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Chapter 1
Causes of the Captivity

There is hardly any portion of the Bible story thiateives less
attention than that relating to the period of thetoration of Israel to
their own land, from the captivity to Babylon.

And yet there is hardly any portion of the Biblergtthat is more
full of the very life and movement of God in humaifairs; hardly
any portion more full of valuable lessons. Indd&dyre is no portion
of the Bible story so full as is this of strikinustrations of how
promptly and how triumphantly, God can interposéhvkings and
powers in behalf of His cause and His people inetmeh.

For this reason, we want to look at that intergstamd important
part of the Bible story. The books of the Bible egplly embraced
in this are: Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggachariah, and
Malachi. The period of the world covered in theraave is about
from B.C. 536 to the crucifixion.

God had brought Israel out of Egypt, and, separ&tma all the

nations, had placed them in the land of Canaare Hlory of all

lands,” to be the light of the world. The chiefsea why He placed
them in the land of Canaan--Palestine--is that ,tleevd for ages
afterward, that little country was the pivot of therld. Between
Egypt and the eastern and northern nations thesetien, and for
ages afterward, constant intercourse, practically ch which

necessarily passed through Palestine. Yet lateenwhe weight of
empire passed to the west, still Palestine wasctdmger around
which swirled the grand sweep of the world’s affair
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At that center of the world’s great currents Gotliéie people to be
His light to all the nations, whose people by thaastantly passing
and repassing through that land, should beholdblestsed people
and glorious land, and be led to say,

“Surely this great nation is a wise and understagdpeople.”
(Deuteronomy 4:6)

And thus be led to inquire for the source of thisdem and
understanding, this prosperity and glory, and ad the true God,
and turn from idolatry to the worship of Him. Gadended that by
His splendid presence abiding with them, His petieuld thus
influence all the nations for good; and thus torgcaon His

fulfillment of His promise to Abraham,

“In you shall all nations of be blessed.” (Galag&h8)
Therefore, of Israel God had said,

“Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall notreekoned among
the nations.” (Numbers 23:9)

But the people would not have it so. They exclaimed insisted,

“...make us a king. ...that we may be like all tiag¢ions.” (1 Samuel
8:5)

They had their way, they rejected God, and not daycame “like
all the nations,” but did “worse than the heathemind them. And
then, as they became like the nations that wetdahland before
them, likewise as with those nations the land cowaldonger endure



them, and so must spew them out, as it had spewethe nations
before them.

They were carried captive to Babylon, and the lanad left desolate
that it might have rest from the sickening inigestiwith which it
had been afflicted.

The special sins that brought the captivity of ésrand the
desolation of the land were:

1. Oppression and injustice.

“O house of David, thus says the Lord, Execute foelgt in the
morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of thand of the
oppressor, lest My fury go out like fire, and buhat none can
guench it, because of the evil of your doings.t¢daah 21:12)

“Thus says the Lord, Execute judgment and righteess, and
deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppresaod do no
wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatissrlaor the widow,
neither shed innocent blood in this place.” (Jeadni2:3)

“For if you thoroughly amend your ways and yourras; if you
thoroughly execute judgment between a man and dighhbor; If
you oppress not the stranger, the fatherless,rmndidow, and shed
not innocent blood in this place, neither walk afb¢her gods to
your hurt: Then will | cause you to dwell in thisape, in the land
that | gave to your fathers, for ever and evereténiah 7:5-7)

2. Oppressing and defrauding the laborer in hisesaghile they in
their wealth reveled in luxury.



“Woe unto him that builds his house by unrighte@ss) and his
chambers by wrong; that uses his neighbor’s sewitt®ut wages,
and gives him not for his work; 14 That says, Il wiild me a wide
house and large chambers, and cuts him out windawd; it is

ceiled with cedar, and painted with vermillion.&{@miah 22:13-14)

3. Neglect of the poor.

“Shall you reign, because you closed yourself ilac@ did not your
father eat and drink, and do judgment and justecel then it was
well with him? He judged the cause of the poor aeddy; then it
was well with him: was not this to know Me? says tlord. But
your eyes and your heart are not but for your cmystess.”
(Jeremiah 22:15-17)

4. Disregard of the Sabbath.

“Thus says the Lord; Take heed to yourselves, aaf ho burden
on the sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gate3eofisalem; Neither
carry forth a burden out of your houses on the agtibtay, neither
do any work, but hallow the sabbath day, as | contdad your
fathers. But they obeyed not, neither inclined rthegir, but made
their neck stiff, that they might not hear, norawe instruction.
And it shall come to pass, if you diligently hearkento me, says
the Lord, to bring in no burden through the gateths city on the
sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do ark wherein;
Then shall there enter into the gates of this kihgs and princes
sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chasand on horses,
they, and their princes, the men of Judah, andirthabitants of
Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever. Amgly shall come
from the cities of Judah, and from the places aldeuwtisalem, and
from the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, afndm the
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mountains, and from the south, bringing burnt afigs, and

sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, amjing sacrifices

of praise, unto the house of the Lord. But if yolll wot hearken

unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to belamrden, even
entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the shluzgt;, then will |

kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shaNae the palaces of
Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.” (Jerefra?l-27)

5. The worship of the sun, with all the abominagitimat go with it.

“And he put forth the form of a hand, and took nyeablock of my
head; and the spirit lifted me up between the eamtth the heaven,
and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusakenthe door of
the inner gate that looks toward the north; wheas the seat of the
Image of jealousy, which provokes to jealousy. Abdhold, the
glory of the God of Israel was there, accordingh®e vision that |
saw in the plain. Then said he unto me, Son of rifap your eyes
now the way toward the north. So | lifted up my ®yhe way
toward the north, and behold northward at the gatine altar this
image of jealousy in the entry. He said furthermam& me, Son of
man, do you see what they do? even the great abtions that the
house of Israel commits here, that | should godtirfrom my
sanctuary? but turn yet again, and you shall seeatgr
abominations. And he brought me to the door ofctnrt; and when
| looked, behold a hole in the wall. Then he sanioume, Son of
man, dig now in the wall: and when | had dug inwadl, behold a
door. And he said unto me, Go in, and behold theked
abominations that they do here. So | went in awd sand behold
every form of creeping things, and abominable lsgamtd all the
idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon thdél waund about.
And there stood before them seventy men of theeatxiof the
house of Israel, and in the midst of them stoocaaah the son of
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Shaphan, with every man his censer in his handaahak cloud of
incense went up. Then he said unto me, Son of heare you seen
what the ancients of the house of Israel do inddmd, every man in
the chambers of his imagery? For they say, The Eea$ us not; the
Lord has forsaken the earth. He said also untoTam) yet again,
and you shall see greater abominations that they Téhen he
brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord’'sideowhich was
toward the north; and, behold, there sat women imgefor
Tammuz. Then he said unto me: Have you seen thsgnf man?
turn yet again, and you shall see greater abormatthan these.
And he brought me into the inner court of the Lertiouse, and,
behold, at the door of the temple of the Lord, le=twthe porch and
the altar, were about five and twenty men, withrthacks toward
the temple of the Lord, and their faces toward ¢hst; and they
worshiped the sun toward the east. Then he sammet Have you
seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing toltbase of Judah that
they commit the abominations which they commit ReF®r they
have filled the land with violence, and have re@armo provoke me
to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to theiendsierefore will |
also deal in fury: my eye shall not spare, neitkirl have pity: and
though they cry in my ears with a loud voice, yali Wnot hear
them.” (Ezekiel 8:3:18)

6. Rejection of the word and message of the Lordreproof,
counsel, and warning.

“In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the sddosiah king of
Judah came this word from the Lord, saying, Thys she Lord;
Stand in the court of the Lord’s house, and sped& all the cities
of Judah, which come to worship in the Lord’s hquaskthe words
that | command you to speak unto them; diminishanatord: If so
be they will hearken, and turn every man from hig way, that |
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may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to douhem because
of the evil of their doings. And you shall say utb@m, Thus says
the Lord; If you will not hearken to me, to walkmmy law, which |

have set before you, To hearken to the words ofseryants the
prophets, whom | sent unto you, both rising upygahd sending
them, but you have not hearkened; Then will | miiig house like

Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all tietions of the earth.
So the priests and the prophets and all the paugded Jeremiah
speaking these words in the house of the Lord. K@ame to pass,
when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking althkatord had

commanded him to speak unto all the people, tleapttests and the
prophets and all the people took him, saying, Yiallssurely die.

Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lorginga This

house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shalldesolate without an
inhabitant? And all the people were gathered agder®@miah in the
house of the Lord. When the princes of Judah h#sede things,
then they came up from the king’s house unto thesémf the Lord,
and sat down in the entry of the new gate of thelllschouse. Then
spake the priests and the prophets unto the priagdsto all the
people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for rees Iprophesied
against this city, as you have heard with your .edt®en spake
Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the pemalging, The Lord
sent me to prophesy against this house and aghisstity all the

words that you have heard. Therefore now amend ways and

your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord youdGand the Lord
will repent him of the evil that he has pronounegginst you. As
for me, behold, | am in your hand: do with me asnse good and
meet unto you. But know for certain, that if yout pe to death,
you shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourss|vand upon
this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: foadfuth the Lord has
sent me unto you to speak all these words in yars. & hen said the
princes and all the people unto the priests artiéqrophets; This
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man is not worthy to die: for he has spoken tonuthe name of the
Lord our God. Then rose up certain of the eldershefland, and
spake to all the assembly of the people, sayingcaMithe

Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah lohgludah, and
spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus tbeykord of hosts;
Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalemlldecome heaps,
and the mountain of the house as the high places fofest. Did

Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him atoatleath? did he
not fear the Lord, and besought the Lord, and threl kepented him
of the evil which he had pronounced against themm®?sTmight we

procure great evil against our souls. And there alas a man that
prophesied in the name of the Lord, Urijah the sb&hemaiah of
Kirjath—jearim, who prophesied against this citydaagainst this
land according to all the words of Jeremiah: Andcewldehoiakim
the king, with all his mighty men, and all the m®s, heard his
words, the king sought to put him to death: but nvbijah heard it,

he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt; Aetialakim the

king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the &ioAchbor, and

certain men with him into Egypt. And they fetchedth Urijah out

of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the kimio slew him

with the sword, and cast his dead body into thevegaof the

common people.” (Jeremiah 26:1-23)

“Now the king sat in the winter-house in the nimtlonth: and there
was a fire on the hearth burning before him. Andaine to pass,
that when Jehudi had read three or four leavesubhat with the

penknife, and cast it into the fire that was onharth, until all the
roll was consumed in the fire that was on the IheaftJeremiah
36:22-23)

“And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned indteiConiah the
son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Bayinade
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king in the land of Judah. But neither he, nor gesvants, nor the
people of the land, did hearken unto the wordsefLiord, which he
spoke by the prophet Jeremiah.” (Jeremiah 37:1-2)

“Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah 9bn of
Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pdkhuson of
Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spaokao all the
people, saying, Thus says the Lord, He that remaitiss city shall
die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestée but he that
goes forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he Idmae his life for a
prey, and shall live. Thus says the Lord, This ahgall surely be
given into the hand of the king of Babylon’s arnmhich shall take
it. Therefore the princes said unto the king, Weeleeh you, let this
man be put to death: for thus he weakens the hahttee men of
war that remain in this city, and the hands ofth# people, in
speaking such words unto them: for this man seekshe welfare
of this people, but the hurt. Then Zedekiah theldaid, Behold, he
Is In your hand: for the king is not he that canashything against
you. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him intodhegeon of
Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in the tcoluthe prison:
and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in th@gkon there
was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in thes.im{deremiah
38:1-6)

But the very crowning abomination of all was:

7. Their making the temple of God, and the formsvofship of the
Lord, their confidence of salvation, while praatigiall those other
iniquities and abominations; their holding God to srict

accountability for His promises, while they ran fpet riot against
every precept upon which those promises could plyseest; their
making capital of God’'s temple, and ordinances, @edvices
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designed to put away sin, as security in theiruguible abandon in
the indulgence of sin:

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,eAthyour ways
and your doings, and | will cause you to dwell mstplace. Trust
not to lying words, saying, The temple of the Lofthe temple of
the Lord. The temple of the Lord, are these.” (Juah 7:3-4)
[Luther’s translation: “Here is the Lord’s templgeere is the Lord’s
temple. Here is the Lord’s temple.”]

“Hear this, | pray, you heads of the house of Jaemld princes of
the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pealieequity. They
build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with intyuiThe heads
thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereath for hire, and
the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will yHean upon the
Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? no evila@ame upon us.
Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed asiedd,f and
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountane dfduse as the
high places of the forest.” (Micah 3:9-12)

“Behold, you trust in lying words, that cannot ptoWill you steal,
murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, lamah incense
unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom you knmt; And
come and stand before me in this house, which liedcchy My
name, and say, We are delivered to do all thesenmations?
['There is no danger to us, though, or as longves,do such
abominations."--Luther’s Translation.] Is this heusvhich is called
by My name, become a den of robbers [den of murdeaeresort of
cut throats--German] in your eyes? Behold, eveavkehseen it, says
the Lord.” (Jeremiah 7:8-11)
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“Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed adiedd, and
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountahne diouse [of the
Lord] as the high places of the forest.” (MicahZ3:1

“Go you now unto my place which [was] in Shiloh, avé | set my
name at the first, and see what | did to it for wiekedness of my
people Israel. And now, because you have donaesdktworks, says
the Lord, and | spake unto you, rising up early sppelaking, but you
heard not; and | called you, but you answered Tio&refore will |
do unto this house, which is called by My name, nglmeyou trust,
and unto the place which | gave to you and to yatlrers, as | have
done to Shiloh. And | will cast you out of My siglats | have cast
out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Bphrdherefore
pray not for this people, neither lift up cry noraper for them,
neither make intercession to Me: for | will not hgau.” (Jeremiah
7:12-16)

Because of that deplorable, even desperate, conditi things in
Jerusalem, the Lord of Jerusalem was compelledkém [her to
Sodom, declaring that she and Sodom were sisardsturther:

“As | live, says the Lord God, Sodom your sistes Imat done, she
nor her daughters, as you have done, you and yaughders.

Behold, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodagmde, fulness of
bread, and abundance of idleness was in her aheérimlaughters,
neither did she strengthen the hand of the poomaedy. And they
were haughty, and committed abomination before timerefore |

took them away as | saw good.” (Ezekiel 16:48-50)

And consequently Ezekiel saw in a vision a man \aithriter’'s ink
horn by his side, passing throughout Jerusalertinget mark upon
the foreheads of the men who were sighing and grian all the
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abominations that were done therein. Following nare six other
men, each with a slaughter-weapon in his handslay“utterly” all
to whom they should come, except that they werfedme not near
any man upon whom is the mark.” (Ezekiel 9:1-7).

Now this whole narrative has its parallel in thstldays, even in our
own time:

1. General wickedness prevails (Matthew 24:12; raokhy 3:1-3),
oppression, injustice, defrauding the laborer swwages to increase
the overloaded coffers of the rich, who revel irury--all this is
indulged (James 5:1-8);

2. In the midst of this abundance to boundlessaondl there is such
neglect of the poor that God is obliged to turn Higention
especially to them (Luke 14:21-23);

3. The Sabbath is disregarded (Isaiah 56:1, 2;3584);

4. The sun--in the Sunday--is honored (Daniel 7:R&yvelation
14:9-12);

5. The Word of God in counsel and warning, conceyrall the evil
and impending destruction, is rejected (2 Peter-73:30-14;
Matthew 24:37-39); and, also

6. There prevails the same chief abomination efta# indulgence

of a whole catalog of iniquities under the form gmafession of
godliness (2 Timothy 3:1-5).
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So that, looking again upon it all, God is compelte liken it also
to Sodom, because the last days of the world atkeakast days of
Sodom.

“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot. Evang shall it be in
the day when the Son of man is revealed. The sayeldt Lot
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone frbeaven, and
destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in thg \ihen the Son of
Man is revealed.” (Luke 17:28-30)

And while this destruction and desolation is impagd the
heavenly messenger (Revelation 7:2, 3) passesdghrthe world,
setting the royal seal--the heavenly mark--uponstireants of God,
who are sighing and crying for all the abominatitimest are done in
the land. And after him pass the messengers ofmed¢, slaying
utterly all upon whom is not found the mark (Revela 14:9, 10;
15:1; 16:1-21).

Thus certainly and thus fully does the period whochminated in
the destruction of Jerusalem and the desolatighaifland, contain
lessons of deep meaning to the people of God ofirakts, and
especially of the last days.
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Chapter 2
The Release from Captivity

Israel had frustrated God’s purpose to enlightérinel nations by
them in the land where He had planted them; yetMdeld fulfill
His purpose and His promise to Abraham, and erdmgdll the
nations through them in the lands where He hadesealthem.

By unbelief and iniquity Israel, when planted ireithown land, had
lost the power to arrest and command the atteti@i the nations,
that the nations might consider God and His wondexorks and

ways with the children of man, for now, as they saattered among
the nations, God would use them to enlighten the$® had

acquired the power to arrest and command the atteof all the

nations, and thus through them would still caudenations to

consider the wonderful works and ways of God whth ¢hildren of

men.

Through Daniel and his three brethren in captividpd enlightened
king Nebuchadnezzar who was ruler over all theonati and by
king Nebuchadnezzar twice distinctly proclaimed alb people,
nations, and languages His kindness, His justias, géwer, His
glory, and His kingdom and dominion (Daniel 3:2%-8, 34-37).

Nebuchadnezzar and his empire, and even the lasigeeof his
kingdom, passed away. Another kingdom and empigk tthe
dominion of the world.

“Darius the Median took the kingdom.” (Daniel 5:31)
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As the result of a conspiracy, Daniel was cash&hungry lions in
their den. But God shut the lions’ mouths that tbalyhim no hurt;
because innocency was found in him, and becaubelleved in his
God. This so fixed upon God as the only true aviddi God, to the
heart of king Darius the Mede, who was now kinglbthe nations,
that he did the following:

“Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nationad danguages,
that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multipliedouyou. | make a
decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom mesnible and

fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the lividgd, and steadfast
for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not lestdbyed, and his
dominion shall be even unto the end. He delives r@scues, and
he works signs and wonders in heaven and in eartim has

delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.” (D&lr6:25-27)

“In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerokthe seed of the
Medes, which was made king over the realm of thalddans; In
the first year of his reign | Daniel understoodldmoks the number
of the years, whereof the word of the Lord cameldcemiah the
prophet, that he would accomplish seventy yeathiendesolations
of Jerusalem.” (Daniel 9:1-2)

One thing that had caused Daniel to be most deetdyested in this
subject was the word of Palmoni, the wonderful nemab in the
vision of Daniel 8, given to him in the third yeaf Belshazzar,
saying,

“Unto two thousand and three hundred days; thel sigasanctuary
be cleansed.” (Daniel 8:14)
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This two thousand and three hundred days to thensieg of the
sanctuary caused Daniel great anxiety. He couldunderstand it.
The temple at Jerusalem was a ruin, and had sddaimore than
fifty years. Was it possible that it should softe yet two thousand
and three hundred years, before the ruins shouldidseed away
and the temple restored?

To this the book of Jeremiah answered, No:

“After seventy years be accomplished at Babylonill wsit you,
and perform My good word toward you, in causing youeturn to
this place.” (Jeremiah 29:10)

Could it be possible, then, that they should retand yet the
temple be not restored for so long? To this thekbob Isaiah
answered, No:

“That says of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shatiopm all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, You shall ld& bad to the
temple, Your foundation shall be laid.” (Isaiah 23|\

Cyrus was now living and sixty years old.

What, then, could mean that word, “Unto two thousand three
hundred days, then shall the sanctuary be cleah§ed?® there any
connection between that and the return from cdptiand the
rebuilding of the city and temple? This problem wasyond
solution by human thought. Therefore:

“I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by pragard
supplications, with fasting; and sackcloth, andeash..whiles | was
speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whomd $&en in the
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vision at the beginning [Daniel 8:16], being causedly swiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening oblat#am he informed
me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, | anv nome forth to
give you skill and understanding. At the beginnid thy
supplications the commandment came forth, and tamme to show
you; for you are greatly beloved: therefore undardtthe matter,
and consider the vision. Seventy weeks are detednupon your
people and upon your holy city, to finish the tgmession, and to
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliationmguity, and to
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seathdgpvision and
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know thamfand
understand, that from the going forth of the comdma@nt to restore
and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Pramed! be seven
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the strekktoghlauilt again,
and the wall, even in troublous times. And afteeéscore and two
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himsaifd the people
of the prince that shall come shall destroy the and the sanctuary;
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and timoend of the war
desolations are determined. And he shall confirendbvenant with
many for one week: and in the midst of the weelslmal cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for therspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even unhé
consummation, and that determined shall be pouneodn uthe
desolate.” (Daniel 9:3,21-27)

Within two years, in 536, Darius the Mede died, awas
immediately succeeded by Cyrus the Persian, ofdinge united and
universal kingdom of the Medes and Persians.

Cyrus had been the commander of the Medo-Persmresin the
destruction of the empire and kingdom of Babylon.ti#at time he
was an idolater. Yet long before that, even onaedheshand fourteen
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years before he was born, the God of Israel hdddcaim by name;
and had recorded a message addressed to him dérsAnd this is
the message:

“Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, vehaght hand |
have held, to subdue nations before him; and lladse the loins of
kings, to open before him the two leaved gates;thadyates shall
not be shut; | will go before you, and make theokeml places
straight: | will break in pieces the gates of brassd cut in sunder
the bars of iron: And | will give you the treasuiasdarkness, and
hidden riches of secret places, that you may kit It the Lord,
which call you by your name, am the God of Isr&el Jacob My
servant’s sake, and Israel Mine elect, | have @atled you by your
name: | have surnamed you, though you have not Rnow.”
(Isaiah 45:1-4)

Thus the Lord revealed Himself to Cyrus as the Gbtkrael. But
since Cyrus was an idolater, God must further redMeaself to him
as the only true and living God. This He did in theher word,

“I am the Lord, and there is none else, there i&5nd beside Me: |
girded you, though you have not known Me: That thegy know
from the rising of the sun, and from the west, ttrre is none
beside Me. | am the Lord, and there is none e($&aiah 45:5-6)

God thus revealed Himself to Cyrus as the Godrafels and as the
only true God; it remained to reveal to Cyrus tHat the God of
Israel, and the only true God, was distinct frord above the gods
that Cyrus had worshiped. Therefore the Lord reaceélimself yet
further,
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“I form the light, and create darkness. | make peand create
evil.” (Isaiah 45:5-6)

The point in this is:

1. The Persians, in their religious system, recaphitwo original
principles--good and evil. Their conception of goadd evil,
however, did not rise to the height of moral anutits@al good and
evil, or righteousness and sin, as is revealechbylLbrd, rather as
men naturally conceive of good and evil as maref@st prosperity
and adversity, tranquility and disturbance. Tharefohen the Lord
would show to Cyrus that He is over all, He saidntake peace,
and create evil.” That is, “I make tranquility acckate disturbance;
| give prosperity and send adversity.”

