BOOK 7

FROM THE TAKING OF
JERUSALEM BY TITUS TO
THE SEDITION AT CYRENE

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
The Entire City of Jerusalem Was Demolished

1. Now as soon as the army had no more peopleayosl|to plunder,
because there remained none to be the objecteiofftiny, (for they would
not have spared any, had there remained any otbwxr tow be done,) Caesar
gave orders that they should now demolish the eemiity and temple, but
should leave as many of the towers standing as wéréhe greatest
eminency; that is, Phasaelus, and Hippicus, andakfere; and so much of
the wall as enclosed the city on the west sides Wall was spared, in order
to afford a camp for such as were to lie in garrjsas were the towers also
spared, in order to demonstrate to posterity wirat kf city it was, and how
well fortified, which the Roman valor had subdubd; for all the rest of the
wall, it was so thoroughly laid even with the grduoy those that dug it up
to the foundation, that there was left nothing kenthose that came thither
believe it had ever been inhabited. This was treevehnich Jerusalem came
to by the madness of those that were for innovati@encity otherwise of
great magnificence, and of mighty fame among alkiad. (1)

2. But Caesar resolved to leave there, as a gtlaadenth legion, with
certain troops of horsemen, and companies of footrBe, having entirely
completed this war, he was desirous to commend/hade army, on account
of the great exploits they had performed, and tetdve proper rewards on
such as had signalized themselves therein. HeHleadfore a great tribunal
made for him in the midst of the place where he foaaerly encamped, and
stood upon it with his principal commanders abaut,land spake so as to
be heard by the whole arrmy in the manner followiRigat he returned them
abundance of thanks for their good-will which thed showed to him: he
commended them for that ready obedience they hhtbieed in this whole
war, which obedience had appeared in the many agat glangers which
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they had courageously undergone; as also for thatage they had shown,
and had thereby augmented of themselves their gosinggower, and had
made it evident to all men, that neither the mudk# of their enemies, nor the
strength of their places, nor the largeness of tiiges, nor the rash boldness
and brutish rage of their antagonists, were sufficiat any time to get clear
of the Roman valor, although some of them may hiawvkine in many
respects on their side. He said further, that & Wwat reasonable for them to
put an end to this war, now it had lasted so Idagthat they had nothing
better to wish for when they entered into it; ahdttthis happened more
favorably for them, and more for their glory, thalt the Romans had
willingly accepted of those for their governors,dathe curators of their
dominions, whom they had chosen for them, and lead ®to their own
country for that purpose, which still continued andhe management of
those whom they had pitched on, and were thankfuhém for pitching
upon them. That accordingly, although he did batimige and tenderly
regard them all, because he knew that every onéherh had gone as
cheerfully about their work as their abilities aopportunities would give
them leave; yet, he said, that he would immediabsgtow rewards and
dignities on those that had fought the most brgvahd with greater force,
and had signalized their conduct in the most gieimmanner, and had made
his army more famous by their noble exploits; drat ho one who had been
willing to take more pains than another should noisa just retribution for
the same; for that he had been exceeding caretultdhis matter, and that
the more, because he had much rather reward theewiof his fellow
soldiers than punish such as had offended.

3. Hereupon Titus ordered those whose businesagttavread the list of
all that had performed great exploits in this walnom he called to him by
their names, and commended them before the compadyejoiced in them
in the same manner as a man would have rejoicddsiown exploits. He
also put on their heads crowns of gold, and golderaments about their
necks, and gave them long spears of gold,. andjefhishat were made of
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silver, and removed every one of them to a highaekyand besides this, he
plentifully distributed among them, out of the dppand the other prey they
had taken, silver, and gold, and garments. So ey had all these honors
bestowed on them, according to his own appointmete to every one, and
he had wished all sorts of happiness to the wholeyahe came down,
among the great acclamations which were made tq amd then betook
himself to offer thank-offerings [to the gods], aadonce sacrificed a vast
number of oxen, that stood ready at the altars,dastibuted them among
the army to feast on. And when he had staid theges dmong the principal
commanders, and so long feasted with them, he agay the rest of his
army to the several places where they would beyewee best situated; but
permitted the tenth legion to stay, as a guarceatsdlem, and did not send
them away beyond Euphrates, where they had beesrebefnd as he
remembered that the twelfth legion had given wath&oJews, under Cestius
their general, he expelled them out of all Syrta,they had lain formerly at
Raphanea, and sent them away to a place calledtiMel@ear Euphrates,
which is in the limits of Armenia and Cappadocia; dso thought fit that
two of the legions should stay with him till he sitcb go to Egypt. He then
went down with his army to that Cesarea which layHe sea-side, and there
laid up the rest of his spoils in great quantitiad gave order that the
captives should he kept there; for the winter sedsndered him then from
sailing into Italy.

Footnote:

1. Why the great Bochart should say, (De Phoenic. dB II. ch. iv.,)
that" there are in this clause of Josephus as mastakes as words," |
do by no means understand. Josephus thought Medigkdirst built, or
rather rebuilt and adorned, this city, and thatas then called Salem, as
Psalm 76:2; afterwards came to be called Jerusalend that
Melchisedek, being a priest as well as a king, thuil the true God
therein a temple, or place for public Divine wogsland sacrifice; all
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which things may be very true for aught we knowthe contrary. And
for the word, or temple, as if it must needs beltmghe great temple
built by Solomon long afterward, Josephus himsslg) for the small
tabernacle of Moses, Antiqg. B. Ill. ch. 6. sectség also Antig. B. lit.
ch. 6. sect. 1, as he here presently uses, forrge land splendid
synagogue of the Jews at Antioch, B. VII. ch. 21.s8.



Chapter 2

Titus Exhibited All Sorts of Shows at Cesarea
Philippi

1. Now at the same time that Titus Caesar layastbge of Jerusalem,
did Vespasian go on board a merchantship and saibed Alexandria to
Rhodes; whence he sailed away ,in ships with thoees of oars; and as he
touched at several cities that lay in his roadwaes joyfully received by
them all, and so passed over from lonia into Greebence he set sail from
Corcyra to the promontory of lapyx, whence he thskjourney by land. But
as for Titus, he marched from that Cesarea whighblathe sea-side, and
came to that which is named Cesarea Philippi, #ad there a considerable
time, and exhibited all sorts of shows there. Arteha great number of the
captives were destroyed, some being thrown to Wwédsts, and others in
multitudes forced to kill one another, as if thegre/their enemies. And here
it was that Titus was informed of the seizure ah&n the son of Gioras,
which was made after the manner following: This @wnduring the siege of
Jerusalem, was in the upper city; but when the Romrany was gotten
within the walls, and were laying the city waste then took the most
faithful of his friends with him, and among themns® that were stone-
cutters, with those iron tools which belonged tw@itloccupation, and as great
a quantity of provisions as would suffice them forlong time, and let
himself and all them down into a certain subteroarsecavern that was not
visible above ground. Now, so far as had been diggfeold, they went
onward along it without disturbance; but where tmagt with solid earth,
they dug a mine under ground, and this in hopesstkiey should be able to
proceed so far as to rise from under ground infa@ace, and by that means
escape. But when they came to make the experinthety were
disappointed of their hope; for the miners couldkendut small progress,
and that with difficulty also; insomuch that therovisions, though they
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distributed them by measure, began to fail thend Aoaw Simon, thinking
he might be able to astonish and elude the Ronpangn a white frock, and
buttoned upon him a purple cloak, and appearedobtihie ground in the
place where the temple had formerly been. At ttst, findeed, those that saw
him were greatly astonished, and stood still whbey were; but afterward
they came nearer to him, and asked him who he M@as. Simon would not
tell them, but bid them call for their captain; antlen they ran to call him,
Terentius Rufus (1) who was left to command the yathere, came to
Simon, and learned of him the whole truth, and Kept in bonds, and let
Caesar know that he was taken. Thus did God bhisgtan to be punished
for what bitter and savage tyranny he had exercgginst his countrymen
by those who were his worst enemies; and this wielgvas not subdued by
violence, but voluntarily delivered himself up feetm to be punished, and
that on the very same account that he had laid tatsusations against many
Jews, as if they were falling away to the Romans, f[aad barbarously slain
them for wicked actions do not escape the Divingeannor is justice too
weak to punish offenders, but in time overtakes¢hthat transgress its laws,
and inflicts its punishments upon the wicked in anmer, so much more
severe, as they expected to escape it on accouheiofnot being punished
immediately. (2) Simon was made sensible of thisfdilling under the
indignation of the Romans. This rise of his outtbé ground did also
occasion the discovery of a great number of otkdrghe seditious at that
time, who had hidden themselves under ground. ButSimon, he was
brought to Caesar in bonds, when he was come loatltkat Cesarea which
was on the seaside, who gave orders that he shmmulkiept against that
triumph which he was to celebrate at Rome upondbigsion.

Footnotes:

1. This Tereutius Rufus, as Reland in part observeg, he the same
person whom the Talmudists call Turnus Rufus; obmhthey relate,
that "he ploughed up Sion as a field, and madesaém become as
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heaps, and the mountain of the house as the higtesdof a forest;"
which was long before foretold by the prophet Micah. 3:12, and
guoted from him in the prophecies of Jeremiah26h18.

2. See Ecclesiastes 8:11.



Chapter 3

Titus Had Many of the Jews Slain

1. While Titus was at Cesarea, he solemnized thiedaly of his brother
Domitian] after a splendid manner, and inflictedgeeat deal of the
punishment intended for the Jews in honor of hion;the number of those
that were now slain in fighting with the beastsg avere burnt, and fought
with one another, exceeded two thousand five huhdfet did all this seem
to the Romans, when they were thus destroyed tarséimd several ways, to
be a punishment beneath their deserts. AftelGhesar came to Berytus, (1)
which is a city of Phoenicia, and a Roman colomgd ataid there a longer
time, and exhibited a still more pompous solemratyout his father's
birthday, both in the magnificence of the showsd am the other vast
expenses he was at in his devices thereto belongintpat a great multitude
of the captives were here destroyed after the saamner as before.

2. It happened also about this time, that the Jei#ve remained at
Antioch were under accusations, and in danger ofsipag, from the
disturbances that were raised against them by tii®éhians; and this both
on account of the slanders spread abroad at this éigainst them, and on
account of what pranks they had played not longreefwhich | am obliged
to describe without fail, though briefly, that | ynghe better connect my
narration of future actions with those that werfobe

3. For as the Jewish nation is widely dispersed @llethe habitable
earth among its inhabitants, so it is very muclermingled with Syria by
reason of its neighborhood, and had the greate#itumaes in Antioch by
reason of the largeness of the city, wherein timgi after Antiochus, had
afforded them a habitation with the most undistdrbanquillity; for though
Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, laid Jerusalaste, and spoiled the



temple, yet did those that succeeded him in thgdom restore all the
donations that were made of brass to the Jews ¢b&n and dedicated
them to their synagogue, and granted them theysrgot of equal privileges
of citizens with the Greeks themselves; and asstloeeeding kings treated
them after the same manner, they both multipliec tgreat number, and
adorned their temple gloriously by fine ornameng)d with great
magnificence, in the use of what had been givemth€hey also made
proselytes of a great many of the Greeks perpgtuatid thereby after a sort
brought them to be a portion of their own body. Boout this time when the
present war began, and Vespasian was newly sail8grta, and all men had
taken up a great hatred against the Jews, theagtthat a certain person,
whose name was Antiochus, being one of the Jewalom and greatly
respected on account of his father, who was goverhthe Jews at Antioch
(2) came upon the theater at a time when the peopl@ntioch were
assembled together, and became an informer adgasm&ither, and accused
both him and others that they had resolved to lthenwhole city in one
night; he also delivered up to them some Jews Wee foreigners, as
partners in their resolutions. When the people chehris, they could not
refrain their passion, but commanded that those whre delivered up to
them should have fire brought to burn them, whoewnaacordingly all burnt
upon the theater immediately. They did also fadlemtly upon the multitude
of the Jews, as supposing that by punishing thetdenly they should save
their own city. As for Antiochus, he aggravated thge they were in, and
thought to give them a demonstration of his ownveosion, arm of his
hatred of the Jewish customs, by sacrificing aftermanner of the Greeks;
he persuaded the rest also to compel them to dsdhee, because they
would by that means discover who they were thatplatted against them,
since they would not do so; and when the peopléAmtioch tried the
experiment, some few complied, but those that wawlddo so were slain.
As for Ailtiochus himself, he obtained soldiersrfrahe Roman commander,
and became a severe master over his own citizenspermitting them to
rest on the seventh day, but forcing them to dahalt they usually did on
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other days; and to that degree of distress didedaae them in this matter,
that the rest of the seventh day was dissolvedonbyt at Antioch, but the
same thing which took thence its rise was donetherocities also, in like
manner, for some small time.

