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Chapter 1
Esau Possessed Idumea and Jacob Canaan

1. After the death of lIsaac, his sons divided thkabitations
respectively; nor did they retain what they hadobef but Esau departed
from the city of Hebron, and left it to his brothand dwelt in Seir, and ruled
over Idumea. He called the country by that namenffomself, for he was
named Adom; which appellation he got on the follogvioccasion : - One
day returning from the toil of hunting very hung(it, was when he was a
child in age,) he lighted on his brother when hes \gatting ready lentile-
pottage for his dinner, which was of a very redocobn which account he
the more earnestly longed for it, and desired longite him some of it to
eat: but he made advantage of his brother's huagdrforced him to resign
up to him his birthright; and he, being pinchednwiatmine, resigned it up to
him, under an oath. Whence it came, that, on adcoluthe redness of this
pottage, he was, in way of jest, by his contempesaicalled Adom, for the
Hebrews call what is red Adom; and this was theeagmen to the country;
but the Greeks gave it a more agreeable pronuonjaind named it Idumea.

2. He became the father of five sons; of whom Jaod, Jalomus, and
Coreus, were by one wife, whose name was Alibambobthe rest, Aliphaz
was born to him by Ada, and Raguel by Basemmatth tlaiese were the sons
of Esau. Aliphaz had five legitimate sons; Thenfamer, Saphus, Gotham,
and Kanaz; for Amalek was not legitimate, but byoacubine, whose name
was Thamna. These dwelt in that part of Idumea lwisccalled Gebalitis,
and that denominated from Amalek, Amalekitis; fdurinea was a large
country, and did then preserve the name of the evhehile in its several
parts it kept the names of its peculiar inhabitants



Chapter 2
Joseph Was Envied By His Brethren

1. It happened that Jacob came to so great hagpasesarely any other
person had arrived at. He was richer than theak#ite inhabitants of that
country; and was at once envied and admired fdn sutuous sons, for they
were deficient in nothing, but were of great sodisth for laboring with
their hands and enduring of toil; and shrewd amsoriderstanding. And God
exercised such a providence over him, and suclheaofdnis happiness, as to
bring him the greatest blessings, even out of vapgeared to be the most
sorrowful condition; and to make him the cause wf forefathers' departure
out of Egypt, him and his posterity. The occasiamswhis : - When Jacob
had his son Joseph born to him by Rachel, his fédbved him above the rest
of his sons, both because of the beauty of his badg the virtues of his
mind, for he excelled the rest in prudence. Thisation of his father excited
the envy and the hatred of his brethren; as dil lails dreams which he saw,
and related to his father, and to them, which fadehis future happiness, it
being usual with mankind to envy their very neanedations such their
prosperity. Now the visions which Joseph saw inslegp were these : -

2. When they were in the middle of harvest, ané&p@bsvas sent by his
father, with his brethren, to gather the fruitsltd earth, he saw a vision in a
dream, but greatly exceeding the customary appeesahat come when we
are asleep; which, when he was got up, he tolddgtren, that they might
judge what it portended. He said, he saw the lagttnthat his wheat-sheaf
stood still in the place where he set it, but thair sheaves ran to bow down
to it, as servants bow down to their masters. Bus@n as they perceived
the vision foretold that he should obtain power great wealth, and that his
power should be in opposition to them, they gavamerpretation of it to
Joseph, as if the dream were not by them undestddhey prayed that no
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part of what they suspected to be its meaning neghte to pass; and they
bare a still greater hatred to him on that account.

3. But God, in opposition to their envy, sent aosecvision to Joseph,
which was much more wonderful than the former;ifaeemed to him that
the sun took with him the moon, and the rest ofdfaes, and came down to
the earth, and bowed down to him. He told the witm his father, and that,
as suspecting nothing of ill-will from his brethrewhen they were there
also, and desired him to interpret what it shoutghify. Now Jacob was
pleased with the dream: for, considering the ptexdicin his mind, and
shrewdly and wisely guessing at its meaning, haaeg at the great things
thereby signified, because it declared the futlappimess of his son; and
that, by the blessing of God, the time would comeemv he should be
honored, and thought worthy of worship by his ptseand brethren, as
guessing that the moon and sun were like his mahdrfather; the former,
as she that gave increase and nourishment toiradjsthand the latter, he that
gave form and other powers to them; and that s stere like his brethren,
since they were eleven in number, as were the gtatgeceive their power
from the sun and moon.

4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of this nisand that a shrewd
one also. But these interpretations caused veratggeief to Joseph's
brethren; and they were affected to him hereupoif s were a certain
stranger, that was to those good things which wayeified by the dreams
and not as one that was a brother, with whom it prabable they should be
joint-partakers; and as they had been partnerhi@énsame parentage, so
should they be of the same happiness. They alstvessto kill the lad; and
having fully ratified that intention of theirs, ason as their collection of the
fruits was over, they went to Shechem, which i®antry good for feeding
of cattle, and for pasturage; there they fed tHeaks, without acquainting
their father with their removal thither; whereupdw®e had melancholy
suspicions about them, as being ignorant of his'smondition, and receiving
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no messenger from the flocks that could inform lufrthe true state they
were in; so, because he was in great fear about, the sent Joseph to the
flocks, to learn the circumstances his brethrenewar and to bring him

word how they did.



Chapter 3

Joseph Was Thus Sold By His Brethren

1. Now these brethren rejoiced as soon as theylsawbrother coming
to them, not indeed as at the presence of a niadiore or as at the presence
of one sent by their father, but as at the presehe@ enemy, and one that
by Divine Providence was delivered into their hgnded they already
resolved to kill him, and not let slip the oppoirityrihat lay before them. But
when Reubel, the eldest of them, saw them thusodesh and that they had
agreed together to execute their purpose, he toigdstrain them, showing
them the heinous enterprise they were going atamat,the horrid nature of
it; that this action would appear wicked in thehsigf God, and impious
before men, even though they should kill one nizted to them; but much
more flagitious and detestable to appear to haaia gheir own brother, by
which act the father must be treated unjustly m ¢bn's slaughter, and the
mother (1) also be in perplexity while she lamehtt her son is taken away
from her, and this not in a natural way neither.n8centreated them to have
a regard to their own consciences, and wisely tosider what mischief
would betide them upon the death of so good a chihdl their youngest
brother; that they would also fear God, who wasadly both a spectator and
a witness of the designs they had against theithbrpthat he would love
them if they abstained from this act, and yielded repentance and
amendment; but in case they proceeded to do the &l sorts of
punishments would overtake them from God for thigdwer of their brother,
since they polluted his providence, which was ewshere present, and
which did not overlook what was done, either inaits or in cities; for
wheresoever a man is, there ought he to supposéstid is also. He told
them further, that their consciences would be teegmies, if they attempted
to go through so wicked an enterprise, which thay ever avoid, whether
it be a good conscience; or whether it be sucheaasithey will have within



them when once they have killed their brother. e added this besides to
what he had before said, that it was not a rigldebing to kill a brother,
though he had injured them; that it is a good thiimdorget the actions of
such near friends, even in things wherein they bsglem to have offended;
but that they were going to kill Joseph, who hadrbguilty of nothing that
was ill towards them, in whose case the infirmifyhes small age should
rather procure him mercy, and move them to unigetioer in the care of his
preservation. That the cause of killing him made #lat itself much worse,
while they determined to take him off out of enwyhes future prosperity, an
equal share of which they would naturally partakelevhe enjoyed it, since
they were to him not strangers, but the nearestiogls, for they might
reckon upon what God bestowed upon Joseph asoivairand that it was fit
for them to believe, that the anger of God would thuis cause be more
severe upon them, if they slew him who was judge@bd to be worthy of
that prosperity which was to be hoped for; and &hidy murdering him,
they made it impossible for God to bestow it upon.h

2. Reubel said these and many other things, andl ersieeaties to them,
and thereby endeavored to divert them from the eruod their brother. But
when he saw that his discourse had not mollifiegirttat all, and that they
made haste to do the fact, he advised them toialéethe wickedness they
were going about, in the manner of taking Josefphfafas he had exhorted
them first, when they were going to revenge theweselto be dissuaded
from doing it; so, since the sentence for killifgpit brother had prevailed,
he said that they would not, however, be so grogslity, if they would be
persuaded to follow his present advice, which wontdude what they were
SO eager about, but was not so very bad, buteindlistress they were in, of a
lighter nature. He begged of them, therefore, nokili their brother with
their own hands, but to cast him into the pit twas hard by, and so to let
him die; by which they would gain so much, thatyteeuld not defile their
own hands with his blood. To this the young menlitgaagreed; so Reubel
took the lad and tied him to a cord, and let hivd@ently into the pit, for it
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had no water at all in it; who, when he had done, thent his way to seek
for such pasturage as was fit for feeding his fbock

3. But Judas, being one of Jacob's sons also,gseeime Arabians, of
the posterity of Ismael, carrying spices and Symnames out of the land of
Gilead to the Egyptians, after Rubel was gone,sadVvhis brethren to draw
Joseph out of the pit, and sell him to the Arakidmsif he should die among
strangers a great way off, they should be freethfthis barbarous action.
This, therefore, was resolved on; so they drewplosg out of the pit, and
sold him to the merchants for twenty pounds (2) whs now seventeen
years old. But Reubel, coming in the night-timethe pit, resolved to save
Joseph, without the privity of his brethren; andewhupon his calling to
him, he made no answer, he was afraid that theydeattoyed him after he
was gone; of which he complained to his brethren;vihen they had told
him what they had done, Reubel left off his mougnin

4. When Joseph's brethren had done thus to him,dbesidered what
they should do to escape the suspicions of thdiwefaNow they had taken
away from Joseph the coat which he had on whenahedo them at the
time they let him down into the pit; so they thotigloper to tear that coat to
pieces, and to dip it into goats' blood, and tleeoarry it and show it to their
father, that he might believe he was destroyed il easts. And when they
had so done, they came to the old man, but thisilhathat had happened to
his son had already come to his knowledge. They dh&l that they had not
seen Joseph, nor knew what mishap had befallen hirhthat they had
found his coat bloody and torn to pieces, wheneg ttad a suspicion that he
had fallen among wild beasts, and so perishef@iaif was the coat he had on
when he came from home. Now Jacob had before setber Inopes that his
son was only made a captive; but now he laid asidenotion, and supposed
that this coat was an evident argument that he deel, for he well
remembered that this was the coat he had on wheseht him to his
brethren; so he hereafter lamented the lad as mead,dand as if he had been
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the father of no more than one, without taking eomnfort in the rest; and so
he was also affected with his misfortune before rhet with Joseph's
brethren, when he also conjectured that Josepldestsoyed by wild beasts.
He sat down also clothed in sackcloth and in hedfhgction, insomuch that

he found no ease when his sons comforted him,evedtidl his pains remit by
length of time.

Footnotes:

1. We may here observe, that in correspondence t@ldessecond dream,
which implied that his mother, who was then aliag,well as his father,
should come and bow down to him, Josephus repiesentnere as still
alive after she was dead, for the decorum of teamrthat foretold it, as
the interpretation of the dream does also in allampies, Genesis 37:10.

2. The Septuagint have twenty pieces of gold; theaesnt of Gad thirty;
the Hebrew and Samaritan twenty of silver; andvihlgar Latin thirty.
What was the true number and true sum cannot tirerebw be known.



Chapter 4

The Signal Chastity of Joseph

1. Now Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was chief cookkilmg Pharaoh,
bought Joseph of the merchants, who sold him ta Kemhad him in the
greatest honor, and taught him the learning thedine a free man, and gave
him leave to make use of a diet better than wasttatl to slaves. He
intrusted also the care of his house to him. Serleyed these advantages,
yet did not he leave that virtue which he had befopon such a change of
his condition; but he demonstrated that wisdom whke to govern the
uneasy passions of life, in such as have it intyeand do not only put it on
for a show, under a present state of prosperity.

2. For when his master's wife was fallen in loveahwinim, both on
account of his beauty of body, and his dexterousagament of affairs; and
supposed, that if she should make it known to Isime, could easily persuade
him to come and lie with her, and that he wouldklogon it as a piece of
happy fortune that his mistress should entreat Bmregarding that state of
slavery he was in, and not his moral characterclwliontinued after his
condition was changed. So she made known her nauggtiinations, and
spake to him about lying with her. However, he ¢tgd her entreaties, not
thinking it agreeable to religion to yield so far her, as to do what would
tend to the affront and injury of him that purchéhéem, and had vouchsafed
him so great honors. He, on the contrary, exhdrerdo govern that passion;
and laid before her the impossibility of her obtaghher desires, which he
thought might be conquered, if she had no hopaioteeding; and he said,
that as to himself, he would endure any thing wiextdefore he would be
persuaded to it; for although it was fit for a gaas he was, to do nothing
contrary to his mistress, he might well be excused case where the
contradiction was to such sort of commands onlyt Bis opposition of



Joseph, when she did not expect it, made hemsbite violent in her love to
him; and as she was sorely beset with this naugas$gion, so she resolved
to compass her design by a second attempit.

3. When, therefore, there was a public festival iognon, in which it
was the custom for women to come to the publicrsolgy; she pretended to
her husband that she was sick, as contriving aortpmty for solitude and
leisure, that she might entreat Joseph again. Wileigportunity being
obtained, she used more kind words to him thanrbgfind said that it had
been good for him to have yielded to her first@tdtion, and to have given
her no repulse, both because of the reverence dii@ tm bear to her dignity
who solicited him, and because of the vehemendeepfpassion, by which
she was forced though she were his mistress toesoedd beneath her
dignity; but that he may now, by taking more prudadvice, wipe off the
imputation of his former folly; for whether it werdnat he expected the
repetition of her solicitations she had now maded a@hat with greater
earnestness than before, for that she had pretesidedess on this very
account, and had preferred his conversation befoee festival and its
solemnity; or whether he opposed her former dissesjras not believing she
could be in earnest; she now gave him sufficientisgy, by thus repeating
her application, that she meant not in the leadtrdnyd to impose upon him;
and assured him, that if he complied with her difes, he might expect the
enjoyment of the advantages he already had; ahd ivere submissive to
her, he should have still greater advantages; bat he must look for
revenge and hatred from her, in case he rejectedidmres, and preferred
the reputation of chastity before his mistress;tifi@t he would gain nothing
by such procedure, because she would then becarecbiuser, and would
falsely pretend to her husband, that he had atenpér chastity; and that
Potiphar would hearken to her words rather thahisp let his be ever so
agreeable to the truth.

