Book 10

FROM THE CAPTIVITY OF THE
TEN TRIBES TO THE FIRST
YEAR OF CYRUS

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
Sennacherib's Army Destroyed

1. It was now the fourteenth year of the governnwdridezekiah, king
of the two tribes, when the king of Assyria, wheosene was Sennacherib,
made an expedition against him with a great armyg, taok all the cities of
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin by force; and whienvas ready to bring
his army against Jerusalem, Hezekiah sent ambassexlbdim beforehand,
and promised to submit, and pay what tribute hailshappoint. Hereupon
Sennacherib, when he heard of what offers the asadass made, resolved
not to proceed in the war, but to accept of thegpsals that were made him;
and if he might receive three hundred talents loesi and thirty talents of
gold, he promised that he would depart in a frigndnner; and he gave
security upon oath to the ambassadors that he wbeld do him no harm,
but go away as he came. So Hezekiah submittedemapdied his treasures,
and sent the money, as supposing he should be fireedhis enemy, and
from any further distress about his kingdom. Acaagty, the Assyrian king
took it, and yet had no regard to what he had pedjibut while he himself
went to the war against the Egyptians and Ethiapidre left his general
Rabshakeh, and two other of his principal commas)deith great forces, to
destroy Jerusalem. The names of the two other camena were Tartan and
Rabsatris.

2. Now as soon as they were come before the vibby, pitched their
camp, and sent messengers to Hezekiah, and délsaethey might speak
with him; but he did not himself come out to theon fear, but he sent three
of his most intimate friends; the name of one whkakiin, who was over the
kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah the recorder. Se thea came out, and
stood over against the commanders of the Assyriamy;aand when
Rabshakeh saw them, he bid them go and speak teklabzin the manner
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following: That Sennacherib, the great king, (1¥ices to know of him, on
whom it is that he relies and depends, in flyingnirhis lord, and will not
hear him, nor admit his army into the city? Isntaccount of the Egyptians,
and in hopes that his army would be beaten by th&tm&eupon he lets him
know, that if this be what he expects, he is aiétoiman, and like one who
leans on a broken reed; while such a one will mdy dall down, but will
have his hand pierced and hurt by it. That he otiglknow he makes this
expedition against him by the will of God, who hagfanted this favor to
him, that he shall overthrow the kingdom of Isra&ld that in the very same
manner he shall destroy those that are his subg@sts When Rabshakeh
had made this speech in the Hebrew tongue, for &g skillful in that
language, Eliakim was afraid lest the multitudet thaard him should be
disturbed; so he desired him to speak in the Syoague. But the general,
understanding what he meant, and perceiving the tfet he was in, he
made his answer with a greater and a louder vbigein the Hebrew tongue;
and said, that "since they all heard what werekiihg's commands, they
would consult their own advantage in deliveringtiipmselves to us; for it is
plain the both you and your king dissuade the pedmm submitting by
vain hopes, and so induce them to resist; butufly® courageous, and think
to drive our forces away, | am ready to deliveyon two thousand of these
horses that are with me for your use, if you canasemany horsemen on
their backs, and show your strength; but what yauehnot you cannot
produce. Why therefore do you delay to deliver oprgelves to a superior
force, who can take you without your consent? aigfnoit will be safer for
you to deliver yourselves up voluntarily, while adible capture, when you
are beaten, must appear more dangerous, and wilj further calamities
upon you."

3. When the people, as well as the ambassadonsl Wwhat the Assyrian
commander said, they related it to Hezekiah, wieoetinpon put off his royal
apparel, and clothed himself with sackcloth, araktthe habit of a mourner,
and, after the manner of his country, he fell upmface, and besought God,
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and entreated him to assist them, now they hadtimer thope of relief. He

also sent some of his friends, and some of thestsri¢o the prophet Isaiah,
and desired that he would pray to God, and offerifsges for their common

deliverance, and so put up supplications to hingt the would have

indignation at the expectations of their enemieg] have mercy upon his
people. And when the prophet had done accordiraglypracle came from
God to him, and encouraged the king and his frighds were about him;

and foretold that their enemies should be beaté&mowt fighting, and should
go away in an ignominious manner, and not with thablence which they
now show, for that God would take care that theyusih be destroyed. He
also foretold that Sennacherib, the king of Assysfeould fail of his purpose
against Egypt, and that when he came home he sbeukh by the sword.

4. About the same time also the king of Assyria terran epistle to
Hezekiah, in which he said he was a foolish masuposing that he should
escape from being his servant, since he had aldeemght under many and
great nations; and he threatened, that when he houk he would utterly
destroy him, unless he now opened the gates, dhidghyi received his army
into Jerusalem. When he read this epistle, he sedpt, on account of the
trust that be had in God; but he rolled up thetepiand laid it up within the
temple. And as he made his further prayers to @odhe city, and for the
preservation of all the people, the prophet Isa&id that God had heard his
prayer, and that he should not be besieged atithesby the king of Assyria
(2) that for the future he might be secure of reahl at all disturbed by him;
and that the people might go on peaceably, andowitlfiear, with their
husbandry and other affairs. But after a little iwtihe king of Assyria, when
he had failed of his treacherous designs agaiesEgyptians, returned home
without success, on the following occasion: He spelong time in the siege
of Pelusium; and when the banks that he had rassed against the walls
were of a great height, and when he was ready teraa immediate assault
upon them, but heard that Tirhaka, king of the &ilans, was coming and
bringing great forces to aid the Egyptians, and wesolved to march
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through the desert, and so to fall directly upoe #hssyrians, this king
Sennacherib was disturbed at the news, and, ad bséore, left Pelusium,
and returned back without success. Now concernlmg Sennacherib,
Herodotus also says, in the second book of hisist, how "this king came
against the Egyptian king, who was the priest olc®n; and that as he was
besieging Pelusium, he broke up the siege on thewimg occasion: This
Egyptian priest prayed to God, and God heard hesygyr and sent a
judgment upon the Arabian king." But in this Heragowas mistaken, when
he called this king not king of the Assyrians, btithe Arabians; for he saith
that "a multitude of mice gnawed to pieces in omgghinboth the bows and
the rest of the armor of the Assyrians, and thata$ on that account that the
king, when he had no bows left, drew off his armynf Pelusium." And
Herodotus does indeed give us this history; nag, Berosus, who wrote of
the affairs of Chaldea, makes mention of this Kiemnacherib, and that he
ruled over the Assyrians, and that he made an éxpedgainst all Asia and
Egypt; and says thus:

5. "Now when Sennacherib was returning from his gy war to
Jerusalem, he found his army under Rabshakeh hsrgein danger [by a
plague], for God had sent a pestilential distemygm®m his army; and on the
very first night of the siege, a hundred fourscarel five thousand, with
their captains and generals, were destroyed. Shiigewas in a great dread
and in a terrible agony at this calamity; and bemgreat fear for his whole
army, he fled with the rest of his forces to hisnokingdom, and to his city
Nineveh; and when he had abode there a little whidewas treacherously
assaulted, and died by the hands of his elder $8)sAdrammelech and
Seraser, and was slain in his own temple, which gadled Araske. Now
these sons of his were driven away on accounteohtbrder of their father
by the citizens, and went into Armenia, while Assdioddas took the
kingdom of Sennacherib." And this proved to be twoamclusion of this
Assyrian expedition against the people of Jerusalem



Footnotes:

1. This title of great king, both in our Bibles, 2 K% 18:19; Isaiah 36:4,
and here in Josephus, is the very same that Her®dgives this
Sennacherib, as Spanheim takes notice on this.place

2. What Josephus says here, how Isaiah the prophatedsslezekiah that
"at this time he should not be besieged by the kihdssyria; that for
the future he might be secure of being not at isludoed by him; and
that [afterward] the people might go on peaceabhd without fear,
with their husbandry and other affairs,” is morstidict in our other
copies, both of the Kings and of Isaiah, and deservery great
consideration. The words are these: "This shalh lsggn unto thee, Ye
shall eat this year such as groweth of itself, #rel second year that
which springeth of the same; and in the third ysav ye, and reap, and
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof," 2 K&rikP:29; Isaiah 37:30;
which seem to me plainly to design a Sabbatic yaarear of jubilee
next after it, and the succeeding usual laborsfants of them on the
third and following years.

3. That this terrible calamity of the slaughter of tt#5,000 Assyrians is
here delivered in the words of Berosus the Chaldead that it was
certainly and frequently foretold by the Jewishpirets, and that it was
certainly and undeniably accomplished, see AutHeet. part II. p. 858.
We are here to take notice, that these two sorg&enhacherib, that ran
away into Armenia, became the heads of two famanslies there, the
Arzerunii and the Genunii; of which see the pattctnistories in Moses
Chorenensis, p. 60.



Chapter 2

God Bestowed Upon Hezekiah Fifteen Years Longer
Life

1. Now king Hezekiah being thus delivered, aftesugprising manner,
from the dread he was in, offered thank-offerirg&bd, with all his people,
because nothing else had destroyed some of themies, and made the rest
so fearful of undergoing the same fate that thggaded from Jerusalem, but
that Divine assistance. Yet, while he was veryaemlnd diligent about the
worship of God, did he soon afterwards fall intosavere distemper,
insomuch that the physicians despaired of him, exmected no good issue
of his sickness, as neither did his friends: argidas the distemper (1) itself,
there was a very melancholy circumstance that desed the king, which
was the consideration that he was childless, arglgeang to die, and leave
his house and his government without a successbrsobwn body; so he
was troubled at the thoughts of this his conditemmg lamented himself, and
entreated of God that he would prolong his life dolittle while till he had
some children, and not suffer him to depart tHes liefore he was become a
father. Hereupon God had mercy upon him, and aedegithis supplication,
because the trouble he was under at his supposd¢d @Was not because he
was soon to leave the advantages he enjoyed ikirtigom, nor did he on
that account pray that he might have a longeraiferded him, but in order
to have sons, that might receive the governmestr dftm. And God sent
Isaiah the prophet, and commanded him to informeiah, that within
three days' time he should get clear of his diserm@and should survive it
fifteen years, and that he should have childrea. &l®w, upon the prophet's
saying this, as God had commanded him, he couldlyhbelieve it, both on
account of the distemper he was under, which wag s@re, and by reason
of the surprising nature of what was told him; sodesired that Isaiah would
give him some sign or wonder, that he might belibia in what he had
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said, and be sensible that he came from God,; fiagshthat are beyond
expectation, and greater than our hopes, are ntadéte by actions of the
like nature. And when Isaiah had asked him whah 3ig desired to be
exhibited, he desired that he would make the shaglothe sun, which he
had already made to go down ten steps [or degmedsp house, to return
again to the same place, (2) and to make it asag mefore. And when the
prophet prayed to God to exhibit this sign to timgkhe saw what he desired
to see, and was freed from his distemper, and wernb the temple, where
he worshipped God, and made vows to him.

2. At this time it was that the dominion of the yisans was overthrown
by the Medes; (3) but of these things | shall tedaéwhere. But the king of
Babylon, whose name was Baladan, sent ambassaunldt®zekiah, with
presents, and desired he would be his ally andrieisd. So he received the
ambassadors gladly, and made them a feast, ancedhinm his treasures,
and his armory, and the other wealth he was posdedsin precious stones
and in gold, and gave them presents to be camié&htadan, and sent them
back to him. Upon which the prophet Isaiah camdito, and inquired of
him whence those ambassadors came; to which hiedephat they came
from Babylon, from the king; and that he had showesm all he had, that
by the sight of his riches and forces he mightdhgrguess at [the plenty he
was in], and be able to inform the king of it. Bbé prophet rejoined, and
said, "Know thou, that, after a little while, thesehes of thine shall be
carried away to Babylon, and thy posterity shalhieede eunuchs there, and
lose their manhood, and be servants to the kinBatdylon; for that God
foretold such things would come to pass." Upon Wwhiords Hezekiah was
troubled, and said that he was himself unwillingtthis nation should fall
into such calamities; yet since it is not possitbealter what God had
determined, he prayed that there might be peacke Wwhilived. Berosus also
makes mention of this Baladan, king of Babylon. Nasvto this prophet
[Isaiah], he was by the confession of all, a divared wonderful man in
speaking truth; and out of the assurance that denkaer written what was
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false, he wrote down all his prophecies, and ledtm behind him in books,
that their accomplishment might be judged of frdra events by posterity:
nor did this prophet do so alone, but the otherBiclwv were twelve in
number, did the same. And whatsoever is done amsngVhether it be
good, or whether it be bad, comes to pass accotditigeir prophecies; but
of every one of these we shall speak hereatfter.

