BOOK 8

FROM THE DEATH OF DAVID
TO THE DEATH OF AHAB

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
Solomon Had Recelived the Kingdom

1. We have already treated of David, and his vjraral of the benefits
he was the author of to his countrymen; of his was® and battles, which
he managed with success, and then died an old im&me foregoing book.
And when Solomon his son, who was but a youth ia, dd taken the
kingdom, and whom David had declared, while he ala®, the lord of that
people, according to God's will; when he sat uganthrone, the whole body
of the people made joyful acclamations to himsassual at the beginning of
a reign; and wished that all his affairs might coimea blessed conclusion;
and that he might arrive at a great age, and atntb&t happy state of affairs
possible.

2. But Adonijah, who, while his father was livingitempted to gain
possession of the government, came to the kingthend3athsheba, and
saluted her with great civility; and when she asked, whether he came to
her as desiring her assistance in any thing oramut,bade him tell her if that
were the case, for that she would cheerfully affibrodim; he began to say,
that she knew herself that the kingdom was hid) bbot account of his elder
age, and of the disposition of the multitude, dmat et it was transferred to
Solomon her son, according to the will of God. Heoasaid that he was
contented to be a servant under him, and was pleasth the present
settlement; but he desired her to be a means afrobg a favor from his
brother to him, and to persuade him to bestow omihi marriage Abishag,
who had indeed slept by his father, but, becauséalier was too old, he did
not lie with her, and she was still a virgin. Sotlgdeba promised him to
afford him her assistance very earnestly, and togbthis marriage about,
because the king would be willing to gratify himsach a thing, and because
she would press it to him very earnestly. Accortige went away in hopes
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of succeeding in this match. So Solomon's mothert weesently to her son,
to speak to him about what she had promised, umbon#ah's supplication

to her. And when her son came forward to meet dsd, embraced her, and
when he had brought her into the house where k& throne was set, he sat
thereon, and bid them set another throne on the hgnd for his mother.

When Bathsheba was set down, she said, "O my sant gne one request
that | desire of thee, and do not any thing to im&t s disagreeable or
ungrateful, which thou wilt do if thou deniest m&hd when Solomon bid

her to lay her commands upon him, because it weseable to his duty to

grant her every thing she should ask, and compdainat she did not at first
begin her discourse with a firm expectation of obtm what she desired,
but had some suspicion of a denial, she entreatedtt grant that his

brother Adonijah might marry Abishag.

3. But the king was greatly offended at these woatksl sent away his
mother, and said that Adonijah aimed at great #himgd that he wondered
that she did not desire him to yield up the kingdmhim, as to his elder
brother, since she desired that he might marry dgs and that he had
potent friends, Joab the captain of the host, ahtAar the priest. So he
called for Benaiah, the captain of the guards, artttred him to slay his
brother Adonijah. He also called for Abiathar theegt, and said to him, "I
will not put thee to death because of those otlaedships which thou hast
endured with my father, and because of the ark wthou hast borne along
with him; but | inflict this following punishmentpon thee, because thou
wast among Adonijah's followers, and wast of histypaDo not thou
continue here, nor come any more into my sight,dauto thine own town,
and live on thy own fields, and there abide all lifg; for thou hast offended
so greatly, that it is not just that thou shoulds$ain thy dignity any longer."
For the forementioned cause, therefore, it wasttietouse of Ithamar was
deprived of the sacerdotal dignity, as God hadtéddeto Eli, the grandfather
of Abiathar. So it was transferred to the familyRifineas, to Zadok. Now
those that were of the family of Phineas, but liypecately during the time
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that the high priesthood was transferred to thes@af Ithamar, (of which

family Eli was the first that received it,)were sieethat follow: Bukki, the

son of Abishua the high priest; his son was Joath#matham's son was
Meraioth; Meraioth's son was Arophseus; Arophessts was Ahitub; and
Ahitub's son was Zadok, who was first made higlegirin the reign of

David.

4. Now when Joab the captain of the host hearchefdlaughter of
Adonijah, he was greatly afraid, for he was a gre&tend to him than to
Solomon; and suspecting, not without reason, tleatwvas in danger, on
account of his favor to Adonijah, he fled to theagland supposed he might
procure safety thereby to himself, because of thg'« piety towards God.
But when some told the king what Joab's supposa] iva sent Benaiah, and
commanded him to raise him up from the altar, andgbhim to the
judgment-seat, in order to make his defense. Howelgab said he would
not leave the altar, but would die there rathentira another place. And
when Benaiah had reported his answer to the kiogpn$n commanded
him to cut off his head there (1) and let him tékat as a punishment for
those two captains of the host whom he had wicksldyn, and to bury his
body, that his sins might never leave his familytf that himself and his
father, by Joab's death, might be guiltless. AnémwBenaiah had done what
he was commanded to do, he was himself appointdae toaptain of the
whole army. The king also made Zadok to be alorehtigh priest, in the
room of Abiathar, whom he had removed.

5. But as to Shimei, Solomon commanded that heldhowild him a
house, and stay at Jerusalem, and attend uponadma,should not have
authority to go over the brook Cedron; and thathd disobeyed that
command, death should be his punishment. He alssatdned him so
terribly, that he compelled him to take all oathattthe would obey.
Accordingly Shimei said that he had reason to tHaoalomon for giving him
such an injunction; and added an oath, that hedvdolas he bade him; and
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leaving his own country, he made his abode in ddgus But three years
afterwards, when he heard that two of his servaet® run away from him,

and were in Gath, he went for his servants in hastd when he was come
back with them, the king perceived it, and was mdispleased that he had
contemned his commands, and, what was more, haggaod to the oaths he
had sworn to God; so he called him, and said tq Hidrdst not thou swear

never to leave me, nor to go out of this city toother? Thou shalt not
therefore escape punishment for thy perjury, bwtill punish thee, thou

wicked wretch, both for this crime, and for thoseenewith thou didst abuse
my father when he was in his flight, that thou ntdgrsow that wicked men

gain nothing at last, although they be not punisinetediately upon their

unjust practices; but that in all the time wherérey think themselves
secure, because they have yet suffered nothing, gbheishment increases,
and is heavier upon them, and that to a greateieddtyan if they had been
punished immediately upon the commission of themes." So Benaiah, on
the king's command, slew Shimei.

Footnote:

1. This execution upon Joab, as a murderer, by sldyimy even when he
had taken sanctuary at God's altar, is perfectieeaple to the law of
Moses, which enjoins, that "if a man come presumydly upon his
neighbor to slay him with guile, thou shalt takenHrom mine altar that
he die," Exodus 21:14.



Chapter 2
The Wisdom and Riches of Solomon

1. Solomon having already settled himself firmlyhis kingdom, and
having brought his enemies to punishment, he nwartiee daughter of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and built the walls of Jatesn much larger and
stronger than those that had been before, (1) lmamttéforward he managed
public affairs very peaceably. Nor was his youtly dnnderance in the
exercise of justice, or in the observation of thed, or in the remembrance
of what charges his father had given him at histidelaut he discharged
every duty with great accuracy, that might havenbeepected from such as
are aged, and of the greatest prudence. He noweelstm go to Hebron, and
sacrifice to God upon the brazen altar that walt byiMoses. Accordingly
he offered there burnt-offerings, in number a tlamas and when he had
done this, he thought he had paid great honor th; @v as he was asleep
that very night God appeared to him, and commaridedto ask of him
some gifts which he was ready to give him as a réwar his piety. So
Solomon asked of God what was most excellent, &rnldeogreatest worth in
itself, what God would bestow with the greatesy, jand what it was most
profitable for man to receive; for he did not desio have bestowed upon
him either gold or silver, or any other riches,aaman and a youth might
naturally have done, for these are the things dleaerally are esteemed by
most men, as alone of the greatest worth, andebedifts of God; but, said
he, "Give me, O Lord, a sound mind, and a good rstaeding, whereby |
may speak and judge the people according to trudhrigghteousness." With
these petitions God was well pleased; and promisegive him all those
things that he had not mentioned in his optiorhes; glory, victory over his
enemies; and, in the first place, understandingveisdom, and this in such a
degree as no other mortal man, neither kings ndinary persons, ever had.
He also promised to preserve the kingdom to higepibg for a very long

5



time, if he continued righteous and obedient to,ldnd imitated his father in
those things wherein he excelled. When Solomondh#as from God, he
presently leaped out of his bed; and when he hacshwmped him, he
returned to Jerusalem; and after he had offeredt gra&crifices before the
tabernacle, he feasted all his own family.

2. In these days a hard cause came before hindgmjant, which it was
very difficult to find any end of; and | think itecessary to explain the fact
about which the contest was, that such as lighbupg writings may know
what a difficult cause Solomon was to determined d@hose that are
concerned in such matters may take this sagacitheoking for a pattern,
that they may the more easily give sentence abwoch guestions. There
were two women, who were harlots in the courséneirtlives, that came to
him; of whom she that seemed to be injured begaspéak first, and said,
"O king, | and this other woman dwell together meaoom. Now it came to
pass that we both bore a son at the same houedfame day; and on the
third day this woman overlaid her son, and killedand then took my son
out of my bosom, and removed him to herself, antlvaas asleep she laid
her dead son in my arms. Now, when in the morniag$ desirous to give
the breast to the child, I did not find my own, [satw the woman's dead
child lying by me; for | considered it exactly, afaind it so to be. Hence it
was that | demanded my son, and when | could nedimdim, | have
recourse, my lord, to thy assistance; for sincemges alone, and there was
nobody there that could convict her, she caresiddhing, but perseveres in
the stout denial of the fact."” When this woman kald this her story, the
king asked the other woman what she had to sayommtradiction to that
story. But when she denied that she had done whatcolharged upon her,
and said that it was her child that was living, #&mak it was her antagonist's
child that was dead, and when no one could deviss yudgment could be
given, and the whole court were blind in their uistending, and could not
tell how to find out this riddle, the king alonevented the following way
how to discover it. He bade them bring in both diead child and the living
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child; and sent one of his guards, and commandeaddifetch a sword, and
draw it, and to cut both the children into two giecthat each of the women
might have half the living and half the dead chHtereupon all the people
privately laughed at the king, as no more thanuwlydBut, in the mean time,
she that was the real mother of the living chii@dout that he should not do
so, but deliver that child to the other woman asdwen, for she would be
satisfied with the life of the child, and with teeght of it, although it were
esteemed the other's child; but the other womanready to see the child
divided, and was desirous, moreover, that the fwsiman should be
tormented. When the king understood that both tlweirds proceeded from
the truth of their passions, he adjudged the diilder that cried out to save
it, for that she was the real mother of it; andcb@demned the other as a
wicked woman, who had not only killed her own chiddit was endeavoring
to see her friend's child destroyed also. Now thdtitnde looked on this
determination as a great sign and demonstratiameoking's sagacity and
wisdom, and after that day attended to him as &tbat had a divine mind.

3. Now the captains of his armies, and officersoagmtped over the whole
country, were these: over the lot of Ephraim wasd;Jover the toparchy of
Bethlehem was Dioclerus; Abinadab, who married Solo's daughter, had
the region of Dora and the sea-coast under himGieat Plain was under
Benaiah, the son of Achilus; he also governed fal tountry as far as
Jordan; Gabaris ruled over Gilead and Gaulanitisl Bad under him the
sixty great and fenced cities [of Og]; Achinadabnaged the affairs of all
Galilee as far as Sidon, and had himself also edra daughter of
Solomon's, whose nhame was Basima; Banacates haddheast about Arce;
as had Shaphat Mount Tabor, and Carmel, and [tieet]dGalilee, as far as
the river Jordan; one man was appointed over aldbuntry; Shimei was
intrusted with the lot of Benjamin; and Gabares hiagl country beyond
Jordan, over whom there was again one governoriagoo Now the people
of the Hebrews, and particularly the tribe of Judadteived a wonderful
increase when they betook themselves to husbaaddthe cultivation of
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their grounds; for as they enjoyed peace, and wetalistracted with wars
and troubles, and having, besides, an abundamibfiusf the most desirable
liberty, every one was busy in augmenting the pcodd their own lands,
and making them worth more than they had formeelgro

4. The king had also other rulers, who were overdind of Syria and of
the Philistines, which reached from the river Eapés to Egypt, and these
collected his tributes of the nations. Now thesatbuted to the king's
table, and to his supper every day (2) thirty adrfine flour, and sixty of
meal; as also ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen outhef pastures, and a
hundred fat lambs; all these were besides what veden by hunting harts
and buffaloes, and birds and fishes, which wereudnb to the king by
foreigners day by day. Solomon had also so greatnaber of chariots, that
the stalls of his horses for those chariots wergy fthousand; and besides
these he had twelve thousand horsemen, the onefhatiich waited upon
the king in Jerusalem, and the rest were dispesibeoad, and dwelt in the
royal villages; but the same officer who providedt the king's expenses
supplied also the fodder for the horses, andgdiitied it to the place where
the king abode at that time.

5. Now the sagacity and wisdom which God had bestibon Solomon
was so great, that he exceeded the ancients; irdothat he was no way
inferior to the Egyptians, who are said to havenbkeyond all men in
understanding; nay, indeed, it is evident thatrtBagacity was very much
inferior to that of the king's. He also excelleddafistinguished himself in
wisdom above those who were most eminent amonbiéheews at that time
for shrewdness; those | mean were Ethan, and Hearah,Chalcol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol. He also composed booksdet and songs a
thousand and five, of parables and similitudesetti®usand; for he spake a
parable upon every sort of tree, from the hyssophé&cedar; and in like
manner also about beasts, about all sorts of liciregtures, whether upon
the earth, or in the seas, or in the air; for he m@a unacquainted with any of
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their natures, nor omitted inquiries about thent, dascribed them all like a
philosopher, and demonstrated his exquisite knoydedf their several
properties. God also enabled him to learn that skiich expels demons, (3)
which is a science useful and sanative to men. dmposed such
incantations also by which distempers are allediafend he left behind him
the manner of using exorcisms, by which they daweyy demons, so that
they never return; and this method of cure is ekgforce unto this day; for
| have seen a certain man of my own country, whtm®e was Eleazar,
releasing people that were demoniacal in the poesehVespasian, and his
sons, and his captains, and the whole multitudeistoldiers. The manner
of the cure was this: He put a ring that had a Fadobne of those sorts
mentioned by Solomon to the nostrils of the demonadter which he drew
out the demon through his nostrils; and when then nf@ll down
immediately, he abjured him to return into him narey making still
mention of Solomon, and reciting the incantatioscly he composed. And
when Eleazar would persuade and demonstrate tepthetators that he had
such a power, he set a little way off a cup or mdsil of water, and
commanded the demon, as he went out of the mawyvéoturn it, and
thereby to let the spectators know that he hadtheftman; and when this
was done, the skill and wisdom of Solomon was sheeny manifestly: for
which reason it is, that all men may know the vassnof Solomon's abilities,
and how he was beloved of God, and that the extiaany virtues of every
kind with which this king was endowed may not b&nmwn to any people
under the sun for this reason, | say, it is thathaee proceeded to speak so
largely of these matters.

6. Moreover Hiram, king of Tyre, when he had he#rdt Solonion
succeeded to his father's kingdom, was very glat @r he was a friend of
David's. So he sent ambassadors to him, and sdtitedand congratulated
him on the present happy state of his affairs. Upbith Solomon sent him
an epistle, the contents of which here follow:



Solomon To King Hiram

"(4)Know thou that my father would have built a f@eto God, but was
hindered by wars, and continual expeditions; fordm® not leave off to
overthrow his enemies till he made them all subjectribute. But | give
thanks to God for the peace | at present enjoy,anthat account | am at
leisure, and design to build a house to God, fod @Gwetold to my father
that such a house should he built by me; wherdfdesire thee to send some
of thy subjects with mine to Mount Lebanon to cotvah timber, for the
Sidonians are more skillful than our people iniagtiof wood. As for wages
to the hewers of wood, | will pay whatsoever ptiteu shalt determine."

7. When Hiram had read this epistle, he was pleastdit; and wrote
back this answer to Solomon.

Hiram To King Solomon

"(5)It is fit to bless God that he hath committhg father's government
to thee, who art a wise man, and endowed withiglies. As for myself, |
rejoice at the condition thou art in, and will héservient to thee in all that
thou sendest to me about; for when by my subje¢tave cut down many
and large trees of cedar and cypress wood, | eridsthem to sea, and will
order my subjects to make floats of them, and tioc@avhat place soever of
thy country thou shalt desire, and leave them thefter which thy subjects
may carry them to Jerusalem. But do thou take tamrocure us corn for
this timber, which we stand in need of, becausenwabit in an island."”

8. The copies of these epistles remain at this dagl,are preserved not
only in our books, but among the Tyrians also; msoh that if any one
would know the certainty about them, he may desiréhe keepers of the
public records of Tyre to show him them, and hd fmid what is there set
down to agree with what we have said. | have saidhach out of a desire

10



that my readers may know that we speak nothingthmittruth, and do not
compose a history out of some plausible relatiovtich deceive men and
please them at the same time, nor attempt to asxadnination, nor desire
men to believe us immediately; nor are we at ljp&stdepart from speaking
truth, which is the proper commendation of an Mhiatg and yet be
blameless: but we insist upon no admission of wiatsay, unless we be
able to manifest its truth by demonstration, areddtnongest vouchers.

9. Now king Solomon, as soon as this epistle ofkimg of Tyre was
brought him, commended the readiness and goodheiltleclared therein,
and repaid him in what he desired, and sent himlyéaenty thousand cori
of wheat, and as many baths of oil: now the bathbie to contain seventy-
two sextaries. He also sent him the same measumnef So the friendship
between Hiram and Solomon hereby increased morename; and they
swore to continue it for ever. And the king appedt tribute to be laid on
all the people, of thirty thousand laborers, whasek he rendered easy to
them by prudently dividing it among them; for he deaen thousand cut
timber in Mount Lebanon for one month; and thercdme home, and rest
two months, until the time when the other twentyuband had finished their
task at the appointed time; and so afterward itecémpass that the first ten
thousand returned to their work every fourth moatind it was Adoram who
was over this tribute. There were also of the gfeam who were left by
David, who were to carry the stones and other nagerseventy thousand;
and of those that cut the stones, eighty thoudahthese three thousand and
three hundred were rulers over the rest. He algoirerd them to cut out
large stones for the foundations of the temple, thiatl they should fit them
and unite them together in the mountain, and saglthem to the city. This
was done not only by our own country workmen, bwyttihose workmen
whom Hiram sent also.
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Footnotes:

1. This building of the walls of Jerusalem, soon afteavid's death,
illustrates the conclusion of the 51st Psalm, wHeagid prays, "Build
thou the walls of Jerusalem;" they being, it seemnsfinished or
imperfect at that time. See ch. 6. sect. 1; andL.ckect. 7; also 1 Kings
9:15.

2. It may not be amiss to compare the daily furnitafeking Solomon's
table, here set down, and 1 Kings 4;22, 23, withltke daily furniture
of Nehemiah the governor's table, after the Jews weme back from
Babylon; and to remember withal, that Nehemiah m@as building the
walls of Jerusalem, and maintained, more than usimve a hundred
and fifty considerable men every day, and thatabse the nation was
then very poor, at his own charges also, withoyintaany burden upon
the people at all. "Now that which was preparednfierdaily was one ox
and six choice sheep; also fowls were preparedan®rand once in ten
days store of all sorts of wine; and yet for alkttequired not the bread
of the governor, because the bondage was heavy tipsmpeople,”
Nehemiah 5:18: see the whole context, ver. 14-18r MNid the
governor's usual allowance of forty shekels of esila-day, ver. 15,
amount to 45 a day, nor to 1800 a-year. Nor doewléed appear that,
under the judges, or under Samuel the prophetgetivers any such
public allowance to those governors at all. Thagagcharges upon the
public for maintaining courts came in with kings, @od foretold they
would, 1 Samuel 8:11-18.