4. When the woman had said thus, and even withs teaher eyes,

10



neither did pity dissuade Joseph from his chagtiby,did fear compel him to
a compliance with her; but he opposed her solionat and did not yield to
her threatenings, and was afraid to do an ill themgd chose to undergo the
sharpest punishment rather than to enjoy his ptemdvantages, by doing
what his own conscience knew would justly deseimat he should die for it.
He also put her in mind that she was a married woraad that she ought to
cohabit with her husband only; and desired heutftesthese considerations
to have more weight with her than the short pleasfrlustful dalliance,
which would bring her to repentance afterwards, l@ause trouble to her,
and yet would not amend what had been done amessal$d suggested to
her the fear she would be in lest they should beglte and that the
advantage of concealment was uncertain, and thatwmle the wickedness
was not known [would there be any quiet for theijt that she might have
the enjoyment of her husband's company without @aryger. And he told
her, that in the company of her husband she migh¢ lyreat boldness from
a good conscience, both before God and before Regn.that she would act
better like his mistress, and make use of her aiyhover him better while
she persisted in her chastity, than when they Wweth ashamed for what
wickedness they had been guilty of; and that migh better to a life, well
and known to have been so, than upon the hopdweafdncealment of evil
practices.

5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried to agsthe violent passion
of the woman, and to reduce her affections witharules of reason; but she
grew more ungovernable and earnest in the matter;sance she despaired
of persuading him, she laid her hands upon him, fzamil a mind to force
him. But as soon as Joseph had got away from hggrakeaving also his
garment with her, for he left that to her, and Edput of her chamber, she
was greatly afraid lest he should discover her lezgd to her husband, and
greatly troubled at the affront he had offered har;she resolved to be
beforehand with him, and to accuse Joseph falseRatiphar, and by that
means to revenge herself on him for his pride amdeampt of her; and she
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thought it a wise thing in itself, and also becognmmwoman, thus to prevent
his accusation. Accordingly she sat sorrowful andconfusion, framing
herself so hypocritically and angrily, that therser, which was really for
her being disappointed of her lust, might appednador the attempt upon
her chastity; so that when her husband came homaewas disturbed at the
sight of her and inquired what was the cause ofdikerder she was in, she
began to accuse Joseph: and, "O husband," saidrshgst thou not live a
day longer if thou dost not punish the wicked sled® has desired to defile
thy bed; who has neither minded who he was whertah® to our house, so
as to behave himself with modesty; nor has he Ieiedful of what favors
he had received from thy bounty (as he must bergmnateful man indeed,
unless he, in every respect, carry himself in ameamagreeable to us): this
man, | say, laid a private design to abuse thy vafed this at the time of a
festival, observing when thou wouldst be absentthab it now is clear that
his modesty, as it appeared to be formerly, wag batause of the restraint
he was in out of fear of thee, but that he wasreally of a good disposition.
This has been occasioned by his being advanceortortbeyond what he
deserved, and what he hoped for; insomuch thaibheleded, that he who
was deemed fit to be trusted with thy estate ared gbvernment of thy
family, and was preferred above thy eldest seryamight be allowed to
touch thy wife also." Thus when she had ended smodrse, she showed
him his garment, as if he then left it with her whee attempted to force her.
But Potiphar not being able to disbelieve whatwife's tears showed, and
what his wife said, and what he saw himself, anddseduced by his love
to his wife, did not set himself about the examorabf the truth; but taking
it for granted that his wife was a modest woman, eondemning Joseph as
a wicked man, he threw him into the malefactorssgor; and had a still
higher opinion of his wife, and bare her withesst tthe was a woman of a
becoming modesty and chastity.
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Chapter 5

What Things Befell Joseph in Prison

1. Now Joseph, commending all his affairs to Godi, ot betake
himself to make his defense, nor to give an accoohtthe exact
circumstances of the fact, but silently underwdret bonds and the distress
he was in, firmly believing that God, who knew tteuse of his affliction,
and the truth of the fact, would be more powerart those that inflicted the
punishments upon him : - a proof of whose providehe quickly received,;
for the keeper of the prison taking notice of rasecand fidelity in the affairs
he had set him about, and the dignity of his cauartee, relaxed his bonds,
and thereby made his heavy calamity lighter, andensoipportable to him.
He also permitted him to make use of a diet beftan that of the rest of the
prisoners. Now, as his fellow prisoners, when thnard labors were over,
fell to discoursing one among another, as is usuatuch as are equal
sufferers, and to inquire one of another what wee occasions of their
being condemned to a prison: among them the kowgbearer, and one that
had been respected by him, was put in bonds, updkihg's anger at him.
This man was under the same bonds with Josephgiavd more familiar
with him; and upon his observing that Joseph hbadtier understanding than
the rest had, he told him of a dream he had, asuleiehe would interpret its
meaning, complaining that, besides the afflictitmes underwent from the
king, God did also add to him trouble from his dansa

2. He therefore said, that in his sleep he sawetlafasters of grapes
hanging upon three branches of a vine, large alremt ripe for gathering;
and that he squeezed them into a cup which the kg in his hand; and
when he had strained the wine, he gave it to thg kb drink, and that he
received it from him with a pleasant countenandes,The said, was what he
saw; and he desired Joseph, that if he had anyopast understanding in
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such matters, he would tell him what this visioretold. Who bid him be of
good cheer, and expect to be loosed from his bamdbree days' time,
because the king desired his service, and was aboestore him to it again;
for he let him know that God bestows the fruit bé tvine upon men for
good; which wine is poured out to him, and is thedge of fidelity and
mutual confidence among men; and puts an end todbarrels, takes away
passion and grief out of the minds of them that wisand makes them
cheerful. "Thou sayest that thou didst squeezewimg from three clusters
of grapes with thine hands, and that the king keskiit: know, therefore,
that this vision is for thy good, and foretells elease from thy present
distress within the same number of days as thechemnhad whence thou
gatheredst thy grapes in thy sleep. However, remeeminat prosperity |
have foretold thee when thou hast found it truexgyerience; and when thou
art in authority, do not overlook us in this prisevherein thou wilt leave us
when thou art gone to the place we have foretoidiwe are not in prison for
any crime; but for the sake of our virtue and setgrare we condemned to
suffer the penalty of malefactors, and because neenat willing to injure
him that has thus distressed us, though it were@wrown pleasure." The
cupbearer, therefore, as was natural to do, rejoitee hear such an
interpretation of his dream, and waited the connphedf what had been thus
shown him beforehand.

3. But another servant there was of the king, who been chief baker,
and was now bound in prison with the cupbearerlbe was in good hope,
upon Joseph's interpretation of the other's visfonhe had seen a dream
also; so he desired that Joseph would tell him whnatvisions he had seen
the night before might mean. They were these thiédv: - "Methought,"
says he, "l carried three baskets upon my headwere full of loaves, and
the third full of sweetmeats and other eatableshsas are prepared for
kings; but that the fowls came flying, and eat thelhup, and had no regard
to my attempt to drive them away." And he expecetguediction like to that
of the cupbearer. But Joseph, considering and naagabout the dream,
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said to him, that he would willingly be an interfmeof good events to him,
and not of such as his dream denounced to himhdubld him that he had
only three days in all to live, for that the [thydmskets signify, that on the
third day he should be crucified, and devoured dwlg$, while he was not
able to help himself. Now both these dreams hadainee several events that
Joseph foretold they should have, and this to teghparties; for on the third
day before mentioned, when the king solemnizedntk-day, he crucified
the chief baker, but set the butler free from liads, and restored him to his
former ministration.

4. But God freed Joseph from his confinement, dfeehad endured his
bonds two years, and had received no assistancetifr® cupbearer, who did
not remember what he had said to him formerly; &utl contrived this
method of deliverance for him. Pharaoh the king baén in his sleep the
same evening two visions; and after them had therpretations of them
both given him. He had forgotten the latter, butaireed the dreams
themselves. Being therefore troubled at what he desh, for it seemed to
him to be all of a melancholy nature, the next ti@ycalled together the
wisest men among the Egyptians, desiring to leawmf them the
interpretation of his dreams. But when they hesttadbout them, the king
was so much the more disturbed. And now it wastti@memory of Joseph,
and his skill in dreams, came into the mind of kivey's cupbearer, when he
saw the confusion that Pharaoh was in; so he camhengntioned Joseph to
him, as also the vision he had seen in prisonhawdthe event proved as he
had said; as also that the chief baker was crudcdiethe very same day; and
that this also happened to him according to therpmétation of Joseph. That
Joseph himself was laid in bonds by Potiphar, wias Wws head cook, as a
slave; but, he said, he was one of the noblesh@fstock of the Hebrews;
and said further, his father lived in great splendd, therefore, thou wilt
send for him, and not despise him on the scorasofmisfortunes, thou wilt
learn what thy dreams signify." So the king comnezhdhat they should
bring Joseph into his presence; and those whouwetdéhe command came
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and brought him with them, having taken care ofHabit, that it might be
decent, as the king had enjoined them to do.

5. But the king took him by the hand; and, "O youmngn," says he, "for
my servant bears witness that thou art at presenbést and most skillful
person | can consult with; vouchsafe me the samwr$awhich thou
bestowedst on this servant of mine, and tell met\welkants they are which
the visions of my dreams foreshow; and | desire tioesuppress nothing out
of fear, nor to flatter me with lying words, or witvhat may please me,
although the truth should be of a melancholy natéier it seemed to me
that, as | walked by the river, | saw kine fat aredly large, seven in number,
going from the river to the marshes; and other kihthe same number like
them, met them out of the marshes, exceeding lednllafavored, which ate
up the fat and the large kine, and yet were neaeb#tan before, and not less
miserably pinched with famine. After | had seers tiision, | awaked out of
my sleep; and being in disorder, and considerinth wmyself what this
appearance should be, | fell asleep again, ancasather dream, much more
wonderful than the foregoing, which still did matright and disturb me: -
| saw seven ears of corn growing out of one roavjirg their heads borne
down by the weight of the grains, and bending dowih the fruit, which
was now ripe and fit for reaping; and near thesaw seven other ears of
corn, meager and weak, for want of rain, which tieleating and consuming
those that were fit for reaping, and put me intagiastonishment."

6. To which Joseph replied: - "This dream," said '@ king, although
seen under two forms, signifies one and the sareatenf things; for when
thou sawest the fat kine, which is an animal maatetlie plough and for
labor, devoured by the worser kine, and the earsoof eaten up by the
smaller ears, they foretell a famine, and wantefftuits of the earth for the
same number of years, and equal with those whemptBggs in a happy
state; and this so far, that the plenty of theses/avill be spent in the same
number of years of scarcity, and that scarcityadassary provisions will be
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very difficult to be corrected; as a sign wherdbg ill-favored kine, when
they had devoured the better sort, could not besfieamt. But still God
foreshows what is to come upon men, not to grieeent but that, when they
know it beforehand, they may by prudence make tlieah experience of
what is foretold the more tolerable. If thou, tHere, carefully dispose of the
plentiful crops which will come in the former yeatBou wilt procure that
the future calamity will not be felt by the Egypt&"

7. Hereupon the king wondered at the discretionwaisdom of Joseph;
and asked him by what means he might so disperséotagoing plentiful
crops in the happy years, as to make the miseraioles more tolerable.
Joseph then added this his advice: To spare thé gaps, and not permit
the Egyptians to spend them luxuriously, but tceres what they would
have spent in luxury beyond their necessity agdirestime of want. He also
exhorted him to take the corn of the husbandmed, give them only so
much as will be sufficient for their food. Accordily Pharaoh being
surprised at Joseph, not only for his interpretatd the dream, but for the
counsel he had given him, intrusted him with digweg the corn; with
power to do what he thought would be for the bemdfthe people of Egypt,
and for the benefit of the king, as believing thatwho first discovered this
method of acting, would prove the best overseet. &ut Joseph having this
power given him by the king, with leave to make agais seal, and to wear
purple, drove in his chariot through all the larfdegypt, and took the corn
of the husbandmen, (1) allotting as much to eves as would be sufficient
for seed, and for food, but without discoveringatty one the reason why he
did so.

Footnote:

1. That is, bought it for Pharaoh at a very low price.
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Chapter 6

Joseph Had His Brethren in Subjection

1. Joseph was now grown up to thirty years of agel, enjoyed great
honors from the king, who called him Psothom Phhneat of regard to his
prodigious degree of wisdom; for that name dentitesrevealer of secrets.
He also married a wife of very high quality; for hmarried the daughter of
Petephres, (1) one of the priests of Heliopoli® sfas a virgin, and her
name was Asenath. By her he had children beforestiagcity came on;
Manasseh, the elder, which signifies forgetful,zaese his present happiness
made him forget his former misfortunes; and Ephrdime younger, which
signifies restored, because he was restored treaedom of his forefathers.
Now after Egypt had happily passed over seven yearording to Joseph's
interpretation of the dreams, the famine came upem in the eighth year;
and because this misfortune fell upon them whewy tred no sense of it
beforehand, (2) they were all sorely afflicted bhyand came running to the
king's gates; and he called upon Joseph, who selcdorn to them, being
become confessedly a savior to the whole multitoidéhe Egyptians. Nor
did he open this market of corn for the people &t tcountry only, but
strangers had liberty to buy also; Joseph beinljngithat all men, who are
naturally akin to one another, should have assistfom those that lived in
happiness.

2. Now Jacob also, when he understood that foresgmeght come, sent
all his sons into Egypt to buy corn, for the larfdGanaan was grievously
afflicted with the famine; and this great miserudbed the whole continent.
He only retained Benjamin, who was born to him lackel, and was of the
same mother with Joseph. These sons of Jacob #mar tto Egypt, and
applied themselves to Joseph, wanting to buy domnothing of this kind
was done without his approbation, since even thdy was the honor that
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was paid the king himself advantageous to the psrimat paid it, when they
took care to honor Joseph also. Now when he wadinkhis brethren, they
thought nothing of him; for he was but a youth whenleft them, and was
now come to an age so much greater, that the liaetof his face were
changed, and he was not known by them: besidesth@sgreatness of the
dignity wherein he appeared, suffered them not golnas to suspect it was
he. He now made trial what sentiments they had tahibairs of the greatest
consequence; for he refused to sell them corn,saidl they were come as
spies of the king's affairs; and that they camenfigeveral countries, and
joined themselves together, and pretended thatvleeg of kin, it not being

possible that a private man should breed up so rsang, and those of so
great beauty of countenance as they were, suchldacagon of so many

children being not easily obtained by kings themsl Now this he did in

order to discover what concerned his father, andtvappened to him after
his own departure from him, and as desiring to knwdvat was become of
Benjamin his brother; for he was afraid that they lventured on the like
wicked enterprise against him that they had doneingself, and had taken
him off also.