Footnotes:

1. Josephus, and all our copies, place the sicknes$enékiah after the
destruction of Sennacherib's army, because it appedhave been after
his first assault, as he was going into Arabia Bggpt, where he pushed
his conquests as far as they would go, and in daddespatch his story
altogether; yet does no copy but this of Josephlysitswas after that
destruction, but only that it happened in thosesday about that time of
Hezekiah's life. Nor will the fifteen years' progmtion of his life after
his sickness, allow that sickness to have been th#a the former part
of the fifteenth year of his reign, since chronglatpes not allow him in
all above twenty-nine years and a few months; wasethe first assault
of Sennacherib was on the fourteenth year of Habkekbut the
destruction of Sennacherib's army was not tilldngghteenth year.

2. As to this regress of the shadow, either upon adsaln or the steps of
the royal palace built by Ahaz, whether it were sbglly done by the
real miraculous revolution of the earth in its dialr motion backward
from east to west for a while, and its return aga@nits old natural
revolution from west to east; or whether it wer¢ apparent only, and
performed by an aerial phosphorus, which imitatee $un's motion
backward, while a cloud hid the real sun; cannow¥ me determined.
Philosophers and astronomers will naturally inclite the latter
hypothesis. However, it must be noted, that Josegaems to have
understood it otherwise than we generally do, tha&t shadow was
accelerated as much at first forward as it was ntadgo backward
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afterward, and so the day was neither longer nortehthan usual;

which, it must be confessed agrees best of allstoomomy, whose

eclipses, older than the time were observed asdinge times of the day
as if this miracle had never happened. After &lis twvonderful signal

was not, it seems, peculiar to Judea, but eithem,s&r at least heard of,
at Babylon also, as appears by 2 Chronicles 321B&re we learn that
the Babylonian ambassadors were sent to Hezekiadm@ other things,

to inquire of the wonder that was done in the land.

. This expression of Josephus, that the Medes, upsmléstruction of the
Assyrian army, "overthrew" the Assyrian empire, reseto be too

strong; for although they immediately cast off th&srian yoke, and set
up Deioces, a king of their own, yet it was sonmeetibefore the Medes
and Babylonians overthrew Nineveh, and some geonagtere the

Medes and Persians under Cyaxares and Cyrus ca:@rthe Assyrian

or Babylonian empire, and took Babylon.



Chapter 3

Manasseh Reigned After Hezekiah

1. When king Hezekiah had survived the intervaltiofie already
mentioned, and had dwelt all that time in peacedied, having completed
fifty-four years of his life, and reigned twentyrei. But when his son
Manasseh, whose mother's name was Hephzibah,usfalem, had taken the
kingdom, he departed from the conduct of his fathed fell into a course of
life quite contrary thereto, and showed himselhis manners most wicked
in all respects, and omitted no sort of impiety,t bmitated those
transgressions of the Israelites, by the commissiavhich against God they
had been destroyed; for he was so hardy as teedefl temple of God, and
the city, and the whole country; for, by setting 6om a contempt of God,
he barbarously slew all the righteous men that vaemeng the Hebrews; nor
would he spare the prophets, for he every day deme of them, till
Jerusalem was overflown with blood. So God was yangt these
proceedings, and sent prophets to the king, atitetonultitude, by whom he
threatened the very same calamities to them whiadir tbrethren the
Israelites, upon the like affronts offered to Gadre now under. But these
men would not believe their words, by which betiedy might have reaped
the advantage of escaping all those miseries;igethdy in earnest learn that
what the prophets had told them was true.

2. And when they persevered in the same cours#epfGod raised up
war against them from the king of Babylon and Chaldvho sent an army
against Judea, and laid waste the country; andhtakigg Manasseh by
treachery, and ordered him to be brought to hing bBad him under his
power to inflict what punishment he pleased upan.tBut then it was that
Manasseh perceived what a miserable condition heimaand esteeming
himself the cause of all, he besought God to rehteeenemy humane and
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merciful to him. Accordingly, God heard his prayand granted him what
he prayed for. So Manasseh was released by the d¢gingabylon, and
escaped the danger he was in; and when he was tmrlerusalem, he
endeavored, if it were possible, to cast out ofrheamory those his former
sins against God, of which he now repented, armpfdy himself to a very
religious life. He sanctified the temple, and pwurgle city, and for the
remainder of his days he was intent on nothingtbuteturn his thanks to
God for his deliverance, and to preserve him piogst to him all his life
long. He also instructed the multitude to do theeaas having very nearly
experienced what a calamity he was fallen into byoatrary conduct. He
also rebuilt the altar, and offered the legal dmes, as Moses commanded.
And when he had re-established what concerned thmeDworship, as it
ought to be, he took care of the security of Jéensahe did not only repair
the old walls with great diligence, but added arothall to the former. He
also built very lofty towers, and the garrisoneadgals before the city he
strengthened, not only in other respects, but withvisions of all sorts that
they wanted. And indeed, when he had changed msefocourse, he so led
his life for the time to come, that from the timiehds return to piety towards
God he was deemed a happy man, and a pattern ftation. When
therefore he had lived sixty-seven years, he degdits life, having reigned
fifty-five years, and was buried in his own gardangd the kingdom came to
his son Amon, whose mother's name was Meshulenwdthhe city of
Jotbath.

11



Chapter 4

Amon Reigned Instead of Manasseh

1. This Amon imitated those works of his father ethhe insolently did
when he was young: so he had a conspiracy madaesadam by his own
servants, and was slain in his own house, whenaakliked twenty-four
years, and of them had reigned two. But the mulétpunished those that
slew Amon, and buried him with his father, and gthekingdom to his son
Josiah, who was eight years old. His mother wah@fcity of Boscath, and
her name was Jedidah. He was of a most excellsposition, and naturally
virtuous, and followed the actions of king David, @ pattern and a rule to
him in the whole conduct of his life. And when hasmwelve years old, he
gave demonstrations of his religious and rightdoeisavior; for he brought
the people to a sober way of living, and exhorteeint to leave off the
opinion they had of their idols, because they weskgods, but to worship
their own God. And by repeating on the actions & progenitors, he
prudently corrected what they did wrong, like ayelderly man, and like
one abundantly able to understand what was fiteodbne; and what he
found they had well done, he observed all the agumter, and imitated the
same. And thus he acted in following the wisdom aagdacity of his own
nature, and in compliance with the advice and ucsion of the elders; for
by following the laws it was that he succeeded il wa the order of his
government, and in piety with regard to the Divimership. And this
happened because the transgressions of the forings were seen no more,
but quite vanished away; for the king went abow ¢ity, and the whole
country, and cut down the groves which were devédestrange gods, and
overthrew their altars; and if there were any gifeslicated to them by his
forefathers, he made them ignominious, and plu¢keth down; and by this
means he brought the people back from their opimbaut them to the
worship of God. He also offered his accustomed isa®s and burnt-
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offerings upon the altar. Moreover, he ordainedaterjudges and overseers,
that they might order the matters to them severa#longing, and have
regard to justice above all things, and distributeth the same concern they
would have about their own soul. He also sent @lkthe country, and

desired such as pleased to bring gold and silvethforepairs of the temple,
according to every one's inclinations and abilitksd when the money was
brought in, he made one Maaseiah the governoreotitly, and Shaphan the
scribe, and Joab the recorder, and Eliakim the Ipigést, curators of the
temple, and of the charges contributed thereto; made no delay, nor put
the work off at all, but prepared architects, antatsoever was proper for
those repairs, and set closely about the workh8ddmple was repaired by
this means, and became a public demonstratioredfitiy's piety.

2. But when he was now in the eighteenth year sfréign, he sent to
Eliakim the high priest, and gave order, that ofitwlhhat money was
overplus, he should cast cups, and dishes, ansl, Y@l ministration [in the
temple]; and besides, that they should bring aldbld or silver which was
among the treasures, and expend that also in makmpg and the like
vessels. But as the high priest was bringing oaitgibld, he lighted upon the
holy books of Moses that were laid up in the templed when he had
brought them out, he gave them to Shaphan theesantho, when he had
read them, came to the king, and informed himahawas finished which he
had ordered to be done. He also read over the kooksn, who, when he
had heard them read, rent his garment, and calleBlliakim the high priest,
and for [Shaphan] the scribe, and for certain [dtloé his most particular
friends, and sent them to Huldah the prophetesswife of Shallum, (which
Shallum was a man of dignity, and of an eminentfgjrand bid them go to
her, and say that [he desired] she would appeadedhd endeavor to render
him propitious to them, for that there was causefet@r, lest, upon the
transgression of the laws of Moses by their foredet, they should be in
peril of going into captivity, and of being casttai their own country; lest
they should be in want of all things, and so erartdays miserably. When
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the prophetess had heard this from the messenumrsvere sent to her by
the king, she bid them go back to the king, andteay "God had already
given sentence against them, to destroy the peaptecast them out of their
country, and deprive them of all the happiness #gpyed; which sentence
none could set aside by any prayers of theirsesinwas passed on account
of their transgressions of the laws, and of thetrlmaving repented in so long
a time, while the prophets had exhorted them torainend had foretold the
punishment that would ensue on their impious pcasti which threatening
God would certainly execute upon them, that theghinbe persuaded that
he is God, and had not deceived them in any respedb what he had
denounced by his prophets; that yet, because Jasiala righteous man, he
would at present delay those calamities, but tlftet dis death he would
send on the multitude what miseries he had deteaior them.

3. So these messengers, upon this prophecy of ttneaw, came and
told it to the king; whereupon he sent to the peadery where, and ordered
that the priests and the Levites should come tegetthh Jerusalem; and
commanded that those of every age should be pressmtAnd when they
had gathered together, he first read to them the lhmoks; after which he
stood upon a pulpit, in the midst of the multitudad obliged them to make
a covenant, with an oath, that they would worshqal Gand keep the laws of
Moses. Accordingly, they gave their assent wilpghnd undertook to do
what the king had recommended to them. So they oiatedy offered
sacrifices, and that after an acceptable mannet, bmsought God to be
gracious and merciful to them. He also enjoinedhigd priest, that if there
remained in the temple any vessel that was dedidatedols, or to foreign
gods, they should cast it out. So when a great eurmabsuch vessels were
got together, he burnt them, and scattered théiesasbroad, and slew the
priests of the idols that were not of the familyAairon.

4. And when he had done thus in Jerusalem, he aamehe country,
and utterly destroyed what buildings had been m#dein by king
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Jeroboam, in honor of strange gods; and he bumtbtines of the false
prophets upon that altar which Jeroboam first bwhd, as the prophet
[Jadon], who came to Jeroboam when he was offesaegfice, and when all
the people heard him, foretold what would comedesp viz. that a certain
man of the house of David, Josiah by name, showdwtat is here
mentioned. And it happened that those predictiauk teffect after three
hundred and sixty-one years.