3. Some pretended fragments of these books of comgurat Solomon are
still extant in Fabricius's Cod. Pseudepigr. Veatstl page 1054, though
| entirely differ from Josephus in this his supdo#iaat such books and
arts of Solomon were parts of that wisdom which wagarted to him
by God in his younger days; they must rather hasleriged to such
profane but curious arts as we find mentioned A&43-20, and had
been derived from the idolatry and superstitiomigfheathen wives and

12



concubines in his old age, when he had forsaken, @od God had
forsaken him, and given him up to demoniacal dehsi Nor does
Josephus's strange account of the root Baara €OMdw, B. VIII. ch. 6.
sect. 3) seem to be other than that of its magiese in such
conjurations. As for the following history, it cammhs what Christ says,
Matthew 12;27 "If | by Beelzebub cast out demonswihom do your
Sons cast them out?"

. These epistles of Solomon and Hiram are thosekimgs 5:3-9, and, as
enlarged, in 2 Chronicles 2:3-16, but here giverbyslosephus in his
own words.

. What Josephus here puts into his copy of Hiramistlepto Solomon,
and repeats afterwards, ch. 5. sect. 3, that Ta®mnmw an island, is not
in any of the three other copies, viz. that of Kirgs, Chronicles, or
Eusebius; nor is it any other, | suppose, than dvi;1 conjectural
paraphrase; for when I, many years ago, inquiréd this matter, |
found the state of this famous city, and of thandl whereupon it stood,
to have been very different at different times. Tésult of my inquiries
in this matter, with the addition of some later nayements, stands thus:
That the best testimonies hereto relating, imphat tPaketyrus, or
Oldest Tyre, was no other than that most ancierdllsmfort or city
Tyre, situated on the continent, and mentionedoshda 19:29, out of
which the Canaanite or Phoenician inhabitants wieren into a large
island, that lay not far off in the sea, by Joshhat this island was then
joined to the continent at the present remainsaikeB/rus, by a neck of
land over against Solomon's cisterns, still soechland the city's fresh
water, probably, was carried along in pipes by tteatk of land; and that
this island was therefore, in strictness, no othan a peninsula, having
villages in its fields, Ezekiel 26:6, and a walloab it, Amos 1:10, and
the city was not of so great reputation as Sitlonsome ages: that it
was attacked both by sea and land by Salmanassdosaphus informs
us, Antig. B. IX. ch. 14. sect. 2, and afterwardsme to be the
metropolis of Phoenicia; and was afterwards taked destroyed by
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Nebuchadnezzar, according to the numerous Scripprmhecies
thereto relating, Isaiah 23.; Jeremiah 25:22; 24734, Ezekiel 26., 27.,
28.: that seventy years after that destruction leput¢hadnezzar, this
city was in some measure revived and rebuilt, ls@@17, 18, but that,
as the prophet Ezekiel had foretold, chap. 26:345,27: 34, the sea
arose higher than before, till at last it over femy not only the neck of
land, but the main island or peninsula itself, aegtroyed that old and
famous city for ever: that, however, there stilineened an adjoining
smaller island, once connected to Old Tyre itsgliHiram, which was
afterwards inhabited; to which Alexander the Greaith incredible
pains, raised a new bank or causeway: and thdaiitlyp appears from
Ifaundreh, a most authentic eye-witness, that tdelasge and famous
city, on the original large island, is now laid generally under water,
that scarce more than forty acres of it, or ratbfethat adjoining small
island remain at this day; so that, perhaps, novala hundredth part of
the first island and city is now above water. TiMas foretold in the
same prophecies of Ezekiel; and according to tresmMir. Maundrell
distinctly observes, these poor remains of Old Tame now "become
like the top of a rock, a place for the spreadihgeds in the midst of the
sea."
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Chapter 3

The Building of Solomon's Temple

1. Solomon began to build the temple in the foydhr of his reign, on
the second month, which the Macedonians call Adamsj and the Hebrews
Jur, five hundred and ninety-two years after thedtss out of Egypt; but one
thousand and twenty years from Abraham's comingpbtesopotamia into
Canaan, and after the deluge one thousand fourédraohd forty years; and
from Adam, the first man who was created, untilddubn built the temple,
there had passed in all three thousand one hursr@édwo years. Now that
year on which the temple began to be built wasadlyeghe eleventh year of
the reign of Hiram; but from the building of Tyre the building of the
temple, there had passed two hundred and fortysyear

2. Now, therefore, the king laid the foundationghed temple very deep
in the ground, and the materials were strong stares such as would resist
the force of time; these were to unite themselvitls the earth, and become
a basis and a sure foundation for that supersteiethich was to be erected
over it; they were to be so strong, in order totanswith ease those vast
superstructures and precious ornaments, whose amghtvwas to be not
less than the weight of those other high and hdawmgings which the king
designed to be very ornamental and magnificent.y Térected its entire
body, quite up to the roof, of white stone; itsgigiwas sixty cubits, and its
length was the same, and its breadth twenty. Th&® another building
erected over it, equal to it in its measures; s the entire altitude of the
temple was a hundred and twenty cubits. Its froas v the east. As to the
porch, they built it before the temple; its lengtas twenty cubits, and it was
so ordered that it might agree with the breadththef house; and it had
twelve cubits in latitude, and its height was rdiss high as a hundred and
twenty cubits. He also built round about the tenthlgy small rooms, which
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might include the whole temple, by their closeness to another, and by
their number and outward position round it. He alsade passages through
them, that they might come into on through anotliefery one of these
rooms had five cubits in breadth, (1) and the samlength, but in height
twenty. Above these there were other rooms, andrstabove them, equal,
both in their measures and number; so that thesdhee to a height equal to
the lower part of the house; for the upper part iadbuildings about it. The
roof that was over the house was of cedar; ang wukry one of these
rooms had a roof of their own, that was not corggketith the other rooms;
but for the other parts, there was a covered roafmon to them all, and
built with very long beams, that passed throughrést, and rough the whole
building, that so the middle walls, being strengte by the same beams of
timber, might be thereby made firmer: but as fat fhart of the roof that was
under the beams, it was made of the same matesaats,was all made
smooth, and had ornaments proper for roofs, aneglaf gold nailed upon
them. And as he enclosed the walls with boardedéc so he fixed on them
plates of gold, which had sculptures upon themthst the whole temple
shined, and dazzled the eyes of such as enterdtigbsplendor of the gold
that was on every side of them, Now the whole sunecof the temple was
made with great skill of polished stones, and thiase together so very
harmoniously and smoothly, that there appearetidcspectators no sign of
any hammer, or other instrument of architecture:;dsuf, without any use of
them, the entire materials had naturally unitednbelves together, that the
agreement of one part with another seemed ratheavwe been natural, than
to have arisen from the force of tools upon theime King also had a fine
contrivance for an ascent to the upper room owetdimple, and that was by
steps in the thickness of its wall; for it had aoge door on the east end, as
the lower house had, but the entrances were byitles, through very small
doors. He also overlaid the temple, both within anthout, with boards of
cedar, that were kept close together by thick &h)ano that this contrivance
was in the nature of a support and a strengthadtiilding.
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3. Now when the king had divided the temple int@ fparts, he made
the inner house of twenty cubits [every way], totlve most secret chamber,
but he appointed that of forty cubits to be thectizary; and when he had cut
a door-place out of the wall, he put therein dadr€edar, and overlaid them
with a great deal of gold, that had sculptures upohle also had veils of
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and the brightedt saitest linen, with the
most curious flowers wrought upon them, which wkreébe drawn before
those doors. He also dedicated for the most sptaee, whose breadth was
twenty cubits, and length the same, two cherubifrsobd gold; the height
of each of them was five cubits (2) they had eaththem two wings
stretched out as far as five cubits; wherefore i@olo set them up not far
from each other, that with one wing they might toukbe southern wall of
the secret place, and with another the northerair thther wings, which
joined to each other, were a covering to the arkiciv was set between
them; but nobody can tell, or even conjecture, whas the shape of these
cherubims. He also laid the floor of the templehwilates of gold; and he
added doors to the gate of the temple, agreealtheetmeasure of the height
of the wall, but in breadth twenty cubits, and bem he glued gold plates.
And, to say all in one word, he left no part of teenple, neither internal nor
external, but what was covered with gold. He alad burtains drawn over
these doors in like manner as they were drawn thesinner doors of the
most holy place; but the porch of the temple hathing of that sort.

4. Now Solomon sent for an artificer out of Tyrehase name was
Hiram; he was by birth of the tribe of Naphtali, tve mother's side, (for she
was of that tribe,) but his father was Ur, of theck of the Israelites. This
man was skillful in all sorts of work; but his chigkill lay in working in
gold, and silver, and brass; by whom were madé¢hallmechanical works
about the temple, according to the will of Solombdforeover, this Hiram
made two [hollow] pillars, whose outsides were @43, and the thickness of
the brass was four fingers' breadth, and the h@ibtite pillars was eighteen
cubits and their circumference twelve cubits; Iharé was cast with each of
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their chapiters lily-work that stood upon the pilland it was elevated five
cubits, round about which there was net-work intamn with small palms,
made of brass, and covered the lily-work. To thsoawere hung two
hundred pomegranates, in two rows. The one of tpdkas he set at the
entrance of the porch on the right hand, and callé@dchin (3) and the other
at the left hand, and called it Booz.

5. Solomon also cast a brazen sea, whose figure thas of a
hemisphere. This brazen vessel was called a sedsfdargeness, for the
laver was ten feet in diameter, and cast of thektigss of a palm. Its middle
part rested on a short pillar that had ten spialsd it, and that pillar was
ten cubits in diameter. There stood round abautetve oxen, that looked to
the four winds of heaven, three to each wind, hauimeir hinder parts
depressed, that so the hemispherical vessel megttupon them, which
itself was also depressed round about inwardly. lHog/sea contained three
thousand baths.

6. He also made ten brazen bases for so many quadaa lavers; the
length of every one of these bases was five cubits, the breadth four
cubits, and the height six cubits. This vessel pasly turned, and was thus
contrived: There were four small quadrangular @linat stood one at each
corner; these had the sides of the base fittethidonton each quarter; they
were parted into three parts; every interval hbdmer fitted to support [the
laver]; upon which was engraven, in one place @, lamd in another place a
bull, and an eagle. The small pillars had the sanimals engraven that were
engraven on the sides. The whole work was elevated,stood upon four
wheels, which were also cast, which had also nawesfelloes, and were a
foot and a half in diameter. Any one who saw thekss of the wheels, how
exactly they were turned, and united to the siddhebases, and with what
harmony they agreed to the felloes, would wonddahain. However, their
structure was this: Certain shoulders of handscéteel out held the corners
above, upon which rested a short spiral pillart thg under the hollow part
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of the laver, resting upon the fore part of theleaad the lion, which were
adapted to them, insomuch that those who viewenh ttveuld think they
were of one piece: between these were engravingslaf trees. This was
the construction of the ten bases. He also madktga round brass vessels,
which were the lavers themselves, each of whichliaioed forty baths; (4)
for it had its height four cubits, and its edgeseva&s much distant from each
other. He also placed these lavers upon the teesbHst were called
Mechonoth; and he set five of the lavers on thedefe of the temple (5)
which was that side towards the north wind, andnasy on the right side,
towards the south, but looking towards the east;sdime [eastern] way he
also set the sea Now he appointed the sea to weafdhring the hands and the
feet of the priests, when they entered into thepterand were to ascend the
altar, but the lavers to cleanse the entrails efttdasts that were to be burnt-
offerings, with their feet also.

7. He also made a brazen altar, whose length wastywcubits, and its
breadth the same, and its height ten, for the kffetings. He also made all
its vessels of brass, the pots, and the shovetk tte basons; and besides
these, the snuffers and the tongs, and all itsrothgsels, he made of brass,
and such brass as was in splendor and beauty bk dhe king also
dedicated a great number of tables, but one thatlavge and made of gold,
upon which they set the loaves of God; and he neaéhousand more that
resembled them, but were done after another mampen which lay the
vials and the cups; those of gold were twenty thods those of silver were
forty thousand. He also made ten thousand canchtestaccording to the
command of Moses, one of which he dedicated forteh&ple, that it might
burn in the day time, according to the law; and taide with loaves upon it,
on the north side of the temple, over against #mllestick; for this he set on
the south side, but the golden altar stood betvikem. All these vessels
were contained in that part of the holy house, Whi@s forty cubits long,
and were before the veil of that most secret plalcerein the ark was to be
set.
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8. The king also made pouring vessels, in numhgrteithousand, and a
hundred thousand golden vials, and twice as mangrsvials: of golden
dishes, in order therein to offer kneaded fine flati the altar, there were
eighty thousand, and twice as many of silver. @jdabasons also, wherein
they mixed fine flour with oil, sixty thousand oblg, and twice as many of
silver. Of the measures like those which Mosesedalhe Hin and the
Assaron, (a tenth deal,) there were twenty thous#ngold, and twice as
many of silver. The golden censers, in which thagried the incense to the
altar, were twenty thousand; the other censersyhith they carried fire
from the great altar to the little altar, withinettemple, were fifty thousand.
The sacerdotal garments which belonged to the prgst, with the long
robes, and the oracle, and the precious stone® wehousand. But the
crown upon which Moses wrote [the name of God],Jwak/ one, and hath
remained to this very day. He also made ten thalisanerdotal garments of
fine linen, with purple girdles for every priestpcatwo hundred thousand
trumpets, according to the command of Moses; alsphundred thousand
garments of fine linen for the singers, that wemvites. And he made
musical instruments, and such as were inventedifging of hymns, called
,Nablee and Cindree, [psalteries and harps,] whiere made of electrum,
[the finest brass,] forty thousand.

9. Solomon made all these things for the honor ofi,Gwith great
variety and magnificence, sparing no cost, butgisith possible liberality in
adorning the temple; and these things he dedidateke treasures of God.
He also placed a partition round about the templach in our tongue we
call Gison, but it is called Thrigcos by the Greedsd he raised it up to the
height of three cubits; and it was for the exclasad the multitude from
coming into the temple, and showing that it wadace that was free and
open only for the priests. He also built beyond ttourt a temple (6), whose
figure was that of a quadrangle, and erected fgraat and broad cloisters;
this was entered into by very high gates, eachto€hvhad its front exposed
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to one of the [four] winds, and were shut by goldeors. Into this temple
all the people entered that were distinguished filoarest by being pure and
observant of the laws. But he made that temple hviwas beyond this a
wonderful one indeed, and such as exceeds alliggsarin words; nay, if |
may so say, is hardly believed upon sight; for whenhad filled up great
valleys with earth, which, on account of their inmae depth, could not be
looked on, when you bended down to see them, witlpaun, and had
elevated the ground four hundred cubits, he mattebe on a level with the
top of the mountain, on which the temple was buailtd by this means the
outmost temple, which was exposed to the air, weh avith the temple
itself. He encompassed this also with a building diouble row of cloisters,
which stood on high upon pillars of native stondilesthe roofs were of
cedar, and were polished in a manner proper foh $ugh roofs; but he
made all the doors of this temple of silver.

Footnotes:

1. Of the temple of Solomon here described by Josephukis and the
following sections of this chapter, see my deswmiptof the temples
belonging to this work, ch. 13, These small rooorsside chambers,
seem to have been, by Josephus's descriptionsadhan twenty cubits
high a piece, otherwise there must have been @& latgrval between
one and the other that was over it; and this withiade floors, the one of
six cubits distance from the floor beneath it, &Grigs 6:5

2. Josephus says here that the cherubims were of gala] and only five
cubits high, while our Hebrew copies (1 Kings 6;28) say they were
of the olive tree, and the LXXX. of the cypressetrand only overlaid
with gold; and both agree they were ten cubits higlsuppose the
number here is falsely transcribed, and that Jasepirote ten cubits
also.

3. As for these two famous pillars, Jachin and Bobejrtheight could be
no more than eighteen cubits, as here, and 1 Kirlgs 2 Kings 25:17;
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Jeremiah 3:21; those thirty-five cubits in 2 Chobes 3:15, being
contrary to all the rules of architecture in therldo

. The round or cylindrical lavers of four cubits iracheter, and four in
height, both in our copies, 1 Kings 7:38, 39, amcehin Josephus, must
have contained a great deal more than these fatlgsp which are
always assigned them. Where the error lies is harday: perhaps
Josephus honestly followed his copies here, thotngly had been
corrupted, and he was not able to restore theregading. In the mean
time, the forty baths are probably the true quantiintained in each
laver, since they went upon wheels, and were tdraen by the Levites
about the courts of the priests for the washingy there designed for;
and had they held much more, they would have beerné¢avy to have
been so drawn.

. Here Josephus gives us a key to his own languédgigihd and left hand
in the tabernacle and temple; that by the rightdhla@ means what is
against our left, when we suppose ourselves ggmfyam the east gate
of the courts towards the tabernacle or temple sadvas, and so vice
versa; whence it follows, that the pillar Jachin,tbe right hand of the
temple was on the south, against our left hand;Boakz on the north,
against our right hand. Of the golden plate onhigé priest's forehead
that was in being in the days of Josephus, andhtuigeor two at least
later, seethe note on Antig. B. Ill. ch. 7. sect. 6

. When Josephus here says that the floor of the aittample or court of
the Gentiles was with vast labor raised to be ewergf equal height,
with the floor of the inner, or court of the prigshe must mean this in a
gross estimation only; for he and all others agtie&, the inner temple,
or court of the priests, was a few cubits more aled than the middle
court, the court of Israel, and that much more thiascourt of the priests
elevated several cubits above that outmost caande ghe court of Israel
was lower than the one and higher than the othee. Septuagint say
that "they prepared timber and stones to build tdraple for three
years," 1 Kings 5:18; and although neither our @néslebrew copy, nor
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Josephus, directly name that number of years, gdhdy both say the
building itself did not begin till Solomon's fouryfear; and both speak of
the preparation of materials beforehand, 1 King48;. Antig. B. VIII.

ch. 5. sect. 1. There is no reason, therefore,ltey the Septuagint's
number; but we are to suppose three years to hesme the just time of

the preparation, as | have done in my computatibthe expense in
building that temple.
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Chapter 4

Solomon Removed the Ark into the Temple

1. When king Solomon had finished these works, éhlesge and
beautiful buildings, and had laid up his donationshe temple, and all this
in the interval of seven years, and had given aatestnation of his riches
and alacrity therein, insomuch that any one who isavould have thought it
must have been an immense time ere it could hase faeished; and would
be surprised that so much should be finished isheot a time; short, | mean,
if compared with the greatness of the work: he alsote to the rulers and
elders of the Hebrews, and ordered all the peoplgather themselves
together to Jerusalem, both to see the temple whéethad built, and to
remove the ark of God into it; and when this intwtta of the whole body of
the people to come to Jerusalem was every whereedabroad, it was the
seventh month before they came together; which Imast by our
countrymen called Thisri, but by the Macedonianpéteretoets. The feast
of tabernacles happened to fall at the same tirheghawvas celebrated by the
Hebrews as a most holy and most eminent feasth&odarried the ark and
the tabernacle which Moses had pitched, and allvdssels that were for
ministration, to the sacrifices of God, and remoteeim to the temple. (13)
The king himself, and all the people and the Leayiteent before, rendering
the ground moist with sacrifices, and drink-offggh and the blood of a
great number of oblations, and burning an immensatty of incense, and
this till the very air itself every where round athevas so full of these odors,
that it met, in a most agreeable manner, persoagyatat distance, and was
an indication of God's presence; and, as men'sarpmas, of his habitation
with them in this newly built and consecrated pldoe they did not grow
weary, either of singing hymns or of dancing, utiidy came to the temple;
and in this manner did they carry the ark. But wktexy should transfer it
into the most secret place, the rest of the muakitwent away, and only
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those priests that carried it set it between the wherubims, which
embracing it with their wings, (for so were thegrfred by the artificer,) they
covered it, as under a tent, or a cupola. Now tkecantained nothing else
but those two tables of stone that preserved theedenmandments, which
God spake to Moses in Mount Sinai, and which wergraved upon them,;
but they set the candlestick, and the table, aadydtden altar in the temple,
before the most secret place, in the very samespladierein they stood till
that time in the tabernacle. So they offered updidaby sacrifices; but for the
brazen altar, Solomon set it before the templey against the door, that
when the door was opened, it might be exposeddgbt,sand the sacred
solemnities, and the richness of the sacrificeghinbe thence seen; and all
the rest of the vessels they gathered togethermpanthem within the temple.