2. The Persians held that their principle of goaswepresented in
light; and the principle of evil in darkness. THere when the Lord

would reveal to Cyrus the Persian that He is alabeve all, He

said, “I form the light, and create darkness.”

The night that the city of Babylon was captured @&wlshazzar
slain, before the capture king Belshazzar had nizai@el the first
man of the empire after the two kings, Belshazzat his father.
Then when the city was taken, Belshazzar slain, laadfather a
captive, this left Daniel the first man of the kadlmgn, Darius and
Cyrus, the new rulers, found Daniel in his royddemf scarlet with
his insignia of office, the “chain of gold abousmeck.” They found
him so intelligent in all the affairs of the vaneghkingdom that they
immediately took him into their council, and gawehim the chief
place in their organization of the kingdom.
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And when Cyrus thus met Daniel, Daniel showed to tiie word of
the Lord, written to him by Isaiah one hundred asdenty-four
years before. The message was so direct and sonpérand the
revelation so plain and indisputable, that Cyruszepted and
acknowledged God as “the Lord God of heaven,” axdated, “He
is the God.”

There was also read to Cyrus the further word efltbrd by Isaiah
to him,

“That says of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shailopm all My
pleasure.” (Isaiah 44:28)

“I have raised him in righteousness, and | wilkedtrall his ways; he
shall build My city, and he shall let go My captyeot for price nor
reward, says the Lord of hosts.” (Isaiah 45:13)

This message, too, Cyrus accepted from the Lol ;im®36, when
Cyrus came to the throne of the empire, that vedryexpired the
seventy years’ captivity, and in that very year @yilssued the
decree and proclamation throughout the whole empekeasing
from captivity all the people of Israel, and callithem to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild the city, and especialihthese of the Lord.

And here is a copy of that decree:

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God a&Vesn has given
me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He has clodarnge to build
Him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whbase among
you of all his people? his God be with him, andHah go up to
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the hotigeeoLord God
of Israel, He is the God, which is in JerusalemdAmhosoever
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remains in any place where he sojourns, let the ehérs place help
him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, amith beasts,
beside the freewill offering for the house of Gddatt is in
Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:2-4)

“Let the house be built, the place where they efflesacrifices, and
let the foundations thereof be strongly laid; theight thereof
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof threesaabits; With
three rows of great stones, and a row of new timbhed let the
expenses be given out of the king’s house: And ksthe golden
and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nike&doezzar took
forth out of the temple which is at Jerusalem, &ndught unto
Babylon, be restored, and brought again unto thpliee which is at
Jerusalem, everyone to his place, and place thetheirhouse of
God.” (Ezra 6:3-5)

That decree was published by “proclamation throughall his
kingdom,” and was put “also in writings;” and waspdsited among
the archives of the kingdom in the palace at Eomtdhe Median
capital of the empire.

“Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah Badjamin, and
the priests, and the Levites, with all them whop#&itsGod had

raised, to go up to build the house of the Lordolhs in Jerusalem.
And all they that were about them strengthenedr thands with
vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and witkasts, and with
precious things, beside all that was willingly offd. Also Cyrus the
king brought forth the vessels of the house of ltloed, which

Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusaderd, had put
them in the house of his gods; Even those did Ckimug of Persia
bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the treasueerd numbered
them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. Alvéssels of gold
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and of silver were five thousand and four hundml.these did
Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivityt tkare brought
up from Babylon unto Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:5-8, 11)

And of the people who returned to Jerusalem:

“The whole congregation together was forty and thhausand three
hundred and threescore, Beside their servants lagid maids, of
whom there were seven thousand three hundred thirty seven:
and there were among them two hundred singing mensanging

women... And some of the chief of the fathers, wtiesy came to
the house of the Lord which is at Jerusalem, offdreely for the

house of God to set it up in his place: They gdter dheir ability

unto the treasure of the work threescore and omesdnd drams of
gold, and five thousand pound of silver, and onadned priests’
garments. So the priests, and the Levites, and sdnige people,
and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethjrdmslt in their

cities, and all Israel in their cities. (Ezra 2:64-68-70)

The restoration of Israel had begun.
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Chapter 3
Troublous Times

It seems to have been about midsummer, or latearstimmer of
B.C. 536, when the returned of Israel arrived igirttown country,
and had taken up their abode and dwelt in thagssifor their first
assembly at Jerusalem for worship was at the regnlaual feast of
the memorial of blowing of trumpets on the firsyds# the seventh
month.

On that day, and under the direction of Joshuahite priest, and
Zerubbabel, and their brethren,

“...the people gathered themselves together asnameto Jerusalem.
...and built the altar of the God of Israel, toenfburnt offerings
thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses thannof God. And
they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was tpem because of
the people of those countries: and they offeredntowfferings
thereon unto the Lord, even burnt offerings morramgl evening.”
(Ezra 3:1-3)

They could not celebrate the Day of Atonement-témth day of the
seventh month-- in that order, because there wasmple or house
yet built.

But they kept the Feast of Tabernacles (the fifteen the twenty-
second of the seventh month), as it is written, affieked the daily
burnt-offerings by number, according to the custasthe duty of
every day required; and afterward offered the owat burnt-
offering, both of the new moons, and of all thefsasts of the Lord
that were consecrated, and of every one that gillioffered a free-
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will offering unto the Lord. From the first day tife seventh month
began they to offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord.

“...But the foundation of the temple of the Lordsmaot yet laid.”
(Ezra 3:6)

However, preparations were immediately begun ferhilding of

the temple. Masons and carpenters were regulanogmd, and set
to work to prepare the stones and timber. They edsablished with
Tyre and Zidon trade of provisions --food, drinkdaoil--for cedar

trees for the temple, to be brought from Lebanonska and
delivered at Joppa,

“...according to the grant that they had of Cyruisgkof Persia.”
(Ezra 3:7)

This work of preparation continued till “the secomibnth” of the
“second year of their coming unto the house of @bderusalem,”
when they actually began work in building the teenpl

“And when the builders laid the foundation of tremple of the
Lord, they set the priests in their apparel withnipets, and the
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to prameeltord, after the
ordinance of David king of Israel. 11 And they sdngether by
course in praising and giving thanks unto the Ldrelcause he is
good, for his mercy endures for ever toward Isr@eld all the
people shouted with a great shout, when they ptaike Lord,
because the foundation of the house of the Lord laials 12 But
many of the priests and Levites and chief of thbdies, who were
ancient men, that had seen the first house, wheradilndation of
this house was laid before their eyes, wept witbual voice; and
many shouted aloud for joy: 13 So that the peopldccnot discern
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the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of Weeping of the
people: for the people shouted with a loud shaut, the noise was
heard afar off.” (Ezra 3:10-13)

In Gabriel’'s explanation of the two thousand ance¢hhundred
days, he had said to Daniel of the rebuilding etiSalem, that “the
street shall be built again and the wall, evenraultlous times.”
And now those troublous times began.

Satan was determined to hinder, in every way thaidssibly could,
the establishment of the work of God in Jerusaldmfound ready
instruments, in the mixed people and religion om&aa, that had
resulted from the successive transportations bygddar Esar-
haddon, and Asshurbani-pal, kings of Assyria, et#t B.C.

As soon as the Jews had begun to build, these migedles of the
land of Samaria devised a scheme so to turn to tien advantage
the rebuilding of Jerusalem that, by al liance willle Jews, they
could fix their power in Jerusalem and the landJaflah, as in
Samaria, execute a successful revolt, set up aperent kingdom
there, and dominate all the territory between theHtates and the
Mediterranean Sea, as had been done in old time.

Accordingly when they had...

“...heard that the children of the captivity bulie temple unto the
Lord God of Israel; Then they came to Zerubbabad, @ the chief
of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us builith wou: for we seek
your God, as you do; and we do sacrifice unto himesthe days of
Esarhaddon king of Assur, which brought us up hdBat

Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chigfeofathers of
Israel, said unto them, You have nothing to do wagto build a

25



house unto our God; but we ourselves togetherbuild unto the
Lord God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of P&itsas commanded
us.” (Ezra 4:1-3)

Then the Samaritans revealed their real spirit ftbe beginning,
and showed that their interest in the God of Israedl their “kind”
offer to help in building the temple and city, waasheer pretense to
hide their rebellious intent; they...

“...weakened the hands of the people of Judahtrantled them in
building, And hired counselors against them [at toeirt of the
Persian kingdom], to frustrate their purpose, ladl tdays of Cyrus
king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius kwfgPersia,” (Ezra
4:4)

...a period of fourteen years.

The situation was this: The Jews had the decrégynfs to sustain
them in all that they were doing. The Samaritansvkihat it was
vain to try to get that decree reversed while Cyimex.

But the funds for the building work must all passotugh the

imperial treasury. Those hired counselors wereciaffs of the court
and council of Cyrus, who accepted from the Saimasitbribes to
be on the watch for the affairs concerning Jerusalend block

every procedure possible. They could hold baclsthmply of funds;

they could delay the official applications for fumdby empty

technicalities they could force tedious correspoigdeand delay in
reports; they could pre vent correspondence and ewessengers
from reaching Cyrus, or even Daniel--in a thousaags they could
frustrate the purpose of the builders at Jerusalem.
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Daniel was still prime minister at the court of $lar and it was not
a great while before he discovered that the workdrusalem was
being hindered, and his own efforts hampered ircthet of Cyrus,

by influences and actions so subtle that it wasossjble definitely

to expose or successfully to check them. This chusm again

great and anxious concern for the work of God. h&espent no time
in attempting to ar range, or to carry on any ceuiritrigue; he

appealed direct to God.

By those hired counselors, the Samaritans hadcheet 4chemes to
work at the court of Cyrus in the latter part oé thecond year of
Cyrus. On the third day of the first month of thed year of Cyrus,
Daniel began his appeal to God in fasting and magrand prayer.
This he continued three full weeks, before he wasitpely
informed that his appeal was heard. Yet his appea heard, the
very first day, but the ad verse influences atRlesian court were
so strong that Gabriel dared not leave the preseinite king.

And those adverse influences were just then sardeted and so
persistent that every possible thing was done,yeeenceivable
device was employed, and every moment of the timg @ccupied,
during the whole of that three weeks, in the ende&w turn Cyrus
from his true course and to frustrate the purpd¥éaml concerning
Jerusalem.

To defeat the subtle devices and continued effoftthe enemy,
Gabriel must be ever watchful. He continued thusdlull weeks.
Daniel continued his earnest praying. Still theedrapuld not leave
the presence of the king. Yet Daniel’'s prayer nhestanswered by
Gabriel in person. It was a crisis in the causéad in the earth.
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Then Michael, the first of the heavenly princeaneato help him.
This secured victory, the enemy’s siege was brokewl Gabriel
went to Daniel by the river Tigris. His own wordseaxplanation of
the three weeks delay are these:

“Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that ydid set your heart
to understand, and to chasten yourself before ¢amd, your words
were heard, and | am come for your words. But thecp of the

kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty ddys; lo,

Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help arel | remained
there with the kings of Persia. Now | am come tokengou

understand what shall befall your people in théestatlays: for yet
the vision is for many days. ...Do you know whyohte unto you?
and now will I return to fight with the prince ofekia. But | will

show you that which is noted in the Scripture afhr and there is
none that holds with me in these things, but Mitlyaair prince.”

(Daniel 10:12-14,20-21)

Thus, through prayer and faithfulness to God, Diaamé his people
were victorious against all the machinations ofa8atnd his
instrumentalities. And so shall it ever be. Thevesdy agencies are
always ready to cooperate with the faithful onesath today, as in
the days of Daniel, Joshua, Zerubbabel, and tlo@wpanions.

Prayer to God, that obtains the cooperation of delgvmessengers,
IS even today worth infinitely more in securing tb@operation or
restraint of the powers of earth, than could behadlpolitical wire-
pulling and lobbying that could ever be employetie Thearts of
kings are in the hand of the Lord, and only He mexve them right.

Daniel must have died shortly after this visiorm, ifo the vision the
last words of the angel are,
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“You shall rest, and stand in your lot at the ehthe days.” (Daniel
12:13)

Cyrus lived five years longer. But though the Sataas and their
hired counselors continued all this time their wofkveakening the
hands of the Jews of hindering them and frustratmegy purpose in
building, they never succeeded in stopping the wdHhe “victory”
of Daniel and the heavenly ones still “kept” witlyrGs the king of
Persia, though the work went on still in “troubldumses.”
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Chapter 4
The Success of the Samaritans

At the death of Cyrus king of Persia, Cambyses duog, the
Ahasuerus of Ezra 4.6, immediately succeeded tdhimne of the
empire. The Samaritans who had so persistentlyiechion their
work of obstruction by hired counselors and othsenall the days
of Cyrus,” continued it all the days of Cambyseseiat seven years.

At the very beginning of his reign, in additionttee work of their
hired counselors, the Samaritans took the bold stgwesenting to
Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, a formal and writtenisation against
the Jews:

“In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of legn, they wrote
unto him an accusation against the inhabitants wfald and
Jerusalem.” (Ezra 4:6)

There is no known record that any notice at all we&k®n of their

accusation. Even if any notice was taken of its itertain that their
efforts were still in vain. The victory gained owbem in the three
weeks’ contest at the Persian court in the firshtinoof the third

year of Cyrus, still held all the days of his soanibyses. This
shows that there was real meaning in Gabriel's wehndt at the end
of the three weeks’ contest at the court of Pdrsideld the victory
with not only the king, singular, but plural,--withe kings of Persia.

From this it is plain that Cambyses, the heir appato the throne,
was in that council through that three weeks’ csiptand therefore
when the contest was ended and the victory was kepas victory

not only as respected Cyrus and the time beingalsat respecting
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Cambyses and the years to come. The victory was Wib the
kings of Persia.

There was a second son of Cyrus, named SmerdisCémnbyses
caused him to be secretly murdered. Indeed, thssagkaomplished
with so much secrecy that the great body of theleebelieved that
he was still alive. This gave opportunity for coinapy and the rise
of a usurper, whose real name was Gomates, but cidimed

before the people to be Smerdis, the son of Cyras. occurred at
the capital of Persia while Cambyses was absehtsoaxpedition in
the con quest of Egypt. The original account rims1

Cambyses the son of Cyrus was king. This Cambyadsalbrother,
named Smerdis (Bardiga); they had the same motickitree same
father. Afterward, this Cambyses killed Smerdis. aWriCambyses
killed Smerdis, the people did not know that Snengas killed.

Then Cambyses went to Egypt. The people becameamadmany
falsehoods grew up in the provinces, as well a$ansia, as in
Media, as in the other lands. And then a man, aidtaghamed
Gomates, from Pasargade, near the mount named dkigakéhere
he arose. On the 14th day of the month Vlyakhnas #rose: To the
people he told lies, and said, “I am Smerdis, e af Cyrus, the
brother of Cambyses.” Then all the people revaltech Cambyses,
went over to him, and the Persians, and the Mealed,the other
nations. He seized the kingdom. On the ninth dayhef month

Garmapada he took the royalty from Cambyses..Gand#te

Magian deprived Cambyses as well of the Persiasspfathe

Medians, as of the other nations; he did accortinigis own will,

and seized the royalty over them. (Darius, in “Rdsmf the Past,”
Old Series, vol. VII., pp. 89, 90)
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Cambyses, returning with his army from Egypt, wesifar as Syria,
and was there met by one of the many heralds whomages had
sent into all the empire publishing the “proclarmoatto the troops
that henceforth they were to obey Smerdis, theo$@yrus, and not
Cambyses.”

Cambyses, believing now that his secret murdereGnwerdis had
really played him false; and that thus Smerdis veadly alive and
reigning in the capital, immediately killed hims@8arius):

“having reigned, in all, seven years and five mentand left no
iIssue behind him, male or female.” (Herodotus)

This was the end of July, 522 B.C.

As before stated, Gomates, this false Smerdis, avifagian. His
usurpation was a part of the conspiracy of the lagiriests to
make the Median element predominant in the mixetomnal
religion of Media and Persia. And though Go mates Magian
reigned as Smerdis the Persian, yet he was butadihleof the
Magians to swing back the predominant element @ ithperial
religion from the Persian to the original Median.

The difference was more sectarian and merely pyjeshan

fundamental and popular; but it furnished an oppoty that was
instantly seized by the Samaritans and their htednselors to
make effective their determination to stop the waoinkthe temple at
Jerusalem.

Accordingly, no sooner was it known in Palestinat tthe new king
reigned, than the Samaritans wrote to him a new extdnded
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accusation against the Jews. For this Gomatesfatee Smerdis,
was the Artaxerxes of Ezra 4.

“In the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithreldatabeel, and
the rest of their companions, unto Artaxerxes laoh&ersia; and the
writing of the letter was written in the Syrian tpre, and interpreted
in the Syrian tongue. Rehum the chancellor and Sihamthe scribe
wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxeskihg in this sort:
Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Shimshaithbes and the
rest of their companions; the Dinaites, the Aphadates, the
Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the yBabans, the
Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Elamites, Aadrést of the
nations whom the great and noble Asnapper brougdtt and set in
the cities of Samaria, and the rest that are andidie the river, and
at such a time. ...Your servants the men on thlis gie river, and at
such a time. Be it known unto the king, that thesleshich came up
from you to us are come unto Jerusalem, buildiregréiellious and
the bad city, and have set up the walls thereofl jmed the
foundations. Be it known now unto the king, thdtthis city be
built, and the walls set up again, then will thet pay toll, tribute,
and custom, and so you shall endamage the reventne &ings.
Now because we have maintenance from the king'acpaland it
was not meet for us to see the king’s dishononrefoee have we
sent and certified the king; That search may beemadhe book of
the records of your fathers: so shall you find ne ook of the
records, and know that this city is a rebellioug,and hurtful unto
kings and provinces, and that they have movedisadithin the
same of old time; for which cause was this citytasg®d. We
certify the king that, if this city be built agaiand the walls thereof
set up, by this means you shall have no portiorthes side the
river.” (Ezra 4:7-16)
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That letter is a most subtle and deceptive mixtofetruth and

falsehood. It was true that the city of Jerusale im old time been
rebellious and seditious to the eastern kings, thiatl because of
that, the city was destroyed. It was true thatithgeerial records at
Babylon would confirm all this.

But it was not in any sense true that such wasrnaation in now
rebuilding the city, or that such would be the hestiits rebuilding.

This attributed intention of the Jews, and thisvssed result of the
rebuilding of the city, was nothing else than tegealing of their
own secret purpose, when at the very first thegreff to join the
Jews and help in the building of that very citydawhich they
would have carried out to the full as soon as the should have
been finished, as certainly as they had been atlowgoin in the
building of the city.

Such a subtle mixture of lies and truth would hdeen well
calculated to deceive any new king; and when itecamthe false
Smerdis, the tool of the reactionary priests, lydhe more readily
had its intended effect.

“Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum the cliancand to

Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their canges that dwell in
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond the river: Peaw,at such a
time. The letter which you sent unto us has beamlyl read before
me. And | commanded, and search has been madet snfbund

that this city of old time has made insurrectiormiagt kings, and
that rebellion and sedition have been made thefdiare have been
mighty kings also over Jerusalem, which have ruteckr all

countries beyond the river; and toll, tribute, antom, was paid
unto them. Give now commandment to cause thesetmerase,
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and that this city be not built, until another coamdment shall be
given from me. Take heed now that you fail not totdis: why
should damage grow to the hurt of the kings?” (Ezi&-22)

This letter was of course exceedingly gratifyingthe rebellious,
seditious, and officious Samaritans. Accordingly,

“...when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter waadebefore Rehum,
and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, thegt up in

haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews, and made therase by force
and power. Then ceased the work of the house ofwdodh is at

Jerusalem.” (Ezra 4:23- 24)

Then the Samaritans laughed, and congratulatedano#her, and
strutted, and rode around among the Jews, asséngngoower. But
even in the most exalted moments they never dreavhechat it
really was over which they were so gleeful and sofgutly
satisfied. They had no idea of what it was in tgahto which they
had so persistently, and at last so triumphantighpd themselves.

In about six months there was another turn in imapaffairs. In the
eighth month of his reign the false Smerdis, Gomdlte Magian,
was slain by Darius the Persian and six companiamd,Darius the
Persian, of ancient kingly race and descent, reignethe Medo-
Persian Empire.

The Magian scheme was annihilated; the Persianeglemas once
more predominant; the tide turned again in favotha Jews, the
rebuilding of the temple and the city went on, dydthe power
which they had invoked the Samaritans were comgédtiehelp in
the good work. This was exceedingly galling to thémt they had

persistently pushed themselves into it, and thHesg must stay; they
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had been exceedingly glad when the power which kaeyinvoked
worked altogether their way; they could not faidgmplain when
that same power worked altogether the other way.
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Chapter 5
The Work of Haggai and Zechariah

Early in the year 521 B.C. Darius, the son of Hyg&s, of ancient
Persian line, took the MedoPersian throne by Kkllithe false
Smerdis and his chief adherents. Yet it was neasgtgar and a half
before work was resumed upon the temple of Goelnsalem.

The people of God in Jerusalem and Judea had adht ih God.
They knew that the decree of the false Smerdispstgpthe work,
was secured by false representations; and they kim@whe decree
was illegal in itself, because of the fundamentaiqgple of Medo-
Persian law that no law of the Medes and Persiamddcbe
changed.

