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FROM THE DEATH OF ELI TO
THE DEATH OF SAUL

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
The Destruction That Came Upon the Philistines

1. When the Philistines had taken the ark of thereles captive, as |
said a little before, they carried it to the citfyAshdod, and put it by their
own god, who was called Dagon, (1) as one of thpails; but when they
went into his temple the next morning to worshipitilgod, they found him
paying the same worship to the ark, for he lay @l@as having fallen down
from the basis whereon he had stood: so they toukup, and set him on his
basis again, and were much troubled at what hagbdmegul; and as they
frequently came to Dagon and found him still lyialpng, in a posture of
adoration to the ark, they were in very great d&strand confusion. At length
God sent a very destructive disease upon the odycauntry of Ashdod, for
they died of the dysentery or flux, a sore distempeat brought death upon
them very suddenly; for before the soul could, asaliin easy deaths, be
well loosed from the body, they brought up theitraifts, and vomited up
what they had eaten, and what was entirely corduptethe disease. And as
to the fruits of their country, a great multitudiensice arose out of the earth
and hurt them, and spared neither the plants refrthts. Now while the
people of Ashdod were under these misfortunesyaard not able to support
themselves under their calamities, they perceived they suffered thus
because of the ark, and that the victory they hattleg, and their having
taken the ark captive, had not happened for thmdgthey therefore sent to
the people of Askelon, and desired that they waaltkive the ark among
them. This desire of the people of Ashdod was medgieeable to those of
Askelon, so they granted them that favor. But wtiery had gotten the ark,
they were in the same miserable condition; fordahecarried along with it
the disasters that the people of Ashdod had sufféoethose who received it
from them. Those of Askelon also sent it away frimamselves to others:
nor did it stay among those others neither; focesithey were pursued by the
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same disasters, they still sent it to the neighmgpcities; so that the ark went
round, after this manner, to the five cities of fPkilistines, as though it
exacted these disasters as a tribute to be pladiis coming among them.

2. When those that had experienced these miseres tived out with
them, and when those that heard of them were taihgnéby not to admit
the ark among them, since they paid so dear atérifmr it, at length they
sought for some contrivance and method how theynhggt free from it: so
the governors of the five cities, Gath, and Ekrand Askelon, as also of
Gaza, and Ashclod, met together, and considered waa fit to be done;
and at first they thought proper to send the amklda its own people, as
allowing that God had avenged its cause; that thsemes they had
undergone came along with it, and that these wemné @gn their cities upon
its account, and together with it. However, themravthose that said they
should not do so, nor suffer themselves to be @eluds ascribing the cause
of their miseries to it, because it could not haueh power and force upon
them; for, had God had such a regard to it, it Wwowdt have been delivered
into the hands of men. So they exhorted them tagliet, and to take
patiently what had befallen them, and to supposeetivas no other cause of
it but nature, which, at certain revolutions of éinproduces such mutations
in the bodies of men, in the earth, in plants, @mnal things that grow out of
the earth. But the counsel that prevailed overdhaseady described, was
that of certain men, who were believed to havemjsished themselves in
former times for their understanding and prudeacel who, in their present
circumstances, seemed above all the rest to spepknty. These men said it
was not right either to send the ark away, or taimeit, but to dedicate five
golden images, one for every city, as a thank-offeto God, on account of
his having taken care of their preservation, andrgakept them alive when
their lives were likely to be taken away by sucsteinpers as they were not
able to bear up against. They also would have theke five golden mice
like to those that devoured and destroyed theinttgu2) to put them in a
bag, and lay them upon the ark; to make them aastvalso for it, and to
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yoke milch kine to it (3) but to shut up their caty and keep them from
them, lest, by following after them, they shouldye a hinderance to their
dams, and that the dams might return the fasterobw desire of those
calves; then to drive these milch kine that cartieel ark, and leave it at a
place where three ways met, and So leave it t&itlteeto go along which of
those ways they pleased; that in case they wenwélyeto the Hebrews, and
ascended to their country, they should supposethieadrk was the cause of
their misfortunes; but if they turned into anotmead, they said, "We will
pursue after it, and conclude that it has no saootefin it."

3. So they determined that these men spake walltlzgy immediately
confirmed their opinion by doing accordingly. Anchen they had done as
has been already described, they brought the@arptace where three ways
met, and left it there and went their ways; but kivee went the right way,
and as if some persons had driven them, while thers of the Philistines
followed after them, as desirous to know where thewyld stand still, and to
whom they would go. Now there was a certain villaj¢he tribe of Judah,
the name of which was Bethshemesh, and to thaigeltid the kine go; and
though there was a great and good plain before tbhggmoceed in, they went
no farther, but stopped the cart there. This wsigla to those of that village,
and they were very glad; for it being then sumnmmeet and all the
inhabitants being then in the fields gatheringhaitt fruits, they left off the
labors of their hands for joy, as soon as they thenark, and ran to the cart,
and taking the ark down, and the vessel that hadrfages in it, and the
mice, they set them upon a certain rock which vmathe plain; and when
they had offered a splendid sacrifice to God, asaktied, they offered the
cart and the kine as a burnt-offering: and whenldonés of the Philistines
saw this, they returned back.

4. But now it was that the wrath of God overtookrth and struck
seventy persons (4) of the village of Bethshemeshddwho, not being
priests, and so not worthy to touch the ark, hgor@ched to it. Those of
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that village wept for these that had thus sufferadd made such a
lamentation as was naturally to be expected onreat @ misfortune that was
sent from God; and every one mourned for his ovatio®n. And since they
acknowledged themselves unworthy of the ark's abattethem, they sent
to the public senate of the Israelites, and infaitleem that the ark was
restored by the Philistines; which when they kn#éwey brought it away to
Kirjathjearim, a city in the neighborhood of Betlksiesh. In this city lived
one Abinadab, by birth a Levite, and who was gyeatimmended for his
righteous and religious course of life; so theyugtat the ark to his house, as
to a place fit for God himself to abide in, sinberein did inhabit a righteous
man. His sons also ministered to the Divine seraicthe ark, and were the
principal curators of it for twenty years; for sany years it continued in
Kirjathjearim, having been but four months with flailistines.

Footnotes:

1. Dagon, a famous maritime god or idol, is generallpposed to have
been like a man above the navel, and like a fisteath it.

2. Spanheim informs us here, that upon the coins aotdes, and those of
other cities, a field-mouse is engraven, togethién ¥pollo Smintheus,
or Apollo, the driver away of field-mice, on accaouof his being
supposed to have freed certain tracts of grounm fftose mice; which
coins show how great a judgment such mice have tme® been, and
how the deliverance from them was then esteemedftaet of a divine
power; which observations are highly suitable ie tistory.

3. This device of the Philistines, of having a yokekfe to draw this cart,
into which they put the ark of the Hebrews, is ¢sedlustrated by
Sanchoniatho's account, under his ninth generati@at, Agrouerus, or
Agrotes, the husbandman, had a much-worshippedesttd temple,
carried about by one or more yoke of oxen, or kind?hoenicia, in the
neighborhood of these Philistines. See Cumberla@dischoniatho, p.
27 and 247; and Essay on the OIld Testament, Apperid.2.
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4. These seventy men, being not so much as Levitashéal the ark in a
rash or profane manner, and were slain by the b&fbd for such their
rashness and profaneness, according to the Divimeatenings,
Numbers 4:15, 20; but how other copies come tosamth an incredible
number as fifty thousand in this one town, or sray, | know not. See
Dr. Wall's Critical Notes on 1 Samuel 6:19.



Chapter 2
The Hebrews' Victory Under the Conduct of Samuel

1. Now while the city of Kirjathjearim had the ankth them, the whole
body of the people betook themselves all that timeoffer prayers and
sacrifices to God, and appeared greatly concermed zaalous about his
worship. So Samuel the prophet, seeing how ready tere to do their
duty, thought this a proper time to speak to themile they were in this
good disposition, about the recovery of their libeand of the blessings that
accompanied the same. Accordingly he used such snvwrdthem as he
thought were most likely to excite that inclinatiand to persuade them to
attempt it: "O you lIsraelites," said he, "to whohe tPhilistines are still
grievous enemies, but to whom God begins to beigracit behooves you
not only to be desirous of liberty, but to take gireper methods to obtain it.
Nor are you to be contented with an inclinatiogéd clear of your lords and
masters, while you still do what will procure yazontinuance under them.
Be righteous then, and cast wickedness out of wmuis, and by your
worship supplicate the Divine Majesty with all ydugarts, and persevere in
the honor you pay to him; for if you act thus, ywili enjoy prosperity; you
will be freed from your slavery, and will get thestory over your enemies:
which blessings it is not possible you should afta&ither by weapons of
war, or by the strength of your bodies, or by thdtitude of your assistants;
for God has not promised to grant these blessiygth@ise means, but by
being good and righteous men; and if you will behsu will be security to
you for the performance of God's promises." Whem&a had said thus, the
multitude applauded his discourse, and were pleasidhis exhortation to
them, and gave their consent to resign themselyés do what was pleasing
to God. So Samuel gathered them together to aircanty called Mizpeh,
which, in the Hebrew tongue, signifies a watch-tgvileere they drew water,
and poured it out to God, and fasted all day, agtddk themselves to their
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prayers.

2. This their assembly did not escape the noticéhefPhilistines: so
when they had learned that so large a company reidagether, they fell
upon the Hebrews with a great army and mighty ®res hoping to assault
them when they did not expect it, nor were prepdadit. This thing
affrighted the Hebrews, and put them into disom®dl terror; so they came
running to Samuel, and said that their souls wanrk $y their fears, and by
the former defeat they had received, and "thatadbdenwas that we lay still,
lest we should excite the power of our enemiesrsgais. Now while thou
hast brought us hither to offer up our prayers sacfifices, and take oaths
[to be obedient], our enemies are making an exjpedagainst us, while we
are naked and unarmed; wherefore we have no otper ¢f deliverance but
that by thy means, and by the assistance God affaitl us upon thy prayers
to him, we shall obtain deliverance from the Philiss." Hereupon Samuel
bade them be of good cheer, and promised thenGibatwould assist them;
and taking a sucking lamb, he sacrificed it for theltitude, and besought
God to hold his protecting hand over them when thleyuld fight with the
Philistines, and not to overlook them, nor suffeerh to come under a
second misfortune. Accordingly God hearkened tphayers, and accepting
their sacrifice with a gracious intention, and sashwas disposed to assist
them, he granted them victory and power over teeemies. Now while the
altar had the sacrifice of God upon it, and hadyedtconsumed it wholly by
its sacred fire, the enemy's army marched out @f tamp, and was put in
order of battle, and this in hope that they shduddconquerors, since the
Jews (1) were caught in distressed circumstancesiedher having their
weapons with them, nor being assembled there iardal fight. But things
so fell out, that they would hardly have been dextithough they had been
foretold by anybody: for, in the first place, Godtdrbed their enemies with
an earthquake, and moved the ground under themcto & degree, that he
caused it to tremble, and made them to shake, insonhat by its trembling,
he made some unable to keep their feet, and mauahe tall down, and by
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opening its chasms, he caused that others shouldrined down into them,;
after which he caused such a noise of thunder toecamong them, and
made fiery lightning shine so terribly round abthém, that it was ready to
burn their faces; and he so suddenly shook thesipares out of their hands,
that he made them fly and return home naked. Sau8lawith the multitude
pursued them to Bethcar, a place so called; ane the set up a stone as a
boundary of their victory and their enemies' flighmnd called it the Stone of
Power, as a signal of that power God had given thgamnst their enemies.

3. So the Philistines, after this stroke, made woenexpeditions against
the Israelites, but lay still out of fear, and @fitremembrance of what had
befallen them; and what courage the Philistines toaoherly against the
Hebrews, that, after this victory, was transfei@the Hebrews. Samuel also
made an expedition against the Philistines, and steany of them, and
entirely humbled their proud hearts, and took fitwem that country, which,
when they were formerly conquerors in battle, tiney cut off from the
Jews, which was the country that extended frombtbrelers of Gath to the
city of Ekron: but the remains of the Canaanitegewat this time in
friendship with the Israelites.

Footnote:

1. This is the first place, so far as | remember heste Antiquities, where
Josephus begins to call his nation Jews, he harthgrto usually, if not
constantly, called them either Hebrews or Israzlifehe second place
soon follows; see also ch. 3. sect. 5.



Chapter 3

The Multitude Required to Have a King

1. But Samuel the prophet, when he had orderedfth&s of the people
after a convenient manner, and had appointed afartyevery district of
them, he commanded them to come to such citidsave the controversies
that they had one with another determined in thieenhimself going over
those cities twice in a year, and doing them jestand by that means he
kept them in very good order for a long time.

2. But afterwards he found himself oppressed withage, and not able
to do what he used to do, so he committed the govent and the care of
the multitude to his sons, - the elder of whom waléed Joel, and the name
of the younger was Abiah. He also enjoined themetde and judge the
people, the one at the city of Bethel, and therasihdeersheba, and divided
the people into districts that should be underjuhnisdiction of each of them.
Now these men afford us an evident example and dstration how some
children are not of the like dispositions with thearents; but sometimes
perhaps good and moderate, though born of wickeenpg and sometimes
showing themselves to be wicked, though born ofdgparents: for these
men turning aside from their father's good couraes, taking a course that
was contrary to them, perverted justice for thihifi lucre of gifts and
bribes, and made their determinations not accortiirigith, but according to
bribery, and turned aside to luxury, and a costhy wf living; so that as, in
the first place, they practiced what was contraryhte will of God, so did
they, in the second place, what was contrary towtitleof the prophet their
father, who had taken a great deal of care, anceraacery careful provision
that the multitude should be righteous.

3. But the people, upon these injuries offerech@rtformer constitution



and government by the prophet's sons, were vergaynat their actions, and
came running to the prophet, who then lived atciheRamah, and informed
him of the transgressions of his sons; and saidf & he was himself old
already, and too infirm by that age of his to oeergheir affairs in the

manner he used to do, so they begged of him, amdate@d him, to appoint
some person to be king over them, who might ruler ahe nation, and
avenge them of the Philistines, who ought to beignau for their former

oppressions. These words greatly afflicted Sanmarelaccount of his innate
love of justice, and his hatred to kingly governmdor he was very fond of
an aristocracy, as what made the men that usetl at divine and happy
disposition; nor could he either think of eatingstaeping, out of his concern
and torment of mind at what they had said, buttta night long did he

continue awake and revolved these notions in hglmi

4. While he was thus disposed, God appeared to &ind, comforted
him, saying, That he ought not to be uneasy at wh@tmultitude desired,
because it was not he, but Himself whom they soleamly despised, and
would not have to be alone their king; that theg baen contriving these
things from the very day that they came out of Egypat however. in no
long time they would sorely repent of what they, dahich repentance yet
could not undo what was thus done for futurity; tthiaey would be
sufficiently rebuked for their contempt, and therateful conduct they have
used towards me, and towards thy prophetic offiSe. | command thee to
ordain them such a one as | shall name beforehar ttheir king, when
thou hast first described what mischiefs kingly ggmment will bring upon
them, and openly testified before them into whajr@at change of affairs
they are hasting."

5. When Samuel had heard this, he called the Jaxisia the morning,
and confessed to them that he was to ordain thkimga but he said that he
was first to describe to them what would follow, athreatment they would
receive from their kings, and with how many mis¢hithey must struggle.
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"For know ye," said he, "that, in the first plategy will take your sons away
from you, and they will command some of them to dyevers of their
chariots, and some to be their horsemen, and thedglof their body, and
others of them to be runners before them, and repta thousands, and
captains of hundreds; they will also make themrtlagiificers, makers of
armor, and of chariots, and of instruments; theyl wiake them their
husbandmen also, and the curators of their ownldjehnd the diggers of
their own vineyards; nor will there be any thingievhthey will not do at
their commands, as if they were slaves bought witimey. They will also
appoint your daughters to be confectioners, an#ds;cend bakers; and these
will be obliged to do all sorts of work which womslaves, that are in fear
of stripes and torments, submit to. They will, desi this, take away your
possessions, and bestow them upon their eunuctdsthanguards of their
bodies, and will give the herds of your cattlehteit own servants: and to say
briefly all at once, you, and all that is yours]lviee servants to your king,
and will become no way superior to his slaves; aen you suffer thus,
you will thereby be put in mind of what | now s&nd when you repent of
what you have done, you will beseech God to haveyngpon you, and to
grant you a quick deliverance from your kings; hatwill not accept your
prayers, but will neglect you, and permit you tdfeuthe punishment your
evil conduct has deserved."