2. Now as soon as the priests had put all thingsrdier about the ark,
and were gone out, there cane down a thick cloand, siood there, and
spread itself, after a gentle manner, into the temguch a cloud it was as
was diffused and temperate, not such a rough omeaee full of rain in the
winter season. This cloud so darkened the plae#, dhe priest could not
discern another, but it afforded to the minds df alvisible image and
glorious appearance of God's having descendedthdemple, and of his
having gladly pitched his tabernacle therein. Sss¢hmen were intent upon
this thought. But Solomon rose up, (for he wasngjtbefore,) and used such
words to God as he thought agreeable to the Divatare to receive, and fit
for him to give; for he said, "Thou hast an etetmalise, O Lord, and such a
one as thou hast created for thyself out of thiwa works; we know it to be
the heaven, and the air, and the earth, and thevkézh thou pervadest, nor
art thou contained within their limits. | have irdebuilt this temple to thee,
and thy name, that from thence, when we sacrifase] perform sacred
operations, we may send our prayers up into theaaid may constantly
believe that thou art present, and art not remmatea fwhat is thine own; for
neither when thou seest all things, and heareghiayys, nor now, when it
pleases thee to dwell here, dost thou leave theafaall men, but rather thou
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art very near to them all, but especially thoupaetsent to those that address
themselves to thee, whether by night or by day.'eWhe had thus solemnly
addressed himself to God, he converted his diseaurghe multitude, and
strongly represented the power and providence aof i8adhem; - how he had
shown all things that were come to pass to Dawsddther, as many of those
things had already come to pass, and the rest waardinly come to pass
hereafter; and how he had given him his name, alidtd David what he
should be called before he was born; and foretblat when he should be
king after his father's death, he should build hitemple, which since they
saw accomplished, according to his prediction, éguired them to bless
God, and by believing him, from the sight of whdtey had seen
accomplished, never to despair of any thing thah&eé promised for the
future, in order to their happiness, or suspedtithvould not come to pass.

3. When the king had thus discoursed to the mdkitine looked again
towards the temple, and lifting up his right haodhe multitude, he said," It
IS not possible by what men can do to return sefficthanks to God for his
benefits bestowed upon them, for the Deity standseied of nothing, and is
above any such requital; but so far as we have beste superior, O Lord,
to other animals by thee, it becomes us to blegsMhjesty, and it is
necessary for us to return thee thanks for whait tresst bestowed upon our
house, and on the Hebrew people; for with what rothstrument can we
better appease thee when thou art angry at uspmg properly preserve thy
favor, than with our voice? which, as we haveanirthe air, so do we know
that by that air it ascends upwards [towards thekrefore ought myself to
return thee thanks thereby, in the first place,ceoming my father, whom
thou hast raised from obscurity unto so great gy, in the next place,
concerning myself, since thou hast performed &t tinou hast promised
unto this very day. And | beseech thee for the tbtmeome to afford us
whatsoever thou, O God, hast power to bestow oh aadhou dost esteem;
and to augment our house for all ages, as thoupgrastised to David my
father to do, both in his lifetime and at his deatiat our kingdom shall

26



continue, and that his posterity should successinasleive it to ten thousand
generations. Do not thou therefore fail to givetlhisse blessings, and to
bestow on my children that virtue in which thouigletest. And besides all
this, | humbly beseech thee that thou wilt let sqrodion of thy Spirit come
down and inhabit in this temple, that thou maygiesw to be with us upon
earth. As to thyself, the entire heavens, and timaansity of the things that
are therein, are but a small habitation for theegimmore is this poor temple
so; but I entreat thee to keep it as thine own doftem being destroyed by
our enemies for ever, and to take care of it asetlown possession: but if
this people be found to have sinned, and be thereafilicted by thee with
any plague, because of their sin, as with deartpestilence, or any other
affliction which thou usest to inflict on those trieansgress any of thy holy
laws, and if they fly all of them to this templeedeeching thee, and begging
of time to deliver them, then do thou hear theayers, as being within thine
house, and have mercy upon them, and deliver tmem their afflictions.
Nay, moreover, this help is what | implore of theet for the Hebrews only,
when they are in distress, but when any shall cbitieer from any ends of
the world whatsoever, and shall return from theirssand implore thy
pardon, do thou then pardon them, and hear thayepr For hereby all shall
learn that thou thyself wast pleased with the mgdbf this house for thee;
and that we are not ourselves of an unsociableeatwr behave ourselves
like enemies to such as are not of our own pedple;are willing that thy
assistance should be communicated by thee to alimeommon, and that
they may have the enjoyment of thy benefits bestiowmn them."

4. When Solomon had said this, and had cast hinupelh the ground,
and worshipped a long time, he rose up, and brosatrifices to the altar;
and when he had filled it with unblemished victinlee most evidently
discovered that God had with pleasure accepted tiiat he had sacrificed
to him, for there came a fire running out of the and rushed with violence
upon the altar, in the sight of all, and caughtdhof and consumed the
sacrifices. Now when this Divine appearance was,sée people supposed
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it to be a demonstration of God's abode in the tepgnd were pleased with
it, and fell down upon the ground and worshippegoik) which the king
began to bless God, and exhorted the multitudeotdh@ same, as now
having sufficient indications of God's favorablembsition to them; and to
pray that they might always have the like indicasidrom him, and that he
would preserve in them a mind pure from all wickesh) in righteousness
and religious worship, and that they might contimughe observation of
those precepts which God had given them by Mosssause by that means
the Hebrew nation would be happy, and indeed thet rbtessed of all
nations among all mankind. He exhorted them alsbeamindful, that by
what methods they had attained their present goiogg, by the same they
must preserve them sure to themselves, and make gneater and more
than they were at present; for that it was noticefiit for them to suppose
they had received them on account of their piety aghteousness, but that
they had no other way of preserving them for theetto come; for that it is
not so great a thing for men to acquire somewhathwthey want, as to
preserve what they have acquired, and to be goiiltyo sin whereby it may
be hurt.

5. So when the king had spoken thus to the mu#itiné dissolved the
congregation, but not till he had completed hisabbhs, both for himself
and for the Hebrews, insomuch that he sacrificeehtw and two thousand
oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand sheeghéor it was that the
temple did first of all taste of the victims, anlil the Hebrews, with their
wives and children, feasted therein: nay, besidiss the king then observed
splendidly and magnificently the feast which is ledl the Feast of
Tabernacles, before the temple, for twice severs;dagd he then feasted
together with all the people.

6. When all these solemnities were abundantly fsadisand nothing
was omitted that concerned the Divine worship, kivey dismissed them;
and they every one went to their own homes, givitapks to the king for
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the care he had taken of them, and the works hedbaéd for them; and
praying to God to preserve Solomon to be their Korga long time. They
also took their journey home with rejoicing, andking merry, and singing
hymns to God. And indeed the pleasure they enjoyekl away the sense of
the pains they all underwent in their journey horBe. when they had
brought the ark into the temple, and had seenrdatgess, and how fine it
was, and had been partakers of the many sacrthet$rad been offered, and
of the festivals that had been solemnized, theyyevae returned to their
own cities. But a dream that appeared to the kinlgis sleep informed him
that God had heard his prayers; and that he woatdonly preserve the
temple, but would always abide in it; that is, &se his posterity and the
whole multitude would be righteous. And for himsetf said, that if he
continued according to the admonitions of his fgthe would advance him
to an immense degree of dignity and happiness,tladthen his posterity
should be kings of that country, of the tribe ofldh, for ever; but that still,
if he should be found a betrayer of the ordinanzethe law, and forget
them, and turn away to the worship of strange gbesyould cut him off by
the roots, and would neither suffer any remainddri® family to continue,
nor would overlook the people of Israel, or presettyem any longer from
afflictions, but would utterly destroy them withntehousand wars and
misfortunes; would cast them out of the land whiwh had given their
fathers, and make them sojourners in strange lanus$;deliver that temple
which was now built to be burnt and spoiled by tlegiemies, and that city
to be utterly overthrown by the hands of their eilesnand make their
miseries deserve to be a proverb, and such ascgheny hardly be credited
for their stupendous magnitude, till their neightyarhen they should hear of
them, should wonder at their calamities, and vemnestly inquire for the
occasion, why the Hebrews, who had been so farmméaby God to such
glory and wealth, should be then so hated by hind’that the answer that
should be made by the remainder of the people dhimylby confessing their
sins, and their transgression of the laws of tkeeuntry. Accordingly we
have it transmitted to us in writing, that thus @dd speak to Solomon in
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his sleep.

Footnote:

1. This solemn removal of the ark from Mount Sion towit Moriah, at
the distance of almost three quarters of a milefutes that notion of
the modern Jews, and followed by many Christiarse,as if those two
were after a sort one and the same mountain, fachathere is, | think,
very little foundation.
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Chapter 5

Solomon Built Himself a Royal Palace

1. After the building of the temple, which, as wavha before said, was
finished in seven years, the king laid the fouramtabf his palace, which be
did not finish under thirteen years, for he was aqually zealous in the
building of this palace as he had been about tim@les for as to that, though
it was a great work, and required wonderful angssing application, yet
God, for whom it was made, so far co-operated thignethat it was finished
in the forementioned number of years: but the maladich was a building
much inferior in dignity to the temple, both on aagat that its materials had
not been so long beforehand gotten ready, nor hesh Is0 zealously
prepared, and on account that this was only adatmtfor kings, and not for
God, it was longer in finishing. However, this llinlg was raised so
magnificently, as suited the happy state of therkleb, and of the king
thereof. But it is necessary that | describe theestructure and disposition
of the parts, that so those that light upon thiskbmay thereby make a
conjecture, and, as it were, have a prospect ofdtgnitude.

2. This house was a large and curious building, ead supported by
many pillars, which Solomon built to contain a ntade for hearing causes,
and taking cognizance of suits. It was sufficientgpacious to contain a
great body of men, who would come together to h#veir causes
determined. It was a hundred cubits long, and fitgad, and thirty high,
supported by quadrangular pillars, which were &kkedar; but its roof was
according to the Corinthian order, (1) with foldidgors, and their adjoining
pillars of equal magnitude, each fluted with thceeities; which building as
at once firm, and very ornamental. There was ahsther house so ordered,
that its entire breadth was placed in the middieyas quadrangular, and its
breadth was thirty cubits, having a temple overregjat, raised upon massy
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pillars; in which temple there was a large and v@grious room, wherein
the king sat in judgment. To this was joined anotimise that was built for
his queen. There were other smaller edifices fet,dAnd for sleep, after
public matters were over; and these were all fldoseth boards of cedar.
Some of these Solomon built with stones of ten tsylaind wainscoted the
walls with other stones that were sawed, and weggeat value, such as are
dug out of the earth for the ornaments of temgead, to make fine prospects
in royal palaces, and which make the mines wheheg &are dug famous.
Now the contexture of the curious workmanship @sthstones was in three
rows, but the fourth row would make one admiresisiptures, whereby
were represented trees, and all sorts of planth; thve shades that arose from
their branches, and leaves that hung down from tAdmse trees anti plants
covered the stone that was beneath them, andlé&asies were wrought so
prodigious thin and subtile, that you would thifley were in motion; but
the other part up to the roof, was plastered caued, as it were, embroidered
with colors and pictures. He, moreover, built otbdifices for pleasure; as
also very long cloisters, and those situate ingreeable place of the palace;
and among them a most glorious dining room, forstiegs and
compotations, and full of gold, and such other itune as so fine a room
ought to have for the conveniency of the guestd, wahere all the vessels
were made of gold. Now it is very hard to reckonti magnitude and the
variety of the royal apartments; how many roomgehgere of the largest
sort, how many of a bigness inferior to those, &oev many that were
subterraneous and invisible; the curiosity of thtied enjoyed the fresh air;
and the groves for the most delightful prospeatitie avoiding the heat, and
covering of their bodies. And, to say all in bri€glomon made the whole
building entirely of white stone, and cedar woodd ayold, and silver. He
also adorned the roofs and walls with stones sgbld, and beautified them
thereby in the same manner as he had beautifiettthele of God with the
like stones. He also made himself a throne of giods bigness, of ivory,
constructed as a seat of justice, and having spssto it; on every one of
which stood, on each end of the step two lions, otlwer lions standing
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above also; but at the sitting place of the threaleds came out and received
the king; and when he sat backward, he rested bramullock, that looked
towards his back; but still all was fastened togethith gold.

3. When Solomon had completed all this in twentgirgetime, because
Hiram king of Tyre had contributed a great deagold, and more silver to
these buildings, as also cedar wood and pine wioedlso rewarded Hiram
with rich presents; corn he sent him also year bgryand wine and oil,
which were the principal things that he stood iredeof, because he
inhabited an island, as we have already said. Aesides these, he granted
him certain cities of Galilee, twenty in nhumberattilay not far from Tyre;
which, when Hiram went to, and viewed, and did Iicg the gift, he sent
word to Solomon that he did not want such citiethay were; and after that
time these cities were called the land of Cabulictvhname, if it be
interpreted according to the language of the Ploteams, denotes what does
not please. Moreover, the king of Tyre sent sophisand enigmatical
sayings to Solomon, and desired he would solve tremd free them from
the ambiguity that was in them. Now so sagaciou$ @mderstanding was
Solomon, that none of these problems were too Hardhim; but he
conquered them all by his reasonings, and discdvéreir hidden meaning,
and brought it to light. Menander also, one whogdlated the Tyrian
archives out of the dialect of the Phoenicians theoGreek language, makes
mention of these two kings, where he says thus:éiWAbibalus was dead,.
his son Hiram received the kingdom from him, whbgew he had lived fifty-
three years, reigned thirty-four. He raised a bankhe large place, and
dedicated the golden pillar which is in Jupitegsple. He also went and cut
down materials of timber out of the mountain callgidanus, for the roof of
temples; and when he had pulled down the anciempless, he both built the
temple of Hercules and that of Astarte; and he et up the temple of
Hercules in the month Peritius; he also made aredikpn against the
Euchii, or Titii, who did not pay their tribute, @rnvhen he had subdued them
to himself he returned. Under this king there wasl@dmon, a very youth in
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age, who always conquered the difficult problemscWwiSolomon, king of
Jerusalem, commanded him to explain. Dius also makention of him,
where he says thus: "When Abibalus was dead, msHsam reigned. He
raised the eastern parts of the city higher, andentlae city itself larger. He
also joined the temple of Jupiter, which beforeodtby itself, to the city, by
raising a bank in the middle between them; anddwereed it with donations
of gold. Moreover, he went up to Mount Libanus, aatl down materials of
wood for the building of the temples." He says athat Solomon, who was
then king of Jerusalem, sent riddles to Hiram, desired to receive the like
from him, but that he who could not solve them dtigqpgay money to them
that did solve them, and that Hiram accepted thaditions; and when he
was not able to solve the riddles proposed by Solgrhe paid a great deal
of money for his fine; but that he afterward didveahe proposed riddles by
means of Abdemon, a man of Tyre; and that Hiranpgsed other riddles,
which, when Solomon could not solve, he paid bagkeat deal of money to
Hiram." This it is which Dius wrote.

Footnote:

1. This mention of the Corinthian ornaments of arattiee in Solomon's
palace by Josephus seems to be here set down byofvasophecy
although it appears to me that the Grecian and Romast ancient
orders of architecture were taken from Solomomigpte, as from their
original patterns, yet it is not so clear that agt and most ornamental
order of the Corinthian was so ancient, althouglatwhe same Josephus
says, (Of the War, B. V. ch. 5. sect. 3,) that ohéhe gates of Herod's
temple was built according to the rules of this i@dman order, is no
way improbable, that order being, without disputeich older than the
reign of Herod. However, upon some trial, | confesgave not hitherto
been able fully to understand the structure of gakce of Solomon,
either as described in our Bibles, or even withatditional help of this
description here by Josephus; only the reader mailyeobserve with
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me, that the measures of this first building inejpdais, a hundred cubits
long, and fifty cubits broad, are the very samdlite area of the cart of
the tabernacle of Moses. and just hall' an Egypiraait, or acre.
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Chapter 6

Solomon Fortified the City of Jerusalem

1. Now when the king saw that the walls of Jerusastood in need of
being better secured, and made stronger, (for bagtit the wails that
encompassed Jerusalem ought to correspond to dghéydof the city,) he
both repaired them, and made them higher, withtgoseers upon them; he
also built cities which might be counted among stengest, Hazor and
Megiddo, and the third Gezer, which had indeedrmgd to the Philistines;
but Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had made an exped#gainst it, and
besieged it, and taken it by force; and when hedted all its inhabitants, he
utterly overthrew it, and gave it as a presentitodaughter, who had been
married to Solomon; for which reason the king réltias a city that was
naturally strong, and might be useful in wars, amel mutations of affairs
that sometimes happen. Moreover, he built two otezs not far from it,
Beth-horon was the name of one of them, and Baalathe other. He also
built other cities that lay conveniently for theseprder to the enjoyment of
pleasures and delicacies in them, such as wererallgtuof a good
temperature of the air, and agreeable for frupie iin their proper seasons,
and well watered with springs. Nay, Solomon wenfaass the desert above
Syria, and possessed himself of it, and built treeneery great city, which
was distant two days' journey from Upper Syria, and day's journey from
Euphrates, and six long days' journey from Babyllo@ Great. Now the
reason why this city lay so remote from the paftSyria that are inhabited
Is this, that below there is no water to be had, that it is in that place only
that there are springs and pits of water. Whenduktherefore built this city,
and encompassed it with very strong walls, he gatree name of Tadmor,
and that is the name it is still called by at iy among the Syrians, but the
Greeks name it Palmyra.
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2. Now Solomon the king was at this time engageduitding these
cities. But if any inquire why all the kings of Hgyfrom Menes, who built
Memphis, and was many years earlier than our forefaAbraham, until
Solomon, where the interval was more than one #mmdighree hundred
years, were called Pharaohs, and took it from draaddh that lived after the
kings of that interval, | think it necessary toanh them of it, and this in
order to cure their ignorance, and to make the sicnaof that name
manifest. Pharaoh, in the Egyptian tongue, signifiking (1) but | suppose
they made use of other names from their childhdmad; when they were
made kings, they changed them into the name whnctineéir own tongue
denoted their authority; for thus it was also ttat kings of Alexandria, who
were called formerly by other names, when they tduk kingdom, were
named Ptolemies, from their first king. The Romarperors also were from
their nativity called by other names, but are styl&aesars, their empire and
their dignity imposing that name upon them, and swoffering them to
continue in those names which their fathers gaeenti suppose also that
Herodotus of Halicarnassus, when he said there weee hundred and
thirty kings of Egypt after Menes, who built Memphdid therefore not tell
us their names, because they were in common cBllkedaohs; for when
after their death there was a queen reigned, e loal by her name Nicaule,
as thereby declaring, that while the kings werethef male line, and so
admitted of the same nature, while a woman didadohit the same, he did
therefore set down that her name, which she coolchaturally have. As for
myself, | have discovered from our own books, tftdr Pharaoh, the father-
in-law of Solomon, no other king of Egypt did ampnger use that name; and
that it was after that time when the forenamed guifeEgypt and Ethiopia
came to Solomon, concerning whom we shall infore thader presently;
but | have now made mention of these things, thataly prove that our
books and those of the Egyptians agree togethaaimy things.

