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Preface

In the following articles by A. T. Jones, referesite God have been
capitalized; "thee's and thou's" have been updete@flect more

common usage as well as other minor correctionseenf@dthe sake
of readability.

Elder Jones frequently quoted from the Spirit obgPrecy and
where possible these quotes are referenced intiadi@o

Only one or two of these articles were titled - magpeared under
the weekly heading of "Editorial Note" or just si@p"Editorial.”
Subtitles have been drawn from the context of ealtle and
added for the ease of referencing each articleheratise most
would have the same name.



Chapter 1
He Will Not Leave Us Orphans

"Christ impressed upon His disciples that they werask God in
prayer for the gift of the Holy Spirit; and thedaging themselves in
an attitude to receive, they would receive alldiftss comprehended
in the qift of the Spirit."

Jesus says, "Without me you can do nothing."
But He is gone away; He is not here as He was Wieegaid this.

That is all right, however; for it was expedient s that He should
thus go away.

Nevertheless He says: Be not troubled: "I will Heave you
orphans: | will come to you."

We are not left orphans, because He comes to tlsebiflelper. And
"the Helper, which is the Holy Spirit," shall "akidwith you
forever."

The Holy Spirit brings the presence of Christ te theliever, to
abide with him forever. "His Spirit in the inner mahat Christ may
dwell in your hearts, . . . that you may be filldh all the fullness
of God."



The Holy Spirit comes to abide with us forever. THely Spirit
brings the presence of Christ to abide with usvere Therefore
says Jesus, "I am with you always, even to thedadrttie age." "I
will never leave you, nor forsake you."

Jesus said, "Without Me you can do nothing." Ithe Holy Spirit
only that brings Christ to us. Therefore it is é&mpas A-B-C, and
as true as the word of God, that without the HgbyriEwe can do
nothing.

Professing religion, joining the church, "working the cause," are
all "nothing" without the gift, baptism, and theidibg forever of the
Holy Spirit. "Ask, and it will be given to you." "&eive the Holy
Spirit."

"The Lord Jesus wants all to stand in their apmuinplace. He
makes use of one believer's influence, another'sltlwe and

another's attainments. On all is inscribed, Hobnesthe Lord. All

Is sanctified and set apart for a holy purpose.afd to co-operate
with God. Mind, heart, soul, and strength belonGtm. We are His
by creation and by redemption. "You are not youm®@w-or you

were bought at a price; therefore glorify God iruydody and in

your spirit, which are God's."

When Cyrus W. Field, the maker of the Atlantic ealdéft home at
the age of fifteen to make his way in the worlds father said to
him: "Cyrus, | feel sure you will succeed; for yqulaymates could
never get you off to play, until all the work forhieh you were
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responsible was done." That is sufficient surest thny boy will
succeed. It is simply faithfulness. And faithfulaéiself is success.

"He who has not sufficient faith in Christ to bekethat He can
keep him from sinning, has not that faith that vglive him an
entrance into the heaven of God."

Extra:

"We may have had a measure of the Spirit of Gotbfpyprayer and
faith we are continually to seek more of the Spitiwill never do to

cease our efforts. If we do not progress, if wendbplace ourselves
in an attitude to receive both the former and #itet rain, we shall
lose our souls, and the responsibility will liecatr own door" (RH

March 2, 1897).



Chapter 2
Three Editorialson the Holy Spirit
Editorial 1: " The Fruit of the Spirit"

"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, losgffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance."

In order that there may be fruit, there must bed.tt is impossible
to have fruit without first having a root.

In order, therefore, to have the fruit of the Sgwiappear in the life,
the Holy Spirit Himself must be the root of theelifin order that the
fruit of the Spirit may appear on the tree, the \H8pirit Himself
must be the life of the tree.

It is impossible to have genuine love, or joy, @ape, or long-
suffering, or gentleness, or goodness, or faith,maekness, or
temperance, to appear in the life, without havimg Holy Spirit to
be the root, the spring, of the life-yes, evenuésy life itself.

It is not genuine love that loves only them thatelg/ou, but that
which loves all, even enemies. It is not genuinedyess that does
good only to them that do good to you, but thatokhdoes good to
all, even the unthankful and the evil. (Luke 6:3)-3



Genuine love, or joy, or peace, or long-sufferiag,gentleness, or
goodness, or faith, or meekness, or temperanceesarmt from

ourselves, it comes not from this world; it come&sydrom God, it

Is the fruit only of the Spirit of God.

All may have the fruit of the Spirit, because allyrhave the Spirit.
"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
Editorial 2: " Righteousness, Peace, and Joy"

"The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but tegjusness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit."

The kingdom being the kingdom of God, the rightemss is only
the righteousness of God, the peace is only theepeaGod, and
the joy is only the joy of God-joy in the Holy Spjnt is found only
in the Holy Spirit.

And "verily, verily, | say to you, Except a man bern again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God."

Except a man be born again, he cannot see rightessishe cannot
see peace, he cannot see joy in the Holy Spirit.

To be born again is to be born from above. It ibéodborn into the
things of God. It is to be born of water and th&iSp



The things of the kingdom of God-righteousness, pedce, and
joy-can be known only through the Spirit of Godr, fthe things of
God knows no man, but the Spirit of God."

And "the kingdom of God is within you." Is rightesness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit, within you? If not, wnot?

Do you profess to be a Christian,-a citizen of khmgdom of God,-
and have not the essential elements-indeed, thgdd&m itself-
within you?

If this be so, it can be only because you are ooh lof the Spirit.
And "if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, Benone of His."

O, the Heavenly Father is more willing to give yibhie Holy Spirit

than you are to give good gifts to your own chitdreAsk, and it
will be given to you." "Receive the Holy Spirit."

Editorial 3: " The Pledge of Our Inheritance"

The "Holy Spirit of promise" "is the earnest of aaheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession."

An "earnest" is "a part paid beforehand on a cahties security for
the whole."



God in Christ has contracted to give us an etantadritance in "a
better country" than this, "that is, an heavenhgVing for its capital
a glorious city, "whose builder and maker is God."

This inheritance is all bought and all paid forr ts. But the time
has not yet fully come for the full redemption dfetpurchased
possession.

But He who has contracted to give it to us wheshdll have been
fully redeemed, pays us a part beforehand, giveanusarnest, as
security for the whole eternal possession.

The earnest, that part paid beforehand on the atntis the Holy
Spirit. That security for the eternal possessiaheaseternal Spirit.

If you have that Spirit, and as long as you havwa,Hiou are sure of
that eternal inheritance. If you have not that i§pyou have no
surety at all of the inheritance.

But the inheritance is a free qift to all; and sothe earnest, the
surety, for it, a free gift to all. And that sedwris "that Holy Spirit

of promise."

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."



Chapter 3
The Completeness of the Spirit

God chose us in Christ "before the foundation efwmorld, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him in lo(igph. 1:4).

But "all we like sheep have gone astray." "Theyalgone out of
the way, they are together become unprofitableetiie none that
does good, no, not one."

But when we were thus enemies and alienated innmads by

wicked works, when we had altogether missed thaiMaoich God

chose us, He reconciled us in the body of His fiasbugh death, to
present us holy and blameless and above reproadtisirsight"

(Col. 1:21, 22).

It is His, not ours, to present us thus. It codttlee fullness of God"
to do this; and only He who could pay that pricelldohave the
power, and obtain the right, to do it. And for amye but Him to
undertake to "present you holy and blameless andeateproach in
His sight," is to attempt the impossible.

No, no! none but He can do it. But bless the Létd,has the power,
and has purchased the right by paying the fullloédke price. The
Lord has laid "help upon one that is mighty;" anel'lit able to keep
you from falling, and to present you faultless befthe presence of
His glory with exceeding joy."



He can do it.
He will do it for you, if only you will let Him.
Let him.

The number seven is used in the Bible to repredeiiess,
completeness.

The expression, "the seven spirits of God," thessfthat is used
several times in the Bible, signifies the fullned®e completeness,
of the Spirit of God.

In other words, it represents the full and complasmnifestation of
the Holy Spirit in all His characteristics,-in afihases of the
diversities of His operations.

What, then, are these seven characteristics oSgndgt of God? If
we can know how the Spirit was manifested in Chnst shall
know what are these characteristics; for He wasdfilvith all the
fulness of God.

Can we know this of Christ?-Read this: "And theri®jif the Lord
shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and umstkending, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledgnd of the fear
of the Lord." (Isa. 11:2).
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There are just seven: count them:-

1. The Spirit of the Lord; that is, the spirit oleray, and grace,
and long-suffering, and abundance of goodness auith, tand
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin; foat is the Lord.
(Ex. 34:5-7).

2. The spirit of "wisdom."

3. The spirit of "understanding."

4. The spirit of "counsel.”

5. The spirit of "might."

6. The spirit of "knowledge."

7. The spirit of "the fear of the Lord."

The gift of the Holy Spirit, therefore, is the bmstal of the

disposition and character of the Lord; it is thetberal of wisdom,
of understanding, or counsel, of might, of knowkedgnd of the
fear of the Lord, upon all who receive the gifttbé Holy Spirit.

And as with Jesus, it will make the receiver "ofcjuunderstanding

In the fear of the Lord."

In the manifestation of the fulness of the Spimitthe church, He
divides to every man severally as He will; for tioe is given by the
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Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word abkledge by the
same Spirit," etc. (1 Cor. 12:8).

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
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Chapter 4
The Spirit of Wisdom and Holiness
Editorial: " The Spirit of Wisdom"

The Lord desires that he "may give unto you theaiSpf wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him."

The Spirit of wisdom is the Spirit of Christ; foreHis made unto us
wisdom."

The Spirit of wisdom is the Spirit of God; for is ione of the
characteristics of the manifestation of "the seSpmits of God."

The Spirit of wisdom is the very Spirit which Chrisad; for the
Spirit of wisdom rested-remained, abode-upon Hirhe TSpirit
descended "from heaven like a dove, and it aboda &jm."

The Spirit of revelation in the knowledge of Himclgarly the Spirit
by whom came the revelation of the things of Goakl @hat is
plainly the Spirit of God,-the Eternal Spirit,-byhem "God has
revealed" to us the deep things of God, which 'leg® not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the hearof'm

The Spirit of revelation is the Spirit by whom tiverd of God, the
Scriptures, came "in old time." For "the propheeyne not in old

13



time by the will of man: but holy men of God spa® they were
moved by the Holy Spirit."

The Lord's expressed desire, therefore, is, that'iHay give to
you," and that you may have, the Spirit of God,\¥key Spirit that
Jesus had, and the very Spirit by whom the Scegtuvere given.
O, He desires that you may have-yes, that you redilled with-the
Holy Spirit!

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
Editorial: " The Spirit of Holiness"

The Lord is coming.

And without holiness, no man can see Him in peace.