3. Now these brethren of his were under distracaod terror, and
thought that very great danger hung over themngétat all reflecting upon
their brother Joseph, and standing firm under tteusations laid against
them, they made their defense by Reubel, the eloeshem, who now
became their spokesman: "We come not hither," Baid'with any unjust
design, nor in order to bring any harm to the ldraffairs; we only want to
be preserved, as supposing your humanity might teduge for us from the
miseries which our country labors under, we haviegrd that you proposed
to sell corn, not only to your own countrymen, baustrangers also, and that
you determined to allow that corn, in order to prege all that want it; but
that we are brethren, and of the same common btbedyeculiar lineaments
of our faces, and those not so much different fama another, plainly show.
Our father's name is Jacob, an Hebrew man, whotwelde of us for his
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sons by four wives; which twelve of us, while werevall alive, were a

happy family; but when one of our brethren, whoame was Joseph, died,
our affairs changed for the worse, for our fath@uld not forbear to make a
long lamentation for him; and we are in afflictidmgth by the calamity of

the death of our brother, and the miserable stateioaged father. We are
now, therefore, come to buy corn, having intrusgtexicare of our father, and
the provision for our family, to Benjamin, our yaest brother; and if thou
sendest to our house, thou mayst learn whetherrevayualty of the least

falsehood in what we say."

4. And thus did Reubel endeavor to persuade Josepblave a better
opinion of them. But when he had learned from thbat Jacob was alive,
and that his brother was not destroyed by thenfiphtihe present put them in
prison, as intending to examine more into theiaiasfwhen he should be at
leisure. But on the third day he brought them ant said to them, "Since
you constantly affirm that you are not come to g &arm to the king's
affairs; that you are brethren, and the sons offdétleer whom you named,;
you will satisfy me of the truth of what you saf,you leave one of your
company with me, who shall suffer no injury heredaf, when ye have
carried corn to your father, you will come to meaimg and bring your
brother, whom you say you left there, along withu yfor this shall be by me
esteemed an assurance of the truth of what youtbi/ene." Hereupon they
were in greater grief than before; they wept, ardoetually deplored one
among another the calamity of Joseph; and saidgyere fallen into this
misery as a punishment inflicted by God for what eentrivances they had
against him." And Reubel was large in his reproaabfethem for their too
late repentance, whence no profit arose to Josamth;earnestly exhorted
them to bear with patience whatever they suffesede it was done by God
in way of punishment, on his account. Thus theyksda one another, not
imagining that Joseph understood their languagegeAeral sadness also
seized on them at Reubel's words, and a repenfangehat they had done;
and they condemned the wickedness they had pegubtrimr which they
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judged they were justly punished by God. Now wheseph saw that they
were in this distress, he was so affected at it lleafell into tears, and not
being willing that they should take notice of hine, retired; and after a while
came to them again, and taking Symeon (3) in cxlérs being a pledge for
his brethren's return, he bid them take the coey trad bought, and go their
way. He also commanded his steward privily to gt imoney which they
had brought with them for the purchase of corn ititeir sacks, and to
dismiss them therewith; who did what he was comradnd do.

5. Now when Jacob's sons were come into the lari¢hafan, they told
their father what had happened to them in Egypt,that they were taken to
have come thither as spies upon the king; and Hwy staid they were
brethren, and had left their eleventh brother whtéir father, but were not
believed; and how they had left Symeon with theegoor, until Benjamin
should go thither, and be a testimonial of thehtftwhat they had said: and
they begged of their father to fear nothing, busémd the lad along with
them. But Jacob was not pleased with any thingsbrss had done; and he
took the detention of Symeon heinously, and theéhcaght it a foolish thing
to give up Benjamin also. Neither did he yield ®uRel's persuasion, though
he begged it of him, and gave leave that the gedhdf might, in way of
requital, kill his own sons, in case any harm cameBenjamin in the
journey. So they were distressed, and knew not whab; nay, there was
another accident that still disturbed them more- money that was found
hidden in their sacks of corn. Yet when the coraytihad brought failed
them, and when the famine still afflicted them, aratessity forced them,
Jacob did (4) [not] still resolve to send Benjamiith his brethren, although
there was no returning into Egypt unless they cawita what they had
promised. Now the misery growing every day worsegl his sons begging it
of him, he had no other course to take in his prese@cumstances. And
Judas, who was of a bold temper on other occasspake his mind very
freely to him: "That it did not become him to beaad on account of his son,
nor to suspect the worst, as he did; for nothingld&ctwe done to his son but
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by the appointment of God, which must also foraiartome to pass, though
he were at home with him; that he ought not to eomd them to such
manifest destruction; nor deprive them of that pleaf food they might have
from Pharaoh, by his unreasonable fear about mfsmjamin, but ought to
take care of the preservation of Symeon, lest, ttgngting to hinder
Benjamin's journey, Symeon should perish. He exdonim to trust God for
him; and said he would either bring his son backito safe, or, together
with his, lose his own life." So that Jacob wasleatgth persuaded, and
delivered Benjamin to them, with the price of tlercdoubled; he also sent
presents to Joseph of the fruits of the land ofa@an balsam and rosin, as
also turpentine and honey. (5) Now their fatherdsingany tears at the
departure of his sons, as well as themselves. ¢tisern was, that he might
receive them back again safe after their journag; their concern was, that
they might find their father well, and no way aftkd with grief for them.
And this lamentation lasted a whole day; so thatald man was at last tired
with grief, and staid behind; but they went on theiay for Egypt,
endeavoring to mitigate their grief for their presenisfortunes, with the
hopes of better success hereafter.

6. As soon as they came into Egypt, they were brodgwn to Joseph:
but here no small fear disturbed them, lest theukhbe accused about the
price of the corn, as if they had cheated Josepiey then made a long
apology to Joseph's steward; and told him, thatnthey came home they
found the money in their sacks, and that they l@ad brought it along with
them. He said he did not know what they meanthey twere delivered from
that fear. And when he had loosed Symeon, and jputirito a handsome
habit, he suffered him to be with his brethrenwhich time Joseph came
from his attendance on the king. So they offerexd thieir presents; and upon
his putting the question to them about their fathieey answered that they
found him well. He also, upon his discovery thanpenin was alive, asked
whether this was their younger brother; for he Badn him. Whereupon
they said he was: he replied, that the God ovewal his protector. But

22



when his affection to him made him shed tears,eieed, desiring he might
not be seen in that plight by his brethren. Theseph took them to supper,
and they were set down in the same order as thexy tossit at their father's
table. And although Joseph treated them all kingly,did he send a mess to
Benjamin that was double to what the rest of thestgihad for their shares.

7. Now when after supper they had composed themseiy sleep,
Joseph commanded his steward both to give them theasures of corn,
and to hide its price again in their sacks; and withal they should put into
Benjamin's sack the golden cup, out of which heedbwimself to drink. -
which things he did, in order to make trial of Hisethren, whether they
would stand by Benjamin when he should be accu$dthang stolen the
cup, and should appear to be in danger; or whetier would leave him,
and, depending on their own innocency, go to ttagirer without him. When
the servant had done as he was bidden, the sa¥ecob, knowing nothing
of all this, went their way, and took Symeon alomigh them, and had a
double cause of joy, both because they had recéivedagain, and because
they took back Benjamin to their father, as thegt ppomised. But presently
a troop of horsemen encompassed them, and brouigttihem Joseph's
servant, who had put the cup into Benjamin's sbigdan which unexpected
attack of the horsemen they were much disturbedi aaked what the reason
was that they came thus upon men, who a littleredfilad been by their lord
thought worthy of an honorable and hospitable reoep They replied, by
calling them wicked wretches, who had forgot thatyvhospitable and kind
treatment which Joseph had given them, and didscriple to be injurious
to him, and to carry off that cup out of which rehin so friendly a manner,
drank to them, and not regarding their friendshifhwoseph, no more than
the danger they should be in if they were takergamparison of the unjust
gain. Hereupon he threatened that they should b&slped; for though they
had escaped the knowledge of him who was but asgryet had they not
escaped the knowledge of God, nor had gone off wiiht they had stolen;
and, after all, asked why we come upon them, deelf knew nothing of the
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matter. and he told them that they should immebiakaow it by their
punishment. This, and more of the same naturethdicservant say, in way
of reproach to them: but they being wholly ignorahtany thing here that
concerned them, laughed at what he said, and weddatr the abusive
language which the servant gave them, when he wdmly as to accuse
those who did not before so much as retain the micheir corn, which was
found in their sacks, but brought it again, thougibody else knew of any
such thing, - so far were they from offering anjyig to Joseph voluntarily.
But still, supposing that a search would be a nguee justification of
themselves than their own denial of the fact, thielyhim search them, and
that if any of them had been guilty of the thedtpunish them all; for being
no way conscious to themselves of any crime, thmke with assurance,
and, as they thought, without any danger to themsehlso. The servants
desired there might be a search made; but theytBaiggunishment should
extend to him alone who should be found guilty led theft. So they made
the search; and, having searched all the rest, taagye last of all to
Benjamin, as knowing it was Benjamin's sack in \hticey had hidden the
cup, they having indeed searched the rest onlg fltow of accuracy: so the
rest were out of fear for themselves, and were poly concerned about
Benjamin, but still were well assured that he waallsb be found innocent;
and they reproached those that came after thenthér hindering them,
while they might, in the mean while, have gotterg@d way on their
journey. But as soon as they had searched Bengusaick, they found the
cup, and took it from him; and all was changed imo@urning and
lamentation. They rent their garments, and wepttier punishment which
their brother was to undergo for his theft, andtfoe delusion they had put
on their father, when they promised they would dprfdenjamin safe to him.
What added to their misery was, that this melanchatcident came
unfortunately at a time when they thought they badn gotten off clear; but
they confessed that this misfortune of their brotlas well as the grief of
their father for him, was owing to themselves, siitcwas they that forced
their father to send him with them, when he wagse/éo it.
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8. The horsemen therefore took Benjamin and broaghtto Joseph,
his brethren also following him; who, when he sam im custody, and them
in the habit of mourners, said, "How came you, wietches as you are, to
have such a strange notion of my kindness to yod,cd God's providence,
as impudently to do thus to your benefactor, whosuich an hospitable
manner had entertained you ?" Whereupon they gpvihemselves to be
punished, in order to save Benjamin; and calledntod what a wicked
enterprise they had been guilty of against Jos€ply also pronounced him
more happy than themselves, if he were dead, ingb&ieed from the
miseries of this life; and if he were alive, tha @anjoyed the pleasure of
seeing God's vengeance upon them. They said furinar they were the
plague of their father, since they should now addis former affliction for
Joseph, this other affliction for Benjamin. Reub&o was large in cutting
them upon this occasion. But Joseph dismissed themnhe said they had
been guilty of no offense, and that he would contemself with the lad's
punishment; for he said it was not a fit thing ¢b lhim go free, for the sake
of those who had not offended; nor was it a fihghto punish them together
with him who had been guilty of stealing. And whie@ promised to give
them leave to go away in safety, the rest of theerewunder great
consternation, and were able to say nothing onsdasoccasion. But Judas,
who had persuaded their father to send the lad tnom being otherwise
also a very bold and active man, determined to rdabamself for the
preservation of his brother. "It is true," (6) saig "O governor, that we have
been very wicked with regard to thee, and on thatoant deserved
punishment; even all of us may justly be punistadthough the theft were
not committed by all, but only by one of us, andHe youngest also; but yet
there remains some hope for us, who otherwise bmisinder despair on his
account, and this from thy goodness, which promisea deliverance out of
our present danger. And now | beg thou wilt noklad us, or at that great
crime we have been guilty of, but at thy own exadllnature, and take
advice of thine own virtue, instead of that wrdtlbu hast against us; which
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passion those that otherwise are of lower charactieige, as they do their
strength, and that not only on great, but also ery \trifling occasions.
Overcome, sir, that passion, and be not subduei Impr suffer it to slay
those that do not otherwise presume upon their safety, but are desirous
to accept of it from thee; for this is not the ffitisne that thou wilt bestow it
on us, but before, when we came to buy corn, thfmudedst us great plenty
of food, and gavest us leave to carry so much htwmeur family as has
preserved them from perishing by famine. Nor isr¢hany difference
between not overlooking men that were perishingwant of necessaries,
and not punishing those that seem to be offendamnd, have been so
unfortunate as to lose the advantage of that glsrlmenefaction which they
received from thee. This will be an instance ofadavor, though bestowed
after a different manner; for thou wilt save tholsis way whom thou didst
feed the other; and thou wilt hereby preserve alwethy own bounty, those
souls which thou didst not suffer to be distredsgdamine, it being indeed
at once a wonderful and a great thing to sustamligas by corn, and to
bestow on us that pardon, whereby, now we areedistd, we may continue
those lives. And | am ready to suppose that Gadlisg to afford thee this
opportunity of showing thy virtuous disposition, lbyinging us into this
calamity, that it may appear thou canst forgive itharies that are done to
thyself, and mayst be esteemed kind to othersdégshose who, on other
accounts, stand in need of thy assistance; sinsentleed a right thing to do
well to those who are in distress for want of fobdt still a more glorious
thing to save those who deserve to be punishednwhis on account of
heinous offenses against thyself; for if it be imghdeserving commendation
to forgive such as have been guilty of small ofeepghat tend to a person's
loss, and this be praiseworthy in him that overkslich offenses, to restrain
a man's passion as to crimes which are capitddaauiilty, is to be like the
most excellent nature of God himself. And truly,fas myself, had it not
been that we had a father, who had discovered,coaston of the death of
Joseph, how miserably he is always afflicted atidlsse of his sons, | had not
made any words on account of the saving of our bwes; | mean, any
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further than as that would be an excellent chardotethyself, to preserve
even those that would have nobody to lament theenvwthey were dead, but
we would have yielded ourselves up to suffer whetso thou pleasedst; but
now (for we do not plead for mercy to ourselvesutih indeed, if we die, it
will be while we are young, and before we have treenjoyment of life)
have regard to our father, and take pity of hisamd, on whose account it is
that we make these supplications to thee. We beg wilt give us those
lives which this wickedness of ours has renderedorious to thy
punishment; and this for his sake who is not himaétked, nor does his
being our father make us wicked. He is a good raad, not worthy to have
such trials of his patience; and now, we are abs$ents afflicted with care
for us. But if he hear of our deaths, and what thascause of it, he will on
that account die an immature death; and the repfolamanner of our ruin
will hasten his end, and will directly kill him; pawill bring him to a
miserable death, while he will make haste to riddelf out of the world, and
bring himself to a state of insensibility, befohe tsad story of our end come
abroad into the rest of the world. Consider thdsags in this manner,
although our wickedness does now provoke thee waitjust desire of
punishing that wickedness, and forgive it for oathér's sake; and let thy
commiseration of him weigh more with thee than wauckedness. Have
regard to the old age of our father, who, if weigierwill be very lonely
while he lives, and will soon die himself also. @r¢his boon to the name of
fathers, for thereby thou wilt honor him that betfae, and will grant it to
thyself also, who enjoyest already that denomimatibou wilt then, by that
denomination, be preserved of God, the Fatherlpt &ly showing a pious
regard to which, in the case of our father, tholi appear to honor him who
Is styled by the same name; | mean, if thou wiltehthis pity on our father,
upon this consideration, how miserable he will bbd be deprived of his
sons! It is thy part therefore to bestow on us whatl has given us, when it
IS in thy power to take it away, and so to resemie entirely in charity; for
it is good to use that power, which can either givetake away, on the
merciful side; and when it is in thy power to degtrto forget that thou ever
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hadst that power, and to look on thyself as onlpvwad power for
preservation; and that the more any one extends pgbwer, the greater
reputation does he gain to himself. Now, by fonggviour brother what he
has unhappily committed, thou wilt preserve us falf; we cannot think of
living if he be put to death, since we dare notvslourselves alive to our
father without our brother, but here must we partak one and the same
catastrophe of his life. And so far we beg of th@egovernor, that if thou
condemnest our brother to die, thou wilt punishtagether with him, as
partners of his crime, -- for we shall not thinkeasonable to be reserved to
kill ourselves for grief of our brother's deathjIso to die rather as equally
guilty with him of this crime. | will only leave wh thee this one
consideration, and then will say no more, viz. that brother committed this
fault when he was young, and not yet of confirmasdem in his conduct;
and that men naturally forgive such young persdnsnd here, without
adding what more | have to say, that in case thoondemnest us, that
omission may be supposed to have hurt us, and ftedrthee to take the
severer side. But in case thou settest us freefhlsamay be ascribed to thy
own goodness, of which thou art inwardly consciadbigt thou freest us from
condemnation; and that not by barely preservingouspy granting us such
a favor as will make us appear more righteous tharreally are, and by
representing to thyself more motives for our debwee than we are able to
produce ourselves. If, therefore, thou resolvesidyg him, | desire thou wilt
slay me in his stead, and send him back to hiefathr if thou pleasest to
retain him with thee as a slave, | am fitter toolafor thy advantage in that
capacity, and, as thou seest, am better preparedeitber of those
sufferings." So Judas, being very willing to unaesny thing whatever for
the deliverance of his brother, cast himself downJaseph's feet, and
earnestly labored to assuage and pacify his aidlehis brethren also fell
down before him, weeping and delivering themselwedo destruction for
the preservation of the life of Benjamin. (7)