5. After these things, Josiah went also to suclerothraelites as had
escaped captivity and slavery under the Assyriand, persuaded them to
desist from their impious practices, and to lealfe¢he honors they paid to
strange gods, but to worship rightly their own Adimiy God, and adhere to
him. He also searched the houses, and the villagesthe cities, out of a
suspicion that somebody might have one idol orratherivate; nay, indeed,
he took away the chariots [of the sun] that wetaipan his royal palace, (1)
which his predecessors had framed, and what tlurges there was besides
which they worshipped as a god. And when he had thurged all the
country, he called the people to Jerusalem, ane tbelebrated the feast of
unleavened bread, and that called the passovealddegave the people for
paschal sacrifices, young kids of the goats, amib& thirty thousand, and
three thousand oxen for burnt-offerings. The ppatiof the priests also
gave to the priests against the passover two tindusad six hundred lambs;
the principal of the Levites also gave to the Levitive thousand lambs, and
five hundred oxen, by which means there was greity of sacrifices; and
they offered those sacrifices according to the lafvdloses, while every
priest explained the matter, and ministered to rnhdtitude. And indeed
there had been no other festival thus celebratethbyHebrews from the
times of Samuel the prophet; and the plenty of iees now was the
occasion that all things were performed accordinthé laws, and according
to the custom of their forefathers. So when Jos$iall after this lived in
peace, nay, in riches and reputation also, amdngeal, he ended his life in
the manner following.

15



Footnote:

1. It is hard to reconcile the account in the SecomdkBof Kings (ch.
23:11) with this account in Josephus, and to tedaghis passage truly
in Josephus, whose copies are supposed to bermpesfect. However,
the general sense of both seems to be this: Tl tivere certain
chariots, with their horses, dedicated to the aldhe sun, or to Moloch;
which idol might be carried about in processiorg arorshipped by the
people; which chariots were now "taken away," aepbus says, or, as
the Book of Kings says, "burnt with fire, by Joslah
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Chapter 5

Josiah Fought With Neco and Died

1. Now Neco, king of Egypt, raised an army, andahed to the river
Euphrates, in order to fight with the Medes and \Banans, who had
overthrown the dominion of the Assyrians, (1) fa Inad a desire to reign
over Asia. Now when he was come to the city Menadsch belonged to
the kingdom of Josiah, he brought an army to hinden from passing
through his own country, in his expedition agaitiet Medes. Now Neco
sent a herald to Josiah, and told him that he didnmake this expedition
against him, but was making haste to Euphrates;dasded that he would
not provoke him to fight against him, because h&roisted his march to the
place whither he had resolved to go. But Josialndidadmit of this advice
of Neco, but put himself into a posture to hinden Hrom his intended
march. | suppose it was fate that pushed him o dbnduct, that it might
take an occasion against him; for as he was sétig\grmy in array, (2) and
rode about in his chariot, from one wing of his arta another, one of the
Egyptians shot an arrow at him, and put an endd@&gerness of fighting;
for being sorely wounded, he command a retreaetedunded for his army,
and returned to Jerusalem, and died of that woand;was magnificently
buried in the sepulcher of his fathers, when he Iheatl thirty-nine years,
and of them had reigned thirty-one. But all the ggeanourned greatly for
him, lamenting and grieving on his account manysgand Jeremiah the
prophet composed an elegy to lament him, (3) wischxtant till tills time
also. Moreover, this prophet denounced beforehbrdsad calamities that
were coming upon the city. He also left behind Imnwriting a description
of that destruction of our nation which has lateippened in our days, and
the taking of Babylon; nor was he the only proptwio delivered such
predictions beforehand to the multitude, but soEkédkiel also, who was the
first person that wrote, and left behind him intung two books concerning
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these events. Now these two prophets were prigstsirth, but of them
Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem, from the thirteentr yé the reign of Josiah,
until the city and temple were utterly destroyeawdver, as to what befell
this prophet, we will relate it in its proper place

2. Upon the death of Josiah, which we have alrea€gtioned, his son,
Jehoahaz by name, took the kingdom, being abourttytaree years old. He
reigned in Jerusalem; and his mother was Hamutaheocity Libhah. He
was an impious man, and impure in his course ef liut as the king of
Egypt returned from the battle, he sent for Jehpabacome to him, to the
city called Hamath (4) which belongs to Syria; amden he was come, he
put him in bands, and delivered the kingdom to ethar of his, by the
father's side, whose name was Eliakim, and chahgedame to Jehoiakim
and laid a tribute upon the land of a hundred talef silver, and a talent of
gold; and this sum of money Jehoiakim paid by wéayribute; but Neco
carried away Jehoahaz into Egypt, where he diedchvieehad reigned three
months and ten days. Now Jehoiakim's mother wdsedc@lebudah, of the
city Rumah. He was of a wicked disposition, anddye do mischief; nor
was he either religions towards God, or good-ndttwevards men.

Footnotes:

1. This is a remarkable passage of chronology in Jasephat about the
latter end of the reign of Josiah, the Medes anbyB®aians overthrew
the empire of the Assyrians; or, in the words obit's continuator, that
"before Tobias died, he heard of the destructioNiokveh, which was
taken by Nebuchodonosor the Babylonian, and Assudra Mede,"
Tob. 14:15. See Dean Prideaux's Connexion, ateéhe§12.

2. This battle is justly esteemed the very same treb#btus (B. Il. sect.
156) mentions, when he says, that "Necao joinetiebaith the Syrians
[or Jews] at Magdolum, [Megiddo,] and beat thens,'Da. Hudson here
observes.
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3. Whether Josephus, from 2 Chronicles 35:25, heransnttee book of the
Lamentations of Jeremiah, still extant, which dlidéelongs to the
destruction of Jerusalem under Nebuchadnezzarp @ny other like
melancholy poem now lost, but extant in the days Jokephus,
belonging peculiarly to Josiah, cannot now be deitezd.

4. This ancient city Hamath, which is joined with Adpaor Aradus, and
with Damascus, 2 Kings 18:34; Isaiah 36:19; Jerami@:23, cities of
Syria and Phoenicia, near the borders of Judeaalgasitself evidently
near the same borders, though long ago utterlyalet.
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Chapter 6

Nebuchadnezzar Slew Jehoiakim

1. Now in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakiome whose name
was Nebuchadnezzar took the government over thgl&@abans, who at the
same time went up with a great army to the cityc@amish, which was at
Euphrates, upon a resolution he had taken to figtit Neco king of Egypt,
under whom all Syria then was. And when Neco uridedsthe intention of
the king of Babylon, and that this expedition wasde against him, he did
not despise his attempt, but made haste with at draad of men to
Euphrates to defend himself from Nebuchadnezzad, when they had
joined battle, he was beaten, and lost many teastirads [of his soldiers] in
the battle. So the king of Babylon passed over Eatph, and took all Syria,
as far as Pelusium, excepting Judea. But when Niloinezzar had already
reigned four years, which was the eighth of Jehmakgovernment over the
Hebrews, the king of Babylon made an expeditiomwighty forces against
the Jews, and required tribute of Jehoiakim, amelatiened upon his refusal
to make war against him. He was aftrighted athmisatening, and bought his
peace with money, and brought the tribute he wesred to bring for three
years.

2. But on the third year, upon hearing that thegkih the Babylonians
made an expedition against the Egyptians, he dighay his tribute; yet was
he disappointed of his hope, for the Egyptians tdaog fight at this time.
And indeed the prophet Jeremiah foretold every daw vainly they relied
on their hopes from Egypt, and how the city woukd dverthrown by the
king of Babylon, and Jehoiakim the king would bddwed by him. But
what he thus spake proved to be of no advantatieetn, because there were
none that should escape; for both the multitude thedrulers, when they
heard him, had no concern about what they heardpbing displeased at
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what was said, as if the prophet were a divinemegjghe king, they accused
Jeremiah, and bringing him before the court, theyuired that a sentence
and a punishment might be given against him. Ndvihal rest gave their
votes for his condemnation, but the elders refusdah prudently sent away
the prophet from the court of [the prison], andsp@ded the rest to do
Jeremiah no harm; for they said that he was nobtite person who foretold
what would come to the city, but that Micah sigedfithe same before him,
as well as many others, none of which suffered thimg of the kings that
then reigned, but were honored as the prophetdf 6o they mollified the
multitude with these words, and delivered Jerenfiam the punishment to
which he was condemned. Now when this prophet hattew all his
prophecies, and the people were fasting, and assdrabthe temple, on the
ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, he retwe book he had
composed of his predictions of what was to befadl tity, and the temple,
and the multitude. And when the rulers heard afhiey took the book from
him, and bid him and Baruch the scribe to go thaiys, lest they should be
discovered by one or other; but they carried thekband gave it to the king;
so he gave order, in the presence of his friefindd,his scribe should take it,
and read it. When the king heard what it contailedwas angry, and tore it,
and cast it into the fire, where it was consumed.atso commanded that
they should seek for Jeremiah, and Baruch theescaibd bring them to him,
that they might be punished. However, they escapednger.

3. Now, a little time afterwards, the king of Batwylmade an expedition
against Jehoiakim, whom he received [into the ciyld this out of fear of
the foregoing predictions of this prophet, as s&omp he should suffer
nothing that was terrible, because he neither shetgates, nor fought
against him; yet when he was come into the cityditenot observe the
covenants he had made, but he slew such as wdhne fftower of their age,
and such as were of the greatest dignity, togetiitrtheir king Jehoiakim,
whom he commanded to be thrown before the walldout any burial; and
made his son Jehoiachin king of the country, anth@fcity: he also took the
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principal persons in dignity for captives, threeubkand in number, and led
them away to Babylon; among which was the proplzekil, who was then
but young. And this was the end of king Jehoiakuien he had lived thirty-
six years, and of them reigned eleven. But Jehmasincceeded him in the
kingdom, whose mother's name was Nehushta; she avastizen of
Jerusalem. He reigned three months and ten days.
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Chapter 7

Nebuchadnezzar Delivered the Kingdom to
Zedekiah

1. But a terror seized on the king of Babylon, wiad given the
kingdom to Jehoiachin, and that immediately; he wafaaid that he should
bear him a grudge, because of his killing his fatilaed thereupon should
make the country revolt from him; wherefore he samarmy, and besieged
Jehoiachin in Jerusalem; but because he was afteegmnd just disposition,
he did not desire to see the city endangered omadusunt, but he took his
mother and kindred, and delivered them to the congd®is sent by the king
of Babylon, and accepted of their oaths, that eeighould they suffer any
harm, nor the city; which agreement they did natesbe for a single year,
for the king of Babylon did not keep it, but gavelers to his generals to
take all that were in the city captives, both theth and the handicraftsmen,
and bring them bound to him; their number was eusand eight hundred
and thirty-two; as also Jehoiachin, and his moto®d friends. And when
these were brought to him, he kept them in custaalyd appointed
Jehoiachin's uncle, Zedekiah, to be king; and nmthetake an oath, that he
would certainly keep the kingdom for him, and makennovation, nor have
any league of friendship with the Egyptians.