3. But king Solomon subdued to himself the remmdithe Canaanites
that had not before submitted to him; those | mtdsat dwelt in Mount
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Lebanon, and as far as the city Hamath; and ordéead to pay tribute. He
also chose out of them every year such as werert@ $iim in the meanest
offices, and to do his domestic works, and to fellousbandry; for none of
the Hebrews were servants [in such low employmentslr was it
reasonable, that when God had brought so manynsatinder their power,
they should depress their own people to such méme® of life, rather than
those nations; while all the Israelites were conedrin warlike affairs, and
were in armor; and were set over the chariots &edhbrses, rather than
leading the life of slaves. He appointed also fiwendred and fifty rulers
over those Canaanites who were reduced to such dienstavery, who
received the entire care of them from the king, mnstructed them in those
labors and operations wherein he wanted theirtassis.

4. Moreover, the king built many ships in the EggptBay of the Red
Sea, in a certain place called Ezion-geber: itow called Berenice, and is
not far from the city Eloth. This country belongedmerly to the Jews, and
became useful for shipping from the donations a&hii king of Tyre; for he
sent a sufficient number of men thither for pil@sd such as were skillful in
navigation, to whom Solomon gave this command: Tthay should go
along with his own stewards to the land that wasl@fcalled Ophir, but now
the Aurea Chersonesus, which belongs to Indigttthfhim gold. And when
they had gathered four hundred talents togethes tRturned to the king
again.

5. There was then a woman queen of Egypt and BE#&)i¢p) she was
inquisitive into philosophy, and one that on otlecounts also was to be
admired. When this queen heard of the virtue andgmce of Solomon, she
had a great mind to see him; and the reports tleat \®very day abroad
induced her to come to him, she being desirousetgdiisfied by her own
experience, and not by a bare hearing; (for repibntis heard are likely
enough to comply with a false opinion, while thefoNy depend on the
credit of the relators;) so she resolved to comeitg and that especially in
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order to have a trial of his wisdom, while she @m®gd questions of very
great difficulty, and entreated that he would sotkeir hidden meaning.
Accordingly she came to Jerusalem with great smemad rich furniture;
for she brought with her camels laden with goldhveeveral sorts of sweet
spices, and with precious stones. Now, upon thg'kikind reception of her,
he both showed a great desire to please her, ang eamprehending in his
mind the meaning of the curious questions she pmoged to him, he
resolved them sooner than any body could have &qe&So she was
amazed at the wisdom of Solomon, and discoverddttivas more excellent
upon trial than what she had heard by report bbfmd; and especially she
was surprised at the fineness and largeness abyd palace, and not less
so at the good order of the apartments, for sherged that the king had
therein shown great wisdom; but she was beyond uneastonished at the
house which was called the Forest of Lebanon,sasatlthe magnificence of
his daily table, and the circumstances of its pr&g@n and ministration,
with the apparel of his servants that waited, amel gkillful and decent
management of their attendance: nor was she léssted with those daily
sacrifices which were offered to God, and the eAnefanagement which the
priests and Levites used about them. When shelsawldne every day, she
was in the greatest admiration imaginable, insontbahshe was not able to
contain the surprise she was in, but openly corte$®w wonderfully she
was affected; for she proceeded to discourse Wigh king, and thereby
owned that she was overcome with admiration atthireys before related;
and said, "All things indeed, O king, that cameotw knowledge by report,
came with uncertainty as to our belief of them; astto those good things
that to thee appertain, both such as thou thyseggssest, | mean wisdom
and prudence, and the happiness thou hast frorkitigglom, certainly the
same that came to us was no falsity; it was noy entrue report, but it
related thy happiness after a much lower mannear thaow see it to be
before my eyes. For as for the report, it only mfited to persuade our
hearing, but did not so make known the dignityhd things themselves as
does the sight of them, and being present among.thandeed, who did not
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believe what was reported, by reason of the mdiitand grandeur of the
things | inquired about, do see them to be muchenmumerous than they
were reported to be. Accordingly | esteem the Helpeople, as well as thy
servants and friends, to be happy, who enjoy tlesgmce and hear thy
wisdom every day continually. One would therefolesb God, who hath so
loved this country, and those that inhabit theramto make thee king over
them."

6. Now when the queen had thus demonstrated insnood deeply the
king had affected her, her disposition was knowrtéstain presents, for she
gave him twenty talents of gold, and an immensentityaof spices and
precious stones. (They say also that we possesedhef that balsam which
our country still bears by this woman's gift.) @plomon also repaid her
with many good things, and principally by bestowingon her what she
chose of her own inclination, for there was nothimgt she desired which he
denied her; and as he was very generous and liimeing own temper, so did
he show the greatness of his soul in bestowing enwhat she herself
desired of him. So when this queen of Ethiopia bbathined what we have
already given an account of, and had again comrmatetdcto the king what
she brought with her, she returned to her own kongd

Footnotes:

1. This signification of the name Pharaoh appearsdarbe. But what
Josephus adds presently, that no king of Egyptaaied Pharaoh after
Solomon's father-in-law, does hardly agree to apies, which have
long afterwards the names of Pharaoh Neehob, aachéfh Hophrah, 2
Kings 23:29; Jeremiah 44:30, besides the frequemttion of that name
Pharaoh in the prophets. However, Josephus himsdiis own speech
to the Jews, Of the War, B. V. ch. 9. sect. 4, kped Neehao, who was
also called Pharaoh, as the name of that king ofpEgvith whom
Abraham was concerned; of which name Neehao ydtave elsewhere
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no mention till the days of Josiah, but only of Riwd. And, indeed, it
must be conceded, that here, and sect. 5, we have mistakes made
by Josephus, and those relating to the kings opE@nd to that queen
of Egypt and Ethiopia, whom he supposes to haveedonsee Solomon,
than almost any where else in all his Antiquities.

. That this queen of Sheba was a queen of Sabeauth Boabia, and not
of Egypt and Ethiopia, as Josephus here assert$, 9gppose, now
generally agreed. And since Sabea is well knowhe@ country near
the sea in the south of Arabia Felix, which laythoftom Judea also;
and since our Savior calls this queen, "the quéé¢heosouth," and says,
"she came from the utmost parts of the earth,” et 12:42; Luke
11:31, which descriptions agree better to this Axdban to Egypt and
Ethiopia; there is little occasion for doubtingtims matter.

. Some blame Josephus for supposing that the balssmmmight be first
brought out of Arabia, or Egypt, or Ethiopia, iladea, by this queen of
Sheba, since several have said that of old no opitwtre this precious
balsam but Judea; yet it is not only false that balsam was peculiar to
Judea but both Egypt and Arabia, and particuladipes; had it; which
last was that very country whence Josephus, if nsholed not of
Ethiopia, but of Arabia, intimates this queen midining it first into
Judea. Nor are we to suppose that the queen oe&atmauld well omit
such a present as this balsam tree would be estebyn&olomon, in
case it were then almost peculiar to her own cquiNor is the mention
of balm or balsam, as carried by merchants, antlasen present out of
Judea by Jacob, to the governor of Egypt, Genesig5343:11, to be
alleged to the contrary, since what we there rerim#m or balsam,
denotes rather that turpentine which we now capentine of Chio, or
Cyprus, the juice of the turpentine tree, than phecious balm. This last
is also the same word that we elsewhere rendeh&éysame mistake
balm of Gilead; it should be rendered, the turpenof Gilead, Jeremiah
8:22.
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Chapter 7

The Death of Solomon

1. About the same time there were brought to ting kiom the Aurea
Chersonesus, a country so called, precious stamelspine trees, and these
trees he made use of for supporting the templett@mgalace, as also for the
materials of musical instruments, the harps and pbkalteries, that the
Levites might make use of them in their hymns ta Gidhe wood which was
brought to him at this time was larger and finarttany that had ever been
brought before; but let no one imagine that thaese frees were like those
which are now so named, and which take that themodchination from the
merchants, who so call them, that they may protueen to be admired by
those that purchase them; for those we speak of teethe sight like the
wood of the fig tree, but were whiter, and morenstg. Now we have said
thus much, that nobody may be ignorant of the diffiee between these
sorts of wood, nor unacquainted with the naturthefgenuine pine tree; and
we thought it both a seasonable and humane thihngnwve mentioned it,
and the uses the king made of it, to explain tiffer@nce so far as we have
done.

2. Now the weight of gold that was brought him veas hundred and
sixty-six talents, not including in that sum whatsvbrought by the
merchants, nor what the toparchs and kings of Arglive him in presents.
He also cast two hundred targets of gold, eacharhtweighing six hundred
shekels. He also made three hundred shields, eweeyweighing three
pounds of gold, and he had them carried and patthdt house which was
called The Forest of Lebanon. He also made cugmlof, and of [precious]
stones, for the entertainment of his guests, addirem adorned in the most
artificial manner; and he contrived that all hidet furniture of vessels
should be of gold, for there was nothing then tsble or bought for silver;
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for the king had many ships which lay upon the sédarsus, these he
commanded to carry out all sorts of merchandise timt remotest nations,
by the sale of which silver and gold were broughtite king, and a great
guantity of ivory, and Ethiopians, and apes; argl/thnished their voyage,
going and returning, in three years' time.

3. Accordingly there went a great fame all arouhd teighboring
countries, which proclaimed the virtue and wisdofrSolomon, insomuch
that all the kings every where were desirous tohsee as not giving credit
to what was reported, on account of its being atnmosredible: they also
demonstrated the regard they had for him by thegprts they made him; for
they sent him vessels of gold, and silver, and lpugarments, and many
sorts of spices, and horses, and chariots, andaag mules for his carriages
as they could find proper to please the king's ebgstheir strength and
beauty. This addition that he made to those cleant horses which he had
before from those that were sent him, augmentecdhtimeber of his chariots
by above four hundred, for he had a thousand befond augmented the
number of his horses by two thousand, for he hashtywthousand before.
These horses also were so much exercised, in todéeir making a fine
appearance, and running swiftly, that no otherdd;aapon the comparison,
appear either finer or swifter; but they were atethe most beautiful of all
others, and their swiftness was incomparable dlkeir riders also were a
further ornament to them, being, in the first plageung men in the most
delightful flower of their age, and being emineaot their largeness, and far
taller than other men. They had also very long ke#cdhair hanging down,
and were clothed in garments of Tyrian purple. Thay also dust of gold
every day sprinkled on their hair, so that theiadw sparkled with the
reflection of the sun-beams from the gold. The kimgiself rode upon a
chariot in the midst of these men, who were stllarmor, and had their
bows fitted to them. He had on a white garment, asdd to take his
progress out of the city in the morning. There wartain place about fifty
furlongs distant from Jerusalem, which is calleddsn, very pleasant it is in
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fine gardens, and abounding in rivulets of watg);thither did he use to go
out in the morning, sitting on high [in his char]ot

4. Now Solomon had a divine sagacity in all thinged was very
diligent and studious to have things done afteelagant manner; so he did
not neglect the care of the ways, but he laid s@aay of black stone along
the roads that led to Jerusalem, which was thd aitya both to render them
easy for travelers, and to manifest the grandetbisofiches and government.
He also parted his chariots, and set them in alaeguder, that a certain
number of them should be in every city, still kewpa few about him; and
those cities he called the cities of his charidisd the king made silver as
plentiful in Jerusalem as stones in the street;sanchultiplied cedar trees in
the plains of Judea, which did not grow there kesftinat they were like the
multitude of common sycamore trees. He also ordhitiee Egyptian
merchants that brought him their merchandise tbhsel a chariot, with a
pair of horses, for six hundred drachmae of silemg he sent them to the
kings of Syria, and to those kings that were beyieaphrates.

5. But although Solomon was become the most glerimiukings, and
the best beloved by God, and had exceeded in wisdahriches those that
had been rulers of the Hebrews before him, yetndidhe persevere in this
happy state till he died. Nay, he forsook the olegwn of the laws of his
fathers, and came to an end no way suitable tdavagoing history of him.
He grew mad in his love of women, and laid no estron himself in his
lusts; nor was he satisfied with the women of hosintry alone, but he
married many wives out of foreign nations; Sidostaand Tyrians, and
Ammonites, and Edomites; and he transgressed the ¢& Moses, which
forbade Jews to marry any but those that were @f thwn people. He also
began to worship their gods, which he did in ondethe gratification of his
wives, and out of his affection for them. This vehing our legislator
suspected, and so admonished us beforehand, thahodd not marry
women of other countries, lest we should be en&thglith foreign customs,
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and apostatize from our own; lest we should ledf/&dionor our own God,
and should worship their gods. But Solomon was rGlleeadlong into
unreasonable pleasures, and regarded not thosendmms; for when he
had married seven hundred wives, (2) the daughiérprinces and of
eminent persons, and three hundred concubinesthasé besides the king
of Egypt's daughter, he soon was governed by thiérhe came to imitate
their practices. He was forced to give them thisnaoestration of his
kindness and affection to them, to live accordiogthe laws of their
countries. And as he grew into years, and his redmrame weaker by
length of time, it was not sufficient to recalllis mind the institutions of his
own country; so he still more and more contemnesl dwn God, and
continued to regard the gods that his marriagesifiaodduced nay, before
this happened, he sinned, and fell into an errouathe observation of the
laws, when he made the images of brazen oxen upabsted the brazen sea,
(3) and the images of lions about his own throaettiese he made, although
it was not agreeable to piety so to do; and thididenotwithstanding that he
had his father as a most excellent and domestterpadf virtue, and knew
what a glorious character he had left behind himgabise of his piety
towards God. Nor did he imitate David, although Gwadl twice appeared to
him in his sleep, and exhorted him to imitate hahér. So he died
ingloriously. There came therefore a prophet to,hwihno was sent by God,
and told him that his wicked actions were not came@ from God; and
threatened him that he should not long rejoice mtwhe had done; that,
indeed, the kingdom should not be taken from himlevhe was alive,
because God had promised to his father David thavduld make him his
successor, but that he would take care that tlmaldtbefall his son when he
:‘was dead; not that he would withdraw all the pedpbm him, but that he
would give ten tribes to a servant of his, and éeamly two tribes to David's
grandson for his sake, because he loved God, artidcssake of the city of
Jerusalem, wherein he should have a temple.

6. When Solomon heard this he was grieved, andtlgreanfounded,
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upon this change of almost all that happiness wihiadh made him to be
admired, into so bad a state; nor had there muutle thassed after the
prophet had foretold what was coming before Godedhiup an enemy
against him, whose name was Ader, who took thewoflg occasion of his

enmity to him. He was a child of the stock of treoknites, and of the blood
royal; and when Joab, the captain of David's hiastl, waste the land of
Edom, and destroyed all that were men grown, aheltallbear arms, for six
months' time, this Hadad fled away, and came tadimathe king of Egypt,

who received him kindly, and assigned him a howsawell in, and a

country to supply him with food; and when he wasvgr up he loved him

exceedingly, insomuch that he gave him his wifestkes whose name was
Tahpenes, to wife, by whom he had a son; who wasdit up with the

king's children. When Hadad heard in Egypt thahlddavid and Joab were
dead, he came to Pharaoh, and desired that he weutat him to go to his

own country; upon which the king asked what it wiast he wanted, and
what hardship he had met with, that he was so alesito leave him. And

when he was often troublesome to him, and entrdatado dismiss him, he

did not then do it; but at the time when Solomaffairs began to grow
worse, on account of his forementioned transgrass{d) and God's anger
against him for the same, Hadad, by Pharaoh's psion, came to Edom;
and when he was not able to make the people forSakamon, for it was

kept under by many garrisons, and an innovation nedso be made with

safety, he removed thence, and came into Syriae the lighted upon one
Rezon, who had run away from Hadadezer, king ofaliolhis master, and
was become a robber in that country, and joineshélship with him, who

had already a band of robbers about him. So he wenand seized upon
that part of Syria, and was made king thereof. lde made incursions into
the land of Israel, and did it no small mischiefdapoiled it, and that in the
lifetime of Solomon. And this was the calamity whithe Hebrews suffered
by Hadad.

7. There was also one of Solomon's own nation tiieede an attempt
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against him, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who haexgaectation of rising,
from a prophecy that had been made to him longrbefde was left a child
by his father, and brought up by his mother; angémBolomon saw that he
was of an active and bold disposition, he made thiencurator of the walls
which he built round about Jerusalem; and he tawk €£are of those works,
that the king approved of his behavior, and gavm, las a reward for the
same, the charge of the tribe of Joseph. And wbentahat time Jeroboam
was once going out of Jerusalem, a prophet of ityeShilo, whose name
was Ahijah, met him and saluted him; and when he ta&ken him a little
aside to a place out of the way, where there wasm® other person present,
he rent the garment he had on into twelve pieass bed Jeroboam take ten
of them; and told him beforehand, that "this is Wi of God; he will part
the dominion of Solomon, and give one tribe, whhttwhich is next it, to
his son, because of the promise made to David ifosinccession, and will
have ten tribes to thee, because Solomon hath dsiagainst him, and
delivered up himself to women, and to their godseifg therefore thou
knowest the cause for which God hath changed hmlmand is alienated
from Solomon, be thou

8. So Jeroboam was elevated by these words ofrtdpet; and being a
young man, (5) of a warm temper, and ambitiousreapess, he could not
be quiet; and when he had so great a charge igabernment, and called to
mind what had been revealed to him by Ahijah, héeanored to persuade
the people to forsake Solomon, to make a distudaand to bring the
government over to himself. But when Solomon undexs his intention and
treachery, he sought to catch him and kill him; betoboam was informed
of it beforehand, and fled to Shishak, the kindgeglpt, and there abode till
the death of Solomon; by which means he gainedeth@&s advantages to
suffer no harm from Solomon, and to be preserveadtie kingdom. So
Solomon died when he was already an old man, haeigged eighty years,
and lived ninety-four. He was buried in Jerusal@aving been superior to
all other kings in happiness, and riches, and wisdexcepting that when he
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was growing into years he was deluded by women teamsgressed the law;
concerning which transgressions, and the miseri@shnabefell the Hebrews
thereby, | think proper to discourse at anotheroopmity.

Footnotes:

1. Whether these fine gardens and rivulets of Ethdrautsix miles from
Jerusalem, whither Solomon rode so often in steajot those alluded
to, Ecclesiastes 2:5, 6, where he says, "He made dardens and
orchards, and planted trees in them of all kind$érats: he made him
pools of water, to water the wood that bringethlitfdrees;" and to the
finest part whereof he seems to allude, when, m @anticles, he
compares his spouse to a garden "enclosed,” tprangsshut up," to a
"fountain sealed," ch. 4. 12 (part of which fronmgeaare still extant, as
Mr. Matmdrell informs us, page 87, 88); cannot nbe certainly
determined, but may very probably be conjecturedt Bhether this
Etham has any relation to those rivers of EthamclvRrovidence once
dried up in a miraculous manner, Psalm 74:15, & 8eptuagint, |
cannot say.

2. These seven hundred wives, or the daughters of gresa, and the three
hundred concubines, the daughters of the ignokdé&enone thousand in
all; and are, | suppose, those very one thousanohemointimated
elsewhere by Solomon himself, when he speaks afigtisraving found
one [good] woman among that very number, Ecclessas28.