9. But Joseph, as overcome now with his affectiang, no longer able
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to personate an angry man, commanded all that prexsent to depart, that
he might make himself known to his brethren wheeytlvere alone; and
when the rest were gone out, he made himself knionms brethren; and
said, "I commend you for your virtue, and your kieds to our brother: |
find you better men than | could have expected faohat you contrived
about me. Indeed, | did all this to try your loweytour brother; so | believe
you were not wicked by nature in what you did in oase, but that all has
happened according to God's will, who has herelogyred our enjoyment
of what good things we have; and, if he continua ilavorable disposition,
of what we hope for hereafter. Since, therefoladw that our father is safe
and well, beyond expectation, and | see you so avgfilosed to your brother,
| will no longer remember what guilt you seem tosdndnad about me, but
will leave off to hate you for that your wickedngasd do rather return you
my thanks, that you have concurred with the intersiof God to bring
things to their present state. | would have yoo atdher to forget the same,
since that imprudence of yours is come to suchppyaonclusion, than to
be uneasy and blush at those your offenses. Dathmergfore, let your evil
intentions, when you condemned me, and that bigerorse which might
follow, be a grief to you now, because those interst were frustrated. Go,
therefore, your way, rejoicing in what has happer®sd the Divine
Providence, and inform your father of it, lest I@@dd be spent with cares
for you, and deprive me of the most agreeable @iamy felicity; | mean,
lest he should die before he comes into my sigid,enjoys the good things
that we now have. Bring, therefore, with you ouhéa, and your wives and
children, and all your kindred, and remove youritaions hither; for it is
not proper that the persons dearest to me showddrdmote from me, now
my affairs are so prosperous, especially when theagt endure five more
years of famine." When Joseph had said this, heaeld his brethren, who
were in tears and sorrow; but the generous kindak#seir brother seemed
to leave among them no room for fear, lest theyukhde punished on
account of what they had consulted and acted aghing and they were
then feasting. Now the king, as soon as he heatdJttseph's brethren were
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come to him, was exceeding glad of it, as if it leen a part of his own
good fortune; and gave them wagons full of corn goldl and silver, to be
conveyed to his father. Now when they had recewede of their brother
part to be carried to their father, and part a® fo#ts to every one of
themselves, Benjamin having still more than th¢ tegy departed.

Footnotes:

1. This Potiphar, or, as Josephus, Petephres, whahaasa priest of On,
or Heliopolis, is the same name in Josephus, artaps in Moses also,
with him who is before called head cook or captithe guard, and to
whom Joseph was sold. See Genesis 37:36; 39:1,44i60. They are
also affirmed to be one and the same person ifféseament of Joseph,
sect. 18, for he is there said to have marriedddngghter of his master
and mistress. Nor is this a notion peculiar to thedtament, but, as Dr.

Bernard confesses, note on Antig. B. Il. ch. 4.t.sé¢ common to
Josephus, to the Septuagint interpreters, andchr tegarned Jews of old
time.

2. This entire ignorance of the Egyptians of theseryed famine before
they came, told us before, as well as here, clseét. 7, by Josephus,
seems to me almost incredible. It is in no othgydbat | know of.

3. The reason why Symeon might be selected out ofdkefor Joseph's
prisoner, is plain in the Testament of Symeon, tiat he was one of the
bitterest of all Joseph's brethren against hint, 2avhich appears also
in part by the Testament of Zabulon, sect. 3.

4. The coherence seems to me to show that the negaditele is here
wanting, which | have supplied in brackets, anddnder none have
hitherto suspected that it ought to be supplied.

5. Of the precious balsam of Judea, and the turpensiee the note on
Antig. B. VIII. ch. 6. sect. 6.

6. This oration seems to me too large, and too unusdairession, to have
been composed by Judas on this occasion. It seeme ta speech or
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declamation composed formerly, in the person oksudnd in the way
of oratory, that lay by him. and which he thougittd insert on this
occasion. See two more such speeches or declamafiong. B. VI. ch.
14. sect. 4

. In all this speech of Judas we may observe, tredplus still supposed
that death was the punishment of theft in Egypthm days of Joseph,
though it never was so among the Jews, by the favioges.
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Chapter 7

The Removal of Joseph's Father With All His Family

1. As soon as Jacob came to know, by his sonsnteuthome, in what
state Joseph was, that he had not only escapeld, deatvhich yet he lived
all along in mourning, but that he lived in splendond happiness, and ruled
over Egypt, jointly with the king, and had intrusted his care almost all his
affairs, he did not think any thing he was toldb® incredible, considering
the greatness of the works of God, and his kindbedsam, although that
kindness had, for some late times, been intermigedhe immediately and
zealously set out upon his journey to him.

2. When he came to the Well of the Oath, (Beersheta offered
sacrifice to God; and being afraid that the hapgsnthere was in Egypt
might tempt his posterity to fall in love with &nd settle in it, and no more
think of removing into the land of Canaan, and pesBg it, as God had
promised them; as also being afraid, lest, if thescent into Egypt were
made without the will of God, his family might besiroyed there; out of
fear, withal, lest he should depart this life befdére came to the sight of
Joseph; he fell asleep, revolving these doubtssimimd.

3. But God stood by him, and called him twice by hame; and when
he asked who he was, God said, "No, sure; it isjuit that thou, Jacob,
shouldst be unacquainted with that God who has begena protector and a
helper to thy forefathers, and after them to tHy$et when thy father would
have deprived thee of the dominion, | gave it tleeel by my kindness it was
that, when thou wast sent into Mesopotamia all @ldhou obtainedst good
wives, and returnedst with many children, and muaalth. Thy whole
family also has been preserved by my providencel #@nwas | who
conducted Joseph, thy son, whom thou gavest upgagrto the enjoyment of
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great prosperity. | also made him lord of Egypt,tisat he differs but little

from a king. Accordingly, | come now as a guiddliee in this journey; and
foretell to thee, that thou shalt die in the arrhdaseph: and | inform thee,
that thy posterity shall be many ages in authaaitg glory, and that | will

settle them in the land which | have promised tHem.

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, went on marerftily for Egypt
with his sons, and all belonging to them. Now thesre in all seventy. |
once, indeed, thought it best not to set down tames of this family,
especially because of their difficult pronunciatiby the Greeks]; but, upon
the whole, | think it necessary to mention thosmes, that | may disprove
such as believe that we came not originally fromsi&fmtamia, but are
Egyptians. Now Jacob had twelve sons; of thesepboseas come thither
before. We will therefore set down the names ofoldac children and
grandchildren. Reuben had four sons -- Anoch, Bh@lssaron, Charmi.
Simeon had six -- Jamuel, Jamin, Avod, Jachin, Seaul. Levi had three
sons -- Gersom, Caath, Merari. Judas had three-s@ela, Phares, Zerah;
and by Phares two grandchildren, Esrom and Amsaclsar had four sons --
Thola, Phua, Jasob, Samaron. Zabulon had with hieetsons -- Sarad,
Helon, Jalel. So far is the posterity of Lea; withom went her daughter
Dinah. These are thirty-three. Rachel had two sdins, one of whom,
Joseph, had two sons also, Manasses and Ephraarotiiér, Benjamin, had
ten sons -- Bolau, Bacchar, Asabel, Geras, Naades, Ros, Momphis,
Opphis, Arad. These fourteen added to the thintgehbefore enumerated,
amount to the number forty-seven. And this wasldgiimate posterity of
Jacob. He had besides by Bilhah, the handmaid afhé&a Dan and
Nephtliali; which last had four sons that followkdn - Jesel, Guni, Issari,
and Sellim. Dan had an only begotten son, Usihdlse be added to those
before mentioned, they complete the number fifiyrfdGad and Aser were
the sons of Zilpha, who was the handmaid of Lea&s&hhad with them, Gad
seven -- Saphoniah, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, Aeritocéy Ariel. Aser had a
daughter, Sarah, and six male children, whose name#s Jomne, Isus,
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Isoui, Baris, Abar and Melchiel. If we add thesdyiath are sixteen, to the
fifty-four, the forementioned number [70] is comiglé (1) Jacob not being
himself included in that number.

5. When Joseph understood that his father was gpniom Judas his
brother was come before him, and informed him sfdgproach, he went out
to meet him; and they met together at Heroopolig. acob almost fainted
away at this unexpected and great joy; howevegplosevived him, being
yet not himself able to contain from being affectedhe same manner, at
the pleasure he now had; yet was he not whollyamree with his passion,
as his father was. After this, he desired Jacobaeel on slowly; but he
himself took five of his brethren with him, and neadaste to the king, to tell
him that Jacob and his family were come; which wgsyful hearing to him.
He also bid Joseph tell him what sort of life histhren loved to lead, that
he might give them leave to follow the same, whd tom they were good
shepherds, and had been used to follow no othelogmpnt but this alone.
Whereby he provided for them, that they shouldbeoseparated, but live in
the same place, and take care of their fathertsash&reby he provided, that
they might be acceptable to the Egyptians, by doiothing that would be
common to them with the Egyptians; for the Egydiare prohibited to
meddle with feeding of sheep. (2)

6. When Jacob was come to the king, and saluted dmah wished all
prosperity to his government, Pharaoh asked him dldvhe now was; upon
whose answer, that he was a hundred and thirtysyadr he admired Jacob
on account of the length of his life. And when la& ladded, that still he had
not lived so long as his forefathers, he gave heawvé to live with his
children in Heliopolis; for in that city the king'shepherds had their
pasturage.

7. However, the famine increased among the Egygtiand this heavy
judgment grew more oppressive to them, becausédanetdid the river
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overflow the ground, for it did not rise to its foer height, nor did God send
rain upon it; (3) nor did they indeed make the tigaevision for themselves,
so ignorant were they what was to be done; butpfoseld them corn for
their money. But when their money failed them, theyght corn with their
cattle and their slaves; and if any of them hadnallspiece of land, they
gave up that to purchase them food, by which mélamking became the
owner of all their substance; and they were rempsethe to one place, and
some to another, that so the possession of theintgo might be firmly
assured to the king, excepting the lands of thespsj for their country
continued still in their own possession. And indeleid sore famine made
their minds, as well as their bodies, slaves; andragth compelled them to
procure a sufficiency of food by such dishonorafeans. But when this
misery ceased, and the river overflowed the groand, the ground brought
forth its fruits plentifully, Joseph came to eveity, and gathered the people
thereto belonging together, and gave them backedntihe land which, by
their own consent, the king might have possessaealand alone enjoyed
the fruits of it. He also exhorted them to look ibras every one's own
possession, and to fall to their husbandry withechiiness, and to pay as a
tribute to the king, the fifth part (4) of the ftsifor the land which the king,
when it was his own, restored to them. These mgmcesl upon their
becoming unexpectedly owners of their lands, atideditly observed what
was enjoined them; and by this means Joseph pmbdarbimself a greater
authority among the Egyptians, and greater lovleoking from them. Now
this law, that they should pay the fifth part odithfruits as tribute, continued
until their later kings.

Footnotes:

1. All the Greek copies of Josephus have the negaiarécle here, that
Jacob himself was not reckoned one of the 70 sthas came into
Egypt; but the old Latin copies want it, and dilgetssure us he was one
of them. It is therefore hardly certain which oé$le was Josephus's true
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reading, since the number 70 is made up without Hime reckon Leah
for one; but if she be not reckoned, Jacob mustséiimbe one, to
complete the number.

. Josephus thought that the Egyptians hated or debpie employment
of a shepherd in the days of Joseph; whereas BiShopberland has
shown that they rather hated such Poehnician oa&ate shepherds
that had long enslaved the Egyptians of old tinee Bis Sanchoniatho,
p. 361, 362.

. Reland here puts the question, how Josephus coufghlain of its not
raining in Egypt during this famine, while the agwis affirm that it
never does naturally rain there. His answer ist Wiaen the ancients
deny that it rains in Egypt, they only mean the &lpggypt above the
Delta, which is called Egypt in the strictest serimg that in the Delta
[and by consequence in the Lower Egypt adjoining]td did of old,
and still does, rain sometimes. See the note omgABt Ill. ch. 1. sect.
6.