4. Now, after these misfortunes had happened tddhe at Antioch, a
second calamity befell them, the description ofchihwhen we were going
about we premised the account foregoing; for ugos accident, whereby
the four-square market-place was burnt down, a$ agethe archives, and
the place where the public records were preserard,the royal palaces,
(and it was not without difficulty that the fire wdhen put a stop to, which
was likely, by the fury wherewith it was carriedmad), to have gone over the
whole city,) Antiochus accused the Jews as thesiacaof all the mischief
that was done. Now this induced the people of Afitjavho were now under
the immediate persuasion, by reason of the disdtd®r were in, that this
calumny was true, and would have been under thes smTsuasion, even
though they had not borne an ill-will at the Jew$obe, to believe this man's
accusation, especially when they considered whatdeen done before, and
this to such a degree, that they all fell violentpon those that were accused,
and this, like madmen, in a very furious rage aés@n as if they had seen
the Jews in a manner setting fire themselves tacitlye nor was it without
difficulty that one Cneius Collegas, the legateuldoprevail with them to
permit the affairs to be laid before Caesar; fort@<esennius Petus, the
president of Syria, Vespasian had already sentawany; and so it happened
that he was not yet come back thither. But whene@ak had made a careful
inquiry into the matter, he found out the truthgd dhat not one of those Jews
that were accused by Antiochus had any hand buitthat all was done by
some vile persons greatly in debt, who supposediftitley could once set
fire to the market-place, and burn the public rdspithey should have no
further demands made upon them. So the Jews weder great disorder and
terror, in the uncertain expectations of what wohdthe upshot of these
accusations against them.
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Footnotes:

1. This Berytus was certainly a Roman colony, and ¢@ss extant that
witness the same, as Hudson and Spanheim inforr8aesthe note on
Antig. B. XVI: ch. 11. sect. 1.

2. The Jews at Antioch and Alexandria, the two priatigities in all the
East, had allowed them, both by the Macedoniars afterwards by the
Romans, a governor of their own, who was exempn ftioe jurisdiction
of the other civil governors. He was called somesrbarely "governor,"
sometimes "ethnarch,” and [at Alexandria] "alabdr@s Dr. Hudson
takes notice on this place out of Fuller's Misaalts. They had the like
governor or governors allowed them at Babylon urtteir captivity
there, as the history of Susanna implies.
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Chapter 4

Vespasian Was Received at Rome

1. And now Titus Caesar, upon the news that wasudirio him
concerning his father, that his coming was muchreedy all the Italian
cities, and that Rome especially received him wgtieat alacrity and
splendor, betook himself to rejoicing and pleastines great degree, as now
freed from the solicitude he had been under, #fiemost agreeable manner.
For all men that were in Italy showed their respdoct him in their minds
before he came thither, as if he were already c@segsteeming the very
expectation they had of him to be his real preseoaneaccount of the great
desires they had to see him, and because the gillotthey bore him was
entirely free and unconstrained; for it was, dddedhing to the senate, who
well remembered the calamities they had undergornt@e late changes of
their governors, to receive a governor who was raetbmwith the gravity of
old age, and with the highest skill in the actiofsvar, whose advancement
would be, as they knew, for nothing else but fer pheservation of those that
were to be governed. Moreover, the people had seeharassed by their
civil miseries, that they were still more earneamst liis coming immediately,
as supposing they should then be firmly deliverethftheir calamities, and
believed they should then recover their secureqtrdiity and prosperity;
and for the soldiery, they had the principal regardhim, for they were
chiefly apprized of his great exploits in war; asidce they had experienced
the want of skill and want of courage in other caanufers, they were very
desirous to be free from that great shame theyuhdérgone by their means,
and heartily wished to receive such a prince ashtrbg a security and an
ornament to them. And as this good-will to Vespasias universal, those
that enjoyed any remarkable dignities could notehaatience enough to stay
in Rome, but made haste to meet him at a very glistdnce from it; nay,
indeed, none of the rest could endure the delageefng him, but did all
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pour out of the city in such crowds, and were siwansally possessed with
the opinion that it was easier and better for thhemo out than to stay there,
that this was the very first time that the city fialy perceived itself almost
empty of its citizens; for those that staid withuere fewer than those that
went out. But as soon as the news was come thatkéhard by, and those
that had met him at first related with what goodnlou he received every one
that came to him, then it was that the whole nudet that had remained in
the city, with their wives and children, came inbe road, and waited for
him there; and for those whom he passed by, thegemall sorts of
acclamations, on account of the joy they had tohsme and the pleasantness
of his countenance, and styled him their Benefa@tar Savior, and the only
person who was worthy to be ruler of the city ofni®& And now the city
was like a temple, full of garlands and sweet odoos was it easy for him
to come to the royal palace, for the multitudelad people that stood about
him, where yet at last he performed his sacrifioéthanksgiving to his
household gods for his safe return to the city. firhdtitude did also betake
themselves to feasting; which feasts and drinkrioffss they celebrated by
their tribes, and their families, and their neigiftmmds, and still prayed God
to grant that Vespasian, his sons, and all thestgriy, might continue in the
Roman government for a very long time, and thatdaminion might be
preserved from all opposition. And this was the n&nn which Rome so
joyfully received Vespasian, and thence grew immatsdy into a state of
great prosperity.

2. But before this time, and while Vespasian wasuald\lexandria, and
Titus was lying at the siege of Jerusalem, a gmadtitude of the Germans
were in commotion, and tended to rebellion; andthes Gauls in their
neighborhood joined with them, they conspired tbgetand had thereby
great hopes of success, and that they should fremselves from the
dominion of the Romans. The motives that inducesl @ermans to this
attempt for a revolt, and for beginning the waryavhese: In the first place,
the nature [of the people], which was destitutgust reasonings, and ready
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to throw themselves rashly into danger, upon sinables; in the next place,
the hatred they bore to those that were their gurer while their nation had
never been conscious of subjection to any but @oRbmans, and that by
compulsion only. Besides these motives, it was dpportunity that now

offered itself, which above all the rest prevaieth them so to do; for when
they saw the Roman government in a great intensarder, by the continual
changes of its rulers, and understood that everly gdahe habitable earth
under them was in an unsettled and tottering cmmgithey thought this was
the best opportunity that couldd afford itself ftlremselves to make a
sedition, when the state of the Romans was s&Hssicus (1) also, and
Vitellius, two of their commanders, puffed them wyh such hopes. These
had for a long time been openly desirous of suchnanvation, and were
induced by the present opportunity to venture ughendeclaration of their
sentiments; the multitude was also ready; and whese men told them of
what they intended to attempt, that news was glagibgived by them. So
when a great part of the Germans had agreed td, 1@fe the rest were no
better disposed, Vespasian, as guided by Divineiékeace, sent letters to
Petilius Cerealis, who had formerly had the commaih@&ermany, whereby
he declared him to have the dignity of consul, aacthmanded him to take
upon him the government of Britain; so he went iithe was ordered to
go, and when he was informed of the revolt of trern@ans, he fell upon
them as soon as they were gotten together, andiparmy in battle-array,

and slew a great number of them in the fight, asvddd them to leave off
their madness, and to grow wiser; nay, had healf thus suddenly upon
them on the place, it had not been long ere theyldvbowever have been
brought to punishment; for as soon as ever the éwsir revolt was come
to Rome, and Caesar Domitian was made acquainttd itvine made no

delay, even at that his age, when he was excegdimgg, but undertook this
weighty affair. He had a courageous mind from lathér, and had made
greater improvements than belonged to such anaagerdingly he marched
against the barbarians immediately; whereupon tiesrts failed them at the
very rumor of his approach, and they submitted sedves to him with fear,
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and thought it a happy thing that they were brougider their old yoke
again without suffering any further mischiefs. Whiaarefore Domitian had
settled all the affairs of Gaul in such good ordkeat it would not be easily
put into disorder any more, he returned to Romé wwnor and glory, as
having performed such exploits as were above his age, but worthy of so
great a father.

3. At the very same time with the forementionedotewf the Germans
did the bold attempt of the Scythians against teen&s occur; for those
Scythians who are called Sarmatians, being a vemnenous people,
transported themselves over the Danube into Mysvghout being
perceived; after which, by their violence, and mi unexpected assault,
they slew a great many of the Romans that guatidedrontiers; and as the
consular legate Fonteius Agrippa came to meet thamg fought
courageously against them, he was slain by theray Tlhen overran all the
region that had been subject to him, tearing anding every thing that fell
in their way. But when Vespasian was informed ofatvhiad happened, and
how Mysia was laid waste, he sent away RubriusuSaib punish these
Sarmatians; by whose means many of them perish#tibattles he fought
against them, and that part which escaped fled f@@hto their own country.
So when this general had put an end to the waprbeided for the future
security of the country also; for he placed moral anore numerous
garrisons in the place, till he made it altogetihgrossible for the barbarians
to pass over the river any more. And thus had was in Mysia a sudden
conclusion.

Footnote:

1. This Classicus, and Civilis, and Cerealis are namve# known in
Tacitus; the two former as moving sedition agaithstRomans, and the
last as sent to repress them by Vespasian, jubegsare here described
in Josephus; which is the case also of Fontellisiphg and Rubrius
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Gallup, i, sect. 3. But as to the very favorablecamt presently given of
Domitian, particularly as to his designs in this I@allic and German
expedition, it is not a little contrary to that 8uetonius, Vesp. sect. 7.
Nor are the reasons unobvious that might occasiengreat diversity:
Domitian was one of Josephus's patrons, and whgouhkshed these
books of the Jewish war, was very young, and hadih&®egun those
wicked practices which rendered him so infamouerafard; while
Suetonius seems to have been too young, and toinléfe, to receive
any remarkable favors from him; as Domitian wadaiely very lewd
and cruel, and generally hated, when Puetoniusavabbut him.
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Chapter 5

Titus's and Vespasian's Triumph

1. Now Titus Caesar tarried some time at Berytssyatold you before.
He thence removed, and exhibited magnificent shiomall those cities of
Syria through which he went, and made use of tipivea Jews as public
instances of the destruction of that nation. Henteaw a river as he went
along, of such a nature as deserves to be recandedtory; it runs in the
middle between Arcea, belonging to Agrippa's kimgd@and Raphanea. It
hath somewhat very peculiar in it; for when it ruits current is strong, and
has plenty of water; after which its springs fal Six days together, and
leave its channel dry, as any one may see; aftechwdiays it runs on the
seventh day as it did before, and as though itumatrgone no change at all;
it hath also been observed to keep this order pesjhg and exactly; whence
it is that they call it the Sabbatic River (1) tim#tme being taken from the
sacred seventh day among the Jews.