3. Josephus is here certainly too severe upon Solowlom, in making the
cherubims, and these twelve brazen oxen, seemave® done no more
than imitate the patterns left him by David, whigkre all given David
by Divine inspiration. See my description of thenpdes, ch. 10. And
although God gave no direction for the lions thddraed his throne, yet
does not Solomon seem therein to have broken amyofaVioses; for
although the Pharisees and latter Rabbins havendedethe second
commandment, to forbid the very making of any imapgeugh without
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any intention to have it worshipped, yet do noupose that Solomon
so understood it, nor that it ought to be so urtdes The making any
other altar for worship but that at the tabernaess equally forbidden
by Moses, Antig. B. IV. ch. 8. sect. 5; yet did rtlbé two tribes and a
half offend when they made an altar for a memauialy, Joshua 22,
Antig. B. V. ch. 1. sect. 26, 27.

. Since the beginning of Solomon's evil life and adirg was the time
when Hadad or Ader, who was born at least twenthiory years before
Solomon came to the crown, in the days of Davidjabeto give him
disturbance, this implies that Solomon's evil libegan early, and
continued very long, which the multitude of his @svand concubines
does imply also; | suppose when he was not fifgrgef age.

. This youth of Jeroboam, when Solomon built the svafl righteous and
keep the laws, because he hath proposed to thegréagest of all
rewards for thy piety, and the honor thou shalt fpagod, namely, to be
as greatly exalted as thou knowest David to haws Belerusalem, not
very long after he had finished his twenty yeargdmg of the temple
and his own palace, or not very long after the ty«ourth of his reign,
1 Kings 9:24; 2 Chronicles 8:11, and his youth hsti# mentioned,
when Solomon's wickedness was become intolerablly, donfirm my
former observation, that such his wickedness begaly, and continued
very long. See Ecclus. 47:14.
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Chapter 8

Jeroboam Ordained King Over the Ten Tribes

1. Now when Solomon was dead, and his son Reholp@mwas born
of an Amntonite wife; whose name was Naamah) hadeaded him in the
kingdom, the rulers of the multitude sent immedyaieto Egypt, and called
back Jeroboam; and when he was come to them, tccitheShethem,
Rehoboam came to it also, for he had resolved ¢tadeehimself king to the
Israelites while they were there gathered togetherthe rulers of the people,
as well as Jeroboam, came to him, and besoughtadmchsaid that he ought
to relax, and to be gentler than his father, ingbevitude he had imposed on
them, because they had borne a heavy yoke, andhiatthey should be
better affected to him, and be well contented teesim under his moderate
government, and should do it more out of love tfeam. But Rehoboam told
them they should come to him again in three day®,twhen he would give
an answer to their request. This delay gave ocedsi@ present suspicion,
since he had not given them a favorable answendw mind immediately;
for they thought that he should have given thenumdne answer off-hand,
especially since he was but young. However, thegudght that this
consultation about it, and that he did not pregsegille them a denial,
afforded them some good hope of success.

2. Rehoboam now called his father's friends, andsad with them
what sort of answer he ought to give to the mudetuupon which they gave
him the advice which became friends, and those khatv the temper of
such a multitude. They advised him to speak in & wmare popular than
suited the grandeur of a king, because he wouldellyeoblige them to
submit to him with goodwill, it being most agreeahb subjects that their
kings should be almost upon the level with themt BRehoboam rejected
this so good, and in general so profitable, ad\itevas such, at least, at that
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time when he was to be made king,) God himselfjppsse, causing what
was most advantageous to be condemned by him. Salled for the young

men who were brought up with him, and told them wddvice the elders
had given him, and bade them speak what they thdwgbught to do. They
advised him to give the following answer to the gleo(for neither their

youth nor God himself suffered them to discern wilvas best): That his
little finger should be thicker than his fatheosk; and if they had met with
hard usage from his father, they should experieanaeh rougher treatment
from him; and if his father had chastised them withips, they must expect
that he would do it with scorpions. (1) The kingsydeased with this advice,
and thought it agreeable to the dignity of his gowgent to give them such
an answer. Accordingly, when the multitude was cdaggether to hear his
answer on the third day, all the people were iragexpectation, and very
intent to hear what the king would say to them, andposed they should
hear somewhat of a kind nature; but he passed<iriends, and answered
as the young men had given him counsel. Now this e@ne according to
the will of God, that what Ahijah had foretold migilome to pass.

3. By these words the people were struck as it wgrall iron hammer,
and were so grieved at the words, as if they heshdY felt the effects of
them; and they had great indignation at the kimgt all cried out aloud, and
said, "We will have no longer any relation to Dawidhis posterity after this
day." And they said further, "We only leave to Rebam the temple which
his father built;" and they threatened to forsaks.Nay, they were so bitter,
and retained their wrath so long, that when he Adoram, which was over
the tribute, that he might pacify them, and rertdtem milder, and persuade
them to forgive him, if he had said any thing thats rash or grievous to
them in his youth, they would not hear it, but thrgtones at him, and killed
him. When Rehoboam saw this, he thought himselediat by those stones
with which they had killed his servant, and fealest he should undergo the
last of punishments in earnest; so he got immdgliatéo his chariot, and
fled to Jerusalem, where the tribe of Judah antd dh&8enjamin ordained
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him king; but the rest of the multitude forsook smns of David from that
day, and appointed Jeroboam to be the ruler of fhdilic affairs. Upon this
Rehoboam, Solomon's son, assembled a great cotigregd those two
tribes that submitted to him, and was ready to takeundred and eighty
thousand chosen men out of the army, to make amdiign against
Jeroboam and his people, that he might force themdr to be his servants;
but he was forbidden of God by the prophet [Shehjd@go to war, for that
it was not just that brethren of the same contrguh fight one against
another. He also said that this defection of thétitnde was according to the
purpose of God. So he did not proceed in this etpaed And now | will
relate first the actions of Jeroboam the king oéd§ after which we will
relate what are therewith connected, the actiori®etfoboam, the king of the
two tribes; by this means we shall preserve thedgmaler of the history
entire.

4. When therefore Jeroboam had built him a palad¢be city Shechem,
he dwelt there. He also built him another at Peraielty so called. And now
the feast of tabernacles was approaching in ae litttne, Jeroboam
considered, that if he should permit the multittdego to worship God at
Jerusalem, and there to celebrate the festivay, wwaild probably repent of
what they had done, and be enticed by the temptebg the worship of God
there performed, and would leave him, and returthéar first kings; and if
so, he should run the risk of losing his own lif®g he invented this
contrivance; He made two golden heifers, and duit little temples for
them, the one in the city Bethel, and the othedam, which last was at the
fountains of the Lesser Jordan (2) and he put &ifeids into both the little
temples, in the forementioned cities. And when &e talled those ten tribes
together over whom he ruled, he made a speecletpebple in these words:
"l suppose, my countrymen, that you know this, thadry place hath God in
it; nor is there any one determinate place in whnehs, but he every where
hears and sees those that worship him; on whichuatd do not think it
right for you to go so long a journey to Jerusalarhich is an enemy's city,
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to worship him. It was a man that built the temgldtave also made two
golden heifers, dedicated to the same God; andottee of them | have
consecrated in the city Bethel, and the other in,a the end that those of
you that dwell nearest those cities may go to themad, worship God there;
and | will ordain for you certain priests and Legtfrom among yourselves,
that you may have no want of the tribe of Levipobthe sons of Aaron; but
let him that is desirous among you of being a priesng to God a bullock
and a ram, which they say Aaron the first priestulght also." When
Jeroboam had said this, he deluded the peoplenadée them to revolt from
the worship of their forefathers, and to transgtbesr laws. This was the
beginning of miseries to the Hebrews, and the caubg they were
overcome in war by foreigners, and so fell intotsaty. But we shall relate
those things in their proper places hereafter.

5. When the feast [of tabernacles] was just appriogc Jeroboam was
desirous to celebrate it himself in Bethel, asttel two tribes celebrate it in
Jerusalem. Accordingly he built an altar before hileder, and undertook to
be high priest himself. So he went up to the altatty his own priests about
him; but when he was going to offer the sacrifiaad the burnt-offerings, in
the sight of all the people, a prophet, whose namg Jadon, was sent by
God, and came to him from Jerusalem, who stoodhe rhidst of the
multitude, and in the 'hearing of' the king, andediing his discourse to the
altar, said thus: God foretells that there shalhbmertain man of the family
of David, Josiah by name, who shall slay upon tihese false priests that
shall live at that time, and upon thee shall bine lhones of those deceivers
of the people, those impostors' and wicked wretclhtssvever, that this
people may believe that these things shall so dompass, | foretell a sign to
them that shall also come to pass. This altar dhalloroken to pieces
immediately, and all the fat of the sacrifices tlsatpon it shall be poured
upon the ground." When the prophet had said tlesphbam fell into a
passion, and stretched out his hand, and bid thgnmald of him; but that
hand which he stretched out was enfeebled, andasenat able to pull it in

53



again to him, for it was become withered, and hdogn, as if it were a
dead hand. The altar also was broken to piecesalhticht was upon it was
poured out, as the prophet had foretold should ctampass. So the king
understood that he was a man of veracity, and Haoiae foreknowledge;
and entreated him to pray to God that he wouldoreshis right hand.
Accordingly the prophet did pray to God to graninhhat request. So the
king, having his hand recovered to its naturakstadjoiced at it, and invited
the prophet to sup with him; but Jadon said thatdwdd not endure to come
into his house, nor to taste of bread or watehis tity, for that was a thing
God had forbidden him to do; as also to go backhleysame way which he
came, but he said he was to return by another %ayhe king wondered at
the abstinence of the man, but was himself in f@aususpecting a change of
his affairs for the worse, from what had been saidim.

Footnotes:

1. That by scorpions is not here meant that small ahsu called, which
was never used in corrections, but either a shiudze bush, or else
some terrible sort of whip of the like nature see&dsbn's and
Spanheim's notes here.

2. Whether these "fountains of the Lesser Jordan" wweeg a place called
Dan, and the fountains of the Greater near a malted Jor, before their
conjunction; or whether there was only one fountanmsing at the lake
Phiala, at first sinking under ground, and thesiag near the mountain
Paneum, and thence running through the lake Scrmachto the Sea of
Galilee, and so far called the Lesser Jordan; idlyaertain, even in
Josephus himself, though the latter account be ntlost probable.
However, the northern idolatrous calf, set up byBdeam, was where
Little Jordan fell into Great Jordan, near a plaedled Daphnae, as
Josephus elsewhere informs us, Of the War, B. liW1csect. 1: see the
note there.
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Chapter 9

Jadon the Prophet Was Slain by a Lion

1. Now there was a certain wicked man in that oo was a false
prophet, whom Jeroboam had in great esteem, butle@sved by him and
his flattering words. This man was bedrid, by re@asothe infirmities of old
age: however, he was informed by his sons conaogithi@ prophet that was
come from Jerusalem, and concerning the signs bipiém; and how, when
Jeroboam's right hand had been enfeebled, at tphet's prayer he had it
revived again. Whereupon he was afraid that tin@sger and prophet should
be in better esteem with the king than himself, abigin greater honor from
him: and he gave orders to his sons to saddledsipiesently, and make all
ready that he might go out. Accordingly they madesté to do what they
were commanded, and he got upon the ass and falafter the prophet.;
and when he had overtaken him, as he was restmgeffiunder a very large
oak tree that was thick and shady, he at firsttedltnim, but presently he
complained of him, because he had not come inthduse, and partaken of
his hospitality. And when the other said that Gad lforbidden him to taste
of any one's provision in that city, he repliedatthfor certain God had not
forbidden that | should set food before thee, fam a prophet as thou art,
and worship God in the same manner that thou a@nst;l am now come as
sent by him, in order to bring thee into my howm®al make thee my guest.”
Now Jadon gave credit to this lying prophet, artdrreed back with him. But
when they were at dinner, and merry together, Goukared to Jadon, and
said that he should suffer punishment for transyngshis commands, - and
he told him what that punishment should be for &id that he should meet
with a lion as he was going on his way, by whi@dnlhe should be torn in
pieces, and be deprived of burial in the sepulclériis fathers; which
things came to pass, as | suppose, according taviheof God, that so
Jeroboam might not give heed to the words of Jadoof one that had been
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convicted of lying. However, as Jadon was agaimgao Jerusalem, a lion
assaulted him, and pulled him off the beast he mjeand slew him; yet did
he not at all hurt the ass, but sat by him, and kap, as also the prophet's
body. This continued till some travelers that sawame and told it in the
city to the false prophet, who sent his sons, amdight the body unto the
city, and made a funeral for him at great expeHgealso charged his sons to
bury himself with him and said that all which hedhfaretold against that
city, and the altar, and priests, and false praphveduld prove true; and that
if he were buried with him, he should receive njarilous treatment after his
death, the bones not being then to be distinguisisetider. But now, when
he had performed those funeral rites to the prophed had given that
charge to his sons, as he was a wicked and an uspan, he goes to
Jeroboam, and says to him, "And wherefore is it tloat thou art disturbed
at the words of this silly fellow?" And when thengihad related to him what
had happened about the altar, and about his owd, leard gave him the
names of divine man, and an excellent prophet,nueavored by a wicked
trick to weaken that his opinion; and by using plale words concerning
what had happened, he aimed to injure the truth waes in them; for he
attempted to persuade him that his hand was emfgdiy the labor it had
undergone in supporting the sacrifices, and thamnups resting awhile it
returned to its former nature again; and that athéoaltar, it was but new,
and had borne abundance of sacrifices, and thoge tanes too, and was
accordingly broken to pieces, and fallen down by weight of what had
been laid upon it. He also informed him of the Hezthim that had foretold
those things, and how he perished; [whence he adadl that] he had not
any thing in him of a prophet, nor spake any thikg one. When he had
thus spoken, he persuaded the king, and entireyatked his mind from
God, and from doing works that were righteous anty,handencouraged
him to go on in his impious practices (1) and adouagly he was to that
degree injurious to God, and so great a transgresisat he sought for
nothing else every day but how he might be guiftgamme new instances of
wickedness, and such as should be more deteskatriemhat he had been so
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insolent as to do before. And so much shall atemesuffice to have said
concerning Jeroboam.

Footnote:

1. How much a larger and better copy Josephus hadisnrémarkable
history of the true prophet of Judea, and his conegth Jeroboam, and
with the false prophet of Bethel, than our othguies have, is evident at
first sight. The prophet's very name, Jadon, othasConstitutions call
him, Adonias, is wanting in our other copies; ahdsithere, with no
little absurdity, said that God revealed Jadontithe prophet's death, not
to himself as here, hut to the false prophet. Wéretihe particular
account of the arguments made use of, after allthieyfalse prophet
against his own belief and his own conscience, roleioto persuade
Jeroboam to persevere in his idolatry and wickesinttgn which more
plausible could not be invented, was intimatedasephus's copy, or in
some other ancient book, cannot now be determioed;other copies
say not one word of it.
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Chapter 10

God Inflicted Punishment Upon Rehoboam

1. Now Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, who, as we Isefore, was
king of the two tribes, built strong and large esti Bethlehem, and Etare,
and Tekoa, and Bethzur, and Shoco, and Adullam,ljpawl, and Maresha,
and Ziph, and Adorlam, and Lachlsh, and Azekah, Zmidhh, and Aijalon,
and Hebron; these he built first of all in the ¢ribf Judah. He also built other
large cities in the tribe of Benjamin, and walldterh about, and put
garrisons in them all, and captains, and a greal afecorn, and wine, and
oil, and he furnished every one of them plentifuligh other provisions that
were necessary for sustenance; moreover, he puinhghields and spears
for many ten thousand men. The priests also that weall Israel, and the
Levites, and if there were any of the multitudet thare good and righteous
men, they gathered themselves together to himngaeift their own cities,
that they might worship God in Jerusalem; for tesre not willing to be
forced to worship the heifers which Jeroboam haddenaand they
augmented the kingdom of Rehoboam for three yeans. after he had
married a woman of his own kindred, and had bythezxe children born to
him, he married also another of his own kindredowhas daughter of
Absalom by Tamar, whose name was Maachah, and bhééad a son,
whom he named Abijah. He had moreover many othddrein by other
wives, but he loved Maachah above them all. Now hael eighteen
legitimate wives, and thirty concubines; and he bhah to him twenty-eight
sons and threescore daughters; but he appointgdhAlwhom he had by
Maachah, to be his successor in the kingdom, angisited him already with
the treasures and the strongest cities.

2. Now | cannot but think that the greatness ofirgdtom, and its
change into prosperity, often become the occasibmischief and of
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transgression to men; for when Rehoboam saw trsakingdom was so
much increased, he went out of the right way untwighteous and
irreligious practices, and he despised the worgtfigsod, till the people
themselves imitated his wicked actions: for sostially happens, that the
manners of subjects are corrupted at the same witle those of their
governors, which subjects then lay aside their solmer way of living, as a
reproof of their governors' intemperate coursed, fatlow their wickedness
as if it were virtue; for it is not possible to sihhahat men approve of the
actions of their kings, unless they do the samerstwith them. Agreeable
whereto it now happened to the subjects of Rehobdamwhen he was
grown impious, and a transgressor himself, theyeamdred not to offend
him by resolving still to be righteous. But God s8hishak, king of Egypt,
to punish them for their unjust behavior towardmhconcerning whom
Herodotus was mistaken, and applied his actionsSégostris; for this
Shishak, (1) in the fifth year of the reign of RbBbam, made an expedition
[into Judea] with many ten thousand men; for he bad thousand two
hundred chariots in number that followed him, ahdeé¢score thousand
horsemen, and four hundred thousand footmen. Thed®ought with him,
and they were the greatest part of them Libyans Btidopians. Now
therefore when he fell upon the country of the leals, he took the strongest
cities of Rehoboam's kingdom without fighting; amdhen he had put
garrisons in them, he came last of all to Jerusalem

3. Now when Rehoboam, and the multitude with hirerevshut up in
Jerusalem by the means of the army of Shishak,vdreh they besought
God to give them victory and deliverance, they dowt persuade God to be
on their side. But Shemaiah the prophet told thérat God threatened to
forsake them, as they had themselves forsakendrnsp. When they heard
this, they were immediately in a consternation afdnand seeing no way of
deliverance, they all earnestly set themselvesafess that God might
justly overlook them, since they had been guiltynmbiety towards him, and
had let his laws lie in confusion. So when God $sagm in that disposition,
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and that they acknowledge their sins, he told ttoplpet that he would not
destroy them, but that he would, however, make tlsmrvants to the
Egyptians, that they may learn whether they wiffesuless by serving men
or God. So when Shishak had taken the city withioghting, because
Rehoboam was afraid, and received him into it,dygtnot Shishak stand to
the covenants he had made, but he spoiled the ¢erapd emptied the
treasures of God, and those of the king, and chmwié innumerable ten
thousands of gold and silver, and left nothinglibehind him. He also took
away the bucklers of gold, and the shields, whicho®on the king had
made; nay, he did not leave the golden quivers hwbiavid had taken from
the king of Zobah, and had dedicated to God; anelhwite had thus done, he
returned to his own kingdom. Now Herodotus of Haliassus mentions this
expedition, having only mistaken the king's namag &n saying that] he
made war upon many other nations also, and brobgté of Palestine into
subjection, and took the men that were thereinopass without fighting.
Now it is manifest that he intended to declare thatnation was subdued by
him; for he saith that he left behind him pillars the land of those that
delivered themselves up to him without fightingdagngraved upon them
the secret parts of women. Now our king Rehoboahvated up our city
without fighting. He says withal (2) that the Etpians learned to circumcise
their privy parts from the Egyptians, with this &duh, that the Phoenicians
and Syrians that live in Palestine confess thal tlearned it of the
Egyptians. Yet it is evident that no other of thei&s that live in Palestine,
besides us alone, are circumcised. But as to satters, let every one speak
what is agreeable to his own opinion.