6. But the multitude was still so foolish as todsaf to these predictions
of what would befall them; and too peevish to suffedetermination which
they had injudiciously once made, to be taken dutheir mind; for they
could not be turned from their purpose, nor didytinegard the words of
Samuel, but peremptorily insisted on their resolutiand desired him to
ordain them a king immediately, and not trouble sethwith fears of what
would happen hereatfter, for that it was necessay should have with them
one to fight their battles, and to avenge thenheirtenemies, and that it was
no way absurd, when their neighbors were underlkiggvernment, that
they should have the same form of government &sowhen Samuel saw
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that what he had said had not diverted them fragr purpose, but that they
continued resolute, he said, "Go you every one himmthe present; when it

is fit | will send for you, as soon as | shall hdearned from God who it is
that he will give you for your king."
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Chapter 4

The Appointment of Saul as King

1. Ther was one of the tribe of Benjamin, a maa gbod family, and of

a virtuous disposition; his name was Kish. He habm@, a young man of a
comely countenance, and of a tall body, but hisewstdnding and his mind
were preferable to what was visible in him: thellezthhim Saul. Now this
Kish had some fine she-asses that were wandereaf thie pasture wherein
they fed, for he was more delighted with these théh any other cattle he
had; so he sent out his son, and one servant vimth to search for the
beasts; but when he had gone over his own trilzeanch after the asses, he
went to other tribes, and when he found them na@rethneither, he
determined to go his way home, lest he should oameamy concern to his
father about himself. But when his servant thdbfeéd him told him as they
were near the city of Ramah, that there was agrophet in that city, and
advised him to go to him, for that by him they slhloknow the upshot of the
affair of their asses, he replied, That if they iddogo to him, they had
nothing to give him as a reward for his propheoy their subsistence money
was spent. The servant answered, that he hadhstifourth part of a shekel,
and he would present him with that; for they weistaken out of ignorance,
as not knowing that the prophet received no sualam (1) So they went to
him; and when they were before the gates, thaypliin certain maidens that
were going to fetch water, and they asked them hvkwas the prophet's
house. They showed them which it was; and bid theake haste before he
sat down to supper, for he had invited many guesis feast, and that he
used to sit down before those that were invitedwNsamuel had then
gathered many together to feast with him on thiy aecount; for while he
every day prayed to God to tell him beforehand wh@would make king,
he had informed him of this man the day before tiiat he would send him
a certain young man out of the tribe of Benjamionwthkhis hour of the day;
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and he sat on the top of the house in expectafidhad time's being come.

And when the time was completed, he came down ard @ supper; so he

met with Saul, and God discovered to him that Wis he who should rule

over them. Then Saul went up to Samuel and sahitadand desired him to

inform him which was the prophet's house; for hd b& was a stranger and
did not know it. When Samuel had told him that delf was the person,

he led him in to supper, and assured him that $sesawere found which he
had been to seek, and that the greatest of gongstiere assured to him: he
replied, "I am too inconsiderable to hope for anglsthing, and of a tribe to

small to have kings made out of it, and of a famsityaller than several other
families; but thou tellest me this in jest, and e&tkme an object of laughter,
when thou discoursest with me of greater matteas thhat | stand in need

of." However, the prophet led him in to the feastd made him sit down,

him and his servant that followed him, above theeotguests that were

invited, which were seventy in number (2) and heegarders to the servants
to set the royal portion before Saul. And whentthee of going to bed was

come, the rest rose up, and every one of them a@ne; but Saul staid with

the prophet, he and his servant, and slept with him

2. Now as soon as it was day, Samuel raised updbadf his bed, and
conducted him homeward; and when he was out o€ithehe desired him
to cause his servant to go before, but to staynoehimself, for that he had
somewhat to say to him when nobody else was preseabrdingly, Saul
sent away his servant that followed him; then Hiel prophet take a vessel of
oil, and poured it upon the head of the young naawd, kissed him, and said,
"Be thou a king, by the ordination of God, agaitis Philistines, and for
avenging the Hebrews for what they have sufferethbyn; of this thou shalt
have a sign, which | would have thee take notice- &s soon as thou art
departed hence, thou will find three men upon thexdy going to worship
God at Bethel; the first of whom thou wilt see garg three loaves of bread,
the second carrying a kid of the goats, and thed thiill follow them
carrying a bottle of wine. These three men wilugalthee, and speak kindly
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to thee, and will give thee two of their loaves,ieththou shalt accept of.
And thence thou shalt come to a place called Racihdbnument, where
thou shalt meet with those that will tell thee #gses are found; after this,
when thou comest to Gabatha, thou shalt overtakengpany of prophets,
and thou shalt be seized with the Divine Spiri}, 4d8d prophesy along with
them, till every one that sees thee shall be asitedi, and wonder, and say,
Whence is it that the son of Kish has arrived & tlegree of happiness?
And when these signs have happened to thee, knatwnGbd is with thee;
then do thou salute thy father and thy kindred.urkbalt also come when |
send for thee to Gilgal, that we may offer thantenhgs to God for these
blessings." When Samuel had said this, and for¢hade things, he sent the
young man away. Now all things fell out to Saul@dmng to the prophecy
of Samuel.

3. But as soon as Saul came into the house ofiftngsnian Abner, whom
indeed he loved better than the rest of his ralatitne was asked by him
concerning his journey, and what accidents happémé&dn therein; and he
concealed none of the other things from him, na,m® coming to Samuel
the prophet, nor how he told him the asses wenedplut he said nothing to
him about the kingdom, and what belonged thereto¢chvhe thought would
procure him envy, and when such things are hedwely are not easily
believed; nor did he think it prudent to tell thdkengs to him, although he
appeared very friendly to him, and one whom he doakeove the rest of his
relations, considering, | suppose, what human eateally is, that no one is
a firm friend, neither among our intimates, noroofr kindred; nor do they
preserve that kind disposition when God advances toereat prosperity,
but they are still ill-natured and envious at tht¥ss are in eminent stations.

4. Then Samuel called the people together to tiyeMizpeh, and spake
to them in the words following, which he said heswa speak by the
command of God: - That when he had granted themata sf liberty, and
brought their enemies into subjection, they wereobee unmindful of his

15



benefits, and rejected God that he should not lar tKing, as not
considering that it would be most for their advagetao be presided over by
the best of beings, for God is the best of beiags| they chose to have a
man for their king; while kings will use their selb}s as beasts, according to
the violence of their own wills and inclinationsnda other passions, as
wholly carried away with the lust of power, but ot endeavor so to
preserve the race of mankind as his own workmanshgcreation, which,
for that very reason, God would take cake of. "8lnte you have come to a
fixed resolution, and this injurious treatment afdchas quite prevailed over
you, dispose yourselves by your tribes and scemarkcast lots."

5. When the Hebrews had so done, the lot fell ugun tribe of
Benjamin; and when the lot was cast for the famibéthis tribe, that which
was called Matri was taken; and when the lot was$ fra the single persons
of that family, Saul, the son of Kish, was takem fioeir king. When the
young man knew this, he prevented [their sendimdniim], and immediately
went away and hid himself. | suppose that it wasabee he would not have
it thought that he willingly took the governmentamphim; nay, he showed
such a degree of command over himself, and of ntpdésat while the
greatest part are not able to contain their jognewn the gaining of small
advantages, but presently show themselves pultbcill men, this man did
not only show nothing of that nature, when he wasoanted to be the lord
of so many and so great tribes, but crept awaycandealed himself out of
the sight of those he was to reign over, and mhdmtseek him, and that
with a good deal of trouble. So when the peopleewatr a loss, and
solicitous, because Saul disappeared, the propéstught God to show
where the young man was, and to produce him bef@ma. So when they
had learned of God the place where Saul was hidteg,sent men to bring
him; and when he was come, they set him in the thoithe multitude. Now
he was taller than any of them, and his staturewsas majestic.

6. Then said the prophet, God gives you this mabetgyour king: see
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how he is higher than any of the people, and wootithis dominion." So as
soon as the people had made acclamation, God bavkirtg, the prophet
wrote down what would come to pass in a book, a&ad it in the hearing of
the king, and laid up the book in the tabernaclé€ofl, to be a witness to
future generations of what he had foretold. So wbamuel had finished this
matter, he dismissed the multitude, and came hfmtsehe city Rainah, for
it was his own country. Saul also went away to @iljevhere he was born;
and many good men there were who paid him the ceéspat was due to
him; but the greater part were ill men, who degpieen and derided the
others, who neither did bring him presents, nortdal in affection, or even
in words, regard to please him.

Footnotes:

1. Of this great mistake of Saul and his servantf asie prophet of God
would accept of a gift or present, for foretellingnat was desired of
him, see the note on B. IV. ch. 6. sect. 3.

2. It seems to me not improbable that these sevendgtgwof Samuel, as
here, with himself at the head of them, were a dewanhedrim, and
that hereby Samuel intimated to Saul that theserdgsone were to be
his constant counselors, and that he was to adikeoa sole monarch,
but with the advice and direction of these sevamg-members of that
Jewish sanhedrim upon all occasions, which yet exenread that he
consulted afterward.

3. An instance of this Divine fury we have after tmsSaul, ch. 5. sect. 2,
3; 1 Samuel 11:6. See the like, Judges 3:10; 6t349; 13:25; and
14:6.
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Chapter 5

Saul's Victory Over the Ammonites

1. After one month, the war which Saul had with &kt the king of the
Ammonites, obtained him respect from all the pepfde this Nahash had
done a great deal of mischief to the Jews thadliveyond Jordan by the
expedition he had made against them with a grehinamlike army. He also
reduced their cities into slavery, and that notydm} subduing them for the
present, which he did by force and violence, butw®akening them by
subtlety and cunning, that they might not be akbileraard to get clear of the
slavery they were under to him; for he put outright eyes (1) of those that
either delivered themselves to him upon terms, erewaken by him in war;
and this he did, that when their left eyes wereeced by their shields, they
might be wholly useless in war. Now when the kidgh® Ammonites had
served those beyond Jordan in this manner, heisearimy against those that
were called Gileadites, and having pitched his catine metropolis of his
enemies, which was the city of Jabesh, he sent ssabars to them,
commanding them either to deliver themselves ug;andition to have their
right eyes plucked out, or to undergo a siege, tndhave their cities
overthrown. He gave them their choice, whether tweuld cut off a small
member of their body, or universally perish. Howevke Gileadites were so
affrighted at these offers, that they had not cgart@ say any thing to either
of them, neither that they would deliver themselups nor that they would
fight him. But they desired that he would give theaven days' respite, that
they might send ambassadors to their countrymem antreat their
assistance; and if they came to assist them, theyldnfight; but if that
assistance were impossible to be obtained from thleey said they would
deliver themselves up to suffer whatever he ple&saulict upon them.

2. So Nabash, contemning the multitude of the @itea and the answer
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they gave, allowed them a respite, and gave thesweleto send to
whomsoever they pleased for assistance. So theyedhately sent to the
Israelites, city by city, and informed them whatbldah had threatened to do
to them, and what great distress they were in. N@wpeople fell into tears
and grief at the hearing of what the ambassadora flabesh said; and the
terror they were in permitted them to do nothingrenoBut when the
messengers were come to the city of king Saul,dmuthred the dangers in
which the inhabitants of Jabesh were, the people wethe same affliction
as those in the other cities, for they lamentedctiamity of those related to
them. And when Saul was returned from his husbamuky the city, he
found his fellow citizens weeping; and when, upoquiry, he had learned
the cause of the confusion and sadness they weteiwas seized with a
divine fury, and sent away the ambassadors fromirthabitants of Jabesh,
and promised them to come to their assistance @ihihd day, and to beat
their enemies before sun-rising, that the sun upomising might see that
they had already conquered, and were freed fronfietiues they were under:
but he bid some of them stay to conduct them tjtet way to Jabesh.

3. So being desirous to turn the people to this wgainst the
Ammonites by fear of the losses they should othewindergo, and that
they might the more suddenly be gathered togebeecut the sinews of his
oxen, and threatened to do the same to all suchdasot come with their
armor to Jordan the next day, and follow him andn$a the prophet
whithersoever they should lead them. So they camgether, out of fear of
the losses they were threatened with, at the apabitime. And the
multitude were numbered at the city Bezek. And tvgnfl the number of
those that were gathered together, besides thtteofribe of Judah, to be
seven hundred thousand, while those of that trieeevBeventy thousand. So
he passed over Jordan, and proceeded in marchingpaadl night, thirty
furlongs, and came to Jabesh before sun-risindneSdivided the army into
three companies; and fell upon their enemies omyeside on the sudden,
and when they expected no such thing; and joinialdowith them, they
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slew a great many of the Ammonites, as also thaig KNabash. This
glorious action was done by Saul, and was relatiéd gveat commendation
of him to all the Hebrews; and he thence gainedaderful reputation for
his valor: for although there were some of thent twamtemned him before,
they now changed their minds, and honored him, estdemed him as the
best of men: for he did not content himself witlving saved the inhabitants
of Jabesh only, but he made an expedition into ¢bentry of the
Ammonites, and laid it all waste, and took a lgpgey, and so returned to his
own country most gloriously. So the people wereatlyepleased at these
excellent performances of Saul, and rejoiced thay thad constituted him
their king. They also made a clamor against thbaepretended he would be
of no advantage to their affairs; and they saide¥Wmow are these men? -
let them be brought to punishment, with all theslthings that multitudes
usually say when they are elevated with prospeagginst those that lately
had despised the authors of it. But Saul, althdughook the good-will and
the affection of these men very kindly, yet didsmeear that he would not see
any of his countrymen slain that day, since it whsurd to mix this victory,
which God had given them, with the blood and slaaigbf those that were
of the same lineage with themselves; and that & mare agreeable to be
men of a friendly disposition, and so to betakertbelves to feasting.

4. And when Samuel had told them that he ought dofien the
kingdom to Saul by a second ordination of him, taycame together to the
city of Gilgal, for thither did he command them ¢come. So the prophet
anointed Saul with the holy oil in the sight of thmiltitude, and declared
him to be king the second time. And so the govemntroéthe Hebrews was
changed into a regal government; for in the daysos$es, and his disciple
Joshua, who was their general, they continued uaideristocracy; but after
the death of Joshua, for eighteen years in all,nnéiitude had no settled
form of government, but were in an anarchy; aftéiclv they returned to
their former government, they then permitting theimss to be judged by
him who appeared to be the best warrior and mastageous, whence it was
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that they called this interval of their governmtre Judges.

5. Then did Samuel the prophet call another assealbb, and said to
them," | solemnly adjure you by God Almighty, whaobght those excellent
brethren, | mean Moses and Aaron, into the wonhd, @elivered our fathers
from the Egyptians, and from the slavery. they eedwnder them, that you
will not speak what you say to gratify me, nor siggs any thing out of fear
of me, nor be overborne by any other passion, byt What have | ever
done that was cruel or unjust? or what have | dooé of lucre or
covetousness, or to gratify others? Bear witnessnagme, if | have taken
an ox or a sheep, or any such thing, which yet wihen are taken to support
men, it is esteemed blameless; or have | takensarfaa mine own use of
any one to his grief? - lay some one such crimmyacharge, now we are in
your king's presence." But they cried out, thatsnoh thing had been done
by him, but that he had presided over the natioar & holy and righteous
manner.

6. Hereupon Samuel, when such a testimony had geem him by
them all, said, "Since you grant that you are rid¢ @o lay any ill thing to
my charge hitherto, come on now, and do you heavieite | speak with
great freedom to you. You have been guilty of gremsttiety against God, in
asking you a king. It behoves you to remember thatgrandfather Jacob
came down into Egypt, by reason of a famine, wibesty souls only of our
family, and that their posterity multiplied thererhany ten thousands, whom
the Egyptians brought into slavery and hard oppwasghat God himself,
upon the prayers of our fathers, sent Moses andmavho were brethren,
and gave them power to deliver the multitude outheir distress, and this
without a king. These brought us into this verydavhich you now possess:
and when you enjoyed these advantages from Godpgwayed his worship
and religion; nay, moreover, when you were brougtaer the hands of your
enemies, he delivered you, first by rendering yopesior to the Assyrians
and their forces, he then made you to overcomeAimenonites and the
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Moabites, and last of all the Philistines; and éh#Bngs have been achieved
under the conduct of Jephtha and Gideon. What nsadherefore possessed
you to fly from God, and to desire to be underragki - yet have | ordained
him for king whom he chose for you. However, thamdy make it plain to
you that God is angry and displeased at your choiidengly government, |
will so dispose him that he shall declare this velainly to you by strange
signals; for what none of you ever saw here befomean a winter storm in
the midst of harvest, (2) | will entreat of God,dawill make it visible to
you." Now, as soon as he had said this, God gaeh great signals by
thunder and lightning, and the descent of haiktéessted the truth of all that
the prophet had said, insomuch that they were adnape terrified, and
confessed they had sinned, and had fallen into dimathrough ignorance;
and besought the prophet, as one that was a tandegentle father to them,
to render God so merciful as to forgive this ts#ir, which they had added
to those other offenses whereby they had affromied and transgressed
against him. So he promised them that he woulddoés&od, and persuade
him to forgive them these their sins. However, liwised them to be
righteous, and to be good, and ever to remembermtiseries that had
befallen them on account of their departure frontuer as also to remember
the strange signs God had shown them, and the diddyvs that Moses had
given them, if they had any desire of being preseérand made happy with
their king. But he said, that if they should groavedess of these things, great
judgments would come from God upon them, and upem king. And when
Samuel had thus prophesied to the Hebrews, he sisohithem to their own
homes, having confirmed the kingdom to Saul thesédime.