. Josephus supposes that Joseph now restored theidbgytheir lands
again. upon the payment of a fifth part as tribliteseems to me rather
that the land was now considered as Pharaoh's daacthis fifth part as
its rent, to be paid to him, as he was their lartjland they his tenants;
and that the lands were not properly restored,thisdifth part reserved
as tribute only, till the days of Sesostris. Seeagson the Old
Testament, Append. 148, 149.
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Chapter 8

The Death of Jacob and Joseph

1. Now when Jacob had lived seventeen years in tEdpgpfell into a
disease, and died in the presence of his songdiuill he made his prayers
for their enjoying prosperity, and till he had ftwlel to them prophetically
how every one of them was to dwell in the land an@an. But this
happened many years afterward. He also enlargeal tingopraises of Joseph
(1) how he had not remembered the evil doings ef bdrethren to their
disadvantage; nay, on the contrary, was kind tmtHgestowing upon them
so many benefits, as seldom are bestowed on men'denefactors. He then
commanded his own sons that they should admit &sepns, Ephraim and
Manasses, into their number, and divide the lanGarfaan in common with
them; concerning whom we shall treat hereafter. élex, he made it his
request that he might be buried at Hebron. So &&, dvhen he had lived full
a hundred and fifty years, three only abated, ltaniot been behind any of
his ancestors in piety towards God, and having sugtompense for it, as it
was fit those should have who were so good as tivese. But Joseph, by
the king's permission, carried his father's deadylbtm Hebron, and there
buried it, at a great expense. Now his brethrenevarfirst unwilling to
return back with him, because they were afraid, lastv their father was
dead, he should punish them for their secret meastagainst him; since he
was now gone, for whose sake he had been so gsatbothem. But he
persuaded them to fear no harm, and to entertasuspicions of him: so he
brought them along with him, and gave them greasessions, and never
left off his particular concern for them.

2. Joseph also died when he had lived a hundredeamglears; having

been a man of admirable virtue, and conductin@ialbaffairs by the rules of
reason; and used his authority with moderationcivhwas the cause of his
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so great felicity among the Egyptians, even whencame from another
country, and that in such ill circumstances alse, vee have already
described. At length his brethren died, after thag lived happily in Egypt.

Now the posterity and sons of these men, after sbme, carried their

bodies, and buried them at Hebron: but as to thee®mf Joseph, they
carried them into the land of Canaan afterward,wthe Hebrews went out
of Egypt, for so had Joseph made them promise hpon wath. But what

became of every one of these men, and by whatttmlg got the possession
of the land of Canaan, shall be shown hereafteermmihave first explained

upon what account it was that they left Egypt.

Footnote:

1. As to this encomium upon Joseph, as preparatodatmb's adopting
Ephraim and Manasses into his own family, and tadmitted for two
tribes, which Josephus here mentions, all our copieGenesis omit it,
ch. 48.; nor do we know whence he took it, or whethbe not his own
embellishment only.
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Chapter 9
The Afflictions That Befell the Hebrews in Egypt (1)

1. Now it happened that the Egyptians grew deliaatd lazy, as to
pains-taking, and gave themselves up to other pteasand in particular to
the love of gain. They also became very ill-affdctewards the Hebrews, as
touched with envy at their prosperity; for whenwlsaw how the nation of
the Israelites flourished, and were become emiadmady in plenty of
wealth, which they had acquired by their virtue aradural love of labor,
they thought their increase was to their own degrimAnd having, in length
of time, forgotten the benefits they had receivednf Joseph, particularly the
crown being now come into another family, they Imeeavery abusive to the
Israelites, and contrived many ways of afflictifgemn; for they enjoined
them to cut a great number of channels for therri@ad to build walls for
their cities and ramparts, that they might restitéua river, and hinder its
waters from stagnating, upon its running over us1danks: they set them
also to build pyramids, (2) and by all this worernthout; and forced them to
learn all sorts of mechanical arts, and to accusteemselves to hard labor.
And four hundred years did they spend under thdfietians; for they
strove one against the other which should get thsteny, the Egyptians
desiring to destroy the Israelites by these lalamd, the Israelites desiring to
hold out to the end under them.

2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were in thisdition, there was this
occasion offered itself to the Egyptians, which maldem more solicitous
for the extinction of our nation. One of those sacscribes, (3) who are very
sagacious in foretelling future events truly, ttieé king, that about this time
there would a child be born to the Israelites, wihthe were reared, would
bring the Egyptian dominion low, and would raise tlsraelites; that he
would excel all men in virtue, and obtain a gldmattwould be remembered
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through all ages. Which thing was so feared bykiihg, that, according to
this man's opinion, he commanded that they shoa#d every male child,
which was born to the Israelites, into the rivard alestroy it; that besides
this, the Egyptian midwives (4) should watch thbols of the Hebrew
women, and observe what is born, for those werewmen who were

enjoined to do the office of midwives to them; daydreason of their relation
to the king, would not transgress his commandseijeined also, that if any
parents should disobey him, and venture to saverttede children alive, (5)

they and their families should be destroyed. Thas va severe affliction
indeed to those that suffered it, not only as theye deprived of their sons,
and while they were the parents themselves, theye vabliged to be

subservient to the destruction of their own chitgréut as it was to be
supposed to tend to the extirpation of their natwlmile upon the destruction
of their children, and their own gradual dissolatidhe calamity would

become very hard and inconsolable to them. Andwlas the ill state they
were in. But no one can be too hard for the purpmfs&od, though he

contrive ten thousand subtle devices for that éadthis child, whom the

sacred scribe foretold, was brought up and condeftam the observers
appointed by the king; and he that foretold him dmt mistake in the

consequences of his preservation, which were brotmlpass after the
manner following: -

3. A man whose name was Amram, one of the nobler &othe
Hebrews, was afraid for his whole nation, lesthib@d fail, by the want of
young men to be brought up hereafter, and was ueeasy at it, his wife
being then with child, and he knew not what to Hereupon he betook
himself to prayer to God; and entreated him to hem@mpassion on those
men who had nowise transgressed the laws of hishwmrand to afford
them deliverance from the miseries they at thaetendured, and to render
abortive their enemies' hopes of the destructiotheir nation. Accordingly
God had mercy on him, and was moved by his sugpitaHe stood by him
in his sleep, and exhorted him not to despair effbture favors. He said
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further, that he did not forget their piety towardsn, and would always
reward them for it, as he had formerly grantedf&isr to their forefathers,
and made them increase from a few to so great &taadd. He put him in
mind, that when Abraham was come alone out of Mefsopia into Canaan,
he had been made happy, not only in other respegtghat when his wife
was at first barren, she was afterwards by him lexdaio conceive seed, and
bare him sons. That he left to Ismael and to histgray the country of
Arabia; as also to his sons by Ketura, Troglodwig] to Isaac, Canaan. That
by my assistance, said he, he did great exploitgain which, unless you be
yourselves impious, you must still remember. AsJacob, he became well
known to strangers also, by the greatness of tluaperity in which he lived,
and left to his sons, who came into Egypt with narenthan seventy souls,
while you are now become above six hundred thoud@mow therefore that
| shall provide for you all in common what is faowyr good, and particularly
for thyself what shall make thee famous; for thatd; out of dread of whose
nativity the Egyptians have doomed the Israelité&dodn to destruction, shall
be this child of thine, and shall be concealed fritrase who watch to
destroy him: and when he is brought up in a surgigvay, he shall deliver
the Hebrew nation from the distress they are uffrden the Egyptians. His
memory shall be famous while the world lasts; dmnd hot only among the
Hebrews, but foreigners also: - all which shalltbe effect of my favor to
thee, and to thy posterity. He shall also have sadirother, that he shall
himself obtain my priesthood, and his posterityllshave it after him to the
end of the world.

4. When the vision had informed him of these thjmysiram awaked
and told it to Jochebed who was his wife. And nbe tear increased upon
them on account of the prediction in Amram's drefon;they were under
concern, not only for the child, but on accounttttd great happiness that
was to come to him also. However, the mother'srla@s such as afforded a
confirmation to what was foretold by God; for it svaot known to those that
watched her, by the easiness of her pains, andubecte throes of her
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delivery did not fall upon her with violence. Anaw they nourished the
child at home privately for three months; but afteat time Amram, fearing
he should be discovered, and, by falling underkthg's displeasure, both he
and his child should perish, and so he should ntlakepromise of God of
none effect, he determined rather to trust thetywafied care of the child to
God, than to depend on his own concealment of himch he looked upon
as a thing uncertain, and whereby both the child, psvately to be
nourished, and himself should be in imminent dangat he believed that
God would some way for certain procure the safétthe child, in order to
secure the truth of his own predictions. When thag thus determined, they
made an ark of bulrushes, after the manner of dlegrand of a bigness
sufficient for an infant to be laid in, without Ingi too straitened: they then
daubed it over with slime, which would naturallyekeout the water from
entering between the bulrushes, and put the imfamtt, and setting it afloat
upon the river, they left its preservation to Gad, the river received the
child, and carried him along. But Miriam, the clsldister, passed along
upon the bank over against him, as her mother thtdr, to see whither the
ark would be carried, where God demonstrated tlhaam wisdom was
nothing, but that the Supreme Being is able to Hataoever he pleases: that
those who, in order to their own security, condegtirers to destruction, and
use great endeavors about it, fail of their purptsg that others are in a
surprising manner preserved, and obtain a prosparondition almost from
the very midst of their calamities; those, | meahpse dangers arise by the
appointment of God. And, indeed, such a providemas exercised in the
case of this child, as showed the power of God.

5. Thermuthis was the king's daughter. She wasdiegrting herself by
the banks of the river; and seeing a cradle boloegaby the current, she
sent some that could swim, and bid them bring thdle to her. When those
that were sent on this errand came to her withcthdle, and she saw the
little child, she was greatly in love with it, owa@unt of its largeness and
beauty; for God had taken such great care in thredtion of Moses, that he
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caused him to be thought worthy of bringing up, @noviding for, by all
those that had taken the most fatal resolutiongomount of the dread of his
nativity, for the destruction of the rest of thelddew nation. Thermuthis bid
them bring her a woman that might afford her bréaghe child; yet would
not the child admit of her breast, but turned avvayn it, and did the like to
many other women. Now Miriam was by when this haygoe not to appear
to be there on purpose, but only as staying tarlseehild; and she said, "It
Is in vain that thou, O queen, callest for theseman for the nourishing of
the child, who are no way of kin to it; but stifl,thou wilt order one of the
Hebrew women to be brought, perhaps it may admithiteast of one of its
own nation." Now since she seemed to speak welermhthis bid her
procure such a one, and to bring one of those Melm@men that gave suck.
So when she had such authority given her, she d¢muok and brought the
mother, who was known to nobody there. And nowcti&d gladly admitted
the breast, and seemed to stick close to it; antl\sas, that, at the queen's
desire, the nursing of the child was entirely iatad to the mother.

6. Hereupon it was that Thermuthis imposed this endfiouses upon
him, from what had happened when he was put in& rther; for the
Egyptians call water by the name of Mo, and suchrassaved out of it, by
the name of Uses: so by putting these two wordsthmy, they imposed this
name upon him. And he was, by the confession o¢faaltording to God's
prediction, as well for his greatness of mind as fis contempt of
difficulties, the best of all the Hebrews, for Abean was his ancestor of the
seventh generation. For Moses was the son of Amvaro, was the son of
Caath, whose father Levi was the son of Jacob, wae the son of Isaac,
who was the son of Abraham. Now Moses's understgnioecame superior
to his age, nay, far beyond that standard; and wiernvas taught, he
discovered greater quickness of apprehension trenusual at his age, and
his actions at that time promised greater, wheshweild come to the age of
a man. God did also give him that tallness, whewas but three years old,
as was wonderful. And as for his beauty, there m@sody so unpolite as,
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when they saw Moses, they were not greatly sumpregethe beauty of his
countenance; nay, it happened frequently, thatetllogt met him as he was
carried along the road, were obliged to turn aggion seeing the child; that
they left what they were about, and stood stilr@ag while to look on him;
for the beauty of the child was so remarkable aaminal to him on many
accounts, that it detained the spectators, and rineahe stay longer to look
upon him.

7. Thermuthis therefore perceiving him to be so adable a child,
adopted him for her son, having no child of her oAnd when one time had
carried Moses to her father, she showed him to himd, said she thought to
make him her successor, if it should please God diwuld have no
legitimate child of her own; and to him, "I havebght up a child who is of
a divine form, (6) and of a generous mind; and have received him from
the bounty of the river, in , | thought proper woat him my son, and the
heir of thy kingdom." And she had said this, she fhe infant into her
father's hands: so he took him, and hugged himigdbreast; and on his
daughter's account, in a pleasant way, put hisedmadpon his head; but
Moses threw it down to the ground, and, in a paemibod, he wreathed it
round, and trod upon his feet, which seemed togbaiong with evil presage
concerning the kingdom of Egypt. But when the sd@eribe saw this, (he
was the person who foretold that his nativity woth@ dominion of that
kingdom low,) he made a violent attempt to kill hiand crying out in a
frightful manner, he said, "This, O king! this ahils he of whom God
foretold, that if we kill him we shall be in no dgar; he himself affords an
attestation to the prediction of the same thing,him/ trampling upon thy
government, and treading upon thy diadem. Take therefore, out of the
way, and deliver the Egyptians from the fear they im about him; and
deprive the Hebrews of the hope they have of bempuraged by him." But
Thermuthis prevented him, and snatched the childyand the king was
not hasty to slay him, God himself, whose providemrotected Moses,
inclining the king to spare him. He was, therefa@ucated with great care.
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So the Hebrews depended on him, and were of gopéshgreat things
would be done by him; but the Egyptians were suspsc of what would
follow such his education. Yet because, if Mosed haen slain, there was
no one, either akin or adopted, that had any omclkis side for pretending
to the crown of Egypt, and likely to be of greaselvantage to them, they
abstained from killing him.

Footnotes:

1. As to the affliction of Abraham's posterity for 498ars, see Antiq. B. I.
ch. 10. sect. 3; and as to what cities they bailEgypt, under Pharaoh
Sesostris. and of Pharaoh Sesostris's drowningeifRed Sea, see Essay
on the OIld Testament, Append. p. 132-162.

2. Of this building of the pyramids of Egypt by therdslites, see
Perizonius Orig. Aegyptiac, ch. 21. It is not impibée they might build
one or more of the small ones; but the larger e much later.
Only, if they be all built of stone, this does rsat well agree with the
Israelites' labors, which are said to have bedorick, and not in stone,
as Mr. Sandys observes in his Travels. p. 127, 128.

3. Dr. Bernard informs us here, that instead of timgjle priest or prophet
of the Egyptians, without a name in Josephus, dagdm of Jonathan
names the two famous antagonists of Moses, Jamae3aanbres. Nor is
it at all unlikely that it might be one of these avforeboded so much
misery to the Egyptians, and so much happineskdaddraelites, from
the rearing of Moses.

