarblgytheir means, and
the consequent exaltation of the Medes and Persidasiel 5:6 or

rather, as Jeremiah, when he was a prisoner, waat dierty, and

honorably treated by Nebuzaradan, at the commamkebtichadnezzar,
on account of his having foretold the destructidnJerusalem by the
Babylonians, Jeremiah 40:1-7; so was our Josep#iuatdiberty, and

honorably treated, on account of his having focetbke advancement of
Vespasian and Titus to the Roman empire. All thmgemost eminent
instances of the interposition of Divine Providenaed of the certainty
of Divine predictions in the great revolutions @ketfour monarchies.
Several such-like examples there are, both in #ees and other
histories, as in the case of Joseph in Egypt. &ddddua the high priest,
in the days of Alexander the Great, etc.
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Chapter 11

Vespasian's Son: Titus Returned to Jerusalem

1. And now, when Vespasian had given answers teithigassages, and
had disposed of the places of power justly, (1) accbrding to every one's
deserts, he came to Antioch, and consulting whialg e had best take, he
preferred to go for Rome, rather than to marchlexandria, because he saw
that Alexandria was sure to him already, but that affairs at Rome were
put into disorder by Vitellius; so he sent Mucianadtaly, and committed a
considerable army both of horsemen and footmenntg yet was Mucianus
afraid of going by sea, because it was the midtilgiater, and so he led his
army on foot through Cappadocia and Phrygia.

2. In the mean time, Antonius Primus took the tlifdhe legions that
were in Mysia, for he was president of that proginand made haste, in
order to fight Vitellius; whereupon Vitellius semivay Cecinna, with a great
army, having a mighty confidence in him, becausehisf having beaten
Otho. This Cecinna marched out of Rome in greatehasnd found Antonius
about Cremona in Gall, which city is in the bordefdtaly; but when he saw
there that the enemy were numerous and in good,onéedurst not fight
them; and as he thought a retreat dangerous, sbepan to think of
betraying his army to Antonius. Accordingly, he exabled the centurions
and tribunes that were under his command, and peeslithem to go over to
Antonius, and this by diminishing the reputation Vitellius, and by
exaggerating the power of Vespasian. He also todantthat with the one
there was no more than the bare name of dominighwiih the other was
the power of it; and that it was better for thenptevent necessity, and gain
favor, and, while they were likely to be overcomehattle, to avoid the
danger beforehand, and go over to Antonius wiliimdhat Vespasian was
able of himself to subdue what had not yet subnhittethout their
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assistance, while Vitellius could not preserve wiehad already with it.

3. Cecinna said this, and much more to the san@opar and persuaded
them to comply with him; and both he and his arnegatted; but still the
very same night the soldiers repented of what thay done, and a fear
seized on them, lest perhaps Vitellius who sentntisbould get the better;
and drawing their swords, they assaulted Cecirmayder to kill him; and
the thing had been done by them, if the tribunes mat fallen upon their
knees, and besought them not to do it; so theesldiid not kill him, but put
him in bonds, as a traitor, and were about to dandto Vitellius. When
[Antonius] Primus heard of this, he raised up henmmmediately, and made
them put on their armor, and led them against thbs¢ had revolted;
hereupon they put themselves in order of battld, made a resistance for a
while, but were soon beaten, and fled to Cremdmen did Primus take his
horsemen, and cut off their entrance into the cilyd encompassed and
destroyed a great multitude of them before the, @atyd fell into the city
together with the rest, and gave leave to his emddo plunder it. And here it
was that many strangers, who were merchants, dasvelany of the people
of that country, perished, and among them Vitediushole army, being
thirty thousand and two hundred, while Antoniug les more of those that
came with him from Mysia than four thousand ance fbundred: he then
loosed Cecinna, and sent him to Vespasian to irellthe good news. So he
came, and was received by him, and covered thalatafh his treachery by
the unexpected honors he received from Vespasian.