Have you holiness?

How can anybody have holiness without "the Spirh@iness"?

And how can anybody have the Spirit of holinesshaut the Holy
Spirit?

Have you the Holy Spirit?

"Do you think that the Scripture says in vain, Tarit that dwells
in us lusts to envy?"

14



Then surely, with such a spirit as that, no man s the Lord in
peace.

But He says, "A new Spirit will | put within youdnd "He shall . . .
abide with you forever."

He does not want the spirit that lusts to envy bada with you
forever. Do you?

He wants His own Spirit-the Holy Spirit-to abidetiwiou forever.
Do you?

Thus, having the Spirit of holiness abiding withuyfiorever, you
will have holiness.

And having holiness, you can see the Lord in p&@dtsn He comes.
And He is coming soon. "Get ready, get ready, gatly."

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
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Chapter 5
The Spirit Directs, Gives Knowledge, and Brings Joy
Editorial: " Directed By the Spirit"

Of the angels it is written, "Are they not all nstering spirits, sent
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs divasion?"

Yet in this ministration the angels go only as they directed by the
Spirit of God; for it is written, "Whither the Sgirwas to go, they
went."

Now to men is written, "As every man has receivied ¢ift, and
even so minister the same one to another, as geocusls of the
manifold grace of God."

Thus men who are partakers of the grace of Godclwbrings
salvation, are engaged in the same ministraticarashe angels.

And as the angels engaged in this ministration @dythey are
directed by the Spirit of God, then how can any anrbeing engage
in it, except as he is directed by the Spirit ofiGo

As the angels, to perform this ministration acaogdio the will of

God must be directed by the Spirit of God, how momdre must we
who are so far less in power, might, and holiness)veyed to
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perform the like ministration according to will &od,-how much
more must we be directed by the Spirit of God!

How all-important then it is that all who professlie God's people
shall receive, shall be baptized with, the HolyrBpi

Without this what can we do? How all-important thessage which
now the Lord sends to His people, "Receive the Fqyit"!

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
Editorial: " The Spirit Makes Us Know"

"At that day you will know that | am in My Fatheand you in Me,
and | in you" (John 14:20).

At what day?-The day the Helper would come; the tat He
Himself, by the Helper, would come.

For He said, "I will not leave you orphans; | wabbme to you;" and,
"At that day you will know that | am in My Fatheand you in Me,

and | in you."

Do you know this? Do you know that He is in Hisli&t and you in
Him, and He in you?
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If you do not know it, why do you not?-There canldog one reason
for any one's not knowing this; that is, he has remteived the
Helper, which is the Holy Spirit.

For "by this we know that we abide in Him, and Heus, because
He has given us of His Spirit" (1 John 4:13).

Then when He has promised that we "will know," ahds
abundantly and freely supplied the means by whiehshall know,
that "we abide in Him, and He in us," why should/ ame go a

single hour without that blessed knowledge?

"You will know." "By this we know." Blessed, bless&nowledge!
Thank the Lord!

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
Editorial: " Joy in the Spirit"
"The joy of the Lord is your strength" (Neh. 8:10).

Did you know that there is real reviving strengthtihe joy of the
Lord?

It is really so, as every one can certify from eigrece, who knows
the joy of the Lord.
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How could it be otherwise? Is there not revivingl atrength in
mere human joy? How much more, then, in divine-joyjpy that is
the Lord's, and that comes direct from Him to thbdver!

When a person is worn, and weary, and ready tad, fanmd just then
receives a bit of joyful news, is not all his thbugf faintness at
once dissipated by the joy? and is not all his weas replaced by
freshness and strength, which the joy has brought?

And when that is true in affairs altogether humiaoww much more
must it be true in affairs divine! It is so, as gvene knows who
know the joy of the Lord.

But how shall we be partakers of the joy of thedor

The joy of the Lord in human life is the fruit dig Spirit of God.
"The fruit of the Spirit is. . . joy." And we canhbave the fruit
without the root.

"The kingdom of God is . . righteousness and peankjoy in the
Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14:17); and "indeed, the kingdash God is
within you" (Luke 17:21).

Therefore, the joy of the Lord in human life is prly the Holy
Spirit. And "the joy of the Lord is your strength."

Is the joy of the Lord your strength?
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Are you worn, and weary, and ready to faint? "Towe ¢f the Lord
IS your strength;" and this comes only by the H8pirit. Have you
received the Holy Spirit?

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
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Chapter 6
The Fruit of the Spirit is... Peace
"Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to yowh{@ 14:27).
Where does He leave His peace?-"With you."
Then when He leaves His peace with you, isn'ttihwou?

Whether you accept it or not, is another questmn:where is the
peace of Christ, the peace of God? He says HedatWsith you."

When you leave a thing with a person, isn't thanhghthere?
Whether that person ever uses it, or pays anytatteto it, yet isn't
it there?-You know that it is.

Very well: when the Lord says, "Peace | leave wibh," then is not
that peace just where He leaves it? He says thde&les it with
you; then it is with you. Whether you use it or,nibts there, it is
with you.

Then since He leaves it with you; and since it isywou anyhow,
not because you are so good that you deserve tithemause you
have earned it, but it is with you simply becauselehves it with
you, take it, and enjoy it.

Yet more than this: He says, "My peace | give ta.Yo
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When He gives it to you, doesn't it belong to yads?t it, then,
yours?

When you give something to a person, do you nonhtdthat the
thing belongs to that person? And if he doubts ithébes belong to
him, and treats both you and it as if it does r@bhg to him, then
are you not disappointed and grieved?-You knowaieu

Yet the Lord says, and for O so long has said, fidgce | give to
you."

Then when He has given it to you, doesn't it beldoagyou?
Assuredly it does.

Yet have you gone on all these days and years wititi® And do
you still go on without it? Do you doubt that itatly belongs to
you? Do you treat both the Lord and His gift ashié gift did not
belong to you? Why will you so disappoint and geidwm?

"My peace | give to you." It belongs to you, thé&lhy not, then,
accept it, thank Him for it, and enjoy it?

"Let the peace of God rule in your hearts." Do trgtto make it
rule: let it. Do not try to let it rule: simply &t

The peace of God wants to rule in your heart afed i will rule if
you will only let it: let it.

22



And when you let it, then "the peace of God, whmdsseth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and mindsugfir Christ
Jesus" (Phil. 4:7).

It will keep both your heart and your mind: you yself can do
neither. Let the peace of God rule and keep.

It will, if only you will let it: let it.
Then, too, the Spirit of God will rule in your heaand keep your
mind; for the peace of God in the life is the froitthe Spirit. "The

fruit of the Spirit is. . . peace.”

"Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him w¢hieear, says the
Lord, and | will heal him." "The fruit of the Spiris. . . peace."

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
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Chapter 7
Filled in the Time of the Latter Rain
Editorial: " Receive the Promise of the Father™

The Book of Acts is the record of the work of thelyHSpirit in the
time of "the early rain."”

The first thing in the book is that Jesus "was takp," but that it
was "after He through the Holy Spirit had given coamdments to
the apostles whom He had chosen" (Acts 1:2).

Next, the day on which He was taken up, He "comradridem not
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Peanuof the Father, .
... you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit moany days from
now" (wv. 4, 5).

And next, the same day, He said, "You shall recetwger when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall benesses to Me"

(v. 8).

Now we are in "the time of the latter rain," justtauly as they were
in the time of "the early rain."

Through the Holy Spirit, He has now given commandinie us to
receive "the Promise of the Father" and "be bagtwi#h the Holy
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Spirit," not many days from now, but just now, tgdavhile it is
called today.

It is true now and forever that "You shall recep@ver when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you."

Have you power? If not, you know why: it is becatis® Holy Spirit
has not come upon you.

And if the Holy Spirit has not come upon you, ibiscause you will
not receive Him.

And without Him, you cannot be "witnesses to" Chiris

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the K&pirit."
Editorial: " In the Time of the Latter Rain"

The Book of Acts is the record of the work of thelyHSpirit in the
line of "the early rain." And we are "in the timé tbe latter rain;"
therefore, the Book of Acts is the record of what mvay all have,
only in greater abundance and power.

Then they were told to "wait for the Promise," dhdt they would
"be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many daysnfrmow." They

waited. And as they waited, they asked. And as tsked, they
received. "And they were all filled with the Holpi&t" (Acts 2:4).
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In this time, just now, "in the time of the latte&in," we are told to
ask for rain. And "everyone who asks receives" (Mas).

In the time of "the early rain," on that great ddywvondrous filling

and of power, all the multitude were told, "The mrse is to you
and to your children" (Acts 2:39). "Repent, anddeéry one of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for thesseam of sins; and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (38).

In this "time of the latter rain" this "promise" t& us and to our
children, to the whole multitude, as certainly iawas then to them,;
yes, even "to all who are afar off."

None are excluded. The promise is to all, far aearnWe are in the
time of the promise. We are told by the Lord Himhsel'ask" in this

time. And we are told by him that "everyone whosas&ceives."
(See Zech. 10:1).

O, will you not ask? "Ask, and it will be given you." "Receive the
Holy Spirit."

Editorial: " Filled with the Holy Spirit"

In the time of the "early rain" of the gospel yethe believers were
more than once "filled with the Holy Spirit."

On Pentecost "they were all filled with the Holyii@p (Acts 1:4).
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There was in Jerusalem much, and powerful, opjwositdo the
gospel and to the preaching of it.

Therefore "the priests, the captain of the temghel the Sadducees”
arrested Peter and John, and "put them in cust@wts 4:1, 3).

The next day Peter and John were brought beforenttmnal
council, and were questioned as to what they hae.do

"Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said tieetm, "Rulers of the
people and elders of Israel," etc. (v. 8).

However, the council, after inquiry and answer aadsultation, let
them go.

"And being let go, they went to their own compasidrand prayed.
"And when they had prayed, . . . they were alkdliwith the Holy
Spirit" (vv. 23, 31).

We are in the "time of the latter rain,” when we & ask for rain.
The message of God now is, therefore, "ReceiveHiblg Spirit;"
"Be filled with the Spirit."

Have you received the Holy Spirit? Have you bedediwith the
Spirit? If not, you are losing everything.

But even though you have received the Holy Smrien though you
have been filled with the Spirit, please do nohkhfor a moment
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that that is the end and all. Please do not sbttk contentedly
folding your hands and saying, "Now | have goarid that is all."

No; even to you the message still is, "ReceiveHbl Spirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit." There is more than ondifig with the Spirit.

Go on unto perfection.

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Kdpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."
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Chapter 8
We Are HisWitnesses
"You are My witnesses, says the Lord" (Isa. 43:10).

Before He left them, Jesus said to His discipled they should be
witnesses to Him "in Jerusalem, and in all JudehSamaria, and to
the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

And this was spoken to His disciples for all tinkts intended that,
in each generation, His disciples should bear w#rne Him, even
to the end of the earth.