4. Josephus is clear that these midwives were Egypteamd not Israelites,
as in our other copies: which is very probabldyeing not easily to be
supposed that Pharaoh could trust the Israelitavimed to execute so
barbarous a command against their own nation. (@grikerefore, and
correct hence our ordinary copies, Exodus 1:15, 22d, indeed,
Josephus seems to have had much completer copies BEntateuch, or
other authentic records now lost, about the birtd actions of Moses,
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than either our Hebrew, Samaritan, or Greek Bilalferd us, which
enabled him to be so large and particular about him

5. Of this grandfather of Sesostris, Ramestes the tGrelao slew the
Israelite infants, and of the inscription on hielidk, containing, in my
opinion, one of the oldest records of mankind, Bssay on the Old
Test. Append. p. 139, 145, 147, 217-220.

6. What Josephus here says of the beauty of Mosdd)ehaas of a divine

form, is very like what St. Stephen says of the sdmauty; that Moses
was beautiful in the sight of Acts 7:20.
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Chapter 10

Moses Made War With the Ethiopians

1. Moses, therefore, when he was born, and brauglm the foregoing
manner, and came to the age of maturity, made iligevmanifest to the
Egyptians; and showed that he was born for thegbrgnthem down, and
raising the Israelites. And the occasion he laidd haf was this: - The
Ethiopians, who are next neighbors to the Egyptiamsde an inroad into
their country, which they seized upon, and carmdidthe effects of the
Egyptians, who, in their rage, fought against thang revenged the affronts
they had received from them; but being overcomeéatile, some of them
were slain, and the rest ran away in a shamefulnerarand by that means
saved themselves; whereupon the Ethiopians folloafer them in the
pursuit, and thinking that it would be a mark ofmawdice if they did not
subdue all Egypt, they went on to subdue the rd$t greater vehemence;
and when they had tasted the sweets of the couhtey, never left off the
prosecution of the war: and as the nearest padsnbacourage enough at
first to fight with them, they proceeded as faegEmphis, and the sea itself,
while not one of the cities was able to oppose théhe Egyptians, under
this sad oppression, betook themselves to thetlesaand prophecies; and
when God had given them this counsel, to make @iddoses the Hebrew,
and take his assistance, the king commanded hightluto produce him,
that he might be the general (1) of their army. pdhich, when she had
made him swear he would do him no harm, she deld/&m to the king,
and supposed his assistance would be of great &djeato them. She withal
reproached the priest, who, when they had befomadhed the Egyptians
to kill him, was not ashamed now to own their wafhis help.

2. So Moses, at the persuasion both of Thermutidstlae king himself,
cheerfully undertook the business: and the sacceibes of both nations
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were glad; those of the Egyptians, that they shatildnce overcome their
enemies by his valor, and that by the same piecemmariagement Moses
would be slain; but those of the Hebrews, that thlequld escape from the
Egyptians, because Moses was to be their genenalMBses prevented the
enemies, and took and led his army before thosmiesewere apprized of
his attacking them; for he did not march by thesrj\but by land, where he
gave a wonderful demonstration of his sagacity;vitien the ground was
difficult to be passed over, because of the mulatwf serpents, (which it
produces in vast numbers, and, indeed, is singiasome of those

productions, which other countries do not breedl wet such as are worse
than others in power and mischief, and an unuseeddness of sight, some
of which ascend out of the ground unseen, and fJsm the air, and so

come upon men at unawares, and do them a miscMeSgs invented a

wonderful stratagem to preserve the army safewatibut hurt; for he made

baskets, like unto arks, of sedge, and filled thveith ibes, (2) and carried

them along with them; which animal is the greatesemy to serpents
imaginable, for they fly from them when they conemanthem; and as they
fly they are caught and devoured by them, asweite done by the harts; but
the ibes are tame creatures, and only enemieset@dlpentine kind: but
about these ibes | say no more at present, sircétheks themselves are
not unacquainted with this sort of bird. As sodmeréefore, as Moses was
come to the land which was the breeder of theseenés, he let loose the
ibes, and by their means repelled the serpentimé, lend used them for his
assistants before the army came upon that grourknWie had therefore
proceeded thus on his journey, he came upon thedns before they

expected him; and, joining battle with them, hetltkam, and deprived them
of the hopes they had of success against the Emgtiand went on in

overthrowing their cities, and indeed made a grglaughter of these

Ethiopians. Now when the Egyptian army had onctethsf this prosperous
success, by the means of Moses, they did not statkeir diligence,

insomuch that the Ethiopians were in danger ofdpeaauced to slavery, and
all sorts of destruction; and at length they retire Saba, which was a royal
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city of Ethiopia, which Cambyses afterwards namestdv after the name of
his own sister. The place was to be besieged vaitit great difficulty, since
it was both encompassed by the Nile quite roundl #re other rivers,
Astapus and Astaboras, made it a very difficulbghiior such as attempted to
pass over them; for the city was situate in aedtplace, and was inhabited
after the manner of an island, being encompassé#d avstrong wall, and
having the rivers to guard them from their enemiasd having great
ramparts between the wall and the rivers, insomtledt, when the waters
come with the greatest violence, it can never lmavded; which ramparts
make it next to impossible for even such as areegatver the rivers to take
the city. However, while Moses was uneasy at tineyar lying idle, (for the
enemies durst not come to a battle,) this accilappened: - Tharbis was
the daughter of the king of the Ethiopians: shepleapd to see Moses as he
led the army near the walls, and fought with gaeatrage; and admiring the
subtility of his undertakings, and believing him be the author of the
Egyptians' success, when they had before despaifeddcovering their
liberty, and to be the occasion of the great danigerEthiopians were in,
when they had before boasted of their great achiewmes, she fell deeply in
love with him; and upon the prevalency of that pagssent to him the most
faithful of all her servants to discourse with habout their marriage. He
thereupon accepted the offer, on condition she avpubcure the delivering
up of the city; and gave her the assurance of &mtoaake her to his wife;
and that when he had once taken possession oftjhdne would not break
his oath to her. No sooner was the agreement niaatejt took effect
immediately; and when Moses had cut off the Etlanopj he gave thanks to
God, and consummated his marriage, and led the tiaggpback to their
own land.

Footnotes:

1. This history of Moses, as general of the Egyptiaamainst the
Ethiopians, is wholly omitted in our Bibles; buttisis by Irenaeus, from
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Josephus, and that soon after his own age: - "Bosegays, that when
Moses was nourished in the palace, he was appogeedral of the

army against the Ethiopians, and conquered theranwile married that
king's daughter; because, out of her affectionhfar, she delivered the
city up to him." See the Fragments of Irenaeus.eat. Grab. p. 472.
Nor perhaps did St. Stephen refer to any thing eleen he said of
Moses, before he was sent by God to the Israetit@she was not only
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, but wk® mighty in words
and in deeds, Acts 7:22.

. Pliny speaks of these birds called ibes; and sdyke Egyptians

invoked them against the serpents,” Hist. Nat. B.cK. 28. Strabo
speaks of this island Meroe, and these rivers Astagmd Astaboras, B.
XVI. p. 771, 786; and B XVII. p. 82].
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Chapter 11

Moses Fled Out of Egypt Into Midian

1. Now the Egyptians, after they had been presemgdMoses,
entertained a hatred to him, and were very eageonmpassing their designs
against him, as suspecting that he would take @mta$rom his good
success, to raise a sedition, and bring innovatiotts Egypt; and told the
king he ought to be slain. The king had also samentions of himself to the
same purpose, and this as well out of envy at loisogis expedition at the
head of his army, as out of fear of being brought by him and being
instigated by the sacred scribes, he was readgydertake to kill Moses: but
when he had learned beforehand what plots there against him, he went
away privately; and because the public roads weastclved, he took his
flight through the deserts, and where his enenoesdcnot suspect he would
travel; and, though he was destitute of food, hatvem, and despised that
difficulty courageously; and when he came to thy ®ilidian, which lay
upon the Red Sea, and was so denominated fromfoferaham's sons by
Keturah, he sat upon a certain well, and restedsdlinthere after his
laborious journey, and the affliction he had beenlt was not far from the
city, and the time of the day was noon, where ltedraoccasion offered him
by the custom of the country of doing what recomdeshhis virtue, and
afforded him an opportunity of bettering his ciratamces.

2. For that country having but little water, thegherds used to seize on
the wells before others came, lest their flocksusthavant water, and lest it
should be spent by others before they came. The¥ee vimow come,
therefore, to this well seven sisters that weragying, the daughters of
Raguel, a priest, and one thought worthy by thepjeeof the country of
great honor. These virgins, who took care of thainer's flocks, which sort
of work it was customary and very familiar for wom& do in the country
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of the Troglodytes, they came first of all, andwineater out of the well in a
guantity sufficient for their flocks, into troughwhich were made for the
reception of that water; but when the shepherdsaapon the maidens, and
drove them away, that they might have the commahdthe water
themselves, Moses, thinking it would be a territdproach upon him if he
overlooked the young women under unjust oppressind,should suffer the
violence of the men to prevail over the right of tlnaidens, he drove away
the men, who had a mind to more than their shard, aforded a proper
assistance to the women; who, when they had reteiveh a benefit from
him, came to their father, and told him how they lh@en affronted by the
shepherds, and assisted by a stranger, and edttbatehe would not let this
generous action be done in vain, nor go withouévaard. Now the father
took it well from his daughters that they were ®&sitbus to reward their
benefactor; and bid them bring Moses into his presgthat he might be
rewarded as he deserved. And when Moses came, ldehbm what
testimony his daughters bare to him, that he hatasl them; and that, as
he admired him for his virtue, he said that Mosad bestowed such his
assistance on persons not insensible of benefitswhere they were both
able and willing to return the kindness, and ewvem®xceed the measure of
his generosity. So he made him his son, and gameohe of his daughters in
marriage; and appointed him to be the guardiansamperintendent over his
cattle; for of old, all the wealth of the barbasamas in those cattle.
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Chapter 12

The Burning Bush and the Rod of Moses

1. Now Moses, when he had obtained the favor dfrdefor that was
one of the names of Raguel, staid there and fedlduk; but some time
afterward, taking his station at the mountain chfnai, he drove his flocks
thither to feed them. Now this is the highest otlad mountains thereabout,
and the best for pasturage, the herbage being ¢jom@ and it had not been
before fed upon, because of the opinion men hadGlod dwelt there, the
shepherds not daring to ascend up to it; and henes that a wonderful
prodigy happened to Moses; for a fire fed upon @rthoush, yet did the
green leaves and the flowers continue untouchedl tlan fire did not at all
consume the fruit branches, although the flame gvaat and fierce. Moses
was aftrighted at this strange sight, as it wahkito; but he was still more
astonished when the fire uttered a voice, and aaliehim by name, and
spake words to him, by which it signified how bablel had been in venturing
to come into a place whither no man had ever coef@®, because the place
was divine; and advised him to remove a great whyram the flame, and
to be contented with what he had seen; and thoeghdre himself a good
man, and the offspring of great men, yet that lmukhnot pry any further;
and he foretold to him, that he should have glorgg Bonor among men, by
the blessing of God upon him. He also commandedtbigo away thence
with confidence to Egypt, in order to his being tbemmander and
conductor of the body of the Hebrews, and to hisreleng his own people
from the injuries they suffered there: "For," s@&dd, "they shall inhabit this
happy land which your forefather Abraham inhabitadd shall have the
enjoyment of all good things." But still he enjoththem, when he brought
the Hebrews out of the land of Egypt, to come ftat ghlace, and to offer
sacrifices of thanksgiving there, Such were thandioracles which were
delivered out of the fire.
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2. But Moses was astonished at what he saw, anti moce at what he
heard; and he said, "l think it would be an instan€too great madness, O
Lord, for one of that regard | bear to thee, tards thy power, since |
myself adore it, and know that it has been madeifestrto my progenitors:
but | am still in doubt how I, who am a private mand one of no abilities,
should either persuade my own countrymen to leheecbuntry they now
inhabit, and to follow me to a land whither | letl@m,; or, if they should be
persuaded, how can | force Pharaoh to permit therdepart, since they
augment their own wealth and prosperity by the atand works they put
upon them ?"

3. But God persuaded him to be courageous on aasiens, and
promised to be with him, and to assist him in hizrdg, when he was to
persuade men; and in his deeds, when he was torperfonders. He bid
him also to take a signal of the truth of what el sby throwing his rod
upon the ground, which, when he had done, it aiptg, and was become a
serpent, and rolled itself round in its folds, ardcted its head, as ready to
revenge itself on such as should assault it; &ftech it become a rod again
as it was before. After this God bid Moses to pist tight hand into his
bosom: he obeyed, and when he took it out it wasewand in color like to
chalk, but afterward it returned to its wonted coémain. He also, upon
God's command, took some of the water that was Iniear and poured it
upon the ground, and saw the color was that ofdltpon the wonder that
Moses showed at these signs, God exhorted him tdf geod courage, and
to be assured that he would be the greatest suggpbitn; and bid him make
use of those signs, in order to obtain belief amalhgien, that "thou art sent
by me, and dost all things according to my commaAdsordingly | enjoin
thee to make no more delays, but to make hastgyptEand to travel night
and day, and not to draw out the time, and so nihkeslavery of the
Hebrews and their sufferings to last the longer."
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4. Moses having now seen and heard these wondsdragbured him of
the truth of these promises of God, had no roomhief to disbelieve them:
he entreated him to grant him that power when leilshbe in Egypt; and
besought him to vouchsafe him the knowledge ofows name; and since
he had heard and seen him, that he would alsditellhis name, that when
he offered sacrifice he might invoke him by suck l@ame in his oblations.
Whereupon God declared to him his holy name, wiied never been
discovered to men before; concerning which it i law/ful for me to say
any more (1) Now these signs accompanied Moseghantonly, but always
when he prayed for them: of all which signs heilaited the firmest assent
to the fire in the bush; and believing that God lddee a gracious supporter
to him, he hoped he should be able to deliver Ws mation, and bring
calamities on the Egyptians.