2. Now Zedekiah was twenty and one year's old whentook the
government; and had the same mother with his brdileoiakim, but was a
despiser of justice and of his duty, for truly taasf the same age with him
were wicked about him, and the whole multitude @dat unjust and
insolent things they pleased; for which reason ghemphet Jeremiah came
often to him, and protested to him, and insistedt he must leave off his
impieties and transgressions, and take care of whatright, and neither
give ear to the rulers, (among whom were wicked ,imear give credit to
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their false prophets, who deluded them, as if timg lof Babylon would
make no more war against them, and as if the Egyptivould make war
against him, and conqguer him, since what they wsad not true, and the
events would not prove such [as they expected]. Hew Zedekiah himself,
while he heard the prophet speak, he believed &nu,agreed to every thing
as true, and supposed it was for his advantagehbkuathis friends perverted
him, and dissuaded him from what the prophet adyiaad obliged him to
do what they pleased. Ezekiel also foretold in Batboyvhat calamities were
coming upon the people, which when he heard, hé asssounts of them
unto Jerusalem. But Zedekiah did not believe thmphecies, for the reason
following: It happened that the two prophets agreg@tli one another in what
they said as in all other things, that the citywdtddoe taken, and Zedekiah
himself should be taken captive; but Ezekiel disadrwith him, and said
that Zedekiah should not see Babylon, while Jeremad to him, that the
king of Babylon should carry him away thither imlgis. And be-

3. Now when Zedekiah had preserved the league tfahassistance he
had made with the Babylonians for eight years, takd it, and revolted to
the Egyptians, in hopes, by their assistance, efaming the Babylonians.
When the king of Babylon knew this, he made wailraggehim: he laid his
country waste, and took his fortified towns, antheato the city Jerusalem
itself to besiege it. But when the king of Egyptate what circumstances
Zedekiah his ally was in, he took a great army witim, and came into
Judea, as if he would raise the siege; upon whieh king of Babylon
departed from Jerusalem, and met the Egyptiansjoamet] battle with them,
and beat them; and when he had put them to flightpursued them, and
drove them out of all Syria. Now as soon as theg kii Babylon was
departed from Jerusalem, the false prophets det&gdekiah, and said that
the king of Babylon would not any more make wariasgfahim or his people,
nor remove them out of their own country into Balyland that those then
in captivity would return, with all those vesselstloe temple of which the
king of Babylon had despoiled that temple. But Geaén came among them,
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and prophesied what contradicted those predictiand, what proved to be
true, that they did ill, and deluded the king; the Egyptians would be of
no advantage to them, but that the king of Babylmuld renew the war
against Jerusalem, and besiege it again, and waesdtroy the people by
famine, and carry away those that remained intdaiagp and would take
away what they had as spoils, and would carrylaf6é riches that were in
the temple; nay, that, besides this, he would bitjrand utterly overthrow
the city, and that they should serve him and hstqrdy seventy years; that
then the Persians and the Medes should put ancetiteir servitude, and
overthrow the Babylonians; "and that we shall b&issed, and return to
this land, and rebuild the temple, and restore siem." When Jeremiah
said this, the greater part believed him; but thlers, and those that were
wicked, despised him, as one disordered in hiseseriéow he had resolved
to go elsewhere, to his own country, which wasechnathoth, and was
twenty furlongs distant from Jerusalem; (1) andh@svas going, one of the
rulers met him, and seized upon him, and accusadfdsely, as though he
were going as a deserter to the Babylonians; brégmilah said that he
accused him falsely, and added, that he was onhggo his own country;
but the other would not believe him, but seizedrupmn, and led him away
to the rulers, and laid an accusation against bimder whom he endured all
sorts of torments and tortures, and was reservéee fmunished; and this was
the condition he was in for some time, while hdexefd what | have already
described unjustly.

4. Now in the ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah,the tenth day of the
tenth month, the king of Babylon made a second di¥pa against
Jerusalem, and lay before it eighteen months, asttged it with the utmost
application. There came upon them also two of tieatgst calamities at the
same time that Jerusalem was besieged, a famine aamstilential
distemper, and made great havoc of them. And thdgliprophet Jeremiah
was in prison, he did not rest, but cried out, @mdclaimed aloud, and
exhorted the multitude to open their gates, anditattra king of Babylon,
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for that if they did so, they should be presengd] their whole families; but
if they did not so, they should be destroyed; aaddmnetold, that if any one
staid in the city, he should certainly perish by af these ways, - either be
consumed by the famine, or slain by the enemy'sdwut that if he would
flee to the enemy, he should escape death. Yeatdatithese rulers who heard
believe him, even when they were in the midst eirtsore calamities; but
they came to the king, and in their anger inforrheéd what Jeremiah had
said, and accused him, and complained of the ptagmhef a madman, and
one that disheartened their minds, and by the deation of miseries
weakened the alacrity of the multitude, who welteeotise ready to expose
themselves to dangers for him, and for their coumhile he, in a way of
threatening, warned them to flee to the enemy, tattlthem that the city
should certainly be taken, and be utterly destroyed

5. But for the king himself, he was not at alltated against Jeremiah,
such was his gentle and righteous disposition; tfedt he might not be
engaged in a quarrel with those rulers at suckhna,tby opposing what they
intended, he let them do with the prophet whatsoetheey would;
whereupon, when the king had granted them such reniggon, they
presently came into the prison, and took him, atdim down with a cord
into a pit full of mire, that he might be suffocdteand die of himself. So he
stood up to the neck in the mire which was all alboon, and so continued;
but there was one of the king's servants, who wassteem with him, an
Ethiopian by descent, who told the king what aesthé prophet was in, and
said that his friends and his rulers had done iavdutting the prophet into
the mire, and by that means contriving against that he should suffer a
death more bitter than that by his bonds only. Winenking heard this, he
repented of his having delivered up the prophethto rulers, and bid the
Ethiopian take thirty men of the king's guards, awdds with them, and
whatsoever else they understood to be necessaryther prophet's
preservation, and to draw him up immediately. S® EHthiopian took the
men he was ordered to take, and drew up the prapitetf the mire, and left
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him at liberty [in the prison].

6. But when the king had sent to call him privatalgd inquired what he
could say to him from God, which might be suitalite his present
circumstances, and desired him to inform him odétremiah replied, that he
had somewhat to say; but he said withal, he shootde believed, nor, if he
admonished them, should be hearkened to; "ford bai "thy friends have
determined to destroy me, as though | had beetygfilsome wickedness;
and where are now those men who deceived us, addhsd the king of
Babylon would not come and fight against us anyafidout | am afraid now
to speak the truth, lest thou shouldst condemnontiet” And when the king
had assured him upon oath, that he would neithasélf put him to death,
nor deliver him up to the rulers, he became boloinughat assurance that was
given him, and gave him this advice: That he shold/er the city up to the
Babylonians; and he said that it was God who prsigldethis by him, that
[he must do so] if he would be preserved, and esca of the danger he
was in, and that then neither should the citytfathe ground, nor should the
temple be burned; but that [if he disobeyed] he lddne the cause of these
miseries coming upon the citizens, and of the cajathat would befall his
whole house. When the king heard this, he said lkatvould willingly do
what he persuaded him to, and what he declaredowmailto his advantage,
but that he was afraid of those of his own couttiat had fallen away to the
Babylonians, lest he should be accused by thermetdihg of Babylon, and
be punished. But the prophet encouraged him, aldheahad no cause to
fear such punishment, for that he should not h#nee experience of any
misfortune, if he would deliver all up to the Batwylans, neither himself,
nor his children, nor his wives, and that the teanghould then continue
unhurt. So when Jeremiah had said this, the kinlgihe go, and charged him
to betray what they had resolved on to none otitizens, nor to tell any of
these matters to any of the rulers, if they shddsie learned that he had
been sent for, and should inquire of him what iswreat he was sent for, and
what he had said to him; but to pretend to thermhhleabesought him that he
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might not be kept in bonds and in prison. And irttlee said so to them; for
they came to the, prophet, and asked him what advizas that he came to
give the king relating to them. And thus | havadired what concerns this
matter.

Footnote:

1. Josephus says here that Jeremiah prophesied yobfahke return of the
Jews from the Babylonian captivity, and this untle® Persians and
Medes, as in our other copies; but of cause thdyndt both say the
same thing as to this circumstance, he disbeliewbdt they both
appeared to agree in, and condemned them as rakisgdruth therein,
although all the things foretold him did come tspaccording to their
prophecies, as we shall show upon a fitter oppdstitheir rebuilding
the temple, and even the city Jerusalem, which aloappear in our
copies under his name. See the note on Antiq. BciXI1. sect. 3.
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Chapter 8

Nebuchadnezzar Burnt Solomon's Temple

of Jerusalem; and he erected towers upon greatsbahlkarth, and from
them repelled those that stood upon the walls;l$® made a great number
of such banks round about the whole city, whosghteivas equal to those
walls. However, those that were within bore thegsievith courage and
alacrity, for they were not discouraged, either thg famine, or by the
pestilential distemper, but were of cheerful mimaghe prosecution of the
war, although those miseries within oppressed thaén, and they did not
suffer themselves to be terrified, either by thatdeances of the enemy, or
by their engines of war, but contrived still di#et engines to oppose all the
other withal, till indeed there seemed to be anrergtruggle between the
Babylonians and the people of Jerusalem, whichtiadreater sagacity and
skill; the former party supposing they should beréy too hard for the
other, for the destruction of the city; the latiglacing their hopes of
deliverance in nothing else but in persevering ucths inventions in
opposition to the other, as might demonstrate themg's engines were
useless to them. And this siege they endured girteen months, until they
were destroyed by the famine, and by the darts lwthe enemy threw at
them from the towers.

2. Now the city was taken on the ninth day of therth month, in the
eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah. They wakeed only generals of
the king of Babylon, to whom Nebuchadnezzar consditihe care of the
siege, for he abode himself in the city of Ribl&he names of these generals
who ravaged and subdued Jerusalem, if any oneedsknow them, were
these: Nergal Sharezer, Samgar Nebo, Rabsarisechars and Rabmag.
And when the city was taken about midnight, andethemy's generals were

29



entered into the temple, and when Zedekiah wasldendf it, he took his
wives, and his children, and his captains, andrl@ads, and with them fled
out of the city, through the fortified ditch, angr@ugh the desert; and when
certain of the deserters had informed the Babylmnd this, at break of day,
they made haste to pursue after Zedekiah, and amkettim not far from
Jericho, and encompassed him about. But for theseds and captains of
Zedekiah who had fled out of the city with him, whaey saw their enemies
near them, they left him, and dispersed themsebaae one way, and some
another, and every one resolved to save himsethesenemy took Zedekiah
alive, when he was deserted by all but a few, Wwighchildren and his wives,
and brought him to the king. When he was come, Nleddnezzar began to
call him a wicked wretch, and a covenant-breakead, @he that had forgotten
his former words, when he promised to keep the wguor him. He also
reproached him for his ingratitude, that when hd teceived the kingdom
from him, who had taken it from Jehoiachin, andegivut to him, he had
made use of the power he gave him against himgiénat it; "but," said he,
"God is great, who hated that conduct of thine, hath brought thee under
us." And when he had used these words to Zedelkeabpmmanded his sons
and his friends to be slain, while Zedekiah andrés of the captains looked
on; after which he put out the eyes of Zedekiald, laound him, and carried
him to Babylon. And these things happened to hiiy, &8s Jeremiah and
Ezekiel had foretold to him, that he should be td&uand brought before the
king of Babylon, and should speak to him face tefeand should see his
eyes with his own eyes; and thus far did Jeremraphesy. But he was also
made blind, and brought to Babylon, but did not Be@ccording to the
prediction of Ezekiel.

3. We have said thus much, because it was sufficieshow the nature
of God to such as are ignorant of it, that it ismas, and acts many different
ways, and that all events happen after a regulamnera in their proper
season, and that it foretells what must come te.pass also sufficient to
show the ignorance and incredulity of men, whert®y are not permitted
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to foresee any thing that is future, and are, withany guard, exposed to
calamities, so that it is impossible for them toidvthe experience of those
calamities.

4. And after this manner have the kings of Davidte ended their lives,
being in number twenty-one, until the last king,ondll together reigned five
hundred and fourteen years, and six months, andlags; of whom Saul,
who was their first king, retained the governmemerity years, though he
was not of the same tribe with the rest.