His disciples of that time did this in their gertera: their faith was
spoken, and spoken of, "throughout the whole wbride gospel
which they preached "was preached to every creatuner heaven"
(Col. 1:23).

The reason of this was that they had the poweotib. desus said to
them, "You shall receive power when the Holy Sgias come upon
you; and you shall be withesses to Me . . . tcetie of the earth.”

The Holy Spirit did come upon them; they did reeepower. And

having power to be witnesses to the end of théhgdnvas easy so
to witness.
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And that is true yet. Any church that has the powewitness to
Christ to the end of the earth can witness to tice & the earth. It
will not be difficult to do what she has the powedo.

The only reason that the church in any age hasvitoésses in that
age to the end of the earth, is simply becausadghaot have the
power to do it. That is what she existed for; e sould not do it,
because she did not have the power. And she dibdlawa the power
because she would not have the Holy Spirit come ingo.

Now, in this day and age, the church must witnes€Hrist to the
end of the earth. That is solely what she exigtsBat she cannot do
it without the power. Men may talk and plan and kvdil
doomsday; but the thing can never be done withweippbwer to do
it. And the power to do it lies solely in havingetkhloly Spirit come
upon the disciples.

And when the Holy Spirit does come upon us, makiagvitnesses,
then He also Himself is a witness with us.

We are to witness to Jesus Christ risen from theddand alive
now, though once dead.

This is that to which the disciples then withessad] to which the

Holy Spirit witnessed; and this is that to whicle thisciples must
always witness,-a risen, living Savior.
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They said, "This Jesus God has raised up, of wknehare all
witnesses" (Acts 2:32). "And killed the Prince d&] whom God
raised from the dead, of which we are withessest4A&:15). "And
we are His witnesses to these things, and so sldwei Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey HIm" (Acth:3

The Holy Spirit witnesses with the believer who nei$ses that
Christ is risen from the dead, and is alive anthatright hand of
God, to give repentance, forgiveness, and power.

It is a great and mischievous mistake to think thakse disciples
who were then in Jerusalem, and who saw Him wighrthatural
eyes, were the only ones who could, or were exgdotewitness to
the resurrection of Christ.

We today are expected to witness to this same .tHivlg must
witness that He is risen, and is alive today. Wetmitness that He
Is at the right hand of God, exalted to be a priand a Savior, to
give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Is¥éelcan do it.

We can do it because we know Him, the living Sgwath whom
we live. We can do it because He lives with us. ém do it
because we know that He is in us, and we in Hird;tars we know
by the Holy Spirit, which is given us. We can ddé&cause He has
given us the power, in giving us the Holy Spirit.
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Do you know that the Holy Spirit is with you to wéss unto the
things which you testify of Christ? Can you cite tHoly Spirit as
witness with you in what you witness unto Chrigtdt, why not?

And if you cannot, then is it not because you aog¢ land are
conscious that you are not, a true witness? Andufare not a true
witness, then you are not a witness at all for §hri

A witness is to testify to the truth, the wholetltruand nothing but
the truth; he himself is to be true. "You are myn@sses, says the
Lord." Are you?

Are you true? You can know. Here is the test: "H®wpeaks from
himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks tbeygpf the One
who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness iglim" (John

7:18).

And we are witnesses of these things, and so asthés Holy Spirit.
Will you be a true witness? Will you recognize thely Spirit as a
witness also with you?
"Ask, and it will be given to you." "
Recognize the Holy Spirit.

Receive the KoSpirit."

"Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Fathergpod pleasure to give
you the kingdom" (Luke 12:32). The kingdom is nmbe gained by
our efforts. It is to be given to them that "do fexdr." Let your mind
dwell in prayerful meditation upon the infinite wf God toward
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you in Christ Jesus. Think of the exceeding gread precious
promises, of the Holy Spirit, which dwells in yaf,the holy angels
that are encamped about you; think of all thesssiodgs and "do not
fear." Do not fear the want of temporal good. Heowbeds the
ravens, the sparrows, and the beasts, will feed Yidwe Lord will
provide," is a motto which you may write on evelcassary want
in life. Do not fear the power of Satan. GreateHesthat is in you
than all that are against you. The mighty God Sgir battles; then
why should we fear? Do not fear that the Lord Yalisake you. His
love is an everlasting love. He is married to youGhrist. "l will
never leave you or forsake you." Having loved ybie, will love
you "to the end."
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Chapter 9
Full of the Holy Spirit and Wisdom

In the time of the early rain, when they were dliédl with the Holy
Spirit, there was great unity among the believéfee whole
"multitude of those who believed were of one heard one soul”
(Acts 4:32).

This unity stood the test of practical things, tdéox, "neither did
anyone say that any of the things he possessetis/asvn, but they
had all things in common" (lbid.).

Accordingly, "nor was there anyone among them veoied; for all

who were possessors of lands or houses sold thaamhraught the
proceeds of the things that were sold, and laidhthé the apostles'
feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had"n@cts 4:34,

35).

Presently, however, it occurred that the widowsthed Grecians
were neglected in the daily distribution of the darand provisions
that were common to all. And because of this, thecfans
murmured against the Hebrews.

Then the apostles "summoned the multitude of tlseigles and
said, "It is not desirable that we should leavewled of God and
serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out fromngnyou seven
men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit amasdom, whom
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we may appoint over this business; but we will gmarselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of therdlo(Acts 6:2-4).
This pleased the brethren all, and action was takeordingly.

The record of this occurrence was made for us. iBhieue, simply
because it is Scripture. But further than this, ame directed
especially to study this particular part of thetlsirhapter of Acts.
Therefore let us study it:-

1. The apostles said, and it is written for ourtrungtion, that it
was not desirable that they should leave the wbfdanl, and serve
tables.

2. This serving of tables was the ministration,wmows and
others, of the things to which they were entitled.

3. It involved the handling of money, the dealimgprovisions,

and the distribution of money or provisions of abrts to the

disciples. It was, therefore, very aptly designaigdhe apostles as
"business."

Then, as this "serving tables" was the engagiripusiness,” when
the apostles said, "It is not desirable that weukhteave the word
of God and serve tables," they said, It is notrdbse that we should
leave the word of God, and engage in business.

Inspiration says that it is not desirable that stimis of the gospel
should leave the word of God and attend to busidaghe time of
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the early rain, this was accepted and acted upow. ldng shall we
continue "in the time of the latter rain" beforeshall be accepted
and acted upon?

Bear in mind, too, that this was not a questiomeadly quitting the
ministry of the word, and engaging in business ssparate thing. It
was simply a question of ministers of the gospehdpeccupied
with the legitimate business of the church,-suclctit legitimate

and sacred business as is connected with distpyrovisions to
widows.

Inspiration says that it is not desirable that stens of the gospel
should leave the word of God and serve business) such as that.
And the record shows that to serve business, avem &s that, is to
"leave the word of God."

For the apostles, the only ministers of the gostethat time, to
serve that "business" was to leave the word of Qbey said so,
and said that "it is not desirable" that it shobkl so. And when
inspiration has endorsed that, and repeated tohafs it "is not
desirable," then why should it not be so, and homglshall it be
before it shall be so, that ministers of the estn@ gospel now
may leave business and serve the word of God,rrtha leave the
word of God and serve business, as so many now do?

When the word of God says that a thing is not dés; no amount
of "reasoning" can make it desirable. The word ofl@oes say that
it is not desirable that ministers of the gospeluth leave the word
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of God and serve business-even the legitimate bssirof the
church and cause of God. And no amount of "reaggrian make
such a course desirable. All such reasoning is Igiraptting up
personal opinions and selfish preferences agawestvbrd of God -
this is not Christianity: it is Christianity to das¥own arguments
and every high thing that exalts itself againstkhewledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obatie of Christ" (2
Cor. 10:5).

In the time of the early rain, when they were dliédl with the Holy
Spirit, the ministers of the gospel said that Sitniot desirable that
we should leave the word of God, and serve busih@sghat time,
also, the saying pleased the whole multitude. Aow,nn the time
of the latter rain, if the ministers of the gospeluld say this very
same thing, the saying would again please the wialatude.

And why should not the ministers of the gospel isayow? Indeed,
why do they not all say it? Is it because theyraseall filled with
the Holy Spirit, as those were who did say it far anstruction?
What other cause can there be? And in this timtheflatter rain,
when all are to be filled with the Holy Spirit asthe first, how can
this thing continue against divine, true reasoness it be that
ministers of the gospel would rather leave the wofdsod and
serve business than to seek to be so filled wighHbly Spirit that
they would see and say that it is desirable todeansiness and
serve the word of God?
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"Receive the Holy Spirit" (John 20:22). Let the mtrrs of the
gospel receive the Holy Spirit. Let all the multieuof the believers
receive the Holy Spirit. Let all, both ministersdathe multitude, "be
filled with the Spirit." Then the ministers will kdhe disciples unto
them, and say: "It is not desirable that we shdeddve the word of
God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seekautamong you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy m@nd wisdom,
whom we may appoint over this business; but we gilé ourselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of therd/b

Then it will be again as it was before. The saymly please the
whole multitude; they will choose men "full of tholy Spirit and
wisdom," whom they will set before the ministerdyomwill pray,
and lay their hands upon them. Then, too, as betbeeword of
God will increase; the number of the disciples mlllitiply greatly,
and a great company of the priests will be obederhe faith: the
office and work of the minister of the gospel vk honored as it
should be, and as it is not now; and there will b®tthe dearth of
ministers that there is now.

The Book of Acts is a record of the working of tHely Spirit,
when He had His way in the church. The sixth chraptéActs is a
part of that record, and this is what it says. Véecial reference to
this subject, we are directed by the Spirit to dgtthe sixth chapter
of Acts." Will you study it with the Spirit? Willgqu hear what the
Spirit says to the churches? Will you follow theywhat He leads?
Will you receive the Holy Spirit? Will you be fillewith the Spirit?
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"Ask, and it will be given to you.
Recognize the Holy Spirit.

Receive the KoSpirit."
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Chapter 10
Did Y ou Receivethe Holy Spirit?

After the apostles had said to the multitude of disziples that it
was not reason that they should leave the wordoaf &d attend to
"business" affairs; and after the seven were choasmong whom
was Stephen, and were set over the "business,’bmigt did the

word of God greatly increase under the ministrynaf apostles, but
the power of God was greatly magnified in the wofkhe business
men who were chosen.

For Stephen, "a man full of faith and the Holy 8pirpreached
Christ to the council; and in resisting his wortisyt "resisted the
Holy Spirit." "But he, being full of the Holy Spiri gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus staraditige right
hand of God" (Acts 6:7; 7:55).

Then Philip, one of these seven, preached withtgpeaver in
Samaria; and Peter and John went over and joined &nd the
apostles "laid hands on them, and they receivedHibly Spirit"
(Acts 8:17).