Footnote:

1. This superstitious fear of discovering the naménviaur letters, which
of late we have been used falsely to pronouncevddhdut seems to
have been originally pronounced Jahoh, or Jacgvem | think, heard of
till this passage of Josephus; and this supenstiilo not pronouncing
that name, has continued among the Rabbinical thetigs day (though
whether the Samaritans and Caraites observed rasly, does not
appear). Josephus also durst not set down the wergls of the ten
commandments, as we shall see hereafter, Antidll.Bch. 5. sect. 4,
which superstitious silence | think has yet notrbeentinued even by
the Rabbins. It is, however, no doubt but both é¢hesmutious
concealments were taught Josephus by the Pharsdex]y of men at
once very wicked and very superstitious.
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Chapter 13

Moses and Aaron Returned Into Egypt

1. So Moses, when he understood that the Pharaokhose reign he
fled away, was dead, asked leave of Raguel to dmypt, for the benefit of
his own people. And he took with him Zipporah, teughter of Raguel,
whom he had married, and the children he had by®Gersom and Eleazer,
and made haste into Egypt. Now the former of thtmmes, Gersom, in the
Hebrew tongue, signifies that he was in a straagd;land Eleazer, that, by
the assistance of the God of his fathers, he heapesl from the Egyptians.
Now when they were near the borders, Aaron hishlerptby the command
of God, met him, to whom he declared what had kefahim at the
mountain, and the commands that God had given Bum.as they were
going forward, the chief men among the Hebrewsjrntplearned that they
were coming, met them: to whom Moses declareditirs$he had seen; and
while they could not believe them, he made themteeen, So they took
courage at these surprising and unexpected sightshoped well of their
entire deliverance, as believing now that God toade of their preservation.

2. Since then Moses found that the Hebrews wouldoledient to
whatsoever he should direct, as they promised taibeé were in love with
liberty, he came to the king, who had indeed buglyareceived the
government, and told him how much he had done ler good of the
Egyptians, when they were despised by the Ethigpiand their country laid
waste by them; and how he had been the commandkeeioforces, and had
labored for them, as if they had been his own peapd he informed him in
what danger he had been during that expeditiorhowit having any proper
returns made him as he had deserved. He also iatbhim distinctly what
things happened to him at Mount Sinai; and what &md to him; and the
signs that were done by God, in order to assuredfithe authority of those
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commands which he had given him. He also exhortednot to disbelieve
what he told him, nor to oppose the will of God.

3. But when the king derided Moses; he made hireamest see the
signs that were done at Mount Sinai. Yet was timg kiery angry with him
and called him an ill man, who had formerly run gwieom his Egyptian
slavery, and came now back with deceitful tricksl &vonders, and magical
arts, to astonish him. And when he had said tlesgdmmanded the priests
to let him see the same wonderful sights; as kngwhiat the Egyptians were
skillful in this kind of learning, and that he wast the only person who
knew them, and pretended them to be divine; ast@siold him, that when
he brought such wonderful sights before him, held/anly be believed by
the unlearned. Now when the priests threw downr traals, they became
serpents. But Moses was not daunted at it; and Saiéding, | do not myself
despise the wisdom of the Egyptians, but | say tizt | do is so much
superior to what these do by magic arts and triakdDivine power exceeds
the power of man: but I will demonstrate that whdb is not done by cratft,
or counterfeiting what is not really true, but thidey appear by the
providence and power of God." And when he had #ag] he cast his rod
down upon the ground, and commanded it to turrfiteéo a serpent. It
obeyed him, and went all round, and devoured this @f the Egyptians,
which seemed to be dragons, until it had consurehtall. It then returned
to its own form, and Moses took it into his hanaiag

4. However, the king was no more moved when wa® dban before;
and being very angry, he said that he should gatinimg by this his cunning
and shrewdness against the Egyptians; - and he aoded him that was the
chief taskmaster over the Hebrews, to give thenrataxation from their
labors, but to compel them to submit to greatereggions than before; and
though he allowed them chaff before for makingtieicks, he would allow
it them no longer, but he made them to work hatari@k-making in the day-
time, and to gather chaff in the night. Now whemrithabor was thus
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doubled upon them, they laid the blame upon Mdsesause their labor and
their misery were on his account become more seteetkem. But Moses
did not let his courage sink for the king's threatgs; nor did he abate of his
zeal on account of the Hebrews' complaints; busungorted himself, and
set his soul resolutely against them both, and agedwn utmost diligence
to procure liberty to his countrymen. So he wenth® king, and persuaded
him to let the Hebrews go to Mount Sinai, and theresacrifice to God,
because God had enjoined them so to do. He pemuade also not to
counterwork the designs of God, but to esteemavsrfabove all things, and
to permit them to depart, lest, before he be awsrday an obstruction in the
way of the Divine commands, and so occasion his @wfiering such
punishments as it was probable any one that couotked the Divine
commands should undergo, since the severest @ffictarise from every
object to those that provoke the Divine wrath agiaihem; for such as these
have neither the earth nor the air for their frigndor are the fruits of the
womb according to nature, but every thing is umidig and adverse towards
them. He said further, that the Egyptians shoulohkthis by sad experience;
and that besides, the Hebrew people should go foiltea country without
their consent.
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Chapter 14

The Ten Plagues Which Came Upon the Egyptians

1. But when the king despised the words of Mosed,led no regard at
all to them, grievous plagues seized the Egyptiamsry one of which | will
describe, both because no such plagues did eveehap any other nation
as the Egyptians now felt, and because | would detnate that Moses did
not fail in any one thing that he foretold themgdrecause it is for the good
of mankind, that they may learn this caution - oo anything that may
displease God, lest he be provoked to wrath, ardgevtheir iniquities upon
them. For the Egyptian river ran with bloody waaéthe command of God,
insomuch that it could not be drunk, and they hadtiner spring of water
neither; for the water was not only of the colobédod, but it brought upon
those that ventured to drink of it, great pains ligr torment. Such was the
river to the Egyptians; but it was sweet and fit doinking to the Hebrews,
and no way different from what it naturally usedom As the king therefore
knew not what to do in these surprising circumstan@nd was in fear for
the Egyptians, he gave the Hebrews leave to go amaywhen the plague
ceased, he changed his mind again, end would ffet $iem to go.

2. But when God saw that he was ungrateful, andhupe ceasing of
this calamity would not grow wiser, he sent anotipdggue upon the
Egyptians: - An innumerable multitude of frogs comed the fruit of the
ground; the river was also full of them, insomulshattthose who drew water
had it spoiled by the blood of these animals, a3y tdied in, and were
destroyed by, the water; and the country was fufiliby slime, as they were
born, and as they died: they also spoiled theiselgsin their houses which
they used, and were found among what they eat drat they drank, and
came in great numbers upon their beds. There vgasaa ungrateful smell,
and a stink arose from them, as they were born,aasnthey died therein.
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Now, when the Egyptians were under the oppressiadhese miseries, the

king ordered Moses to take the Hebrews with hind, la& gone. Upon which

the whole multitude of the frogs vanished away; both the land and the

river returned to their former natures. But as saerPharaoh saw the land
freed from this plague, he forgot the cause o&mig retained the Hebrews;
and, as though he had a mind to try the natureatmuch judgments, he
would not yet suffer Moses and his people to degaving granted that

liberty rather out of fear than out of any good sideration. (1)

3. Accordingly, God punished his falseness withtaeoplague, added
to the former; for there arose out of the bodiestltd Egyptians an
innumerable quantity of lice, by which, wicked asyt were, they miserably
perished, as not able to destroy this sort of vemither with washes or with
ointments. At which terrible judgment the king ofjiyipt was in disorder,
upon the fear into which he reasoned himself, hast people should be
destroyed, and that the manner of this death wssraproachful, so that he
was forced in part to recover himself from his vadktemper to a sounder
mind, for he gave leave for the Hebrews themsedivatepart. But when the
plague thereupon ceased, he thought it properdoiree that they should
leave their children and wives behind them, as ge#edof their return;
whereby he provoked God to be more vehemently aagrdyim, as if he
thought to impose on his providence, and as ifateamonly Moses, and not
God, who punished the Egyptians for the sake ofH@bkrews: for he filled
that country full of various sorts of pestilent@katures, with their various
properties, such indeed as had never come intgitfid of men before, by
whose means the men perished themselves, and ridenas destitute of
husbandmen for its cultivation; but if any thingcased destruction from
them, it was killed by a distemper which the medanwvent also.

4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield towiile of God, but,
while he gave leave to the husbands to take theiesvwith them, yet
insisted that the children should be left behindd@resently resolved to
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punish his wickedness with several sorts of calasjiiand those worse than
the foregoing, which yet had so generally afflictedm; for their bodies had
terrible boils, breaking forth with blains, whilagy were already inwardly
consumed; and a great part of the Egyptians petighéhis manner. But
when the king was not brought to reason by thigyma hail was sent down
from heaven; and such halil it was, as the climétegypt had never suffered
before, nor was it like to that which falls in otleimates in winter time, (2)
but was larger than that which falls in the middlespring to those that
dwell in the northern and north-western regiondsTtail broke down their
boughs laden with fruit. After this a tribe of I@ta consumed the seed which
was not hurt by the hail; so that to the Egyptialhfiopes of the future fruits
of the ground were entirely lost.

5. One would think the forementioned calamities hidpave been
sufficient for one that was only foolish, withouickedness, to make him
wise, and to make him Sensible what was for himathge. But Pharaoh, led
not so much by his folly as by his wickedness, ewben he saw the cause
of his miseries, he still contested with God, anllfwily deserted the cause
of virtue; so he bid Moses take the Hebrews awath their wives and
children, to leave their cattle behind, since tlosin cattle were destroyed.
But when Moses said that what he desired was yngiste they were
obliged to offer sacrifices to God of those catthd the time being
prolonged on this account, a thick darkness, withiba least light, spread
itself over the Egyptians, whereby their sight lgeibstructed, and their
breathing hindered by the thickness of the aity thied miserably, and under
a terror lest they should be swallowed up by thekk ddoud. Besides this,
when the darkness, after three days and as mahysnigas dissipated, and
when Pharaoh did not still repent and let the Hebrgo, Moses came to
him and said, "How long wilt thou be disobedientlte command of God?
for he enjoins thee to let the Hebrews go; nohésd any other way of being
freed from the calamities are under, unless yosa But the king angry at
what he said, and threatened to cut off his hedueiftame any more to

61



trouble him these matters. Hereupon Moses saidobhespeak to him any
more about them, for he himself, together with ghiecipal men among the
Egyptians, should desire the Hebrews away. So Wheses had said this, he
his way.

6. But when God had signified, that with one plagneewould compel
the Egyptians to let Hebrews go, he commanded Mmsedl the people that
they should have a sacrifice ready, and they shprggare themselves on
the tenth day of the month Xanthicus, against tuetéenth, (which month is
called by the Egyptians Pharmuth, Nisan by the Elsbr but the
Macedonians call it Xanthicus,) and that he shaaldy the Hebrews with
all they had. Accordingly, he having got the Helseveady for their
departure, and having sorted the people into tribekept them together in
one place: but when the fourteenth day was come,alinwere ready to
depart they offered the sacrifice, and purifiedirttuses with the blood,
using bunches of hyssop for that purpose; and whey had supped, they
burnt the remainder of the flesh, as just readgegoart. Whence it is that we
do still offer this sacrifice in like manner to shday, and call this festival
Pascha which signifies the feast of the passowealise on that day God
passed us over, and sent the plague upon the Bggptor the destruction of
the first-born came upon the Egyptians that nigiat, that many of the
Egyptians who lived near the king's palace, pemsdadédharaoh to let the
Hebrews go. Accordingly he called for Moses, and them be gone; as
supposing, that if once the Hebrews were gone buhe country, Egypt
should be freed from its miseries. They also homhdne Hebrews with gifts;
(3) some, in order to get them to depart quicklyd athers on account of
their neighborhood, and the friendship they hadhwiem.

Footnotes:

1. Of this judicial hardening the hearts and blindihg eyes of wicked
men, or infatuating them, as a just punishmentti@ir other willful
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sins, to their own destruction, see the note ondAl. VII. ch. 9. sect.

6.

. As to this winter or spring hail near Egypt and eaidsee the like on
thunder and lightning there, in the note on AnBqgVI. ch. 5. sect. 6.

. These large presents made to the Israelites, aklsesf and vessels of
gold, and raiment, were, as Josephus truly cafimtiygifts really given

them; not lent them, as our English falsely rendbemm. They were

spoils required, not of them, Genesis 15:14; Exagt@®; 11:2; Psalm

105:37,) as the same version falsely renders theddeword Exodus

12:35, 36. God had ordered the Jews to demand Hee#eeir pay and
reward, during their long and bitter slavery in Bfjyas atonements for
the lives of the Egyptians, and as the conditionhef Jews' departure,
and of the Egyptians' deliverance from these teerjisdgments, which,

had they not now ceased, they had soon been all oem, as they
themselves confess, ch. 12. 33. Nor was there emgesin borrowing or
lending, when the Israelites were finally departmg of the land for

ever.
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Chapter 15

The Hebrews Left Egypt

1. So the Hebrews went out of Egypt, while the HEgys wept, and
repented that they had treated them so hardly.w they took their journey
by Letopolis, a place at that time deserted, buer@Babylon was built
afterwards, when Cambyses laid Egypt waste: btheswent away hastily,
on the third day they came to a place called Bebélae, on the Red Sea; and
when they had no food out of the land, becauseag a desert, they eat of
loaves kneaded of flour, only warmed by a gentlat;hand this food they
made use of for thirty days; for what they broughth them out of Egypt
would not suffice them any longer time; and thisyamhile they dispensed it
to each person, to use so much only as would derveecessity, but not for
satiety. Whence it is that, in memory of the wametwere then in, we keep a
feast for eight days, which is called the feastimieavened bread. Now the
entire multitude of those that went out, includithg women and children,
was not easy to be numbered, but those that wema afje fit for war, were
six hundred thousand.

2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on tifeeénth day of the
lunar month; four hundred and thirty years after tarefather Abraham
came into Canaan, but two hundred and fifteen yealy after Jacob
removed into Egypt. (1) It was the eightieth yebthe age of Moses, and of
that of Aaron three more. They also carried outlitbaes of Joesph with
them, as he had charged his sons to do.

3. But the Egyptians soon repented that the Hebvesve gone; and the
king also was mightily concerned that this had beetured by the magic
arts of Moses; so they resolved to go after theatofdingly they took their
weapons, and other warlike furniture, and pursuiéer ahem, in order to
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bring them back, if once they overtook them, beeahsy would now have
no pretense to pray to God against them, since tiee) already been
permitted to go out; and they thought they shoualsilg overcome them, as
they had no armor, and would be weary with theirpey; so they made
haste in their pursuit, and asked of every one thetywhich way they were
gone. And indeed that land was difficult to be &lad over, not only by
armies, but by single persons. Now Moses led tharédes this way, that in
case the Egyptians should repent and be desiroparsue after them, they
might undergo the punishment of their wickednessl af the breach of
those promises they had made to them. As also cheéhkem this way on
account of the Philistines, who had quarreled whim, and hated them of
old, that by all means they might not know of thdeparture, for their
country is near to that of Egypt; and thence it Wag Moses led them not
along the road that tended to the land of the $limés, but he was desirous
that they should go through the desert, that ser affong journey, and after
many afflictions, they might enter upon the landCahaan. Another reason
of this was, that God commanded him to bring thepfeeto Mount Sinai,
that there they might offer him sacrifices. Now whihe Egyptians had
overtaken the Hebrews, they prepared to fight theama, by their multitude
they drove them into a narrow place; for the nunthat pursued after them
was six hundred chariots, with fifty thousand harsa, and two hundred
thousand foot-men, all armed. They also seizedhenpiassages by which
they imagined the Hebrews might fly, shutting them (2) between
inaccessible precipices and the sea; for there[@ragach side] a [ridge of]
mountains that terminated at the sea, which wemassable by reason of
their roughness, and obstructed their flight; wkeree they there pressed
upon the Hebrews with their army, where [the ridgBthe mountains were
closed with the sea; which army they placed atctiaps of the mountains,
that so they might deprive them of any passageth@glain.