Footnotes:

1. Take here Theodoret's note, cited by Dr. Hudsdhkte-that exposes his
shield to the enemy with his left hand, therebyebidhis left eye, and
looks at the enemy with his right eye: he therefiia plucks out that
eye, makes men useless in war."
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2. Mr. Reland observes here, and proves elsewhens imobe on Antiq. B.
lll. ch. 1. sect. 6, that although thunder and tiigihg with us usually
happen in summer, yet in Palestine and Syria tineychiefly confined
to winter. Josephus takes notice of the same thgagn, War, B. V. ch.
4. sect. 5.
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Chapter 6

How the Philistines Were Beaten Again

1. Now Saul chose out of the multitude about thheeisand men, and
he took two thousand of them to be the guardsbhin body, and abode in
the city Bethel, but he gave the rest of them teafltan his son, to be the
guards of his body; and sent him to Gibeah, wherddsieged and took a
certain garrison of the Philistines, not far fronigal; for the Philistines of
Gibeah had beaten the Jews, and taken their weapmag, and had put
garrisons into the strongest places of the couainy, had forbidden them to
carry any instrument of iron, or at all to make w$eny iron in any case
whatsoever. And on account of this prohibition @sathat the husbandmen,
if they had occasion to sharpen any of their toelsgther it were the coulter
or the spade, or any instrument of husbandry, taege to the Philistines to
do it. Now as soon as the Philistines heard ofglaaghter of their garrison,
they were in a rage about it, and, looking on tomtempt as a terrible
affront offered them, they made war against thesJewmith three hundred
thousand footmen, and thirty thousand chariots,sathousand horses; and
they pitched their camp at the city Michmash. WIisaul, the king of the
Hebrews, was informed of this, he went down to c¢h Gilgal, and made
proclamation over all the country, that they shamdto regain their liberty;
and called them to the war against the Philistig®inishing their forces,
and despising them as not very considerable, amibaso great but they
might hazard a battle with them. But when the pe@iout Saul observed
how numerous the Philistines were, they were umdgreat consternation;
and some of them hid themselves in caves and ia deder ground, but the
greater part fled into the land beyond Jordan, whielonged to Gad and
Reuben.

2. But Saul sent to the prophet, and called hirrotasult with him about
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the war and the public affairs; so he commanded tbirstay there for him,
and to prepare sacrifices, for he would come to within seven days, that
they might offer sacrifices on the seventh day, amght then join battle
with their enemies. So he waited (1) as the propést to him to do; yet did
not he, however, observe the command that was divenbut when he saw
that the prophet tarried longer than he expected tlaat he was deserted by
the soldiers, he took the sacrifices and offeresinthand when he heard that
Samuel was come, he went out to meet him. But tbphet said he had not
done well in disobeying the injunctions he had gerttim, and had not staid
till his coming, which being appointed accordingthe will of God, he had
prevented him in offering up those prayers anddlsagrifices that he should
have made for the multitude, and that he therefa@ performed Divine
offices in an ill manner, and had been rash ingraring them. Hereupon
Saul made an apology for himself, and said thdidewaited as many days
as Samuel had appointed him; that he had been is& qu offering his
sacrifices, upon account of the necessity he waand because his soldiers
were departing from him, out of their fear of tmemy's camp at Michmash,
the report being gone abroad that they were cormdogn upon him of
Gilgal. To which Samuel replied, "Nay, certainly, thou hadst been a
righteous man, (2) and hadst not disobeyed mesligitted the commands
which God suggested to me concerning the presata of affairs, and hadst
not acted more hastily than the present circumsg&nequired, thou wouldst
have been permitted to reign a long time, and thstqrity after thee." So
Samuel, being grieved at what happened, returnetehbut Saul came to
the city Gibeah, with his son Jonathan, having arkhundred men with
him; and of these the greater part had no weamtsuse of the scarcity of
iron in that country, as well as of those that domlake such weapons; for,
as we showed a little before, the Philistines hadsuffered them to have
such iron or such workmen. Now the Philistinesdkidd their army into three
companies, and took as many roads, and laid wastecountry of the
Hebrews, while king Saul and his son Jonathan shat was done, but were
not able to defend the land, having no more thamgndred men with them.
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But as he, and his son, and Abiah the high pwest, was of the posterity of
Eli the high priest, were sitting upon a pretty higill, and seeing the land
laid waste, they were mightily disturbed at it. N®aul's son agreed with his
armor-bearer, that they would go privately to theray's camp, and make a
tumult and a disturbance among them. And when tmeombearer had
readily promised to follow him whithersoever he gladolead him, though he
should be obliged to die in the attempt, Jonathaademnuse of the young
man's assistance, and descended from the hillweamd to their enemies.
Now the enemy's camp was upon a precipice which theek tops, that
ended in a small but sharp and long extremity, evtilere was a rock that
surrounded them, like lines made to prevent treckst of an enemy. There it
so happened, that the out-guards of the camp wagkected, because of the
security that here arose from the situation of plece, and because they
thought it altogether impossible, not only to ascemp to the camp on that
guarter, but so much as to come near it. As sdmretore, as they came to
the camp, Jonathan encouraged his armor-bearersaddo him, "Let us
attack our enemies; and if, when they see us, bityis come up to them,
take that for a signal of victory; but if they sagthing, as not intending to
invite us to come up, let us return back again." \#leen they were
approaching to the enemy's camp, just after bréaay and the Philistines
saw them, they said one to another, "The Hebrewsecout of their dens
and caves:" and they said to Jonathan and to merdoearer, "Come on,
ascend up to us, that we may inflict a just punshinupon you, for your
rash attempt upon us." So Saul's son acceptedabfitkitation, as what
signified to him victory, and he immediately cam# of the place whence
they were seen by their enemies: so he changepldus, and came to the
rock, which had none to guard it, because of it& @tvength; from thence
they crept up with great labor and difficulty, asdl far overcame by force
the nature of the place, till they were able tdnfigyith their enemies. So they
fell upon them as they were asleep, and slew atwemty of them, and
thereby filled them with disorder and surprise omsich that some of them
threw away their entire armor and fled; but theatgst part, not knowing
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one another, because they were of different natgunspected one another to
be enemies, (for they did not imagine there weiry twmo of the Hebrews
that came up,) and so they fought one against ano#imd some of them
died in the battle, and some, as they were flyimgqya were thrown down
from the rock headlong.

3. Now Saul's watchmen told the king that the canhghe Philistines
was in confusion; then he inquired whether any badg gone away from
the army; and when he heard that his son, and kwthhis armor-bearer,
were absent, he bade the high priest take the gasméhis high priesthood,
and prophesy to him what success they should hate; said that they
should get the victory, and prevail against thagrmies. So he went out after
the Philistines, and set upon them as they wesgnglaone another. Those
also who had fled to dens and caves, upon headnigigSaul was gaining a
victory, came running to him. When, therefore, thember of the Hebrews
that came to Saul amounted to about ten thousangursued the enemy,
who were scattered all over the country; but thefell into an action, which
was a very unhappy one, and liable to be very nilamed; for, whether out
of ignorance or whether out of joy for a victoryirggd so strangely, (for it
frequently happens that persons so fortunate ardheom able to use their
reason consistently,) as he was desirous to av@ngeelf, and to exact a due
punishment of the Philistines, he denounced a d@sepon the Hebrews:
That if any one put a stop to his slaughter oféahemy, and fell on eating,
and left off the slaughter or the pursuit before tight came on, and obliged
them so to do, he should be accursed. Now aftel Isal denounced this
curse, since they were now in a wood belonginghto ttibe of Ephraim,
which was thick and full of bees, Saul's son, wi @bt hear his father
denounce that curse, nor hear of the approbatiemtultitude gave to it,
broke off a piece of a honey-comb, and ate paitt &ut, in the mean time,
he was informed with what a curse his father haldiflnlen them to taste any
thing before sun-setting: so he left off eatingd aaid his father had not
done well in this prohibition, because, had théketasome food, they had
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pursued the enemy with greater rigor and alacatyd had both taken and
slain many more of their enemies.

4. When, therefore, they had slain many ten thalsai the Philistines,
they fell upon spoiling the camp of the Philistinésit not till late in the
evening. They also took a great deal of prey artitecand killed them, and
ate them with their blood. This was told to thegkioy the scribes, that the
multitude were sinning against God as they saedficand were eating
before the blood was well washed away, and thé fless made clean. Then
did Saul give order that a great stone should bedmto the midst of them,
and he made proclamation that they should killrtkacrifices upon it, and
not feed upon the flesh with the blood, for thatswat acceptable to God.
And when all the people did as the king commandeant Saul erected an
altar there, and offered burnt-offerings upon idod (4) This was the first
altar that Saul built.

5. So when Saul was desirous of leading his mehdoenemy's camp
before it was day, in order to plunder it, and whbke soldiers were not
unwilling to follow him, but indeed showed greatadiess to do as he
commanded them, the king called Ahitub the higlkgiriand enjoined him to
know of God whether he would grant them the favad permission to go
against the enemy's camp, in order to destroy ttiwgevere in it. And when
the priest said that God did not give any answeawl $eplied, "And not
without some cause does God refuse to answer whainguire of him,
while yet a little while ago he declared to usthdt we desired beforehand,
and even prevented us in his answer. To be sure iieome sin against him
that is concealed from us, which is the occasiohisfsilence. Now | swear
by him himself, that though he that hath commitiieid sin should prove to
be my own son Jonathan, | will slay him, and byt thaans will appease the
anger of God against us, and that in the very samaener as if | were to
punish a stranger, and one not at all related tofonghe same offense." So
when the multitude cried out to him so to do, hespntly set all the rest on
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one side, and he and his son stood on the other aitd he sought to
discover the offender by lot. Now the lot appeatedall upon Jonathan
himself. So when he was asked by his father wimahsihad been guilty of,
and what he was conscious of in the course offeisHat might be esteemed
instances of guilt or profaneness, his answer was 'tO father, | have done
nothing more than that yesterday, without knowirighee curse and oath
thou hadst denounced, while | was in pursuit of ¢émemy, | tasted of a
honey-comb." But Saul sware that he would slay hand prefer the
observation of his oath before all the ties of hignd of nature. And
Jonathan was not dismayed at this threatening athdéut, offering himself
to it generously and undauntedly, he said, "Norl di@sire you, father, to
spare me: death will be to me very acceptable, whenoceeds from thy
piety, and after a glorious victory; for it is tgeeatest consolation to me that
| leave the Hebrews victorious over the Philistihétereupon all the people
were very sorry, and greatly afflicted for Jonathamd they sware that they
would not overlook Jonathan, and see him die, whs the author of their
victory. By which means they snatched him out efdanger he was in from
his father's curse, while they made their prayer&od also for the young
man, that he would remit his sin.

6. So Saul, having slain about sixty thousand ef énemy, returned
home to his own city, and reigned happily: and s dought against the
neighboring nations, and subdued the Ammonites, Btwhbites, and
Philistines, and Edomites, and Amalekites, as thlsking of Zobah. He had
three male children, Jonathan, and Isui, and Msiaka; with Merab and
Michal his daughters. He had also Abner, his usden, for the captain of
his host: that uncle's name was Ner. Now Ner, aisth khe father of Saul,
were brothers. Saul had also a great many chamat$orsemen, and against
whomsoever he made war he returned conqueror,draheed the affairs of
the Hebrews to a great degree of success and pitgs@and made them
superior to other nations; and he made such ofytheng men as were
remarkable for tallness and comeliness the gudriis dody.

29



Footnotes:

1. Saul seems to have staid till near the time ofthening sacrifice, on the
seventh day, which Samuel the prophet of God hadiaged him, but
not till the end of that day, as he ought to haemej and Samuel
appears, by delaying to come to the full time & &vening sacrifice on
that seventh day, to have tried him (who seemsat@ ibeen already for
some time declining from his strict and boundenosdimation to God
and his prophet; to have taken life-guards for lelfrsnd his son, which
was entirely a new thing in Israel, and savored afistrust of God's
providence; and to have affected more than he otigtitindependent
authority which the pagan kings took to themselv&muel, | say,
seems to have here tried Saul whether he wouldtiitye priest came,
who alone could lawfully offer the sacrifices, naould boldly and
profanely usurp the priest's office, which he vent upon, was justly
rejected for his profaneness. See Apost. Constitll.Bch. 27. And,
indeed, since Saul had accepted kingly power, whatarally becomes
ungovernable and tyrannical, as God foretold, #&detxperience of all
ages has shown, the Divine settlement by Mosessbat been laid
aside under the kings, had not God, by keepingtistiio his laws, and
severely executing the threatenings therein coethimestrained Saul
and other kings in some degree of obedience todlimsor was even
this severity sufficient to restrain most of theuhe kings of Israel and
Judah from the grossest idolatry and impiety. @fdadvantage of which
strictness, in the observing Divine laws, and atiitig their threatened
penalties, see Antig. B. VI. ch. 12. sect. 7; arghiAst Apion, B. II.
sect. 30, where Josephus speaks of that matterghhio must be noted
that it seems, at least in three instances, thatl goen did not always
immediately approve of such Divine severity. Theeems to be one
instance, 1 Samuel 6:19, 20; another, 1 Samuelll%®dd a third, 2
Samuel 6:8, 9; Antig. B. VI. ch. 7. sect. 2; thoutjley all at last
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acquiesced in the Divine conduct, as knowing thatl & wiser than
men.

. By this answer of Samuel, and that from a Divinengossion, which is
fuller in | Samuel 13:14, and by that parallel natethe Apostolical
Constitutions just now quoted, concerning the grdakedness of Saul
in venturing, even under a seeming necessity diraffto usurp the
priest's office, and offer sacrifice without theigst, we are in some
degree able to answer that question, which | harese #hought a very
hard one, viz. Whether, if there were a city orrdoy of lay Christians
without any clergymen, it were lawful for the lai#jone to baptize, or
celebrate the eucharist, etc., or indeed whetheyr #hone could ordain
themselves either bishops, priests, or deaconghé&due performance
of such sacerdotal ministrations; or whether thaght not rather, till
they procure clergymen to come among them, to nenfhemselves
within those bounds of piety and Christianity whisélong alone to the
laity; such particularly as are recommended in fird book of the
Apostolical Constitutions, which peculiarly conceahme laity, and are
intimated in Clement's undoubted epistle, sect. A@. which latter
opinion | incline.

. This rash vow or curse of Saul, which Josephus s&agsconfirmed by
the people, and yet not executed, | suppose palfigipecause Jonathan
did not know of it, is very remarkable; it being thfe essence of the
obligation of all laws, that they be sufficientipdwn and promulgated,
otherwise the conduct of Providence, as to theesla@ss of solemn
oaths and vows, in God's refusing to answer by Uilinthis breach of
Saul's vow or curse was understood and set rigdtGod propitiated by
public prayer, is here very remarkable, as indeedavery where else in
the Old Testament.

. Here we have still more indications of Saul's aH&on of despotic
power, and of his entrenching upon the priesth@d making and
endeavoring to execute a rash vow or curse, witboosulting Samuel
or the sanhedrim. In this view it is also thatdkaipon this erection of a
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new altar by Saul, and his offering of burnt-offgys himself upon it,
and not as any proper instance of devotion or imligwith other
commentators.
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Chapter 7

Saul's Conguest of the Amalekites

1. Now Samuel came unto Saul, and said to him, lkeatvas sent by
God to put him in mind that God had preferred hiefiobe all others, and
ordained him king; that he therefore ought to bednt to him, and to
submit to his authority, as considering, that tHothg had the dominion over
the other tribes, yet that God had the dominiorr onm, and over all things.
That accordingly God said to him, that "because Amealekites did the
Hebrews a great deal of mischief while they werehe wilderness, and
when, upon their coming out of Egypt, they were mgkheir way to that
country which is now their own, | enjoin thee tonmh the Amalekites, by
making war upon them; and when thou hast subdusd,tto leave none of
them alive, but to pursue them through every agel o slay them,
beginning with the women and the infants, and tquime this as a
punishment to be inflicted upon them for the misthihey did to our
forefathers; to spare nothing, neither asses rogrdbeasts, nor to reserve
any of them for your own advantage and posses&ionto devote them
universally to God, and, in obedience to the conasasf Moses, to blot out
the name of Amalek entirely." (1)

2. So Saul promised to do what he was commandeds@#pposing that
his obedience to God would be shown, not only irkingawar against the
Amalekites, but more fully in the readiness anctiness of his proceedings,
he made no delay, but immediately gathered togedliehis forces; and
when he had numbered them in Gilgal, he found thenbe about four
hundred thousand of the Israelites, besides the tf Judah, for that tribe
contained by itself thirty thousand. Accordinghgub made an irruption into
the country of the Amalekites, and set many mersaneral parties in
ambush at the river, that so he might not only ltent a mischief by open
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fighting, but might fall upon them unexpectedly time ways, and might
thereby compass them round about, and kill themd when he had joined
battle with the enemy, he beat them; and pursumggntas they fled, he
destroyed them all. And when that undertaking hateseded, according as
God had foretold, he set upon the cities of the l&kites; he besieged them,
and took them by force, partly by warlike machingartly by mines dug
under ground, and partly by building walls on thetscdes. Some they
starved out with famine, and some they gained bgroinethods; and after
all, he betook himself to slay the women and thieidn, and thought he did
not act therein either barbarously or inhumanlystfi because they were
enemies whom he thus treated, and, in the nex¢plerause it was done by
the command of God, whom it was dangerous not ®y.oble also took
Agag, the enemies' king, captive, - the beautytalidess of whose body he
admired so much, that he thought him worthy of @nestion. Yet was not
this done however according to the will of God, butgiving way to human
passions, and suffering himself to be moved with w@mseasonable
commiseration, in a point where it was not safehian to indulge it; for God
hated the nation of the Amalekites to such a dedghe¢ he commanded Saul
to have no pity on even those infants which we kature chiefly
compassionate; but Saul preserved their king andrgor from the miseries
which the Hebrews brought on the people, as if hefepred the fine
appearance of the enemy to the memory of what Gadsent him about.
The multitude were also guilty, together with Sdat;they spared the herds
and the flocks, and took them for a prey, when Gad commanded they
should not spare them. They also carried off witbkm the rest of their
wealth and riches; but if there were any thing thas not worthy of regard,
that they destroyed.