Yet though they knew that the usurper was dead,tlaodgh they
had in their hands the original decree of CyruscWwigould not be
lawfully reversed by any other Medo-Persian decs#d, they did

not have the faith to take up the work again. laeirthack of faith

they had imbibed the notion that the work was yedikpendent
upon kings and their decrees, instead of upon @wd;the Lord’s
part in the work was really secondary to that afglsi and powers;
that the kings’ motions and decrees must come, fnstl then the
Lord cooperate; instead of the Lord and His workgdirst, and

then the king’s cooperate.

Also as a consequence of their lack of faith, amdhgir neglect of
the cause and work of God, there had come hardstimée land;
the seasons were unfavorable; there was drougtiteinand, the
crops of all kinds were short; what money was nesmwent such a
little way that it seemed more as if it had beest than as if it had
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really been spent; what was bought with the moreyr®d to do so
little good, that, whether it were food or clothjngseemed almost
as though they had not had it at all.

In view of all these things, which were only thensequences of
their loss of faith in God, in His cause, and irs lgresent work in
the world; and in the face of all that God had dors only before
their very eyes, but by their very selves; theyalty reached and
expressed in words the astonishing conclusion that,

“...The time is not come, the time that the Lordmuse should be
built.” (Haggai 1:2)

To correct these utterly mistaken thoughts, reams)i and
conclusions, the Lord sent to them the prophets gdHiagnd
Zechariah to revive their faith in God; thus to ophkeir eyes, that
they might see things in their true light.

Haggai spoke first: The first day of the sixth nfgnin the second
year of Darius--520 B.C.-- the word of the Lord @ata Zerubbabel
the governor, and Joshua the high priest, saying,

“Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, saying, This pesale The time is
not come, the time that the Lord’s house shoultud#... Is it time
for you, O you, to dwell in your ceiled houses, d@hi$ house lie
waste? Now therefore thus says the Lord of hostgis@er your
ways. You have sown much, and bring in little; yeat, but you
have not enough; you drink, but you are not fileth drink; you
clothe yourself, but there is none warm; and he #&mans wages
earns wages to put it into a bag with holes. Thays ghe Lord of
hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the mountaid, ing wood,
and build the house; and | will take pleasure jnand I will be
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glorified, says the Lord. You looked for much, aial, it came to
little; and when you brought it home, | did blowampit. Why? says
the Lord of hosts. Because of my house that iseyastid you run
every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven you is
stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from rugr And | called
for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountaind upon the
corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil,gwh that which
the ground brings forth, and upon men, and upattecand upon all
the labor of the hands.” (Haggai 1:2,4-11)

This message of the Lord by His prophet was promgiteived by
all to whom it came. Zerubbabel the governor anghda the high
priest,

“...with all the remnant of the people, obeyed voee of the Lord
their God, and the words of Haggai the prophetthasLord their
God had sent him; and the people did fear befoeelLttird. Then
spoke Haggai the Lord’s messenger in the Lord’ssangs unto the
people, saying, | am with you, says the Lord. Anhd Lord stirred
up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtievaynor of Judah,
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech,igredniest, and the
spirit of all the remnant of the people; and thayne and did work
in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, le tfiour and
twentieth day of the sixth month, in the secondrya&aDarius the
king.” (Haggai 1:12-15)

In the following month, “in the seventh month,” tine twenty-first
day of the month, came again the word of the LoydHaggai to
Zerubbabel, and Joshua, and all the remnant qfebple, saying:

“Who is left among you that saw this house in hist fglory? and
how do you see it now? is it not in your eyes imparison of it as
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nothing? Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saysLtivd; and be
strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high paedtbe strong, all
you people of the land, says the Lord, and work!l fam with you,
says the Lord of hosts: According to the word thaivenanted with
you when you came out of Egypt, so my spirit rereamong you:
fear not. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet pitas a little while,
and | will shake the heavens, and the earth, amdd¢i, and the dry
land; And | will shake all nations, and the Desfall nations shall
come: and | will fill this house with glory, saylet Lord of hosts.
The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, sayslLit@ of hosts. The
glory of this latter house shall be greater thathefformer, says the
Lord of hosts: and in this place will | give peasays the Lord of
hosts.” (Haggai 2:3-9)

In the next month, “the eighth month in the secgadr of Darius,”
the message of the Lord came to them by the propéetariah,
saying:

“The Lord has been sore displeased with your fathEnerefore say
unto them, Thus says the Lord of hosts; Turn urgo says the Lord
of hosts, and | will turn unto you, says the Lofchosts. Be not as
your fathers, unto whom the former prophets havedcrsaying,
Thus says the Lord of hosts; Turn now from your ays, and
from your evil doings: but they did not hear, n@arken unto me,
says the Lord. Your fathers, where are they? Amdpiophets, do
they live for ever? But my words and my statuted)icw |
commanded my servants the prophets, did they kethald of your
fathers? And they returned and said, Like as thed Laf hosts
thought to do unto us, according to our ways, awbaing to our
doings, so has he dealt with us.” (Zechariah 1:2-6)
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In the next month, “the ninth month,” the twentyifth day of the
month, the message of the Lord came again by tehpt Haggai
in which

He said:

“...consider from this day and upward, from befarstone was laid
upon a stone in the temple of the Lord: Since thizses were, when
one came to a heap of twenty measures, there wereetn. when

one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty eésout of the
press, there were but twenty. | smote you with thigsand with

mildew and with hail in all the labors of your hanget you turned
not to me, says the Lord. Consider now from thig alad upward,
from the four and twentieth day of the ninth morglien from the
day that the foundation of the Lord’s temple wad,laonsider it. Is
the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vinethenfig tree, and the
pomegranate, and the olive tree, has not brougtht: flsom this day
will | bless you.” (Haggai 2:15-19)

In the eleventh month and the twenty-fourth dathefmonth of that
same year, the word of the Lord came again to thephet
Zechariah. He saw in a vision a man riding a bagédollowed by
bay, speckled, and white horses. They stood amaomtientrees in a
valley. Zechariah asked what were these. The angglered,

“...These are they whom the Lord has sent to walkand fro
through the earth.” (Zechariah 1:10)

And they reported to the angel, in the hearingheffrophet,

“...We have walked to and fro through the earthl, d®hold, all the
earth sits still, and is at rest.” (Zechariah 1:11)
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Then the angel said,

“...0 Lord of hosts, how long will you not have rmagmon Jerusalem
and on the cities of Judah, against which You Heagkindignation,
these threescore and ten years?” (Zechariah 1:12)

Then the angel spoke to Zechariah, saying:

“...Cry, saying, Thus says the Lord of hosts; | gmalous for

Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. Araim very sore

displeased with the heathen that are at ease: sl but a little

displeased, and they helped forward the afflictibherefore thus
says the Lord; | am returned to Jerusalem with rasrany house
shall be built in it, says the Lord of hosts, andiree shall be

stretched forth upon Jerusalem. Cry yet, sayingisidays the Lord
of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet $gead abroad,;
and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall glebose Jerusalem.
(Zechariah 1:14-17)

Next in the vision the prophet saw the four honswers--that had
scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem, and alscdgpenters come
to repair these desolations. And the angels said:

“These are the horns which have scattered Judabellsand
Jerusalem. And the Lord showed me four carpenidren said I,
What come these to do? And he spoke, saying, Téresthe horns
which have scattered Judah, so that no man didgithis head: but
these are come to fray them, to cast out the hokrtee Gentiles,
which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah dcatter it.”
(Zechariah 1:19-21)
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Next in the vision he saw a man with a measuring In his hand
“to measure Jerusalem, to see what is the brehdtkdf, and what
is the length thereof.” Then the angel who talkethwhe prophet
went forth and was met by another angel who sakdno

“...Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusaldmall be
inhabited as towns without walls for the multitumfemen and cattle
therein: For |, says the Lord, will be unto her allvof fire round
about, and will be the glory in the midst of hen,Hio, come forth,
and flee from the land of the north, says the Ldéod: have spread
you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, say4.6nd. Deliver
yourself, O Zion, that dwells with the daughteBatbylon. For thus
says the Lord of hosts; After the glory has he saat unto the
nations which spoiled you: for he that touches tmiches the apple
of his eye. For, behold, I will shake mine hand mupltem, and they
shall be a spoil to their servants: and you shatvk that the Lord of
hosts has sent me. Sing and rejoice, O daught&roof for, lo, |
come, and | will dwell in the midst of you, saye thord. And many
nations shall be joined to the Lord in that dayd amall be my
people: and I will dwell in the midst of you, anduwshall know that
the Lord of hosts has sent me unto you. And thel lsbrall inherit
Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall cleaderusalem again.
Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for herassed up out of his
holy habitation.” (Zechariah 2:4-13)

Next Zechariah saw in the vision,

“...Joshua the high priest standing before the lapigihe Lord, and
Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. #hedLord said unto
Satan, The Lord rebuke you, O Satan; even the tb@tdhas chosen
Jerusalem rebuke you: is not this a brand pluckeédobthe fire?”
Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, amibdtbefore the
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angel. And he answered and spake unto those tat before him,
saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. Amto him he
said, Behold, | have caused your iniquity to passnfyou, and |
will clothe you with change of raiment.” (Zechariati-4)

And Zechariah said, “...Let them set a fair mitg@on his head.”
(Zechariah 3:5)

So they set a fair miter on his head, and clothed Wwith the
beautiful garments. Then said the angel to Joshua:

“...If you will walk in my ways, and if you will kep my charge,
then you shall also judge my house, and shall leésp my courts,
and | will give you places to walk among these wtand by. Hear
now, O Joshua the high priest, you, and your fellomat sit before
you: for they are men wondered at [a sign]: fohddd, | will bring
forth my servant the BRANCH. For behold the stdm 1 have laid
before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven bghsid, | will
engrave the graving thereof, says the Lord of homtsl | will
remove the iniquity of that land in one day. Inttlklay, says the
Lord of hosts, shall you call every man his neighimader the vine
and under the fig tree.” (Zechariah 3:7-10)

Next in the vision there was shown to the propheardlestick all
of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and sevamps upon it, and
seven pipes to the seven lamps; and an olive tremaoch side of the
bowl; this signifying to Zerubbabel that the buildiof the house of
the Lord was to be done.

“...Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spiritays the Lord of
hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zexiodloyou shall
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become a plain: and he shall bring forth the hemgsthereof with
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” (Zechardas-7)

And in the vision the word of the Lord was spoken:

“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundatifotnis house; his
hands shall also finish it; and you shall know ttiegt Lord of hosts
has sent me unto you. For who has despised thefdagall things?
for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummmethe hand of
Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyebeotord, which
run to and fro through the whole earth.” (Zechadah 10)

Next in the vision the prophet saw a flying roll tbk law of God,;
the length twenty cubits, and the breadth ten subévealing the
curse, because of the sins, that goes forth oeefaite of the whole
earth.

After that the prophet saw go forth two women, hgvbetween
them in an ephah, named “wickedness,”

“...To build it a house in the land of Shinar; andshall be
established, and set there upon her own base.h@Ziah 5:11)

Next in the vision the prophet saw going forth falmariots, each
with horses; two toward the north, one toward tbatls, and the
remaining one to and fro through the earth.

And last he was instructed to take certain men dyen and have

them make crowns of silver and gold, and set theanuhe head of
Joshua the high priest, and say:
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“...Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, saying, Behbkl mman whose
name is the BRANCH; and he shall grow up out offglée, and he
shall build the temple of the Lord: Even he shalldthe temple of
the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shakisd rule upon his
throne; and he shall be a priest upon his thrond:the counsel of
peace shall be between them both.” (Zechariah 63)2-

Then the crowns were to be for a memorial in thaple of the
Lord.

And the vision closed with the words of confirmipgomise upon
all:

“...And this shall come to pass, if you will diligey obey the voice
of the Lord your God.” (Zechariah 6:15)
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Chapter 6

The Samaritans Compelled to Help

By the presence and the messages of the prophejgaHand
Zechariah, the Jews were encouraged to take um dgaiwork of
building the temple of God and the wall of Jerusale

Faith once more found her place in the heartsep#ople; the land
and people were blessed with prosperity and go&ergchand the
work was begun and carried on with a spirit andatatrity that
meant success certainly and speedily. Yet it wasihpeace.

News of this soon reached the Samaritans, anduréeset them all
astir again. However, among the changes that hade cm the
imperial government by the death of the false Smeaihd the
accession of Darius, was the change of the goveamor other
officials of Samatria.

Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the secretary eeh
displaced by Tatnai as governor and Shethar-Boasasecretary.
These men, of themselves, were fair-minded men;tlherte was
about them the same officious Samaritan party asnpanions.”
These urged on Tatnai and ShetharBoznai to go dertssalem, and
again call a halt upon the work there. They did lsot, being
fairminded men, they did it in a perfectly fair way
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They asked, “Who has commanded you to build thissapand to
make up this wall?” and, “What are the names ofntle& that make
this building?” The Jews told them that the temipéel been built
there many years before by a great king; thatdt Ih@en destroyed
by Nebuchadnezzar; and that Cyrus had issued eealdor the

rebuilding of it, and had sent back from Babyloa gold and silver
vessels that belonged in the house. Yet the Samnarttied to have
them stop the work; but they would not stop. Beside

“...the eye of their God was upon the elders of Jaess, that they
could not cause them to cease, till the matter danigarius.” (Ezra
5:5)

Since they could not stop the work, the Samariteac Tatnai and
Shethar-boznai, write to Darius. They did so, boitas did Rehum
and Shimshai in their deceptive mixture of trutld &mlsehood; they
stated the case with fairness; exactly as the Jewsstated it to
them. They wrote as follows:

“Unto Darius the king, all peace. Be it known ufite king, that we
went into the province of Judea, to the house ef gheat God,
which is built with great stones, and timber igllan the walls, and
this work goes fast on, and prospers in their hamtden asked we
those elders, and said unto them thus, Who comndaymieto build

this house, and to make up these walls? We aslesdrthmes also,
to certify you, that we might write the names of tmen that were
the chief of them. And thus they returned us anssagying: We are
the servants of the God of heaven and earth, aihdithe house that
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was built these many years ago, which a great kintgrael built
and set up. But after that our fathers had provolied God of
heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the hand oubleadnezzar
the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed tiouse, and
carried the people away into Babylon. But in thetfyear of Cyrus
the king of Babylon the same king Cyrus made aedetw build this
house of God. And the vessels also of gold anésd¥ the house of
God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the tempbd thas in
Jerusalem, and brought them into the temple of Babyhose did
Cyrus the king take out of the temple of Babylond dhey were
delivered unto one, whose name was Sheshbazzam viheohad
made governor; And said unto him, Take these vesgel, carry
them into the temple that is in Jerusalem, andhiethouse of God
be built in his place. Then came the same Sheshhaazd laid the
foundation of the house of God which is in Jerusalend since that
time even until now has it been in building, andiyes not finished.
Now therefore, if it seem good to the king, letrthbe search made
in the king'’s treasure house, which is there atyBal) whether it be
so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king tid bhus house of
God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasor us
concerning this matter.” (Ezra 5:7- 17)

When this letter reached Darius, he went aboutntia¢ter in the
thoroughly business-like way that characterizeawhsle reign and
administration; he “made a decree” that search ldhio& made for
the records mentioned. First,
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“...search was made in the house of the books, evtier treasures
were laid up in Babylon.” (Ezra 6:1)

It was not found there, nor anywhere in Babylone Hearch was
continued in the other capitals;

“...and there was found at Achmetha, in the palheg is in the

province of the Medes, a roll, and therein wascang thus written:

In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cythies king made a
decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalenthé&eéouse be
built, the place where they offered sacrifices, Ednhe foundations
thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof thoees cubits, and the
breadth thereof threescore cubits; With three rofvgreat stones,
and a row of new timber: and let the expenses bengout of the

king’s house; And also let the golden and silvesseds of the house
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out oftdraple which is

at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be rest@ed brought

again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, everyo his place,
and place them in the house of God.” (Ezra 6:2-5)

This being found, Darius wrote to Tatnai and Shetieznai and the
Samaritans as follows:

“Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the rivBhetharboznai,
and your companions the Apharsachites, which ayerimkthe river,
be you far from thence: Let the work of this hoo$&od alone; let
the governor of the Jews and the elders of the bewnd this house
of God in his place. Moreover | make a decree whatshall do to
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the elders of these Jews for the building of tmede of God; that of
the king’s goods, even of the tribute beyond theerti forthwith

expenses be given unto these men, that they baimd¢red. And
that which they have need of, both young bullogs] rams, and
lambs, for the burnt offerings of the God of hegvemheat, salt,
wine, and oil, according to the appoint- ment & fiiests which are
at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day witHail; That they
may offer sacrifices of sweet savors unto the Gbtieaven, and
pray for the life of the king, and of his sons. &lshave made a
decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, ilebér be pulled
down from his house, and being set up, let him degkd thereon,;
and let his house be made a dunghill for this. A& God that has
caused his name to dwell there destroy all kings @@ople, that
shall put to their hand to alter and to destroy thouse of God
which is at Jerusalem. | Darius have made a detzed; be done
with speed.” (Ezra 6:6-12)

That settled the question for ever. Therefore Tiatmad Shethar-
boznai, and their companions,

“...according to that which Darius the king hadtseso they did
speedily. And the elders of the Jews built, andy tpeospered
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet aadhdriah the
son of lddo. And they built, and finished it, aatdiog to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and according the
commandment of Cyrus and Darius, an Artaxerxes kihgersia.
And this house was finished on the third day ofrtienth Adar [the
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twelfth month], which was in the sixth year of treagn of Darius
the king.” (Ezra 6:13-15) [517 B.C.]

And as soon as the house was finished, it was dsdic

“And the children of Israel, the priests, and tlevites, and the rest
of the children of the captivity, kept the dedioatiof this house of
God with joy, And offered at the dedication of thisuse of God a
hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundreabks and for a
sin offering for all Israel, twelve he goats, aatng to the number
of the tribes of Israel. And they set the priestsheir divisions, and
the Levites in their courses, for the service ofdGwhich is at

Jerusalem; as it is written in the book of Mosé&Zra 6:16-18)

And then they kept the Passover:

“And the children of the captivity kept the passougpon the
fourteenth day of the first month. For the prieatsl the Levites
were purified together, all of them were pure, daitled the

passover for all the children of the captivity, dod their brethren
the priests, and for themselves. And the childréms@el, which

were come again out of captivity, and all such ad keparated
themselves unto them from the filthiness of thetimea of the land,
to seek the Lord God of Israel, did eat, And kdpt feast of
unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the ltead made them
joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyuato them, to
strengthen their hands in the work of the hous&ad, the God of
Israel.” (Ezra 6:19-22)
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The temple and worship of God was restored. Agailsipposition
the cause of God had triumphed so far. Howeverb#tge was not
yet over; the wall was not yet built; and this wag to be built
“even in troublous times.”
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Chapter 7
Satan’s Master Stroke

In a previous study we read that in vision theres \whown to the
prophet Zechariah, Joshua the high priest stanokfigre the angel
of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hancesist him. That
is the key to the vicissitudes of this whole higtor

The time was come when the cause of God must lbereds and
His work done in the earth. In the nature of thjrtbs must be done
through human instrumentalities. Joshua, the highsp was the
chief of these human instrumentalities; and theeefstood in the
vision as the representative of God and His wottheearth.

On the other hand, Satan is the great adversaBodfand His work
everywhere, whether in the earth or in heaven. whéen the time
came for the cause and work of God to be revivedirastored in
the earth, Satan, as the great adversary of dllishaf God, was
prompt to create every kind of opposition. Accogiynhe was seen
standing at the right hand of Joshua--in the véageof opportunity
and helpfulness--to resist him.

Satan had been actively engaged in this from ting fest day that

the work was begun in Jerusalem. It was his saird energy that
actuated the Samaritan meddlers and their hiretdissdors at the
court of Cyrus, Cambyses, and the false Smerdmgadtthe personal
presence of Satan in that three weeks’ contesteataurt of Cyrus,
that made the unbroken presence of the angel Galsgential there
the three full weeks, and finally demanded evenptesence and
help of Michael to make victory certain.
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But in spite of all Satan’s resistance the templ&aod was finished
and dedicated, and the full worship and servic&ofl was there
established. Yet he slacked not his plotting ofstasce. He failed
to accomplish anything of his purpose during thgmreof Darius;
but in the reign of the successor to Darius hequlaay master-stroke,
and arranged a most stupendous plot--nothing Ibse tthe
sweeping away, in one day, all the Jews in the emthe complete
blotting out at one stroke of the whole worshipgd @ven the whole
people of God.

Of course it was a plot worthy only of Satan; thatteven he should
think that he could make such a plot succeed, wbaldstonishing,
were it not for the peculiar train of circumstantest had developed
the special instrumentality that he could use f@ @normous
purpose.

Darius died in B.C. 485, having reigned thirty-gi&ars, and was
succeeded by his son Xerxes, who was the Ahasoéths book of
Esther. For the Hebrew Ahashuerosh is the natgralalent of the
old Persian Khshayersha, the true name of the rabraalled by the
Greeks Xerxes, as now read in his inscriptions.

“The name of him whom the Greeks called Xerxes,ledis by
himself in his own inscriptions is Khshayersha, etthproves to be
identical with the Ahasuerus of Holy Scripture€p(pert)

And it is not strange that in the endeavor to pume@ such a name,
the tongue of a Greek would reduce it to XerxesisTKerxes being
truly the Ahasuerus of the book of Esther, thissesuthe book of
Esther to stand chronologically in the Scripturesneen the sixth
and seventh chapters of the book of Ezra. Xerkesking of Persia,
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was the son of Darius of Ezra 6, and the fathé&rtixerxes of Ezra
7.