Then "the angel of the Lord" sent Philip down te tbad that leads
from Jerusalem to Gaza; and when he arrived atrtia@t, he saw a
chariot passing, in which was a man of Ethiopial &he Spirit said
to Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot." liBhidid so,

preached to him Jesus, and baptized him; "now wihey came up
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out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caughtliphaway" (Acts
8:29, 39).

And Saul, "still breathing threats and murder agfaihe disciples of
the Lord," near Damascus was overtaken by the Lamd,was led
blind into Damascus, where Ananias was sent to tomsay,

"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared togrothe road as
you came, has sent me that you may receive yobt aigd be filled
with the Holy Spirit." "Then the churches throughall Judea,
Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. wadking in

the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the HB8lyirit they were
multiplied" (Acts 9:1, 17, 31).

Then the Lord had Cornelius send for Peter, whoectorhim and
preached Christ; and while Peter was speaking, Mibig Spirit fell
upon all those who heard the word" (Acts 10:44).

The gospel spread to Antioch "unto the Greciandiiciy when it
came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, 'skay out Barnabas
that to go as far as Antioch." "For he was a goaah nfull of the
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many peoplerevadded to the
Lord" (Acts 11:22, 24).

In the church that was at Antioch there were "eoermophets and
teachers;" and "as they ministered to the Lord fasted, the Holy
Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and §zaul] for the
work to which | have called them." Then, havingtéalsand prayed,
and laid hands on them, they sent them away" (A813, 3).
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In the council of the apostles and elders that nedd at Jerusalem,
the conclusive proof that God would have the goppediched to the
Gentiles was that He was "giving them the Holy Bpieven as to
the apostles and elders from the Jews. And whemrdhelusion of

the council was formulated, it read: "It seemed dQyo@ the Holy

Spirit, and to us" (Acts 15:28).

When Paul had gone "through Syria and Cilicia, conhg the

churches,” and had come to Derbe and Lystra, amd 'tone
throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia," Iz WWorbidden by
the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. Andegfthey were
come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: the Spirit did

not permit them." Then, passing by Mysia, Paul céaméroas. And
now, being at the sea, as far as he could go forlgrland, and
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word whgre in the
region behind him, there the Spirit opened the Wwafpre him. "A

vision appeared to Paul in the night: A man of Mhxea stood and
pleaded with him, saying, "Come over into Macedparad help us"
(Acts 16:1-10).

When Paul came to Ephesus, and there found cetisgiples, the
first question that he asked them-the first thiegshid to them after
the customary greeting-was, "Did you receive théyFBpirit when

you believed?" (Acts 19:2). They had not heardhef iHoly Spirit,

knowing only John's baptism. Paul explained thagreéhwas
something beyond John's baptism,-that the objedbbh's baptism
had come in the Lord Jesus, who had ascended egheaven, and
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had sent the Holy Spirit to baptize all believersliesus, buried and
risen from the dead. "When they heard this, theyewmptized in

the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul hadchiandls on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them" (Acts 19:5, 6).

Thus in the time of the early rain, the first inuof disciples was,
"Have you received the Holy Spirit?" and the firgork of the
visiting minister was to see that they had receithed Holy Spirit.
We are "in the time of the latter rain," which eslde more abundant
than was the former. How much more abundantly,,tiseih now the
proper inquiry of disciples everywhere, first off 4Did you receive
the Holy Spirit when you believed?" and the fifsing of all in the
work of the ministry to see that they have receitrezl Holy Spirit.
These things were all written for us. Did you reeeli the Holy
Spirit when you believed?

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the KdSpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit." Recognize the Holy Spirit.
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Chapter 11
TheHoly Spirit Has Made You Overseers

As PAUL was on a journey from Macedonia to Jerumalée
paused at Miletus, and "sent to Ephesus and chiteithe elders of
the church" (Acts 20:17).

To these elders he said words which have been rpezkdoy
inspiration for the instruction of the church, asfdhe elders of the
church, for all time.

Among these words to the elders of the churchleset "Therefore
take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, amehgh the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers" (Acts 20:28).

Elders of the churches today, do you know thatHbb/ Spirit has

made you overseers of the flock of God? If you dad know it

before, there stands the word of God, and thelnaststood all the
time, telling you that it is so.

When the Holy Spirit has placed you in the respaasposition of
overseers of the flock of God, how are you discimayrgyour
responsibility to Him who "has made you overseers"?

Do you constantly recognize, and live in the preseaf, the fact
that the Holy Spirit has made you overseers? Do gmustantly
recognize your responsibility to the Holy Spirit® Pou constantly
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seek to discharge that responsibility under thelajce of the Holy
Spirit, and acceptably to Him?

If not, then what are you doing in that positios?tl possible that
any elder of a church will say that the Holy Spivéts not made him
an overseer of the flock? If such a thing be pdssithen the
guestion recurs. What can a man be doing in aiposithich is

under the direct supervision of the Holy Spirit,ilsaying that the
Holy Spirit has not called him to that position?slich an attitude
would not be lying to the Holy Spirit, or else ealy usurping the
place of the Holy Spirit, it would certainly be peusly near it.

The church is "built together for a dwelling plack God in the

Spirit." The church is under the special care efltoly Spirit. The

eldership is under the direct supervision of théyH8pirit. And the

man who occupies the position of elder standsan télationship to
the Holy Spirit, whether or not that man recognites fact. It is a
dangerous, yes, a perilous, thing to occupy aipasithich is under
the direct jurisdiction of the Holy Spirit, and die same time not
recognize His jurisdiction.

Surely, then, it could never be that any elder oharch would say
that the Holy Spirit has not made him an oversééneflock.

Very well, then, brethren, elders of the churclassthe word of God
says that "the Holy Spirit has made you overseed®" you
recognize that fact? Do you constantly live andkniarthe presence
of that solemn and thrice-blessed fact? Do you pnayhe Holy
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Spirit? Do you recognize the Holy Spirit in . . vepsee the flock
with eyes anointed with the Holy Spirit? Do youétethe church of
God, which He has purchased with His own blood'ydo feed the
church with the Bread which came down from heavermugh the
power and presence of the Holy Spirit?

Elders of the churches, wherever you are, whoewearare, never
forget that the word of God says that "the Holyri§pias made you
overseers" of the flock of God. Acknowledge it. @au Live in the
presence of it. Receive that word; receive théntexipressed in that
word; and receive the Holy Spirit, which has give word in
which is expressed the truth that "the Holy Spivdts made you
overseers."

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the KdSpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."
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Chapter 12
The Holy Spirit Received by Faith

When Paul and his company had sailed away from ti]eby
Coos, and Rhodes, and Patara, and had come to fhere, they
found disciples, and remained with them a week. Ahdse
disciples "told Paul through the Spirit not to go 1 Jerusalem"
(Acts 21:4).

When they had gone from Tyre, and had met the tethat
Ptolemais and stayed with them one day, they cam€atsarea,
where they tarried many days. While they were as®&ea, there
came from Judea a prophet, who took Paul's beit, laimding his
own hands and feet, said, "Thus says the Holy tSff8o shall the
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns thisdadtdeliver him
into the hands of the Gentiles."

After all this had come to pass, with many othersgitudes, Paul
was finally brought to Rome. At Rome he called thmeef of the
Jews together, and told them how it was that heldwsah brought
thither. "So when they had appointed him a day,y"@me to him
at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemastified of the
kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus tooth the
Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning tilemwng. And
some were persuaded by the things which were spa@ahsome
disbelieved. So when they did not agree among tekes, they
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departed after Paul had said one word: "The HolyitSgpoke
rightly through Isaiah the prophet,” etc. (ActsZB825).

Thus the book of Acts begins and ends with the moerdf the Holy
Spirit; and all the way between the beginning dredénd, the Holy
Spirit is recognized and received. He is constamfferred to; He is
ever and everywhere recognized as being presentiess,
counselor, and guide.

That was the time of the early rain. The book ofsAis the inspired
record of that time. It is the record of the workiof the Holy Spirit
in the time when He was recognized and allowedetgn: It was
written for our instruction. And now, in "the tinoé the latter rain,"
when again the Holy Spirit is to be recognized altowed to reign,
the book of Acts is especially present truth.

The message of God today is, "Receive the HolyitSpBut the
Holy Spirit is to be received only for service; piibr guidance into
a deeper, more thorough, and more stable experiemdg unto
sanctification: never for self-gratification. And this time the book
of Acts should be carefully, diligently, and revattg studied, that
we may know the way of the Spirit in His wonderfedrking.

Have you received the Holy Spirit since you belaé¢f not, why?

He is freely given; you are urged by the Lord toeige Him; why
do you not receive the Holy Spirit, and be filledhwthe Spirit?
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Do you say that you do not know how? Do you know ho receive
the forgiveness of sins? If you do, you know howrégeive the
Holy Spirit. The Lord tells you to confess your simand that He is
faithful and just to forgive you. You confess yains, accept His
forgiveness, and then thank Him for it. You knowyare forgiven,
for He says so.

Do you know how to receive the righteousness of ZGlbdo, you
know how to receive the Holy Spirit. Righteousnissthe free gift
of God, and is received by believing God. It iseiged by faith. So,
also, is the promise of the Spirit received bytfaithe Holy Spirit is
received precisely as any other gift is receivedifiGod.

He tells you, Ask for the Holy Spirit, and He shiadl given you. "if
we ask anything according to His will, He hearsArsd if we know
that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know thathawee the
petitions that we have asked of Him" (1 John 51H),

Ask for the Spirit: by so doing, you ask accordiadHis will. Then,
having asked, you know you have received, becalwsedys so.
Then thank Him, and continue to thank Him, that j)awe received
the Holy Spirit. How you may feel has nothing towdith it. It is not
how you feel; it is what He says.

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Mdpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."
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Chapter 13
Unlessthe Holy Spirit is Recelved
Editorial: " Unlessthe Holy Spirit isReceived ..."

There is a difference between "the gift of the HS8[irit" and "the
gifts of the Holy Spirit;" between the gift of ti&pirit and the gifts
of the Spirit.

The gift of the Holy Spirit is the gift of His Sigibestowed by the
Lord upon those who believe and are baptized imidmae.

The qifts of the Holy Spirit are certain powers aogerations
imparted by the Holy Spirit Himself to those whovbaeceived the
gift of the Holy Spirit.

Plainly enough, the gifts of the Holy Spirit can imanifested only
in those who have received the gift of the Holyr&pi

All the gifts of the Spirit-wisdom, knowledge, fajt healing,
miracles, prophecy, teaching, discerning of spiritengues,
interpretation of tongues, helps, governments-lgelonthe church
now.