3. But when Saul had conquered all these Amalekitasreached from
Pelusium of Egypt to the Red Sea, he laid wastéhallrest of the enemy's
country: but for the nation of the Shechemites, d@® not touch them,
although they dwelt in the very middle of the coyrdf Midian; for before
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the battle, Saul had sent to them, and charged the&lmpart thence, lest they
should be partakers of the miseries of the Amadskifor he had a just
occasion for saving them, since they were of timelldd of Raguel, Moses's
father-in-law.

4. Hereupon Saul returned home with joy, for tharigus things he had
done, and for the conquest of his enemies, as thbeghad not neglected
any thing which the prophet had enjoined him towd®n he was going to
make war with the Amalekites, and as though he dxattly observed all
that he ought to have done. But God was grieved tira king of the
Amalekites was preserved alive, and that the maléithad seized on the
cattle for a prey, because these things were dath@wt his permission; for
he thought it an intolerable thing that they shooatthquer and overcome
their enemies by that power which he gave them,thed that he himself
should be so grossly despised and disobeyed by, tihetha mere man that
was a king would not bear it. He therefore told 8ahthe prophet, that he
repented that he had made Saul king, while he oithimg that he had
commanded him, but indulged his own inclinationshé¥ Samuel heard
that, he was in confusion, and began to beseech &atiat night to be
reconciled to Saul, and not to be angry with himat be did not grant that
forgiveness to Saul which the prophet asked fonasieeming it a fit thing
to grant forgiveness of [such] sins at his entesatsince injuries do not
otherwise grow so great as by the easy tempeisosktthat are injured; or
while they hunt after the glory of being thoughintbe and good-natured,
before they are aware they produce other sinsoAr therefore as God had
rejected the intercession of the prophet, andainpt appeared he would not
change his mind, at break of day Samuel came tb &anilgal. When the
king saw him, he ran to him, and embraced him,sad, "I return thanks to
God, who hath given me the victory, for | have parfed every thing that he
hath commanded me." To which Samuel replied, "Hevw then that | hear
the bleating of the sheep and the lowing of thexgrecattle in the camp?"
Saul made answer, That the people had reservedftresacrifices; but that,
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as to the nation of the Amalekites, it was entirdgstroyed, as he had
received it in command to see done, and that nawarewas left; but that he
had saved alive the king alone, and brought himin@ concerning whom,
he said, they would advise together what shoulddree with him." But the
prophet said, "God is not delighted with sacrificlest with good and with
righteous men, who are such as follow his will &isllaws, and never think
that any thing is well done by them but when they itlas God had
commanded them; that he then looks upon himselffasnted, not when
any one does not sacrifice, but when any one apfdeabe disobedient to
him. But that from those who do not obey him, nay im that duty which
is the alone true and acceptable worship, he vatl kindly accept their
oblations, be those they offer ever so many antasand be the presents
they make him ever so ornamental, nay, though wWexe made of gold and
silver themselves, but he will reject them, andeest them instances of
wickedness, and not of piety. And that he is deédhwith those that still
bear in mind this one thing, and this only, howdtothat, whatsoever it be,
which God pronounces or commands for them to dd,tarchoose rather to
die than to transgress any of those commands; o®s e require so much
as a sacrifice from them. And when these do saetitihough it be a mean
oblation, he better accepts of it as the honorasepty, than such oblations
as come from the richest men that offer them to. Mmerefore take notice,
that thou art under the wrath of God, for thou hdestpised and neglected
what he commanded thee. How dost thou then sughasée will respect a
sacrifice out of such things as he hath doomedsbrdction? unless perhaps
thou dost imagine that it is almost all one to pften sacrifice to God as to
destroy it. Do thou therefore expect that thy kimgpdwill be taken from
thee, and that authority which thou hast abusesuioh insolent behavior, as
to neglect that God who bestowed it upon thee."nTdid Saul confess that
he had acted unjustly, and did not deny that hedmaked, because he had
transgressed the injunctions of the prophet; busdid that it was out of a
dread and fear of the soldiers, that he did nohiprband restrain them when
they seized on the prey. "But forgive me," said 'la@d be merciful to me,
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for | will be cautious how | offend for the time tmme." He also entreated
the prophet to go back with him, that he might ofies thank-offerings to
God; but Samuel went home, because he saw that v@add not be
reconciled to him.

5. But then Saul was so desirous to retain Sante,he took hold of
his cloak, and because the vehemence of Samuglartdee made the
motion to be violent, the cloak was rent. Upon wihikbe prophet said, that
after the same manner should the kingdom be rent frim, and that a good
and a just man should take it; that God perseveredhat he had decreed
about him; that to be mutable and changeable int whaletermined, is
agreeable to human passions only, but is not apied¢a the Divine Power.
Hereupon Saul said that he had been wicked, butithat was done could
not be undone: he therefore desired him to honar &0 far, that the
multitude might see that he would accompany hinwarshipping God. So
Samuel granted him that favor, and went with hind avorshipped God.
Agag also, the king of the Amalekites, was brouighhim; and when the
king asked, How bitter death was? Samuel said,thds hast made many of
the Hebrew mothers to lament and bewail the logbaf children, so shalt
thou, by thy death, cause thy mother to lament #dise." Accordingly, he
gave order to slay him immediately at Gilgal, anert went away to the city
Ramabh.

Footnote:

1. The reason of this severity is distinctly givenSdmuel 15:18, "Go and
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites:" nateied do we ever meet
with these Amalekites but as very cruel and bloqubople, and
particularly seeking to injure and utterly to degtthe nation of Israel.
See Exodus 17:8-16; Numbers 14:45; Deuteronomy7259] Judges
6:3, 6; 1 Samuel 15:33; Psalms 83:7; and, aboyé¢hallmost barbarous
of all cruelties, that of Haman the Agagite, or afethe posterity of
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Agag, the old king of the Amalekites, Esther 3:1-15
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Chapter 8

Samuel Ordained David to Be King

1. Now Saul being sensible of the miserable comditie had brought
himself into, and that he had made God to be hesngmn he went up to his
royal palace at Gibeah, which name denotes aamid,after that day he came
no more into the presence of the prophet. And wamuel mourned for
him, God bid him leave off his concern for him, @ndake the holy oil, and
go to Bethlehem, to Jesse the son of Obed, anddimtasuch of his sons as
he should show him for their future king. But Saimsad, he was afraid lest
Saul, when he came to know of it, should kill hieither by some private
method or even openly. But upon God's suggestingirto a safe way of
going thither, he came to the forementioned cityd avhen they all saluted
him, and asked what was the occasion of his confiagpld them he came
to sacrifice to God. When, therefore, he had gottensacrifice ready, he
called Jesse and his sons to partake of thosdisasriand when he saw his
eldest son to be a tall and handsome man, he ghbgdais comeliness that
he was the person who was to be their future Kiwg.he was mistaken in
judging about God's providence; for when Samueliiregl of God whether
he should anoint this youth, whom he so admired, esteemed worthy of
the kingdom, God said, "Men do not see as God sdétbu indeed hast
respect to the fine appearance of this youth, dmhde esteemest him
worthy of the kingdom, while | propose the kingdasia reward, not of the
beauty of bodies, but of the virtue of souls, andduire after one that is
perfectly comely in that respect; | mean one whoaautiful in piety, and
righteousness, and fortitude, and obedience, forthem consists the
comeliness of the soul." When God had said this)&h bade Jesse to show
him all his sons. So he made five others of hisgorcome to him; of all of
whom Eliab was the eldest, Aminadab the secondm&fal the third,
Nathaniel the fourth, Rael the fifth, and Asam #igth. And when the
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prophet saw that these were no way inferior to #idest in their
countenances, he inquired of God which of themas whom he chose for
their king. And when God said it was none of théim,asked Jesse whether
he had not some other sons besides these; andheheaid that he had one
more, named David, but that he was a shepherdtcmkdcare of the flocks,
Samuel bade them call him immediately, for thathi was come they could
not possibly sit down to the feast. Now, as soofiasfather had sent for
David, and he was come, he appeared to be of aweabmplexion, of a
sharp sight, and a comely person in other respasts This is he, said
Samuel privately to himself, whom it pleases Godntake our king. So he
sat down to the feast, and placed the youth uniher dnd Jesse also, with
his other sons; after which he took oil in the pree of David, and anointed
him, and whispered him in the ear, and acquaintedthat God chose him
to be their king; and exhorted him to be righteoasd obedient to his
commands, for that by this means his kingdom waaddtinue for a long
time, and that his house should be of great spleraita celebrated in the
world; that he should overthrow the Philistines;l éimat against what nations
soever he should make war, he should be the comquand survive the
fight; and that while he lived he should enjoy arglus name, and leave
such a name to his posterity also.

2. So Samuel, when he had given him these admosjtent away.
But the Divine Power departed from Saul, and rerdaeeDavid; who, upon
this removal of the Divine Spirit to him, beganpmphesy. But as for Saul,
some strange and demoniacal disorders came upananiinbrought upon
him such suffocations as were ready to choke homwhich the physicians
could find no other remedy but this, That if anygos could charm those
passions by singing, and playing upon the harpy, #ukwised them to inquire
for such a one, and to observe when these demans c@on him and
disturbed him, and to take care that such a pergght stand over him, and
play upon the harp, and recite hymns to him. (1¢dkdingly Saul did not
delay, but commanded them to seek out such a mad.when a certain
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stander-by said that he had seen in the city dilBleém a son of Jesse, who
was yet no more than a child in age, but comely la@altiful, and in other
respects one that was deserving of great regard,was skillful in playing
on the harp, and in singing of hymns, [and an dextlsoldier in war,] he
sent to Jesse, and desired him to take David ameay the flocks, and send
him to him, for he had a mind to see him, as haviegrd an advantageous
character of his comeliness and his valor. So Jassehis son, and gave him
presents to carry to Saul. And when he was comel, Bas pleased with
him, and made him his armor-bearer, and had hinemy great esteem; for
he charmed his passion, and was the only physmigmnst the trouble he
had from the demons, whensoever it was that it caposm him, and this by
reciting of hymns, and playing upon the harp, anddging Saul to his right
mind again. However, he sent to Jesse, the fath#reochild, and desired
him to permit David to stay with him, for that heasvdelighted with his sight
and company; which stay, that he might not conttafslaul, he granted.

Footnote:
1. Spanheim takes notice here that the Greeks hadssaghrs of hymns;
and that usually children or youths were picked foutthat service; as

also, that those called singers to the harp, dedstime that David did
here, i.e. join their own vocal and instrumentakmuogether.
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Chapter 9
David's Slaying Goliath

1. Now the Philistines gathered themselves togedgam no very long
time afterward; and having gotten together a gexaty, they made war
against the Israelites; and having seized a plastevden Shochoh and
Azekah, they there pitched their camp. Saul alsavdyut his army to oppose
them; and by pitching his own camp on a certain, e forced the
Philistines to leave their former camp, and to emzéahemselves upon such
another hill, over-against that on which Saul'syalay, so that a valley,
which was between the two hills on which they ldwided their camps
asunder. Now there came down a man out of the aaintpbe Philistines,
whose name was Goliath, of the city of Gath, a wfavast bulk, for he was
of four cubits and a span in tallness, and had taboo weapons suitable to
the largeness of his body, for he had a breastmatehat weighed five
thousand shekels: he had also a helmet and grehbeass, as large as you
would naturally suppose might cover the limbs ofvast a body. His spear
was also such as was not carried like a light thimgis right hand, but he
carried it as lying on his shoulders. He had alslareee of six hundred
shekels; and many followed him to carry his armWherefore this Goliath
stood between the two armies, as they were inebaitthy, and sent out aloud
voice, and said to Saul and the Hebrews, "I wekfyou from fighting and
from dangers; for what necessity is there that yaany should fall and be
afflicted? Give me a man of you that will fight Wwitme, and he that conquers
shall have the reward of the conqueror and deteritma war; for these shall
serve those others to whom the conqueror shallngeland certainly it is
much better, and more prudent, to gain what you@éy the hazard of one
man than of all." When he had said this, he reticetis own camp; but the
next day he came again, and used the same womglidkmot leave off for
forty days together, to challenge the enemy insdume words, till Saul and
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his army were therewith terrified, while they pueimselves in array as if
they would fight, but did not come to a close [mattl

2. Now while this war between the Hebrews and thdigeines was
going on, Saul sent away David to his father Jeasd, contented himself
with those three sons of his whom he had sentdcabsistance, and to be
partners in the dangers of the war: and at firstiDaeturned to feed his
sheep and his flocks; but after no long time he eamthe camp of the
Hebrews, as sent by his father, to carry provisitanis brethren, and to
know what they were doing. While Goliath came agand challenged
them, and reproached them, that they had no mamalof among them that
durst come down to fight him; and as David wasitglkwith his brethren
about the business for which his father had sent he heard the Philistine
reproaching and abusing the army, and had indigmatt it, and said to his
brethren, "I am ready to fight a single combat withis adversary."
Whereupon Eliab, his eldest brother, reproved fang said that he spoke
too rashly and improperly for one of his age, armttbm go to his flocks,
and to his father. So he was abashed at his bretlwerds, and went away,
but still he spake to some of the soldiers thatvhe willing to fight with him
that challenged them. And when they had informedl| Sehat was the
resolution of the young man, the king sent for koncome to him: and when
the king asked what he had to say, he replied,in@, bbe not cast down, nor
afraid, for | will depress the insolence of thisvasary, and will go down
and fight with him, and will bring him under me, @@l and as great as he is,
till he shall be sufficiently laughed at, and thymg shall get great glory,
when he shall be slain by one that is not yet ofi'mastate, neither fit for
fighting, nor capable of being intrusted with tharshalling an army, or
ordering a battle, but by one that looks like dd;hnd is really no elder in
age than a child."

3. Now Saul wondered at the boldness and alacfiyavid, but durst
not presume on his ability, by reason of his agd;daid he must on that
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account be too weak to fight with one that wasle#fiin the art of war. "
undertake this enterprise," said David, "in depecdeon God's being with
me, for | have had experience already of his assi&t;, for | once pursued
after and caught a lion that assaulted my flocks, taok away a lamb from
them; and | snatched the lamb out of the wild beamsbuth, and when he
leaped upon me with violence, | took him by thé &mnd dashed him against
the ground. In the same manner did | avenge myseHl bear also; and let
this adversary of ours be esteemed like one otthdlsl beasts, since he has
a long while reproached our army, and blaspheme&dGma, who yet will
reduce him under my power."

4. However, Saul prayed that the end might be, bg'§sassistance, not
disagreeable to the alacrity and boldness of thid;@dnd said, "Go thy way
to the fight." So he put about him his breastplatej girded on his sword,
and fitted the helmet to his head, and sent himyavigaut David was
burdened with his armor, for he had not been egedcio it, nor had he
learned to walk with it; so he said, "Let this ambe thine, O king, who art
able to bear it; but give me leave to fight as seyvant, and as | myself
desire." Accordingly he laid by the armor, and makhis staff with him, and
putting five stones out of the brook into a shedlsebag, and having a sling
in his right hand, he went towards Goliath. But Hoversary seeing him
come in such a manner, disdained him, and jested bpm, as if he had not
such weapons with him as are usual when one métsf@gainst another,
but such as are used in driving away and avoidindogs; and said, "Dost
thou take me not for a man, but a dog?" To whichdpéied, "No, not for a
dog, but for a creature worse than a dog." Thivqiked Goliath to anger,
who thereupon cursed him by the name of God, arehthned to give his
flesh to the beasts of the earth, and to the fofvtke air, to be torn in pieces
by them. To whom David answered, Thou comest towitle a sword, and
with a spear, and with a breastplate; but | havd 6o my armor in coming
against thee, who will destroy thee and all thyyabog my hands for | will
this day cut off thy head, and cast the other pErtby body to the dogs, and
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all men shall learn that God is the protector & thebrews, and that our
armor and our strength is in his providence; andt tvithout God's

assistance, all other warlike preparations and poave useless." So the
Philistine being retarded by the weight of his arnwhen he attempted to
meet David in haste, came on but slowly, as despibim, and depending
upon it that he should slay him, who was both umalrand a child also,
without any trouble at all.