Political conditions, as developed by Darius in laist years, and
left by his death, were such that, in order forxésrto complete the
plans of Darius, he must “stir up all against tealm of Grecia;” as
it had been stated by the angel to Daniel that é®mwould do
(Daniel 11:2). In furtherance of this enterprise,

“Xerxes, being about to take in hand the expedifigainst Athens,
called together an assembly of the noblest Perstankarn their
opinions, and to lay before them his own desig(tdérodotus)

This was in the third year of the reign of Xerxasd this assembly
was the one that is referred to in Esther:

“In those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat ontlihene of his
kingdom, which was in Shushan the palace, In tive trear of his

reign, he made a feast unto all his princes andsarsants; the
power of Persia and Media, the nobles and prin€déseoprovinces;
being before him: When he showed the riches of dim@ious

kingdom and the honor of his excellent majesty mdays, even a
hundred and fourscore days.” (Esther 1:2-4)

That was the day of Persia’s greatest glory, artdeaend of the six
months’ council of preparation for the invasion@feece, Xerxes
made a grand feast for a whole week to the wholapemy of
imperial officials:

“...the king made a feast unto all the people thate present in
Shushan the palace, both unto great and smallnhsgags, in the
court of the garden of the king’'s palace; Whereemghite, green,
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and blue, hangings, fastened with cords of finerimand purple to
silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds welrgad and silver,
upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, andkblmarble.
And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (tressels being
diverse one from another,) and royal wine in abuagdaaccording
to the state of the king. And the drinking was adow to the law;
none did compel: for so the king had appointedittha officers of
his house, that they should do according to eveay’'snpleasure.
Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the womethénroyal
house which belonged to King Ahasuerus.” (Esth&+9):

And because Vashti declined to make a display o$dieto the
drunken crowd, she was deposed from the positiaueén.

Xerxes led into Greece a force, land and naval, usmtnog to
5,283,220 men. But in the successive defeats ofrmitey lae,
Salamis, Plateu, and Mycale, B.C. 480-79, his wHolee was
annihilated, and he returned to Shushan with ottilgdy-guard.

Shortly after his return, he issued his directibmsthe gathering
together of the most beautiful maidens of the eeyghat he might
select a queen in the place of the deposed Vasinbng these was
Esther, the cousin and adopted daughter of Mordec8enjamite
who was an attendant in the king’s palace in Shuskather was
chosen.

“So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into lissk royal in
the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, ingbeenth year of
his reign. And the king loved Esther above all Wwmmnen, and she
obtained grace and favor in his sight more tharthedl virgins; so
that he set the royal crown upon her head, and madegueen
instead of Vashti.” (Esther 2:16-17)
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About this same time two of the king’s chamberldaid a plot to
kill him. The plot was discovered by Mordecai. hédtit to Esther,
Esther told it to Xerxes, investigation was made thing was
proved, and the two men were hanged. Then a reafailte whole
affair was made in the official chronicles of thegdom, in which
was included the name of Mordecai and the parthibdtad taken in
exposing the plot, and so saving the life of thegki

Not long after that, a certain prince whose nams Waman was
promoted by king Xerxes, who thus

“...advanced him, and set his seat above all tieces that were
with him.” (Esther 3:1)

Thus Haman was not only prime minister of the emdiut also the
special favorite of the king; so that the king coamaed all the
servants “that were in the king’'s gate” to bow tankan and
reverence him.

Now Mordecai the Jew sat in the king’s gate; anavbald not bow
nor do reverence to Haman. His fellow-servantscedtithis, and
asked him,

“Why do you transgress the king’s commandment?th{&is3:3)
When they had for several days in succession cdfleddecai’s
attention to this, and still he would not bow nar dkverence to

Haman, they told it to Haman, and also told hint thss Mordecai
who had thus refused to do him reverence was a Jew.
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And just there is where Satan found his grand dppdy to make
his master-stroke against the whole nation of Istae once.
Therefore

“..when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor Hdith
reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. And heugfimd scorn to
lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had showeatthe people of
Mordecai; wherefore Haman sought to destroy alllthes that were
throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even pgbeple of
Mordecai.” (Esther 3:5-6)

But why was this? What was the secret spring thgrscould touch
there, to urge on one man thus to plan the desirucf a whole
people?

The answer is easy. Haman was “the Agagite.” Thahe was a
direct descendant from king Agag, the king of thmaalekites whom
Saul captured when he destroyed the Amalekites, vamuin the
prophet Samuel slew after Saul had brought himilgegalive.

And Mordecai was a Benjamite; of the very tribettedt Saul, king
of Israel, who had destroyed the nation of the Askités.

Here, then, was the chance for the remaining Anitaled Agagite
to visit vengeance upon this people, and destrsywiole nation,
as this people had destroyed his nation so longréef

Possibly someone will say,

“Well, was not that even justice, and fair enough?”

The answer is,
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“No; it was but the continuation of the originakécherous and
destructive purpose of the Amalekites who initiatieel war shortly
after Israel left Egypt, and before they came tabi

In Rephidim, between the wilderness of Sin andwilderness of
Sinai, the Amalekites laid an ambush for the clidof Israel as
they marched, and cruelly smote the hindmost; alkthat were
feeble, and when they were faint and weary (1 Sam&e?;

Deuteronomy 25:17, 18).

And it was for this that Saul had destroyed the kkiges. (Exodus
17:8-14; Deuteronomy 25:19; 1 Samuel 15). And nowas in
perpetuation of original and native Amalekite tteay and cruelty
that Haman the Amalekite must scheme to blot oet wWwhole
people, simply because one of their number faieedbdw and do
him reverence.

And Haman proceeded to put into effect his Amaiskitscheme.
First he cast lots in the selection of the montwimch the massacre
should be. It was in the first month that the mtye cast, and the
lot fell on the twelfth month--in the twelfth yeaf Xerxes, B.C.
473--and the day fixed, was the thirteenth dayhefttvelfth month.

Having this preliminary arranged, Haman approaciedking for
the royal authority to execute his murderous Het.

“...said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certaioppe scattered
abroad and dispersed among the people in all tharmes of your
kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all peppleither keep
they the king’s laws: therefore it is not for thads profit to suffer
them. If it please the king, let it be written théditey may be
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destroyed: and | will pay ten thousand talents (&lsix millions of
dollars] of silver to the hands of those that h#we charge of the
business, to bring it into the king’s treasurig&sther 3:8-9)

Then Xerxes gave to Haman his imperial ring, and, sa

“...The silver is given to you, the people alsodtmowith them as it
seems good to you.” (Esther 3:11)

Then Haman caused the imperial secretaries to lsugurderous
commandment to:

“...the king’s lieutenants, and to the governowat there over every
province, and to the rulers of every people of gvprovince
according to the writing thereof, and to every peoafter their
language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was itterjtand sealed
with the king'’s ring.” (Esther 3:12)

Then the letters were sent by the imperial postside

“...into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, tdl,kand to cause to
perish, all Jews, both young and old, little cheldrand women, in
one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the tivaifonth, which is
the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them fgray.” (Esther
3:12)

The letters also commanded all the people to bad§reagainst that
day.” (vs. 14). So

“...the posts went out, being hastened by the kRimgmmandment,
and the decree was given in Shushan the palaceth#nling and
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Haman sat down to drink; but the city Shushan waplpxed.”
(Esther 3:15)

It may be thought strange that Xerxes should sdilsetall in with
Haman’s scheme, and apparently so thoughtlesséy @rer a whole
people thus to sheer massacre. And yet when @gnembered that
the very flower of the defensive strength of thepae had only
lately been swept away in the campaign against dereie is not
difficult to understand that, from the way in whitdire matter was
presented to him by Haman, he might fear that“thisless” people
would take advantage of the weakness of the king@dmu attempt
a revolution. Thus he could easily convince himssdt it was only
for the safety of his kingdom that they should te$talled.

The imperial decree had gone forth for the massaiced the Jews
in every province on the thirteenth day of the fthkemonth. The
king had commanded all the people to be ready ag&iat day, to
execute the decree. The time was fixed, and easBirua day
brought the devoted people only a step nearerdddhrful goal;
and the law, being a law of the Persians and Metmdd not be
changed.
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Chapter 8
The Hand upon the Throne of the Lord

With every soul of them devoted to massacre onyaattaady fixed,
and fixed by a law that could not be changed, thesJthroughout
the whole empire of the Persians and Medes wegeeiait distress.

“And in every province, wherever the king’s commamaht and his
decree came, there was great mourning among the adew fasting,
and weeping, and wailing; and many had on sacka&oih ashes.
[And]...Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on séatkcwith ashes,
and went out into the midst of the city, and cneith a loud and a
bitter cry; and came even before the king’s gatésther 4:3, 2)

Yet these expressions of distress and grief weteneoely such, as
though they were hopeless lamentations. The livaogl was still
their God. In their history there had been criseslesperate as was
this; and when appealed to and trusted, He hadr ieved to work
deliverance. They could surely trust that He wod&liver them
Now.

And because the examples of God’s wonderful dddivess in their

history, which they had as encouragements to faéin, they had

the direct word of the Lord with respect to anylsoccasion as this
that might ever arise in which the Amalekites werave a part.

When Amalek played his treacherous part, and atththe weak,
the feeble, the faint, and the weary, even therhoxl, in Rephidim,
though he was defeated, when the battle was owver Librd
commanded Moses:
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“...Write this for a memorial in a book, and rels=ait in the ears of
Joshua: for | will utterly put out the remembramdeAmalek from
under heaven.” (Exodus 17:14)

Yet that matter did not end with only writing itrfa memorial in a
book.

“And Moses built an altar, and called the name& deho vah-nissi:”
[The Lord my banner] (Exodus 17:15)

This was also a memorial of the affair of Amalekisat the Lord
Jehovah would ever be His people’s banner againsalék. For
said Moses in the name of the Lord:

“Because the hand of Amalek is against the throh¢éhe Lord,
therefore the hand upon the throne of the Lord dvasrn that the
Lord will have war with Amalek from generation tergeration.”
(Exodus 17:16; margin)

And now in this latest generation of Amalek, instiiiaman the
Agagite, the hand of Amalek was still against tim@mne of the Lord.
And now also the oath of the hand upon the thrdribeoLord, was
still good, the Lord Jehovah was still the banrfafis people in the
war with Amalek.

And this is why it was that the distress, the mmgnthe fasting,
and the cry of His devoted people, was not hopeledgeed, it was
not only not hopeless, but was full of faith; faetmemorial and the
oath of God, written in the Book, still stood ase tioor of faith, and
therefore of victory. And this was their confidence
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Therefore they expected victory and deliverancethmt blessed
hand that is upon the throne of the Lord. It istaiarthat they

expected only victory and deliverance, for when démai got word

to Esther of the true state of their affairs, uggier to go to the king
and make supplication and request for her peopié,she pleaded
the danger of death when she went without beinigdaMordecai

assured her that if she failed to do her part, grenld.

“...relief and deliverance arise to the Jews fronother place.”
(Esther 4:14)

God would not fail them. Esther was in a positian de an
instrumentality in God’s working the deliverancattiias certain to
come. How could she know but that she was in tbaitijpn for just
such an occasion as this? And if, for any reaswvan éhe certain
risk of her own life, she should fail to rise t@tbccasion and do her
part, still life and deliverance would certainlynage, only it would
come by other instrumentality; it would arise franother place.
This was the faith of Mordecai and of his people.

It was true faith in the word of God; it rested ngbe word of God,
and the oath of Him whose hand is upon the thrdrieeoLord. All

that remained for them to do was to prove themseampreciative
of that word by separating themselves from all aimj everything
that was unbecoming to their Banner, so that tm@icevictory of

the Hand upon the throne of the Lord should includey

individual; and that they might see that Hand mgwrictoriously in

this final war with Amalek.

Esther did rise nobly to the occasion; she provelked to be the
gueen that her position implied that she was. Sk@ sord to
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Mordecai to gather together all the Jews that wer8hushan, and
fast for her “three days” night and day;

“...I also and my maidens will fast likewise; ara@will | go in unto
the king, which is not according to the law; andpkrish, | perish.”
(Esther 4:16)

And God began just then to work their glorious eziance.

On the third day Esther made her trembling venint@ the king's

presence. The king graciously received her; and tmr to ask
anything she chose, even to the half of the kingp,dand it should
be granted her. She simply asked that the king-Hmmdan come that
day to a banquet which she had prepared. The lhnged Haman to
be informed; and

“...S0 the king and Haman came to the banquet Hs#her had
prepared.” (Esther 5:5)

At the banguet the king said again to Esther,

“...What is your petition? and it shall be grantedthe half of the
kingdom it shall be performed.” (Esther 5:6)

Esther most respectfully requested that the kindy ldaman come
again on the morrow to a banquet which she woutgbgme; stating
also that on the morrow she would present heripetdand request
that the king desired to know.

Thus twice in immediate succession had Haman beewrs the
high honor of an exclusive banquet with the kingl @jueen; and
this upon the special invitation of the queen Hér3&is was honor
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and distinction surpassing all. He was corresparidielated, and
“went forth that day joyful and with a glad heart.”

Yet there was one element that detracted from éneegtion of his
happy state: as he went forth from the royal bahghe saw
Mordecai in the king’s gate, who still “stood nagi, nor moved for
him.” This, and at such a time, was an ignominy ¢peat to be
borne, and filled him “full of indignation againd¥lordecai.”
Nevertheless, in view of what he had prepared forddcai and all
his people, “Haman refrained himself.”

“...and when he came home, he sent and calledidofriends, and
Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of the glofyh riches,

and the multitude of his children, and all the gsnvherein the king
had promoted him, and how he had advanced him athevprinces
and servants of the king. Haman said moreover, ¥sther the
gueen did let no man come in with the king unto bhequet that
she had prepared but myself; and tomorrow am kedvunto her
also with the king. Yet all this avails me nothirsp long as | see
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’'s gate.” (esth:10-13)

To Haman’s wife and his friends his affliction fraime presence of
Mordecai was exceedingly proper and reasonable aahthg from
which he ought to be speedily relieved. Therefore

“Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends uhim, Let a
gallows be made of fifty cubits [seventy-five fedtigh, and to-
morrow speak you unto the king that Mordecai mayhbaged
thereon; then go you in merrily with the king utibhe@ banquet. And
the thing pleased Haman; and he caused the gatmws made.”
(Esther 5:14)
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And he went to sleep perfectly satisfied with ai Brrangements
and fair prospects for the morrow.

But He that keeps Israel neither slumbers nor sledp whose hand
is upon the throne of the Lord had other arrangésnéor both
Mordecai and Haman on the morrow.

Therefore that night, for some reason, king Xenteand it
impossible to sleep. In order to occupy the slespleours, the king
caused the book of the chronicles of the kingdormedrought and
read to him, and the place where the reader reathanbook
happened to be the very place of the record oflake plot to
assassinate the king, and of Mordecai's exposutheoplot in time
to save the king.

When this had been read, the king asked,

“...What honor and dignity has been done to Morddgoa this?
Then said the king’s servants that ministered umto, There is
nothing done for him. And the king said, who isthe court?”
(Esther 6:3-4)

It was now morning, and Haman had come early totlygetking’s
order to hang Mordecai on that seventy-five-footayes that was
waiting, so that Haman could go merrily to the aegnbanquet.
Thus at so early an hour Haman was in the coud véas the only
man in the court. So when the king’s attendant&ddointo the
court, they saw Haman, and in answer to the kigg&stion said,

“...Behold, Haman stands in the court. And the ksagd, Let him
come in.” (Esther 6:5)
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The word was passed; and “so Haman came in.” Biardéiaman
had a chance to present his request for the hamdiNprdecai, the
king asked him,

“..What shall be done unto the man whom the kiedgtits to
honor?” (Esther 6:6)

Haman, having flattered himself beyond all judgmentreason,
instantly thought, That man is myself. For.

“...To whom would the king delight to do honor mdhan to myself
?" (Esther 6:6)

The king designs some new honor for me, so thainl go to that
banguet today in a style befitting my nobility asignity: and he has
even done me the honor of letting me name it mysdie only
honor that remains, that could be really becommgne, is that |
should occupy the very place of the king.

Therefore Haman answered:

“For the man whom the king delights to honor. llet toyal apparel
be brought which the king uses to wear, and theehtrat the king
rides upon, and the crown royal which is set upigmkead: And let
this apparel and horse be delivered to the harahefof the king’'s
most noble princes, that they may array the mahalivhom the
king delights to honor, and bring him on horseb&tiough the
street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thbalkit be done to
the man whom the king delights to honor.” (Esth&r®)

Then said Xerxes to Haman:
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“Make haste, and take the apparel and the horsgowa$ave said,
and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitseakiting’'s gate; let
nothing fail of all that you have spoken.” (Estel0)

For Haman, this was a terrific come-down. Yet the&as no
escaping it; he had fixed the whole matter himSgierefore

“...took Haman the apparel and the horse, and edrayordecali,
and brought him on horseback through the streghefcity, and
proclaimed before him: Thus shall it be done uti® man whom
the king delights to honor. And Mordecai came adaithe king’'s
gate. But Haman hasted to his house mourning, awihd his head
covered. And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all friisnds
everything that had befallen him. Then said hisswrgen and Zeresh
his wife unto him, If Mordecai be of the seed oé thews, before
whom you have begun to fall, you shall not preagiinst him, but
shall surely fall before him.” (Esther 6:11-13)

All this had occurred early in the day, and beftre time of the
banquet of the queen. And just now, even while Zerand
Haman’s wise men were talking with him of what hewd expect
from this beginning,

“...came the king’s chamberlains, and hasted togbHaman unto
the banquet that Esther had prepared.” (Esthel) 6:14

“So the king and Haman came to banquet with Edterqueen.”
(Esther 7:1)

But Haman did not go to the banquet as “merrily” hesl been
planned by himself, and wife, and friends the engruefore.
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As they sat at the banquet, the king again saktktber,

“...What is your petition, queen Esther? And itlsha granted you;
and what is your request? And it shall be perforneeen to the half
of the kingdom.” (Esther 7:2)

Esther now, to the king and in the very presenceHafman,
presented her petition and her request:

“...If I have found favor in your sight, O king, @nf it please the
king, let my life be given me at my petition, ang people at my
request. For we are sold, | and my people, to [straled, to be
slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold fondmen and
bondwomen, | had held my tongue, although the eneowd not
countervail the king’'s damage.” (Esther 7:3-4)

In blank astonishment the king asked,

“...Who is he, and where is he, that durst presumtas heart to do
so? (Esther 7:5)

Esther answered, with Haman sitting there,
“...The adversary and enemy is this wicked Hamégasther 7:6)

This revelation was more than the king could bead sit still.
Therefore “in his wrath” he arose from the bancued stepped into
the palace garden.

Haman, well knowing what the king’s wrathful assiment must
mean to him, arose from his seat to plead with étdfibr his life. In
his anxiety and fear in his pleading he fell upbe tlivan where
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gueen Esther was sitting. Just then the king retlito the banquet
room, and discovered Haman in that attitude. Inbstahere flashed

across the mind of the king a suspicion that int tmairderous

scheme Haman had a design to seize the kingdom: hend
exclaimed,

“...Will he force the queen also before me in tloude?” (Esther
7:8)

As the word “went out of the king’s mouth,” the ahlger lains ran
in and.

“...covered Haman'’s face. And Harbonah, one ofdh@mberlains,
said before the king, Behold also the gallows fiftybits high,

which Haman had made for Mordecai, who had spolosa dor the

king, stands in the house of Haman. Then the kand, $4ang him

thereon. So they hanged Haman on the gallows &baad pre pared
for Mordecai. Then was the king’'s wrath pacifie(E5sther 7:8-10)

The same day Esther told king Xerxes what Mordeas to her;
and...

“...the king took off his ring, which he had takeom Haman, and
gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai daer house of
Haman;” (Esther 8:2)

For the king had given “the house of Haman the Jewsmy unto
Esther the queen.” And again Esther put her lifestake in
approaching the king without being called.

“And Esther spoke yet again before the king, arnlddewn at his
feet, and besought him with tears to put away thscnef of
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Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had dd\against the
Jews.” (Esther 8:3)

The king held out to Esther his golden scepter, simel arose and
stood, and pleaded that letters be written andtsegnery province,
reversing the letters sent by Haman to destroyléwes. In response
the king directed that Esther and Mordecai to:

“Write also for the Jews, as you like, in the kimgiame, and seal it
with the king’s ring: for the writing which is wtén in the king’s

name, and sealed with the king’s ring, may no nesense.” (Esther
8:3)

But already were the letters out in the king’s naaral sealed with
the king’s ring, commanding that all the Jews stdug destroyed.
This could not be reversed by writing letters sgyihat the Jews
should not be destroyed, or forbid ding anybodgttack them.

Instead, letters were written to all the officialsd all the people in
all provinces of the empire, granting to the Jewisright and power
to defend themselves against all who should atfaein.

This being published everywhere, and the favorhef king thus
known toward the Jews, plainly it could be only thest desperate
and murderous characters that would attempt touteethe first
decree; and if, in so doing, they should fall, ibuMd be only a
benefit to the empire and to mankind.

“And Mordecai went out from the presence of thegkin royal
apparel of blue and white, and with a great crofgadd, and with
a garment of fine linen and purple: and the citysbfishan rejoiced
and was glad. The Jews had light, and gladnessjogndnd honor.
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And in every province, and in every city, whereube king’'s
commandment and his decree came, the Jews haadgogladness,
a feast and a good day. And many of the peopleeofand became
Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.1l(Es8:15- 17)

These letters were sent out on the twenty-third dayhe third
month. Thus there were yet nearly nine months bedfoe day fixed
in Haman’s decree for the massacre.

And when that day came, there were found in alispafrthe empire
the number of seventy-five thousand who were sansiiteir hatred
of the Jews as to attack them under Haman’s deBrée.

“...all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieatets, and the
deputies, and officers of the king, helped the Jéagsause the fear
of Mordecai fell upon them.” (Esther 9:3)

Among those who attacked the Jews were the tenadddaman the
Agagite. These were all slain; the last remnanthef race of the
Amalekites. And so ended the war of Amalek agadinsthand that
IS upon the throne of the Lord. And so also endatht8s master-
stroke against the cause, and work, and people@dfitthe earth.
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Chapter 9

The Second Return

From the time of Satan’s master-stroke by HamanAhealekite
against the people and the work of God in the eantko the next
recorded event in their history, was fifteen yedirsm the twelfth
year of Xerxes to the seventh year of Artaxerxesdimanus,
(Esther 3:17; Ezra 7:1-7).

Yet it must not be supposed that in all these y&atan had been
idle or had in any wise slacked his efforts; heyotlhanged his
tactics, and plied his efforts in another and mosdious way. He
insinuated himself, his spirit, and his ways, itite individual life of

the Jews in Palestine.