The Lord longs to see all these gifts and powersif@sted in the
church now. Many people, also, long to see all ghegfts
manifested in the church now: some, indeed, déisisemore out of
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curiosity, or to benefit themselves, than for amghelse; yet they
do desire to see it.

But how can there be manifestations of the Spinéere there is not
the Spirit? How can the gifts of the Spirit be impd, where the gift
of the Spirit has not been allowed to be bestowsal® can the gifts
of the Holy Spirit be manifested where the giftloé Holy Spirit has
not been received?

How can the church have the gifts of the Spiritijchlbelong in the
church, until the church has first received the gfifthe Spirit? And
since the church is but the collection of the indlinals who belong
to the church, how can the church receive theadithe Holy Spirit
until the individuals who compose the church haaeeived the gift
of the Holy Spirit?

Then is it not perfectly plain that, of all thinghie one essential
thing-first, last, and all the time-is that eachd avery individual
member of the church receive the Holy Spirit?

And now the Lord has sent, and is sending, to ladl ¢thurch

throughout the whole land, the gracious essentedsage, "Receive
the Holy Spirit." O, who can fail to respond to tgeacious call?

"Ask the Lord for rain in the time of the latteima(Zech. 10:1). Let

every soul ask.

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the KdSpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."
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Editorial: " Giftsto Each One Individually"
The gift of the Holy Spirit is to all believers led.

The qifts of the Holy Spirit are diverse, "to eamie individually as
He wills."

For in the qifts of the Holy Spirit, "for to one given the word of
wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word afowledge
through the same Spirit, to another faith by thenesaSpirit, to
another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, tother the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another drsogrof spirits, to
another different kinds of tongues, to another ititerpretation of
tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all eh#sngs,
distributing to each one individually as He will[@'Cor. 12:8-11).

But how can the Spirit in His gifts distribute tcach one
individually, unless each one individually has tfirecognized and
received the gift of the Spirit?

And as the Spirit cannot in His gifts divide to lkeame individually,
unless men individually recognize and receive ftifteod the Spirit,
it is clear that both in the gift of the Spirit amd the gifts of the
Spirit, it is altogether an individual matter.
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The Holy Spirit is never poured out on companieseet as He is
poured out upon individuals in the companies.

The Spirit was poured out upon the whole compangrenthan

once, as recorded in the book of Acts; but this ardg because He
was poured out upon each individual in the compaGgch

individual was ready to receive the Spirit; andnigepoured in His
fullness upon each individual in the company, ia tlature of the
case He was poured out upon the whole company.

If in a company of people there were one person wias not
prepared to receive the Holy Spirit, and the Spwatre poured out
upon that company, in that case the Spirit wouldb®opoured upon
that individual.

The Spirit could be poured upon the company, oglpding poured
upon the individuals of the company, and could matenly so far
as the individuals were ready to receive Him.

Since, then, the receiving of the gift of the H&8pirit is altogether
an individual matter, and as it lies altogethemieetn the individual
and the Lord, it is plain that the gift of the Ho8pirit can be
received by the individual just where the indivitlisa whenever the
individual is ready. For on the Lord's part tha gffree. And "now
Is the accepted time."

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Kd&Spirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."
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Chapter 14
To Bring the New Creation to Perfection

It must never for a moment be forgotten that treagobject of the
gift of the Holy Spirit is the perfecting of thecegver of the qift.

Whosoever receives, or would receive, the gifthef Holy Spirit,
frustrates the very purpose of the gift unless éleetres in Christian
perfection, and unless he expects the Holy Smrlring him unto
perfection.

This is taught and illustrated in the very firstapker in the Bible:
"In the beginning God created the heavens anddh@.elThe earth
was without form, and void; and darkness was onfélce of the
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over theef of the
waters" (Gen. 1:1, 2).

The word here translated "moved" signifies "to lofcaver" and
fructify. Thus when the unformed mass had beentededt was the
Spirit of God which, through the spoken word of (Getaped the
earth, clothed it with beauty and fruitfulness, amebught it to
perfection.

Except for this gift of the Spirit to move upon tha&d and formless
earth, and except for the further word of God amadistration of the
Spirit of God, the earth would forever have remdimathout form
and void. The object of its creation would haverbeterly missed.
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The only object in the creation of the earth waat th should be
brought to perfection. When it had been createel,Spirit of God
was given to move upon it. And the object of thestowal of the
Spirit was that the earth, by the ministration leé Spirit, should be
brought to perfection. And so this object was aqashed.

Now "we are His workmanship, created in Christ defaar good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we showddk in
them" (Eph. 2:10).

But though we are thus created unto the good wofk&od, yet
when we have been so created, so far as the teahizd these good
works in action, our lives are as formless and \asdvas the earth
when it was first created.

And unless the Spirit of God can come upon this kesation, to

brood over it and fructify it with the power of Godnless the
further word of God, and the ministration of tharBmf God, shall

come into the life, this new creation must foren@main as formless
and void as, without it, would have remained thginal creation.

Such, however, is not the object in this creatms it was not the
object of the original creation. The object in thesy creation is that
it shall be brought to perfection, as certainlyas the object in the
original creation. And this can be done only by g of the Spirit
of God, and the further word, and ministrationled Spirit, of God.
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Therefore, every believer must constantly hold gtrén in view.
He must never be satisfied one moment with anytlshgrt of
perfection. He must never forget that only thighe object of his
having been created new in Christ Jesus. And he nayer forget
that this object can be accomplished only by thevgroand
ministration of the Holy Spirit through the word Gbd.

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the KdSpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."
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Chapter 15
The Spirit is Bestowed; the Giftsare Imparted
Editorial: " The Spirit isBestowed; the Gifts are | mparted"

THE object of the gift of the Holy Spirit is the ghecting of the
receivers of the gift.

The means of perfecting the receiver of the gifthef Holy Spirit is
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

The gift of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit b@sted: the gifts of
the Holy Spirit are gifts imparted by the Holy Spithat has been
bestowed.

The qifts of the Spirit are, wisdom, knowledge,tHaihealing,
miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, tonguaterpretation of
tongues, teaching, exhortation, helping, governiegangelists,
pastors,-"distributing to each one individually ks wills" (1 Cor.
12:11).

The purpose in the impartation of these gifts isstdeclared: "He
Himself gave some to be apostles, some propheatse svangelists,
and some pastors and teachers, for the EQUIPPING
[PERFECTING] OF THE SAINTS" (Eph. 4:11, 12).
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When the object of the gift of the Holy Spirit iBet perfecting
[equipping] of the receivers of the gift, and whidn® means of
accomplishing this object is the gifts of the HdBpirit, it is

perfectly plain that both the gift and the giftstb&é Holy Spirit are
not an end, but only means to an end; and that thedperfecting
[equipping] of the believers.

Then what must the one great thought of all whceh&eeived, the
gift of the Holy Spirit, and the impartation of tiggfts of the Holy
Spirit received?-Only perfection, perfection, PERHEON,-
nothing but perfection in Christ Jesus.

Therefore in this "time of the latter rain," in $hday of the giving of
the Holy Spirit, in this time of the receiving dfe Holy Spirit, every
one who will set his whole heart, yield his whateught, to being
brought to perfection in Christ Jesus, and willreoder himself to
the working of the Holy Spirit, that the Spirit magcomplish God's
purpose upon him, can freely receive the fulnesb®Holy Spirit.

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Mdpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."

Editorial: " Agape Love, the Bond of Perfection”
THE "perfecting of the saints" is the object of dné& of the Holy

Spirit.
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If this is not held ever in view by the believdretpurpose of the gift
of the Spirit is frustrated.

The means of the "perfecting of the saints" aregifte of the Holy
Spirit; for He "gave gifts to men" "for the perfaa [equipping] of
the saints."

The point which marks the perfection of the belreigeove-perfect
love-the love of God; for "love. . . is the bond prfection” (Col.
3:14).

The point which betokens love, this perfect lovee tove of God,
this "bond of perfection," is the keeping of thercbnandments of
God; for "this is the love of God, that we keep Ellnmandments.”
And "love is the fulfilling of the law."

Therefore, as the keeping of the commandments dfiS&tove, and
love is the bond of perfection, then the keeping toe
commandments of God is the bond of perfection.

Then, as the keeping of the commandments of Galdeidoond of
perfection, and as perfection is the object of kbin gift and the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, it certainly follows thahe keeping of the
commandments of God is the great object of the afifthe Holy
Spirit.

Anybody, then, who does not have in view the kegpuh the
commandments of God, misses the purpose of theibhagiying the
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Holy Spirit, and frustrate the object of the Holgii® even though
He is given.

The keeping of the commandments of God is the cetapl
manifestation, in the individual, of the perfectlwif God. Anyone,
then, who would think of receiving the Holy Spifdar any other
purpose than to manifest the perfect will of Goaollld not receive
the Holy Spirit. And anyone, having received th& gf the Holy
Spirit, who would use the gift for any other purpdban to manifest
the perfect will of God, could not retain the H&8pirit.

Do you want the perfect will of God manifested iou® Do you
want, are you willing, to keep the commandmentssofl? Then

"receive the Holy Spirit."

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the KdSpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit."
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Chapter 16
The Greatest Gift: Keeping the Commandments

We are commanded to "desire spiritual gifts" (1.Cat:1), and to
"earnestly desire the best gifts" (1 Cor. 12:31).

These spiritual gifts are the gifts of the Holy @piwhich are
imparted by the Spirit to those who have receivedHoly Spirit.

The sole object of these gifts is the perfectinghef of the saints,-
the bringing to perfection the believers in Jesus.

Christian perfection is manifested in "love, whishthe bond of
perfection” (Col. 3:14). This is the love [agap&]God; "for this is
the love of God, that we keep his commandmentdb(ih 5:3).

So entirely is it true that love is the sole objetthe gifts of the
Holy Spirit, that though | had the gift of tonguessuch measure
that | could "speak with the tongues of men andrajels, but have
not love, | have become sounding brass or a clgngymbal” (1

Cor. 13:1). And this is the love of God, "for thssthe love of God,
that we keep his commandments."

So entirely is it true that love is the sole objetthe gifts of the
Holy Spirit, that "though | have the gift of propdye and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though | halV&aith, so that |
could remove mountains, but have not love, | anhingt' (v. 2).
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And this is the love of God:; "for this is the loe¢ God, that we
keep his commandments."

So entirely is it true that the sole object of thits of the Spirit is
love, that though | had these gifts in such meashaé | were to
"bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and thougiké my body to
be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothifwg 3). And this
is the love of God; "for this is the love of Godhat keep his
commandments.”

Thus is it entirely true, and the evidence is oveximing, that the
keeping of the commandments of God is the solecblojethe gifts
of the Holy Spirit. And thus it is demonstratedttifae keeping of
the commandments of God is the greatest gift thatmossibly be
bestowed upon men.

Do you desire to keep the commandments of God®dufdo, then
earnestly "desire spiritual gifts;" for without #® you never can
become a true keeper of the commandments of God.