5. But the youth met his antagonist, being accomaglwith an invisible
assistant, who was no other than God himself. Akthgg one of the stones
that he had out of the brook, and had put inteshepherd's bag, and fitting it
to his sling, he slang it against the PhilistindnisT stone fell upon his
forehead, and sank into his brain, insomuch thdta@owas stunned, and
fell upon his face. So David ran, and stood upa ddversary as he lay
down, and cut off his head with his own sword;Herhad no sword himself.
And upon the fall of Goliath the Philistines wereaken, and fled; for when
they saw their champion prostrate on the grounely there afraid of the
entire issue of their affairs, and resolved notstay any longer, but
committed themselves to an ignominious and indedagiit, and thereby
endeavored to save themselves from the dangersméesyin. But Saul and
the entire army of the Hebrews made a shout, asdedi upon them, and
slew a great number of them, and pursued theadketborders of Garb, and
to the gates of Ekron; so that there were slainthef Philistines thirty
thousand, and twice as many wounded. But Saulmeduto their camp, and
pulled their fortification to pieces, and burntbiyt David carried the head of
Goliath into his own tent, but dedicated his swirdsod [at the tabernacle].
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Chapter 10

Saul Promised to David of Giving Him His Daughter
In Marriage

1. Now the women were an occasion of Saul's endyhatred to David;
for they came to meet their victorious army withmbals, and drums, and all
demonstrations of joy, and sang thus: The wives, $hat "Saul had slain his
many thousands of the Philistines." The virgindieeh that "David had slain
his ten thousands." Now, when the king heard thiegirsy thus, and that he
had himself the smallest share in their commendsati@and the greater
number, the ten thousands, were ascribed to thagyonan; and when he
considered with himself that there was nothing meaating to David, after
such a mighty applause, but the kingdom; he begamea afraid and
suspicious of David. Accordingly he removed hinmirthe station he was in
before, for he was his armor-bearer, which, outaf, seemed to him much
too near a station for him; and so he made himamamtver a thousand, and
bestowed on him a post better indeed in itself, Bsthe thought, more for
his own security; for he had a mind to send himreggahe enemy, and into
battles, as hoping he would be slain in such dangeconflicts.

2. But David had God going along with him whithexger he went, and
accordingly he greatly prospered in his undertakiragnd it was visible that
he had mighty success, insomuch that Saul's daygVtie was still a virgin,
fell in love with him; and her affection so far pe#led over her, that it could
not be concealed, and her father became acquaaitiedt. Now Saul heard
this gladly, as intending to make use of it fomare against David, and he
hoped that it would prove the cause of destructéiod of hazard to him; so
he told those that informed him of his daughteffection, that he would
willingly give David the virgin in marriage, andida"l engage myself to
marry my daughter to him if he will bring me sixrdred heads of my
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enemies (1) supposing that when a reward so amateproposed to him,
and when he should aim to get him great glory, bgleutaking a thing so
dangerous and incredible, he would immediatelyabetut it, and so perish
by the Philistines; and my designs about him witteed finely to my mind,
for | shall be freed from him, and get him slaimt by myself, but by
another man." So he gave order to his servanty tootwv David would relish
this proposal of marrying the damsel. Accordindhey began to speak thus
to him: That king Saul loved him, as well as ditltaé people, and that he
was desirous of his affinity by the marriage ostdamsel. To which he gave
this answer: - "Seemeth it to you a light thingo made the king's son-in-
law? It does not seem so to me, especially whan bae of a family that is
low, and without any glory or honor." Now when Satds informed by his
servants what answer David had made, he said,l-Hihe that | do not want
any money nor dowry from him, which would be ratteeset my daughter to
sale than to give her in marriage; but | desirgy@uich a son-in-law as hath
in him fortitude, and all other kinds of virtue,! which he saw David was
possessed, and that his desire was to receivenof dm account of his
marrying his daughter, neither gold nor silver, tiat he should bring such
wealth out of his father's house, but only somesmnge on the Philistines,
and indeed six hundred of their heads, than whictoee desirable or a more
glorious present could not be brought him, and tmathad much rather
obtain this, than any of the accustomed dowriehi®daughter, viz. that she
should be married to a man of that character, armhé who had a testimony
as having conquered his enemies.

3. When these words of Saul were brought to Davedwas pleased
with them, and supposed that Saul was really desiad this affinity with
him; so that without bearing to deliberate any lemgr casting about in his
mind whether what was proposed was possible, ordiffisult or not, he
and his companions immediately set upon the enamy,went about doing
what was proposed as the condition of the marriAgeordingly, because it
was God who made all things easy and possible tadDhe slew many [of
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the Philistines], and cut off the heads of six maxddof them, and came to the
king, and by showing him these heads of the Pimést required that he
might have his daughter in marriage. AccordinglgulShaving no way of
getting off his engagements, as thinking it a thseg either to seem a liar
when he promised him this marriage, or to appearh&wve acted
treacherously by him, in putting him upon what wasa manner impossible,

in order to have him slain, he gave him his daugimenarriage: her name
was Michal.

Footnote:

1. Josephus says thrice in this chapter, and twiesvedtrds, ch. 11. sect. 2,
and B. VII. ch. 1. sect. 4, i.e. five times in dhat Saul required not a
bare hundred of the foreskins of the Philistineg, 95x hundred of their
heads. The Septuagint have 100 foreskins, but ym&acSand Arabic
200. Now that these were not foreskins, with oteotopies, but heads,
with Josephus's copy, seems somewhat probable, Ir&amuel 29:4,
where all copies say that it was with the headsuah Philistines that
David might reconcile himself to his master, Saul.
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Chapter 11

The Affection and Care of Jonathan unto David

1. However, Saul was not disposed to persevereitotige state wherein
he was, for when he saw that David was in greateest both with God and
with the multitude, he was afraid; and being ndedab conceal his fear as
concerning great things, his kingdom and his lidebe deprived of either of
which was a very great calamity, he resolved toeh®avid slain, and
commanded his son Jonathan and his most faithfulses to kill him: but
Jonathan wondered at his father's change withioaladb David, that it
should be made to so great a degree, from showmab small good-will,
to contrive how to have him killed. Now, becauseldweed the young man,
and reverenced him for his virtue, he informed lointhe secret charge his
father had given, and what his intentions were eamog him. However, he
advised him to take care and be absent the nextfalathat he would salute
his father, and, if he met with a favorable oppoitiy he would discourse
with him about him, and learn the cause of his uksgand show how little
ground there was for it, and that for it he ougbt to kill a man that had
done so many good things to the multitude, and beeh a benefactor to
himself, on account of which he ought in reasomltain pardon, had he
been guilty of the greatest crimes; and "I willthaform thee of my father's
resolution." Accordingly David complied with such advantageous advice,
and kept himself then out of the king's sight.

2. On the next day Jonathan came to Saul, as sotwke saw him in a
cheerful and joyful disposition, and began to idtroe a discourse about
David: "What unjust action, O father, either litde great, hast thou found so
exceptionable in David, as to induce thee to oudeto slay a man who hath
been of great advantage to thy own preservatioa,ddrstill greater to the
punishment of the Philistines? A man who hath dekd the people of the
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Hebrews from reproach and derision, which they onndst for forty days
together, when he alone had courage enough toirsuktachallenge of the
adversary, and after that brought as many headsioenemies as he was
appointed to bring, and had, as a reward for theesany sister in marriage;
insomuch that his death would be very sorrowfuli$p not only on account
of his virtue, but on account of the nearness ofrelation; for thy daughter
must be injured at the same time that he is skm, must be obliged to
experience widowhood, before she can come to eapyyadvantage from
their mutual conversation. Consider these thingd, @hange your mind to a
more merciful temper, and do no mischief to a nvamg, in the first place,
hath done us the greatest kindness of preservagy tbr when an evil spirit
and demons had seized upon thee, he cast theranmuprocured rest to thy
soul from their incursions: and, in the second @ldtath avenged us of our
enemies; for it is a base thing to forget such bexneSo Saul was pacified
with these words, and sware to his son that heavdalDavid no harm, for a
righteous discourse proved too hard for the kinm'ger and fear. So
Jonathan sent for David, and brought him good rfesva his father, that he
was to be preserved. He also brought him to hieefaiand David continued
with the king as formerly.

3. About this time it was that, upon the Philisinmaking a new
expedition against the Hebrews, Saul sent David ait army to fight with
them; and joining battle with them he slew manytlodm, and after his
victory he returned to the king. But his reception Saul was not as he
expected upon such success, for he was grieveld ptdsperity, because he
thought he would be more dangerous to him by haatgd so gloriously:
but when the demoniacal spirit came upon him, amdhom into disorder,
and disturbed him, he called for David into his {ohdmber wherein he lay,
and having a spear in his hand, he ordered hirhdaont him with playing on
his harp, and with singing hymns; which when Dadid at his command, he
with great force threw the spear at him; but Davaks aware of it before it
came, and avoided it, and fled to his own house anode there all that day.
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4. But at night the king sent officers, and comnehthat he should be
watched till the morning, lest he should get gaweay, that he might come
into the judgment-hall, and so might be delivergd and condemned and
slain. But when Michal, David's wife, the king'sudéter, understood what
her father designed, she came to her husband,vasghemall hopes of his
deliverance, and as greatly concerned about herliésvalso, for she could
not bear to live in case she were deprived of lang she said, "Let not the
sun find thee here when it rises, for if it do,tthall be the last time it will
see thee: fly away then while the night may affitvele opportunity, and may
God lengthen it for thy sake; for know this, thamiy father find thee, thou
art a dead man." So she let him down by a corabtite window, and saved
him: and after she had done so, she fitted up ddydudm as if he were sick,
and put under the bed-clothes a goat's liver (il)wanen her father, as soon
as it was day, sent to seize David, she said tsethizat were there, That he
had not been well that night, and showed them #tk dovered, and made
them believe, by the leaping of the liver, whichusad the bed-clothes to
move also, that David breathed like one that wésnaatic. So when those
that were sent told Saul that David had not bedhiw¢he night he ordered
him to be brought in that condition, for he intedde kill him. Now when
they came and uncovered the bed, and found outvtimean's contrivance,
they told it to the king; and when her father coanped of her that she had
saved his enemy, and had put a trick upon himstlg invented this
plausible defense for herself, and said, That wiemad threatened to Kkill
her, she lent him her assistance for his presenvabut of fear; for which
her assistance she ought to be forgiven, becawsgasiinot done of her own
free choice, but out of necessity: "For," said shelo not suppose that thou
wast so zealous to kill thy enemy, as thou wast thshould be saved.”
Accordingly Saul forgave the damsel; but David, wine had escaped this
danger, came to the prophet Samuel to Ramah, &hthita what snares the
king had laid for him, and how he was very neatléath by Saul's throwing
a spear at him, although he had been no way guitty relation to him, nor
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had he been cowardly in his battles with his enepbat had succeeded well
in them all, by God's assistance; which thing wakeed the cause of Saul's
hatred to David.

5. When the prophet was made acquainted with thesuproceedings
of the king, he left the city Ramah, and took Dawih him, to a certain
place called Naioth, and there he abode with hiat.vizhen it was told Saul
that David was with the prophet, he sent soldiefsiin, and ordered them to
take him, and bring him to him: and when they cam&amuel, and found
there a congregation of prophets, they becameksagtaf the Divine Spirit,
and began to prophesy; which when Saul heard ofehé others to David,
who prophesying in like manner as did the firstagain sent others; which
third sort prophesying also, at last he was angmgl went thither in great
haste himself, and when he was just by the plaaeyuel, before he saw
him, made him prophesy also. And when Saul cameéhite, he was
disordered in mind (2) and under the vehement @gieof a spirit; and,
putting off his garments, (3) he fell down, and taythe ground all that day
and night, in the presence of Samuel and David.

6. And David went thence, and came to Jonathansaheof Saul, and
lamented to him what snares were laid for him ks/father; and said, that
though he had been guilty of no evil, nor had aftssh against him, yet he
was very zealous to get him killed. Hereupon Jamatkxhorted him not to
give credit to such his own suspicions, nor to ¢takimnies of those that
raised those reports, if there were any that djdabto depend on him, and
take courage; for that his father had no such trdensince he would have
acquainted him with that matter, and have takermatiisce, had it been so, as
he used to consult with him in common when he aateather affairs. But
David sware to him that so it was; and he desiiedrather to believe him,
and to provide for his safety, than to despise wWistwith great sincerity,
told him: that he would believe what he said, whenshould either see him
killed himself, or learn it upon inquiry from otleerand that the reason why
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his father did not tell him of these things, wasstlithat he knew of the
friendship and affection that he bore towards him.

7. Hereupon, when Jonathan found that this intantb Saul was so
well attested, he asked him what he would have donfor him. To which
David replied, "I am sensible that thou art willing gratify me in every
thing, and procure me what | desire. Now tomorrewhie new moon, and |
was accustomed to sit down then with the king g@psu now, if it seem
good to thee, | will go out of the city, and conlaegself privately there; and
if Saul inquire why | am absent, tell him that | agone to my own city
Bethlehem, to keep a festival with my own tribeg aald this also, that thou
gavest me leave so to do. And if he say, as isllyssaid in the case of
friends that are gone abroad, It is well that hatwihen assure thyself that
no latent mischief or enmity may be feared at laad) but if he answer
otherwise, that will be a sure sign that he hatimnesalesigns against me,
Accordingly thou shalt inform me of thy father'slinations; and that out of
pity to my case and out of thy friendship for ms, iastances of which
friendship thou hast vouchsafed to accept of tiseirasices of my love to
thee, and to give the like assurances to me, fhahose of a master to his
servant; but if thou discoverest any wickednesm@& do thou prevent thy
father, and kill me thyself."

8. But Jonathan heard these last words with indignaand promised to
do what he desired of him, and to inform him if father's answers implied
any thing of a melancholy nature, and any enmitgiregi him. And that he
might the more firmly depend upon him, he took loiat into the open field,
into the pure air, and sware that he would negiething that might tend to
the preservation of David; and he said, "l appeahat God, who, as thou
seest, is diffused every where, and knoweth thentron of mine, before |
explain it in words, as the witness of this my auaat with thee, that | will
not leave off to make frequent trims of the purposeny father till | learn
whether there be any lurking distemper in the nsestet parts of his soul;
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and when | have learnt it, | will not conceal ibrin thee, but will discover it
to thee, whether he be gently or peevishly dispofmdthis God himself
knows, that | pray he may always be with thee his with thee now, and
will not forsake thee, and will make thee supetmthine enemies, whether
my father be one of them, or whether I myself behsuDo thou only
remember what we now do; and if it fall out thali¢, preserve my children
alive, and requite what kindness thou hast nowivedeto them." When he
had thus sworn, he dismissed David, bidding hintoga certain place of that
plain wherein he used to perform his exercisestHat, as soon as he knew
the mind of his father, he would come thither tmhwith one servant only;
"and if," says he, "l shoot three darts at the markl then bid my servant to
carry these three darts away, for they are befone know thou that there is
no mischief to be feared from my father; but if dhbearest me say the
contrary, expect the contrary from the king. Howewihou shalt gain
security by my means, and shalt by no means saffgrharm; but see thou
dost not forget what | have desired of thee intime of thy prosperity, and
be serviceable to my children." Now David, when Had received these
assurances from Jonathan, went his way to the plageinted.

9. But on the next day, which was the new moonkthg, when he had
purified himself, as the custom was, came to sypgait when there sat by
him his son Jonathan on his right hand, and Althercaptain of his host, on
the other hand, he saw David's seat was emptysddtnothing, supposing
that he had not purified himself since he had ag=aored with his wife, and
so could not be present; but when he saw that leeneathere the second
day of the month neither, he inquired of his sonallean why the son of
Jesse did not come to the supper and the feaiienéne day before nor that
day. So Jonathan said, That he was gone, accotdinidpe agreement
between them, to his own city, where his tribe leptstival, and that by his
permission: that he also invited him to come tartBacrifice; "and," says
Jonathan, "if thou wilt give me leave, | Will gaittier, for thou knowest the
good-will that I bear him." And then it was thatndthan understood his
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father's hatred to David, and plainly saw his entiisposition; for Saul could
not restrain his anger, but reproached Jonathahcalted him the son of a
runagate, and an enemy; and said he was a paritterDavid, and his
assistant, and that by his behavior he showed tienbaegard to himself, or
to his mother, and would not be persuaded of thisat while David is alive,
their kingdom was not secure to them; yet did lteHam send for him, that
he might be punished. And when Jonathan said, swean "What hath he
done that thou wilt punish him?" Saul no longerteated himself to express
his anger in bare words, but snatched up his spadrleaped upon him, and
was desirous to kill him. He did not indeed do whatintended, because he
was hindered by his friends; but it appeared pjaialhis son that he hated
David, and greatly desired to despatch him, insomihat he had almost
slain his son with his own hands on his account.