When the people of Israel came up first from thetigday, the
Samaritans and other people of the land souglanal with them.
By the faithfulness of Zerubbabel and Joshua,ghaosed alliance
was rejected and prevented. By the faithfulnesshefe devoted
men, and by their noble example, the people werkl e
faithfulness and devotion to God, and so to thect&n of all form
of alliance with the mixed peoples around them.

But when these devoted men had passed away, they ma
succeeded by men of equal devotion. As a consequdecpeople,
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not having before them a good example in the merchief

responsibility, drifted into looseness of life: tf#ulness and
integrity were forgotten; and the alliance whicle tmixed peoples
sought with them was secured, and by that Satanngashed his
purpose of putting a stop to the work of God in tabuilding of

Jerusalem.

The alliance of the mixed peoples with Israel wasoanplished by
the new leaders in Israel forgetting their intggriand true
responsibility, and intermarrying with the mixedopés around
them.

“...The people of Israel, and the priests, andlibetes, have not
separated themselves from the people of the latuisg according
to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, Hiitétes, the

Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Mespbithe
Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have takethef daughters
for themselves, and for their sons: so that they le@ed have
mingled themselves with the people of those lagyda; the hand of
the princes and rulers hath been chief in thigpass.” (Ezra 9:1-2)

As a natural and very easy consequence the wark bfiilding the
city, the streets, and the walls of Jerusalem weglected, and
finally was left off entirely, and even the templeat had been built
and dedicated was neglected, and allowed to falldecay.
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But thank the Lord, in captivity down in Babylonetle were yet
some faithful ones whose hearts were seeking thefdhe Lord to
do it. Of these Ezra was the chief; for

“Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law oLtnd to do it, and
to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.” (Ez)7

This right spirit and true example drew othershe tight way; and
in the seventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, Bl&Y7, a decree
was issued by that king of Persia in favor of Eanal whosoever
was minded to go with him, for the building of toky and wall of
Jerusalem, and the repair of the house of Godcantimanding all
the people beyond the Euphrates to pay toll, tepahd custom for
the work of the Lord in Jerusalem. This decreesiorded in Ezra
7:12-26.

In gratitude for this blessed favor, Ezra wrote:

“Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, which paissuch a thing
as this in the king’s heart, to beautify the hookte Lord which is
in Jerusalem: and has extended mercy unto me b#ferking, and
his counselors, and before all the king’'s mightywees. And | was
strengthened as the hand of the Lord my God was up® and |
gathered together out of Israel chief men to gomith me.” (Ezra
7:27-28)
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The number of those who went up from Babylon wittraEwas
about six thousand, as enumerated in the ScriptOreshe first day
of the first month in the year 457 B.C., they sdrfrom Babylon.

When they had reached the river of Ahava, abouaydasdourney

from Babylon, Ezra reviewed the people, and foumat tn all the

company there was not a single Levite. As the leswtere essential
to the ministry of the house of God when they stotgach

Jerusalem. Ezra was obliged to send messengersd#uok Jewish
colony at Babylon to find some Levites who woulansowith them

to Jerusalem. In response to Ezra’s call, thereedara hundred and
fifty-eight men. When those had arrived, “thenys&zra,

“Then | proclaimed a fast there, at the river ofa&h, that we might
afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of himght way for us,

and for our little ones, and for all our substartéa. | was ashamed
to require of the king a band of soldiers and hmese to help us
against the enemy in the way: because we had spokerthe king,

saying, The hand of our God is upon all them foodythat seek
him; but his power and his wrath is against allnthihnat forsake

him. So we fasted and besought our God for thisgl bhe was

entreated of us.” (Ezra 8:21-23)

This reviewing of the people, the sending back &byBon for the

Levites, and the time of fasting and prayer, ocedpeleven days.
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Then we departed from the river of Ahava on thdftivelay of the
first month, to go unto Jerusalem: and the harmoboiGod was upon
us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enamy,of such as
lay in wait by the way. (Ezra 8:31)

And “on the first day of the fifth month” they arad safely at
Jerusalem, “according to the good hand of God” upe@m. On the
fourth day after their arrival at Jerusalem, thielgond silver and the
vessels for the house of God which they had broaghofferings,
were weighed into the house of God and enteredriting; they

offered burnt-offerings according to the twelvéd&s of Israel;

“And they delivered the king’s commissions unto tkeng's
lieutenants, and to the governors on this sideritver; and they
furthered the people, and the house of God.” (BZ36)

The temple was immediately repaired, and beaufifead caused
once more to stand worthy of the divine purposevkach it was
devoted, and to which it had been dedicated.

“...And they built, and finished it, according teetcommandment of
the God of Israel, and according to the commandme@lyrus, and
Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.” (Ezra 6:14)

This work of repairing and building the temple go@d about eight
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months. When that work was all done, and Ezra tlime attention
to restoring and organizing the full wor ship amdvece of God in
the temple, there was made the dis covery of theeanmarriages
and other abominations into which had entered #@vesJvho had
first returned from Babylon.

The princes who had come with Ezra, and who wesahkisistants,
discovered this deplorable condition, and camezta Esaying:

“...The people of Israel, and the priests, andlibetes, have not
separated themselves from the people of the latuisg according
to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, Hiitétes, the

Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Mesbithe

Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have taketh@f daughters
for themselves, and for their sons: so that they le@ed have
mingled themselves with the people of those lagyda; the hand of
the princes and rulers has been chief in this &&sp (Ezra 9:1-2)

This was so fully true that no fewer than four lbé tvery sons of
Joshua the son of Jozadak “had taken strange Wwiisen the full
truth of the dismal situation burst upon the deeddEzra, he was so
overcome that he was utterly speechless all thaireng part of the
day.

“When | heard this thing, | rent my garment and mgntle, and

plucked off the hair of my head and of my beardd aat down
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astonished [like stone, petrified]. Then were assech unto me

every one that trembled at the words of the Godrakel, because of
the transgression of those that had been carriegy;aand | sat
astonished until the evening sacrifice. And atdkiening sacrifice |
arose up from my heaviness; and having rent my garrand my

mantle, | fell upon my knees, and spread out mydeamto the
Lord my God, And said: O my God, | am ashamed dadhbto lift

up my face to you, my God: for our iniquities amereased over our
head, and our trespass is grown up unto the hea8erm=s the days
of our fathers have we been in a great trespassthist day; and for
our iniquities have we, our kings, and our priesésen delivered
into the hand of the kings of the lands, to thersiwto captivity, and
to a spoil, and to confusion of face, as it is thay. And now for a
little space grace has been shown from the LordGmdt, to leave us
a remnant to escape, and to give us a nail indlis flace, that our
God may lighten our eyes, and give us a little vieng in our

bondage. For we were bondmen; yet our God hasongdken us in
our bondage, but has extended mercy unto us irsitiiég of the

kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to sethupliouse of our God,
and to repair the desolations thereof, and to gava wall in Judah
and in Jerusalem. And now, Oh our God, what shallsay after
this? for we have forsaken your commandments, Whailn have

commanded by your servants the prophets, saying,|dind, unto
which you go to possess it, is an unclean land thghfilthiness of
the people of the lands, with their abominationiiciv have filled it

from one end to another with their uncleanness. hwwefore give
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not your daughters unto their sons, neither take thaughters unto
your sons, nor seek their peace or their wealtlever: that you may
be strong, and eat the good of the land, and leaver an
inheritance to your children for ever. And aftdrthht is come upon
us for our evil deeds, and for our great trespsesing that you our
God have punished us less than our iniquities gtesend have
given us such deliverance as this; Should we agagak your
commandments, and join in affinity with the peopé these
abominations? Wouldn't you be angry with us till uychad
consumed us, so that there should be no remnanéstaping? O
Lord God of Israel, you are righteous: for we reamget escaped, as
it is this day: behold, we are before you in o@spasses: for we
cannot stand before you because of this. (Ezrd 9)3-

“Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he had cordesseeping
and casting himself down before the house of Goaletassembled
unto him out of Israel a very great congregatiomeh and women
and children: for the people wept very sore.” (Eldal)

Then spoke one for all,

“...We have trespassed against our God, and hden tatrange
wives of the people of the land: yet now there opd in Israel
concerning this thing. Now therefore let us makeoaenant with
our God to put away all the wives, and such asbara of them,

according to the counsel of my lord, and of thdsd tremble at the
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commandment of our God; and let it be done accgrtbhnthe law.
Arise: for this matter belongs unto you: we alst i@ with you: be
of good courage, and do it.” (Ezra 10:2-4)

This proposal was accepted by all. Then Ezra anpsEom before
the house of God, and went into one of the chambletise priests,
but.

“...he did eat no bread, nor drink water; for heunmed because of
the transgression of them that had been carrieg.a(zra 10:6)

Then a call was sent throughout Jerusalem andhalland, that all
should assemble at Jerusalem;

“...and that whosoever would not come within thdess, according
to the counsel of the princes and the elders,islshbstance should
be forfeited, and himself separated from the cayapien.” (Ezra
10:8)

Within the three days all were assembled in Jeensal
“...It was the ninth month, on the twentieth daytted month; and all
the people sat in the street of the house of Gethldling because of

this matter, and for the great rain.” (Ezra 10:9)

Ezra addressed them:
83



“...You have transgressed, and have taken strangeswo increase
the trespass of Israel. Now therefore make cordeasnto the Lord
God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and sépafourselves
from the people of the land, and from the strangeesv’ (Ezra
10:10-11)

The people answered,

“...As you have said, so must we do.” (Ezra 10:12)

But since the people were many, and it was a tihmeuzh rain, and
they were not able to stand without, neither was th

“...a work of one day or two; for we are many thave transgressed
in this thing,” (Ezra 10:13)

...they advised that portions of the people conspeetively at
appointed times, until all who were in the transgs®mn had cleared
themselves. This suggestion was adopted. And mhe tequired to
accomplish the work was two whole months--from fingt day of
the tenth month until the first day of the first mblo.

By this record there is made plain at least ong waportant lesson.
Looseness in the individual life of the people a@d3jives to Satan

advantage and victory over the people and cau§®df which it is
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impossible for him, by any possible power or maahon, to gain,
while they maintain integrity and true devotionGod.

In the day of the false Smerdis, all that Satanpassession of
imperial power, could do against the work and peayl God was,
in reality, to produce a condition which only theona helped it
forward.

In the day of Haman the Amalekite, all that Satarpossession of
the very supremacy of worldly power, could do agathe work and
people of God, was only to demonstrate the absohpetence of it

all. And all this, simply because the people of Gate walking in

singleness of heart before Him, in true faith amdgrity.

But when they neglected all this, and so gave placga- tan in the
individual life, then Satan gained the victory fwhich he had so
long striven, and which, with all the power of &ain his hands, he
had utterly failed to gain.

Individual faithfulness is the victory of the peeplof God,;

individual unfaithfulness is the victory of Satawveo the people of
God.
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Chapter 10
The Third Return

From the time of the arrival of Ezra at Jerusalemd ahis
reformatory work done there, as recorded in Ezraptdrs 7-10,
unto the next recorded event in the history--Neladéml:1--was
thirteen years; from the seventh year of Artaxeixesgimanus to
the twentieth year of the same king.

It seems that the efforts of Ezra were confinedntoral and
ecclesiastical reforms; and that in all these dleint years nothing
was done toward rebuilding the wall and city ofudatem; for it
was the news that the place was still a ruin thatd up Nehemiah
with the determination to go himself to Jerusal&she wrote:

“It came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the tweghtyear, as | was
in Shushan the palace, That Hanani, one of my tmetlcame, he
and certain men of Judah; and | asked them comgpethe Jews that
had escaped, which were left of the captivity, amwhcerning
Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The remnantateateft of the
captivity there in the province are in great affba and reproach:
the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, andgtites thereof are
burned with fire. And it came to pass, when | hdhetse words, that
| sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, fastd, and
prayed before the God of heaven, And said: | bésgea, O Lord
God of heaven, the great and terrible God, thap&e®venant and
mercy for them that love Him and observe His comanaents: Let
Your ear now be attentive, and Your eyes open, Yloat may hear
the prayer of your servant, which | pray before Ywmw, day and
night, for the children of Israel your servantsg @onfess the sins of
the children of Israel, which we have sinned agams: both | and
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my father’'s house have sinned. We have dealt vamyptly against
you, and have not kept the commandments, nor #tatss, nor the
judgments, which you commanded Your servant Md3esember,
| beseech You, the word that You commanded YouwrasgrMoses,
saying, If you transgress, | will scatter you alro@mong the
nations: But if you turn unto Me, and keep My comich@ents, and
do them; though there were of you cast out untouttermost part
of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thenaed will bring
them unto the place that | have chosen to set Myenthere. Now
these are Your servants and Your people, whom Yve hedeemed
by Your great power, and by Your strong hand. OdlL.drbeseech
You, let now Your ear be attentive to the prayerYolur servant,
and to the prayer of Your servants, who desiresty fYour name:
and prosper, | pray You, Your servant this day, graht him mercy
in the sight of this man. For | was the king’s ceater.” (Nehemiah
1:1-11)

Nehemiah Permitted to Go

Nehemiah was cupbearer to king Artaxerxes Longirmaamd at
this time was with the king in the royal palaceésmsa, the capital of
the province of Elam.

He spent about four months--from the month Chiske, ninth
month, till “in the month Nisan,” the first montim- praying, and
fasting, and mourning, before he received openemad of mercy
and favor “in the sight of this man,” the king Axtaxes
Longimanus.

By this time his true sorrow for the desolationslefusalem and the
consequent retarding of the work of God, so showgedf upon him
that it could be noticed. And as he fulfilled hifice of cupbearer to
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the king, and “took up the wine, and gave it urite king,” his
sadness was noticed by the king.

Then the king asked him,

“...Why is your countenance sad, seeing you aresiott? This is
nothing but sorrow of heart.” (Nehemiah 2:2)

Nehemiah answered,

“...Let the king live forever: why should not mywtenance be sad,
when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchées, waste, and
the gates thereof are consumed with fire?” (Nehlkrid)

Then said the king,

“...For what do you make request?...” (Nehemial) 2:4

And Nehemiah, standing in the presence of the lang, in the very
act of bearing the cup to the king--even standiegd,

“...prayed to the God of heaven.” (Nehemiah 2:4)
And having darted up his prayer to God, he saitiedking,

“...If it please the king, and if your servant hdeend favor in your
sight, that you would send me unto Judah, untodhe of my
fathers’ sepulchers, that | may build it. And thedksaid (the queen
also sitting by him), For how long shall your joaynbe? and when
will you return? So it pleased the king to send ar&d | set him a
time.” (Nehemiah 2:5-6)
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The Royal Grants

“Moreover | said unto the king, If it please thendy let letters be
given me to the governors beyond the river, thay ttnay convey
me over till | come into Judah; And a letter unteafah the keeper of
the king’s forest, that he may give me timber tkkenbeams for the
gates of the palace which appertained to the h@mskfor the wall
of the city, and for the house that | shall entéon.i And the king
granted me, according to the good hand of my Goohume.”
(Nehemiah 2:7-8)

Yet more than this, the king appointed Nehemiahegoar of the
province of Judah; and sent with him captains andps of the
imperial army to escort him to Jerusalem.

The Samaritans were still as envious, and as mpplesed to the
work of God in Jerusalem as at the first returmfrtihe captivity.
The principal men of the Samaritans now were Séaabdhe
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite, and Geshem or Gaslihai
Arabian. When these men heart that Nehemiah thehdelncome,
with the commission, the honor, and the supporthef king of
Persia, they were greatly perplexed;

“...it grieved them exceedingly that there was camman to seek
the welfare of the children of Israel.” (Nehemiah®

When Nehemiah had come to Jerusalem, and had hepn three

days, he spent a night in viewing the conditiomwi in which the

city still lay. Then he had the priests, and thbles, and the rulers,
and others, assemble; and to them he said,
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“You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusaksnwvaste, and
the gates are burned with fire; come, and let ulsl by the wall of
Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.” (Neletiy)

He also told them of the hand of God that was ggoah him; and
also of the words which Artaxerxes had spoken to. And they
answered heatrtily,

“...Let us rise up and build. So they strengthetinedr hands for this
good work.” (Nehemiah 2:18)

The “Troubles Times”

As soon as Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem lisstrthe Jews
had begun again to build, they laughed them torns@md despised
them, and said,

“What is this thing that you do? Will you rebel aus the king?”
(Nehemiah 2:19)

And Nehemiah answered as did Zerubbabel and Jashtlmee first
restoration:

“...The God of heaven, He will prosper us; therefame His servants
will arise and build; but you have no portion, noght, nor
memorial, in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 2:20)

The people were divided into forty-two companieshede
companies were distributed round the city the wheitegyth of the
compass of the wall, each company to build a porabthe wall.
The work was entered upon so heartily that evermtbmen were
engaged, though certain of the nobles of the Tegoit
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“...put not their necks to the work of their LordNehemiah 3:5)

When Sanballat heard that the work of buildingwlad went busily
on,

“...he was wroth, and took great indignation, anacked the Jews.
And he spoke before his brethren and the army ofa$ia, and said,
What do these feeble Jews? Will they fortify thelwmss? Will they
sacrifice? Will they make an end in a day? Will thevive the
stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which arendual?”
(Nehemiah 4:1-2)

Tobiah the Ammonite was standing by when Sanbatetpped
forth these ironical inquiries, and Tobiah answearekind:

“Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he Bheven break
down their stone wall.” (Nehemiah 4:3)

But the work went on so prosperously that soormthele wall was
built and was joined together, to half the heightouvhich it was to
be built.

Sanballat and his Samaritans, finding that thewgpostications
were a mistake, and that a good solid wall wasadigtgoing up,

“...were very wroth, and conspired all of them tibge to come and
to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. Néhedess we made
our prayer unto our God, and set a watch agaireanhtday and
night, because of them.” (Nehemiah 4:7-9)

The courage of some began to wane, and they said,
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“The strength of the bearers of burdens is decaged, there is
much rubbish; so that we are not able to buildwh#.” (Nehemiah
4:10)

And the adversaries, the Samaritans, said,

“They shall not know, neither see, till we comethie midst among
them, and slay them, and cause the work to ce@deliemiah 4:11)

And even among the Jews in the country there wempathizers
with the Samaritans. These came ten times to Netemnd the
workers on the wall, with the evil advice,

“From all places you must return to us, for thdye[tSamaritans]
will be upon you.” (Nehemiah 4:12)

Since a surprise by secret and sudden attack wagptanned by the
Samaritans, Nehemiah armed all the people, men, enprand
children, with swords, and spears, and bows, aoddstonstantly
on such watchfulness that the enemies found theit ot was
known, and they could not execute their plannegdrsae, and that

“...God had brought their counsel to naught.” (Nalah 4:15)

Being thus delivered from the immediate danger, teople
returned all of them

“...to the wall, every one unto his work.” (Nehemié&15)

And from that time forth, half of the governor’'s perial guard
wrought in the work, and the other half held theap, shields,
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bows, and breastplates of both. And of those whih ba the wall,
and carried the material,

“...every one with one of his hands wrought in therk, and with
the other hand held a weapon.” (Nehemiah 4:17)

And the builders

“...everyone had his sword girded by his side, auad built.”
(Nehemiah 4:18)

Nehemiah had the trumpeter stand constantly byides, to sound
the alarm; and he said to all the people:

“...The work is great and large, and we are sepdrapon the wall,
one far from another. In what place therefore yeartthe sound of
the trumpet, resort you thither unto us: our Gaalldight for us. So

we labored in the work: and half of them held tpeas from the
rising of the morning till the stars appeared. Wise at the same
time said | unto the people, Let everyone with $esvant lodge
within Jerusalem, that in the night they may beuard to us, and
labor on the day. So neither |, nor my brethrem,mg servants, nor
the men of the guard which followed me, none ofpus off our

clothes, saving that everyone put them off for vireggh (Nehemiah

4:19-23)

Thus the work of building the city and the wall westeadily
onward, though truly, as the angel had said to &arfieven in
troublous times.”
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Chapter 11
The Fear of God against Unbrotherliness

The time spent in the building of the wall of Jelesn after the
coming of Nehemiah, noted in the preceding studs ®o far only
about a month. Nehemiah’s attention had been sageagin the
work of pushing forward the work on the wall, amdwarding off
the schemes of the enemies, that he had not hadotimpportunity
to look into the individual and social conduct asawhdition of the
people. And now there came to his knowledge thaichviwas
almost as surprising to him as was to Ezra the kedyge of the
mixed marriages.

In the thirteen years that had elapsed betweertdheng of Ezra
and that of Nehemiah to Jerusalem, though the advihe mixed
marriages had been largely corrected, other wrongveeakening
things had been indulged. And Nehemiah was suprase greatly
offended by

“...a great cry of the people and of their wiveaiagt their brethren
the Jews. For there were that said, we, our santkpar daughters,
are many; therefore we take up corn for them, wWweaimay eat and
live.” (Nehemiah 5:1-2)

That is, they had put to pledge the honor of tlekitdren, for the
grain which, in food, they and their children maat.

“Some also there were that said, we have mortgamgedlands,
vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, usxaf the
dearth. There were also that said, we have borronaaky for the
king’s tribute [the State taxes], and that upon damds and
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vineyards. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of bwgthren, our
children as their children: and, lo, we bring iftondage our sons
and our daughters to be servants, and [some] oflaughters are
brought unto bondage [already]: neither [is it] oor power [to
redeem them]; for other men have our lands and yanus.”
(Nehemiah 5:3-5)

Thus on the part of many there was the spirit amactiwe of
speculating on the necessities of their brethrentHis money was
not simply loaned, but loaned at interest and profiis spirit, in the
nature of things, only increased the natural deiess of the heart,
and cultivated hardness and oppressiveness ofdortadhbrother. It
really destroyed all true brotherliness, and supmpld it with the
spirit of sordid gain; the whole thought became not

“How can | do most to help my brother?”

but,

“How can | make most off of him?”

Not,

“What can | do most to help him?”

but,

“What can | do most to help myself through his rssgees?”

For these reasons, what they were doing was plé&mbhidden by
the Lord; and in it all they were going directlyntary to the
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Scriptures which they professed to obey. In the d\adrthe Lord it
was plainly written to all:

“If your brother be waxen poor, and fallen in de®gith you, then
you shall relieve him; yea, though he be a strgngea sojourner;
that he may live with you. Take you no money [1] o, for

increase; but fear your God; that your brother nmasy with you.”

