BOOK 14

FROM THE DEATH OF QUEEN
ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH
OF ANTIGONUS

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1

The War Between Aristobulus and Hyrcanus About
the Kingdom

1. We have related the affairs of queen Alexandna, her death, in the
foregoing book and will now speak of what followexhd was connected
with those histories; declaring, before we procdkdi we have nothing so
much at heart as this, that we may omit no fadtiseethrough ignorance or
laziness; (1) for we are upon the history and espibn of such things as the
greatest part are unacquainted withal, becausdef tlistance from our
times; and we aim to do it with a proper beautystyle, so far as that is
derived from proper words harmonically disposed] &tom such ornaments
of speech also as may contribute to the pleasuoairofeaders, that they may
entertain the knowledge of what we write with soaggeeable satisfaction
and pleasure. But the principal scope that autboght to aim at above all
the rest, is to speak accurately, and to spealy, tfal the satisfaction of
those that are otherwise unacquainted with suctsactions, and obliged to
believe what these writers inform them of.

2. Hyrcanus then began his high priesthood on Hivel tyear of the
hundred and seventy-seventh olympiad, when Quitdostensius and
Quintus Metellus, who was called Metellus of Cratere consuls at Rome;
when presently Aristobulus began to make war agains, and as it came to
a battle with Hyrcanus at Jericho, many of his ieod deserted him, and
went over to his brother; upon which Hyrcanus flet the citadel, where
Aristobulus's wife and children were imprisonedtbgir mother, as we have
said already, and attacked and overcame thosedhersaries that had fled
thither, and lay within the walls of the temple. 8fen he had sent a
message to his brother about agreeing the matttrgebn them, he laid
aside his enmity to him on these conditions, thastabulus should be king,
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that he should live without intermeddling with puabhffairs, and quietly

enjoy the estate he had acquired. When they haskdgrpon these terms in
the temple, and had confirmed the agreement withspand the giving one
an. other their right hands, and embracing onehanan the sight of the

whole multitude, they departed; the one, Aristobulto the palace; and
Hyrcanus, as a private man, to the former hougeistobulus.

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyrcanus, damniean, called
Antipater, who was very rich, and in his natureative and a seditious
man; who was at enmity with Aristobulus, and hafiedences with him on
account of his good-will to Hyrcanus. It is truatiNicolatls of Damascus
says, that Antipater was of the stock of the ppatiJews who came out of
Babylon into Judea; but that assertion of his veagratify Herod, who was
his son, and who, by certain revolutions of fortuoame afterward to be
king of the Jews, whose history we shall give youits proper place
hereafter. However, this Antipater was at firstlazlAntipas, (2) and that
was his father's name also; of whom they relate thhat king Alexander
and his wife made him general of all Idumea, arat tte made a league of
friendship with those Arabians, and Gazites, andafmites, that were of
his own party, and had, by many and large presenégle them his fast
friends. But now this younger Antipater was suspisi of the power of
Aristobulus, and was afraid of some mischief hehhido him, because of
his hatred to him; so he stirred up the most powef the Jews, and talked
against him to them privately; and said that it wagust to overlook the
conduct of Aristobulus, who had gotten the govemimerighteously, and
ejected his brother out of it, who was the eldexd aught to retain what
belonged to him by prerogative of his birth. Ance tkame speeches he
perpetually made to Hyrcanus; and told him thatdws life would be in
danger, unless he guarded himself, and got shérisfobulus; for he said
that the friends of Aristobulus omitted no oppontymf advising him to Kill
him, as being then, and not before, sure to rdtarprincipality. Hyrcanus
gave no credit to these words of his, as beinggdrale disposition, and one
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that did not easily admit of calumnies against othen. This temper of his
not disposing him to meddle with public affairs,damvant of spirit,
occasioned him to appear to spectators to be demeand unmanly; while.
Aristo-bulus was of a contrary temper, an activeaji@nd one of a great and
generous soul.