5. And now it was that the king of Babylon sent Nedradan, the
general of his army, to Jerusalem, to pillage #mapie, who had it also in
command to burn it and the royal palace, and totha&ycity even with the
ground, and to transplant the people into Babykatordingly, he came to
Jerusalem in the eleventh year of king Zedekiad,mltaged the temple, and
carried out the vessels of God, both gold and silaed particularly that
large laver which Solomon dedicated, as also tHarpiof brass, and their
chapiters, with the golden tables and the candlkestiand when he had
carried these off, he set fire to the temple inftfte month, the first day of
the month, in the eleventh year of the reign of &eah, and in the
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar: he also buenp#ttace, and overthrew
the city. Now the temple was burnt four hundred aeglenty years, six
months, and ten days after it was built. It wasitbae thousand and sixty-
two years, six months, and ten days from the depamut of Egypt; and
from the deluge to the destruction of the temgie, whole interval was one
thousand nine hundred and fifty-seven years, sinthg) and ten days; but
from the generation of Adam, until this befell tteanple, there were three
thousand five hundred and thirteen years, six ngrahd ten days; so great
was the number of years hereto belonging. And veadibns were done
during these years we have particularly relatedt Be general of the
Babylonian king now overthrew the city to the veigundations, and
removed all the people, and took for prisonershigh priest Seraiah, and
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Zephaniah the priest that was next to him, andrtibers that guarded the
temple, who were three in number, and the eunuah wédes over the armed
men, and seven friends of Zedekiah, and his scaibe sixty other rulers; all
which, together with the vessels which they hathgéd, he carried to the
king of Babylon to Riblah, a city of Syria. So tkieg commanded the heads
of the high priest and of the rulers to be cuttbére; but he himself led all
the captives and Zedekiah to Babylon. He also tes®dek the high priest
away bound. He was the son of Seraiah the higtstprighom the king of
Babylon had slain in Riblah, a city of Syria, asjwst now related.

6. And now, because we have enumerated the suooesisihe kings,
and who they were, and how long they reigned, nkht necessary to set
down the names of the high priests, and who the weat succeeded one
another in the high priesthood under the Kings. fiits¢ high priest then at
the temple which Solomon built was Zadok; after s son Achimas
received that dignity; after Achimas was Azarias $on was Joram, and
Joram's son was Isus; after him was Axioramus;sbrs was Phidens, and
Phideas's son was Sudeas, and Sudeas's son wes anel Juelus's son was
Jotham, and Jotham's son was Urias, and Urias'waeiNerias, and Nerias's
son was Odeas, and his son was Sallumus, and Salkison was Elcias,
and his son [was Azarias, and his son] was Saf@2asand his son was
Josedec, who was carried captive to Babylon. Adiséhreceived the high
priesthood by succession, the sons from their fathe

7. When the king was come to Babylon, he kept Ziadhelk prison until
he died, and buried him magnificently, and dedidatee vessels he had
pillaged out of the temple of Jerusalem to his ayads, and planted the
people in the country of Babylon, but freed thehhjgiest from his bonds.

Footnotes:

1. This observation of Josephus about the seeminggréisment of
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Jeremiah, ch. 32:4, and 34:3, and Ezekiel 12:18rdml agreement at
last, concerning the fate of Zedekiah, is very @mund very remarkable.
See ch. 7. sect. 2. Nor is it at all unlikely thia¢ courtiers and false
prophets might make use of this seeming contramticto dissuade
Zedekiah from believing either of those prophets, Jasephus here
intimates he was dissuaded thereby.

. | have here inserted in brackets this high priesarfas, though he be
omitted in all Josephus's copies, out of the Jewvasionicle, Seder
Olam, of how little authority soever | generallytessm such late
Rabbinical historians, because we know from Josgpinself, that the
number of the high priests belonging to this ink&rwas eighteen,
Antig. B. XX. ch. 10., whereas his copies have Haue seventeen. Of
this character of Baruch, the son of Neriah, arelgénuineness of his
book, that stands now in our Apocrypha, and thet ieally a canonical
book, and an appendix to Jeremiah, see Authent.FRetl. p. 1--11.
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Chapter 9

Nebuchadnezzar Took Captive That Were Left In
Judea

1. Now the general of the army, Nebuzaradan, whehdd carried the
people of the Jews into captivity, left the poarddhose that had deserted, in
the country, and made one, whose name was Gedtdalkpn of Ahikam, a
person of a noble family, their governor; which @kah was of a gentle and
righteous disposition. He also commanded them ttiey should cultivate
the ground, and pay an appointed tribute to thg.kie also took Jeremiah
the prophet out of prison, and would have persuddedto go along with
him to Babylon, for that he had been enjoined leykimg to supply him with
whatsoever he wanted; and if he did not like tosdp he desired him to
inform him where he resolved to dwell, that he nhigjlgnify the same to the
king. But the prophet had no mind to follow him,rrio dwell any where
else, but would gladly live in the ruins of his otty, and in the miserable
remains of it. When the general understood what gugose was, he
enjoined Gedaliah, whom he left behind, to takgpa#isible care of him, and
to supply him with whatsoever he wanted. So whemadn given him rich
presents, he dismissed him. Accordingly, Jeremladda in a city of that
country, which was called Mispah; and desired oblNmradan that he
would set at liberty his disciple Baruch, the sdnNeriah, one of a very
eminent family, and exceeding skillful in the laage of his country.

2. When Nebuzaradan had done thus, he made haBabybon. But as
to those that fled away during the siege of Jeamsabnd had been scattered
over the country, when they heard that the Babglemwere gone away, and
had left a remnant in the land of Jerusalem, amsehsuch as were to
cultivate the same, they came together from alispar Gedaliah to Mispah.
Now the rulers that were over them were Johananstm of Kareah, and
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Jezaniah, and Seraiah, and others beside them.tiNoe was of the royal
family one Ishmael, a wicked man, and very crafthip, during the siege of
Jerusalem, fled to Baalis, the king of the Ammamitend abode with him
during that time; and Gedaliah persuaded them, they were there, to stay
with him, and to have no fear of the Babyloniarw, that if they would
cultivate the country, they should suffer no hafimis he assured them of by
oath; and said that they should have him for tpaitron, and that if any
disturbance should arise, they should find him ygaddefend them. He also
advised them to dwell in any city, as every ondh@m pleased; and that
they would send men along with his own servantd, r@build their houses
upon the old foundations, and dwell there; and kienanished them
beforehand, that they should make preparation,enthié season lasted, of
corn, and wine, and oil, that they might have wher¢o feed during the
winter. When he had thus discoursed to them, haidsed them, that every
one might dwell in what place of the country heaglked.

3. Now when this report was spread abroad as fahesations that
bordered on Judea, that Gedaliah kindly entertaihede that came to him,
after they had fled away, upon this [only] conditidhat they should pay
tribute to the king of Babylon, they also came fgatb Gedaliah, and
inhabited the country. And when Johanan, and tleegahat were with him,
observed the country, and the humanity of Gedatiady were exceedingly
in love with him, and told him that Baalis, the giof the Ammonites, had
sent Ishmael to kill him by treachery, and secréetiyt he might have the
dominion over the Israelites, as being of the rdgaiily; and they said that
he might deliver himself from this treacherous daesif he would give them
leave to slay Ishmael, and nobody should knowoit,they told him they
were afraid that, when he was killed by the othike entire ruin of the
remaining strength of the Israelites would ensug.H& professed that he did
not believe what they said, when they told himudhsa treacherous design,
in a man that had been well treated by him; bec@usas not probable that
one who, under such a want of all things, had daidé nothing that was
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necessary for him, should be found so wicked angrataful towards his
benefactor, that when it would be an instance akedness in him not to
save him, had he been treacherously assaultedhaysotto endeavor, and
that earnestly, to kill him with his own hands: ttHaowever, if he ought to
suppose this information to be true, it was béiberhimself to be slain by
the other, than to destroy a man who fled to hinréduge, and intrusted his
own safety to him, and committed himself to higpdsal.

4. So Johanan, and the rulers that were with hiot, being able to
persuade Gedaliah, went away. But after the interfvthirty days was over,
Ishmael came again to Gedaliah, to the city Mispaid ten men with him;
and when he had feasted Ishmael, and those thatwitgr him, in a splendid
manner at his table, and had given them preseatbebame disordered in
drink, while he endeavored to be very merry witanty and when Ishmael
saw him in that case, and that he was drownedsrcips to the degree of
insensibility, and fallen asleep, he rose up ondden, with his ten friends,
and slew Gedaliah, and those that were with hinhatfeast; and when he
had slain them, he went out by night, and slewiredl Jews that were in the
city, and those soldiers also which were left theby the Babylonians. But
the next day fourscore men came out of the coumtityh presents to
Gedaliah, none of them knowing what had befallan;iwhen Ishmael saw
them, he invited them in to Gedaliah, and when theye come in, he shut
up the court, and slew them, and cast their deadebalown into a certain
deep pit, that they might not be seen; but of tHesescore men Ishmael
spared those that entreated him not to kill théihthey had delivered up to
him what riches they had concealed in the fieldaststing of their furniture,
and garments, and corn: but he took captive thelpdbat were in Mispah,
with their wives and children; among whom were thaughters of king
Zedekiah, whom Nebuzaradan, the general of the afmBabylon, had left
with Gedaliah. And when he had done this, he caméhé king of the
Ammonites.
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5. But when Johanan and the rulers with him hemhat was done at
Mispah by Ishmael, and of the death of Gedaliady thad indignation at it,
and every one of them took his own armed men, antecsuddenly to fight
with Ishmael, and overtook him at the fountain iebisfbn. And when those
that were carried away captives by Ishmael sawnkrhand the rulers, they
were very glad, and looked upon them as comingped fassistance; so they
left him that had carried them captives, and cawmer ¢do Johanan: then
Ishmael, with eight men, fled to the king of the Anites; but Johanan
took those whom he had rescued out of the handshohael, and the
eunuchs, and their wives and children, and cama tertain place called
Mandra, and there they abode that day, for theydadrmined to remove
from thence and go into Egypt, out of fear, legt Babylonians should slay
them, in case they continued in the country, arad tut of anger at the
slaughter of Gedaliah, who had been by them setibfe governor.

6. Now while they were under this deliberation, alwdn, the son of
Kareah, and the rulers. that were with him, camdei@miah the prophet,
and desired that he would pray to God, that bectnesewere at an utter loss
about what they ought to do, he would discovep ithem, and they sware
that they would do whatsoever Jeremiah should eaii@gm. And when the
prophet said he would be their intercessor with dbdame to pass, that
after ten days God appeared to him, and said #hahbuld inform Johanan,
and the other rulers, and all the people, that baldvbe with them while
they continued in that country, and take care efithand keep them from
being hurt by the Babylonians, of whom they wemraidf but that he would
desert them if they went into Egypt, and, out af tiwrath against them,
would inflict the same punishments upon them whibby knew their
brethren had already endured. So when the propdeetiiformed Johanan
and the people that God had foretold these thimgsyas not believed, when
he said that God commanded them to continue incthentry; but they
imagined that he said so to gratify Baruch, his amgtiple, and belied God,
and that he persuaded them to stay there, thatntinggyt be destroyed by the

37



Babylonians. Accordingly, both the people and Jahnamlisobeyed the
counsel of God, which he gave them by the propaetl removed into
Egypt, and carried Jeremiah and Barnch along with h

7. And when they were there, God signified to theppet that the king
of Babylon was about making an expedition agaihst Egyptians, and
commanded him to foretell to the people that Egytuld be taken, and the
king of Babylon should slay some of them and, sthaake others captive,
and bring them to Babylon; which things came tospascordingly; for on
the fifth year after the destruction of Jerusalerhich was the twenty-third
of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, he made an expadagainst Celesyria;
and when he had possessed himself of it, he made against the
Ammonites and Moabites; and when he had broughhalie nations under
subjection, he fell upon Egypt, in order to oventhrit; and he slew the king
that then reigned (1) and set up another; and ble ttlose Jews that were
there captives, and led them away to Babylon. Anthsvas the end of the
nation of the Hebrews, as it hath been deliveragindtm us, it having twice
gone beyond Euphrates; for the people of the tbedrwere carried out of
Samaria by the Assyrians, in the days of king Hashéer which the people
of the two tribes that remained after Jerusalem te&en [were carried
away] by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon andl@a. Now as to
Shalmanezer, he removed the Israelites out of tbeimtry, and placed
therein the nation of the Cutheans, who had foymeelonged to the inner
parts of Persia and Media, but were then called &igans, by taking the
name of the country to which they were removed;thatking of Babylon,
who brought out the two tribes, (2) placed no oth&tion in their country,
by which means all Judea and Jerusalem, and theldeoontinued to be a
desert for seventy years; but the entire interféihee which passed from the
captivity of the Israelites, to the carrying awdytlee two tribes, proved to be
a hundred and thirty years, six months, and tes.day
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Footnotes:

1. Herodotus says, this king of Egypt [Pharaoh HoploraApries] was
slain by the Egyptians, as Jeremiah foretold heughter by his
enemies, Jeremiah 44:29, 30, and that as a sigheoflestruction of
Egypt [by Nebuchadnezzar]. Josephus says, this laag slain by
Nebuchadnezzar himself.