(Leviticus 25:35-36)

“You shall not give him your money upon money, m@nd him
your victuals for increase. | am the Lord your Guadhich brought
you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you taed of Canaan,
and to be your God. And if your brother that dwdds you be
waxen poor, and be sold unto you, you shall not p=inmim to
serve as a bondservant; But as a hired servangasadojourner, he
shall be with you.” (Leviticus 25:37- 40)

“You shall not lend upon usury to your brother, nysof money,
usury of victuals, usury of anything that is leqon usury. Unto a
stranger you may lend upon usury; but unto youthaioyou shall
not lend upon usury; that the Lord your God mays®lgou in all
that you set your hand to in the land where youaypossess it.”
(Deuteronomy 23:19-20)

“If you lend money to any of my people that is pdyr you, you
shall not be to him as a usurer, neither shall {@yuupon him
usury.” (Exodus 22:25)

“Lord, who shall abide in Your tabernacle? Who kHQalell in Your
holy hill? He that walks uprightly, and works rigbusness, and
speaks the truth in his heart. He that puts noh@umoney to usury,
nor takes reward against the innocent.” (Psalm-259)
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“If a man be just, and do that which is lawful aimght, And has not
oppressed any, but has restored to the debtolddge, has spoiled
none by violence, has given his bread to the hyragrgt has covered
the naked with a garment; He that has not givethfapon usury,

neither has taken any increase, that has withdiagrhand from

iniquity, has executed true judgment between mash man, Has

walked in My statutes, and has kept My judgmemtsidal truly; he

IS just, he shall surely live, says the Lord.” (Kieé€18:5, 7-9)

And among the “abominations” that had destroyece “tlloody
city,” Jerusalem, and taken the people captiveabyi®n, was this:

“...In you have they taken gifts to shed blood; y@mve taken usury
and increase, and you have greedily gained of ya&ighbors by
extortion, and have forgotten Me, says the LorBZdkiel 22:2,12)

All this was written in the Scriptures which thesery people
professed to believe, and in which they even bdasted yet they
disregarded it all, and made the poverty and néges$ their
brethren only opportunity for traffic in loaning mey and victuals
for usury and increase! No wonder that the rightedlehemiah
declares,

“I was very angry when | heard their cry and theseds. Then |
consulted with myself, and | rebuked the noblesl @we rulers, and
said unto them, You exact usury, every one of hishier. And | set
a great assembly against them. And | said unto themafter our
ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, wiwere sold unto
the heathen; and will you even sell your brethr@n%hall they be
sold unto us? Then held they their peace, and fawrtding to
answer. Also | said, it is not good that you dogloiuyou not to walk
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in the fear of our God because of the reproachhefhteathen our
enemies? | likewise, and my brethren, and my sésyamght exact
of them money and corn: | pray you, let us leavetim usury.

Restore, | pray you, to them, even this day, thends, their

vineyards, their olive-yards, and their housesp dl& hundredth
part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, drldil, that you

exact of them. Then said they, we will restore thand will require

nothing of them; so will we do as you say. Themlled the priests,
and took an oath of them, that they should do alegrto this

promise. Also | shook my lap, and said, So God shalit every
man from his house, and from his labor, that pemfomot this

promise, even thus be he shaken out, and emptiad. &l the

congregation said, Amen, and praised the Lord. #hedpeople did
according to this promise. (Nehemiah 5:6-13)

Nehemiah could safely and consistently appeal tah&l people
upon this issue; for, though he was an exceedingly man, and
had the best of opportunities to lend money aitfttigrest, and make
gain of the people, he not only did nothing of tkied as a
speculator, but he did not use nor even collecttwias his due as
governor.

For twelve years he supported himself and his wholgsehold and
retinue as governor, also a hundred and fifty Jeand rulers,
besides others, at his own expense from his owsopaf funds.
And he says:

“From the time that | was appointed to be theirggowor in the land
of Judah, from the twentieth year even unto the &md thirtieth
year of Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve ye&m@nd my brethren
have not eaten the bread of the governor. Butdhadr governors
that had been before me were chargeable unto thelegeand had
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taken of them bread and wine, beside forty she&tlsilver; yea,

even their servants bare rule over the people:soudid not I,

because of the fear of God. Yea, also | continneitié work of this

wall, neither bought we any land: and all my setsamere gathered
there unto the work. Moreover there were at myeahundred and
fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside those thatecamto us from
among the heathen that are about us. Now that whashprepared
for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep; &sds were

prepared for me, and once in ten days store foats of wine: yet
for all this required not | the bread of the gowsrnbecause the
bondage was heavy upon this people.” (Nehemiah-£8)4

With such an example as this of mercy and brotharg ness ever
before them, those who had been trading upon tmeldgye and
necessities of the people were enabled to keep fih&mnise to quit
it all, and to deal with their brethren as thougbyt were brethren
indeed. This reform was a success.

Nehemiah, because of the fear of God, had from heart
manifested the very spirit and essence of the dipnmnciple.

“All things whatsoever you would that men should tdoyou, do
you even so to them.” (Matthew 7:12)

Also in the same fear of God he could pray,

“Think upon me, my God, for good, according to @lat | have
done for this people.” (Nehemiah 5:19)

And that prayer will certainly be answered, becaiisis also a
divine principle that
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“...with what measure you mete, it shall be meastoeyou again.”
(Matthew 7:2)

And now, as then, let all the people say, “Amen.”
Note:

1. Usury: From Latin nias--to use. A premium pand stipulated to
be paid, for the use of money; interest--The pcactf taking
interest. (Webster)

Usury: Originally, any premium paid, or stipulatex be paid, for
the use of money; interest. The practice of lendnagey at interest,
or of taking interest for money lent. (Century)

Usury: A using; benefit interest. Now usually extaht interests, in
the A. V. [the Bible] interest of money at any ratsmith,
Dictionary of the Bible)

Usury: Is used in the Old-English sense of inteflest money
loaned, and not necessarily in the odious and Rggnfication, an
unlawful contract for the loan of money. (McClinkband Strong,
Biblical Cyclopedia)

Usury: The practice of requiring, in repayment obrmay lent
anything more than the amount lent, was formerbught to be a
great moral wrong; and the greater, the more weantal/American
Cyclopedia)

“Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother, rysof money,
usury of victuals, usury of anything that is leqon usury. Unto a
stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but untohitother thou
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shalt not lend upon usury; that the Lord thy Godyrakess thee.”
Deut. 23:19, 20. In this sentence we find interetall kinds
blended together, and the natural economic tendgndirectly

counteracted by the moral and religious law. (Ehapedia
Britannica)
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Chapter 12
The Wall Finished, the Temple Service Restored

At last the wall of Jerusalem was finished. Sogéihtly had the
work been pursued, that the wall was finishedfig-two days from

the day that Nehemiah began the work. Howeverg#tes were not
yet set up. But even though the wall was finishbeé, “troublous

times” did not cease; for says Nehemiah:

“When Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Aralaiaah the rest
of our enemies, heard that | had built the walf #rat there was no
breach left therein;. Sanballat and Geshem serd o, saying:
Come, let us meet together in some on of the \ekag the plan of
Ono.” (Nehemiah 6:1-2)

This was a part of a plan of theirs and of the evamtiversary, to get
Nehemiah into their power, and to slay him, andhtb@use to cease
the work of building the city. But Nehemiah knevattthe work in
which he was engaged was one in which those meld ¢t@ve no
part nor lot, nor any true interest, and to theeektof a parley;
therefore he

“...sent messengers unto then, saying, | am doiggeat work, so
that | cannot come down; why should the work ceasele | leave
it, and come down to you?” (Nehemiah 6:3)

Yet they were so persistent that they sent to Nélerfiour times

after this sort,” and every time he “answered thegter the same
manner” (vs. 5). And even yet they did not cease.
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In encouragements to the people in the work of taatoration of
the city and people of God, Nehemiah, with hishfailt fellow
laborers, constantly cited the promises of God thatMessiah, the
Son of David, the official King of Judah, would cenHe assured
them that the work which was then being done, &edtimme upon
which they were engaged, would end only in the ognof the
Messiah, the rightful King.

Rumors of this constantly reached the adversatines Samaritans.
Their dull minds could frame only the conceptioraafearthly king;
only Nehemiah himself could be such king; this doalean only
rebellion as soon as the city should be finishieedfore Nehemiah
could be working so diligently only for his own aggdizement.

“Accordingly Sanballat sent his servant even tHth flime: [this

time] with an open letter in his hand; Wherein wastten: It is

reported among the heathen, and Gashmu says tityaghaand the
Jews think to rebel: for which cause you built wedl, that you may
be their king, according to these words. And yowehalso

appointed prophets to preach of you at Jerusalaymg, There is a
king in Judah: and now shall it be reported tokimg according to
these words. Come now therefore, and let us takessd together.”
(Nehemiah 6:5-7)

The Worst Trouble of All
Nehemiah answered truly,

“There are no such things done as you say, butfgiom them out
of your own heart.” (Nehemiah 6:8)

And of them he says,
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“For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hanusllsbe weakened
from the work, that it be not done.” (Nehemiah 6:9)

And against all he appealed to God,
“...Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.”"H{&miah 6:9)

Yet the worst feature of the situation was not Hokeming of
Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem; it was theotaais fellowship
of Jews in Jerusalem who in heart were united B#iballat, and
Tobiah, and Geshem, and constantly played into thands and
aided their schemes. When the trick of Sanballad, Bobiah, and
Geshem to get Nehemiah into their power outside dhe had

failed, these false brethren attempted to makedtia¢me effective
inside the city. So as Nehemiah came one day tohthese of
Shemaiah, the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetalbd® was shut
up, Shemaiah said to him,

“...Let us meet together in the house of God, wwitthie temple, and
let us shut the doors of the temple; for they wilme to slay you;
yea, in the night will they come to slay you.” (Mahiah 6:10)

But, said noble Nehemiah,

“Should such a man as | flee? and who is therd, beng as | am,
would go into the temple to save his life? | wilbthgo in.”
(Nehemiah 6:11)

Yet more, and the worst, was to come. Here iseherd:
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“And, lo, | perceived that God had not sent him;t bbat he
pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah Sawballat had
hired him. Therefore was he hired, that | shouléfaid, and do so,
and sin, and that they might have matter for ahreyiort, that they
might reproach me. My God, think you upon Tobiald &anballat
according to these their works, and on the propisetadiah, and
the rest of the prophets, that would have put miean... Moreover
in those days the nobles of Judah sent many lettéos Tobiah, and
the letters of Tobiah came unto them. For thereevmeainy in Judah
sworn unto him, because he [Tobiah] was the sorawm of
Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son Johanantdkah the
daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. Alsgytteported his
good deeds before me, and uttered my words to Amd. Tobiah
sent letters to put me in fear.” (Nehemiah 6:12:7419)

Yet, for all this, there was no halt in the worlkhelgates were set
up, and thus the wall was finished in all its pasnpletely round
the city.

And

“When all our enemies heard thereof, and all thathen that were
about us saw these things, they were much cast dowhreir own
eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrougihour God.”
(Nehemiah 6:16)

As the danger from the enemies was still great, eNeah
commanded,

“Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened untiktirebe hot; and
while they stand by, let them shut the doors, aad them: and
appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalereryewe in his
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watch, and every one to be over against his hduse. the city was
large and great: but the people were few theram, the houses
were not built.” (Nehemiah 7:3-4)

Restoring the Worship

Being able thus to dwell in comparative safety, résoration of the
worship of God according to the Scriptures was esystically
entered upon. On the first day of the seventh month

“...all the people gathered themselves togethemasman, into the
street that was before the water gate, and thelyespato Ezra the
scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, whitie Lord
commanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brougihtatv before the
congregation both of men and women, and all thatachear with
understanding, upon the first day of the seventhntmtnl And he
read therein before the street that was beforevéter gate from the
morning until midday, before the men and the wonaeng those
that could understand; and the ears of all the lpewpre attentive
unto the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe stopdn a pulpit of
wood, which they had made for the purpose. And Epened the
book in the sight of all the people; (for he was\aball the people;)
and when he opened it, all the people stood up:Bard blessed the
Lord, the great God. And all the people answereaheA Amen,
with lifting up their hands: and they bowed theieads, and
worshiped the Lord with their faces to the groun@gN&hemiah 8:1-
6)

Certain chosen ones.

“...caused the people to understand the law; amgédople stood in
their place. So they read in the book in the lawGald distinctly,
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and gave the sense, and caused them to understan@ading.”
(Nehemiah 8:7-8)

This was so especially necessary, because,--owirtget scattered
condition of the people in the captivity, and esakdc owing to the
mixed marriages in which the people had indulgetcesitheir
return--the language of the people had so changat many of
them could not well understand the pure Hebrew Mmmclv the
Scriptures were written, and now read by Ezra.

And when they did understand the reading, as nostindtly
presented to them in its plain sense, it presebefdre them a
manner of life so distinct from that which they Haeken living, so
much purer and more elevated and noble, thatl‘thalpeople wept
when they heard the words of the law.” (Nehemi&) 8:

But Nehemiah and Ezra and the interpreters condodk the
people, saying,

“This day is holy unto the Lord your God; mourn jnobr weep.
...Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweetl| send portions
unto them for whom nothing is prepared; for thiy @& holy unto
our Lord. Neither be you sorry; for the joy of therd is your
strength. ...Hold your peace, for the day is halgjther be you
grieved. And all the people went their way to eaugl to drink, and
to send portions, and to make great mirth, becabhsy had
understood the words that were declared unto théhehemiah
8:9)
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The Feast of Tabernacles

On the second day, as they were all gathered toethding, it was
also the second day of the seventh month, in timBopothat was
read was what is now Leviticus 23. In this theyndouhat it was
commanded

“...that the children of Israel should dwell in o® in the feast of
the seventh month; And that they should publish @modlaim in all

their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go fortio the mount, and
fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and mprd@ches, and
palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to rbakéhs, as it is
written.” (Nehemiah 8:14-15)

This had stood in the book all the ages since thieren of Israel
had been in the wilderness, after their comingobligypt; yet

“...since the days of Joshua the son of Nun urdbday had not the
children of Israel done so.” (Nehemiah 8:17)

Nevertheless as soon as it was now read, the pesdesed it as it
is the word of God, and promptly went forth, andught the
branches,

“...and made themselves booths, every one upormnrdbk of his
house, and in their courts, and in the courts efthuse of God, and
in the street of the water gate, and in the stodethe gate of
Ephraim. And all the congregation of them that wasme again out
of the captivity made booths, and sat under thehsoAnd there
was very great gladness.” (Nehemiah 8:17)
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When the booths were prepared, and the people dnvétiem, on
the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles the repdf the Scriptures
was taken up again, and was continued day by dayghout the
whole seven days of the feast. And on the eighth the twenty-
third day of the seventh month,

“..was a solemn assembly according to the mann®&€hemiah
8:17)

And on the twenty-fourth day of this same monthkeple

“...assembled with fasting, and with sack-clothasd earth upon
them. And the seed of Israel separated themseloesdll strangers,
and stood and confessed their sins, and the iregquof their fathers.
And they stood up in their place, and read in thekiof the law of
the Lord their God one fourth part of the day; ambther fourth
part they confessed, and worshiped the Lord thett.tNehemiah
9:1-3)

One of these blessed and thorough confessionsasded in full in
Nehemiah 9 as an example for God’s people in @étilt is well
worth a careful reading in detail by every one afd@ people
today.

There is not anywhere in it any suggestion thdteeithey or their
fathers had been infallibly right, and had donaliridly right all the
time, so that it should be accounted akin to sageilfor anybody to
think, and akin to blasphemy for anybody to sawpt tinere was a
better way.

“Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month tbkildren of
Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sdoiies, and earth
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upon them. And the seed of Israel separated thessdiom all
strangers, and stood and confessed their sinsthenthiquities of
their fathers. And they stood up in their placed amad in the book
of the law of the Lord their God one fourth parttbé day; and
another fourth part they confessed, and worshipedLiord their
God. Then stood up upon the stairs, of the Leviteshua, and Bani,
Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, andn@hi and
cried with a loud voice unto the Lord their God.efihnthe Levites,
Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiabqijat,
Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up and thiedsord your
God for ever and ever: and blessed be Your glon@umse, which is
exalted above all blessing and praise. You, evem e Lord
alone; You have made heaven, the heaven of heawghsall their
host, the earth, and all things that are therémseas, and all that is
therein, and You preserve them all; and the hos$tealven worship
You. You are the Lord the God, who did choose Abrand
brought him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, andeghim the name
of Abraham; And found his heart faithful before Yand made a
covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanitbe Hittites,
the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusids the
Girgashites, to give it, | say, to his seed, andehaerformed Your
words; for You are righteous: And did see the cifftin of our
fathers in Egypt, and heard their cry by the Real #and showed
signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all hissexvand on all
the people of his land: for You knew that they tdpabudly against
them. So did You get yourself a name, as it isdlay. And You did
divide the sea before them, so that they went tiirahe midst of
the sea on the dry land; and their persecutors thicew into the
deeps, as a stone into the mighty waters. More%oerled them in
the day by a cloudy pillar; and in the night byiléap of fire, to give
them light in the way wherein they should go. Yame down also
upon mount Sinai, and spake with them from heaa&ed,gave them
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right judgments, and true laws, good statutes amintandments:
And made known unto them Your holy sabbath, andcanded
them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand ade® Your
servant. And gave them bread from heaven for themger, and
brought forth water for them out of the rock foeiththirst, and
promised them that they should go in to posseskatitewhich You
had sworn to give them. But they and our fatheedtgwoudly, and
hardened their necks, and hearkened not to Youm@ndments,
And refused to obey, neither were mindful of Youonders that
You did among them; but hardened their necks, andheir
rebellion appointed a captain to return to themndage: but You are
a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, stmanger, and of
great kindness, and forsook them not. Yea, wheg tesl made
them a molten calf, and said, This is your God tiraught you up
out of Egypt, and had wrought great provocationst You in your
manifold mercies forsook them not in the wilderndbe pillar of
the cloud departed not from them by day, to leadnthn the way;
neither the pillar of fire by night, to show themght, and the way
wherein they should go. You gave also your goodtsjoi instruct
them, and withheld not your manna from their mowthd gave
them water for their thirst. Yea, forty years diouysustain them in
the wilderness, so that they lacked nothing; thkeithes waxed not
old, and their feet swelled not. Moreover you géwem kingdoms
and nations, and did divide them into corners:h®y tpossessed the
land of Sihon, and the land of the king of Heshlkamg the land of
Og king of Bashan. Their children also you muleglias the stars of
heaven, and brought them into the land, conceminigh you had
promised to their fathers, that they should gmipassess it. So the
children went in and possessed the land, and ybdusa before
them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites,gave them into
their hands, with their kings, and the people & kind, that they
might do with them as they would. And they toolosty cities, and
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a fat land, and possessed houses full of all gooedls digged,
vineyards, and olive- yards, and fruit trees inradance: so they did
eat, and were filled, and became fat, and delighibetnselves in
Your great goodness. Nevertheless they were disatigdand
rebelled against You, and cast Your law behindrtheaicks, and
slew Your prophets which testified against themtuo them to
You, and they wrought great provocations. Therelwoa delivered
them into the hand of their enemies, who vexed thamd in the
time of their trouble, when they cried unto You,urbeard them
from heaven; and according to Your manifold mercres gave
them saviours, who saved them out of the handeaf Ehemies. But
after they had rest, they did evil again before Yinerefore You
left them in the hand of their enemies, so thay theed the dominion
over them: yet when they returned, and cried urta,YYou heard
them from heaven; and many times did You deliventtaccording
to Your mercies; And testified against them, thatuYmnight bring
them again unto Your law: yet they dealt proudty] dearkened not
unto Your commandments, but sinned against Yougmehts,
(which if a man do, he shall live in them;) and hditew the
shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would nat. et many
years did You forbear them, and testified agaihsint by Your
spirit in Your prophets: yet would they not giver.etherefore You
gave them into the hand of the people of the laNe@wertheless for
Your great mercies’ sake You did not utterly consutnem, nor
forsake them; for You are a gracious and mercifud GNow
therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, andténeble God, who
keeps covenant and mercy, let not all the troubnslittle before
You, that has come upon us, on our kings, on ounces, and on
our priests, and on our prophets, and on our fatfard on all Your
people, since the time of the kings of Assyria uhte day. Howbeit
You are just in all that is brought upon us; foruvlmave done right,
but we have done wickedly: Neither have our kirys, princes, our

112



priests, nor our fathers, kept Your law, nor headde unto Your
commandments and Your testimonies, wherewith Yal tdstify

against them. For they have not served You in thiagdom, and in
Your great goodness that You gave them, and inatge and fat
land which You gave before them, neither turned; thiem their

wicked works. Behold, we are servants this day, fandhe land

that You gave unto our fathers to eat the fruitéb& and the good
thereof, behold, we are servants in it: And it g&much increase
unto the kings whom You have set over us becauserofins: also
they have dominion over our bodies, and over ottlegaat their

pleasure, and we are in great distress. And becafua# this we

make a sure covenant, and write it; and our printesites, and
priests, seal unto it.” (Nehemiah 9:1-38)

This confession was written out, and Nehemiah agttgthree
others of the princes, priests, and Levites sigheid behalf of
themselves and all the people, who

“...clave to their brethren, their nobles, and eedanto a curse, and
into an oath, to walk in God’s law, which was givieyy Moses the
servant of God, and to observe and do all the camdmants of the
Lord our Lord, and his judgments and his statufesg that we

would not give our daughters unto the people oflémel, nor take
their daughters for our sons: And if the peoplethad land bring

ware or any victuals on the Sabbath day to sedl wWe would not

buy it of them on the Sabbath, or on the holy @dend that we would
leave the seventh year, and the exaction of evelpy.'d(Nehemiah

10:29:31)

At the same time the ordinances, and the coursdheofpriests,
Levites, porters, and singers, etc., were restaredhe service of
God in the temple.
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Chapter 13

The Wall of Jerusalem Dedicated,;
the Rival Worship of Samaria Established

Sometime after the events related in the precedlitigje, Nehemiah
made a journey to the court of the king of Pergiaere he stayed
several months, and then returned to Jerusalem.