Do you desire really to keep the commandments af”Adbyou do,
then "earnestly desire the best gifts;" for only the gifts of the

Spirit can you ever be a keeper of the commandments

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Mdpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit." "Earnestly desire the befts."
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Chapter 17
Perfecting Those Who Kegp the Commandments
Editorial: " Going on to Perfection"
Perfection is the only goal of any believer in 3esu

It is the only thing set before anybody by Jesashke said, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which tseiaven is perfect.”
Matt. 5:48.

Therefore, the divine exhortation to every believedesus is, "Let
us go on to perfection." And the only responsehts that is given
for Christians, and the only response any Christan give, is,
"This will we do if God permits" (Heb. 6:1, 3).

But nobody can attain to perfection without thetgyibf the Holy

Spirit; for these are given "for the perfecting gaping] of the

saints," and "till we all come to the unity of tifeath and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect manht measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Eph. 4:13):1

And nobody can have the gifts of the Holy Spirihonrhas not first
received the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, without the qift of the Holy Spirit, reliever in Jesus
can reach the only goal that is set before himhieylLiord.
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Therefore, every believer in Jesus must receivayithief the Holy
Spirit. Accordingly, it is the all-important questi for every
minister to ask every believer, "Did you receive tHoly Spirit
when you believed?" (Acts 19:2).

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Mdpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit." "Earnestly desire the bagtts." And "go on
to perfection."

Editorial: " Those Who Keep the Commandments of God"

So entirely is it true that the sole purpose of difes of the Holy
Spirit is to bring to perfection the believers egsds, that when this
shall be accomplished, these gifts will "cease" 'dddone away."

Love is the bond of perfection. And as it is troattthough a person
were to have all the gifts, and yet had not loveyauld profit him
nothing, this of itself shows that perfection irethelievers is the
object of the gifts.

This Is also shown in the fact that "love neveisfaBut whether
there are prophecies, they will fail; whether thare tongues, they
will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will isn away."
Prophecies, tongues, knowledge, and the other ajiftsall given to
bring us to love; but when they have brought umte, they "fail,"
"cease," and "vanish away."
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"For we know in part and we prophesy in part. Baew that which
is perfect has come, then that which is in part b&l done away."
Even by the gift of knowledge, we know only in pantil we attain
to that which is perfect. But when that which isfeet is come, we
shall then know fully; we shall know even as we &rewn.

Therefore the gift of knowledge, like all the otlugfts, is given only
as a means of bringing us to perfection,-to brisgaulove, the bond
of perfection.

"For this is the love of God, that we keep His ccamaiments.”
Therefore the object of all the gifts of the Spistto bring the
believers to the keeping of the commandments of. Godl this
shows that the greatest gift that can be bestowsxuh umen, the
greatest thing that can be done for them, by thel,Liz to bring
them to the keeping of the commandments of God.

This is the third angel's message; for "here apsdhwho keep the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus" (R&1.2).

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Mdpirit." "Be

filled with the Spirit." "Desire spiritual gifts."Earnestly desire the
best gifts."
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Chapter 18
Desire Spiritual Gifts
"Desire spiritual gifts." Do you? If not, why?

Surely this is as plain an injunction as therenighe Bible. Why,
then, should you not obey it?

Perhaps you will say that you have long desireset® spiritual gifts
manifested in the church, and have even wonderedtindy were
not.

But that is not what the Scripture says; it doe$ smy, Desire
spiritual gifts manifested in the church; but, "Desspiritual gifts;"
that is, Desire them manifested in yourself.

"Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before Ggom. 14:22).
Suppose you should see all the gifts manifestetthenchurch, and
yet none of them be manifested in yourself, whaidgoould that
do? You could even see all this, and yet be logtsadf. Do you not
know that thousands, yes, the whole world, will sflehese gifts
manifested in the church, and yet it will do themngood!

No; this is an individual matter. True, the gifte 40 be manifested
in the church; but this can be only by their beimgnifested in each
individual member of the church. The gifts are ded "to every
man severally."
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Are you a member of the church? Do you belong ® ldbdy of
Christ? Do you believe in Jesus? Then you are soa@&at the gifts
of the Spirit will be manifested in yourself. Ifishis not so with
yourself, you cannot be ready to meet the Lord.

Yet to "desire spiritual gifts" is only a part dfet injunction,-the
subordinate part, too. The whole of it is, "Purtmes, AND desire
spiritual gifts” (1 Cor. 14:1).

To desire spiritual gifts is altogether proper. Yetdo this without
love's being held solely in view, would be altogetlain; because
though we had all the gifts, and yet had not lotvejould profit us

nothing, and we would be nothing.

Then as the only true way to desire spiritual gdgtso desire them
upon yourself, and as the only proper connectiowhich to desire
them is to follow after love and desire them, itdars that you must
follow after love yourself, and desire spirituaftgimanifested upon
yourself in order that you may attain that thingeafwhich you are
following.

And the love after which you are to follow is theonol of
perfectness, it is the love of God. And as "thishis love of God,
that we keep his commandments," then it is ceriad the thing
after which we are to follow while we are desirsritual gifts, is
the keeping of the commandments of God. And theikeeof the
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commandments of God and the faith of Jesus ishhid angel's
message.

There can be no true keeping of the commandmer@odfwithout
love; there can be no true love without spiritudidsg there can be
no spiritual gifts without the gift of the Holy 3t therefore
without the gift of the Holy Spirit, there can be tiue third angel's
message.

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Kdpirit." "Be
filled with the Spirit." "Desire spiritual gifts."
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Chapter 19
Do Not Grievethe Holy Spirit

For more than a year the Lord has been sendingggébple the
definite message, "Receive the Holy Spirit."

Thus the attention of a whole people, all roundeéheth, has been
directed to this one definite call of God,-to thise great blessing of
receiving the Holy Spirit.

Has it occurred to you to inquire as to just whas$ tmeans? If not,
please read this scripture, and think: "Grieve thetHoly Spirit of

God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redempi{(Eph.

4:30).

As it is by the Holy Spirit that the people of Galist be sealed, and
as God is especially calling upon all His peopledceive the Holy
Spirit, then does not this plainly show that we ao&v, in the time
of the sealing of God's people?

If this is not plain to you, why so? Since the abjef the Holy Spirit
is to seal; till the day of redemption, those wlegaive Him; and
now, for more than a year, God is calling uponHiB people to
receive the Holy Spirit, do you expect this callgo on forever
without the object of the Holy Spirit being accompkd,-the
sealing of those who receive Him? Do you expecictikto receive
the Holy Spirit to go on forever, and expect thdyHspirit to abide
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forever with those who do receive Him, without th&pirit's
accomplishing the very object for which He is given

If you do not expect this, then since it is onlythg Holy Spirit that
the sealing is done, and since God is now, andokas for more
than a year, continuously calling to His peopladoeive the Holy
Spirit, is, it not perfectly plain that we are nawthe time of the
sealing of God's people? And if it should be tlh# ts not yet plain
to you, then is it not because you are not loolgtrgight in this
direction? or else because you have not yet artbydar eyes with
the "eye-salve, that thou mayest see"?

This will never do. No; God will not work foreveand do nothing.
God will not send a message forever without acc@niplg that
whereunto the message is sent. And as He is nowirgemis

message, "Receive ye the Holy Spirit;" and as tbkwf that Spirit
Is to seal the receivers thereof unto the day demption, it is
certain that now is the time in which, by the H&8pirit, God will

seal His people unto the day of redemption, whoghall other signs
also, is nigh at hand.

"Get ready, get ready, get ready." "Ask, and itlisba given you."

"Receive the Holy Spirit." "Be filled with" the "Iy Spirit of God,
whereby you are sealed to the day of redemption."

70



Chapter 20
The Spirit Seals Us for Redemption

"And there will be signs in the sun, in the moondan the stars;
and on the earth distress of nations, with perplekine sea and the
waves roaring" (Luke 21:25).

"Now when these things begin to happen, look up ldhdp your
heads, because your redemption draws near" (VA28).'when you
see all these things, know that it is near-at tha€l" (Matt. 24:33).

These things began to come to pass long ago; farsywe have
been telling the people that this is so. But now see all these
things.

When these things began to come to pass, whiclomgsago, then
redemption was drawing near. But now, when we dked¢hase
things, it is at the doors.

The day of redemption, therefore, is certainly natvhand. But
though this is so, though there is distress ofonati with perplexity;
though the nations are angry, and are ready tckdogth into the
time of trouble that will overwhelm all, yet theydaf redemption
cannot come "till the servants of our God" are esgal

For "I saw four angels standing at the four corngfrdhe earth,
holding the four winds of the earth, that the watuld not blow on
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the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. Then | saathar angel

ascending from the east, having the seal of thediGod. And he

cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whibwas granted to
harm the earth and the sea, saying, "Do not haenednth, the sea,
or the trees till we have sealed the servants of@ad on their

foreheads" (Rev. 7:1-3).

Then as certainly as "all these things" are now sse certainly is
the day of redemption at hand.

And as certainly as the day of redemption is adhan certainly is
the time of the sealing of God's people near atthbhacause these
must be sealed before that great day.

But it is "the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you asealed for the day
of redemption."

The Lord is now, and for more than a year has bespecially

calling His people to receive the Holy Spirit. Aad the work of the
Holy Spirit is to seal the receiver for the dayretlemption, this

demonstrates both that the day of redemption isaad and that
now is the time of the sealing of the servants ofi(Gecause the
sealing of the servants of God must precede thefisgdemption.

Thus every sign, both in the church and in the eiddstifies with a

loud voice that the day of redemption is at hamdi, that the time of
the sealing of the servants of God is also cestaihhand.
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But do you want to see this clearly stated on tiaethority? Here it
Is: "The time has come when all who work in Chsisties will have
the mark of God, in words, in spirit, in charactertheir honor of
Immanuel."-Testimony, Sept. 20, 1898.

God calls upon all to receive the Holy Spirit, besa by the Holy
Spirit "you are sealed for the day of redemptiand "the time has
come" for the servants of our God to be sealedhabthey "will
have the mark of God in words, in spirit, in chaeacin their honor
of Immanuel." Where stand you? How stand you?

"Get ready, get ready, get ready." "Ask, and it nd given to you."

"Receive the Holy Spirit." "Be filled with" "the Hyp Spirit of God,
by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption."
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Chapter 21
The Spirit Perfects Usfor Redemption

The message is advancing so rapidly that constatnthmg and
diligent attention are required to keep pace witiAnd sad it is for
the one who falls behind now, whether he is a laynoa&t one who
must bear the burden and responsibility of actmgublic capacity.
In order to stand, all must have a constant coasiear, indeed,
consecration, to be consecration, must be constant.