4. When Shishak was gone away, king Rehoboam madedrs and
shields of brass, instead of those of gold, and/eleld the same number of
them to the keepers of the king's palace. So,adsté warlike expeditions,
and that glory which results from those public @a$, he reigned in great
guietness, though not without fear, as being alvaay®nemy to Jeroboam,
and he died when he had lived fifty-seven yeard, r@gned seventeen. He
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was in his disposition a proud and a foolish mamj &st [part of his]
dominions by not hearkening to his father's frientle was buried in
Jerusalem, in the sepulchers of the kings; anddnsAbijah succeeded him
in the kingdom, and this in the eighteenth yeaderbboam's reign over the
ten tribes; and this was the conclusion of theairaf It must be now our
business to relate the affairs of Jeroboam, and l@wnded his life; for he
ceased not nor rested to be injurious to God, betyeday raised up altars
upon high mountains, and went on making priestobtlie multitude.

Footnotes:

1. That this Shishak was not the same person witliaim®us Sesostris, as
some have very lately, in contradiction to all quily, supposed, and
that our Josephus did not take him to be the sasméhey pretend, but
that Sesostris was many centuries earlier thanh8kissee Authent.
Records, part Il. page 1024.

2. Herodotus, as here quoted by Josephus, and gsatgage still stands in
his present copies, B. Il. ch. 14., affirms, th#ie" Phoenicians and
Syrians in Palestine [which last are generally sgpd to denote the
Jews] owned their receiving circumcision from thgygtians;" whereas
it is abnudantly evident that the Jews received ttiecumcision from
the patriarch Abraham, Genesis 17:9-14; John 222as | conclude the
Egyptian priests themselves did also. It is notdfee very unlikely
that Herodotus, because the Jews had lived lofgyypt, and came out
of it circumcised, did thereupon think they hadteal that circumcision
in Egypt, and had it not broke. Manetho, the famdtgyptian
chronologer and historian, who knew the historyhaf own country
much better than Herodotus, complains frequentlgiimistakes about
their affairs, as does Josephus more than ond¢esichapter. Nor indeed
does Herodotus seem at all acquainted with theasffdthe Jews; for as
he never names them, so little or nothing of whatshys about them,
their country, or maritime cities, two of which reone mentions,
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Cadytus and Jenysus, proves true; nor indeed de Hypear to have
ever been any such cities on their coast.
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Chapter 11

Baasha Destroyed All the House of Jeroboam

1. However, God was in no long time ready to retigeroboam's wicked
actions, and the punishment they deserved, upoownshead, and upon the
heads of all his house. And whereas a soil of dyssick at that time, who
was called Abijah, he enjoined his wife to lay asiebr robes, and to take the
garments belonging to a private person, and tagdhijah the prophet, for
that he was a wonderful man in foretelling fut@sti it having been he who
told me that | should be king. He also enjoined tmdren she came to him, to
inquire concerning the child, as if she were angfea, whether he should
escape this distemper. So she did as her husbaedhes, and changed her
habit, and came to the city Shiloh, for there dituj&h live. And as she was
going into his house, his eyes being then dim awgh, God appeared to him,
and informed him of two things; that the wife ofaloam was come to him,
and what answer he should make to her inquiry. Atinogly, as the woman
was coming into the house like a private personasttanger, he cried out,
"Come in, O thou wife of Jeroboam! Why concealbésttthyself? Thou art
not concealed from God, who hath appeared to me,irdformed me that
thou wast coming, and hath given me in command Wwkhall say to thee."
So he said that she should go away to her huslaamtdspeak to him thus:
"Since | made thee a great man when thou wad, ldtl rather wast nothing,
and rent the kingdom from the house of David, aadegt to thee, and thou
hast been unmindful of these benefits, hast ldfingf worship, hast made
thee molten gods and honored them, | will in likearmer cast thee down
again, and will destroy all thy house, and makentlieod for the dogs and
the fowls; for a certain king is rising up, by apgment, over all this people,
who shall leave none of the family of Jeroboam remg. The multitude
also shall themselves partake of the same punishraed shall be cast out
of this good land, and shall be scattered intoplages beyond Euphrates,
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because they have followed the wicked practicesheir king, and have
worshipped the gods that he made, and forsakenagnfises. But do thou,
O woman, make haste back to thy husband, and itelltiis message; but
thou shalt then find thy son dead, for as thourestehe city he shall depart
this life; yet shall he be buried with the lameiatatof all the multitude, and
honored with a general mourning, for he was thg person of goodness of
Jeroboam's family." When the prophet had foretb&bé events, the woman
went hastily away with a disordered mind, and dyegieved at the death of
the forenamed child. So she was in lamentatiorhasngent along the road,
and mourned for the death of her son, that wasguband. She was indeed
in a miserable condition at the unavoidable misahis death, and went
apace, but in circumstances very unfortunate, Isecad her son: for the
greater haste she made, she would the sooner ssernéead, yet was she
forced to make such haste on account of her husBarwdrdingly, when she
was come back, she found that the child had giverthe ghost, as the
prophet had said; and she related all the circumstato the king.

2. Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of these thingksdart, but he brought
together a very numerous army, and made a warldpgedition against
Abijah, the son of Rehoboam, who had succeedeththisr in the kingdom
of the two tribes; for he despised him becausasffge. But when he heard
of the expedition of Jeroboam, he was not affrighdé it, but proved of a
courageous temper of mind, superior both to higlty@nd to the hopes of
his enemy; so he chose him an army out of the tives, and met Jeroboam
at a place called Mount Zemaraim, and pitched ampnear the other, and
prepared everything necessary for the fight. Himyaiconsisted of four
hundred thousand, but the army of Jeroboam wasleldalt. Now as the
armies stood in array, ready for action and dangerd were just going to
fight, Abijah stood upon an elevated place, andkbeing with his hand, he
desired the multitude and Jeroboam himself to hestrwith silence what he
had to say. And when silence was made, he begspetak, and told them, -
"God had consented that David and his posteritylshioe their rulers for all
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time to come, and this you yourselves are not wmaoted with; but |
cannot but wonder how you should forsake my fathed, join yourselves to
his servant Jeroboam, and are now here with hifight against those who,
by God's own determination, are to reign, and tprigde them of that
dominion which they have still retained; for astte greater part of it,
Jeroboam is unjustly in possession of it. HoweVeo not suppose he will
enjoy it any longer; but when he hath suffered thatishment which God
thinks due to him for what is past, he will lea¥&tbe transgressions he hath
been guilty of, and the injuries he hath offerethitn, and which he hath still
continued to offer and hath persuaded you to dostree: yet when you
were not any further unjustly treated by my fathlean that he did not speak
to you so as to please you, and this only in coanpke with the advice of
wicked men, you in anger forsook him, as you pr¢el) but, in reality, you
withdrew yourselves from God, and from his lawfh@lgh it had been right
for you to have forgiven a man that was young ie, @mnd not used to govern
people, not only some disagreeable words, butifybuth and unskilfulness
in affairs had led him into some unfortunate acticemd that for the sake of
his father Solomon, and the benefits you receiveththim; for men ought
to excuse the sins of posterity on account of teebactions of parent; but
you considered nothing of all this then, neitherydo consider it now, but
come with so great an army against us. And whdtyisu depend upon for
victory? Is it upon these golden heifers, and tie@sthat you have on high
places, which are demonstrations of your impietyd anot of religious
worship? Or is it the exceeding multitude of yotmwa which gives you such
good hopes? Yet certainly there is no strengthl & @an army of many ten
thousands, when the war is unjust; for we ouglglace our surest hopes of
success against our enemies in righteousness aoidejn piety towards
God; which hope we justly have, since we have Kbptlaws from the
beginning, and have worshipped our own God, who nedsnade by hands
out of corruptible matter; nor was he formed by iaked king, in order to
deceive the multitude; but who is his own workmapshl) and the
beginning and end of all things. | therefore givaiycounsel even now to
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repent, and to take better advice, and to leavéhefprosecution of the war;
to call to mind the laws of your country, and tlleet what it hath been that
hath advanced you to so happy a state as you ar@rio

3. This was the speech which Abijah made to thetitadeé. But while
he was still speaking Jeroboam sent some of hidiessl privately to
encompass Abijab round about, on certain parthefcamp that were not
taken notice of; and when he was thus within themass of the enemy, his
army was affrighted, and their courage failed thénot; Abijah encouraged
them, and exhorted them to place their hopes on, @odhat he was not
encompassed by the enemy. So they all at once iatplthe Divine
assistance, while the priests sounded with the gatmand they made a
shout, and fell upon their enemies, and God brakeburage and cast down
the force of their enemies, and made Ahijah's asuperior to them; for God
vouchsafed to grant them a wonderful and very faanoatory; and such a
slaughter was now made of Jeroboam's army (2) mever recorded to have
happened in any other war, whether it were of theels or of the
Barbarians, for they overthrew [and slew] five hredl thousand of their
enemies, and they took their strongest cities Ibyefoand spoiled them; and
besides those, they did the same to Bethel antbhers, and Jeshanah and
her towns. And after this defeat Jeroboam nevavered himself during the
life of Abijah, who yet did not long survive, forelreigned but three years,
and was buried in Jerusalem in the sepulchers offdrefathers. He left
behind him twenty-two sons, and sixteen daughtens, he had also those
children by fourteen wives; and Asa his son sucedead the kingdom; and
the young man's mother was Michaiah. Under hisnréing country of the
Israelites enjoyed peace for ten years.

4. And so far concerning Abijah, the son of Rehabo#he son of
Solomon, as his history hath come down to us. Brahbam, the king of the
ten tribes, died when he had governed them twawwadty years; whose son
Nadab succeeded him, in the second year of then refgAsa. Now
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Jeroboam's son governed two years, and resemtdddther in impiety and

wickedness. In these two years he made an expedigainst Gibbethon, a
city of the Philistines, and continued the siegernder to take it; but he was
conspired against while he was there by a friendiisf whose name was
Baasha, the son of Ahijah, and was slain; whichsBaaook the kingdom
after the other's death, and destroyed the whalsédof Jeroboam. It also
came to pass, according as God had foretold, thatesof Jeroboam's
kindred that died in the city were torn to pieces a@evoured by dogs, and
that others of them that died in the fields werm tand devoured by the
fowls. So the house of Jeroboam suffered the jusishment of his impiety,

and of his wicked actions.

Footnotes:

1. This is a strange expression in Josephus, that Godiis own
workmanship, or that he made himself, contraryamimon sense and to
catholic Christianity; perhaps he only means thatwas not made by
one, but was unoriginated.

2. By this terrible and perfectly unparalleled slawghof five hundred
thousand men of the newly idolatrous and rebellitars tribes, God's
high displeasure and indignation against that tipland rebellion fully
appeared; the remainder were thereby seriouslyorea not to persist
in them, and a kind of balance or equilibrium waed between the ten
and the two tribes for the time to come; while otvise the perpetually
idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes would natyraillave been too
powerful for the two tribes, which were pretty fusmtly free both from
such idolatry and rebellion; nor is there any reasodoubt of the truth
of the prodigious number upmost: signal an occasion
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Chapter 12

Zimri Got the Kingdom As Did His Son Ahab After
Him

1. Now Asa, the king of Jerusalem, was of an egoéltharacter, and
had a regard to God, and neither did nor desigmgdtlzing but what had
relation to the observation of the laws. He madee@rmation of his
kingdom, and cut off whatsoever was wicked theramg purified it from
every impurity. Now he had an army of chosen mext tere armed with
targets and spears; out of the tribe of Judah thueelred thousand; and out
of the tribe of Benjamin, that bore shields andndb®ws, two hundred and
fifty thousand. But when he had already reignedytears, Zerah, king of
Ethiopia, (1) made an expedition against him, vatlyreat army, of nine
hundred thousand footmen, and one hundred thousarsgmen, and three
hundred chariots, and came as far as Mareshalty sghat belonged to the
tribe of Judah. Now when Zerah had passed so fidr s own army, Asa
met him, and put his army in array over against,hima valley called
Zephathah, not far from the city; and when he she multitude of the
Ethiopians, he cried out, and besought God to girethe victory, and that
he might kill many ten thousands of the enemy: ,'Fsaid he, (2) "I depend
on nothing else but that assistance which | exfseat thee, which is able to
make the fewer superior to the more numerous, &edweaker to the
stronger; and thence it is alone that | ventunméet Zerah, and fight him."

2. While Asa was saying this, God gave him a sigifavictory, and
joining battle cheerfully on account of what GoddHaretold about it, he
slew a great many of the Ethiopians; and when lieplod them to flight, he
pursued them to the country of Gerar; and when th&yoff killing their
enemies, they betook themselves to spoiling théon,the city Gerar was
already taken,) and to spoiling their camp, so they carried off much gold,
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and much silver, and a great deal of [other] pay] camels, and great
cattle, and flocks of sheep. Accordingly, when Amad his army had
obtained such a victory, and such wealth from Gth#dy returned to

Jerusalem. Now as they were coming, a prophet, evhasne was Azariah,
met them on the road, and bade them stop theingyua little; and began to
say to them thus: That the reason why they hadirautahis victory from

God was this, that they had showed themselvesedgistand religious men,
and had done every thing according to the will aldGthat therefore, he
said, if they persevered therein, God would graat they should always
overcome their enemies, and live happily; but thathey left off his

worship, all things shall fall out on the contragnd a time should come,
wherein no true prophet shall be left in your whoilaltitude, nor a priest
who shall deliver you a true ,answer from the arablut your cities shall be
overthrown, and your nation scattered over the wiearth, and live the life
of strangers and wanderers. So he advised thenke Wiay had time, to be
good, and not to deprive themselves of the favaeod. When the king and
the people heard this, they rejoiced; and all imemn, and every one in
particular, took great care to behave themselhgseaously. The king also
sent some to take care that those in the countiyldlobserve the laws also.

3. And this was the state of Asa, king of the twbes. | now return to
Baasha, the king of the multitude of the Israelitelso slew Nadab, the son
of Jeroboam, and retained the government. He divethe city Tirzah,
having made that his habitation, and reigned twénily years. He became
more wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his s@ndid a great deal of
mischief to the multitude, and was injurious to Gadho sent the prophet
Jehu, and told him beforehand that his whole farsitpuld be destroyed,
and that he would bring the same miseries on hisdavhich had brought
that of Jeroboam to ruin; because when he had meele king by him, he
had not requited his kindness, by governing thetitnde righteously and
religiously; which things, in the first place, teawito their own happiness,
and, in the next place, were pleasing to God: leahad imitated this very
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wicked king Jeroboam; and although that man's lsadlperished, yet did he
express to the life his wickedness; and he saidn@ahould therefore justly
experience the like calamity with him, since he haen guilty of the like
wickedness. But Baasha, though he heard beforeWwhatl miseries would
befall him and his whole family for their insolebéhavior, yet did not he
leave off his wicked practices for the time to comer did he care to appear
other than worse and worse till he died; nor didthren repent of his past
actions, nor endeavor to obtain pardon of GodHent, but did as those do
who have rewards proposed to them, when they hace o earnest set
about their work, they do not leave off their lafjofor thus did Baasha,
when the prophet foretold to him what would com@dss, grow worse, as if
what were threatened, the perdition of his famagd the destruction of his
house, (which are really among the greatest o§guNere good things; and,
as if he were a combatant for wickedness, he edayytook more and more
pains for it: and at last he took his army and @$sd a certain considerable
city called Ramah, which was forty furlongs distdrdm Jerusalem; and
when he had taken it, he fortified it, having detered beforehand to leave a
garrison in it, that they might thence make examsj and do mischief to the
kingdom of Asa.

4. Whereupon Asa was afraid of the attempts thengnmight make
upon him; and considering with himself how many ¢hisfs this army that
was left in Ramah might do to the country over Wwhie reigned, he sent
ambassadors to the king of the Damascenes, with gadl silver, desiring
his assistance, and putting him in mind that weeh&ad a friendship
together from the times of our forefathers. So lagllg received that sum of
money, and made a league with him, and broke ieadship he had with
Baasha, and sent the commanders of his own fortestlie cities that were
under Baasha's dominion, and ordered them to dwm tineschief. So they
went and burnt some of them, and spoiled othem, Iland Dan, and
Abelmain (3) and many others. Now when the kindsoéel heard this, he
left off building and fortifying Ramah, and retuth@resently to assist his
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own people under the distresses they were in; Is& made use of the
materials that were prepared for building that,d®y building in the same

place two strong cities, the one of which was chllgeba, and the other
Mizpah; so that after this Baasha had no leisunmd&e expeditions against
Asa, for he was prevented by death, and was bumid¢de city Tirzah; and

Elah his son took the kingdom, who, when he hagnesd two years, died,
being treacherously slain by Zimri, the captairnalf his army; for when he
was at Arza, his steward's house, he persuaded sbthe horsemen that
were under him to assault Elah, and by that meargdw him when he was
without his armed men and his captains, for theyevaedl busied in the siege
of Gibbethon, a city of the Philistines.

5. When Zimri, the captain of the army, had killethh, he took the
kingdom himself, and, according to Jehu's prophstauy all the house of
Baasha; for it came to pass that Baasha's housdyyberished, on account
of his impiety, in the same manner as we have @dyredescribed the
destruction of the house of Jeroboam. But the atinay was besieging.
Gibbethon, when they heard what had befallen thg,kand that when Zimri
had killed him, he had gained the kingdom, they en@inri their general
king, who drew off his army from Gibbethon, and eato Tirzah, where the
royal palace was, and assaulted the city, anditdmkforce. But when Zimri
saw that the city had none to defend it, he fled the inmost part of the
palace, and set it on fire, and burnt himself wtithvhen he had reigned only
seven days. Upon which the people of Israel weesently divided, and part
of them would have Tibni to be king, and part Onlmitt when those that
were for Omri's ruling had beaten Tibni, Omri reagrover all the multitude.
Now it was in the thirtieth year of the reign ofathat Omri reigned for
twelve years; six of these years he reigned incttyeTirzah, and the rest in
the city called Semareon, but named by the Greaksaa; but he himself
called it Semareon, from Semer, who sold him theumt&in whereon he
built it. Now Omri was no way different from thokengs that reigned before
him, but that he grew worse than they, for theysallight how they might
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turn the people away from God by their daily wickwdctices; and oil that
account it was that God made one of them to ba biianother, and that no
one person of their families should remain. ThisrOaso died in Samaria
and Ahab his son succeeded him.

6. Now by these events we may learn what concera th for the
affairs of mankind, and how he loves good men, laaies the wicked, and
destroys them root and branch; for many of thesgsiof Israel, they and
their families, were miserably destroyed, and takeay one by another, in a
short time, for their transgression and wickednbas;Asa, who was king of
Jerusalem, and of the two tribes, attained, by €bt#ssing, a long and a
blessed old age, for his piety and righteousness,deed happily, when he
had reigned forty and one years; and when he wad, des son Jehoshaphat
succeeded him in the government. He was born oAgi#e Azubah. And
all men allowed that he followed the works of Datid forefather, and this
both in courage and piety; but we are not obliged to speak any more of
the affairs of this king.

Footnotes:

1. The reader is to remember that Cush is not Ethidmikh Arabia. See
Bochart, B. IV. ch. 2.

2. Here is a very great error in our Hebrew copy is filace, 2 Chronicles
15:3-6, as applying what follows to times past, antlto times future;
whence that text is quite misapplied by Sir Isaaevidn.