2. But when the people of Antioch were informedttAdus was
approaching, they were so glad at it, that theyiccowt keep within their
walls, but hasted away to give him the meeting; tiagy proceeded as far as
thirty furlongs, and more, with that intention. Beewere not the men only,
but a multitude of women also with their childreil dhe same; and when
they saw him coming up to them, they stood on sadles of the way, and
stretched out their right hands, saluting him, andking all sorts of
acclamations to him, and turned back together Wwith. They also, among
all the acclamations they made to him, besoughtdiirtine way they went to
eject the Jews out of their city; yet did not Titatsall yield to this their
petition, but gave them the bare hearing of it tipieHowever, the Jews
were in a great deal of terrible fear, under theeutainty they were in what
his opinion was, and what he would do to them. FHtus did not stay at
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Antioch, but continued his progress immediatelyéugma, which lies upon
the Euphrates, whither came to him messengers Wologeses king of
Parthia, and brought him a crown of gold upon tieovy he had gained
over the Jews; which he accepted of, and feas®gfitly's messengers, and
then came back to Antioch. And when the senate @aaple of Antioch
earnestly entreated him to come upon their theatdere their whole
multitude was assembled, and expected him, he c¢edhphith great
humanity; but when they pressed him with much esnsss, and
continually begged of him that he would eject teevd out of their city, he
gave them this very pertinent answer. How can Hdsdone, since that
country of theirs, whither the Jews must be oblighdn to retire, is
destroyed, and no place will receive them besid®gReéreupon the people
of Antioch, when they had failed of success in thisir first request, made
him a second; for they desired that he would otidese tables of brass to be
removed on which the Jews' privileges were engravémwever, Titus
would not grant that neither, but permitted the slefvAntioch to continue to
enjoy the very same privileges in that city whibley had before, and then
departed for Egypt; and as he came to Jerusalemisinprogress, and
compared the melancholy condition he saw it themwith the ancient glory
of the city, and called to mind the greatness®piesent ruins, as well as its
ancient splendor, he could not but pity the desitvacof the city, so far was
he from boasting that so great and goodly a citthaswas had been by him
taken by force; nay, he frequently cursed thosehbd been the authors of
their revolt, and had brought such a punishmentupe city; insomuch that
it openly appeared that he did not desire that sacbalamity as this
punishment of theirs amounted to should be a detradim of his courage.
Yet was there no small quantity of the riches thed been in that city still
found among its ruins, a great deal of which thenRos dug up; but the
greatest part was discovered by those who wereveaptand so they carried
it away; | mean the gold and the silver, and thst o that most precious
furniture which the Jews had, and which the owinard treasured up under
ground, against the uncertain fortunes of war.
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3. So Titus took the journey he intended into Eggpd passed over the
desert very suddenly, and came to Alexandria, eakl ip a resolution to go
to Rome by sea. And as he was accompanied by tyuonle, he sent each of
them again to the places whence they had beforeectima fifth he sent to
Mysia, and the fifteenth to Pannonia: as for thaders of the captives,
Simon and John, with the other seven hundred méonpwhe had selected
out of the rest as being eminently tall and handasofmbody, he gave order
that they should be soon carried to Italy, as k@sglto produce them in his
triumph. So when he had had a prosperous voyadpstmind, the city of
Rome behaved itself in his reception, and theirtmgehim at a distance, as
it did in the case of his father. But what made rinest splendid appearance
in Titus's opinion was, when his father met himg aeceived him; but still
the multitude of the citizens conceived the gragtwswhen they saw them
all three together, (2) as they did at this timer;, were many days overpast
when they determined to have but one triumph, shatuld be common to
both of them, on account of the glorious exploiteyt had performed,
although the senate had decreed each of them eatep@umph by himself.
So when notice had been given beforehand of theaggpinted for this
pompous solemnity to be made, on account of theiowes, not one of the
iImmense multitude was left in the city, but eveody went out so far as to
gain only a station where they might stand, antldafy such a passage as
was necessary for those that were to be seendogg it.

4. Now all the soldiery marched out beforehand bsnganies, and in
their several ranks, under their several commanderghe night time, and
were about the gates, not of the upper palaceghbat near the temple of
Isis; for there it was that the emperors had retedoregoing night. And as
soon as ever it was day, Vespasian and Titus cainerowned with laurel,
and clothed in those ancient purple habits whichevpgoper to their family,
and then went as far as Octavian's Walks; for thevas that the senate, and
the principal rulers, and those that had been detbias of the equestrian
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order, waited for them. Now a tribunal had beerctext before the cloisters,
and ivory chairs had been set upon it, when thegecand sat down upon
them. Whereupon the soldiery made an acclamationjogf to them
immediately, and all gave them attestations ofrtlalor; while they were
themselves without their arms, and only in theikesi garments, and
crowned with laurel: then Vespasian accepted adehshouts of theirs; but
while they were still disposed to go on in suchlao@ations, he gave them a
signal of silence. And when every body entirelydhtfeir peace, he stood
up, and covering the greatest part of his head wighcloak, he put up the
accustomed solemn prayers; the like prayers didsTput up also; after
which prayers Vespasian made a short speech tioegfieople, and then sent
away the soldiers to a dinner prepared for therthbyemperors. Then did he
retire to that gate which was called the Gate efRlomp, because pompous
shows do always go through that gate; there it thas they tasted some
food, and when they had put on their triumphal gars, and had offered
sacrifices to the gods that were placed at the, dagy sent the triumph
forward, and marched through the theatres, that theght be the more
easily seen by the multitudes.

5. Now it is impossible to describe the multitudettee shows as they
deserve, and the magnificence of them all; suckeddas a man could not
easily think of as performed, either by the labbworkmen, or the variety
of riches, or the rarities of nature; for almostsaich curiosities as the most
happy men ever get by piece-meal were here oneebleap another, and
those both admirable and costly in their naturet ath brought together on
that day demonstrated the vastness of the domiibtie Romans; for there
was here to be seen a mighty quantity of silved gold, and ivory,
contrived into all sorts of things, and did not egp as carried along in
pompous show only, but, as a man may say, runnorgdike a river. Some
parts were composed of the rarest purple hangamgbsso carried along; and
others accurately represented to the life whatevalroidered by the arts of
the Babylonians. There were also precious storsgsaére transparent, some

20



set in crowns of gold, and some in other ouchegshasvorkmen pleased,;
and of these such a vast number were broughtwhatould not but thence
learn how vainly we imagined any of them to beti@si The images of the
gods were also carried, being as well wonderfulthetr largeness, as made
very artificially, and with great skill of the womken; nor were any of these
images of any other than very costly materials; ayathy species of animals
were brought, every one in their own natural ornatieThe men also who
brought every one of these shows were great miéiguand adorned with
purple garments, all over interwoven with gold; 9bdhat were chosen for
carrying these pompous shows having also about thech magnificent

ornaments as were both extraordinary and surpriddegides these, one
might see that even the great number of the captives not unadorned,
while the variety that was in their garments, ameirtfine texture, concealed
from the sight the deformity of their bodies. Buhav afforded the greatest
surprise of all was the structure of the pagedms were borne along; for
indeed he that met them could not but be afraitittitebearers would not be
able firmly enough to support them, such was theagnitude; for many of

them were so made, that they were on three or fwenstories, one above
another. The magnificence also of their structdferded one both pleasure
and surprise; for upon many of them were laid d=rpé gold. There was

also wrought gold and ivory fastened about themaaldl many resemblances
of the war, and those in several ways, and vaoéontrivances, affording

a most lively portraiture of itself. For there wasbe seen a happy country
laid waste, and entire squadrons of enemies skl some of them ran

away, and some were carried into captivity; withlsvaf great altitude and

magnitude overthrown and ruined by machines; witle tstrongest

fortifications taken, and the walls of most popwatities upon the tops of
hills seized on, and an army pouring itself withive walls; as also every
place full of slaughter, and supplications of tinemies, when they were no
longer able to lift up their hands in way of oppiosi. Fire also sent upon

temples was here represented, and houses overthaorialling upon their

owners: rivers also, after they came out of a langeg melancholy desert, ran
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down, not into a land cultivated, nor as drink faen, or for cattle, but
through a land still on fire upon every side; foe tJews related that such a
thing they had undergone during this war. Now tre@rkmanship of these
representations was so magnificent and lively ia tonstruction of the
things, that it exhibited what had been done tdhsag did not see it, as if
they had been there really present. On the top@fyeone of these pageants
was placed the commander of the city that was takewd the manner
wherein he was taken. Moreover, there followed éhpageants a great
number of ships; and for the other spoils, theyenaarried in great plenty.
But for those that were taken in the temple of dalem, (3) they made the
greatest figure of them all; that is, the goldebbldgaof the weight of many
talents; the candlestick also, that was made dai,gblugh its construction
were now changed from that which we made use ofiiganiddle shaft was
fixed upon a basis, and the small branches werduped out of it to a great
length, having the likeness of a trident in thasition, and had every one a
socket made of brass for a lamp at the tops of thidmse lamps were in
number seven, and represented the dignity of tmebeu seven among the
Jews; and the last of all the spoils, was carred ltaw of the Jews. After
these spoils passed by a great many men, carriimgniages of Victory,
whose structure was entirely either of ivory or gbld. After which
Vespasian marched in the first place, and Titueyad him; Domitian also
rode along with them, and made a glorious appearaard rode on a horse
that was worthy of admiration.

6. Now the last part of this pompous show was attédmple of Jupiter
Capitolinus, whither when they were come, they dtetll; for it was the
Romans' ancient custom to stay till somebody brougl news that the
general of the enemy was slain. This general wam&j the son of Gioras,
who had then been led in this triumph among thdivegy a rope had also
been put upon his head, and he had been drawraiptoper place in the
forum, and had withal been tormented by thosedhat him along; and the
law of the Romans required that malefactors con@ehto die should be
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slain there. Accordingly, when it was related ttietre was an end of him,
and all the people had set up a shout for joy, theyp began to offer those
sacrifices which they had consecrated, in the psayesed in such
solemnities; which when they had finished, they waway to the palace.
And as for some of the spectators, the emperomrtamed them at their
own feast; and for all the rest there were nobleparations made for
feasting at home; for this was a festival day te tity of Rome, as
celebrated for the victory obtained by their arnrwgrotheir enemies, for the
end that was now put to their civil miseries, and the commencement of
their hopes of future prosperity and happiness.

7. After these triumphs were over, and after tHaiaf of the Romans
were settled on the surest foundations, Vespasisolved to build a temple
to Peace, which was finished in so short a timd,iarso glorious a manner,
as was beyond all human expectation and opinionh& having now by
Providence a vast quantity of wealth, besides Wwbhatad formerly gained in
his other exploits, he had this temple adorned witkures and statues; for in
this temple were collected and deposited all sachies as men aforetime
used to wander all over the habitable world to sden they had a desire to
see one of them after another; he also laid upeihhéhose golden vessels
and instruments that were taken out of the Jevasipte, as ensigns of his
glory. But still he gave order that they should Iy their Law, and the
purple veils of the holy place, in the royal palé@self, and keep them there.

Footnotes:

1. Since in these latter ages this Sabbatic Rivere @acfamous, which, by
Josephus's account here, ran every seventh dayeatedl on six, but
according to Pliny, Nat. Hist. 31. I, ran perpélpan six days, and
rested every seventh, (though it no way appearsither of their
accounts that the seventh day of this river wasléwash seventh day or
sabbath,) is quite vanished, | shall add no morual: only see Dr.
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Hudson's note. In Varenius's Geography, i, 17, réeder will find
several instances of such periodical fountains awnets, though none of
their periods were that of a just week as of oid #ippears to have been.
. Vespasian and his two sons, Titus and Domitian.

. See the representations of these Jewish vessdlzegpsstill stand on
Titus's triumphal arch at Rome, in Reland's vemyotis book de Spoliis
Ternpli, throughout. But what, things are chiefbylde noted are these:
(1.) That Josephus says the candlestick here darrighis triumph was
not thoroughly like that which was used in the teampvhich appears in
the number of the little knobs and flowers in tbhatthe triumphal arch
not well agreeing with Moses's description, Exo@6s31-36. (2.) The
smallness of the branches in Josephus comparedthatthickness of
those on that arch. (3.) That the Law or Pentatelods not appear on
that arch at all, though Josephus, an eye-witresssjres us that it was
carried in this procession. All which things degetlie consideration of
the inquisitive reader.
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Chapter 6

Lucilius Bassus Took the Citadel of Macherus

1. Now Lucilius Bassus was sent as legate into aludad there he
received the army from Cerealis Vitellianus, anoktthat citadel which was
in Herodium, together with the garrison that wastjrafter which he got
together all the soldiery that was there, (whichswaa large body, but
dispersed into several parties,) with the tentholegand resolved to make
war upon Macherus; for it was highly necessary thet citadel should be
demolished, lest it might be a means of drawingyamany into a rebellion,
by reason of its strength; for the nature of thacelwas very capable of
affording the surest hopes of safety to those plossessed it, as well as
delay and fear to those that should attack itwhbat was walled in was itself
a very rocky hill, elevated to a very great heighitich circumstance alone
made it very hard to he subdued. It was also sdriged by nature, that it
could not be easily ascended; for it is, as it wereehed about with such
valleys on all sides, and to such a depth, thatelye cannot reach their
bottoms, and such as are not easily to be passsd avd even such as it is
impossible to fill up with earth. For that valleyhieh cuts it on the west
extends to threescore furlongs, and did not erdittitame to the lake
Asphaltitis; on the same side it was also that Mag$f had the tallest top of
its hill elevated above the rest. But then for vladéleys that lay on the north
and south sides, although they be not so largkadstready described, yet it
is in like manner an impracticable thing to thirfkgetting over them; and for
the valley that lies on the east side, its deptfoisyd to be no less than a
hundred cubits. It extends as far as a mountain liba over against
Macherus, with which it is bounded.