In 2 Chronicles 25:1, 2, we read that Amaziah retgfor twenty-

nine years in Jerusalem, and that during that timeedid what was
right in the sight of the Lord, but not with a |dyperfect] heart."

There are Amaziah's today, and they find it an eaajter so to
conduct themselves that men judge their acts gbt"m the sight of
the Lord," but God does not accept their servidee Tord is soon
coming. In that day only the "pure in heart" wikes God unto
salvation. Is there any one who knows these trahg,yet delays to
pray, from the very depths of his soul: "Search @e(God, and
know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; aed g there is
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way esérlg" (Ps.

139:23, 24)?

"The time has come when all who work in Christteed will have
the mark of God, in words, in spirit, in charactertheir honor of
Immanuel.”
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But God will never set His mark upon words that ao¢ true and
pure, nor upon a spirit that is not right. He wiver set His seal
upon a character that is not perfect, nor uponanohof Immanuel
which is not genuine.

God cannot put His seal upon anything that is ywraspect short of
perfection. Then as the time has come when all wdx in Christ's
lines will have the mark of God, this says that ave in the time
when God will bring to perfection all who work inh@st's lines.
Thank the Lord! What a precious promise! What aecing thought!

But without the Holy Spirit, no one can have thiark) because it is
only "the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were ss@lfor the day
of redemption”

Again: none can receive this mark who are in anytpshort of
perfection; and none can have the mark, withoutHlo& Spirit;

therefore, it is the work of the Holy Spirit now lboing to perfection
all who work in Christ's lines.

The Holy Spirit is now given without measure; ain tLord is
calling upon all to receive the Holy Spirit. The Id&pirit, when
given, is to impart gifts "to every man severally lae will." The
object of these gifts is the perfecting of the &iind this object
will be accomplished in bringing all "in the univy the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect ,ntanthe
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ."
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Therefore "receive the Holy Spirit,” and "covet rezstly the best
gifts,” that thus you may be brought to perfectiand may receive
the seal of God, in words, in spirit, in characserd in your honor of
Immanuel.

"In words;" because "Now we have received, not gpeit of the
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we migimow the
things that have been freely given to us by Godeséhthings we
also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teabhéesvhich the
Holy Spirit teaches" (1 Cor. 2:12, 13).

"In spirit;" because "if anyone does not have tpeiSof Christ, he
Is not His;" and if any man have the Spirit of Ghyrithis "is life
because of righteousness"” (Rom. 8:9, 10).

"In character;" because "the righteous requirenoéiihe law might
be fulfiled in us who do not walk according to tlikesh but
according to the Spirit" (Rom. 8:4); and "here trese who keep
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus/.(RE12).

"In their honor of Immanuel;" because they will n@orship the
beast or his image, neither will they receive hiarknin their
foreheads, or in their hands.

How good the Lord is, to give us his Holy Spirit boing us to
perfection, that we may have the mark of God indspin actions,
in character, in our honor of Immanuel; and so éalesd with the
seal of the living God!
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"Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lagud from
the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, thittweghlood of the
everlasting covenant, make you COMPLETE [PERFEQ@Tévery
good work to do His will, working in you what is Weleasing in
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glangyer and ever.
Amen" (Heb. 13:20, 21).

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Mdpirit." "Be
filled with" "the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you eve sealed for
the day of redemption." For behold "it is near,reaéthe doors."
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Chapter 22
The Mystery of God

It is written that "in the days of the soundingtbé seventh angel,
when he is about to sound, the mystery of God waeldinished"
(Rev. 10:7).

The mystery of God "is Christ in you, the hope @irg' (Col. 1:26,
27).

The finishing of the mystery of God, then, is theishing of the
work of "Christ in you."

The finishing of the work of Christ in you is thermging of you to
perfection in Christ Jesus.

And the bringing of you to perfection in Christ Ugsis by the
power of the Holy Spirit, "according to the workibg which He is
able even to subdue all things to Himself" (Phi213.

For the Holy Spirit is given, imparting His precggifts, expressly
"for the equipping of the saints, . . . till we abbme to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of Goda fperfect man,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness aisth(Eph. 4:12,
13).
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This is promised for "the days [prophetic days-ggaf the voice of
the seventh [trumpet] angel, when he shall begsotnd."

The seventh angel began to sound in 1844, has dmerding ever
since, and still continues to sound, and will yattmue to sound for
a long time, even until all woe shall have passenhfthe earth.

But it is not at the end of his sounding; it is tade in the years of
his sounding,-no, it is in the years when he dbadlin to sound,-that
the mystery of God, the work of Christ in you, s$hwe finished.

And as he has now been sounding fifty-four year&l [Years in
2015] with the mystery of God, the work of Christyou, not yet
finished, this shows that this work has been delaygut on the
Lord's part there is never any delay: now is alwtnes time with
Him. This delay is altogether on the part of Hi®ple. The Lord's
people have hesitated, and delayed to surrenderstiees fully to
be worked by the Holy Spirit into the complete ireagf the Lord
Jesus. Many have delayed to have Him even begimistery of
God, the work of Christ in them, much less finish i

This will never do. This must not be so any morewNs the time.
These are the days. The seventh angel is sountiregnations are
angry. The wrath of God is about to fall. It is th@e of the dead
and the living, when they shall be judged; and whienshall give
reward to the saints, and to the prophets, antddmtthat fear His
name, both small and great. It is the time wherkthgdoms of this
world are to become the kingdoms of our God andHisf Christ;
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and when He shall destroy them that corrupt ththefiRev. 11:15-
18). O, it is the time when the mystery of God dddue, yes, and
will be, finished!

And the finishing of this mystery is the perfectiofjthe believers,
even to the measure of the stature of the fulloé&hrist.

The mystery of godliness is "God was manifestethen flesh” (1
Tim. 3:16). And the finishing of this mystery si§as not only the
finishing of the work of God in the believer, saatithe believer
reflects only Christ,-all of God and none of sélit it signifies also
that this manifestation of God in the flesh will fr@shed, and that
He will be manifest only in the Spirit: and thigsifies the changing
of the believers from flesh to spirit; and thisrsfggs translation.
Thank the Lord!

And now is the time. We are in the days when theatery of God
will be finished, which means that we are in thgsdahen God will
prepare His people for translation, by bringing tasperfection
according to the measure of the stature of thendsB of Christ.
Bless the Lord!

What a precious promise, what a blessed prospgett,id,-that you
and | shall be perfect!-perfect according to Gams standard,-
perfect as Christ was perfect. Yes, and perfediass perfect; for
"we know that when He is revealed, we shall be kim, for we
shall see Him [not as He was-but] as He IS" (1 J&ii
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"The Lord will perfect that which concerns me" (R88:8). Bless
His name! It is He alone who must make any oneegérfAnd He
will "make you perfect in every good work to do khal, working
in you that which is well pleasing in His sightfhfough the blood
of the everlasting covenant," "through Jesus Chtstwhom be
glory forever and ever. Amen."

Who can hesitate and delay any longer to yield lupoaGod, that
He may make you perfect?

Do not think for a moment that it will take Himanlg time, as it has
taken you, and in vain. He does this work by cosatinot by

evolution. He does it, you cannot do it. He dodsyitHis word, not

you do it by your vain efforts. Read this:-

"While so many of our people have been hoveringuatite mystery
of faith and godliness, they could have solved thatter by
proclaiming, 'l know that Christ is my portion foer. His mercy,
His gentleness, has made me great.' " (Testimoapt. 20, 1898;
Ellen G. White, This Day With God, p.231)

Why not, then, solve this mystery of faith and goess just now,
when it is so easily and quickly solved? Why notGed finish His
mystery in you, according to His own purpose ini§thktesus? Why
not, just now, receive His Holy Spirit in all Higlhess and gracious
working, that He may perfect you to the measur¢hefstature of
the fullness of Christ? Why not?
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"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Mdpirit." "Be

filled with" "the Holy Spirit of God," by whose wking alone the
mystery of God can be finished in you, and "by whgou were
sealed for the day of redemption."

An Extra Sidelight on Colossians 1:26, 27

Ellen White makes many statements regarding theéenysf God,
which is "Christ in you, the hope of glory." In meg with the
theme of this article, three powerful comments@aeed below for
the readers further study.-Daniel Peters

"The incarnation of Jesus Christ, the divine sorGo, 'Christ in
you, the hope of glory,' is the great theme of dlespel. 'In Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Arelare complete
in Him." " Colossians 1:27; 2:9, 10. (Ellen G. WhitChristian
Experience and Teachings, p. 246)

" 'Christ in you, the hope of glory." A knowledgé this mystery
furnishes a key to every other. It opens to thd Huoa treasures of
the universe, the possibilities of infinite develognt." (Ellen G.
White, My Life Today, p. 301)

"A large number who claim to believe the preseathtr know not
what constitutes the faith that was once delivéoethe saints-Christ
in you the hope of glory. They think they are delieg the old
landmarks, but they are lukewarm and indifferefthe Ellen G.
White 1888 Materials, p. 403)
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Chapter 23
| mputed and | mparted Righteousness

"The time has come when all who work in Christteed will have
the mark of God, in words, in spirit, in charactertheir honor of
Immanuel.”

The man who was to set the mark of God upon thelpetvas
clothed with linen." And "the fine linen is the higgousness acts of
saints" (Rev. 19:8).

This mark, then, which he sets upon the peopléhasmark of the

righteousness, the character, of God, "even thetenyisness of God
which is by [the] faith of Jesus Christ to all amgon all them that
believe. For there is no difference" (Rom. 3:22).

This mark is set alone by means of the Spirit ol G&or the law of

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me freen the law of

sin and death. . . . that the righteous requirerottite law might be
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the$h but according
to the Spirit" (Rom. 8:2, 4).

Again: "Christ has redeemed us from the curse efidlwv, . . . that
the blessing of Abraham might come upon the GeniieChrist
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of that3prough faith"
(Gal. 3:13, 14).
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The blessing of Abraham is the righteousness of .Gbde
righteousness of God comes only by faith. And witdrad come to
Abraham, he then received the sign of circumcisafiseal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had" (Rom. %:11

True circumcision is "that of the heart, in the répi(Rom. 2:29).
Accordingly, the gift of the Holy Spirit is the deaf the
righteousness of the faith which we have. He is ghal of the
righteousness of God imputed to us by faith befare are
circumcised, and also the seal of the righteousoke&od imparted
to us through faith after we have been circumcised.

"And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart . to love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all yosoul, that you
may live" (Deut. 30:6). To love God with all thedreand with all
the soul, is the bond of perfectness. It is theelo¥ God, which is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whilgiven to us.
And "this is the love of God, that we keep His coamaments."
And as all His commandments are righteousnes)eakdeping of
His commandments is the manifestation of the lov&aod in the
life; and as this love of God is shed abroad inlileeby the Holy
Spirit, this is the righteousness of the law, whigHulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.