10. And then it was that the king's son rose ha#tdm supper; and
being unable to admit any thing into his mouth doef, he wept all night,
both because he had himself been near destruetnmhbecause the death of
David was determined: but as soon as it was dayydrg out into the plain
that was before the city, as going to perform kisreises, but in reality to
inform his friend what disposition his father wastowards him, as he had
agreed with him to do; and when Jonathan had ddmet Wwad been thus
agreed, he dismissed his servant that followed tonneturn to the city; but
he himself went into the desert, and came intgphesence, and communed
with him. So David appeared and fell at Jonathée®@s and bowed down to
him, and called him the preserver of his soul; leiifted him up from the
earth, and they mutually embraced one another,naade a long greeting,
and that not without tears. They also lamented thge, and that familiarity
which envy would deprive them of, and that sepamatvhich must now be
expected, which seemed to them no better than disalh So recollecting
themselves at length from their lamentation, arftbeting one another to be
mindful of the oaths they had sworn to each otthey parted asunder.
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Footnotes:

1. Since the modern Jews have lost the significatiothe Hebrew word
here used, cebr; and since the LXX., as well aspluss, reader it the
liver of the goat, and since this rendering, ansepbus's account, are
here so much more clear and probable than thosghefs, it is almost
unaccountable that our commentators should so raadmesitate about
its true interpretation.

2. These violent and wild agitations of Saul seem ®tmhave been no
other than demoniacal; and that the same demonhwised to seize
him, since he was forsaken of God, and which thvenéihymns and
psalms which were sung to the harp by David usexkpel, was now in
a judicial way brought upon him, not only in order disappoint his
intentions against innocent David, but to expose tu the laughter and
contempt of all that saw him, or heard of thosdadigins; such violent
and wild agitations being never observed in trueppets, when they
were under the inspiration of the Spirit of God.r@ther copies, which
say the Spirit of God came him, seem not so hepg,cmhich mentions
nothing of God at all. Nor does Josephus seem daba&sthis impulse
and ecstasy of Saul to any other than to his oldoteacal spirit, which
on all accounts appears the most probable. Nor dbesformer
description of Saul's real inspiration by the De/i@pirit, 1 Samuel 10:9-
12; Antiq. B. VI. ch. 4. sect. 2, which was befdne was become
wicked, well agree with the descriptions before us.

3. What is meant by Saul's lying down naked all tteat, dind all that night,
1 Samuel 19:4, and whether any more than layingeasiis royal
apparel, or upper garments, as Josephus seemdédostand it, is by no
means certain. See the note on Antiq. B. VIIl.Ih.sect. 2.
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Chapter 12

David Fled to Ahimelech

1. But David fled from the king, and that deathwees in danger of by
him, and came to the city Nob, to Ahimelech theegtri who, when he saw
him coming all alone, and neither a friend nor avaet with him, he
wondered at it, and desired to learn of him theseaunhy there was nobody
with him. To which David answered, That the kingll@mmanded him to
do a certain thing that was to be kept secret, hiwhy if he had a mind to
know so much, he had no occasion for any one tmmapany him;
"however, | have ordered my servants to meet nseiet and such a place."
So he desired him to let him have somewhat toagat;that in case he would
supply him, be would act the part of a friend, &edassisting to the business
he was now about: and when he had obtained whaes$ieed, he also asked
him whether he had any weapons with him, eitherdwo spear. Now there
was at Nob a servant of Saul, by birth a Syrianpsghname was Doeg, one
that kept the king's mules. The high priest saad e had no such weapons;
but, he added, "Here is the sword of Goliath, whishen thou hadst slain
the Philistine, thou didst dedicate to God."

2. When David had received the sword, he fled duh® country of the
Hebrews into that of the Philistines, over whichh&sh reigned; and when
the king's servants knew him, and he was made knowhe king himself,
the servants informing him that he was that Davitbvad killed many ten
thousands of the Philistines, David was afraid tlestking should put him to
death, and that he should experience that danger fim which he had
escaped from Saul; so he pretended to be distrastddmad, so that his
spittle ran out of his mouth; and he did otherlitke actions before the king
of Gath, which might make him believe that theygaeded from such a
distemper. Accordingly the king was very angry iastdervants that they had
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brought him a madman, and he gave orders that sheyld eject David
immediately [out of the city].

3. So when David had escaped in this manner o@ath, he came to
the tribe of Judah, and abode in a cave by thedfig&dullam. Then it was
that he sent to his brethren, and informed thenravhe was, who then came
to him with all their kindred, and as many othessagere either in want or in
fear of king Saul, came and made a body togetmal taeld him they were
ready to obey his orders; they were in all about faundred. Whereupon he
took courage, now such a force and assistance wa® ¢0 him; so he
removed thence and came to the king of the Mogbated desired him to
entertain his parents in his country, while theigsef his affairs were in such
an uncertain condition. The king granted him thasofr, and paid great
respect to David's parents all the time they wadtk lam.

4. As for himself, upon the prophet's commanding ho leave the
desert, and to go into the portion of the tribeJoflah, and abide there, he
complied therewith; and coming to the city Haretinich was in that tribe,
he remained there. Now when Saul heard that Dazdl been seen with a
multitude about him, he fell into no small distunlba and trouble; but as he
knew that David was a bold and courageous man, uspested that
somewhat extraordinary would appear from him, doad dpenly also, which
would make him weep and put him into distress; esadlled together to him
his friends, and his commanders, and the tribe fwdmnch he was himself
derived, to the hill where his palace was; andngjtupon a place called
Aroura, his courtiers that were in dignities, ahd guards of his body, being
with him, he spake thus to them: - "You that arenrmeé my own tribe, |
conclude that you remember the benefits that | estowed upon you, and
that | have made some of you owners of land, andeny@u commanders,
and bestowed posts of honor upon you, and set saimg@u over the
common people, and others over the soldiers; lyask therefore, whether
you expect greater and more donations from theosdrsse? for | know that
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you are all inclinable to him; (even my own sonakban himself is of that
opinion, and persuades you to be of the same)l &m not unacquainted
with the oaths and the covenants that are betwaerahd David, and that
Jonathan is a counselor and an assistant to thasednspire against me,
and none of you are concerned about these things,du keep silence and
watch, to see what will be the upshot of theseghihWhen the king had
made this speech, not one of the rest of thosewkat present made any
answer; but Doeg the Syrian, who fed his mules], shiat he saw David

when he came to the city Nob to Ahimelech the higiest, and that he
learned future events by his prophesying; thatdeeived food from him,

and the sword of Goliath, and was conducted bywitin security to such as
he desired to go to.

5. Saul therefore sent for the high priest, andaibhis kindred; and said
to them, "What terrible or ungrateful tiring halsot suffered from me, that
thou hast received the son of Jesse, and hastesktan him both food and
weapons, when he was contriving to get the kingdéma@ further, why
didst thou deliver oracles to him concerning futas? For thou couldst not
be unacquainted that he was fled away from me, thatl he hated my
family." But the high priest did not betake hims@fdeny what he had done,
but confessed boldly that he had supplied him witese things, not to
gratify David, but Saul himself: and he said, "dl diot know that he was thy
adversary, but a servant of thine, who was vempfiali to thee, and a captain
over a thousand of thy soldiers, and, what is ntloae these, thy son-in-law,
and kinsman. Men do not choose to confer such fagartheir adversaries,
but on those who are esteemed to bear the higbeskill and respect to
them. Nor is this the first time that | prophesfed him, but | have done it
often, and at other times as well as now. And wherold me that he was
sent by thee in great haste to do somewhat, ifd fuanished him with
nothing that he desired | should have thought tihatvas rather in
contradiction to thee than to him; wherefore do thmtu entertain any ill
opinion of me, nor do thou have a suspicion of whaten thought an act of
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humanity, from what is now told thee of David'satpts against thee, for |
did then to him as to thy friend and son-in-lawd araptain of a thousand,
and not as to thine adversary."

6. When the high priest had spoken thus, he didorcduade Saul, his
fear was so prevalent, that he could not give tredan apology that was
very just. So he commanded his armed men that stbodt him to kill him,
and all his kindred; but as they durst not touahtigh priest, but were more
afraid of disobeying God than the king, he ordebesg the Syrian to Kill
them. Accordingly, he took to his assistance suatk@d men as were like
himself, and slew Ahimelech and all his family, whkere in all three
hundred and eighty-five. Saul also sent to Nobil{&)city of the priests, and
slew all that were there, without sparing eithemvem or children, or any
other age, and burnt it; only there was one soAlomelech, whose name
was Abiathar, who escaped. However, these thingeda pass as God had
foretold to Eli the high priest, when he said th& posterity should be
destroyed, on account of the transgression ofAossons.

7. (2) Now this king Saul, by perpetrating so baoba a crime, and
murdering the whole family of the high-priestly dity, by having no pity of
the infants, nor reverence for the aged, and bytler@ving the city which
God had chosen for the property, and for the suppbithe priests and
prophets which were there, and had ordained asertlyecity allotted for the
education of such men, gives all to understandcamsider the disposition
of men, that while they are private persons, arallmw condition, because it
IS not in their power to indulge nature, nor to tuea upon what they wish
for, they are equitable and moderate, and purstiengpbut what is just, and
bend their whole minds and labors that way; theis that they have this
belief about God, that he is present to all theastof their lives, and that he
does not only see the actions that are done, leatrlgl knows those their
thoughts also, whence those actions do arise. Bwenwonce they are
advanced into power and authority, then they pualbsuch notions, and, as

60



if they were no other than actors upon a thedtey; lay aside their disguised
parts and manners, and take up boldness, insolandea contempt of both
human and Divine laws, and this at a time when #specially stand in need
of piety and righteousness, because they are thest of all exposed to
envy, and all they think, and all they say, aréhim view of all men; then it is
that they become so insolent in their actions,hasidh God saw them no
longer, or were afraid of them because of their grovand whatsoever it is
that they either are afraid of by the rumors thearh or they hate by
inclination, or they love without reason, thesensé¢e them to be authentic,
and firm, and true, and pleasing both to men an@ddd; but as to what will
come hereafter, they have not the least regarnd Tiney raise those to honor
indeed who have been at a great deal of paindéntand after that honor
they envy them; and when they have brought themhigh dignity, they do
not only deprive them of what they had obtained, &#lso, on that very
account, of their lives also, and that on wickeduaations, and such as on
account of their extravagant nature, are incredibleey also punish men for
their actions, not such as deserve condemnationfrbom calumnies and
accusations without examination; and this extends only to such as
deserve to be punished, but to as many as thegbéedo kill. This reflection
is openly confirmed to us from the example of S#uk son of Kish, who
was the first king who reigned after our aristogrand government under
the judges were over; and that by his slaughtehmgfe hundred priests and
prophets, on occasion of his suspicion about Alectel and by the
additional wickedness of the overthrow of theiyciénd this is as he were
endeavoring in some sort to render the temple fteawée] destitute both of
priests and prophets, which endeavor he showethigping so many of them,
and not suffering the very city belonging to .themremain, that so others
might succeed them.

8. But Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, who aloneldde saved out of
the family of priests slain by Saul, fled to Davahd informed him of the
calamity that had befallen their family, and of tflaughter of his father;
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who hereupon said, He was not unapprised of whatldvéollow with
relation to them when he saw Doeg there; for hethad a suspicion that the
high priest would be falsely accused by him to kimeg, and he blamed
himself as having been the cause of this misfortédwg he desired him to
stay there, and abide with him, as in a place wheremight be better
concealed than any where else.

Footnotes:

1. This city Nob was not a city allotted to the pr&estor had the prophets,
that we know of, any particular cities allotted rthelt seems the
tabernacle was now at Nob, and probably a schothefprophets was
here also. It was full two days' journey on foobnfr Jerusalem, 1
Samuel 21:5. The number of priests here slain segdlous is three
hundred and eighty-five, and but eighty-five in ¢iebrew copies; yet
are they three hundred and five in the Septuagiiptefer Josephus's
number, the Hebrew having, | suppose, only droghedhundreds, the
other the tens. This city Nob seems to have beerchief, or perhaps
the only seat of the family of Ithamar, which hpexished, according to
God's former terrible threatenings to Eli, 1 SanfiglF-36; 3:11-18. See
ch. 14. sect. D, hereatfter.

2. This section contains an admirable reflection aephius concerning the
general wickedness of men in great authority, &eddanger they are in
of rejecting that regard to justice and humanity Divine Providence
and the fear of God, which they either really hadpretended to have,
while they were in a lower condition. It can nebertoo often perused
by kings and great men, nor by those who expegbtain such elevated
dignities among mankind. See the like reflectiorisoar Josephus,
Antig. B. VII. ch. 1. sect. 5, at the end; and BlIMch. 10. sect. 2, at the
beginning. They are to the like purport with onartwh of Agur's prayer:
"One thing have | required of thee, deny it me lo&ibre | die: Give me
not riches, lest | be full, and deny thee, and &0 is the Lord ?"
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Proverbs 30:7-9.
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Chapter 13

David Did Not Kill Saul

1. About this time it was that David heard how Biglistines had made
an inroad into the country of Keilah, and robbedd he offered himself to
fight against them, if God, when he should be ctieduby the prophet,
would grant him the victory. And when the prophaidsthat God gave a
signal of victory, he made a sudden onset uponPhiistines with his
companions, and he shed a great deal of their blaod carried off their
prey, and staid with the inhabitants of Keilah tiley had securely gathered
in their corn and their fruits. However, it wasdadbaul the king that David
was with the men of Keilah; for what had been dand the great success
that had attended him, were not confined among@é&uple where the things
were done, but the fame of it went all abroad, eache to the hearing of
others, and both the fact as it stood, and theocawththe fact, were carried to
the king's ears. Then was Saul glad when he heavitibvas in Keilah; and
he said, "God hath now put him into my hands, simedath obliged him to
come into a city that hath walls, and gates, and.b&o he commanded all
the people suddenly, and when they had besiegedthérd it to kill David.
But when David perceived this, and learned of @t if he staid there the
men of Keilah would deliver him up to Saul, he tdok four hundred men
and retired into a desert that was over againstyacalled Engedi. So that
when the king heard he was fled away from the nidfedah, he left off his
expedition against him.

2. Then David removed thence, and came to a ceptace called the
New Place, belonging to Ziph; where Jonathan, ¢cimeaf Saul, came to him,
and saluted him, and exhorted him to be of goodag®) and to hope well
as to his condition hereafter, and not to despainisgoresent circumstances,
for that he should be king, and have all the foadfethe Hebrews under him:
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he told him that such happiness uses to come waht dgabor and pains: they
also took oaths, that they would, all their livesd, continue in good-will
and fidelity one to another; and he called God tiness, as to what
execrations he had made upon himself if he shoalisgress his covenant,
and should change to a contrary behavior. So Jandéft him there, having
rendered his cares and fears somewhat lighterretadhed home. Now the
men of Ziph, to gratify Saul, informed him that Déhabode with them, and
[assured him] that if he would come to them, theyuld deliver him up, for
that if the king would seize on the Straits of Ziplavid would not escape to
any other people. So the king commended them, antessed that he had
reason to thank them, because they had given Hommation of his enemy;
and he promised them, that it should not be lomrgher would requite their
kindness. He also sent men to seek for David, argkarch the wilderness
wherein he was; and he promised that he himselfldvdollow them.
Accordingly they went before the king, to hunt @ord to catch David, and
used endeavors, not only to show their good-wilssul, by informing him
where his enemy was, but to evidence the same plair@y by delivering
him up into his power. But these men failed of tht®eir unjust and wicked
desires, who, while they underwent no hazard bydmtovering such an
ambition of revealing this to Saul, yet did thelsédy accuse and promise to
deliver up a man beloved of God, and one that wdisstly sought after to
be put to death, and one that might otherwise Maweconcealed, and this
out of flattery, and expectation of gain from thadk for when David was
apprized of the malignant intentions of the meZiph, and the approach of
Saul, he left the Straits of that country, and fledhe great rock that was in
the wilderness of Maon.

3. Hereupon Saul made haste to pursue him thitloer;as he was
marching, he learned that David was gone away trettraits of Ziph, and
Saul removed to the other side of the rock. Butrépert that the Philistines
had again made an incursion into the country ofHlebrews, called Saul
another way from the pursuit of David, when he weedy to be caught; for
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he returned back again to oppose those Philistinles, were naturally their
enemies, as judging it more necessary to avengseffimf them, than to
take a great deal of pains to catch an enemy abdwis and to overlook the
ravage that was made in the land.