2. Now when Alexander [Janneus], the king of thes]eobserved the
nature of this place, he was the first who builicikadel here, which
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afterwards was demolished by Gabinius, when he made against
Aristobulus. But when Herod came to be king, heutgid the place to be
worthy of the utmost regard, and of being built mpo the firmest manner,
and this especially because it lay so near to Arafur it is seated in a
convenient place on that account, and hath a pcospe&ard that country; he
therefore surrounded a large space of ground watls\vand towers, and built
a city there, out of which city there was a wayt tled up to the very citadel
itself on the top of the mountain; nay, more thiais,the built a wall round
that top of the hill, and erected towers at theneos, of a hundred and sixty
cubits high; in the middle of which place he budlt palace, after a
magnificent manner, wherein were large and bedwdiiices. He also made
a great many reservoirs for the reception of wakext there might be plenty
of it ready for all uses, and those in the propgepésces that were afforded
him there. Thus did he, as it were, contend withriature of the place, that
he might exceed its natural strength and secunbyah yet itself rendered it
hard to be taken) by those fortifications which evenade by the hands of
men. Moreover, he put a large quantity of darts atieér machines of war
into it, and contrived to get every thing thithlkat might any way contribute
to its inhabitants' security, under the longeggyesigossible.

3. Now within this place there grew a sort of rd¢ that deserves our
wonder on account of its largeness, for it was @&y wferior to any fig tree
whatsoever, either in height or in thickness; amel teport is, that it had
lasted ever since the times of Herod, and wouldbgioty have lasted much
longer, had it not been cut down by those Jews tobk possession of the
place afterward. But still in that valley which emepasses the city on the
north side there is a certain place called Baavhgh produces a root of the
same name with itself (2) its color is like to tludtflame, and towards the
evenings it sends out a certain ray like lightnitgs not easily taken by
such as would do it, but recedes from their hands,will yield itself to be
taken quietly, until either the urine of a woman,her menstrual blood, be
poured upon it; nay, even then it is certain déatthose that touch it, unless
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any one take and hang the root itself down fromhaed, and so carry it
away. It may also be taken another way, withoutgganwhich is this: they

dig a trench quite round about it, till the hiddsart of the root be very small,
they then tie a dog to it, and when the dog trimsl ho follow him that tied

him, this root is easily plucked up, but the dogsdimmediately, as if it were
instead of the man that would take the plant awsay; after this need any
one be afraid of taking it into their hands. Ydteaall this pains in getting,

it is only valuable on account of one virtue ithhathat if it be only brought

to sick persons, it quickly drives away those chliiemons, which are no
other than the spirits of the wicked, that entéo mmen that are alive and Kkill
them, unless they can obtain some help against. tHene are also fountains
of hot water, that flow out of this place, whichvkeaa very different taste one
from the other; for some of them are bitter, anidect of them are plainly
sweet. Here are also many eruptions of cold wa#erd,this not only in the
places that lie lower, and have their fountaing e another, but, what is
still more wonderful, here is to be seen a certawve hard by, whose cavity
IS not deep, but it is covered over by a rock tharominent; above this rock
there stand up two [hills or] breasts, as it wénd, a little distant one from
another, the one of which sends out a fountainithagry cold, and the other
sends out one that is very hot; which waters, wheg are mingled together,
compose a most pleasant bath; they are medicidakohfor other maladies,
but especially good for strengthening the nervdss Pplace has in it also
mines of sulfur and alum.

4. Now when Bassus had taken a full view of thecpl he resolved to
besiege it, by filling up the valley that lay orethast side; so he fell hard to
work, and took great pains to raise his banks am a3 possible, and by that
means to render the siege easy. As for the Jewswéie caught in this
place, they separated themselves from the stratiggrsvere with them, and
they forced those strangers, as an otherwise sselakitude, to stay in the
lower part of the city, and undergo the principanders, while they
themselves seized on the upper citadel, and hedohdt this both on account
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of its strength, and to provide for their own sgféithey also supposed they
might obtain their pardon, in case they shoulddat] surrender the citadel.
However, they were willing to make trial, in thesh place, whether the
hopes they had of avoiding a siege would come §othimg; with which
intention they made sallies every day, and fougith Whose that met them;
in which conflicts they were many of them slain,tlasy therein slew many
of the Romans. But still it was the opportunitibatt presented themselves
which chiefly gained both sides their victoriesesk were gained by the
Jews, when they fell upon the Romans as they wirdh@ir guard; but by
the Romans, when, upon the others' sallies agdiastbanks, they foresaw
their coming, and were upon their lard when theserneed them. But the
conclusion of this siege did not depend upon thresleerings; but a certain
surprising accident, relating to what was donehis siege, forced the Jews
to surrender the citadel. There was a certain yooag among the besieged,
of great boldness, and very active of his hand,nlaise was Eleazar; he
greatly signalized himself in those sallies, andoemaged the Jews to go out
in great numbers, in order to hinder the raisingh#f banks, and did the
Romans a vast deal of mischief when they camegtttifig; he so managed
matters, that those who sallied out made theirckdtaasily, and returned
back without danger, and this by still bringing tly@ rear himself. Now it
happened that, on a certain time, when the figlg wxer, and both sides
were parted, and retired home, he, in way of copteoh the enemy, and
thinking that none of them would begin the fightasgat that time, staid
without the gates, and talked with those that wgren the wall, and his
mind was wholly intent upon what they said. Noweata&in person belonging
to the Roman camp, whose lame was Rufus, by birtBgyptian, ran upon
him suddenly, when nobody expected such a thingj,carried him off, with
his armor itself; while, in the mean time, thosattkaw it from the wall were
under such an amazement, that Rufus preventedabss&stance, and carried
Eleazar to the Roman camp. So the general of thmeaRe ordered that he
should be taken up naked, set before the city teele®, and sorely whipped
before their eyes. Upon this sad accident thatllaéfe young man, the Jews
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were terribly confounded, and the city, with oneceo sorely lamented him,
and the mourning proved greater than could wellsbpposed upon the
calamity of a single person. When Bassus percetivat] he began to think
of using a stratagem against the enemy, and waods4o aggravate their
grief, in order to prevail with them to surrendie fcity for the preservation
of that man. Nor did he fail of his hope; for heronanded them to set up a
cross, as if he were just going to hang Eleazanufponmediately; the sight
of this occasioned a sore grief among those that wethe citadel, and they
groaned vehemently, and cried out that they cooldbear to see him thus
destroyed. Whereupon Eleazar besought them nastegard him, now he
was going to suffer a most miserable death, andrth them to save
themselves, by yielding to the Roman power and gmotline, since all
other people were now conquered by them. Theseweea greatly moved
with what he said, there being also many within ¢t that interceded for
him, because he was of an eminent and very numdaouig/; so they now
yielded to their passion of commiseration, contrarytheir usual custom.
Accordingly, they sent out immediately certain negggers, and treated with
the Romans, in order to a surrender of the cittm¢hem, and desired that
they might be permitted to go away, and take Eleakag with them. Then
did the Romans and their general accept of thesestevhile the multitude
of strangers that were in the lower part of thg,diearing of the agreement
that was made by the Jews for themselves alones mesolved to fly away
privately in the night time; but as soon as theg bpened their gates, those
that had come to terms with Bassus told him ofvligther it were that they
envied the others' deliverance, or whether it wdore out of fear, lest an
occasion should be taken against them upon theapes is uncertain. The
most courageous, therefore, of those men that agnprevented the enemy,
and got away, and fled for it; but for those meat there caught within they

5. When Bassus had settled these affairs, he natdcmstily to the forest
of Jarden, as it is called; for he had heard thgreat many of those that had
fled from Jerusalem and Macherus formerly were ehgotten together.
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When he was therefore come to the place, and uoddrdhat the former
news was no mistake, he, in the first place, sunded the whole place with
his horsemen, that such of the Jews as had boldmeagyh to try to break
through might have no way possible for escapingrdagon of the situation
of these horsemen; and for the footmen, he orddrenh to cut down the
trees that were in the wood whither they were ftealthe Jews were under a
necessity of performing some glorious exploit, asfdgreatly exposing
themselves in a battle, since they might perhapseby escape. So they
made a general attack, and with a great shoutipelh those that surrounded
them, who received them with great courage; andvkibe the one side
fought desperately, and the others would not yitd, fight was prolonged
on that account. But the event of the battle didamswer the expectation of
the assailants; for so it happened, that no mane tWwelve fell on the Roman
side, with a few that were wounded; but not on¢hefJews escaped out of
this battle, but they were all killed, being in théaole not fewer in number
than three thousand, together with Judas, the $alaiaus, their general,
concerning whom we have before spoken, that heblegath a captain of a
certain band at the siege of Jerusalem, and byggiown into a certain vault
under ground, had privately made his escape.

6. About the same time it was that Caesar sertex l® Bassus, and to
Liberius Maximus, who was the procurator [of Judeald gave order that all
Judea should be exposed to sale (3) for he didouwid any city there, but
reserved the country for himself. However, he as=iga place for eight
hundred men only, whom he had dismissed from hsyakwhich he gave
them for their habitation; it is called Emmaus, @)d is distant from
Jerusalem threescore furlongs. He also laid a t&ibupon the Jews
wheresoever they were, and enjoined every one emtho bring two
drachmae every year into the Capitol, as they wsguhy the same to the
temple at Jerusalem. And this was the state alé¢lesh affairs at this time.
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Footnotes:

1.

2.

Spanheim observes here, that in Graceia Major arity $hey had rue

prodigiously great and durable, like this rue atthkrus,

This strange account of the place and root Baarams to have been
taken from the magicians, and the root to have lmeatie use of in the
days of Josephus, in that superstitious way ofirgasbut demons,

supposed by him to have been derived from kingr8ohg of which we

have already seen he had a great opinion, Anti/IB. ch. 2. sect. 5.

We also may hence learn the true notion Josephdisoshdemons and
demoniacs, exactly like that of the Jews and dhanstin the New

Testament, and the first four centuries. See Adid. ch. 8. sect. 2; B.
XI, ch. 2. sect. 3.

It is very remarkable that Titus did not peoplesthow desolate country
of Judea, but ordered it to be all sold; nor indisatiproperly peopled at
this day, but lies ready for its old inhabitante thews, at their future
restoration. See Literal Accomplishment of Propbscp. 77.