Thus, as the Holy Spirit is the seal of righteowssnat is only by
means of the Holy Spirit of God that the mark ofdGman be put
upon us in our words, actions, and characters, un lmnor of
Immanuel. And in truth it is indeed the Holy Spiat God "by
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whom you were sealed for the day of redemption'h(Ep30). And
"the time has come when all who work in Christe$ will have the
mark of God."

Have you the mark of God? Have you the seal ofitfilgeousness
of God? If not, why not? When the righteousnes&ofl is a free
gift to everybody, why do you not accept it? Yoweaefind any
difficulty in accepting a free gift that is bestavby a man: why
should you find any difficulty in accepting thise& gift bestowed
upon you by the Lord?

Accept then, in all its fullness, the righteousneg<sod which is

freely given. Then, upon this, receive the prommethe Spirit

through faith. Then still look to that Spirit andmend upon Him to
impart to you the righteousness of God, to peifegbu the work of
Christ and to seal you "for the day of redemption."

And the day of redemption is at the doors. Thisagain; for when
the man clothed in linen, with the writer's inkhdoy his side, was
commanded to "go through the midst of the city, and put a mark
on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry overtha

abominations that are done within it," to the osherho had the
destroying weapons in their hands it was said, d@er him through
the city and kill: . . . but do not come near anyy@m whom is the
mark; and begin at My sanctuary" (Eze. 9:1-6). ©hes with the
destroying weapons follow shortly, if not closehafter him" who

puts the mark of God. And as "the time has now cerhen the
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mark of God" is being set, it cannot be long em dnes with the
destroying weapons will pass through also.

Have you the righteousness of God imputed and it@gamwhich
God can seal by His Holy Spirit? It is a free gdtevery one who
believes.

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Kdpirit." "Be
filled with" "the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you &ve sealed for
the day of redemption."

Sealed

"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whoyou were
sealed for the day of redemption" (Eph. 4:30). Wiaagthing is
sealed, it is made secure; and God by His Holyit3pinow sealing
hearts for eternity. Will you let the Holy SpiribdHis work in you?
Let him, let him!
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Chapter 24
Baptized by the Spirit into One Body

People receive the Spirit of God when they are ibagtwith the
Holy Spirit. They are by Him baptized into divinaity-the unity for
which Jesus prayed.

"For by one Spirit we were all baptized into onelpavhether Jews
or Greeks, whether slaves or free-and have all Ipegte to drink
into one Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:13). And this unity mne of both
individual and mutual helpfulness and dependence.

It is the unity of individual and mutual helpfulsesbecause the
Holy Spirit is given alone to fit us for servicend so it is written:

"The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because tloed has

anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor;hide sent Me to
heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to ¢aetives, And the
opening of the prison to those who are bound" (&ha1). And,

"God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy $m@nd with

power, who went about doing good and healing allb wtere

oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him" (At€38).

It is also the unity of individual and mutual dedence; because the
gifts of the Spirit are many, and are divided "taclk one
individually as He wills" (1 Cor. 12:11). Thesetgifare given "for
the edifying of the body of Christ," "which is tlsburch." Each qift
Is essential to the church. But as no one perssah#he gifts, each
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one is dependent upon all the others for the besnefiich each gift
imparts to the church.

Therefore it is written: "God has set the membeash one of them,
in the body just as He pleased. And if they weteoaé member,
where would the body be? But now indeed there amymmembers,
yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hdrtve no need of
you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have nednef you." No,

much rather, those members of the body which seebe tweaker
are necessary. And those members of the body wiecthink to be

less honorable, on these we bestow greater honwd;, @ur

unpresentable parts have greater modesty" (1 Qdt8123).

Just as the human body is composed of many meméedseach
member in its place is essential to the symmetrthefbody; and
just as each member of the human body, howevell simadlfeeble,

or however great and strong, is dependent on entegr member of
the body, in order to the proper action of the badyGod designed
it; so is the body of Christ-the church. And asemthe inspiration
of the Almighty," there is a divine unity in the rmnan body, so
under the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the inspwatiof the

Almighty, there is divine unity in the body of Cstj which is the
church.

Under the reign of the Holy Spirit, no member of thurch can say
of another, "I have no need of you;" even the hesmthot say to the
feet, "I have no need of you." How much less, tloam, any member
of the body say to another member, "I have no rdegbu.” For

88



"God composed the body, having given greater homdhat part
which lacks it, that there should be no schismhim bbody, but that
the members should have the same care for oneandtid if one
member suffers, all the members suffer with itifmne member is
honored, all the members rejoice with it" (1 Cd:.2U-26).

"Now you are the body of Christ, and members irdiraily" (v.

27). And Christ is now baptizing His people witletholy Spirit

into this divine unity of the church of Christ. Ttkathe Lord! Are
you baptized into this divine unity? or is thereision where you
are? Is Christ divided?-No, no! "By one Spirit werey all baptized
into one body," as certainly as we are baptizetl the Spirit at all.
Are you baptized with the Holy Spirit?

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Kdpirit." "Be

filled with" "the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you eve sealed for
the day of redemption.”
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Chapter 25
The Unity of the Spirit

While the great object of the gift, and the gifi€the Holy Spirit is
the perfection of the believers, yet this cannotabiained without
the unity of the believers.

For it is written of the gifts of the Spirit thahdy are "for the
equipping of the saints . . . till we all come ke tunity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a pénfean, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Chrisph( 4:12, 13).

This unity of the believers is the great longingGlirist, the one
great thing for which He prayed. "l do not pray tbese alone, but
also for those who will believe in Me through theiord; that they
all may be one;" "that they may be one;" "that timegy be made
perfect in one." (John 17:20-23).

He also indicates what is the character of thigyuriAs You,
Father, are in Me, and | in You, that they also rbayone in Us;"
"that they may be one, just as We are one: | imtlend You in Me,
that they may be made perfect in one." This unitthe believers is
the divine unity itself; for it is just "as" is thenity between the
divine Father and the divine Son.

But without the divine nature, how can divine ungéyer be found
among men? As they are naturally, men have noSgnet of unity,
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but the spirit of enmity. "The carnal mind is enynetgainst God."
And being enmity against God, it results in puttimmgn at enmity
with one another. And so men always and everywharxe drawn
lines, and built up walls of separation betweemtbelves,-national
lines, tribal lines, aristocratic lines, societynds, color lines,
sectarian lines, etc., etc., etc.

But Jesus Christ "is our peace, who has made bath and has
broken down the middle wall of separation, havibgleshed in His

flesh the enmity, . . . so as to create in Himsek new man from
the two, thus making peace, and that He might @them both

to God in one body through the cross, thereby muitto death the
enmity. And He came and preached peace to you véie afar off

and to those who were near. For through Him we batle access
by one Spirit to the Father" (Eph. 2:13-18).

The cross of Christ destroys the enmity against,@od also breaks
down all the lines of separation and walls of p@rti which, by the

working of this enmity, men have made between tledvaes; and

the "one Spirit" takes all these in whom the enntitys been
destroyed by beholding the cross of Christ, andidithem all in

"one body" in divine unity.

So unless men are partakers of the divine nathey;, tan never
enter into this divine unity which is the charadtc of the church
of Christ, and for which the Lord so earnestly gdyand without
the Holy Spirit of God, men cannot be partakerthefdivine nature.
For God being Spirit, and the Holy Spirit being Bpirit of God,
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He is of the divine nature; and whoever is partakkethe Holy
Spirit, is thereby partaker of the divine nature.

Thus it is alone the baptism of the Holy Spiritttikan bring the
disciples of Christ into that unity for which Heaged: "that they all
may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in; Yloat they also
may be one in Us" (John 17:21). Therefore it igten: "l will pray
the Father, and He will give you another Helpeat tHe may abide
with you forever-the Spirit of truth. . . . | wiiot leave you orphans;
| will come to you. . . . At that day you will knothat | am in My
Father, and you in Me, and I in you" (John 14:16-20

He who is partaker of the Holy Spirit, he who iptized with the
Holy Spirit, by that very fact is made acquaintedhwhe divine
unity of the Father and the Son; and is himselfngbinto that
divine unity. And this unity of the Spirit with tHeather and the Son
IS so precious that he would rather die than tedpmarated from it.
And all who know this unity of the Spirit are on@herever or
whoever they may be: they are one as the Fathethen&on are
one; because their fellowship of the Spirit is tekowship of the
Father and the Son. By one Spirit are they all ibagtinto one
body; and that body is the body of Christ, in whGmd-yes, all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily-dwells.

This is the unity of the true believers in Jesuet, Nhe unity that
ought to be; no, this is the unity that there isrgwhere among the
true believers in Jesus. It is divine unity. Ithe unity of the Spirit,
in the Spirit, with the Father and the Son.
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"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the Kdpirit." "Be
filled with" "the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you &ve sealed for
the day of redemption."
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Chapter 26
The Spirit Teaches Usthe Things of God

Of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said, "He will glorify Méor He will take
of what is Mine and declare it to you" (John 16:14)

To declare a thing is to call special attentionttdo point out its
attractions and its value.

This is what the Holy Spirit does to us with thengs of God. He
takes the things of God, and presents them to iew,\makes them
plain to our understanding.

This must needs be, because these great things &e beyond our
view and our comprehension that "eye has not se@near heard,
nor have entered into the heart of man the thingghvGod has
prepared for those who love Him" (1 Cor. 2:9).

But in His mercy and His gentleness, the Lord giakshese things
into the charge of the Spirit, to "declare" to U&r the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep things of Gb&qf. 2:10).

Nor is it only that He "searches all things," b 4 to declare to us
"all things;" for Jesus said, "All things that tRather has are Mine.
Therefore | said that He will take of Mine and deel it to you"
(John 16:15).
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All the wealth, all the glory, all the beauty, of the wonderful

things of God are free to us; nothing is kept badkat we might
know all these things, is one reason that the FBpvit is given.

These things are of eternal depth and infinite csapand only "the
eternal Spirit" can fully fathom them. "Even so owe knows the
things of God except the Spirit of God" (1 Cor.D:.ITherefore it is
He to whom it is given to declare them to us.

"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fatheal wend in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring tauyoemembrance
all things that | said to you" (John 14:26).

What a wonderful Teacher! What a wonderful schéoliniversity,
yes, the university, indeed. Have you entered thea? Have you
this wonderful Teacher?

"Ask, and it will be given to you." "Receive the BdGpirit." "For
everyone who asks receives." "Be filled with" "tHely Spirit of
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemt

For more than a year, in the demonstration and podvthe Spirit,

the message has been going to this people, "RedkaeHoly

Spirit." And what is His office?-"And do not grietke Holy Spirit

of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of ngateon.” The

day of redemption is right at hand. Would you b&led? Then now,
just now, surrender to the instrumentality thatl \@dcomplish this
result.
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