3. This Abelmain, or, in Josephus's copy, Abellanat thelonged to the
land of Israel, and bordered on the country of Dsaus, is supposed,
both by Hudson and Spanheim, to be the same witél, Ay Ahila,
whence came Abilene. This may he that city so denated from Abel
the righteous, there buried, concerning the sheddihwhose blood
within the compass of the land of Israel, | underdtour Savior's words
about the fatal war and overthrow of Judea by Tdundg his Roman
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army; "That upon you may come all the righteousoflished upon the
land, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blaafdZacharias son of
Barnchins, whom ye slew between the temple analthe Verily, | say

unto you, all these things shall come upon thisegation," Matthew
23;35, 36; Luke 11:51.
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Chapter 13

The Actions of the Prophet Elijah

1. Now Ahab the king of Israel dwelt in Samaria,daheld the
government for twenty-two years; and made no dltaran the conduct of
the kings that were his predecessors, but onhuah shings as were of his
own invention for the worse, and in his most grasskedness. He imitated
them in their wicked courses, and in their injusdaehavior towards God,
and more especially he imitated the transgressibdeooboam; for he
worshipped the heifers that he had made; and hé&ivenm other absurd
objects of worship besides those heifers: he alsk to wife the daughter of
Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians, whoaen@é was Jezebel, of
whom he learned to worship her own gods. This womas active and bold,
and fell into so great a degree of impurity and nes$, that she built a
temple to the god of the Tyrians, Which they calus, and planted a grove
of all sorts of trees; she also appointed priestsfalse prophets to this god.
The king also himself had many such about him,ssmdxceeded in madness
and wickedness all [the kings] that went before.him

2. There was now a prophet of God Almighty, of Tdms a country in
Gilead, that came to Ahab, and said to him, thad €oetold he would not
send rain nor dew in those years upon the countitywhen he should
appear. And when he had confirmed this by an daghdeparted into the
southern parts, and made his abode by a broolgfauhich he had water to
drink; for as for his food, ravens brought it tanhevery day: but when that
river was dried up for want of rain, he came toepdath, a city not far from
Sidon and Tyre, for it lay between them, and thithha command of God, for
[God told him] that he should there find a womanowkas a widow that
should give him sustenance. So when he was naiffdahe city, he saw a
woman that labored with her own hands, gatheringstidks: so God
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informed him that this was the woman who was tediim sustenance. So
he came and saluted her, and desired her to bimgdme water to drink;
but as she was going so to do, he called to héerwaruld have her to bring
him a loaf of bread also; whereupon she affirmednupath that she had at
home nothing more than one handful of meal, anittla bil, and that she
was going to gather some sticks, that she mighadme and make bread for
herself and her son; after which, she said, thestiperish, and be consumed
by the famine, for they had nothing for themselaag longer. Hereupon he
said, "Go on with good courage, and hope for bektergs; and first of all
make me a little cake, and bring it to me, forretell to thee that this vessel
of meal and this cruse of oil shall not fail ufibd send rain." When the
prophet had said this, she came to him, and maaetlne before-named
cake; of which she had part for herself, and gaeerést to her son, and to
the prophet also; nor did any thing of this faltilthe drought ceased. Now
Menander mentions this drought in his account efatts of Ethbaal, king of
the Tyrians; where he says thus: "Under him thesis & want of rain from
the month Hyperberetmus till the month Hyperberetmaf the year
following; but when he made supplications, thermeareat thunders. This
Ethbaal built the city Botrys in Phoenicia, and tiigy Auza in Libya." By
these words he designed the want of rain that w#sa days of Ahab, for at
that time it was that Ethbaal also reigned over Thgans, as Menander
informs us.

3. Now this woman, of whom we spake before, thagtasned the
prophet, when her son was fallen into a distemitidnd gave up the ghost,
and appeared to be dead, came to the prophet vggeqmu beating her
breasts with her hands, and sending out such esipnssas her passions
dictated to her, and complained to him that he ¢@mde to her to reproach
her for her sins, and that on this account it vas$ bher son was dead. But he
bid her be of good cheer, and deliver her son to, Hor that he would
deliver him again to her alive. So when she had/éetd her son up to him,
he carried him into an upper room, where he himeelfed, and laid him
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down upon the bed, and cried unto God, and saat, @od had not done
well, in rewarding the woman who had entertained Bnd sustained him,
by taking away her son; and he prayed that he weseihdl again the soul of
the child into him, and bring him to life again. @&adingly God took pity on
the mother, and was willing to gratify the proplegt he might not seem to
have come to her to do her a mischief, and thelchgyond all expectation,
came to life again. So the mother returned the hbthanks, and said she
was then clearly satisfied that God did converdé tvim.

4. After a little while Elijah came to king Ahab¢@ording to God's will,
to inform him that rain was coming. Now the famimad seized upon the
whole country, and there was a great want of whas wecessary for
sustenance, insomuch that it was after the recoetthe widow's son of
Sarepta, God sent not only men that wanted ittHmuearth itself also, which
did not produce enough for the horse and the dibasts of what was useful
for them to feed on, by reason of the drought.Heoking called for Obadiah,
who was steward over his cattle, and said to Huatt, he would have him go
to the fountains of water, and to the brooks, thahy herbs could be found
for them, they might mow it down, and reserve it iee beasts. And when
he had sent persons all over the habitable eajtho(d@liscover the prophet
Elijah, and they could not find him, he bade Obadiacompany him. So it
was resolved they should make a progress, andaliid ways between
them; and Obadiah took one road, and the king anotiiow it happened
that the same time when queen Jezebel slew thég@igthat this Obadiah
had hidden a hundred prophets, and had fed themnething but bread and
water. But when Obadiah was alone, and absent thenking, the prophet
Elijah met him; and Obadiah asked him who he wasl when he had
learned it from him, he worshipped him. Elijah tHad him go to the king,
and tell him that | am here ready to wait on hirat Bbadiah replied, "What
evil have | done to thee, that thou sendest maaéoveho seeketh to kill thee,
and hath sought over all the earth for thee? Orheaso ignorant as not to
know that the king had left no place untouched wnbach he had not sent
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persons to bring him back, in order, if they cotdkle him, to have him put
to death?" For he told him he was afraid lest Gbdukd appear to him

again, and he should go away into another placé;that when the king

should send him for Elijah, and he should missiaf,and not be able to
find him any where upon earth, he should be puldath. He desired him
therefore to take care of his preservation; andl bhain how diligently he had

provided for those of his own profession, and hexed a hundred prophets,
when Jezebel slew the rest of them, and had keph toncealed, and that
they had been sustained by him. But Elijah bade flean nothing, but go to

the king; and he assured him upon oath that hedvoertainly show himself

to Ahab that very day.

5. So when Obadiah had informed the king that EMWas there, Ahab
met him, and asked him, in anger, if he were tha that afflicted the people
of the Hebrews, and was the occasion of the drotlggyt lay under? But
Elijah, without any flattery, said that he was haiighe man, he and his
house, which brought such sad afflictions upon theemd that by introducing
strange gods into their country, and worshippingnthand by leaving their
own, who was the only true God, and having no mawh&egard to him.
However, he bade him go his way, and gather togeilh¢he people to him
to Mount Carmel, with his own prophets, and thokais wife, telling him
how many there were of them, as also the propHdtseagroves, about four
hundred in number. And as all the men whom Ahaly ®erran away to the
forenamed mountain, the prophet Elijah stood innti@st of them, and said,
"How long will you live thus in uncertainty of minand opinion?" He also
exhorted them, that in case they esteemed theiranuntry God to be the
true and the only God, they would follow him and bommandments; but in
case they esteemed him to be nothing, but had amoapof the strange
gods, and that they ought to worship them, his seuwas, that they should
follow them. And when the multitude made no anstwerhat he said, Elijah
desired that, for a trial of the power of the sgargods, and of their own
God, he, who was his only prophet, while they ladt hundred, might take
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a heifer and kill it as a sacrifice, and lay it appieces of wood, and not
kindle any fire, and that they should do the salmmegs, and call upon their
own gods to set the wood on fire; for if that weleane, they would thence
learn the nature of the true God. This proposaged the people. So Elijah
bade the prophets to choose out a heifer first,kdlhd, and to call on their
gods. But when there appeared no effect of thegoray invocation of the
prophets upon their sacrifice, Elijah derided thamg bade them call upon
their gods with a loud voice, for they might eitleer on a journey, or asleep;
and when these prophets had done so from mornihguaon, and cut
themselves with swords and lances, (2) accordinthéocustoms of their
country, and he was about to offer his sacrifiee,blade [the prophets] go
away, but bade [the people] come near and obsehat he did, lest he
should privately hide fire among the pieces of wa®d, upon the approach
of the multitude, he took twelve stones, one fathetibe of the people of
the Hebrews, and built an altar with them, and dugery deep trench; and
when he had laid the pieces of wood upon the atadt,upon them had laid
the pieces of the sacrifices, he ordered thenlltimlir barrels with the water
of the fountain, and to pour it upon the altad, itilran over it, and till the
trench was filled with the water poured into it. 8hhe had done this, he
began to pray to God, and to invocate him to makeifest his power to a
people that had already been in an error a long; tupon which words a fire
came on a sudden from heaven in the sight of tHetode, and fell upon the
altar, and consumed the sacrifice, till the veryewavas set on fire, and the
place was become dry.

6. Now when the Israelites saw this, they fell dayaon the ground, and
worshipped one God, and called him The great aadotily true God; but
they called the others mere names, framed by theard vile opinions of
men. So they caught their prophets, and, at thenwnd of Elijah, slew
them. Elijah also said to the king, that he shayddto dinner without any
further concern, for that in a little time he wowdde God send them rain.
Accordingly Ahab went his way. But Elijah went up the highest top of
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Mount Carmel, and sat down upon the ground, anaelgdis head upon his
knees, and bade his servant go up to a certairateléwlace, and look
towards the sea, and when he should see a cland amy where, he should
give him notice of it, for till that time the airad been clear. When the
Servant had gone up, and had said many times &éhaaWw nothing, at the
seventh time of his going up, he said that he samall black thing in the

sky, not larger than a man's foot. When Elijah tdaat, he sent to Ahab,
and desired him to go away to the city before thia came down. So he
came to the city Jezreel; and in a little time #wewas all obscured, and
covered with clouds, and a vehement storm of warde upon the earth, and
with it a great deal of rain; and the prophet wadar a Divine fury, and ran

along with the king's chariot unto Jezreel a cityzar (3) [Issaachar].

7. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, understood vemgis Elijah had
wrought, and how he had slain her prophets, she amgy, and sent
messengers to him, and by them threatened toiki] &s he had destroyed
her prophets. At this Elijjah was affrighted, anddflto the city called
Beersheba, which is situate at the utmost limitshef country belonging to
the tribe of Judah, towards the land of Edom; dredte he left his servant,
and went away into the desert. He prayed alsohahight die, for that he
was not better than his fathers, nor need he bg desirous to live, when
they were dead; and he lay and slept under a oettae; and when
somebody awakened him, and he was risen up, hel foad set by him and
water: so when he had eaten, and recovered hrggtrby that his food, he
came to that mountain which is called Sinai, whetie related that Moses
received his laws from God; and finding there ataierhollow cave, he
entered into it, and continued to make his abodg. iBut when a certain
voice came to him, but from whence he knew not, asiced him, why he
was come thither, and had left the city? he saiak, because he had slain the
prophets of the foreign gods, and had persuadegdbele that he alone
whom they had worshipped from the beginning was,®edwas sought for
by the king's wife to be punished for so doing. Amden he had heard
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another voice, telling him that he should cometbatnext day into the open
air, and should thereby know what he was to da;ame out of the cave the
next day accordingly, When he both heard an eaatkeyjuand saw the bright
splendor of a fire; and after a silence made, argivoice exhorted him not
to be disturbed with the circumstances he was on,that none of his
enemies should have power over him. The voice elsomanded him to
return home, and to ordain Jehu, the son of Nintelbge king over their own
multitude; and Hazael, of Damascus, to be overSywgans; and Elisha, of
the city Abel, to be a prophet in his stead; arat tf the impious multitude,
some should be slain by Hazael, and others by &ahélijah, upon hearing
this charge, returned into the land of the Hebretnvsd when he found
Elisha, the son of Shaphat, ploughing, and ceéners with him, driving
twelve yoke of oxen, he came to him, and cast his garment upon him;
upon which Elisha began to prophesy presently, laading his oxen, he
followed Elijah. And when he desired leave to salis parents, Elijah gave
him leave so to do; and when he had taken his ledtkem, he followed
him, and became the disciple and the servant grdll the days of his life.
And thus have | despatched the affairs in which flmophet was concerned.

8. Now there was one Naboth, of the city Izar, [dek] who had a field
adjoining to that of the king: the king would hgversuaded him to sell him
that his field, which lay so near to his own lanaswhat price he pleased,
that he might join them together, and make themfama; and if he would
not accept of money for it, he gave him leave toode any of his other
fields in its stead. But Naboth said he would nots, but would keep the
possession of that land of his own, which he hadnweritance from his
father. Upon this the king was grieved, as if hd received an injury, when
he could not get another man's possession, and dudgdwneither wash
himself, nor take any food: and when Jezebel askedwhat it was that
troubled him, and why he would neither wash himsebir eat either dinner
or supper, he related to her the perverseness lobtNaand how, when he
had made use of gentle words to him, and such as beneath the royal
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authority, he had been affronted, and had not obtaiwhat he desired.
However, she persuaded him not to be cast dowhisitaccident, but to
leave off his grief, and return to the usual cdrki® body, for that she would
take care to have Naboth punished; and she imnedgisént letters to the
rulers of the Israelites [Jezreelites] in Ahab'mmeaand commanded them to
fast and to assemble a congregation, and to setthab the head of them,
because he was of an illustrious family, and toehtéwwee bold men ready to
bear witness that he had blasphemed God and tlye &md then to stone
him, and slay him in that manner. Accordingly, whidaboth had been thus
testified against, as the queen had written to theat he had blasphemed
against God and Ahab the king, she desired himake tpossession of
Naboth's vineyard on free cost. So Ahab was glaghatt had been done,
and rose up immediately from the bed whereon hdédayo to see Naboth's
vineyard; but God had great indignation at it, aedt Elijah the prophet to
the field of Naboth, to speak to Ahab, and to saliim, that he had slain the
true owner of that field unjustly. And as soon &dame to him, and the
king had said that he might do with him what heapésd, (for he thought it a
reproach to him to be thus caught in his sin,)allisaid, that in that very
place in which the dead body of Naboth was eatenldnys both his own
blood and that of his wife's should be shed, arad #tl his family should
perish, because he had been so insolently wicked,had slain a citizen
unjustly, and contrary to the laws of his countigreupon Ahab began to be
sorry for the things he had done, and to repenthefn; and he put on
sackcloth, and went barefoot (4) and would not hoaay food; he also
confessed his sins, and endeavored thus to ap@eakeBut God said to the
prophet, that while Ahab was living he would put thfe punishment of his
family, because he repented of those insolent arineehad been guilty of,
but that still he would fulfill his threatening uad Ahab's son; which
message the prophet delivered to the king.
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Footnotes:

. Josephus, in his present copies, says, that a \ittile rain upon the
earth; whereas, in our other copies, it is aftenyndays, 1 Kings 18:1.
Several years are also intimated there, and inpbosge sect. 2, as
belonging to this drought and famine; nay, we hdneeexpress mention
of the third year, which | suppose was reckonethftbe recovery of the
widow's son, and the ceasing of this drought in &#kfa (which, as
Menander informs us here, lasted one whole yead;kmth our Savior
and St. James affirm, that this drought lastedllitheee years and six
months. as their copies of the Old Testament théarmed them, Luke
4:25; James 5:17. Josephus here seems to meanthitkatirought
affected all the habitable earth, and presentlyna&learth, as our Savior
says it was upon all the earth, Luke 4:25. They wéstrain these
expressions to the land of Judea alone, go witkofifiicient authority or
examples.

. Mr. Spanheim takes notice here, that in the worsHiMithra (the god
of the Persians) the priests cut themselves ins#me manner as did
these priests in their invocation of Baal (the gbthe Phoenicians).

. For Izar we may here read (with Hudson and Coctdaschar, i.e of
the tribe of Isachar, for to that tribe did Jezreelong; and presently at
the beginning of sect. 8, as also ch. 15. seatedmnay read for lar, with
one MS. nearly, and the Scripture, Jezreel, farwrees the city meant in
the history of Naboth.

. "The Jews weep to this day," (says Jerome, heee by Reland,) "and
roll themselves upon sackcloth, in ashes, barefagipn such
occasions." To which Spanheim adds, "that after gshme manner
Bernice, when his life was in danger, stood at ttifeunal of Florus
barefoot." Of the War, B. Il. ch. 15. sect. 1. Ske like of David, 2
Samuel 15:30; Antig. B. VII. ch. 9. sect. 2.
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Chapter 14

Hadad, King of Syria, Was Beaten by Ahab

1. When the affairs of Ahab were thus, at that viemye the son of
Hadad, [Benhadad,] who was king of the Syrians ahdamascus, got
together an army out of all his country, and preduhirty-two kings beyond
Euphrates to be his auxiliaries: so he made andixpe against Ahab; but
because Ahab's army was not like that of Benhauadlid not set it in array
to fight him, but having shut up every thing thasain the country in the
strongest cities he had, he abode in Samaria Hinfeelthe walls about it
were very strong, and it appeared to be not edsilpe taken in other
respects also. So the king of Syria took his arnmy Wim, and came to
Samaria, and placed his army round about the artgl, besieged it. He also
sent a herald to Ahab, and desired he would admiatmbassadors he would
send him, by whom he would let him know his pleas&o, upon the king of
Israel's permission for him to send, those ambassadame, and by their
king's command spake thus: That Ahab's riches, hamcthildren, and his
wives were Benhadad's, and if he would make aneaggat, and give him
leave to take as much of what he had as he plehsedpuld withdraw his
army, and leave off the siege. Upon this Ahab bhdéeambassadors to go
back, and tell their king, that both he himself aldthat he hath are his
possessions. And when these ambassadors haditotd Berthadad, he sent
to him again, and desired, since he confessedathé had was his, that he
would admit those servants of his which he shoalilghe next day; and he
commanded him to deliver to those whom he shouid sehatsoever, upon
their searching his palace, and the houses ofri@ads and kindred, they
should find to be excellent in its kind, but thdtat did not please them they
should leave to him. At this second embassage ekihg of Syria, Ahab
was surprised, and gathered together the multitada congregation, and
told them that, for himself, he was ready, for tisgfety and peace, to give
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up his own wives and children to the enemy, angeti to him all his own
possessions, for that was what the Syrian king irequat his first
embassage; but that now he desires to send hiardsrto search all their
houses, and in them to leave nothing that is exctlh its kind, seeking an
occasion of fighting against him, "as knowing thatould not spare what is
mine own for your sakes, but taking a handle frommdisagreeable terms he
offers concerning you to bring a war upon us; haveV will do what you
shall resolve is fit to be done." But the multitugidvised him to hearken to
none of his proposals, but to despise him, anchheadiness to fight him.
Accordingly, when he had given the ambassadorsatissver to be reported,
that he still continued in the mind to comply wi¥hat terms he at first
desired, for the safety of the citizens; but ashisrsecond desires, he cannot
submit to them, - he dismissed them.