2. We see here that Judea was left in a manner destiiar the captivity
of the two tribes and was not | with foreign coks)i perhaps as an
indication of Providence that the Jews were to opjee it without
opposition themselves. | also esteem the latter predent desolate
condition of the same country, without being repedpby foreign
colonies, to be a like indication, that the sameslare hereafter to
repeople it again themselves, at their so long eegefuture restoration.
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Chapter 10

Daniel and What Befell Him at Babylon

1. But now Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, tookneoof the most
noble of the Jews that were children, and the kersof Zedekiah their king,
such as were remarkable for the beauty of theirdsp@nd the comeliness of
their countenances, and delivered them into thelha tutors, and to the
improvement to be made by them. He also made soimineon to be
eunuchs; which course he took also with those led¢romations whom he had
taken in the flower of their age, and afforded thiir diet from his own
table, and had them instructed in the institutethefcountry, and taught the
learning of the Chaldeans; and they had now exscithemselves
sufficiently in that wisdom which he had orderedeythshould apply
themselves to. Now among these there were founefamily of Zedekiah,
of most excellent dispositions, one of whom wasecdaDaniel, another was
called Ananias, another Misael, and the fourth Rmarand the king of
Babylon changed their names, and commanded thatstiemild make use of
other names. Daniel he called Baltasar; Ananiasadfich; Misael,
Meshach; and Azarias, Abednego. These the king ihadsteem, and
continued to love, because of the very excellentper they were of, and
because of their application to learning, and thefgss they had made in
wisdom.

2. Now Daniel and his kinsmen had resolved to usevare diet, and to
abstain from those kinds of food which came frora #ing's table, and
entirely to forbear to eat of all living creatur&a he came to Ashpenaz, who
was that eunuch to whom the care of them was cameuhi{l) and desired
him to take and spend what was brought for themmftloe king, but to give
them pulse and dates for their food, and any tleisg, besides the flesh of
living creatures, that he pleased, for that thatinations were to that sort of
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food, and that they despised the other. He replieat,he was ready to serve
them in what they desired, but he suspected tlegtvirould be discovered by
the king, from their meagre bodies, and the al@nadf their countenances,
because it could not be avoided but their bodiesamiors must be changed
with their diet, especially while they would bealy discovered by the finer
appearance of the other children, who would fateeheand thus they should
bring him into danger, and occasion him to be pheds yet did they
persuade Arioch, who was thus fearful, to give theinat food they desired
for ten days, by way of trial; and in case the halbitheir bodies were not
altered, to go on in the same way, as expectingttiey should not be hurt
thereby afterwards; but if he saw them look meagne, worse than the rest,
he should reduce them to their former diet. Now nvhieappeared that they
were so far from becoming worse by the use of thesl, that they grew
plumper and fuller in body than the rest, insomthat he thought those who
fed on what came from the king's table seemedp&ssp and full, while
those that were with Daniel looked as if they hadd in plenty, and in all
sorts of luxury. Arioch, from that time, securebok himself what the king
sent every day from his supper, according to custonthe children, but
gave them the forementioned diet, while they haelirtisouls in some
measure more pure, and less burdened, and soféttéearning, and had
their bodies in better tune for hard labor; forytheeither had the former
oppressed and heavy with variety of meats, nor Wexrether effeminate on
the same account; so they readily understood alletarning that was among
the Hebrews, and among the Chaldeans, as espeatidlaniel, who being
already sufficiently skillful in wisdom, was very uby about the
interpretation of dreams; and God manifested hihtediim.

3. Now two years after the destruction of EgyphgkNebuchadnezzar
saw a wonderful dream, the accomplishment of wiicld showed him in
his sleep; but when he arose out of his bed, lgpfdhe accomplishment. So
he sent for the Chaldeans and magicians, and tdphets, and told them that
he had seen a dream, and informed them that he forgmbtten the
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accomplishment of what he had seen, and he enjdimeed to tell him both
what the dream was, and what was its significataond they said that this
was a thing impossible to be discovered by menthmy promised him, that
if he would explain to them what dream he had s#ey, would tell him its
signification. Hereupon he threatened to put therddath, unless they told
him his dream; and he gave command to have themualto death, since
they confessed they could not do what they werencanided to do. Now
when Daniel heard that the king had given a commtrad all the wise men
should be put to death, and that among them hinaselfhis three kinsmen
were in danger, he went to Arioch, who was capbéitme king's guards, and
desired to know of him what was the reason why kv had given
command that all the wise men, and Chaldeans, agicrans should be
slain. So when he had learned that the king had ehableam, and had
forgotten it, and that when they were enjoinedntorim the king of it, they
had said they could not do it, and had thereby gked him to anger, he
desired of Arioch that he would go in to the kiagd desire respite for the
magicians for one night, and to put off their slaiég so long, for that he
hoped within that time to obtain, by prayer to Gédwk knowledge of the
dream. Accordingly, Arioch informed the king of whaaniel desired. So
the king bid them delay the slaughter of the magisitill he knew what
Daniel's promise would come to; but the young neimad to his own house,
with his kinsmen, and besought God that whole nigldiscover the dream,
and thereby deliver the magicians and Chaldeant whom they were
themselves to perish, from the king's anger, bybkmg him to declare his
vision, and to make manifest what the king had ¢bemight before in his
sleep, but had forgotten it. Accordingly, God, olipity to those that were in
danger, and out of regard to the wisdom of Damelde known to him the
dream and its interpretation, that so the king mighderstand by him its
signification also. When Daniel had obtained th®wledge from God, he
arose very joyful, and told it his brethren, anddema@hem glad, and to hope
well that they should now preserve their lives,vdfich they despaired
before, and had their minds full of nothing but theughts of dying. So
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when he had with them returned thanks to God, vdtbdommiserated their
youth, when it was day he came to Arioch, and ddsimm to bring him to
the king, because he would discover to him thaamirevhich he had seen the
night before.

4. When Daniel was come in to the king, he excusatself first, that
he did not pretend to be wiser than the other (Hzald and magicians, when,
upon their entire inability to discover his dreahe was undertaking to
inform him of it; for this was not by his own skilbr on account of his
having better cultivated his understanding thanrdst; but he said, "God
hath had pity upon us, when we were in danger atrdeand when | prayed
for the life of myself, and of those of my own maj hath made manifest to
me both the dream, and the interpretation therémf,| was not less
concerned for thy glory than for the sorrow thatwere by thee condemned
to die, while thou didst so unjustly command mesthbbgood and excellent
in themselves, to be put to death, when thou eegtshthem to do what was
entirely above the reach of human wisdom, and redat of them what was
only the work of God. Wherefore, as thou in thyeplewast solicitous
concerning those that should succeed thee in thergment of the whole
world, God was desirous to show thee all those shatild reign after thee,
and to that end exhibited to thee the followingaaine Thou seemedst to see a
great image standing before thee, the head of wirehed to be of gold, the
shoulders and arms of silver, and the belly andthigths of brass, but the
legs and the feet of iron; after which thou saweestone broken off from a
mountain, which fell upon the image, and threw dvd, and brake it to
pieces, and did not permit any part of it to rematmle; but the gold, the
silver, the brass, and the iron, became smaller thaal, which, upon the
blast of a violent wind, was by force carried awayd scattered abroad, but
the stone did increase to such a degree, that timdewearth beneath it
seemed to be filled therewith. This is the dreanmctithou sawest, and its
interpretation is as follows: The head of gold desdhee, and the kings of
Babylon that have been before thee; but the twasand arms signify this,
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that your government shall be dissolved by two &jrtgut another king that
shall come from the west, armed with brass, sheslrdy that government;
and another government, that shall be like unto,ishall put an end to the
power of the former, and shall have dominion oukthe earth, on account
of the nature of iron, which is stronger than tbagold, of silver, and of

brass." Daniel did also declare the meaning ofstbae to the king (2) but |
do not think proper to relate it, since | have oalydertaken to describe
things past or things present, but not things dénatfuture; yet if any one be
so very desirous of knowing truth, as not to wawnehspoints of curiosity,

and cannot curb his inclination for understandimg tuncertainties of
futurity, and whether they will happen or not, et be diligent in reading

the book of Daniel, which he will find among theisad writings.

5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and recolldutedream, he was
astonished at the nature of Daniel, and fell upsrkhee; and saluted Daniel
in the manner that men worship God, and gave cordrtizat he should be
sacrificed to as a god. And this was not all, ferdfso imposed the name, of
his own god upon him, [Baltasar,] and made him lhisdkinsmen rulers of
his whole kingdom; which kinsmen of his happenethtbinto great danger
by the envy and malice [of their enemies]; for tlegfended the king upon
the occasion following: he made an image of goldpse height was sixty
cubits, and its breadth six cubits, and set ihmgreat plain of Babylon; and
when he was going to dedicate the image, he inWitegrincipal men out of
all the earth that was under his dominions, andmanded them, in the first
place, that when they should hear the sound ofrtimepet, they should then
fall down and worship the image; and he threatetiet, those who did not
so, should be cast into a fiery furnace. When fioeeeall the rest, upon the
hearing of the sound of the trumpet, worshippeditiage, they relate that
Daniel's kinsmen did not do it, because they waowlttransgress the laws of
their country. So these men were convicted, antl inasediately into the
fire, but were saved by Divine Providence, andraftesurprising manner
escaped death, for the fire did not touch them; laswppose that it touched
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them not, as if it reasoned with itself, that thesre cast into it without any
fault of theirs, and that therefore it was too weakburn the young men
when they were in it. This was done by the poweGotl, who made their
bodies so far superior to the fire, that it coutd consume them. This it was
which recommended them to the king as righteous, iaueth men beloved of
God, on which account they continued in great esteeh him.

6. A little after this the king saw in his sleepaaganother vision; how
he should fall from his dominion, and feed among wild beasts, and that
when he halt lived in this manner in the desertsiren years, (3) he should
recover his dominion again. When he had seen tlgand, he called the
magicians together again, and inquired of them ahpand desired them to
tell him what it signified; but when none of thewudd find out the meaning
of the dream, nor discover it to the king, Danigswthe only person that
explained it; and as he foretold, so it came tsphs after he had continued
in the wilderness the forementioned interval ofe&jmvhile no one durst
attempt to seize his kingdom during those sevemsyéa prayed to God that
he might recover his kingdom, and he returned. tBut let no one blame me
for writing down every thing of this nature, agnd it in our ancient books;
for as to that matter, | have plainly assured thbsé think me defective in
any such point, or complain of my management, aack lold them in the
beginning of this history, that | intended to do more than translate the
Hebrew books into the Greek language, and pronttsexh to explain those
facts, without adding any thing to them of my owntaking any thing away
from there.

Footnotes:

1. That Daniel was made one of these eunuchs of whaihh prophesied,
Isaiah 39:7, and the three children his compangalas, seems to me
plain, both here in Josephus, and in our copid3anfiel, Daniel 1:3, 6-
11, 18, although it must be granted that some s@persons, that had
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children, were sometimes called eunuchs, in a géraaceptation for
courtiers, on account that so many of the ancienfrters were real
eunuchs. See Genesis 39:1.