. That the city Emmaus, or Areindus, in Josephus @hdrs which was

the place of the government of Julius Africanus evstain, to the
number of one thousand seven hundred, as were ¢timee and the
children made slaves. But as Bassus thought he mpeidorm the
covenant he had made with those that had surreshdeeecitadel, he let
them go, and restored Eleazar to them, in the beginof the third
century, and which he then procured to be rebaifig after which
rebuilding it was called Nicopolis, is entirely fdifent from that
Emmaus which is mentioned by St. Luke 24;13; sdarigés Paleestina,
lib. 1. p. 429, and under the name Ammaus alsa. hBaujustly thinks
that that in St. Luke may well be the same withAsmsmaus before us,
especially since the Greek copies here usually niiakecty furlongs
distant from Jerusalem, as does St. Luke, thoughL#tin copies say
only thirty. The place also allotted for these ¢ighndred soldiers, as
for a Roman garrison, in this place, would mosturaly be not so
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remote from Jerusalem as was the other Emmausgcopdlis.
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Chapter 7

The Calamity That Befell Antiochus,
King Of Commagene

1. And now, in the fourth year of the reign of Vasn, it came to pass
that Antiochus, the king of Commagene, with all family, fell into very
great calamities. The occasion was this: Ceseri?etiss, who was president
of Syria at this time, whether it were done outexfard to truth, or whether
out of hatred to Antiochus, (for which was the reabtive was never
thoroughly discovered,) sent an epistle to Caemaa, therein told him that
Antiochus, with his son Epiphanes, had resolvedrdbel against the
Romans, and had made a league with the king ohidad that purpose; that
it was therefore fit to prevent them, lest theyverg us, and begin such a
war as may cause a general disturbance in the Remgaire. Now Caesar
was disposed to take some care about the mathee #his discovery was
made; for the neighborhood of the kingdoms made #ffair worthy of
greater regard; for Samoseta, the capital of Conemag lies upon
Euphrates, and upon any such design could afforebay passage over it to
the Parthians, and could also afford them a seoeception. Petus was
accordingly believed, and had authority given hihdoing what he should
think proper in the case; so he set about it withaelay, and fell upon
Commagene before Antiochus and his people hadcetst €xpectation of his
coming: he had with him the tenth legion, as atsmes cohorts and troops of
horsemen. These kings also came to his assistanis¢obulus, king of the
country called Chalcidene, and Sohemus, who wdsdc&ing of Emesa.
Nor was there any opposition made to his forcesrwtey entered the
kingdom; for no one of that country would so muahlidt up his hand
against them. When Antiochus heard this unexpents, he could not
think in the least of making war with the Romanst determined to leave
his whole kingdom in the state wherein it now wasd to retire privately,
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with his wife and children, as thinking therebyd®monstrate himself to the
Romans to be innocent as to the accusation laithstighim. So he went
away from that city as far as a hundred and twéntgngs, into a plain, and
there pitched his tents.

2. Petus then sent some of his men to seize upmoszde, and by their
means took possession of that city, while he weintsélf to attack
Antiochus with the rest of his army. However, thagkwas not prevailed
upon by the distress he was in to do any thindghéway of war against the
Romans, but bemoaned his own hard fate, and enduitleghatience what he
was not able to prevent. But his sons, who weragpand unexperienced in
war, but of strong bodies, were not easily indutedbear this calamity
without fighting. Epiphanes, therefore, and Catlus, betook themselves to
military force; and as the battle was a sore ond, lasted all the day long,
they showed their own valor in a remarkable manaed nothing but the
approach of night put a period thereto, and thabhout any diminution of
their forces; yet would not Antiochus, upon thisnclision of the fight,
continue there by any means, but took his wife lisddaughters, and fled
away with them to Cilicia, and by so doing quitsatiuraged the minds of
his own soldiers. Accordingly, they revolted, andnivover to the Romans,
out of the despair they were in of his keepingkimgdom; and his case was
looked upon by all as quite desperate. It was fberenecessary that
Epiphanes and his soldiers should get clear ofr theemies before they
became entirely destitute of any confederateswese there any more than
ten horsemen with him, who passed with him overHeaiges, whence they
went undisturbed to Vologeses, the king of Partinbere they were not
disregarded as fugitives, but had the same regqaadtthem as if they had
retained their ancient prosperity.

3. Now when Antiochus was come to Tarsus in CiJi€latus ordered a
centurion to go to him, and send him in bonds tsmBoHowever, Vespasian
could not endure to have a king brought to hinmhat tmanner, but thought it
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fit rather to have a regard to the ancient friemushat had been between
them, than to preserve an inexorable anger upotenme of this war.
Accordingly, he gave orders that they should taKehis bonds, while he
was still upon the road, and that he should notecéeanRome, but should
now go and live at Lacedemon; he also gave himelasyenues, that he
might not only live in plenty, but like a king als#vhen Epiphanes, who
before was in great fear for his father, was infednof this, their minds were
freed from that great and almost incurable contleey had been under. He
also hoped that Caesar would be reconciled to thipon the intercession of
Vologeses; for although he lived in plenty, he knest how to bear living
out of the Roman empire. So Caesar gave him leaftey an obliging
manner, and he came to Rome; and as his father qartidy to him from
Lacedemon, he had all sorts of respect paid himettand there he remained.

4. Now there was a nation of the Alans, which weehdormerly
mentioned some where as being Scythians and imhglait the lake Meaotis.
This nation about this time laid a design of fajlimpon Media, and the parts
beyond it, in order to plunder them; with whichention they treated with
the king of Hyrcania;, for he was master of thatspge which king
Alexander [the Great] shut up with iron gates. Thirgy gave them leave to
come through them; so they came in great multitudesl fell upon the
Medes unexpectedly, and plundered their countrychvthey found full of
people, and replenished with abundance of catthglewiobody durst make
any resistance against them; for Paeorus, the é&drthe country, had fled
away for fear into places where they could notlgassme at him, and had
yielded up every thing he had to them, and had ealyed his wife and his
concubines from them, and that with difficulty glsafter they had been
made captives, by giving them a hundred talentsthierr ransom. These
Alans therefore plundered the country without oppms and with great
ease, and proceeded as far as Armenia, layingadtenbefore them. Now
Tiridates was king of that country, who met themg #ought them, but had
like to have been taken alive in the battle; faeaain man threw a net over
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him from a great distance, and had soon drawn birnim, unless he had
immediately cut the cord with his sword, and raragwand prevented it. So
the Alans, being still more provoked by this sidaig waste the country, and
drove a great multitude of the men, and a greantifyaof the other prey

they had gotten out of both kingdoms, along witanth and then retreated
back to their own country.
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Chapter 8

Masada and Those Sicarii Who Kept It

1. When Bassus was dead in Judea, Flavius Silveesded him as
procurator there; who, when he saw that all theé ofsthe country was
subdued in this war, and that there was but ong sinbng hold that was still
in rebellion, he got all his army together that laydifferent places, and
made an expedition against it. This fortress wdled¢dasada. It was one
Eleazar, a potent man, and the commander of theseiiSthat had seized
upon it. He was a descendant from that Judas wH@eesuaded abundance
of the Jews, as we have formerly related, not torsuto the taxation when
Cyrenius was sent into Judea to make one; for th@as that the Sicarii got
together against those that were willing to sudmthe Romans, and treated
them in all respects as if they had been their eegnboth by plundering
them of what they had, by driving away their catdaed by setting fire to
their houses; for they said that they differed aball from foreigners, by
betraying, in so cowardly a manner, that freedontivlews thought worthy
to be contended for to the utmost, and by ownirag they preferred slavery
under the Romans before such a contention. Nowntassin reality no better
than a pretense and a cloak for the barbarity wivat made use of by them,
and to color over their own avarice, which theyeaftards made evident by
their own actions; for those that were partnerdwiitem in their rebellion
joined also with them in the war against the Romarsl went further
lengths with them in their impudent undertakingsiagt them; and when
they were again convicted of dissembling in sudkrtpretenses, they still
more abused those that justly reproached themhfair wickedness. And
indeed that was a time most fertile in all mannérwicked practices,
insomuch that no kind of evil deeds were thendefione; nor could any one
so much as devise any bad thing that was new, eplyavere they all
infected, and strove with one another in their Encppacity, and in their
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communities, who should run the greatest lengthisnimety towards God,
and in unjust actions towards their neighbors; e of power oppressing
the multitude, and the multitude earnestly laboriagdestroy the men of
power. The one part were desirous of tyrannizingr mthers, and the rest of
offering violence to others, and of plundering suah were richer than
themselves. They were the Sicarii who first bedaesé transgressions, and
first became barbarous towards those allied to theamd left no words of
reproach unsaid, and no works of perdition untriedyrder to destroy those
whom their contrivances affected. Yet did John desh@te by his actions
that these Sicarii were more moderate than he wwaself, for he not only
slew all such as gave him good counsel to do wresd mght, but treated
them worst of all, as the most bitter enemies tathad among all the
Citizens; nay, he filled his entire country withntéhousand instances of
wickedness, such as a man who was already hardarfé@diently in his
impiety towards God would naturally do; for the dowas unlawful that was
set upon his table, and he rejected those puidicatthat the law of his
country had ordained; so that it was no longer adeo if he, who was so
mad in his impiety towards God, did not observe angs of gentleness and
common affection towards men. Again, therefore, twheschief was there
which Simon the son of Gioras did not do? or whatkof abuses did he
abstain from as to those very free-men who hadhsetup for a tyrant?
What friendship or kindred were there that did make him more bold in
his daily murders? for they looked upon the doifhgneschief to strangers
only as a work beneath their courage, but thoulgéir tbarbarity towards
their nearest relations would be a glorious dematieh thereof. The
Idumeans also strove with these men who shoulduiéy gof the greatest
madness! for they [all], vile wretches as they werg the throats of the high
priests, that so no part of a religious regard ¢al.Gnight be preserved; they
thence proceeded to destroy utterly the least msnaf a political
government, and introduced the most complete sadnmiquity in all
instances that were practicable; under which s¢leaesort of people that
were called zealots grew up, and who indeed cooredgd to the name; for
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they imitated every wicked work; nor, if their memauggested any euvil
thing that had formerly been done, did they avadlausly to pursue the
same; and although they gave themselves that nammetheir zeal for what
was good, yet did it agree to them only by wayrofy, on account of those
they had unjustly treated by their wild and brutissposition, or as thinking
the greatest mischiefs to be the greatest goodrdowly, they all met with
such ends as God deservedly brought upon them ynofvaunishment; for
all such miseries have been sent upon them as mahise is capable of
undergoing, till the utmost period of their livemd till death came upon
them in various ways of torment; yet might one gepfly that they suffered
less than they had done, because it was impodsiblecould be punished
according to their deserving. But to make a lam@raaccording to the
deserts of those who fell under these men's baybdhis is not a proper
place for it; - | therefore now return again to teenaining part of the present
narration.

2. For now it was that the Roman general cameedhllis army against
Eleazar and those Sicarii who held the fortressadastogether with him;
and for the whole country adjoining, he presendingd it, and put garrisons
into the most proper places of it; he also buWall quite round the entire
fortress, that none of the besieged might easttg@s, he also set his men to
guard the several parts of it; he also pitchedchisp in such an agreeable
place as he had chosen for the siege, and at vphacke the rock belonging
to the fortress did make the nearest approacheém#éighboring mountain,
which yet was a place of difficulty for getting ptg of provisions; for it was
not only food that was to be brought from a grestasice [to the army], and
this with a great deal of pain to those Jews whoewappointed for that
purpose, but water was also to be brought to timepcdecause the place
afforded no fountain that was near it. When theeefeilva had ordered these
affairs beforehand, he fell to besieging the plagkich siege was likely to
stand in need of a great deal of skill and paiystdason of the strength of
the fortress, the nature of which | will now deberi
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3. There was a rock, not small in circumferencel aery high. It was
encompassed with valleys of such vast depth dowshvibaat the eye could
not reach their bottoms; they were abrupt, and sischo animal could walk
upon, excepting at two places of the rock, whersuibsides, in order to
afford a passage for ascent, though not withodicdify. Now, of the ways
that lead to it, one is that from the lake Asphaltitowards the sun-rising,
and another on the west, where the ascent is etsgeone of these ways is
called the Serpent, as resembling that animal snn&rrowness and its
perpetual windings; for it is broken off at the priaent precipices of the
rock, and returns frequently into itself, and ldregting again by little and
little, hath much ado to proceed forward; and het thould walk along it
must first go on one leg, and then on the othesreths also nothing but
destruction, in case your feet slip; for on eaale ghere is a vastly deep
chasm and precipice, sufficient to quell the coaradj every body by the
terror it infuses into the mind. When, thereforanan hath gone along this
way for thirty furlongs, the rest is the top of thdl - not ending at a small
point, but is no other than a plain upon the higlpest of the mountain.
Upon this top of the hill, Jonathan the high priest of all built a fortress,
and called it Masada: after which the rebuildingto$ place employed the
care of king Herod to a great degree; he also lauiktall round about the
entire top of the hill, seven furlongs long; it waamposed of white stone; its
height was twelve, and its breadth eight cubitsre¢hwere also erected upon
that wall thirty-eight towers, each of them fiftylats high; out of which you
might pass into lesser edifices, which were builttbe inside, round the
entire wall; for the king reserved the top of thig vhich was of a fat soll,
and better mould than any valley for agricultufeattsuch as committed
themselves to this fortress for their preservatmight not even there be
guite destitute of food, in case they should ewembwant of it from abroad.
Moreover, he built a palace therein at the wesésgent; it was within and
beneath the walls of the citadel, but inclinedtsonorth side. Now the wall
of this palace was very high and strong, and hatsdbur corners towers
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sixty cubits high. The furniture also of the ed#s; and of the cloisters, and
of the baths, was of great variety, and very costhd these buildings were
supported by pillars of single stones on every;side walls and also the
floors of the edifices were paved with stones afesal colors. He also had
cut many and great pits, as reservoirs for watgrpbthe rocks, at every one
of the places that were inhabited, both above andd about the palace, and
before the wall; and by this contrivance he ends=Vdo have water for
several uses, as if there had been fountains thézee was also a road
digged from the palace, and leading to the veryabthe mountain, which
yet could not be seen by such as were withouttaks]; nor indeed could
enemies easily make use of the plain roads; fordhd on the east side, as
we have already taken notice, could not be walkgonu by reason of its
nature; and for the western road, he built a |dogesr at its narrowest place,
at no less a distance from the top of the hill thatmhousand cubits; which
tower could not possibly be passed by, nor couleiteasily taken; nor
indeed could those that walked along it without dagr (such was its
contrivance) easily get to the end of it; and alech a manner was this
citadel fortified, both by nature and by the haoflmen, in order to frustrate
the attacks of enemies.