As soon as he returned, he began to arrange fiaaa celebration in
the dedication of the wall that had at last, thfosgch “troublous
times,” been triumphantly finished.

He gathered from the cities, the villages, anddbentry of Judah,
priests, Levites, and singers in great numbersety b leading part
in the

“...dedication with gladness, both with thanksggan and with
singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with hag8And the sons of
the singers gathered themselves together, bothobuhe plain

country round about Jerusalem, and from the viBagfeNetophathi;
Also from the house of Gilgal, and out of the feldf Geba and
Azmaveth: for the singers had builded them villagesnd about
Jerusalem. 30 And the priests and the Levites ipdrihemselves,
and purified the people, and the gates, and thé"walehemiah

12:27-30)

When all had thus been “purified,” and so prepatkd,day of the
dedication came. There were formed two great psiges of
princes, priests, singers, and people who ascetidedwall at
opposite points, and marched round upon the tdpeofvall till the
two processions were joined at both ends of thes|iforming now
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one continuous procession round the whole city upertop of the
wall.

Then the whole united procession stood still aral/ggthanks,” (vs.
40) and

“...the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah theireser. Also that day
they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: fod®ad made them
rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the di@h rejoiced: so
that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar ¢Méhemiah
12:42-43)

Enemies Cast Out

During Nehemiah’s absence, the Samaritans, the ieseaf the
work of God, through their alliances among the ggsrand priests
in Judah and Jerusalem, had secured a footho&tusalem.

Eliashib the priest had allowed one of his daughtermarry that
chief and persistent enemy, Tobiah the Ammonitet dlady this,

but Eliashib had actually emptied of its propertyeof the great
chambers of the temple, had fitted it up as a ezwid for his new
son-in-law, Tobiah the Ammonite.

Now amid the services of the festival days of threlidation, in
reading the Scriptures in the book of the law,

“...they read in the book of Moses to the audievicine people; and
therein was found written, that the Ammonite ane toabite
should not come into the congregation of God foereBecause
they met not the children of Israel with bread avith water, but
hired Balaam against them, that he should cursa:thewbeit our
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God turned the curse into a blessing. Now it cam@dass, when
they had heard the law, that they separated froaellsll the mixed
multitude.” (Nehemiah 13:1-3)

Thus there came to the attention of Nehemiah tlmwked and
brazen course of Eliashib the priest in his allemath Tobiah the
Ammonite, and

“...In preparing him a chamber in the courts of bwse of God.
And, it grieved me sore; therefore | cast forthtla#f household stuff
of Tobiah out of the chamber. Then | commanded, #raly

cleansed the chambers; and there brought | againdbsels of the
house of God, with the meat offering and the fraoknse.”

(Nehemiah 13:7-9)

The Lord Robbed of Means and Time

Also during Nehemiah’s absence there had beeniagfaway from
faithfulness in bringing the tithes into the stomise.

“I perceived that the portions of the Levites hamt been given
them; for the Levites and the singers, that didwloek, were fled
everyone to his field. Then contended | with théenms and said:
Why is the house of God forsaken? And | gatheremthogether,
and set them in their place. Then brought all Jutiehtithe of the
corn and the new wine and the oil into the treasuii(Nehemiah
13:10-12)

There had been also a falling away from the praeservance of

the Sabbath; indeed, with many, from any observahtiee Sabbath
at all; for:
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“In those days saw | in Judah some treading wirssa® on the
Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asseajso wine,
grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, wifiieiz brought into
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day; and | testified agtiam in the day
wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt men of Taigo therein,
which brought fish, and all manner of ware, andl swi the Sabbath
unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Tleemtended with
the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, whattlewigj is this that
you do, and profane the Sabbath day? Did not yathefs thus, and
did not our God bring all this evil upon us, andnghis city? Yet
you bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning tladi&ath. And it
came to pass, that, when the gates of Jerusaleandegbe dark
before the Sabbath, | commanded that the gateddshewshut, and
charged that they should not be opened till ather $abbath: and
some of my servants set | at the gates, that tiswald no burden
be brought in on the Sabbath day. So the merclazotsellers of all
kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or twitéen |
testified against them, and said unto them, whygdogou about the
wall? if you do so again, | will lay hands on ydtrom that time
forth came they no more on the Sabbath.” (Neherbh8ah5-21)

Mixed Marriages

Encouraged by the example of the priests and qtihhesisy of the
people had again fallen away to mixed marriage:

“In those days also saw | Jews that had marrieésvof Ashdod, of
Ammon, and of Moab; and their children spake halhie speech of
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews’ langulagieaccording to
the language of each people. And | contended W&t and cursed
them, and smote certain of them, and plucked ddirthair, and

made them swear by God, saying, You shall not gowe daughters
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unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto ysams, or for
yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel sin hgde things? yet
among many nations was there no king like him, wias beloved
of his God, and God made him king over all Israevertheless
even him did outlandish women cause to sin. Shaltiven hearken
unto you to do all this great evil, to transgregaiast our God in
marrying strange wives?” (Nehemiah 13:23-27)

We have seen that a daughter of Eliashib had bgen qn marriage
to one of the chief enemies of the cause of Godbidlo the

Ammonite. In addition to that, one of his grandsbad married the
daughter of the very chief enemy himself-- Santhdha Horonite.

When it was demanded that he separate from thishdmiah

connection, he was so far gone in apostasy thatfnsed. And as
the consequence, says Nehemiah,

“One of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashibhigh priest, was
son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite; thereforehbged him from
me.” (Nehemiah 13:28)

Samaritan Worship Established

The chasing away of this young man--his name wasdgseh--
brought curious historical results. The mixture SEmaritans and
Jews was now as follows:

» Sanballat’s daughter was married to this young Manasseh.

» Tobiah was married to at least one, if not twohaf Jewesses.

* Tobiah's son, Johanan, was also married to askwe
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And now this company, including young Manasseh,difig
themselves permanently excluded from Jerusalemtia@mdemple
and worship there, conceived a design to have pléeand worship
of their own.

However, so long as Artaxerxes Longimanus liveeéythould do
nothing, because of his fixed favor toward the tlengmd worship in
Jerusalem. But in 425 B.C. Artaxerxes died. He wuasceeded by
Xerxes Il., who, after forty-five days, was murdii@nd succeeded
by his half half-brother, Sogilianus; and he imtuafter six months
and fifteen days, was murdered and succeeded biyalffidrother,
Ochus, who reigned as Darius Nothus.

To Darius Nothus, Sanballat made personal appbcatand was
successful in obtaining from him a grant to buitdMount Gerizim,
near Samaria, a temple like that at Jerusalem, tandnake
Manassenh, his son-in-law, high priest of it.

Sanballat having built this temple, and made Maglassgh priest
of it, Samaria thenceforth became the common refungeasylum of
the refractory Jews; so that, if any among themeweund guilty of
violating the law, and in eating forbidden meal® breach of the
Sabbath, or the like, and were called to an acclwunt, they fled to
the Samaritans, and there found reception.

By this means it came to pass that, after some, tineegreatest part
of that people were made up of apostate Jews anddéscendants.
The mixing of so many Jews among them soon madsaage in
their religion. For whereas they had hitherto wgoetl the God of
Israel only in conjunction with their other god#&hat is, the gods of
those nations of the East from whence they canfier-a temple
was built among them, in which the daily servicesveanstantly
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performed in the same manner as at Jerusalemhangobk of the
law of Moses was brought to Samaria, and thereiguhlead to

them, they soon left off worshiping their false gpdnd conformed
themselves wholly to the worship of the true Gamtoading to the
rule which was in that book prescribed to them.

However, the Jews, looking on them as apostatésdthem above
all the nations of the earth, so as to avoid alhmea of converse and
communication with them. This hatred first begamnir the
opposition which the Samaritans made against therheir return
from the Babylonish captivity, both in their reluiiig of the temple,
and their repairing of the walls of Jerusalem, dficki an account
has been above given; and it was afterward mualeased by this
apostasy of Manasseh and those who joined withitiry and by
their erecting an altar and a temple in oppositiontheirs at
Jerusalem.

And all others who, at any time after fled fromukaiem for the
violation of the law, always finding reception angothem, this
continually further added to the rancor which thews had
entertained against them, till it grew to that lgnghat the Jews
published a curse and an anathema against thenbittheest that
ever was denounced against any people.

For thereby they forbade all manner of communicatith them,
declared all the fruits and products of their laaudlg everything else
of theirs which was either eaten or drunk amongnthe® be as
swine’s flesh; and prohibited all of their natioree to taste thereof,
and also excluded all of that people from ever dpawceived as
proselytes to their religion. (Prideaux)
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This is why the woman of Samaria was so surpriseéénwJesus
asked her to give him a drink of water; and shéedp

“How is it that you, being a Jew, ask drink of nwehich am a
woman of Samaria? For the Jews have no dealingh thie
Samaritans.” (John 4:9)

It also illustrates the force of that expressiontld Jews to the
Saviour:

“...you are a Samaritan, and have a devil.” (JoH8)3

In their estimation, to be a Samaritan and to havdevil-- be
possessed--were the same thing.
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Chapter 14
Backsliding to Confirmed Apostasy

In the history of the restoration from the captivid Babylon there
Is one notable thought that runs like a threadujiinathe whole, that
until now it could not be considered in its fullestigth of meaning.

That thought--that truth--is that after the firsbonang-out of
Babylon, the real strength and hope of the caugeaaf lay in the
other comings-out of Babylon, and not at all in @®yelopment or
growth from within, of those who were not of Bahyland in the
Lord’s land, and possessed there of the full lighHis Word, His
prophets, and all the opportunities and blessihdgtiotrue worship.

The Course and Cause of Backsliding

The first coming-out of Babylon was a glorious detance; a
wonderful manifestation of God’s power and graacghldhrough the
powers of the world and upon His people. The mesfept freedom
in work and worship in the world, was theirs. Heaa®d earth were
united in their favor.

But instead of being absolutely swallowed up inepdevotion out
of gratitude for all this wondrous favor of Godeyhsoon began to
drift into formality and worldliness. They negledtéhe cause and
work of God and thought of worldly gain.

They so slighted the truth of God, so lost trueeldor it, that they

neglected to instruct their own children. The chald therefore,
easily swung into the ways of the heathen, intemss sympathy
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with the heathen, so that they could readily chabseheathen in
marriage.

And the parents were themselves so in essentiapaym with
heathenism in principle, that they could readilyseag to their
children’s marriage with the heathen, not seeing...

“...but that the children were about as well off marrying the
heathen as in marrying among their own people.”

And this was true, because by the general negletheo parents
among their own people, the young of their own pedad grown
up within the heathen, so that any vital differemeas difficult to
see. And yet in the presence of all the essentiafusion, these
people were willing to pride themselves on beingt‘af Babylon”:

“We have the truth. God speaks to us by prophets.”

And when down in Babylon devout souls, seeking fille truth,
longing for light and freedom and for deliverancel aedemption
from the confusion and darkness around them, reéoiynd
deliverance and came “out of Babylon” indeed, gt&dn to know
that God was really speaking by living prophetsits people who
were out of Babylon,--when these dear souls cathexpectant, up
to Jerusalem to the people of God, as to the vatg gf heaven,
they were so disappointed and pained at the lowl@s® condition
of the people in worship, in morals, and in mixwgh the world,
that they were made ashamed and to blush, antt tplitheir faces
to God in view of the iniquities that had increasee@r their heads,
and trespasses that were grown up unto the heavens.
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Spirituality Waning

Nevertheless by this second coming-out of Babytbat- under
Ezra--there was a great revival sought, and thé&dlidden people
were again separated from corruptness and workflinend united
once more to God.

But soon the power of the revival was allowed to@aagain the
people drifted into the former condition of worlidiss, of money-
getting, of neglect of the cause and work of Gad] af marriage
with the heathen.

The Final Coming-out and Apostasy

And still there were in Babylon devout souls, layitod, and
longing to see His cause rise in its true digniig aower, and move
prosperously in the world; souls longing for deteece from the
corruption of Babylon, into the light and freedomdaplace of
God’s own land, among God’s people who were ogaifylon.

And again these were disappointed and groanecabwhand loose
conditions of the people whom they thought to be aiuBabylon;

grieved at the neglect of the cause and work of @bah those
people professed, and grieved at the deplorably whiheart and
mixture of marriage between them and the open erseafiGod and
His cause and work in the world.

Nevertheless, again as the consequence of thessmg®mut of
Babylon, there was a great revival, and a cleansimja separating
from the heathen, among the backslidden ones atfegsed to be
“out of Babylon.”
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And still again, but now for the last time, the mavand blessedness
of the revival was allowed to wane, the people tedif into
formalism, worldliness, love of money, neglect bktcause and
work of God, and now--even worse than the confusfomarriages
with the heathen--a confusion of relationships agntiremselves by
the use and multiplying of divorce.

The backsliding was now so great that there wasah $eparation of
their own interests from the cause and work of Godnuch so that
if they did for the cause so little a thing as sieitting of the doors
of the house of God, or the kindling of a fire ois Hiltar, they
considered that they ought to be paid for it; beeatlnat was “not
their work,” but the work of those whose time wavated to that
and who consequently were paid for it.

When they made offerings to the Lord, instead okingathem from
the first and the best, it was from what was |dferathey had
consumed upon themselves the first and the besti-the refuse,
that would be unfit to offer to their human govarnées, and even
when the first and best was still in their posswssinconsumed--
instead of making offerings from that, they woutdually pick out
that which was inferior, and make that their offigrio the Lord.

And all this as a professed expression of thethféhat God had
given for their salvation and redemption of Hisskiand Best! But
in truth it was the expression of their unbelief @od’'s having
made, or that He would make, any true offeringllatoait only the
refuse, if any.
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The Depth of Backsliding

The backsliding was now such that the priests, ningisters and
teachers to the people, “departed out of the waynd actually
caused the people to stumble at the very law tiat tvere set to
teach.

They forgot the fear of God, and of course fealexigeople. Then
they would not declare the clear and plain Wor&of#l, for fear that
the people would resent it and they would losertipéce. For
though the office of priest was of God, as a consage of such
example. the people, seeing that the priests heahte political and
were afraid of them, became themselves political anruly, and
would turn out of office even a priest who did pégase them. Thus
the priests did not keep the straightway of théhtrbbut practiced
partiality in the law of the Lord, and so made therd
“contemptible and base before all the people.”

The men dealt treacherously, committed abominafod, profaned
the holiness of the Lord and the covenant of fétbed, in dealing
treacherously against the wife of their youth byodcing her for
another, and especially for a younger.

“For the Lord, the God of Israel, says that He &giatting away;
for one covers violence with his garment, saysltbed of hosts;
therefore take heed to your spirit, that you demxltreacherously.”
(Malachi 2:16)

They were so far backslidden from God that they ldidkeep the
tithe, paying it not at all; thus robbing God. Thegre so far in the
dark that they actually drew comparisons betweem#elves and
the wicked, to the advantage of the wicked. And wine their
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darkness and discontent with God, because of tleeun
perverseness, they concluded that the wicked wavendp a better
time than themselves, they declared (Malachi 33)-1

“It is vain to serve God, and there is no profittiying to do right

and walking mournfully before the Lord; for whileevare doing this
and having a hard and cheerless time of it, thegare happy, the
wicked are prospered, and they that actually géas@s to tempt
God, are even delivered.”

Dead Formality

And with all this looseness of life, this darknesk spirit, this
corruption of morals, they would go to meeting ba abbath, and
go through the forms of worship, and pray, and wesm they
counted themselves very religious because of &l But the Lord
rebuked this with the rest of their iniquity, anelcthred that it was
this formalism which was the cause of His rejectimgjr offerings.

“This have you done again, covering the altar efltbrd with tears,
with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch thatidgards not the
offering any more, nor receives it with good will your hand.”

(Malachi 2:13)

But amidst this dark and dismal mass there welleastew, a little
flock, who feared the Lord. These “spoke often emeanother”
(Malachi 3:16) of the goodness of the Lord, of jog of serving
Him, and the wealth of happiness found in the Igvikindness of
the Lord.

“..And the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a badk
remembrance was written before Him for them thatdd the Lord,

127



and that thought upon His name.” And they shalhimee, says the
Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up My jewelsd | will
spare them, as a man spares His own son that denves(Malachi
3:16-17)

Thus was it with the few; but as for the peoplentkelves, the
nation, they were gone. They had neglected the hgid joy and
blessing of the three messages of God calling b&abylon; they
had worn out the Lord’s good Spirit of revivingethhad confirmed
themselves in backsliding.

All that is left for the Lord to do is by His proghto testify to the
real condition of things and the end thereof, clogdHis revelation,
cease to speak, and let them reap what they hagesistently
sown--the rejection of God when He came in theg@e His Son
to offer Himself finally for them; and then appaditectly to the
heathen to whom they had persistently allied théraseand whose
salvation they had so long hindered by so allyihgniselves to
them.

It was a wonderful thing to be delivered from Badryland brought
to the freedom, and light, and joy, and blessirighe Lord in His
own chosen land. It was a wonderful thing to haw @nlist in
their favor all power of earth as well as of heavénwas a
wonderful thing that God should speak to them biyng prophets.

And it was a most deplorable thing that they shalldw the love
of the world and fellowship of the heathen to frasd and make
utterly vain, so far as they were concerned, tiisle/tide of heaven
which had been made to flow upon earth.

128



“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killed the prophats] stoned
them that were sent unto you; how often would lehgathered your
children together, as a hen gathers her brood umelewings, and
you would not! 35 Behold, your house is left untmuydesolate.”
(Luke 13:34-35)
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Chapter 15
From Religious to Political

After the time of Malachi, there is, strictly sp@ak no such thing
as a religious history of the Jews. God had clé$isdevelation, His
voice was stilled. He spoke no more by prophet® people had
got entirely beyond the hearing of His voice.

They were already political in their religion; amdwas not long

before their religion itself became political, $@t henceforth their
history is simply political, tending steadily moamd more to that
dreadful hour in which they openly renounced ewveriyciple of

religion, and openly proclaimed themselves politg@ely--in their

savage exclamation, that awful night, to Pilate @ntthe universe,

“...We have no king but Caesar.” (John 19:15)

Nevertheless, God bore with them until that hond aven beyond.
He still abode with them, in spite of their sad m@esentation of
Him, in spite of their putting Him to an open shame

For the sake of His promise to their fathers framiant time, that
from them the deliverer should come, He remaineduith all their
unfaithfulness, the Faithful One.

Yet their history from Malachi onward is but a parather an
incident, of the general history of empire in thasE And in this
general history of empire, God continued to re\diatself to fulfill

His Word, and to shape all things to the accompisfit of His
eternal purpose.
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God had revealed Himself to Nebuchadnezzar, and Ibesh

accepted by him as the one true God and the etiagddsing. And

Nebuchadnezzar proclaimed Him as such to all peppktions, and
languages.

God revealed Himself to Darius the Mede, and was akcepted
and proclaimed by him to all peoples, nations, landuages.

God next revealed Himself to Cyrus, and by himvilse God was
accepted and proclaimed to all nations as “the 'GAd.we have
seen, the influence of Cyrus for this God and fa Worship in the
earth, continued to shape the course of his sumes€ambyses,
Darius, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes.

We have seen that in the days of Cyrus, the angbli@ abode at
the Persian court; and he said that he would coatthere till the
time of the coming of the prince of Grecia, of whithe angel had
already spoken to Daniel.

“And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and g¢ineat horn that is
between his eyes is the first king.” (Daniel 8:21)

“Then said he, Do you know why | come unto you? aad will |
return to fight with the prince of Persia: and whHeam gone forth,
lo, the prince of Grecia shall come.” (Daniel 10:20

And the Persian court was becoming worse and wa@nseé, more
and more unbearable. We have seen that Darius Blgtme to the
throne by the murder of his predecessor, who héairdxd the same
throne by the murder of his predecessor.
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This Darius was succeeded by his son Artaxerxdsowitmurder on
his part, but not without his brother’'s attemptittg murder him.
Artaxerxes was succeeded by his son Ochus,

“the most cruel and wicked of all the princes of nace, as his
actions soon evinced. In a very short time theqaknd the whole
empire were filled with his murders.”

He was poisoned by one of his ministers, Bagoasanye, who also
slew all the king’s sons but the youngest, whonmmagle king, but
whom in two years he murdered. Bagoas then plageuh uhe
throne Darius Colomannus. Him also he shortly gitechto poison;
but was detected, and was required to drink his @nepared
poisoned drink to prove his innocence.

In such a desperately corrupt place as the couReo$ia had now
become, the angel could no longer stay. Corruptih reached its
height. Gabriel left the horrible place, lo! Theinme of Grecia
came, and the Persian empire sank.

Alexander, “the prince of Grecia,” in his siege ®fre, had
demanded assistance from the Jews. The Jews plehdedhey
were lawful subjects of the Persian king who watsrggning; that
all that they were, as a nation, they owed, undst, @ the favor of
the Persian kings; and that therefore they coultl qumsent to
oppose the Persian king.

This made Alexander very angry, and he declarethsigthe Jews
and Jerusalem vengeance in destruction and desoldde started
toward Jerusalem to execute his wrath. The peomee Wgreatly
troubled. The high priest proclaimed a fast, arad Supplications be
made to God. God accepted their appeal, and insttubhe high
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priest in a dream to go forth with his assistanégis, arrayed in
their priestly garments, and all the other peopd¢hed in white, to
meet the coming king, as he should approach thg dihe
procession extended a long distance outside the &ihen
Alexander

...saw the multitude at a distance, in white gamsyewhile the
priests stood clothed in fine linen, and the higiesi in purple and
scarlet clothing, with his miter on his head, hgvthe golden plate
whereon the name of God was engraved, he approdwhkuonself
and adored that name, and first saluted the higistpiThe Jews also
did all together with one voice salute Alexander] &ncompassed
him about. Whereupon the king of Syria and the nese surprised
at what Alexander had done, and supposed him diseddin his
mind.