. Of this most remarkable passage in Josephus cangeiime "stone cut
out of the mountain, and destroying the image,"clwhne would not
explain, but intimated to be a prophecy of futurand probably not safe
for him to explain, as belonging to the destructodrthe Roman empire
by Jesus Christ, the true Messiah of the Jews, thkewords of
Hayercamp, ch. 10. sect. 4: "Nor is this to be vavad at, that he would
not now meddle with things future, for he had nmanto provoke the
Romans, by speaking of the destruction of thatwhych they called the
Eternal City."

. Since Josephus here explains the seven prophekes twhich were to
pass over Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:16) to be sgwars, we thence
learn how he most probably must have understoosetimdher parallel
phrases, of "a time, times, and a half," AntigV. ch. 25., of so many
prophetic years also, though he withal lets us knieyvhis hint at the
interpretation of the seventy weeks, as belonging the fourth
monarchy, and the destruction of Jerusalem by thmdRs in the days
of Josephus, ch. 2. sect. 7, that he did not tthioke years to be bare
years, but rather days for years; by which reckpniand by which
alone, could seventy weeks, or four hundred andtyidays, reach to
the age of Josephus. But as to the truth of thegensyears' banishment
of Nebuchadnezzar from men, and his living so lantpng the beasts,
the very small remains we have any where elseisfNiebuchadnezzar
prevent our expectation of any other full accounit.oSo far we knew
by Ptolemy's canon, a contemporary record, as a®lby Josephus
presently, that he reigned in all forty-three yeé#nat is, eight years after
we meet with any account of his actions; one oflégs of which was
the thirteen years' siege of Tyre, Antig. B. XI. ¢ii., where yet the Old
Latin has but three years and ten months: yet Wisractions before so
remarkable, both in sacred and profane authors,athacuity of eight
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years at the least, at the latter end of his ramust be allowed to agree
very well with Daniel's accounts; that after a seyears' brutal life, he
might return to his reason, and to the exercisei®foyal authority, for
one whole year at least before his death.
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Chapter 11

Nebuchadnezzar's Government Was Dissolved by
The Persians

1. Now when king Nebuchadnezzar had reigned fdntge years, (1) he
ended his life. He was an active man, and moreifate than the kings that
were before him. Now Berosus makes mention of bifms in the third
book of his Chaldaic History, where he says thud/hé&n his father
Nebuchodonosor [Nabopollassar] heard that the govavhom he had set
over Egypt, and the places about Coelesyria ancerittia, had revolted
from him, while he was not himself able any lontgeundergo the hardships
[of war], he committed to his son Nebuchadnezzag was still but a youth,
some parts of his army, and sent them against®awhen Nebuchadnezzar
had given battle, and fought with the rebel, het bea, and reduced the
country from under his subjection, and made itambh of his own kingdom;
but about that time it happened that his father udbbdonosor
[Nabopollassar] fell ill, and ended his life in th#y Babylon, when he had
reigned twenty-one years; (2) and when he was reedsible, as he was in a
little time, that his father Nebuchodonosor [Nabéassar] was dead, and
having settled the affairs of Egypt, and the ottmintries, as also those that
concerned the captive Jews, and Phoenicians, ananSyand those of the
Egyptian nations; and having committed the convegasf them to Babylon
to certain of his friends, together with the gro$sis army, and the rest of
their ammunition and provisions, he went himseHlthg accompanied with
a few others, over the desert, and came to Bab$§dorhe took upon him the
management of public affairs, and of the kingdomcithad been kept for
him by one that was the principal of the Chaldears] he received the
entire dominions of his father, and appointed, thlaén the captives came,
they should be placed as colonies, in the mostgsrpfaces of Babylonia;
but then he adorned the temple of Belus, and teeafkethe temples, in a
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magnificent manner, with the spoils he had takethenwar. He also added
another city to that which was there of old, anouik it, that such as would
besiege it hereafter might no more turn the coofsie river, and thereby
attack the city itself. He therefore built threellw@aound about the inner city,
and three others about that which was the outet tlais he did with burnt
brick. And after he had, after a becoming mannealled the city, and
adorned its gates gloriously, he built another gal®efore his father's
palace, but so that they joined to it; to descnidgose vast height and
immense riches it would perhaps be too much fotoretempt; yet as large
and lofty as they were, they were completed iredift days. (3) He also
erected elevated places for walking, of stone, amade it resemble
mountains, and built it so that it might be planteith all sorts of trees. He
also erected what was called a pensile paradiseause his wife was
desirous to have things like her own country, séndrtg been bred up in the
palaces of Media." Megasthenes also, in his fohabk of his Accounts of
India, makes mention. of these things, and themsieavors to show that
this king [Nebuchadnezzar] exceeded Hercules initdioe, and in the
greatness of his actions; for he saith that he weragl a great part of Libya
and lIberia. Diocles also, in the second book of Atgounts of Persia,
mentions this king; as does Philostrates in hisoiots both of India and of
Phoenicia, say, that this king besieged Tyre thirtgears, while at the same
time Ethbaal reigned at Tyre. These are all theohes that | have met with
concerning this king.

2. But now, after the death of Nebuchadnezzar,-Eetodach his son
succeeded in the kingdom, who immediately set Jaboat liberty, and
esteemed him among his most intimate friends. e ghve him many
presents, and made him honorable above the rastedfings that were in
Babylon; for his father had not kept his faith wileconiah, when he
voluntarily delivered up himself to him, with hiswes and children, and his
whole kindred, for the sake of his country, thamight not be taken by
siege, and utterly destroyed, as we said beforeen\Evil-Mcrodach was
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dead, after a reign of eighteen years, Niglissarsbn took the government,
and retained it forty years, and then ended hms, ldnd after him the
succession in the kingdom came to his son Labosasjavho continued in
it in all but nine months; and when he was deadanmhe to Baltasar, (4) who
by the Babylonians was called Naboandelus; againstdid Cyrus, the king
of Persia, and Darius, the king of Media, make ward when he was
besieged in Babylon, there happened a wonderfulpandigious vision. He
was sat down at supper in a large room, and there & great many vessels
of silver, such as were made for royal entertairtsyeand he had with him
his concubines and his friends; whereupon he cama tesolution, and
commanded that those vessels of God which Nebuelzadnhad plundered
out of Jerusalem, and had not made use of, bupbhadhem into his own
temple, should be brought out of that temple. H® grew so haughty as to
proceed to use them in the midst of his cups, drmlout of them, and
blaspheming against God. In the mean time, he s&and proceed out of
the wall, and writing upon the wall certain sylleg] at which sight, being
disturbed, he called the magicians and Chaldeayether, and all that sort of
men that are among these barbarians, and weret@lnderpret signs and
dreams, that they might explain the writing to hBut when the magicians
said they could discover nothing, nor did undedtanthe king was in great
disorder of mind, and under great trouble at thigp<sing accident; so he
caused it to be proclaimed through all the courgnd promised, that to him
who could explain the writing, and give the sigrafion couched therein, he
would give him a golden chain for his neck, andvée#o wear a purple
garment, as did the kings of Chaldea, and woultblaeen him the third part
of his own dominions. When this proclamation waslejahe magicians ran
together more earnestly, and were very ambitiodstbout the importance
of the writing, but still hesitated about it as rhuas before. Now when the
king's grandmother saw him cast down at this aatjdé) she began to
encourage him, and to say, that there was a cerggitive who came from
Judea, a Jew by birth, but brought away thence ddyushadnezzar when he
had destroyed Jerusalem, whose name was Daniaseaman, and one of
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great sagacity in finding out what was impossiloledthers to discover, and
what was known to God alone, who brought to lightl answered such
guestions to Nebuchadnezzar as no one else wadcableswer when they
were consulted. She therefore desired that he weald for him, and
inquire of him concerning the writing, and to condethe unskilfulness of
those that could not find their meaning, and trakhough what God
signified thereby should be of a melancholy nature.

3. When Baltasar heard this, he called for Daraeld when he had
discoursed to him what he had learned concernimgamd his wisdom, and
how a Divine Spirit was with him, and that he alomas fully capable of
finding out what others would never have thought led desired him to
declare to him what this writing meant; that if did so, he would give him
leave to wear purple, and to put a chain of goldualhis neck, and would
bestow on him the third part of his dominion, ashanorary reward for his
wisdom, that thereby he might become illustriouthtmse who saw him, and
who inquired upon what occasion he obtained sucmoiso But Daniel
desired that he would keep his gifts to himself;, what is the effect of
wisdom and of Divine revelation admits of no giftand bestows its
advantages on petitioners freely; but that stilldoeild explain the writing to
him; which denoted that he should soon die, and lbieicause he had not
learnt to honor God, and not to admit things ablouman nature, by what
punishments his progenitor had undergone for theigs he had offered to
God; and because he had quite forgotten how Nebunelzaar was removed
to feed among wild beasts for his impieties, ardal bt recover his former
life among men and his kingdom, but upon God's ynerchim, after many
supplications and prayers; who did thereupon pré@iséd all the days of his
life, as one of almighty power, and who takes adrmankind. [He also put
him in mind] how he had greatly blasphemed agadwd, and had made use
of his vessels amongst his concubines; that thexreékmd saw this, and was
angry with him, and declared by this writing befumad what a sad
conclusion of his life he should come to. And helaked the writing thus:"
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MANEH. This, if it be expounded in the Greek langaamay signify a
Number, because God hath numbered so long a tintéydife, and for thy
government, and that there remains but a smalliggorfTHEKEL This
signifies a weight, and means that God hath weigihwdkingdom in a
balance, and finds it going down already.--PHARENs also, in the Greek
tongue, denotes a fragment,. God will thereforalktay kingdom in pieces,
and divide it among the Medes and Persians."

4. When Daniel had told the king that the writingpa the wall signified
these events, Baltasar was in great sorrow andctadffi, as was to be
expected, when the interpretation was so heavy injpon However, he did
not refuse what he had promised Daniel, althoughwleee become a
foreteller of misfortunes to him, but bestowedlitugpon him; as reasoning
thus, that what he was to reward was peculiarnusalf, and to fate, and did
not belong to the prophet, but that it was the pa# good and a just man to
give what he had promised, although the events afeaemelancholy nature.
Accordingly, the king determined so to do. Now.eafa little while, both
himself and the city were taken by Cyrus, the kaigPersia, who fought
against him; for it was Baltasar, under whom Babwas taken, when he
had reigned seventeen years. And this is the enttheofposterity of king
Nebuchadnezzar, as history informs us; but whenylBabwas taken by
Darius, and when he, with his kinsman Cyrus, hatd g end to the
dominion of the Babylonians, he was sixty-two yealds He was the son of
Astyages, and had another name among the GreekseoMr, he took
Daniel the prophet, and carried him with him int@d/ka, and honored him
very greatly, and kept him with him; for he was mfehe three presidents
whom he set over his three hundred and sixty po@anfor into so many did
Darius part them.

5. However, while Daniel was in so great dignitgydan so great favor
with Darius, and was alone intrusted with everynghby him, a having
somewhat divine in him, he was envied by the festthose that see others
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in greater honor than themselves with kings eneyrthand when those that
were grieved at the great favor Daniel was in withrius sought for an
occasion against him, he afforded them no occasi@ll, for he was above
all the temptations of money, and despised bribanyl esteemed it a very
base thing to take any thing by way of reward, ewben it might be justly
given him; he afforded those that envied him na& ksast handle for an
accusation. So when they could find nothing for alhithey might
calumniate him to the king, nothing that was shamef reproachful, and
thereby deprive him of the honor he was in with jhihey sought for some
other method whereby they might destroy him. Winenefore they saw that
Daniel prayed to God three times a day, they thodiglély had gotten an
occasion by which they might ruin him; so they cam®arius and told him
that the princes and governors had thought prapaidlow the multitude a
relaxation for thirty days, that no one might offepetition or prayer either
to himself or to the gods, but that he who shalhs$gress this decree shall be
east into the den of lions, and there perish."