4. As for the furniture that was within this fodse it was still more
wonderful on account of its splendor and long aardince; for here was laid
up corn in large quantities, and such as wouldistibsen for a long time;
here was also wine and oil in abundance, with imlti& of pulse and dates
heaped up together; all which Eleazar found thefeen he and his Sicarii
got possession of the fortress by treachery. The#s were also fresh and
full ripe, and no way inferior to such fruits newsid in, although they were
little short of a hundred years (1) from the layimgthese provisions [by
Herod], till the place was taken by the Romans;, nageed, when the
Romans got possession ofthose fruits that were tlefty found them not
corrupted all that while; nor should we be mistgkémve supposed that the
air was here the cause of their enduring so ldmg;fortress being so high,
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and so free from the mixture of all terrain and augbarticles of matter.
There was also found here a large quantity of @ilssof weapons of war,
which had been treasured up by that king, and veefficient for ten
thousand men; there was east iron, and brass,imndtich show that he
had taken much pains to have all things here réadyne greatest occasions;
for the report goes how Herod thus prepared thisefes on his own account,
as a refuge against two kinds of danger; the onéefir of the multitude of
the Jews, lest they should depose him, and resttereformer kings to the
government; the other danger was greater and neorilé, which arose
from Cleopatra queen of Egypt, who did not condeal intentions, but
spoke often to Antony, and desired him to cut offrétl, and entreated him
to bestow the kingdom of Judea upon her. And gdytat is a great wonder
that Antony did never comply with her commandshis point, as he was so
miserably enslaved to his passion for her; nor Ehamy one have been
surprised if she had been gratified in such heuesty So the fear of these
dangers made Herod rebuild Masada, and thereb lgder the finishing
stroke of the Romans in this Jewish war.

5. Since therefore the Roman commander Silva hadinolt a wall on
the outside, round about this whole place, as we Isaid already, and had
thereby made a most accurate provision to preventoae of the besieged
running away, he undertook the siege itself, tholgHound but one single
place that would admit of the banks he was to rdmebehind that tower
which secured the road that led to the palace t@anlde top of the hill from
the west; there was a certain eminency of the reeky broad and very
prominent, but three hundred cubits beneath thbedsigpart of Masada; it
was called the White Promontory. Accordingly, heé gpon that part of the
rock, and ordered the army to bring earth; and wihey fell to that work
with alacrity, and abundance of them together, lthek was raised, and
became solid for two hundred cubits in height. Was not this bank thought
sufficiently high for the use of the engines tharevto be set upon it; but
still another elevated work of great stones congmhdbgether was raised
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upon that bank; this was fifty cubits, both in lmaand height. The other
machines that were now got ready were like to thibed¢ had been first
devised by Vespasian, and afterwards by Titussikeges. There was also a
tower made of the height of sixty cubits, and akoplated with iron, out of
which the Romans threw darts and stones from tiggnes, and soon made
those that fought from the walls of the place tireeand would not let them
lift up their heads above the works. At the sameetbilva ordered that great
battering ram which he had made to be broughtenhithnd to be set against
the wall, and to make frequent batteries againsthich with some difficulty
broke down a part of the wall, and quite overthieviHowever, the Sicarii
made haste, and presently built another wall withat, which should not be
liable to the same misfortune from the machine# whe other; it was made
soft and yielding, and so was capable of avoidimg terrible blows that
affected the other. It was framed after the follogvimanner: They laid
together great beams of wood lengthways, one d¢lmsbe end of another,
and the same way in which they were cut: there v of these rows
parallel to one another, and laid at such a digtdnmm each other as the
breadth of the wall required, and earth was put the space between those
rows. Now, that the earth might not fall away uploa elevation of this bank
to a greater height, they further laid other beamsr cross them, and
thereby bound those beams together that lay lersgthwi his work of theirs
was like a real edifice; and when the machines \apmdied, the blows were
weakened by its yielding; and as the materials lghsconcussion were
shaken closer together, the pile by that meansnbedamer than before.
When Silva saw this, he thought it best to ende#dwetaking of this wall by
setting fire to it; so he gave order that the soklishould throw a great
number of burning torches upon it: accordingly,itawas chiefly made of
wood, it soon took fire; and when it was once setfice, its hollowness
made that fire spread to a mighty flame. Now, at\tbry beginning of this
fire, a north wind that then blew proved terribte the Romans; for by
bringing the flame downward, it drove it upon theand they were almost in
despair of success, as fearing their machines woelldurnt: but after this,
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on a sudden the wind changed into the south, &snére done by Divine
Providence, and blew strongly the contrary way, eautied the flame, and
drove it against the wall, which was now on fireotigh its entire thickness.
So the Romans, having now assistance from Godrneduto their camp
with joy, and resolved to attack their enemies\taey next day; on which
occasion they set their watch more carefully thght) lest any of the Jews
should run away from them without being discovered.

6. However, neither did Eleazar once think of ftyeway, nor would he
permit any one else to do so; but when he saw weairburned down by the
fire, and could devise no other way of escapingromm for their further
courage, and setting before their eyes what thedRemvould do to them,
their children, and their wives, if they got themba their power, he consulted
about having them all slain. Now as he judged thibe the best thing they
could do in their present circumstances, he gathégre most courageous of
his companions together, and encouraged them te tiakt course by a
speech (2) which he made to them in the mannesvitiig: "Since we, long
ago, my generous friends, resolved never to beas&s to the Romans, nor
to any other than to God himself, who alone is tilve and just Lord of
mankind, the time is now come that obliges us t&arthat resolution true in
practice. And let us not at this time bring a reqmlo upon ourselves for self-
contradiction, while we formerly would not underglavery, though it were
then without danger, but must now, together withvety, choose such
punishments also as are intolerable; | mean tmenthe supposition that
the Romans once reduce us under their power whalens alive. We were
the very first that revolted from them, and we #re last that fight against
them; and | cannot but esteem it as a favor thak lizdh granted us, that it is
still in our power to die bravely, and in a statefreedom, which hath not
been the case of others, who were conquered unexibeclt is very plain
that we shall be taken within a day's time; bug &till an eligible thing to die
after a glorious manner, together with our deaféshds. This is what our
enemies themselves cannot by any means hindeguglththey be very
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desirous to take us alive. Nor can we propose teebves any more to fight
them, and beat them. It had been proper indeedsféo have conjectured at
the purpose of God much sooner, and at the vesy, fivthen we were so
desirous of defending our liberty, and when we ix@mksuch sore treatment
from one another, and worse treatment from our e®nand to have been
sensible that the same God, who had of old takerdé¢wish nation into his
favor, had now condemned them to destruction; &t he either continued
favorable, or been but in a lesser degree displeasth us, he had not
overlooked the destruction of so many men, or éedigd his most holy city
to be burnt and demolished by our enemies. To bewa weakly hoped to
have preserved ourselves, and ourselves alonenstilstate of freedom, as
if we had been guilty of no sins ourselves aga{astl, nor been partners
with those of others; we also taught other men resgrve their liberty.
Wherefore, consider how God hath convinced usdbahopes were in vain,
by bringing such distress upon us in the despettate we are now in, and
which is beyond all our expectations; for the natof this fortress which
was in itself unconquerable, hath not proved a medmur deliverance; and
even while we have still great abundance of food a great quantity of
arms, and other necessaries more than we wantravepanly deprived by
God himself of all hope of deliverance; for thaefivhich was driven upon
our enemies did not of its own accord turn backnuthe wall which we had
built; this was the effect of God's anger agairnstfar our manifold sins,
which we have been guilty of in a most insolent @axtravagant manner
with regard to our own countrymen; the punishmeoftsvhich let us not
receive from the Romans, but from God himself, @scated by our own
hands; for these will be more moderate than therothet our wives die
before they are abused, and our children beforg hlage tasted of slavery;
and after we have slain them, let us bestow thatiayls benefit upon one
another mutually, and preserve ourselves in freedmman excellent funeral
monument for us. But first let us destroy our moaeg the fortress by fire;
for | am well assured that this will be a greaefito the Romans, that they
shall not be able to seize upon our bodies, antll fetlaof our wealth also;
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and let us spare nothing but our provisions; faythwill be a testimonial
when we are dead that we were not subdued for @fargcessaries, but that,
according to our original resolution, we have pnefé death before slavery."