4. And by this means David unexpectedly escapedbtite danger he
was in, and came to the Straits of Engedi; and whaual had driven the
Philistines out of the land, there came some mgsssenwho told him that
David abode within the bounds of Engedi: so he tibwke thousand chosen
men that were armed, and made haste to him; and iMaevas not far from
those places, he saw a deep and hollow cave bydiieside; it was open to
a great length and breadth, and there it was taatdDwith his four hundred
men were concealed. When therefore he had occasi@ase nature, he
entered into it by himself alone; and being seen dme of David's
companions, and he that saw him saying to him, leahad now, by God's
providence, an opportunity of avenging himself af ladversary; and
advising him to cut off his head, and so delivan$elf out of that tedious,
wandering condition, and the distress he was inmpke up, and only cut off
the skirt of that garment which Saul had on: busben repented of what he
had done; and said it was not right to kill himttixaas his master, and one
whom God had thought worthy of the kingdom; "foattlalthough he were
wickedly disposed towards us, yet does it not behaue to be so disposed
towards him." But when Saul had left the cave, Dasame near and cried
out aloud, and desired Saul to hear him; whereuperking turned his face
back, and David, according to custom, fell downhanface before the king,
and bowed to him; and said, "O king, thou oughtestto hearken to wicked
men, nor to such as forge calumnies, nor to grétém so far as to believe
what they say, nor to entertain suspicions of @ghre your best friends, but
to judge of the dispositions of all men by theiti@ts; for calumny deludes
men, but men's own actions are a clear demonsitratiotheir kindness.
Words indeed, in their own nature, may be eithee tor false, but men's
actions expose their intentions nakedly to our vi@y these, therefore it
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will be well for thee to believe me, as to my reb&r thee and to thy house,
and not to believe those that frame such accusatgainst me as never
came into my mind, nor are possible to be execwad, do this further by
pursuing after my life, and have no concern eitey or night, but how to
compass my life and to murder me, which thing hkhihou dost unjustly
prosecute; for how comes it about, that thou haxiraced this false opinion
about me, as if | had a desire to kill thee? Or ltawst thou escape the crime
of impiety towards God, when thou wishest thou detkill, and deemest
thine adversary, a man who had it in his power dlaig to avenge himself,
and to punish thee, but would not do it? nor madeaf such an opportunity,
which, if it had fallen out to thee against me,uhtadst not let it slip, for
when | cut off the skirt of thy garment, | couldveadone the same to thy
head." So he showed him the piece of his garmer,tlhereby made him
agree to what he said to be true; and added, I'lcéatain, have abstained
from taking a just revenge upon thee, yet art thouashamed to prosecute
me with unjust hatred. (1) May God do justice, aetermine about each of
our dispositions." - But Saul was amazed at thangg delivery he had
received; and being greatly affected with the matien and the disposition
of the young man, he groaned; and when David hae toe same, the king
answered that he had the justest occasion to gfé@nthou hast been the
author of good to me, as | have been the authoalaimity to thee; and thou
hast demonstrated this day, that thou possessestighteousness of the
ancients, who determined that men ought to save ¢éhemies, though they
caught them in a desert place. | am now persudu#dGod reserves the
kingdom for thee, and that thou wilt obtain the daon over all the
Hebrews. Give me then assurances upon oath, Towatilt not root out my
family, nor, out of remembrance of what evil | hal@ne thee, destroy my
posterity, but save and preserve my house." Sodswiare as he desired,
and sent back Saul to his own kingdom; but he, thode that were with
him, went up the Straits of Mastheroth.

5. About this time Samuel the prophet died. He wasan whom the
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Hebrews honored in an extraordinary degree: far ldraentation which the

people made for him, and this during a long timanitested his virtue, and
the affection which the people bore for him; aoalsd the solemnity and

concern that appeared about his funeral, and gheutomplete observation
of all his funeral rites. They buried him in his owity of Ramah; and wept
for him a very great number of days, not lookingibas a sorrow for the

death of another man, but as that in which theyevesrery one themselves
concerned. He was a righteous man, and gentlesimdtiure; and on that
account he was very dear to God. Now he governddpagsided over the

people alone, after the death of Eli the high prie#elve years, and eighteen
years together with Saul the king. And thus we hawviehed the history of

Samuel.

6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of the aitivlaon, who was
rich, and had a vast number of cattle; for he fdtbek of three thousand
sheep, and another flock of a thousand goats. Nawidbhad charged his
associates to keep these flocks without hurt antbbont damage, and to do
them no mischief, neither out of covetousness, berause they were in
want, nor because they were in the wilderness,sandould not easily be
discovered, but to esteem freedom from injusticevaball other motives,
and to look upon the touching of what belongedrtotiaer man as a horrible
crime, and contrary to the will of God. These wtre instructions he gave,
thinking that the favors he granted this man weastgd to a good man, and
one that deserved to have such care taken offaissafThis man was Nabal,
for that was his name, - a harsh man, and of a wasled life, being like a
cynic in the course of his behavior, but still haldtained for his wife a
woman of a good character, wise and handsome. isoNihbal, therefore,
David sent ten men of his attendants at the timenwie sheared his sheep,
and by them saluted him; and also wished he mightkdat he now did for
many years to come, but desired him to make himeagmt of what he was
able to give him, since he had, to be sure, leafirmed his shepherds that we
had done them no injury, but had been their guasdalong time together,
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while we continued in the wilderness; and he assien he should never
repent of giving any thing to David. When the megses had carried this
message to Nabal, he accosted them after an inhanthrough manner; for
he asked them who David was? and when he hearthé¢hatas the son of
Jesse, he said, "Now is the time that fugitivesngnesolent, and make a
figure, and leave their masters." When they toldi®dhis, he was wroth,
and commanded four hundred armed men to follow hamd left two
hundred to take care of the stuff, (for he hadaalyesix hundred, (2)) and
went against Nabal: he also swore that he wouldnigdt utterly destroy the
whole house and possessions of Nabal; for thatdsegsieved, not only that
he had proved ungrateful to them, without makiny aaturn for the
humanity they had shown him, but that he had atgsoached them, and
used ill language to them, when he had receivedause of disgust from
them.

7. Hereupon one of those that kept the flocks obdllasaid to his
mistress, Nabal's wife, that when David sent torh&band he had received
no civil answer at all from him; but that her husdehad moreover added
very reproachful language, while yet David had tak&traordinary care to
keep his flocks from harm, and that what had passedid prove very
pernicious to his master. When the servant hadteadAbigail, for that was
his wife's name, saddled her asses, and loadedwiit@nall sorts of presents;
and, without telling her husband any thing of wehé was about, (for he
was not sensible on account of his drunkenness,jveimt to David. She was
then met by David as she was descending a hill, was coming against
Nabal with four hundred men. When the woman sawid)ashe leaped
down from her ass, and fell on her face, and botveun to the ground; and
entreated him not to bear in mind the words of Matiace he knew that he
resembled his name. Now Nabal, in the Hebrew tongigmifies folly. So
she made her apology, that she did not see theemgss whom he sent.
"Forgive me, therefore," said she, "and thank Gado hath hindered thee
from shedding human blood; for so long as thou ksefhyself innocent, he
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will avenge thee of wicked men, (3) for what missrawait Nabal, they will
fall upon the heads of thine enemies. Be thou gtecto me, and think me
so far worthy as to accept of these presents framand, out of regard to
me, remit that wrath and that anger which thou hgsinst my husband and
his house, for mildness and humanity become thsmeagally as thou art to
be our king." Accordingly, David accepted her predseand said, "Nay, but,
O woman, it was no other than God's mercy whiclugphd thee to us today,
for, otherwise, thou hadst never seen another ldagyving sworn to destroy
Nabal's house this very night, and to leave alie# one of you who
belonged to a man that was wicked and ungratefulm® and my
companions; but now hast thou prevented me, arsbreahly mollified my
anger, as being thyself under the care of God'gigiwace: but as for Nabal,
although for thy sake he now escape punishmenwiheot always avoid
justice; for his evil conduct, on some other oamaswill be his ruin." (4)

8. When David had said this, he dismissed the worBah when she
came home and found her husband feasting with at grempany, and
oppressed with wine, she said nothing to him theyuawhat had happened;
but on the next day, when he was sober, she tatdaliithe particulars, and
made his whole body to appear like that of a dead by her words, and by
that grief which arose from them; so Nabal survitex days, and no more,
and then died. And when David heard of his deaths&id that God had
justly avenged him of this man, for that Nabal hdieéd by his own
wickedness, and had suffered punishment on hisuatcwhile he had kept
his own hands clean. At which time he understocat the wicked are
prosecuted by God; that he does not overlook any, imat bestows on the
good what is suitable to them, and inflicts a deserpunishment on the
wicked. So he sent to Nabal's wife, and invited toecome to him, to live
with him, and to be his wife. Whereupon she rept®those that came, that
she was not worthy to touch his feet; however, same, with all her
servants, and became his wife, having receivedhiabr on account of her
wise and righteous course of life. She also obththe same honor partly on
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account of her beauty. Now David had a wife befardeom he married from
the city Abesar; for as to Michal, the daughtekinlg Saul, who had been
David's wife, her father had given her in marrigg@halti, the son of Laish,
who was of the city of Gallim.

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, andt8laul that David was
come again into their country, and if he would edféthem his assistance,
they could catch him. So he came to them with thineeisand armed men;
and upon the approach of night, he pitched his caingpcertain place called
Hachilah. But when David heard that Saul was conaigginst him, he sent
spies, and bid them let him know to what place h&f tountry Saul was
already come; and when they told him that he wasaatilah, he concealed
his going away from his companions, and came td'sSeamp, having taken
with him Abishai, his sister Zeruiah's son, and rAdiech the Hittite. Now
Saul was asleep, and the armed men, with Abnard¢beamander, lay round
about him in a circle. Hereupon David entered th®king's tent; but he did
neither kill Saul, though he knew where he lay tihg spear that was stuck
down by him, nor did he give leave to Abishai, whould have killed him,
and was earnestly bent upon it so to do; for he gsavas a horrid crime to
kill one that was ordained king by God, althoughwees a wicked man; for
that he who gave him the dominion would in timdiatfpunishment upon
him. So he restrained his eagerness; but thatghn@ppear to have been in
his power to have killed him when he refrained frdmmhe took his speatr,
and the cruse of water which stood by Saul as hasteep, without being
perceived by any in the camp, who were all aslaad,went securely away,
having performed every thing among the king's akems that the
opportunity afforded, and his boldness encouragedtb do. So when he
had passed over a brook, and was gotten up taothefta hill, whence he
might be sufficiently heard, he cried aloud to Saabldiers, and to Abner
their commander, and awaked them out of their slaeg called both to him
and to the people. Hereupon the commander heard dnoh asked who it
was that called him. To whom David replied, "It,ishe son of Jesse, whom
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you make a vagabond. But what is the matter? Dast, tthat art a man of so
great dignity, and of the first rank in the kingsurt, take so little care of thy
master's body? and is sleep of more consequencéhde than his
preservation, and thy care of him? This negligemicgours deserves death,
and punishment to be inflicted on you, who nevec@ged when, a little
while ago, some of us entered into your camp, @ayfar as to the king
himself, and to all the rest of you. If thou loak fthe king's spear and his
cruse of water, thou wilt learn what a mighty misioe was ready to
overtake you in your very camp without your knowih$j Now when Saul
knew David's voice, and understood that when hehimadn his power while
he was asleep, and his guards took no care ofynhdid not he kill him, but
spared him, when he might justly have cut him loff,said that he owed him
thanks for his preservation; and exhorted him t@tbgood courage, and not
be afraid of suffering any mischief from him any m@oand to return to his
own home, for he was now persuaded that he didbrethimself so well as
he was loved by him: that he had driven away hiat dould guard him, and
had given many demonstrations of his good-will tm:hthat he had forced
him to live so long in a state of banishment, amdjieat fears of his life,
destitute of his friends and his kindred, whildl & was often saved by him,
and frequently received his life again when it veasdently in danger of
perishing. So David bade them send for the speathancruse of water, and
take them back; adding this withal, That God wohélthe judge of both
their dispositions, and of the actions that floviexn the same, "who knows
that then it was this day in my power to have Hillkee | abstained from it."

10. Thus Saul having escaped the hands of Davketvie went his way
to his royal palace, and his own city: but Davidsvadraid, that if he staid
there he should be caught by Saul; so he thoudisdtier to go up into the
land of the Philistines, and abide there. Accorlyinge came with the six
hundred men that were with him to Achish, the kifid@sath, which was one
of their five cities. Now the king received bothmhand his men, and gave
them a place to inhabit in. He had with him als®thhio wives, Ahinoam and
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Abigail, and he dwelt in Gath. But when Saul hetlnid, he took no further
care about sending to him, or going after him, beeahe had been twice, in
a manner, caught by him, while he was himself evoléag to catch him.
However, David had no mind to continue in the afyGath, but desired the
king, that since he had received him with such mitpathat he would grant
him another favor, and bestow upon him some plddbai country for his
habitation, for he was ashamed, by living in thiy,cio be grievous and
burdensome to him. So Achish gave him a certailagel called Ziklag;
which place David and his sons were fond of whenwas king, and
reckoned it to be their peculiar inheritance. Boaba those matters we shall
give the reader further information elsewhere. Nbe/time that David dwelt
in Ziklag, in the land of the Philistines, was famonths and twenty days.
And now he privately attacked those Geshurites Aam@lekites that were
neighbors to the Philistines, and laid waste tbeuntry, and took much prey
of their beasts and camels, and then returned hootepPavid abstained
from the men, as fearing they should discover lurking Achish; yet did he
send part of the prey to him as a free gift. Ancewihe king inquired whom
they had attacked when they brought away the pregaid, those that lay to
the south of the Jews, and inhabited in the plaihereby he persuaded
Achish to approve of what he had done, for he hapatDavid had fought
against his own nation, and that now he should avefor his servant all
his life long, and that he would stay in his coyntr

Footnotes:

1. The phrase in David's speech to Saul, as set dowosephus, that he
had abstained from just revenge, puts me in mintheflike words in
the Apostolical Constitutions, B. VII. ch. 2., "Ttheevenge is not evil,
but that patience is more honorable."

2. The number of men that came first to David, ardirtifly in Josephus,
and in our common copies, but four hundred. Whemwhs at Keilah
still but four hundred, both in Josephus and in EXeXX.; but six
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hundred in our Hebrew copies, 1 Samuel 23:3; se& 30. Now the six
hundred there mentioned are here estimated by Josep have been so
many, only by an augmentation of two hundred aféedy which |
suppose is the true solution of this seeming desagent.

.In this and the two next sections, we may percemw Josephus, nay,
how Abigail herself, would understand, the "notrayi@g ourselves, but
heaping coals of fire on the head of the injuribu®roverbs 25:22;
Romans 12:20, not as we do now, of them into bueaving them to
the judgment of God, "to whom vengeance belongdietiteronomy
32:35; Psalms 94:1; Hebrews 10:30, and who wik taedngeance on the
wicked. And since all God's judgments are just, afldfit to be
executed, and all at length for the good of thes@as punished, | incline
to think that to be the meaning of this phraseh&fdping coals of fire on
their heads."

. We may note here, that how sacred soever an oalestaemed among
the people of God in old times, they did not thih&bligatory where the
action was plainly unlawful. For so we see it waghis case of David,
who, although he had sworn to destroy Nabal andainmly, yet does he
here, and 1 Samuel 25:32-41, bless God for prawgiis keeping his
oath, and shedding of blood, which he had swod®oto
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Chapter 14

Saul Died With His Sons

1. About the same time the Philistines resolveth&dxe war against the
Israelites, and sent to all their confederates they would go along with
them to the war to Reggan, [near the city Shunemménce they might
gather themselves together, and suddenly attackHet®mews. Then did
Achish, the king of Gath, desire David to assiginthwith his armed men
against the Hebrews. This he readily promised; said that the time was
now come wherein he might requite him for his kies and hospitality. So
the king promised to make him the keeper of hisybadter the victory,
supposing that the battle with the enemy succe¢detieir mind; which
promise of honor and confidence he made on punmoserease his zeal for
his service.