6. Whereupon the king, not being acquainted withrttvicked design,
nor suspecting that it was a contrivance of thagainst Daniel, said he was
pleased with this decree of theirs, and he promtsedonfirm what they
desired; he also published an edict to promulgatdhé people that decree
which the princes had made. Accordingly, all thet rmok care not to
transgress those injunctions, and rested in goigtpDaniel had no regard to
them, but, as he was wont, he stood and prayedtbitthe sight of them
all; but the princes having met with the occastoeytso earnestly sought to
find against Daniel, came presently to the kingl aocused him, that Daniel
was the only person that transgressed the dect@ts mot one of the rest
durst pray to their gods. This discovery they manat, because of his
impiety, but because they had watched him, andrebdehim out of envy;
for supposing that Darius did thus out of a grekiedness to him than they
expected, and that he was ready to grant him paataihis contempt of his
injunctions, and envying this very pardon to Dantekey did not become
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more honorable to him, but desired he might be rdstthe den of lions
according to the law. So Darius, hoping that Godii@leliver him, and that
he would undergo nothing that was terrible by thiel Wweasts, bid him bear
this accident cheerfully. And when he was cast theoden, he put his seal to
the stone that lay upon the mouth of the den, agrat wis way, but he passed
all the night without food and without sleep, beimmg great distress for
Daniel; but when it was day, he got up, and caméh¢oden, and found the
seal entire, which he had left the stone sealeldalyihe also opened the seal,
and. cried out, and called to Daniel, and askedihime were alive. And as
soon as he heard the king's voice, and said thaatiesuffered no harm, the
king gave order that he should be drawn up ouhefden. Now when his
enemies saw that Daniel had suffered nothing wivas terrible, they would
not own that he was preserved by God, and by logigence; but they said
that the lions had been filled full with food, and that account it was, as
they supposed, that the lions would not touch Dan@ come to him; and
this they alleged to the king. But the king, outasf abhorrence of their
wickedness, gave order that they should throw gmeat deal of flesh to the
lions; and when they had filled themselves, he gaw¢her order that
Daniel's enemies should be cast into the denhihamight learn whether the
lions, now they were full, would touch them or nanhd it appeared plain to
Darius, after the princes had been cast to the badsts, that it was God
who preserved Daniel (6) for the lions spared nafnthem, but tore them all
to pieces, as if they had been very hungry, andtedafood. | suppose
therefore it was not their hunger, which had beétila before satisfied with
abundance of flesh, but the wickedness of these thahprovoked them [to
destroy the princes]; for if it so please God, thatkedness might, by even
those irrational creatures, be esteemed a plaimdfation for their
punishment.

7. When therefore those that had intended thusestiraly Daniel by
treachery were themselves destroyed, king Darios [$stters] over all the
country, and praised that God whom Daniel worshipp@ad said that he was
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the only true God, and had all power. He had alsmi& in very great
esteem, and made him the principal of his frieidisw when Daniel was
become so illustrious and famous, on account obfheion men had that he
was beloved of God, he built a tower at Ecbatamadiedia: it was a most
elegant building, and wonderfully made, and it td8l semaining, and
preserved to this day; and to such as see it,geas to have been lately
built, and to have been no older than that verywlagn any one looks upon
it, it is so fresh (7) flourishing, and beautifalnd no way grown old in so
long time; for buildings suffer the same as mentdey grow old as well as
they, and by numbers of years their strength isoled, and their beauty
withered. Now they bury the kings of Media, of R&r@and Parthia in this
tower to this day, and he who was entrusted wighcdwre of it was a Jewish
priest; which thing is also observed to this dayt Bis fit to give an account
of what this man did, which is most admirable tatdor he was so happy
as to have strange revelations made to him, angetlas to one of the
greatest of the prophets, insomuch, that while ag alive he had the esteem
and applause both of the kings and of the multitace now he is dead, he
retains a remembrance that will never fail, for slegeral books that he wrote
and left behind him are still read by us till thime; and from them we
believe that Daniel conversed with God; for he dat only prophesy of
future events, as did the other prophets, but se a@étermined the time of
their accomplishment. And while prophets used tetfl misfortunes, and
on that account were disagreeable both to the kamgsto the multitude,
Daniel was to them a prophet of good things, amsltthsuch a degree, that
by the agreeable nature of his predictions, he yrast the goodwill of all
men; and by the accomplishment of them, he proctinedbelief of their
truth, and the opinion of [a sort of] divinity farmself, among the multitude.
He also wrote and left behind him what made manhifies accuracy and
undeniable veracity of his predictions; for helsaibhat when he was in Susa,
the metropolis of Persia, and went out into thé&fieith his companions,
there was, on the sudden, a motion and concus$itrecearth, and that he
was left alone by himself, his friends fleeing avfiegm him, and that he was
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disturbed, and fell on his face, and on his twodsarand that a certain
person touched him, and, at the same time, bidrisien and see what would
befall his countrymen after many generations. e aklated, that when he
stood up, he was shown a great rain, with many shgrowing out of his
head, and that the last was higher than the testafter this he looked to the
west, and saw a he-goat carried through the am ftllat quarter; that he
rushed upon the ram with violence, and smote hirogwith his horns, and
overthrew him to the ground, and trampled upon himat afterward he saw
a very great horn growing out of the head of thegbat, and that when it
was broken off, four horns grew up that were exgaseeach of the four
winds, and he wrote that out of them arose andédsser horn, which, as he
said, waxed great; and that God showed to himitisabuld fight against his
nation, and take their city by force, and bring tteemple worship to
confusion, and forbid the sacrifices to be offefed one thousand two
hundred and ninety-six days. Daniel wrote that && these visions in the
Plain of Susa; and he hath informed us that Goerpnéted the appearance
of this vision after the following manner: He sdit the ram signified the
kingdoms of the Medes and Persians, and the hbose tkings that were to
reign in them; and that the last horn signified kst king, and that he should
exceed all the kings in riches and glory: that lieegoat signified that one
should come and reign from the Greeks, who showldet fight with the
Persian, and overcome him in battle, and shouldivedis entire dominion:
that by the great horn which sprang out of theHeesl of the he-goat was
meant the first king; and that the springing udoafr horns upon its falling
off, and the conversion of every one of them tofthe quarters of the earth,
signified the successors that should arise afeed#ath of the first king, and
the partition of the kingdom among them, and thaytshould be neither his
children, nor of his kindred, that should reign iottee habitable earth for
many years; and that from among them there shaidd a certain king that
should overcome our nation and their laws, and Ishtake away their
political government, and should spoil the templg] forbid the sacrifices to
be offered for three years' time. And indeed itcamne to pass, that our
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nation suffered these things under Antiochus Empba according to
Daniel's vision, and what he wrote many years leetbey came to pass. In
the very same manner Daniel also wrote concermnagrioman government,
and that our country should be made desolate bw.tldl these things did
this man leave in writing, as God had showed therhimn, insomuch that
such as read his prophecies, and see how they lbemre fulfilled, would
wonder at the honor wherewith God honored Daniekl anay thence
discover how the Epicureans are in an error, whsi Paovidence out of
human life, and do not believe that God takes ohtke affairs of the world,
nor that the universe is governed and continudaking by that blessed and
immortal nature, but say that the world is carraddng of its own accord,
without a ruler and a curator; which, were it dessi of a guide to conduct it,
as they imagine, it would be like ships withoubgsl which we see drowned
by the winds, or like chariots without drivers, wiiare overturned; so
would the world be dashed to pieces by its beingiezh without a
Providence, and so perish, and come to nought. I&d, tby the
forementioned predictions of Daniel, those men seeme very much to err
from the truth, who determine that God exerciseprmwidence over human
affairs; for if that were the case, that the woweént on by mechanical
necessity, we should not see that all things waoolule to pass according to
his prophecy. Now as to myself, | have so describede matters as | have
found them and read them; but if any one is inditeeanother opinion about
them, let him enjoy his different sentiments withagy blame from me.

Footnotes:

1. These forty-three years for the duration of thgmedf Nebuchadnezzar
are, as | have just now observed, the very samebaum Ptolemy's
canon. Moses Chorenensis does also confirm thisvidsypof the Jews
under Nebuchadnezzar, and adds, what is very relakthat sale of
those Jews that were carried by him into captigyt away into
Armenia, and raised the great family of the Badeathere.
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2. These twenty-one years here ascribed to one narabdulassar, in the
first book against Apion, or to Nabopollassar, thther of the great
Nebuchadnezzar, are also the very same with thosen chim in
Ptolemy's canon. And note here, that what Dr. Rudesays, at the yeatr,
that Nebuchadnezzar must have been a common naathesfkings of
Babylon, besides the great Nebuchadnezzar himseHd groundless
mistake of some modern chronologers rely, and tiéstof all proper
original authority.

3. These fifteen days for finishing such vast buildingt Babylon, in
Josephus's copy of Berosus, would seem too absurel supposed to be
the true number, were it not for the same testimextant also in the
first book against Apion, sect. 19, with the samenhber. It thence
indeed appears that Josephus's copy of Berosuthizagmall number,
but that it is the true number | still doubt. Jds@p assures us, that the
walls of so much a smaller city as Jerusalem wae ytears and four
months in building by Nehemiah, who yet hastenes work all he
could, Antig. B. Xl. ch. 5. sect. 8. | should thinke hundred and fifteen
days, or a year and fifteen days, much more prapwble to so great a
work.

4. It is here remarkable that Josephus, without thewvk@dge of Ptolemy's
canon, should call the same king whom he himse# (Bar. i. 11, and
Daniel 5:1, 2, 9, 12, 22, 29, 39) styles BeltaparBelshazzar, from the
Babylonian god Bel, Naboandelus also; and in th&t thook against
Apion, sect. 19, vol. iii.,, from the same citatimut of Berosus,
Nabonnedon, from the Babylonian god Nabo or Nebos Tast is not
remote from the original pronunciation itself inokmy's canon,
Nabonadius; for both the place of this king in tbahon, as the last of
the Assyrian or Babylonian kings, and the numbeyezrs of his reign,
seventeen, the same in both demonstrate thaditasand the same king
that is meant by them all. It is also worth notitiggt Josephus knew that
Darius, the partner of Cyrus, was the son of Astgagnd was called by
another name among the Greeks, though it does pp#aa he knew
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what that name was, as having never seen the iséstyhof this period,
which is Xenophon's. But then what Josephus's ptesepies say
presently, sect. 4, that it was only within no lange after the hand-
writing on the wall that Baltasar was slain, does so well agree with
our copies of Daniel, which say it was the sam&tniDaniel 5:30.

. This grandmother, or mother of Baltasar, the quiemager of Babylon,
(for she is distinguished from his queen, DaniéD513,) seems to have
been the famous Nitocris, who fortified Babylon iagathe Medes and
Persians, and, in all probability governed undeteBar, who seems to
be a weak and effeminate prince.

. It is no way improbable that Daniel's enemies mgjiggest this reason
to the king why the lions did not meddle with himdathat they might
suspect the king's kindness to Daniel had proctirege lions to be so
filled beforehand, and that thence it was that heoaraged Daniel to
submit to this experiment, in hopes of coming affies and that this was
the true reason of making so terrible an experimgmin those his
enemies, and all their families, Daniel 6:21, thowgr other copies do
not directly take notice of it

. What Josephus here says, that the stones of tlckes of the kings
of Persia at this tower, or those perhaps of tmessort that are now
commonly called the ruins of Persepolis, continws entire and
unaltered in his days, as if they were lately aré, "l (says Reland)
here can show to be true, as to those stones d?dr@an mansoleum,
which Com. Brunius brake off and gave me." He &satithis to the
hardness of the stones, which scarcely yieldsdo ipols, and proves
frequently too hard for cutting by the chisel, loftentimes breaks it to
pieces.
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