4. And now, upon the news that Antonius was appnoac Sabinus
took courage at Rome, and assembled those cohbodsldiers that kept
watch by night, and in the night time seized ugdmndapitol; and, as the day
came on, many men of character came over to hirth @omitian, his
brother's son, whose encouragement was of veryt guegght for the
compassing the government. Now Vitellius was notimaoncerned at this
Primus, but was very angry with those that had ltedowith Sabinus; and
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thirsting, out of his own natural barbarity, afteoble blood, he sent out that
part of the army which came along with him to figlgiainst the capitol; and
many bold actions were done on this side, and ersitte of those that held
the temple. But at last, the soldiers that camenfi@ermany, being too
numerous for the others, got the hill into theisgession, where Domitian,
with many other of the principal Romans, provideltyi escaped, while the
rest of the multitude were entirely cut to piecasd Sabinus himself was
brought to Vitellius, and then slain; the soldialso plundered the temple of
its ornaments, and set it on fire. But now withiday's time came Antonius,
with his army, and were met by Vitellius and hisngr and having had a
battle in three several places, the last wereedtrdyed. Then did Vitellius
come out of the palace, in his cups, and satiatéll an extravagant and
luxurious meal, as in the last extremity, and bedngwn along through the
multitude, and abused with all sorts of tormentg] his head cut off in the
midst of Rome, having retained the government emgbiths and five days
(2) and had he lived much longer, | cannot butkhime empire would not
have been sufficient for his lust. Of the otherstthvere slain, were
numbered above fifty thousand. This battle was fvwg the third day of the
month Apelleus [Casleu]; on the next day Mucianae into the city with
his army, and ordered Antonius and his men to lezVeilling; for they
were still searching the houses, and killed manyitdllius's soldiers, and
many of the populace, as supposing them to besopaity, preventing by
their rage any accurate distinction between therd athers. He then
produced Domitian, and recommended him to the todki, until his father
should come himself; so the people being now fifeech their fears, made
acclamations of joy for Vespasian, as for their erop and kept festival
days for his confirmation, and for the destructwdrVitellius.

5. And now, as Vespasian was come to Alexandris,gibod news came
from Rome, and at the same time came embassiesaltdns own habitable
earth, to congratulate him upon his advancemeittlamugh this Alexandria
was the greatest of all cities next to Rome, itvptbtoo narrow to contain
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the multitude that then came to it. So upon thisficmation of Vespasian's
entire government, which was now settled, and uplo® unexpected

deliverance of the public affairs of the Romansrfrauin, Vespasian turned
his thoughts to what remained unsubdued in Judeavekier, he himself

made haste to go to Rome, as the winter was nowstlover, and soon set
the affairs of Alexandria in order, but sent his Jatus, with a select part of
his army, to destroy Jerusalem. So Titus marchefanas far as Nicopolis,

which is distant twenty furlongs from Alexandridete he put his army on
board some long ships, and sailed upon the rivengalthe Mendesian

Nomus, as far as the city Tumuis; there he gotobubhe ships, and walked
on foot, and lodged all night at a small city callEanis. His second station
was Heracleopolis, and his third Pelusium; he tledéreshed his army at that
place for two days, and on the third passed ovemtbuths of the Nile at
Pelusium; he then proceeded one station over tkertleand pitched his
camp at the temple of the Casian Jupiter, (3) andth® next day at

Ostracine. This station had no water, but the meopthe country make use
of water brought from other places. After this lested at Rhinocolura, and
from thence he went to Raphia, which was his foat#ttion. This city is the

beginning of Syria. For his fifth station he pitchkis camp at Gaza,; after
which he came to Ascalon, and thence to Jamniaatiadthat to Joppa, and
from Joppa to Cesarea, having taken a resolutigatioer all his other forces
together at that place.

Footnotes:

1. This is well observed by Josephus, that Vespasiamrder to secure his
success, and establish his government at firdtjlwised his offices and
places upon the foot of justice, and bestowed tloensuch as best
deserved them, and were best fit for them. Whickewsonduct in a
mere heathen ought to put those rulers and misistestate to shame,
who, professing Christianity, act otherwise, ancerélhy expose
themselves and their kingdoms to vice and destmcti
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2. The numbers in Josephus, ch. 9. sect. 2, 9, fdraGsdven months seven
days, for Otho three months two days, and hereVitellius eight
months five days, do not agree with any Roman h&te, who also
disagree among themselves. And, indeed, Sealigty jopomplains, as
Dr. Hudson observes on ch. 9. sect. 2, that thi®gas very confused
and uncertain in the ancient authors. They weréagbly some of them
contemporary together for some time; one of the leegences we
have, | mean Ptolemy's Canon, omits them all, abaf/ did not all
together reign one whole year, nor had a singletihor new-year's
day, (which then fell upon August 6,) in their eatreigns. Dio also,
who says that Vitellius reigned a year within texysl does yet estimate
all their reigns together at no more than one yeae, month, and two
days.

3. There are coins of this Casian Jupiter still extant
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