7. This was Eleazar's speech to them. Yet didhmobpinions of all the
auditors acquiesce therein; but although some erhtlvere very zealous to
put his advice in practice, and were in a manniedfwith pleasure at it, and
thought death to be a good thing, yet had thodsevikee most effeminate a
commiseration for their wives and families; and whihese men were
especially moved by the prospect of their own @ertkeath, they looked
wistfully at one another, and by the tears thatewer their eyes declared
their dissent from his opinion. When Eleazar sagséhpeople in such fear,
and that their souls were dejected at so prodigiopsoposal, he was afraid
lest perhaps these effeminate persons should,dnyléimentations and tears,
enfeeble those that heard what he had said couralyeso he did not leave
off exhorting them, but stirred up himself, andalecting proper arguments
for raising their courage, he undertook to speakenwiskly and fully to
them, and that concerning the immortality of thaulsdSo he made a
lamentable groan, and fixing his eyes intently oost that wept, he spake
thus: "Truly, | was greatly mistaken when | thougintbe assisting to brave
men who struggled hard for their liberty, and tolsas were resolved either
to live with honor, or else to die; but | find thaiu are such people as are no
better than others, either in virtue or in couraged are afraid of dying,
though you be delivered thereby from the greatesémes, while you ought
to make no delay in this matter, nor to await amg do give you good
advice; for the laws of our country, and of God &&if, have from ancient
times, and as soon as ever we could use our reasotinually taught us,
and our forefathers have corroborated the sameidedty their actions, and
by their bravery of mind, that it is life that iscalamity to men, and not
death; for this last affords our souls their ligerand sends them by a
removal into their own place of purity, where thag to be insensible of all
sorts of misery; for while souls are tied clownaanortal body, they are
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partakers of its miseries; and really, to speaktth#h, they are themselves
dead; for the union of what is divine to what isrtabis disagreeable. It is
true, the power of the soul is great, even whas imprisoned in a mortal
body; for by moving it after a way that is invisgblit makes the body a
sensible instrument, and causes it to advance durth its actions than
mortal nature could otherwise do. However, whas iteed from that weight
which draws it down to the earth and is connectét it; it obtains its own
proper place, and does then become a partakerabibtessed power, and
those abilities, which are then every way incapalbleeing hindered in their
operations. It continues invisible, indeed, to #yes of men, as does God
himself; for certainly it is not itself seen whilds in the body; for it is there
after an invisible manner, and when it is freedrfno, it is still not seen. It is
this soul which hath one nature, and that an ingaiiole one also; but yet it
is the cause of the change that is made in the ;bodywhatsoever it be
which the soul touches, that lives and flouristeasj from whatsoever it is
removed, that withers away and dies; such a deggethere in it of
immortality. Let me produce the state of sleep asmast evident
demonstration of the truth of what | say; whereanls, when the body does
not distract them, have the sweetest rest depenodmghemselves, and
conversing with God, by their alliance to him; ththgn go every where, and
foretell many futurities beforehand. And why are afeaid of death, while
we are pleased with the rest that we have in slé@phow absurd a thing is
it to pursue after liberty while we are alive, ayet to envy it to ourselves
where it will be eternal! We, therefore, who haveeb brought up in a
discipline of our own, ought to become an examplethers of our readiness
to die. Yet, if we do stand in need of foreignerstpport us in this matter,
let us regard those Indians who profess the exedfiphilosophy; for these
good men do but unwillingly undergo the time oéJiind look upon it as a
necessary servitude, and make haste to let thelis kmse from their bodies;
nay, when no misfortune presses them to it, naredrthem upon it, these
have such a desire of a life of immortality, thaey tell other men
beforehand that they are about to depart; and nobiodlers them, but every
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one thinks them happy men, and gives them letteriset carried to their
familiar friends [that are dead], so firmly andteénly do they believe that
souls converse with one another [in the other Wwoidd when these men
have heard all such commands that were to be ghem, they deliver their
body to the fire; and, in order to their gettingithsoul a separation from the
body in the greatest purity, they die in the mmfshymns of commendations
made to them; for their dearest friends conducimtlte their death more
readily than do any of the rest of mankind condhetr fellow-citizens when
they are going a very long journey, who at the séime weep on their own
account, but look upon the others as happy pergmsp soon to be made
partakers of the immortal order of beings. Are wet therefore, ashamed to
have lower notions than the Indians? and by our cowmardice to lay a base
reproach upon the laws of our country, which arensech desired and
imitated by all mankind? But put the case that wd heen brought up under
another persuasion, and taught that life is thatgset good which men are
capable of, and that death is a calamity; howeawer circumstances we are
now in ought to he an inducement to us to bear satdmity courageously,
since it is by the will of God, and by necessitattwe are to die; for it now
appears that God hath made such a decree aganattiie Jewish nation,
that we are to be deprived of this life which [meWw] we would not make a
due use of. For do not you ascribe the occasiomuofpresent condition to
yourselves, nor think the Romans are the true cmcdbkat this war we have
had with them is become so destructive to usladlse things have not come
to pass by their power, but a more powerful cawadh imtervened, and made
us afford them an occasion of their appearing todrguerors over us. What
Roman weapons, | pray you, were those by whichléwves at Cesarea were
slain? On the contrary, when they were no way disdao rebel, but were
all the while keeping their seventh day festivakl @id not so much as lift up
their hands against the citizens of Cesarea, ykthdise citizens run upon
them in great crowds, and cut their throats, aedhinoats of their wives and
children, and this without any regard to the Romédmesnselves, who never
took us for their enemies till we revolted fromitineBut some may be ready
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to say, that truly the people of Cesarea had alveagsiarrel against those
that lived among them, and that when an opportwfigred itself, they only
satisfied the old rancor they had against them. tWien shall we say to
those of Scythopolis, who ventured to wage war wighon account of the
Greeks? Nor did they do it by way of revenge ugmw Romans, when they
acted in concert with our countrymen. Wherefore wae how little our
good-will and fidelity to them profiled us, whitbey were slain, they and
their whole families, after the most inhuman mannenich was all the
requital that was made them for the assistance liadyafforded the others;
for that very same destruction which they had pméa@ from falling upon
the others did they suffer themselves from thenif teey had been ready to
be the actors against them. It would be too lomgrie to speak at this time
of every destruction brought upon us; for you carnad know that there was
not any one Syrian city which did not slay thewilh inhabitants, and were
not more bitter enemies to us than were the Rortlareselves; nay, even
those of Damascus, (3) when they were able to altegtolerable pretense
against us, filled their city with the most barbasslaughters of our people,
and cut the throats of eighteen thousand Jews, tivin wives and children.
And as to the multitude of those that were slairEmypt, and that with
torments also, we have been informed they were e sixty thousand;
those indeed being in a foreign country, and sarafly meeting with
nothing to oppose against their enemies, were kille the manner
forementioned. As for all those of us who have vdager against the
Romans in our own country, had we not sufficiemisan to have sure hopes
of victory? For we had arms, and walls, and fogessso prepared as not to
be easily taken, and courage not to be moved bydangers in the cause of
liberty, which encouraged us all to revolt from tRemans. But then these
advantages sufficed us but for a short time, ang @sed our hopes, while
they really appeared to be the origin of our meserfor all we had hath been
taken from us, and all hath fallen under our enemas if these advantages
were only to render their victory over us the mgterious, and were not
disposed for the preservation of those by whomeha®parations were
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made. And as for those that are already dead invérgeit is reasonable we
should esteem them blessed, for they are dead fendieg, and not in
betraying their liberty; but as to the multitudetiobse that are now under the
Romans, who would not pity their condition? and wiauld not make haste
to die, before he would suffer the same miseridh Wiem? Some of them
have been put upon the rack, and tortured withdmd whippings, and so
died. Some have been half devoured by wild beastd, yet have been
reserved alive to be devoured by them a second, timerder to afford
laughter and sport to our enemies; and such oktlgsare alive still are to
be looked on as the most miserable, who, beindesaous of death, could
not come at it. And where is now that great cifyg metropolis of the Jewish
nation, which vas fortified by so many walls rouadout, which had so
many fortresses and large towers to defend it, kvbauld hardly contain the
instruments prepared for the war, and which hadhaay ten thousands of
men to fight for it? Where is this city that wadi®eed to have God himself
inhabiting therein? It is now demolished to they&undations, and hath
nothing but that monument of it preserved, | mdasm c¢amp of those that
hath destroyed it, which still dwells upon its rslisome unfortunate old men
also lie upon the ashes of the temple, and a femewoare there preserved
alive by the enemy, for our bitter shame and regiroBlow who is there that
revolves these things in his mind, and yet is &bleear the sight of the sun,
though he might live out of danger? Who is therenaach his country's
enemy, or so unmanly, and so desirous of livingnatsto repent that he is
still alive? And | cannot but wish that we had dikd before we had seen
that holy city demolished by the hands of our emsmor the foundations of
our holy temple dug up after so profane a mannet. $hce we had a
generous hope that deluded us, as if we might perhave been able to
avenge ourselves on our enemies on that accouniglhit be now become
vanity, and hath left us alone in this distressukemake haste to die bravely.
Let us pity ourselves, our children, and our wiwvdsle it is in our own
power to show pity to them; for we were born to,d#® as well as those
were whom we have begotten; nor is it in the posfeéhe most happy of our
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race to avoid it. But for abuses, and slavery, tedsight of our wives led
away after an ignominious manner, with their clahldrthese are not such
evils as are natural and necessary among menughhsuch as do not prefer
death before those miseries, when it is in thewegroso to do, must undergo
even them, on account of their own cowardice. Weolted from the
Romans with great pretensions to courage; and wditetihe very last, they
invited us to preserve ourselves, we would not dgmjith them. Who will
not, therefore, believe that they will certainly ibea rage at us, in case they
can take us alive? Miserable will then be the yomamn who will be strong
enough in their bodies to sustain many tormentsknable also will be those
of elder years, who will not be able to bear thoakamities which young
men might sustain! One man will be obliged to héer voice of his son
implore help of his father, when his hands are ldoBut certainly our hands
are still at liberty, and have a sword in them;tketm then be subservient to
us in our glorious design; let us die before weobee slaves under our
eneimies, and let us go out of the world, togetin our children and our
wives, in a state of freedom. This it is that eaws$ command us to do this it
is that our wives and children crave at our hamdg,, God himself hath
brought this necessity upon us; while the Romasg@¢he contrary, and are
afraid lest any of us should die before we areriaket us therefore make
haste, and instead of affording them so much pteass they hope for in
getting us under their power, let us leave thenexample which shall at
once cause their astonishment at our death, and ddeniration of our
hardiness therein."

Footnotes:

1. Pliny and others confirm this strange paradox, fratvisions laid up
against sieges will continue good for a hundred,e@s Spanheim notes
upon this place.

2. The speeches in this and the next section, adintex under the person
of this Eleazar, are exceeding remarkable, andheilnoblest subjects,
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the contempt of death, and the dignity and immitytaif the soul; and
that not only among the Jews, but among the Indinemselves also;
and are highly worthy the perusal of all the cusiolt seems as if that
philosophic lady who survived, ch. 9. sect. 1, @membered the
substance of these discourses, as spoken by Eleamhrso Josephus
clothed them in his own words: at the lowest thentain the Jewish
notions on these heads, as understood then byosaplus, and cannot
but deserve a suitable regard from us.

3. See B. Il. ch. 20. sect. 2, where the number ofthia is but 10,000.

4. Reland here sets down a parallel aphorism of orieeofewish Rabbins,
"We are born that we may die, and die that we mazy'|
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Chapter 9

Nearly All Submitted to Be Killed by One Another

1. Now as Eleazar was proceeding on in this extiontathey all cut
him off short, and made haste to do the work, dsofuan unconquerable
ardor of mind, and moved with a demoniacal fury.tls®y went their ways,
as one still endeavoring to be before another, andhinking that this
eagerness would be a demonstration of their ceusagl good conduct, if
they could avoid appearing in the last class; safgwas the zeal they were
in to slay their wives and children, and themselals®! Nor indeed, when
they came to the work itself, did their couragd fhem, as one might
imagine it would have done, but they then held tast same resolution,
without wavering, which they had upon the hearirigEteazar's speech,
while yet every one of them still retained the maltypassion of love to
themselves and their families, because the reagothiey went upon
appeared to them to be very just, even with regfattose that were dearest
to them; for the husbands tenderly embraced theresy and took their
children into their arms, and gave the longestipagrkisses to them, with
tears in their eyes. Yet at the same time did t@myplete what they had
resolved on, as if they had been executed by thdshaf strangers; and they
had nothing else for their comfort but the necggbi¢y were in of doing this
execution, to avoid that prospect they had of tieeres they were to suffer
from their enemies. Nor was there at length anyafrteese men found that
scrupled to act their part in this terrible exeeontibut every one of them
despatched his dearest relations. Miserable meeedhdvere they! whose
distress forced them to slay their own wives andddm with their own
hands, as the lightest of those evils that wererbghem. So they being not
able to bear the grief they were under for whay theed done any longer, and
esteeming it an injury to those they had slairlivi® even the shortest space
of time after them, they presently laid all theydhggon a heap, and set fire
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to it. They then chose ten men by lot out of thenslay all the rest; every
one of whom laid himself down by his wife and chéld on the ground, and
threw his arms about them, and they offered thetka to the stroke of those
who by lot executed that melancholy office; and wkigese ten had, without
fear, slain them all, they made the same rule &sting lots for themselves,
that he whose lot it was should first kill the atmene, and after all should
kill himself. Accordingly, all these had courageffient to be no way
behind one another in doing or suffering; so, focamclusion, the nine
offered their necks to the executioner, and he whe the last of all took a
view of all the other bodies, lest perchance sometleer among so many
that were slain should want his assistance to lie gespatched, and when
he perceived that they were all slain, he settréhe palace, and with the
great force of his hand ran his sword entirely tigto himself, and fell down
dead near to his own relations. So these peoptewdith this intention, that
they would not leave so much as one soul among tikative to be subject
to the Romans. Yet was there an ancient womanaaather who was of kin
to Eleazar, and superior to most women in prudemoklearning, with five
children, who had concealed themselves in cavendgruground, and had
carried water thither for their drink, and were ded there when the rest
were intent upon the slaughter of one another. &hathers were nine
hundred and sixty in number, the women and childrng withal included
in that computation. This calamitous slaughter masle on the fifteenth day
of the month Xanthicus [Nisan].