2. Now Saul, the king of the Hebrews, had castafuhe country the
fortune-tellers, and the necromancers, and all siscbxercised the like arts,
excepting the prophets. But when he heard thaPthkstines were already
come, and had pitched their camp near the city &musituate in the plain,
he made haste to oppose them with his forces; dmhwe was come to a
certain mountain called Gilboa, he pitched his cawgr-against the enemy;
but when he saw the enemy's army he was greatlypled, because it
appeared to him to be numerous, and superior tovians and he inquired of
God by the prophets concerning the battle, thainight know beforehand
what would be the event of it. And when God did answer him, Saul was
under a still greater dread, and his courage felleseeing, as was but
reasonable to suppose, that mischief would beifatl, mow God was not
there to assist him; yet did he bid his servantg¢uire out for him some
woman that was a necromancer and called up the sduhe dead, that So
he might know whether his affairs would succeedisomind; for this sort of
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necromantic women that bring up the souls of treddeo by them foretell
future events to such as desire them. And one &aivants told him that
there was such a woman in the city Endor, but wamwvk to nobody in the
camp; hereupon Saul put off his royal apparel, tuk two of those his
servants with him, whom he knew to be most faithifuhim, and came to
Endor to the woman, and entreated her to act theopa fortune-teller, and
to bring up such a soul to him as he should nambeto But when the
woman opposed his motion, and said she did notisees$pe king, who had
banished this sort of fortune-tellers, and thatdiee not do well himself,
when she had done him no harm, to endeavor to Eyaee for her, and to
discover that she exercised a forbidden art, irelotd procure her to be
punished, he sware that nobody should know whatligheand that he would
not tell any one else what she foretold, but tinat should incur no danger.
As soon as he had induced her by this oath torfedrarm, he bid her bring
up to him the soul of Samuel. She, not knowing \Blamuel was, called him
out of Hades. When he appeared, and the woman swevtlmat was
venerable, and of a divine form, she was in diggraled being astonished at
the sight, she said, "Art not thou king Saul?" &muel had informed her
who he was. When he had owned that to be truehaddasked her whence
her disorder arose, she said that she saw a cedgeason ascend, who in his
form was like to a god. And when he bid her tefhlwhat he resembled, in
what habit he appeared, and of what age he wagpkhlim he was an old
man already, and of a glorious personage, and hadsacerdotal mantle. So
the king discovered by these signs that he was 8karand he fell down
upon the ground, and saluted and worshipped hind when the soul of
Samuel asked him why he had disturbed him, andechhsn to be brought
up, he lamented the necessity he was under; fagaite that his enemies
pressed heavily upon him; that he was in distredsatwo do in his present
circumstances; that he was forsaken of God, anttlazatain no prediction
of what was coming, neither by prophets nor by ah&®aand that "these were
the reasons why | have recourse to time, who ali@yls great care of me."
But (1) Samuel, seeing that the end of Saul'sviiés come, said, "It is in
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vain for thee to desire to learn of me any thintufe, when God hath
forsaken thee: however, hear what | say, that Davitb be king, and to
finish this war with good success; and thou atbse thy dominion and thy
life, because thou didst not obey God in the wahwhe Amalekites, and
hast not kept his commandments, as | foretold Wiake | was alive. Know,
therefore, that the people shall be made subjethdéor enemies, and that
thou, with thy sons, shall fall in the battle tommw, and thou shalt then be
with me [in Hades]."

3. When Saul heard this, he could not speak faf,gand fell down on
the floor, whether it were from the sorrow thatseapon what Samuel had
said, or from his emptiness, for he had taken ral fihe foregoing day nor
night, he easily fell quite down: and when withfidiilty he had recovered
himself, the woman would force him to eat, beggimg of him as a favor on
account of her concern in that dangerous instahé&toine-telling, which it
was not lawful for her to have done, because ofeéhe she was under of the
king, while she knew not who he was, yet did shdewutake it, and go
through with it; on which account she entreated taradmit that a table and
food might be set before him, that he might recdvsrstrength, and so get
safe to his own camp. And when he opposed her motmd entirely
rejected it, by reason of his anxiety, she forced, land at last persuaded
him to it. Now she had one calf that she was vendfof, and one that she
took a great deal of care of, and fed it herself;she was a woman that got
her living by the labor of her own hands, and hadother possession but
that one calf; this she killed, and made readylésh, and set it before his
servants and himself. So Saul came to the campgwhias yet night.

4. Now it is but just to recommend the generositythis woman, (2)
because when the king had forbidden her to use dhiatwhence her
circumstances were bettered and improved, and whermad never seen the
king before, she still did not remember to his dismtage that he had
condemned her sort of learning, and did not refuseas a stranger, and one
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that she had had no acquaintance with; but shecaagbassion upon him,
and comforted him, and exhorted him to do what las greatly averse to,
and offered him the only creature she had, as a paonan, and that
earnestly, and with great humanity, while she hadequital made her for
her kindness, nor hunted after any future favomfioim, for she knew he
was to die; whereas men are naturally either aoustito please those that
bestow benefits upon them, or are very ready teeseérose from whom they
may receive some advantage. It would be well tloeeeto imitate the
example and to do kindnesses to all such as aveamt and to think that
nothing is better, nor more becoming mankind, tleuth a general
beneficence, nor what will sooner render God fabviargand ready to bestow
good things upon us. And so far may suffice to hgseken concerning this
woman. But | shall speak further upon another supjehich will afford me
all opportunity of discoursing on what is for thdvantage of cities, and
people, and nations, and suited to the taste odl goen, and will encourage
them all in the prosecution of virtue; and is cdpalf showing them the of
acquiring glory, and an everlasting fame; and gbnmting in the kings of
nations, and the rulers of cities, great inclinatamnd diligence of doing well;
as also of encouraging them to undergo dangers, tandie for their
countries, and of instructing them how to despiletree most terrible
adversities: and | have a fair occasion offeredarenter on such a discourse
by Saul the king of the Hebrews; for although hewnwhat was coming
upon him, and that he was to die immediately, by pmediction of the
prophet, he did not resolve to fly from death, sorfar to indulge the love of
life as to betray his own people to the enemy,oobring a disgrace on his
royal dignity; but exposing himself, as well astaid family and children, to
dangers, he thought it a brave thing to fall togetWith them, as he was
fighting for his subjects, and that it was bettés Bons should die thus,
showing their courage, than to leave them to theicertain conduct
afterward, while, instead of succession and pdgterthey gained
commendation and a lasting name. Such a one ak®mmssto me to be a
just, a courageous, and a prudent man; and whepraaas arrived at these
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dispositions, or shall hereafter arrive at themijsnihe man that ought to be
by all honored with the testimony of a virtuouscourageous man: for as to
those that go out to war with hopes of successtlatdhey shall return safe,
supposing they should have performed some gloactien, | think those do

not do well who call these valiant men, as so mhisyorians and other
writers who treat of them are wont to do, altholigionfess those do justly
deserve some commendation also; but those onlybaastyled courageous
and bold in great undertakings, and despisers wéradies, who imitate

Saul: for as for those that do not know what then¢\of war will be as to

themselves, and though they do not faint in it, deliver themselves up to
uncertain futurity, and are tossed this way and ey, this is not so very

eminent an instance of a generous mind, althougi Happen to perform

many great exploits; but when men's minds expeajoud event, but they
know beforehand they must die, and that they mandergo that death in the
battle also, after this neither to be aftrightedr to be astonished at the
terrible fate that is coming, but to go directlyompit, when they know it

beforehand, this it is that | esteem the charamter man truly courageous.
Accordingly this Saul did, and thereby demonstrated all men who desire
fame after they are dead are so to act as they abtain the same: this
especially concerns kings, who ought not to thinknough in their high

stations that they are not wicked in the governnaédriheir subjects, but to

be no more than moderately good to them. | cowdnsare than this about
Saul and his courage, the subject affording mati€ficient; but that | may

not appear to run out improperly in his commendatlareturn again to that

history from which | made this digression.

5. Now when the Philistines, as | said before, pached their camp,
and had taken an account of their forces, accortbntheir nations, and
kingdoms, and governments, king Achish came laatlafith his own army;
after whom came David with his six hundred armed.m&nd when the
commanders of the Philistines saw him, they askedking whence these
Hebrews came, and at whose invitation. He answibigdt was David, who
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was fled away from his master Saul, and that heeméertained him when he
came to him, and that now he was willing to maka khis requital for his
favors, and to avenge himself upon Saul, and sabeasme his confederate.
The commanders complained of this, that he hachtake for a confederate
who was an enemy; and gave him counsel to sencaivay, lest he should
unawares do his friends a great deal of mischieérgrtaining him, for that
he afforded him an opportunity of being reconcilecis master by doing a
mischief to our army. They thereupon desired hiat,ad a prudent foresight
of this, to send him away, with his six hundred ednmen, to the place he
had given him for his habitation; for that this widmt David whom the
virgins celebrated in their hymns, as having destlomany ten thousands of
the Philistines. When the king of Gath heard thésthought they spake well;
so he called David, and said to him, "As for mysklfan bear witness that
thou hast shown great diligence and kindness atmeutand on that account
it was that | took thee for my confederate; howewdrat | have done does
not please the commanders of the Philistines; gretbre within a day's time
to the place | have given thee, without suspeciing harm, and there keep
my country, lest any of our enemies should makeeamrsion upon it, which
will be one part of that assistance which | exgemt thee." So David came
to Ziklag, as the king of Gath bade him; but it baped, that while he was
gone to the assistance of the Philistines, the Akm@s had made an
incursion, and taken Ziklag before, and had butnamd when they had
taken a great deal of other prey out of that plaod, out of the other parts of
the Philistines' country, they departed.

6. Now when David found that Ziklag was laid wastad that it was all
spoiled, and that as well his own wives, who we&ve,tas the wives of his
companions, with their children, were made captives presently rent his
clothes, weeping and lamenting, together with hentls; and indeed he was
so cast down with these misfortunes, that at lengéns themselves failed
him. He was also in danger of being stoned to degthis companions, who
were greatly afflicted at the captivity of theirwes and children, for they
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laid the blame upon him of what had happened. Ehenwhe had recovered
himself out of his grief, and had raised up his ania God, he desired the
high priest Abiathar to put on his sacerdotal gartsieand to inquire of God,
and to prophesy to him, whether God would grardf thhe pursued after
the Amalekites, he should overtake them, and she& twives and their
children, and avenge himself on the enemies. Anenathe high priest bade
him to pursue after them, he marched apace, waliooir hundred men, after
the enemy; and when he was come to a certain lraldd Besor, and had
lighted upon one that was wandering about, an Eagygdiy birth, who was
almost dead with want and famine, (for he had ool wandering about
without food in the wilderness three days,) hetfid all gave him
sustenance, both meat and drink, and thereby hefdesim. He then asked
him to whom he belonged, and whence he came. Wpenethe man told
him he was an Egyptian by birth, and was left béHhog his master, because
he was so sick and weak that he could not follow. tHe also informed him
that he was one of those who had burnt and pluddaeg only other parts of
Judea, but Ziklag itself also. So David made useimfas a guide to find oat
the Amalekites; and when he had overtaken therhegslay scattered about
on the ground, some at dinner, some disordered,eaticely drunk with
wine, and in the fruition of their spoils and thpney, he fell upon them on
the sudden, and made a great slaughter among foeniney were naked,
and expected no such thing, but had betaken theesséb drinking and
feasting; and so they were all easily destroyedvNome of them that were
overtaken as they lay at the table were slain @ gosture, and their blood
brought up with it their meat and their drink. Thelgw others of them as
they were drinking to one another in their cupsl smme of them when their
full bellies had made them fall asleep; and fonsamy as had time to put on
their armor, they slew them with the sword, withlass case than they did
those that were naked; and for the partisans ofd)#wey continued also the
slaughter from the first hour of the day to thereng, so that there were, not
above four hundred of the Amalekites left; and tbaly escaped by getting
upon their dromedaries and camels. Accordingly Baeicovered not only
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all the other spoils which the enemy had carrie@gygvibut his wives also,
and the wives of his companions. But when they wemme to the place
where they had left the two hundred men, which wese able to follow
them, but were left to take care of the stuff, ther hundred men did not
think fit to divide among them any other parts dfawthey had gotten, or of
the prey, since they did not accompany them, betepded to be feeble, and
did not follow them in pursuit of the enemy, butidsahey should be
contented to have safely recovered their wivesdiegDavid pronounce that
this opinion of theirs was evil and unjust, andttivaen God had granted
them such a favor, that they had avenged themselvdbeir enemies, and
had recovered all that belonged to themselves, sheyild make an equal
distribution of what they had gotten to all, be@atl®e rest had tarried behind
to guard their stuff;, and from that time this laWwtamned among them, that
those who guarded the stuff, should receive anleshae with those that
fought in the battle. Now when David was come tklafi, he sent portions
of the spoils to all that had been familiar wittmhiand to his friends in the
tribe of Judah. And thus ended the affairs of thumgbering of Ziklag, and of
the slaughter of the Amalekites.

7. Now upon the Philistines joining battle, the@ldwed a sharp
engagement, and the Philistine, became the conguesnod slew a great
number of their enemies; but Saul the king of lsraad his sons, fought
courageously, and with the utmost alacrity, as kngwhat their entire glory
lay in nothing else but dying honorably, and expgsthemselves to the
utmost danger from the enemy (for they had notlélsg to hope for); so
they brought upon themselves the whole power ofetieamy, till they were
encompassed round and slain, but not before thdykhi@d many of the
Philistines Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Abthadab, and
Malchisua; and when these were slain the multibfdbe Hebrews were put
to flight, and all was disorder, and confusion, asldughter, upon the
Philistines pressing in upon them. But Saul himé$elfi, having a strong
body of soldiers about him; and upon the Philigisending after them those
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that threw javelins and shot arrows, he lost aldompany except a few. As
for himself, he fought with great bravery; and wilnenhad received so many
wounds, that he was not able to bear up nor to spaomy longer, and yet
was not able to kill himself, he bade his armorrbearaw his sword, and
run him through, before the enemy should take hireaBut his armor-
bearer not daring to kill his master, he drew hinosword, and placing
himself over against its point, he threw himselbnpt; and when he could
neither run it through him, nor, by leaning agaimsimake the sword pass
through him, he turned him round, and asked aiceytaung man that stood
by who he was; and when he understood that he walnaalekite, he
desired him to force the sword through him, becduesevas not able to do it
with his own hands, and thereby to procure him smudeath as he desired.
This the young man did accordingly; and he took db&den bracelet that
was on Saul's arm, and his royal crown that wahisread, and ran away.
And when Saul's armor-bearer saw that he was diairkilled himself; nor
did any of the king's guards escape, but theyedllpon the mountain called
Gilboa. But when those Hebrews that dwelt in thikeyabeyond Jordan, and
those who had their cities in the plain, heard thaul and his sons were
fallen, and that the multitude about them wererdgstd, they left their own
cities, and fled to such as were the best fortifeedl fenced; and the
Philistines, finding those cities deserted, canedmelt in them.

8. On the next day, when the Philistines camertp #teir enemies that
were slain, they got the bodies of Saul and ofsoiss, and stripped them,
and cut off their heads; and they sent messendgjeab@ut their country, to
acquaint them that their enemies were fallen; &eg tdedicated their armor
in the temple of Astarte, but hung their bodiescorsses at the walls of the
city Bethshun, which is now called Scythepolls. Biten the inhabitants of
Jabesh-Gilead heard that they had dismemberedetiat labdies of Saul and
of his sons, they deemed it so horrid a thing terlmok this barbarity, and to
suffer them to be without funeral rites, that thesincourageous and hardy
among them (and indeed that city had in it men Wexe very stout both in
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body and mind) journeyed all night, and came tchBletin, and approached
to the enemy's wall, and taking down the bodieSafl and of his sons, they
carried them to Jabesh, while the enemy were ni® abough nor bold
enough to hinder them, because of their great geur&o the people of
Jabesh wept all in general, and buried their bonidbe best place of their
country, which was named Areurn; and they obseavpdblic mourning for
them seven days, with their wives and childrentibgatheir breasts, and
lamenting the king and his sons, without eithetingsmeat or drink (3) [till
the evening.]

9. To this his end did Saul come, according toptahecy of Samuel,
because he disobeyed the commands of God aboutntiadekites, and on
the account of his destroying the family of Ahingklethe high priest, with
Ahimelech himself, and the city of the high priestew Saul, when he had
reigned eighteen years while Samuel was alive,adi®a his death two [and
twenty], ended his life in this manner.

Footnotes:

1. This history of Saul's consultation, not with ackit as we render the
Hebrew word here, but with a necromancer, as th@evhistory shows,
Is easily understood, especially if we consult tRecognitions of
Clement, B. I. ch. 5. at large, and more brieflyd anearer the days of
Samuel Ecclus. 46:20, "Samuel prophesied aftedéah, and showed
the king his end, and lift up his voice from thetkan prophecy," to blot
out "the wickedness of the people.”" Nor does thactess of the
accomplishment of this prediction, the very nexy,dpermit us to
suppose any imposition upon Saul in the presenbryisfor as to all
modern hypotheses against the natural sense of aockent and
authentic histories, | take them to be of very $malue or
consideration.

2. These great commendations of this necromantic wosh&mdor, and of
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Saul's martial courage, when yet he knew he shaieldh the battle, are
somewhat unusual digressions in Josephus. They seeme extracted
from some speeches or declamations of his compimsatkrly, in the
way of oratory, that lay by him, and which he thbufit to insert upon
this occasion. See before on Antig. B. |. ch. G.s&c

. This way of speaking in Josephus, of fasting "sedays without meat
or drink," is almost like that of St. Paul, Acts:23, "This day is the
fourteenth day that ye have tarried, and contiriasting, having taken
nothing:" and as the nature of the thing, and thossibility of strictly
fasting so long, require us here to understand Bo#dephus and the
sacred author of this history, 1 Samuel 30:13, fweimom he took it, of
only fasting fill the evening; so must we underst&t. Paul, either that
this was really the fourteenth day that they hdaknanothing till the
evening, or else that this was the fourteenth datheir tempestuous
weather in the Adriatic Sea, as ver. 27, and timathes fourteenth day
alone they had continued fasting, and had takehimgptbefore that
evening. The mention of their long abstinence, 4. inclines me to
believe the former explication to he the truth, #mat the case was then
for a fortnight what it was here for a week, thHatyt kept all those days
entirely as lasts till the evening, but not longeee Judges 20:26; 21:2;
1 Samuel 14:24; 2 Samuel 1:12; Antig. B. VII. chsé&ct. 4.
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