4. Since therefore Antipater saw that Hyrcanusnditlattend to what he
said, he never ceased, day by day, to charge kkigmanes upon
Aristobulus, and to calumniate him before him, faBa had a mind to Kkill
him; and so, by urging him perpetually, he adviead, and persuaded him
to fly to Aretas, the king of Arabia; and promiséiat if he would comply
with his advice, he would also himself assist hima @o with him]. When
Hyrcanus heard this, he said that it was for higaathge to fly away to
Aretas. Now Arabia is a country that borders upamed. However,
Hyrcanus sent Antipater first to the king of Argbia order to receive
assurances from him, that when he should come e nianner of a
supplicant to him, he would not deliver him up ie Bnemies. So Antipater
having received such assurances, returned to HysdanJerusalem. A while
afterward he took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the loy night, and went a
great journey, and came and brought him to theaatied Petra, where the
palace of Aretas was; and as he was a very faniiiemd of that king, he
persuaded him to bring back Hyrcanus into Juded,this persuasion he
continued every day without any intermission. H®glroposed to make him
presents on that account. At length he prevaileth Wiretas in his suit.
Moreover, Hyrcanus promised him, that when he heehlbrought thither,
and had received his kingdom, he would restore dtoantry, and those
twelve cities which his father Alexander had takem the Arabians, which
were these, Medaba, Naballo, Libias, Tharabasa,laAgathone, Zoar,
Orone, Marissa, Rudda, Lussa, and Oruba.



Footnotes:

1. Reland takes notice here, very justly, how Josépldexlaration, that it
was his great concern not only to write "an agreeam accurate," and
"a true" history, but also distinctly not to omitnya thing [of
consequence], either through "ignorance or lazihasslies that he
could not, consistently with that resolution, ortile mention of [so
famous a person as] "Jesus Christ."

2. That the famous Antipater's or Antipas's father \a® Antipater or
Antipas (which two may justly be esteemed one &edsame frame, the
former with a Greek or Gentile, the latter with a&lddew or Jewish
termination) Josephus here assures us, though iaaseldleed says it
was Herod.



Chapter 2

The Death of Onias

1. After these promises had been given to Aretasnade an expedition
against Aristobulus with an army of fifty thousandrse and foot, and beat
him in the battle. And when after that victory masmgnt over to Hyrcanus as
deserters, Aristobulus was left desolate, and titederusalem; upon which
the king of Arabia took all his army, and made amaalt upon the temple,
and besieged Aristobulus therein, the people stiiporting Hyreanus, and
assisting him in the siege, while none but the gtsiecontinued with
Aristobulus. So Aretas united the forces of thebfaas and of the Jews
together, and pressed on the siege vigorously h&shiappened at the time
when the feast of unleavened bread was celebratbgth we call the
passover, the principal men among the Jews lefctumtry, and fled into
Egypt. Now there was one, whose name was Oniaghteous man be was,
and beloved of God, who, in a certain drought, payed to God to put an
end to the intense heat, and whose prayers Gotdwd, and had sent them
rain. This man had hid himself, because he sawtlimsedition would last a
great while. However, they brought him to the Jevwaamp, and desired, that
as by his prayers he had once put an end to thegdtoso he would in like
manner make imprecations on Aristobulus and thdshki® faction. And
when, upon his refusal, and the excuses that heenfed was still by the
multitude compelled to speak, he stood up in théstrof them, and said, "O
God, the King of the whole world! since those te&tnd now with me are
thy people, and those that are besieged are ajspribsts, | beseech thee,
that thou wilt neither hearken to the prayers aSthagainst these, nor bring
to effect what these pray against those." Whereupumh wicked Jews as
stood about him, as soon as he had made this psagaed him to death.

2. But God punished them immediately for this thegrbarity, and took
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vengeance of them for the murder of Onias, in tla@mer following: While
the priests and Aristobulus were besieged, it haggpdhat the feast called
the passover was come, at which it is our custooffer a great number of
sacrifices to God; but those that were with Aristlois wanted sacrifices, and
desired that their countrymen without would furnighem with such
sacrifices, and assured them they should have at Mmoney for them as
they should desire; and when they required thepatoa thousand drachmae
for each head of cattle, Aristobulus and the psi@sliingly undertook to pay
for them accordingly, and those within let down theney over the walls,
and gave it them. But when the others had receityatey did not deliver
the sacrifices, but arrived at that height of wibkess as to break the
assurances they had given, and to be guilty ofetgpowards God, by not
furnishing those that wanted them with sacrificAead when the priests
found they had been cheated, and that the agresrttet had made were
violated, they prayed to God that he would avengemt on their
countrymen. Nor did he delay that their punishménut, sent a strong and
vehement storm of wind, that destroyed the fruitthe whole country, till a
modius of wheat was then bought for eleven drachmae