2. Now for the Romans, they expected that they Ishibel fought in the
morning, when, accordingly, they put on their armamnd laid bridges of
planks upon their ladders from their banks, to makeassault upon the
fortress, which they did; but saw nobody as an gndmt a terrible solitude
on every side, with a fire within the place, aslves a perfect silence. So
they were at a loss to guess at what had happé&itddngth they made a
shout, as if it had been at a blow given by theebiaty ram, to try whether
they could bring any one out that was within; thenven heard this noise,
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and came out of their under-ground cavern, andnméa the Romans what
had been done, as it was done; and the secon@mf ¢ctearly described all
both what was said and what was done, and this enawfit; yet did they

not easily give their attention to such a despeuaiertaking, and did not
believe it could be as they said; they also attechpd put the fire out, and
quickly cutting themselves a way through it, th@me within the palace,
and so met with the multitude of the slain, butldaake no pleasure in the
fact, though it were done to their enemies. Norlddhey do other than
wonder at the courage of their resolution, anditheovable contempt of
death which so great a number of them had showenwiey went through
with such an action as that was.

55



Chapter 10

The Temple in Alexandria Was Destroyed

1. When Masada was thus taken, the general lefarasgn in the
fortress to keep it, and he himself went away tedtea; for there were now
no enemies left in the country, but it was all éhrewwn by so long a war.
Yet did this war afford disturbances and dangendissrders even in places
very far remote from Judea; for still it came tespdhat many Jews were
slain at Alexandria in Egypt; for as many of thedsii as were able to fly
thither, out of the seditious wars in Judea, weast aontent to have saved
themselves, but must needs be undertaking to makedmsturbances, and
persuaded many of those that entertained them gdertatheir liberty, to
esteem the Romans to be no better than themsalvétp look upon God as
their only Lord and Master. But when part of thevdef reputation opposed
them, they slew some of them, and with the otHeey tvere very pressing
in their exhortations to revolt from the Romanst When the principal men
of the senate saw what madness they were conmieelpthought it no longer
safe for themselves to overlook them. So they tdha Jews together to an
assembly, and accused the madness of the Sicatidemonstrated that they
had been the authors of all the evils that had copos them. They said also
that "these men, now they were run away from Juid@ang no sure hope of
escaping, because as soon as ever they shall lenktivey will be soon
destroyed by the Romans, they come hither anddifull of those calamities
which belong to them, while we have not been parskvith them in any of
their sins." Accordingly, they exhorted the multieuto have a care, lest they
should be brought to destruction by their meand, tanmake their apology
to the Romans for what had been done, by deliveahege men up to them;
who being thus apprized of the greatness of thegelaithey were in,
complied with what was proposed, and ran with gr@alence upon the
Sicarii, and seized upon them; and indeed six hretodf them were caught
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immediately: but as to all those that fled into gg{l) and to the Egyptian
Thebes, it was not long ere they were caught alsd,brought back, whose
courage, or whether we ought to call it madnesshandiness in their
opinions, every body was amazed at. For when atk sof torments and
vexations of their bodies that could be devisedewande use of to them,
they could not get any one of them to comply safato confess, or seem to
confess, that Caesar was their lord; but they predetheir own opinion, in
spite of all the distress they were brought to,ifathey received these
torments and the fire itself with bodies insensibfepain, and with a soul
that in a manner rejoiced under them. But what mast of all astonishing
to the beholders was the courage of the child@mdt one of these children
was so far overcome by these torments, as to naaedaC for their lord. So
far does the strength of the courage [of the qua@}ail over the weakness of
the body.

2. Now Lupus did then govern Alexandria, who préisesent Caesar
word of this commotion; who having in suspicion tlestless temper of the
Jews for innovation, and being afraid lest theyusth@et together again, and
persuade some others to join with them, gave orttetsipus to demolish
that Jewish temple which was in the region calledo®, (2) and was in
Egypt, which was built and had its denominationnfrdhe occasion
following: Onias, the son of Simon, one of the Jwhigh priests fled from
Antiochus the king of Syria, when he made war with Jews, and came to
Alexandria; and as Ptolemy received him very kindlg account of hatred
to Antiochus, he assured him, that if he would clymyth his proposal, he
would bring all the Jews to his assistance; andrvthe king agreed to do it
so far as he was able, he desired him to give kamd to build a temple
some where in Egypt, and to worship God accordinthé customs of his
own country; for that the Jews would then be solhmmeadier to fight against
Antiochus who had laid waste the temple at Jerosaéand that they would
then come to him with greater good-will; and that,granting them liberty
of conscience, very many of them would come ovénmito.
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3. So Ptolemy complied with his proposals, and daive a place one
hundred and eighty furlongs distant from Memph&). That Nomos was
called the Nomos of Hellopolls, where Onias buifiogress and a temple,
not like to that at Jerusalem, but such as resaimbleower. He built it of
large stones to the height of sixty cubits; he maeestructure of the altar in
imitation of that in our own country, and in likeanmer adorned with gifts,
excepting the make of the candlestick, for he ditmake a candlestick, but
had a [single] lamp hammered out of a piece of gatuich illuminated the
place with its rays, and which he hung by a chdimgald; but the entire
temple was encompassed with a wall of burnt brickugh it had gates of
stone. The king also gave him a large country fogvenue in money, that
both the priests might have a plentiful provisioad®a for them, and that God
might have great abundance of what things weressacg for his worship.
Yet did not Onias do this out of a sober dispositiout he had a mind to
contend with the Jews at Jerusalem, and couldangef the indignation he
had for being banished thence. Accordingly, he ginvthat by building this
temple he should draw away a great number from tioenmmself. There had
been also a certain ancient prediction made bpr@het] whose name was
Isaiah, about six hundred years before, that #ngpte should be built by a
man that was a Jew in Egypt. And this is the hystdrthe building of that
temple.

4. And now Lupus, the governor of Alexandria, upbe receipt of
Caesar's letter, came to the temple, and carrigdobut some of the
donations dedicated thereto, and shut up the tengelé And as Lupus died
a little afterward, Paulinns succeeded him. Thishneft none of those
donations there, and threatened the priests sgvétbky did not bring them
all out; nor did he permit any who were desirousvofshipping God there
SO0 much as to come near the whole sacred placeyhmrit he had shut up the
gates, he made it entirely inaccessible, insomelt there remained no
longer the least footsteps of any Divine worshiat thad been in that place.
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Now the duration of the time from the building bfg temple till it was shut
up again was three hundred and forty-three years.

Footnotes:

1. Since Josephus here informs us that some of thieaeiSor ruffians,
went from Alexandria (which was itself in Egypt, anlarge sense) into
Egypt, and Thebes there situated, Reland well gbseifrom Vossius,
that Egypt sometimes denotes Proper or Upper E@gotlistinct from
the Delta, and the lower parts near Palestine. Ategly, as he adds,
those that say it never rains in Egypt must meanRioper or Upper
Egypt, because it does sometimes rain in the qiags. See the note on
Antig. B. Il. ch. 7. sect. 7, and B. Ill. ch. 1c$e6.

2. Of this temple of Onias's building in Egypt, see tiotes on Antiq. B.
XIIl. ch. 3. sect. 1. But whereas it is elsewhd&ath of the War, B. I. ch.
1. sect. 1, and in the Antiquities as now quotad] that this temple was
like to that at Jerusalem, and here that it wadikefit, but like a tower,
sect. 3, there is some reason to suspect the gpadime, and that either
the negative particle is here to be blotted outherword entirely added.

3. We must observe, that Josephus here speaks ofcAnosovho profaned
the temple as now alive, when Onias had leave githeem by
Philometer to build his temple; whereas it seems toohave been
actually built till about fifteen years afterward&t, because it is said in
the Antiquities that Onias went to Philometer, Bl.>ch. 9. sect. 7,
during the lifetime of that Antiochus, it is probalhe petitioned, and
perhaps obtained his leave then, though it wereaattally built or
finished till fifteen years afterward.
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Chapter 11

Jonathan Stirred Up a Sedition in Cyrene

1. And now did the madness of the Sicarii, likeisedse, reach as far as
the cities of Cyrene; for one Jonathan, a vile gerand by trade a weaver,
came thither and prevailed with no small numbethef poorer sort to give
ear to him; he also led them into the desert, upa@mising them that he
would show them signs and apparitions. And ashferather Jews of Cyrene,
he concealed his knavery from them, and put trigksn them; but those of
the greatest dignity among them informed Catulll® governor of the
Libyan Pentapolis, of his march into the desert] ahthe preparations he
had made for it. So he sent out after him both émoen and footmen, and
easily overcame them, because they were unarmegahtirese many were
slain in the fight, but some were taken alive, Anought to Catullus. As for
Jonathan, the head of this plot, he fled away ait time; but upon a great
and very diligent search, which was made all thenty over for him, he
was at last taken. And when he was brought to Catuhe devised a way
whereby he both escaped punishment himself, arldaii an occasion to
Catullus of doing much mischief; for he falsely ased the richest men
among the Jews, and said that they had put him wham he did.

2. Now Catullus easily admitted of these his caliemnand aggravated
matters greatly, and made tragical exclamationat tie might also be
supposed to have had a hand in the finishing od¢wash war. But what was
still harder, he did not only give a too easy Hdliehis stories, but he taught
the Sicarii to accuse men falsely. He bid this fdusra therefore, to name
one Alexander, a Jew (with whom he had formerly &apharrel, and openly
professed that he hated him); he also got him toenhis wife Bernice, as
concerned with him. These two Catullus orderedetslain in the first place;
nay, after them he caused all the rich and wealéws to be slain, being no
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fewer in all than three thousand. This he thoughbiight do safely, because
he confiscated their effects, and added them te&&erevenues.

3. Nay, indeed, lest any Jews that lived elsewkbkogild convict him of
his villainy, he extended his false accusationsthf;, and persuaded
Jonathan, and certain others that were caught Wwith, to bring an
accusation of attempts for innovation against #gesJthat were of the best
character both at Alexandria and at Rome. One edehagainst whom this
treacherous accusation was laid, was Josephusyriter of these books.
However, this plot, thus contrived by Catullus, diot succeed according to
his hopes; for though he came himself to Rome, lodght Jonathan and
his companions along with him in bonds, and thoughshould have had no
further inquisition made as to those lies that wéoveged under his
government, or by his means; yet did Vespasianesighe matter and made
an inquiry how far it was true. And when he undmostthat the accusation
laid against the Jews was an unjust one, he cletremh of the crimes
charged upon them, and this on account of Titu@®&rn about the matter,
and brought a deserved punishment upon Jonathanhdowas first
tormented, and then burnt alive.

4. But as to Catullus, the emperors Were so gdotl@im, that he
underwent no severe condemnation at this timeygstit not long before he
fell into a complicated and almost incurable digtem and died miserably.
He was not only afflicted in body, but the distempehis mind was more
heavy upon him than the other; for he was terrth$gurbed, and continually
cried out that he saw the ghosts of those whomalgeshain standing before
him. Where upon he was not able to contain him$eit,leaped out of his
bed, as if both torments and fire were broughtita. irhis his distemper
grew still a great deal worse and worse continyalyd his very entrails
were so corroded, that they fell out of his bodyd & that condition he died.
Thus he became as great an instance of Divine R¥roge as ever was, and
demonstrated that God punishes wicked men.
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5. And here we shall put an end to this our histadyerein we formerly
promised to deliver the same with all accuracysuoh as should be desirous
of understanding after what manner this war of Bmmans with the Jews
was managed. Of which history, how good the styjJanust be left to the
determination of the readers; but as for its agergnwith the facts, | shall
not scruple to say, and that boldly, that truthhhlaéen what | have alone
aimed at through its entire composition.
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