4. When the Hebrews, therefore, were neither ableéear up, being
thus, as it were, besieged, because they wantedsymus, nor saw any
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possible way of escaping; and if they should hdaeight of fighting, they
had no weapons; they expected a universal desinjatnless they delivered
themselves up to the Egyptians. So they laid teenblon Moses, and forgot
all the signs that had been wrought by God fordoevery of their freedom,;
and this so far, that their incredulity prompteérthto throw stones at the
prophet, while he encouraged them and promised ttediverance; and they
resolved that they would deliver themselves uph® Egyptians. So there
was sorrow and lamentation among the women andirelmj who had
nothing but destruction before their eyes, whileytivere encompassed with
mountains, the sea, and their enemies, and distemeavay of flying from
them.

5. But Moses, though the multitude looked fiercaly him, did not,
however, give over the care of them, but despifladthagers, out of his trust
in God, who, as he had afforded them the sevespkstlready taken for the
recovery of their liberty, which he had foretoleeth, would not now suffer
them to be subdued by their enemies, to be eitlaglenslaves or be slain by
them; and, standing in midst of them, he saidis'hot just of us to distrust
even men, when they have hitherto well managedafiairs, as if they
would not be the same hereatfter; but it is no bétten madness, at this time
to despair of the providence of God, by whose paalethose things have
been performed he promised, when you expected cio things: | mean all
that | have been concerned in for deliverance aedpme from slavery. Nay,
when we are in the utmost distress, as you seeughtaather to hope that
God will succor us, by whose operation it is tha are now this narrow
place, that he may out of such difficulties as atteerwise insurmountable
and out of which neither you nor your enemies ekgea can be delivered,
and may at once demonstrate his own power andonsdence over us. Nor
does God use to give his help in small difficultiegshose whom he favors,
but in such cases where no one can see how anyimopen can better their
condition. Depend, therefore, upon such a Protextas able to make small
things great, and to show that this mighty forcaiast you is nothing but
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weakness, and be not affrighted at the Egyptiaryanor do you despair of
being preserved, because the sea before, and thetamts behind, afford
you no opportunity for flying, for even these maains, if God so please,
may be made plain ground for you, and the sea beaynland."

Footnotes:

1. Why our Masorete copy so groundlessly abridgesabi®unt in Exodus
12:40, as to ascribe 430 years to the sole peagrmof the Israelites in
Egypt, when it is clear even by that Masorete cblagy elsewhere, as
well as from the express text itself, in the Sataari Septuagint, and
Josephus, that they sojourned in Egypt but half tihee, - and that by
consequence, the other half of their peregrinati@s in the land of
Canaan, before they came into Egypt, - is harchyo See Essay on the
Old Testament, p. 62, 63.

2. Take the main part of Reland's excellent note hergich greatly
illustrates Josephus, and the Scripture, in thesohy, as follows: "[A
traveller, says Reland, whose name was] Enemam weeeturned out
of Egypt, told me that he went the same way fromdEgo Mount Sinai,
which he supposed the Israelites of old traveled that he found
several mountainous tracts, that ran down towahneés Red Sea. He
thought the Israelites had proceeded as far asdésert of Etham,
Exodus 13:20, when they were commanded by God ttarnrdback,
Exodus 14:2, and to pitch their camp between Migdual the sea; and
that when they were not able to fly, unless by sy were shut in on
each side by mountains. He also thought we mighdeetly learn
hence, how it might be said that the IsraelitesawerEtham before they
went over the sea, and yet might be said to haweedato Etham after
they had passed over the sea also. Besides, hengaa® account how
he passed over a river in a boat near the city ,Smeizh he says must
needs be the Heroopolia of the ancients, since ditytcould not be
situate any where else in that neighborhood."
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As to the famous passage produced here by Dr. Berraut of

Herodotus, as the most ancient heathen testimonyh@flsraelites
coming from the Red Sea into Palestine, Bishop Garrabd has shown
that it belongs to the old Canaanite or Phoenistagpherds, and their

retiring out of Egypt into Canaan or Phoenicia,gdrefore the days of
Moses. Sanchoniatho, p. 374, &c.
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Chapter 16

The Sea Was Divided Asunder for the Hebrews

1. When Moses had said this, he led them to thevdake the Egyptians
looked on; for they were within sight. Now theser&eo distressed by the
toil of their pursuit, that they thought propergot off fighting till the next
day. But when Moses was come to the sea-shoreydkehis rod, and made
supplication to God, and called upon him to berthelper and assistant; and
said "Thou art not ignorant, O Lord, that it is bag human strength and
human contrivance to avoid the difficulties we aosv under; but it must be
thy work altogether to procure deliverance to #nsiy, which has left Egypt
at thy appointment. We despair of any other assistar contrivance, and
have recourse only to that hope we have in thedjfahere be any method
that can promise us an escape by thy providencdoekeup to thee for it.
And let it come quickly, and manifest thy poweruss and do thou raise up
this people unto good courage and hope of deliveranho are deeply sunk
into a disconsolate state of mind. We are in albasfpplace, but still it is a
place that thou possessest; still the sea is thihme,mountains also that
enclose us are thine; so that these mountainsogéh themselves if thou
commandest them, and the sea also, if thou commsartdavill become dry
land. Nay, we might escape by a flight through &we if thou shouldst
determine we should have that way of salvation."

2. When Moses had thus addressed himself to Godnoge the sea
with his rod, which parted asunder at the strokel, @ceiving those waters
into itself, left the ground dry, as a road and lace of flight for the
Hebrews. Now when Moses saw this appearance of &@udl that the sea
went out of its own place, and left dry land, henwfrst of all into it, and
bid the Hebrews to follow him along that divine dpand to rejoice at the
danger their enemies that followed them were il gawve thanks to God for

69



this so surprising a deliverance which appeareih tnan.

3. Now, while these Hebrews made no stay, but wergarnestly, as led
by God's presence with them, the Egyptians suppbsstdthat they were
distracted, and were going rashly upon manifestraetson. But when they
saw that they were going a great way without anynhand that no obstacle
or difficulty fell in their journey, they made hastio pursue them, hoping that
the sea would be calm for them also. They put theise foremost, and went
down themselves into the sea. Now the Hebrewsgwhése were putting on
their armor, and therein spending their time, westrehand with them, and
escaped them, and got first over to the land onother side without any
hurt. Whence the others were encouraged, and nouneageously pursued
them, as hoping no harm would come to them neithet:the Egyptians
were not aware that they went into a road madéhHebrews, and not for
others; that this road was made for the deliverafitkose in danger, but not
for those that were earnest to make use of itHerdthers' destruction. As
soon, therefore, as ever the whole Egyptian armg wdhin it, the sea
flowed to its own place, and came down with a tormaised by storms of
wind, (1) and encompassed the Egyptians. Showeraimfalso came down
from the sky, and dreadful thunders and lightningth flashes of fire.
Thunderbolts also were darted upon them. Nor wasetlny thing which
used to be sent by God upon men, as indicatiomgsofrath, which did not
happen at this time, for a dark and dismal nighgregsed them. And thus
did all these men perish, so that there was nothaane left to be a messenger
of this calamity to the rest of the Egyptians.

4. But the Hebrews were not able to contain thevesefor joy at their
wonderful deliverance, and destruction of their m®s; now indeed
supposing themselves firmly delivered, when thdsd would have forced
them into slavery were destroyed, and when theyndothey had God so
evidently for their protector. And now these Hebselaving escaped the
danger they were in, after this manner, and besitss seeing their enemies
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punished in such a way as is never recorded ofodmr men whomsoever,
were all the night employed in singing of hymnsd an mirth. (2) Moses
also composed a song unto God, containing hisggaend a thanksgiving
for his kindness, in hexameter verse. (3)

5. As for myself, | have delivered every part akthistory as | found it
in the sacred books; nor let any one wonder atdinengeness of the
narration if a way were discovered to those menldftime, who were free
from the wickedness of the modern ages, whetheappened by the will of
God or whether it happened of its own accord; -leyHor the sake of those
that accompanied Alexander, king of Macedonia, wket lived,
comparatively but a little while ago, the Pamphyltsea retired and afforded
them a passage (4) through itself, had no otherteayo; | mean, when it
was the will of God to destroy the monarchy of fersians: and this is
confessed to be true by all that have written allo@itactions of Alexander.
But as to these events, let every one determihe aseases.

6. On the next day Moses gathered together the amsamf the
Egyptians, which were brought to the camp of thérdes by the current of
the sea, and the force of the winds resistingniti e conjectured that this
also happened by Divine Providence, that so theghtmot be destitute of
weapons. So when he had ordered the Hebrews tthamselves with them,
he led them to Mount Sinai, in order to offer sioei to God, and to render
oblations for the salvation of the multitude, as Wwas charged to do
beforehand.

Footnotes:

1. Of these storms of wind, thunder, and lightningthas drowning of
Pharaoh's army, almost wanting in our copies ofdaso but fully extant
in that of David, Psalm 77:16-18, and in that afeJathus here, see Essay
on the Old Test. Append. p. 15,1, 155.
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2. What some have here objected against this pas$dge [sraelites over
the Red Sea, in this one night, from the commonsnaig. that this sea
being here about thirty miles broad, so great amyaronld not pass over
it in so short a time, is a great mistake. Monsevémot, an authentic
eye-witness, informs us, that this sea, for abiwvat days' journey, is no
where more than about eight or nine miles overs;raad in one place
but four or five miles, according to De Lisle's magich is made from
the best travelers themselves, and not copied @rivers. What has been
further objected against this passage of the iseaeland drowning of
the Egyptians, being miraculous also, viz. that &omight carry the
Israelites over at a low tide without any miracidjle yet the Egyptians,
not knowing the tide so well as he, might be drodvaopon the return of
the tide, is a strange story indeed ! That Mosd®) wever had lived
here, should know the quantity and time of the fand reflux of the
Red Sea better than the Egyptians themselves meithborhood! Yet
does Artapanus, an ancient heathen historian, mfas, that this was
what the more ignorant Memphites, who lived at aagrdistance,
pretended, though he confesses, that the moreel@andeliopolitans,
who lived much nearer, owned the destruction ofEggptians, and the
deliverance of the Israelites, to have been mimailand De Castro, a
mathematician, who surveyed this sea with greattaras, informs us,
that there is no great flux or reflux in this paftthe Red Sea, to give a
color to this hypothesis; nay, that at the elevatbthe tide there is little
above half the height of a man. See Essay on tdeTést. Append. p.
239, 240. So vain and groundless are these antikthevasions and
subterfuges of our modern sceptics and unbelieasis,so certainly do
thorough inquiries and authentic evidence dispramd confute such
evasions and subterfuges upon all occasions.

3. What that hexameter verse, in which Moses's tritanplsong is here
said to be written, distinctly means, our presgmorance of the old
Hebrew metre or measure will not let us determiN. does it appear to
me certain that even Josephus himself had a distoton of it, though
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he speaks of several sort of that metre or meadoth here and
elsewhere. Antig. B. IV. ch. 8. sect. 44; and Bl. ¢h. 12. sect. 3.

. Take here the original passages of the four oldastthat still remain,
as to this transit of Alexander the Great over Bamphylian Sea: |
mean, of Callisthenes, Strabu, Arrian, and Appras.to Callisthenes,
who himself accompanied Alexander in this expeditigustathius, in
his Notes on the third lliad of Homer, (as Dr. Baah here informs us,)
says, That "this Callisthenes wrote how the Pamahy®ea did not only
open a passage for Alexander, but, by rising addgdy him homage as
its king." Strabo's is this (Geog. B. XIV. p. 668)\ow about Phaselis is
that narrow passage, by the sea-side, through whecarmy. There is a
mountain called Climax, adjoins to the Sea of Payha@hleaving a
narrow passage on the shore, which, in calm weathbare, so as to be
passable by travelers, but when the sea overflibwsscovered to a great
degree by the waves. Now then, the ascent by thetams being round
about and steep, in still weather they make usthefroad along the
coast. But Alexander fell into the winter seasard aommitting himself
chiefly to fortune, he marched on before the wanetsed; and so it
happened that were a whole day in journeying oweand were under
water up to the navel." Arrian's account is this (B p. 72, 73):
Alexander removed from Phaselis, he sent somehpamrmy over the
mountains to Perga; which road the Thracians shdwad A difficult
way it was, but short. he himself conducted thbse were with him by
the sea-shore. This road is impassable at any @therthan when the
north wind blows; but if the south wind prevailetk is no passing by
the shore. Now at this time, after strong southdsjra north wind blew,
and that not without the Divine Providence, (ashble¢ and they that
were with him supposed,) and afforded him an easlycuick passage."
Appian, when he compares Caesar and AlexanderhmgetDe Bel.
Civil. B. Il. p. 522,) says, "That they both depeddon their boldness
and fortune, as much as on their skill in war. Asirasstance of which,
Alexander journeyed over a country without watear, the heat of
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summer, to the oracle of [Jupiter] Hammon, and kljyipassed over the
Bay of Pamphylia, when, by Divine Providence, tea svas cut off -
thus Providence restraining the sea on his accamtt had sent him
rain when he traveled [over the desert]."

N. B. -- Since, in the days of Josephus, as heressus, all the more
numerous original historians of Alexander gavedheount he has here
set down, as to the providential going back of thaters of the
Pamphylian Sea, when he was going with his armyddetroy the
Persian monarchy, which the fore-named authors remaining fully
confirm, it is without all just foundation that &gshus is here blamed by
some late writers for quoting those ancient authgren the present
occasion; nor can the reflections of Plutarch, my ather author later
than Josephus, be in the least here alleged taachcit him. Josephus
went by all the evidence he then had, and thateenie of the most
authentic sort also. So that whatever the modemstinink of the thing
itself, there is hence not the least color for imgdfault with Josephus:
he would rather have been much to blame had heteamithese
guotations.
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