However, Parmenio alone went up to him and asked how it
came to pass that when all others adored him, delgladore the
high priest of the Jews? To whom he replied,

“I did not adore him, but that God who has honongd with His

high priesthood. | saw this very person in a drearhis very habit,
when | was at Dios in Macedonia; who, when | wasswtering

with myself how | might obtain the dominion of Asiexhorted me
to make no delay, for that He would conduct my graryd would
give me the dominion over the Persians; whence that having
seen no other in that habit, and now seeing thisgpein it, and
remembering that vision, and the exhortation whidmad in my
dream, | believe that | bring this army under theifiz conduct, and
shall therewith conquer Darius, and destroy the growf the
Persians, and that all things will succeed accgrtiinwhat is in my
mind.” (Josephus, Jewish Antiquities, Book I, Cteay8)
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Alexander then placed the high priest at his riggmid, and walked
at the head of the procession, that was now jolnyedis army, into
the city, and up to the temple, where “he offeradrifice to God
according to the high priest’s direction.”

There also the high priest read to him, from thekbof Daniel, the
prophecy concerning him; and Alexander acknowledbatihe was
the one referred to in the prophecy. Oh that Aleearhad yielded
himself to this call from God, as did Cyrus!

When Alexander’s career had ended, and his domwias broken
up, the Jews submitted to whatever king happendumblb Palestine
as part of his dominion, though it happened thattlie@ most part
they fell under the power of the kings of Syriae-theleucids.

One of them, Seleucus Philopater, sent his chiefesfto ask the
people at Jerusalem of its treasures. The priegtspaople of the
whole city threw themselves down before God, implprHim to

defend His holy house. As the officer had entehedtémple court,
and was about to break open the treasury,

“the Spirit of the Almighty revealed Himself by thmeost sensible
marks; insomuch that all those who had dared ty dtbediodorus
were struck down by a divine power, and seized withrror which
bereaved them of all their faculties. For thereesppd to them a
horse richly caparisoned which, rushing at oncenupeliodorus,
struck him several times with his forefeet. The et sat on this
horse had a terrible aspect, and his arms seemeadlof At the
same time there were seen two young men, whosdybdanzled
the eye, and who, standing on each side of Helimj@courged him
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instantly, and in the most violent manner. By tams power he was
cast to the ground speechless.” (Rollin, Ancierstéty)

That was the last time, however, that the templs 8@ protected
and defended, though it was more than once enterddobbed by
heathen.

A few years afterward, king Antiochus Epiphanestaegal the city
by storm, and gave it up to plunder and slaugldetHree days, in
which about eighty thousand were slain, forty tlamesswere made
prisoners, and forty thousand were sold as slaMas.king himself
entered the temple, and even into the most holgepland robbed
the temple of its golden furniture and all the ste@ therein. But
before all this, there had gone out of Israel.

“...wicked men who persuaded many, saying, Letasmd make a
covenant with the heathen that are round aboutfarssince we

departed from them we have had much sorrow. So dhisce

pleased them well. Then certain of the people wsreforward

herein that they went to the king, who gave thamrses to do after
the ordinances of the heathen; whereupon they luittlace of

exercise at Jerusalem according to the customiBeohéathen.” (1
Maccabees 1:11-14)

And the sack, slaughter, slavery, and the robbethieotemple were
their reward.

Next Antiochus Epiphanes issued an edict, commanthiat all the
people of his dominion should be of one and theesdmathen
religion, and all recognize only heathen laws; tmsl under penalty
of death. This, of course, was aimed directly atléws.
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Many of them obeyed the edict of the king, and euted those of
their own people who would not obey it. The kingalfilled

Jerusalem with idol altars, upon which he sacrfi@aominable
things; he also put to death those who would ciksen their
children, or who refused to eat swines flesh armroabominable
things.

Driven to desperation by these horrible things ticad upon his
people, a certain Mattathias, a ruler and a gredthnorable man
in the city of Modin, revolted, and with his fiveorss fled to the
mountains. They were joined by all who rejectedking’s throne.

Not long afterward Mattathias died; but before Misath he
solemnly enjoined upon his sons that they stanel touthe laws of
Israel and to fight against the king. he commanitemn to let his
son Judas be their captain.

This Judas was surnamed Maccabeus. Thus came tbeaban
wars, and what is called “the Maccabean Revivahé Drigin of
this Maccabean Revival was religious, but it slyordlecame
political.

The Maccabees were wonderfully successful in thears; but
firmly to fix forever their power and standing, theought an
alliance with the Romans, B.C. 161. And that thmotive in this
was absolutely political is clear from their owrcoed of it, which
runs as follows:

Now Judas had heard of the fame of the Romans,tllegt were
mighty and valiant men; and such as would lovirgggept all that
joined themselves unto them, and make a leaguend$ avith all

that came unto them; and that they were men oft giadar. It was
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told him also of their wars and noble acts whickytthad done
among the Galatians [the Gauls], and how they loadwered them,
and brought them under tribute; and what they hadedin the
country of Spain, for the winning of the mines lo¢ tsilver and gold
which is there; and that by their policy and paterthey had
conquered all the place, though it were very fanfithem; and the
kings also that came against them from the uttetrmagt of the
earth, till they had discomfited them, and giverentha great
overthrow, so that the rest did give them tributerg year.

Beside this, how they had discomfited in battleliphand Perseus,
king of the Citims [Macedonians], with others thited up
themselves against them, and had overcome them: &iew
Antiochus [Magnus] the great king of Asia, that eaagainst them
in battle, having a hundred and twenty elephant#) Wworsemen,
and chariots, and a very great army, was discothbte them; and
how they took him alive, and covenanted that hesamwih as reigned
after him should pay a great tribute, and give &gs$, and that
which was agreed upon, and the country of India siedia and
Lydia and of the goodliest countries, which thegki@mf him, and
gave to king Eumenes.

Moreover how the Grecians had determined to conk dastroy
them; and that they, having knowledge thereof sgaiinst them a
certain captain, and fighting with them slew marfytleem, and
carried away captives their wives and their chilgrand spoiled
them, and took possession of their lands, and gullewn their
strong holds, and brought them to be their servamis this day.

It was told him besides, how they destroyed andidgnb under their
dominion all other kingdoms and isles that at amyetresisted
them; but with their friends and such as reliedrugfeem they kept
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amity: and that they had conquered kingdoms bothafal nigh,
insomuch as all that heard of their name were dfodithem: also
that, whom they would help to a kingdom, those ngignd whom
again they would, they displace: finally, that thesere greatly
exalted: yet for all this none of them wore a crawrwas clothed in
purple, to be magnified thereby.

Moreover how they had made for themselves a sehatese,
wherein three hundred and twenty men sat in coudaily,
consulting always for the people, to the end thaghmbe well
ordered: and that they committed their governmeirie man every
year, who ruled over all their country, and thatware obedient to
that one, and that there was neither envy nor drmmolamong them.

In consideration of these things, Judas chose Euopg the son of
John, the son of Accos, and Jason the son of Hleazd sent them
to Rome, to make a league of amity and confedenrattythem, and
to entreat them that they would take the yoke ftbem; for they
saw that the kingdom of the Grecians did oppresaelswith
servitude. They went therefore to Rome, which wasiy great
journey, and came into the senate, where they spadkeaid:

Judas Maccabeus with his brethren, and the pedpihe dews, have
sent us unto you, to make a confederacy and ped#beyau, and
that we might be registered your confederates aedds.

So that matter pleased the Romans well. And thisascopy of the
epistle which the senate wrote back again in tatfidsass, and sent
to Jerusalem, that there they might have by themeaorial of
peace and confederacy:
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Good success be to the Romans, and to the peopie dfews, by
sea and by land for ever: the sword also and enaenfar from
them, if there come first any war upon the Romanany of their
confederates throughout all their dominion, thepteof the Jews
shall help them, as the time shall be appointeth ali their heart;
neither shall they give anything unto them that enadar upon them,
or aid them with victuals, weapons, money, or shigs it has
seemed good unto the Romans; but they shall kespdbvenants
without taking anything therefore.

In the same manner also, if war come first uponrtagon of the

Jews, the Romans shall help them with all theirthe&cording as
the time shall be appointed them: neither shalivals be given to
them that take part against them, or weapons, oegnar ships, as
it has seemed good to the Romans; but they shap Kbeeir

covenants, and that without deceit.

According to these articles did the Romans makewemant with
the people of the Jews. Howbeit if hereafter the party or the
other shall think to meet to add or diminish anythithey may do it
at their pleasures, and whatsoever they shall addke away shall
be ratified. And as touching the evils that Demstrdoeth to the
Jews, we have written unto him, saying, wherefare ynade your
yoke heavy upon our friends and confederates theJ# therefore
they complain any more against you, we will do thestice, and
fight with you by sea and by land. (1 Maccabees 8)

Thus was solicited and obtained, by the Jews,dbahection with
the Romans which brought the utter ruin of the 3bwiation, and
the desolation of their land, by the power of tlearfans.
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Chapter 16
The Scepter Departs from Judah

In the year 130 B.C., the king of Syria was slairaibattle with the
Parthians. Then John Hyrcanus, the high priedtefiews,

...took the advantage of the disturbances and idngs that
thenceforth ensued.to make himself absolute and liyvho
independent. For after this, neither he nor anyiefdescendants
owned any further dependence on the kings of Sgriithenceforth
wholly freed themselves from all manner of homaggryitude, or
subjection to them. (Prideaux)

And thus the government of the new independent tcpwf Judea
was merged in the high priests in succession, iije fpriest being
the head of both religion and the State.

In the year 129 B.C., this same high priest conegiéine Idumeans,-
-Edomites,--and.

...reduced them to this necessity, either to engbrthe Jewish
religion or else to leave the country, and seek rwellings
elsewhere.

They chose to adopt the Jewish religion rather themriven from
their country. But under such circumstances theyewas much
Idumeans as before, except only in the forms oBhipr

About the year 128 B.C., Hyrcanus sent an embasBpine.
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...to renew the league of friendship they had hi Romans. And
when the Senate had received their epistle, thegenaaleague of
friendship with them, [and] decreed to renew thlmague of
friendship and mutual assistance with these good, mad who
were sent by a good and friendly people. (Josephus)

In the year 106 B.C., Aristobulus, the eldest sbdalnn Hyrcanus,
regularly succeeded to the high-priesthood, animhgba&lso the head
of the State, resolved.

...to change the government into a kingdom, [and} bf all put a
diadem on his head, four hundred and eighty-onesyaad three
months after the people had been delivered fromyBalsh

slavery, and were returned to their own countnjragdosephus)

This piece of worldly ambition opened among the slé¢me flood-
gates of jealousy, strife, assassination, and dien&sr, which
evils were, if possible, more indulged than amohg nhations
around.

After Aristobulus, Alexander Janneus reigned; afterahim his
widow, Alexandra. While Alexandra was queen, Hyusnthe
eldest son of Janneus, was high priest.

At the court there was a shrewd and ambitious Iduméntipater
by name. He studiously gained the ascendant ovecarus. This
he did in the hope that when Hyrcanus should becking at the
death of his mother, he himself would virtuallyethe kingdom.

However, when the time actually came, Antipater sdiwis plans
upset by the revolt of Aristobulus Il., the brotledrHyrcanus. For
Hyrcanus was defeated in a battle, and was obligerkesign to
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Artistobulus the office of high priest and king. tYentipater did not
despair; he immediately set on foot, and persistamtought an
intrigue to replace Hyrcanus upon the throne.

Under the Roman Power

Such was the condition of affairs in Judea when fpyntame into
Syria of Damascus. To Pompey at Damascus came aaduas
from both Hyrcanus and Aristobulus--Antipater tlturhaean on
behalf of Hyrcanus, and more for himself. Also #&ectame
ambassadors from the people to make representagaiast both
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, and to plead that theg¥mp be
abolished and the governorship be only in the luglst as such.
Pompey heard them all; but deferred the decisian ba should
arrive in Judea.

By the time that Pompey reached Judea, Aristobbad taken a
course greatly to offend him. But Pompey comingJévusalem,
Aristobulus repented and went out to meet him, affdred to
receive him into the city and give him money. Bug partisans of
Aristobulus would not accept this arrangement. Tisgtioned
themselves at the temple and prepared for a siege.

The siege of the temple was promptly begun by Pgmpa he was
obliged to spend three months of hard work andcdiefighting
before it was taken. However, when the temple waally taken,
Pompey refrained from plundering it of its wealthad anything,
though he passed into the most holy place withenvil.

Judea was now held in subjection, and laid undbutl, to the
Roman power, from which she never escaped except by
annihilation.
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Now the occasions of this misery which came upoosidem were
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, by raising a sedition @gainst the
other; for now we lost our liberty, and became eabjto the
Romans, and were deprived of that country whictha@ gained by
our arms from the Syrians, and were compelled $tore it to the
Syrians. Moreover the Romans exacted of us, ittla time, above
ten thousand talents [about $12,000,000]; and dyal rauthority,
which was a dignity formerly bestowed on those tWatre high
priests by the right of their family, became theparty of private
men.

Pompey committed Coele-Syria, as far as the rivgrhEates and
Egypt, to Scaurus with two Roman legions, and tlwent away to
Cilicia, and made haste to Rome. (Josephus)

Joppa, Gaza, and other coast towns were addeck tprélvince of
Syria, which was the cause of that province’s ramrito Egypt.
Thus the Euphrates was made by Pompey the easianuéry of
the Roman Empire.

As the cause of Hyrcanus had been represented gtoati by
Antipater the Idumaean, he succeeded in so gaithagfavor of
Pompey and the Romans that he sustained confitleetations
with them and with Pompey’s successor in the Eaghinius, who.

...settled the affairs which belonged to the cityyerusalem, as was
agreeable to Antipater’s inclination. (Josephus)

When Gabinius.

...came from Rome to Syria as commander of the Rdoraes,
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...there was in his army a young officer named Markony. In
Judea young Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, had.

...suddenly got together ten thousand armed footarah fifteen
hundred horsemen, and fortified Alexandrium, a ré&s$ near
Coreae, and Macherus, near the mountains of Arabia.

In subduing the revolt of Alexander, Antony and ifater were
brought into such relationship that a firm friengistvas established
between them, and which in after years, out of aioas
combination of events wholly undreamed of now e of them,
had a positive bearing upon one of the most sigpmifi occurrences
in the world’s history.

In the Roman civil war, 49-47 B.C., Caesar wasgsali to follow
Pompey to Egypt, and to war in Egypt and the BaA#tile Caesar
was in Egypt, Antipater the Idumean became of ggeatice to him;
for he and Mithridates, king of Pergamus, were fbhiastrumental
in bringing Egypt into complete subjection to Caesand when
they had taken, and in a severe engagement hadexibd

...the whole Delta, Mithridates sent an [announcdin® this battle
to Caesar, and openly declared that Antipater Wastthor of this,
and of his own preservation, insomuch that Caesanntended
Antipater then, and made use of him all the reshat war in the
most hazardous undertakings; he also happened twobaded in
one of these engagements. However, when Caesar safne time,
had finished that war and was sailed away from&yre honored
Antipater greatly, and confirmed Hyrcanus in thghpriesthood,
and bestowed on Antipater the privilege of Romel, faeedom from
taxes everywhere. (Josephus)
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The Decree of the Roman Senate

And when one came to Caesar with accusations dgédyrsanus
and Antipater, hoping to have himself put in thplaces, again
Caesar appointed Hyrcanus to be high priest, aneg @antipater
what principality he himself should choose, leavintpe
determinations himself; so he made him procuratdudea.

He also gave Hyrcanus leave to raise up the wallssoown city,
upon his asking that favor of him; for they hadrbéemolished by
Pompey. And this grant he sent to the consuls ahd&oto be
engraven in the capitol. The decree of the Senwate this that
follows:

Caius Caesar, consul the fifth time, has decrehdt The Jews shall
possess Jerusalem, and may compass that city aith; vand that

Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high priest etiaharch of the

Jews, retain it, in the manner he himself pleaaes; the Jews be
allowed to deduct out of their tribute, every setgear the land is
let (in the sabbatic period), a corus of that ti@puand that the

tribute they pay be not let to farm, nor that tipay always the same
tribute.

Antipater the Idumaean

...was in great repute with the ldumaeans alsopbuthich nation
he married a wife, who was the daughter of onehefrteminent
men, and her name was Cypros, by whom he had fons-s
Phasael, and Herod, who was afterward made kirayJaseph, and
Pheroras, and a daughter named Salome.
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Antipater made Phasaelus, his eldest son, govefni@rusalem and
the places that were about it, but committed Galte Herod, his
next son, who was then a very young man; for he budgwenty-
five years of age. But as he was a youth of graatinihe presently
met with an opportunity of signalizing his courader, finding
there was one Hezekiah, a captain of a band ofersblivho overran
the neighboring parts of Syria with a great trobphem, he seized
him and slew him, as well as a great number ofatier robbers
that were with him, for which action he was gredugtoved by the
Syrians.

For when they were very desirous to have their tguneed from

this nest of robbers, he purged it of them; so #@yg songs in his
commendation in their villages and cities, as hgypnocured them
peace and the secure enjoyment of their possesshmison this

account it was that he became known to Sextus Gasba was a
relative of the great Caesar, and was now presafedyria.

Caesar spent the time till the autumn of 47 setimmggs in order in
Egypt and the East, then he returned to Rome, wirerd, he was
murdered. Then within two years Octavius Caesadaikk Antony

held the world under their power; and to Antonyréhtell the task
of gathering from the wealth of Asia the enormousnsof

$170,000,000 for the payment of the troops.

This need and greed of Antony for money stood Herodudea in
good stead. For when ambassadors from all partsAm&ny in
Bithynia, among them.

...the principal men of the Jews came to accuseofHand his
brother Phasaelus, and to charge that though] Hyscadad indeed
the appearance of reigning, these men had alldhep But Antony
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paid great respect to Herod, who was come to hinméke his
defense against his accusers, on which accouadhisrsaries could
not so much as obtain a hearing, which favor Hérad gained of
Antony by money. (Josephus)

To Antony in Cilicia there came again.

...a hundred of the most potent of the Jews to secdderod and
those about him, and set the men of the greatequiehce among
them to speak. [But] when Antony had heard botlkesiat Daphne,
he asked Hyrcanus who they were that governed @tiembest.

Hyrcanus replied, ‘Herod and his friends.” Hereupbmony, by

reason of the old hospitable friendship he had nvatle his father

[Antipater], made both Herod and Phasaelus tetsarcéind

committed the public affairs of the Jews to thend wrote letters to
that pur- pose. (Josephus)

Antony went with Cleopatra to Alexandria, B.C. Hulvia, his
wife, died in the spring of 40. Antony’s giddy indiation with the
voluptuous queen of Egypt was fast estranging mamfOctavius
and the Roman people. The matter was patched ug Iftite while
by the marriage of Antony and Octavia, the sisteDctavius, B.C.
40; and.

...the triumvirs returned to Rome to celebrate tim®n. (Duruy)
Troubles of Herod

In the same year, at the instance of a certain gantis, the
Parthians made an incursion into Judea, gainedepsiss of
Jerusalem, and captured Hyrcanus and Phasaelbsmanty of their
friends. But Herod with his betrothed, with someh family and a
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number of his friends, accompanied by a strong dyuat escaped
and made their way to Petra in Idumaea.

Thus by means of the Parthians, Antigonus obtathedpower in
Judea. He cut off the ears of Hyrcanus so thahgomaimed, he
could not, according to the law, hold the high-gti®od. Phasaelus
being imprisoned, and knowing he was devoted tthgea

...since he had not his hands at liberty,--for bla@ds he was in
prevented him from killing himself thereby,--ne dad his head
against a great stone, and thereby took away hislitev

Herod shortly went from Idumaea to the king of Aesaland from

there to Egypt, stopping first at Pelusium. Thére ¢aptains of the
ships befriended him and took him to AlexandriagvenCleopatra
received him and entertained him;

...yet was she not able to prevail with him to dfagre, because he
was making haste to Rome, even though the weathsrstormy,
and he was informed that the affairs of Italy weeey tumultuous
and in great disorder.

Having through violent storms, severe reverses,maach expense,
reached Rome,

...he first related to Antony what had befallen hiimJudea, [and
how] that he had sailed through a storm, and coméehall these
terrible dangers, in order to come, as soon asitpesso him who
was his hope and only succor at this time.

This account made Antony commiserate the changé hbal
happened in Herod’s condition. And, reasoning witimself that
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this was a common case among those that were placeath great
dignities, and that they are liable to the mutatidimat come from
fortune, he was very ready to give him the asst&tdhat he desired,;
and this because he called to mind the friendskifdd had with
Antipater; because Herod offered him money to ntake king, as

he had formerly given it to him to make him tetrgrand chiefly

because of his hatred to Antigonus, for he took tuirbe a seditious
person and an enemy to the Romans.

Caesar [Octavius] was also the forwarder to raiseotiis dignity,

and to give him his assistance in what he desordccount of the
toils of war which he had himself undergone withtipater his
father in Egypt, and of the hospitality he had tedahim withal, and
the kindness he had always shown him, as alsoathgAntony,

who was very zealous for Herod.

So the Senate was convocated; and Messala firdhandAtratinus,
introduced Herod into it, and enlarged upon theebenthey had
received from his father, and put them in mind lred goodwill he
had borne to the Romans. At the same time theysadcAntigonus,
and declared him an enemy, not only because offdriser
opposition to them, but that he had now overlooks®l Romans,
and taken the government from the Parthians.

Upon this the Senate was irritated; and Antony rimfed them
further that it was for their advantage in the Rart War that Herod
should be king. This seemed good to all the sesatord so they
made a decree accordingly.

When the Senate was dissolved, Antony and Caegsarow of the
Senate house with Herod between them, and witrcdmsuls and
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other magistrates before them, in order to offeriBees, and to lay
up their decrees in the capital.

Antony also feasted Herod the first day of his meignd thus did
this man receive the kingdom, having obtained itr@none hundred
and eighty-fourth Olympiad [July, 40 B.C.], whene&ms Domitius
Calvinus was consul the second time, and CaiusidssiRollio the
first time. (Josephus)

And thus when Herod, a full-blooded Idumaean, hacbime king of
Judea, the scepter had departed from Judah, aadqaver from
between his feet; and the time was at hand whetolSishould
come, to whom the gathering of the people should be

“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor agieer from
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto Hihalls the
gathering of the people be.” (Genesis 49:10)
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