3. In the mean time Pompey sent Scaurus into Swiale he was
himself in Armenia, and making war with Tigranest tvhen Scaurus was
come to Damascus, and found that Lollins and Metdilad newly taken the
city, he came himself hastily into Judea. And wienwas come thither,
ambassadors came to him, both from Aristobulus ldyatanus, and both
desired he would assist them. And when both of themmised to give him
money, Aristobulus four hundred talents, and Hyusano less, he accepted
of Aristobulus's promise, for he was rich, and hagteat soul, and desired to
obtain nothing but what was moderate; whereas therowas poor, and
tenacious, and made incredible promises in hopegezter advantages; for
it was not the same thing to take a city that waseeding strong and
powerful, as it was to eject out of the country sdliugitives, with a greater
number of Mabateans, who were no very warlike peadgde therefore made
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an agreement with Aristobulus, for the reasons reefoentioned, and took
his money, and raised the siege, and ordered Atetaepart, or else he
should be declared an enemy to the Romans. So caeturned to

Damascus again; and Aristobulus, with a great ammde war with Aretas
and Hyrcanus, and fought them at a place callegr®apand beat them in
the battle, and slew about six thousand of the gnhanth whom fell Phalion

also, the brother of Antipater.



Chapter 3

Aristobulus and Hyrcanus Argue Who Ought to
Have the Kingdom

1. A Little afterward Pompey came to Damascus, araiched over
Celesyria; at which time there came ambassadadngntdrom all Syria, and
Egypt, and out of Judea also, for Aristobulus haat $iim a great present,
which was a golden vine (1) of the value of fiventited talents. Now Strabo
of Cappadocia mentions this present in these wdildsere came also an
embassage out of Egypt, and a crown of the valdeuwfthousand pieces of
gold; and out of Judea there came another, whethercall it a vine or a
garden; they call the thing Terpole, the Delightwever, we ourselves saw
that present reposited at Rome, in the temple pifeluCapitolinus, with this
inscription, 'The gift of Alexander, the king otllews.' It was valued at five
hundred talents; and the report is, that Aristobutbie governor of the Jews,
sent it."

2. In a little time afterward came ambassadorsmatgaihim, Antipater
from Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus from Aristobulus; vhlast also accused
such as had taken bribes; first Gabinius, and ®eaurus, - the one three
hundred talents, and the other four hundred; byclwiprocedure he made
these two his enemies, besides those he had bé&fodewhen Pompey had
ordered those that had controversies one with anathcome to him in the
beginning of the spring, he brought his army outhefr winter quarters, and
marched into the country of Damascus; and as hé¢ aleng he demolished
the citadel that was at Apamia, which Antiochus i€gaus had built, and
took cognizance of the country of Ptolemy Menneusjcked man, and not
less so than Dionysius of Tripoli, who had beendaeled, who was also his
relation by marriage; yet did he buy off the punigmt of his crimes for a
thousand talents, with which money Pompey paidsthidiers their wages.

8



He also conquered the place called Lysias, of wBiths a Jew was tyrant.
And when he had passed over the cities of Helispahid Chalcis, and got
over the mountain which is on the limit of Colesyrhe came from Pella to
Damascus; and there it was that he heard the catiles Jews, and of their
governors Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, who were afeddhce one with
another, as also of the nation against them botichwdid not desire to be
under kingly' government, because the form of govemt they received
from their forefathers was that of subjection te griests of that God whom
they worshipped; and [they complained], that thotlgdse two were the
posterity of priests, yet did they seek to change government of their
nation to another form, in order to enslave thewrcanus complained, that
although he were the elder brother, he was dep¥dle prerogative of his
birth by Aristobulus, and that he had but a smalit @f the country under
him, Aristobulus having taken away the rest frormHyy force. He also
accused him, that the incursions which had beerenmad their neighbors'
countries, and the piracies that had been at sei@ owing to him; and that
the nation would not have revolted, unless Aristobinad been a man given
to violence and disorder; and there were no feWwan ta thousand Jews, of
the best esteem among them, who confirmed this satiom; which
confirmation was procured by Antipater. But Aristbis alleged against
him, that it was Hyrcanus's own temper, which waeciive, and on that
account contemptible, which caused him to be degriof the government;
and that for himself, he was necessitated to tak@on him, for fear lest it
should be transferred to others. And that as taitis[of king], it was no
other than what his father had taken [before hik¢ also called for
witnesses of what he said some persons who weleylooing and insolent;
whose purple garments, fine heads of hair, androtineaments, were
detested [by the court], and which they appearedahas though they were
to plead their cause in a court of justice, butfdeey were marching in a
pompous procession.

3. When Pompey had heard the causes of these madyaal condemned
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Aristobulus for his violent procedure, he then spakilly to them, and sent
them away; and told them, that when he came agé&mtheir country, he
would settle all their affairs, after he had fitaken a view of the affairs of
the Nabateans. In the mean time, he ordered thelbe tguiet; and treated
Aristobulus civilly, lest he should make the natimevolt, and hinder his
return; which yet Aristobulus did; for without exqmg any further

determination, which Pompey had promised them, &t o the city Delius,

and thence marched into Judea.