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had indignataomd sent
ambassadors to Ahab the third time, and threat#radis army would raise
a bank higher than those walls, in confidence obsehstrength he despised
him, and that by only each man of his army takiraadful of earth; hereby
making a show of the great number of his army, @ndng to affright him.
Ahab answered, that he ought not to vaunt himskd#mhe had only put on
his armor, but when he should have conquered lEmess in the battle. So
the ambassadors came back, and found the kingppeswith his thirty-two
kings, and informed him of Ahab's answer; who timemediately gave order
for proceeding thus: To make lines round the atyl raise a bulwark, and
to prosecute the siege all manner of ways. Nowhiasvas doing, Ahab was
in a great agony, and all his people with him; battook courage, and was
freed from his fears, upon a certain prophet conto¢pim, and saying to
him, that God had promised to subdue so many tunstdnds of his enemies
under him. And when he inquired by whose meansvit®ry was to be
obtained, be said," By the sons of the princes;ulmgter thy conduct as their
leader, by reason of their unskilfulness [in wat)fon which he called for
the sons of the princes, and found them to be twmdred and thirty-two
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persons. So when he was informed that the kingyrod®iad betaken himself
to feasting and repose, he opened the gates, amdsgethe princes' sons.
Now when the sentinels told Benhadad of it, he sente to meet them, and
commanded them, that if these men were come oduidiating, they should
bind them, and bring them to him; and that if tlhkayne out peaceably, they
should do the same. Now Ahab had another army redtyn the walls, but
the sons of the princes fell upon the out-guard, law many of them, and
pursued the rest of them to the camp; and whexkitige of Israel saw that
these had the upper hand, he sent out all theofdss army, which, falling
suddenly upon the Syrians, beat them, for theyndidthink they would have
come out; on which account it was that they assduliem when they were
naked (1) and drunk, insomuch that they left adlittarmor behind them
when they fled out of the camp, and the king hifnsstaped with difficulty,
by fleeing away on horseback. But Ahab went a gnest in pursuit of the
Syrians; and when he had spoiled their camp, wtacttained a great deal of
wealth, and moreover a large gquantity of gold ahes he took Benhadad's
chariots and horses, and returned to the city;asuhe prophet told him he
ought to have his army ready, because the Syriag would make another
expedition against him the next year, Ahab was busgaking provision for
it accordingly.

3. Now Benhadad, when he had saved himself, amiuag of his army
as he could, out of the battle, he consulted withflhends how he might
make another expedition against the Israelites. Nwege friends advised
him not to fight with them on the hills, becauseitiGod was potent in such
places, and thence it had come to pass that tletydry lately been beaten;
but they said, that if they joined battle with thémthe plain, they should
beat them. They also gave him this further adwicesend home those kings
whom he had brought as his auxiliaries, but toimetiaeir army, and to set
captains over it instead of the kings, and to rasearmy out of their
country, and let them be in the place of the formleo perished in the battle,
together with horses and chariots. So he judgead ¢bansel to be good, and
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acted according to it in the management of the army

4. At the beginning of the spring, Benhadad toakdrmy with him, and
led it against the Hebrews; and when he was con® dertain city which
was called Aphek, he pitched his camp in the goéh. Ahab also went to
meet him with his army, and pitched his camp ogairast him, although his
army was a very small one, if it were compared With enemy's; but the
prophet came again to him, and told him, that Gaxlld give him the
victory, that he might demonstrate his own poweb& not only on the
mountains, but on the plains also; which it seeras @ontrary to the opinion
of the Syrians. So they lay quiet in their campesettays; but on the last of
those days, when the enemies came out of their cantpput themselves in
array in order to fight, Ahab also brought out bign army; and when the
battle was joined, and they fought valiantly, he¢ {mne enemy to flight, and
pursued them, and pressed upon them, and slew thag; they were
destroyed by their own chariots, and by one anpther could any more
than a few of them escape to their own city Aphvelko were also killed by
the walls falling upon them, being in number tweséven thousand. (2)
Now there were slain in this battle a hundred taodsmore; but Benhadad,
the king of the Syrians, fled away, with certaithers of his most faithful
servants, and hid himself in a cellar under growamd when these told him
that the kings of Israel were humane and mercifehjand that they might
make use of the usual manner of supplication, didim deliverance from
Ahab, in case he would give them leave to go to, liengave them leave
accordingly. So they came to Ahab, clothed in skatkc with ropes about
their heads, (for this was the ancient manner @ipkcation among the
Syrians,) (3) and said, that Benhadad desired hddasave him, and that he
would ever be a servant to him for that favor. Alna@plied he was glad that
he was alive, and not hurt in the battle; and h#né&ur promised him the same
honor and kindness that a man would show to hithbroSo they received
assurances upon oath from him, that when he cammide should receive
no harm from him, and then went and brought himaduhe cellar wherein
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he was hid, and brought him to Ahab as he satsrchariot. So Benhadad
worshipped him; and Ahab gave him his hand, andenfach come up to

him into his chariot, and kissed him, and bid hiendf good cheer, and not
to expect that any mischief should be done to I8m.Berthadad returned
him thanks, and professed that he would rememisekihdness to him all

the days of his life; and promised he would restthrese cities of the

Israelites which the former kings had taken froranth and grant that he
should have leave to come to Damascus, as hisatbest had to come to
Samaria. So they confirmed their covenant by oahs, Ahab made him
many presents, and sent him back to his own kingdama this was the

conclusion of the war that Benhadad made againab&imd the Israelites.

5. But a certain prophet, whose name was Micai@dhc@&me to one of
the Israelites, and bid him smite him on the hdadby so doing he would
please God; but when he would not do so, he fatatwlhim, that since he
disobeyed the commands of God, he should meet aition, and be
destroyed by him. When that sad accident had leefdle man, the prophet
came again to another, and gave him the same tmpmnso he smote him,
and wounded his skull; upon which he bound up ke&dh and came to the
king, and told him that he had been a soldier ef &and had the custody of
one of the prisoners committed to him by an offi@erd that the prisoner
being run away, he was in danger of losing his ofernby the means of that
officer, who had threatened him, that if the presoescaped he would kill
him. And when Ahab had said that he would justlg, die took off the
binding about his head, and was known by the kimgbo¢ Micaiah the
prophet, who made use of this artifice as a prebodeis following words;
for he said that God would punish him who had seffeBenhadad, a
blasphemer against him, to escape punishment;redhé would so bring it
about, that he should die by the other's meansai(d) his people by the
other's army. Upon which Ahab was very angry at ghephet, and gave
commandment that he should be put in prison, amdethkept; but for
himself, he was in confusion at the words of Mibaiand returned to his
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own house.

Footnotes:

1. Mr. Reland notes here very truly, that the wordethkloes not always
signify entirely naked, but sometimes without men'sual armor,
without heir usual robes or upper garments; as wwWiegil bids the
husbandman plough naked, and sow naked; when Josspiis (Antig.
B. IV. ch. 3. sect. 2) that God had given the Jéwessecurity of armor
when they were naked; and when he here says thalb Ad¢ll on the
Syrians when they were naked and drunk; when (AigXIl. ch. 5.
sect. 8) he says that Nehemiah commanded those tlewswere
building the walls of Jerusalem to take care toehdneir armor on upon
occasion, that the enemy might not fall upon theked. | may add, that
the case seems to be the same in the Scripture, ivbays that Saul lay
down naked among the prophets, 1 Samuel 19:24; whsays that
Isaiah walked naked and barefoot, Isaiah 20:2nd;v@hen it says that
Peter, before he girt his fisher's coat to him, walsed, John 21:7. What
is said of David also gives light to this, who waproached by Michal
for "dancing before the ark, and uncovering himsgelthe eyes of his
handmaids, as one of the vain fellows shamelesstpwereth himself,"
2 Samuel 6:14, 20; yet it is there expressly sagd. (14) that "David was
girded with a linen ephod," i.e. he had laid adqiderobes of state, and
put on the sacerdotal, Levitical, or sacred gars)yemtoper for such a
solemnity.

2. Josephus's number, two myriads and seven thousgnees here with
that in our other copies, as those that were $lgithe falling down of
the walls of Aphek; but | suspected at first thas humber in Josephus's
present copies could not be his original numbecabse he calls them
"oligoi," a few, which could hardly be said of s@any as twenty-seven
thousand, and because of the improbability of #leof a particular wall
killing so many; yet when | consider Josephus's mexds, how the rest
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which were slain in the battle were "ten other mglg," that twenty-
seven thousand are but a few in comparison of drednthousand, and
that it was not "a wall," as in our English versibat "the walls" or "the
entire walls" of the city that fell down, as in #ile originals, | lay aside
that suspicion, and firmly believe that Josephumskif hath, with the
rest, given us the just number, twenty-seven thadisa

3. This manner of supplication for men's lives amohg Syrians, with
ropes or halters about their heads or necks, spbose, no strange
thing in later ages, even in our own country.

4.1t is here remarkable, that in Josephus's copypifiphet, whose severe
denunciation of a disobedient person's slaughtera dypn had lately
come to pass, was no other than Micaiah, the sdmiah, who, as he
now denounced God's judgment on disobedient Aredims directly to
have been that very prophet whom the same Ahab,Kimgs 22:8, 18,
complains of, "as one whom he hated, because headidrophesy good
concerning him, but evil," and who in that chapdgenly repeats his
denunciations against him; all which came to pasom@ingly; nor is
there any reason to doubt but this and the formenewhe very same
prophet.

5. What is most remarkable in this history, and in ynhrstories on other
occasions in the Old Testament, is this, that dutire Jewish theocracy
God acted entirely as the supreme King of Israpj the supreme
General of their armies, and always expected teatdraelites should be
in such absolute subjection to him, their supremeé laeavenly King,
and General of their armies, as subjects and seldie to their earthly
kings and generals, and that usually without kngwihe particular
reasons of their injunctions.
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Chapter 15

Jehoshaphat, King of Jerusalem, Was Overcome In
Battle and Perished

1. And these were the circumstances in which Ahals.viBut | now
return to Jehoshaphat, the king of Jerusalem, when he had augmented
his kingdom, had set garrisons in the cities ofdbentries belonging to his
subjects, and had put such garrisons no less Iaset cities which were
taken out of the tribe of Ephraim by his grandfatAbijah, when Jeroboam
reigned over the ten tribes [than he did into ttieed. But then he had God
favorable and assisting to him, as being both eigh$ and religious, and
seeking to do somewhat every day that should bseafte and acceptable to
God. The kings also that were round about him hexhdnim with the
presents they made him, till the riches that he d@glired were immensely
great, and the glory he had gained was of a ma@dtezknature.

2. Now, in the third year of this reign, he caltedether the rulers of the
country, and the priests, and commanded them toogod the land, and
teach all the people that were under him, city iby, the laws of Moses, and
to keep them, and to be diligent in the worshigsofd. With this the whole
multitude was so pleased, that they were not sergaget upon or affected
with any thing so much as the observation of theslaThe neighboring
nations also continued to love Jehoshaphat, abe tt peace with him. The
Philistines paid their appointed tribute, and thr@aldans supplied him every
year with three hundred and sixty lambs, and asyrkais of the goats. He
also fortified the great cities, which were manynamber, and of great
consequence. He prepared also a mighty army ofiessléind weapons
against their enemies. Now the army of men thaewboeir armor, was three
hundred thousand of the tribe of Judah, of whomakdwas the chief; but
John was chief of two hundred thousand. The same waes chief of the
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tribe of Benjamin, and had two hundred thousantiexscunder him. There
was another chief, whose name was Jehozabad, wha Haundred and
fourscore thousand armed men. This multitude wasibuted to he ready
for the king's service, besides those whom hetsahtie best fortified cities.

3. Jehoshaphat took for his son Jehoram to wifedtheghter of Ahab,
the king of the ten tribes, whose name was Athalald when, after some
time, he went to Samaria, Ahab received him coudbo and treated the
army that followed him in a splendid manner, witleay plenty of corn and
wine, and of slain beasts; and desired that he dvoirh with him in his war
against the king of Syria, that he might recoventrim the city Ramoth, in
Gilead; for though it had belonged to his fathest lyad the king of Syria's
father taken it away from him; and upon Jehoshappabmise to afford him
his assistance, (for indeed his army was not iofeio the other,) and his
sending for his army from Jerusalem to Samariatwekings went out of
the city, and each of them sat on his own thrond,each gave their orders
to their several armies. Now Jehoshaphat bid tredhsome of the prophets,
if there were any there, and inquire of them comicgy this expedition
against the king of Syria, whether they would givem counsel to make that
expedition at this time, for there was peace at tinee between Ahab and
the king of Syria, which had lasted three yeammfthe time he had taken
him captive till that day.

4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being in numbleout four
hundred, and bid them inquire of God whether he ldvgrant him the
victory, if he made an expedition against Benhadau] enable him to
overthrow that city, for whose sake it was thatwees going to war. Now
these prophets gave their counsel for making tkpeeition, and said that he
would beat the king of Syria, and, as formerly, Woreduce him under his
power. But Jehoshaphat, understanding by their svtndt they were false
prophets, asked Ahab whether there were not soimer grophet, and he
belonging to the true God, that we may have surfarmation concerning
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futurities. Hereupon Ahab said there was indeet suone, but that he hated
him, as having prophesied evil to him, and havimgtold that he should be
overcome and slain by the king of Syria, and tbattliis cause he had him
now in prison, and that his name was Micaiah, e &f Imlah. But upon
Jehoshaphat's desire that he might be produced) Abiat a eunuch, who
brought Micaiah to him. Now the eunuch had infornhéd by the way, that
all the other prophets had foretold that the kihgutd gain the victory; but
he said, that it was not lawful for him to lie agsti God, but that he must
speak what he should say to him about the king tsoleaer it were. When
he came to Ahab, and he had adjured him upon oasipé¢ak the truth to
him, he said that God had shown to him the Ise®liunning away, and
pursued by the Syrians, and dispersed upon the taiosrby them, as flocks
of sheep are dispersed when their shepherd is slaiisaid further, that God
signified to him, that those Israelites should metun peace to their own
home, and that he only should fall in the battlehé Micalab had thus
spoken, Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, "l told theettee lwhile ago the
disposition of the man with regard to me, and teatises to prophesy evil to
me." Upon which Micaiah replied, that he ought éahall, whatsoever it be,
that God foretells; and that in particular, theyrevdalse prophets that
encouraged him to make this war in hope of victorgereas he must fight
and be killed. Whereupon the king was in suspengh timself: but
Zedekiah, one of those false prophets, came nadreahorted him not to
hearken to Micaiah, for he did not at all speakhtras a demonstration of
which he instanced in what Elijjah had said, who w&alsetter prophet in
foretelling futurities than Micaiah (1) for he foodd that the dogs should lick
his blood in the city of Jezreel, in the field oflbbth, as they licked the
blood of Naboth, who by his means was there stoiwedieath by the
multitude; that therefore it was plain that thiscelab was a liar, as
contradicting a greater prophet than himself, asging) that he should be
slain at three days' journey distance: "and [sa&{l you shall soon know
whether he be a true prophet, and hath the powtreoDivine Spirit; for |
will smite him, and let him then hurt my hand, asldn caused the hand of
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Jeroboam the king to wither when he would have leabgn; for | suppose
thou hast certainly heard of that accident." So rwhepon his smiting
Micaiah, no harm happened to him, Ahab took courage readily led his
army against the king of Syria; for, as | suppdate was too hard for him,
and made him believe that the false prophets spake than the true one,
that it might take an occasion of bringing him te énd. However, Zedekiah
made horns of iron, and said to Ahab, that God nthdse horns signals,
that by them he should overthrow all Syria. But Mah replied, that
Zedekiah, in a few days, should go from one sedhnaimber to another to
hide himself, that he might escape the punishmthtsolying. Then did the
king give orders that they should take Micaiah awayd guard him to
Amon, the governor of the city, and to give himmog) but bread and water.

5. Then did Ahab, and Jehoshaphat the king of dkmms take their
forces, and marched to Ramoth a city of Gilead;w&hdn the king of Syria
heard of this expedition, he brought out his armyoppose them, and
pitched his camp not far from Ramoth. Now Ahalx alahoshaphat had
agreed that Ahab should lay aside his royal rolbes, that the king of
Jerusalem should put on his [Ahab's] proper hahit, stand before the army,
in order to disprove, by this artifice, what Midaihad foretold. (2) But
Ahab's fate found him out without his robes; fornBadad, the king of
Assyria, had charged his army, by the means of tmnmanders, to Kill
nobody else but only the king of Israel. So whea 8yrians, upon their
joining battle with the Israelites, saw Jehoshaghetd before the army, and
conjectured that he was Ahab, they fell violentlypoo him, and
encompassed him round; but when they were nearkiaea that it was not
he, they all returned back; and while the fightddsfrom the morning till
late in the evening, and the Syrians were congagetbey killed nobody, as
their king had commanded them. And when they sotmlkill Ahab alone,
but could not find him, there was a young noblen@onging to king
Benhadad, whose name was Naaman; he drew his bawsaghe enemy,
and wounded the king through his breastplate, snlumgs. Upon this Ahab
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resolved not to make his mischance known to hisyatest they should run
away; but he bid the driver of his chariot to tirback, and carry him out of
the battle, because he was sorely and mortally dedinHowever, he sat in
his chariot and endured the pain till sunset, dmahthe fainted away and
died.

6. And now the Syrian army, upon the coming onhefrtight, retired to
their camp; and when the herald belonging to thempcgave notice that
Ahab was dead, they returned home; and they tooki¢lad body of Ahab to
Samaria, and buried it there; but when they hadhe@dis chariot in the
fountain of Jezreel, which was bloody with the déady of the king, they
acknowledged that the prophecy of Elijah was tfaethe dogs licked his
blood, and the harlots continued afterwards to wHsdmselves in that
fountain; but still he died at Ramoth, as Micaiad Horetold. And as what
things were foretold should happen to Ahab by the prophets came to
pass, we ought thence to have high notions of @od every where to honor
and worship him, and never to suppose that whalemsant and agreeable is
worthy of belief before what is true, and to esteemthing more
advantageous than the gift of prophecy (3) and firaknowledge of future
events which is derived from it, since God showsnigereby what we
ought to avoid. We may also guess, from what haggea this king, and
have reason to consider the power of fate; thaetiseno way of avoiding it,
even when we know it. It creeps upon human soud, featters them with
pleasing hopes, till it leads them about to the@lhere it will be too hard
for them. Accordingly Ahab appears to have beereided thereby, till he
disbelieved those that foretold his defeat; but,gbying credit to such as
foretold what was grateful to him, was slain; ameldon Ahaziah succeeded
him.

Footnotes:

1. These reasonings of Zedekiah the false prophetrder to persuade
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Ahab not to believe Micaiah the true prophet, deugible; but being
omitted in our other copies, we cannot now tell md¢es Josephus had
them, whether from his own temple copy, from sontieeo original
author, or from certain ancient notes. That sonoh glausible objection
was now raised against Micaiah is very likely, othise Jehoshaphat,
who used to disbelieve all such false prophets|dcaoever have been
induced to accompany Ahab in these desperate cateuntes.

. This reading of Josephus, that Jehoshaphat putobrhis own, but
Ahab's robes, in order to appear to be Ahab, whilab was without
any robes at all, and hoped thereby to escape viais avil fate, and
disprove Micaiah's prophecy against him, is exaag@robable. It gives
great light also to this whole history; and showst although Ahab
hoped Jehoshaphat would he mistaken for him, andh@ only risk of
being slain in the battle, yet he was entirely pianted, while still the
escape of the good man Jehoshaphat, and the staudlhe bad man
Ahab, demonstrated the great distinction that [@vomovidence made
betwixt them.

. We have here a very wise reflection of Josephusutalaivine
Providence, and what is derived from it, prophemyd the inevitable
certainty of its accomplishment; and that when witknen think they
take proper methods to elude what is denouncechstgdiem, and to
escape the Divine judgments thereby threatened ,thesthout
repentance, they are ever by Providence infatutatdafing about their
own destruction, and thereby withal to demonsttlageperfect veracity
of that God whose predictions they in vain endeaddo elude.
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