4. At this behavior Pompey was angry; and takinthvaim that army
which he was leading against the Nabateans, anaukiiaries that came
from Damascus, and the other parts of Syria, withdther Roman legions
which he had with him, he made an expedition aga&nstobulus; but as he
passed by Pella and Scythopolis, he came to Covdmch is the first
entrance into Judea when one passes over the midamtries, where he
came to a most beautiful fortress that was builttioa top of a mountain
called Alexandrium, whither Aristobulus had fledidathence Pompey sent
his commands to him, that he should come to himcofdingly, at the
persuasions of many that he would not make war thighRomans, he came
down; and when he had disputed with his brothemutibloe right to the
government, he went up again to the citadel, aspgeégngave him leave to
do; and this he did two or three times, as flatghimself with the hopes of
having the kingdom granted him; so that he sti#tpnded he would obey
Pompey in whatsoever he commanded, although atahne time he retired
to his fortress, that he might not depress himselflow, and that he might
be prepared for a war, in case it should prove eageared, that Pompey
would transfer the government to Hyrcanus. But wiRkermpey enjoined
Aristobulus to deliver up the fortresses he heid] 8 send an injunction to
their governors under his own hand for that purpdse they had been
forbidden to deliver them up upon any other commsahé submitted indeed
to do so; but still he retired in displeasure taudalem, and made preparation
for war. A little after this, certain persons camé of Pontus, and informed
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Pompey, as he was on the way, and conducting img against Aristobulus,
that Mithridates was dead, and was slain by his®dmarmaces.

Footnote:

1. This "golden vine," or "garden,” seen by StraboRatme, has its
inscription here as if it were the qift of Alexamddhe father of
Aristobulus, and not of Aristobulus himself, to whoyet Josephus
ascribes it; and in order to prove the truth oft thart of his history,
introduces this testimony of Strabo; so that thdim@ary copies seem to
be here either erroneous or defective, and thenalligeading seems to
have been either Aristobulus, instead of Alexandath one Greek
copy, or else "Aristobulus the son of Alexanderithvthe Latin copies;
which last seems to me the most probable. For Asdiobishop Usher's
conjectures, that Alexander made it, and dedicated God in the
temple, and that thence Aristobulus took it, anat geto Pompey, they
are both very improbable, and no way agreeabledephus, who would
hardly have avoided the recording both these uncommoints of
history, had he known any thing of them; nor woalther the Jewish
nation, or even Pompey himself, then have reliskech a flagrant
instance of sacrilege.
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Chapter 4

Pompey Besieged the City and Took It by Force

1. Now when Pompey had pitched his camp at Jerigtlaoere the palm
tree grows, and that balsam which is an ointmerdllothe most precious,
which upon any incision made in the wood with arghstone, distills out
thence like a juice,) (1) he marched in the morrimgerusalem. Hereupon
Aristobulus repented of what he was doing, and caméompey, had
[promised to] give him money, and received him iddousalem, and desired
that he would leave off the war, and do what heagde peaceably. So
Pompey, upon his entreaty, forgave him, and sertirdes, and soldiers
with him, to receive the money and the city: yetswao part of this
performed; but Gabinius came back, being both ebedwout of the city, and
receiving none of the money promised, because ghnidtis's soldiers would
not permit the agreements to be executed. At thregey was very angry,
and put Aristobulus into prison, and came himseltte city, which was
strong on every side, excepting the north, whick nat so well fortified, for
there was a broad and deep ditch that encompassagity (2) and included
within it the temple, which was itself encompasabdut with a very strong
stone wall.

2. Now there was a sedition of the men that wethiwithe city, who
did not agree what was to be done in their presecumstances, while some
thought it best to deliver up the city to Pompewut Bristobulus's party
exhorted them to shut the gates, because he wasrkppson. Now these
prevented the others, and seized upon the temptk,cat off the bridge
which reached from it to the city, and preparedrbelves to abide a siege;
but the others admitted Pompey's army in, and eediv up both the city and
the king's palace to him. So Pompey sent his Iraute Piso with an army,
and placed garrisons both in the city and in thegea to secure them, and
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fortified the houses that joined to the temple, alhdhose which were more
distant and without it. And in the first place, hddfered terms of

accommodation to those within; but when they wautl comply with what

was desired, he encompassed all the places therteaiib a wall, wherein

Hyrcanus did gladly assist him on all occasions; Bampey pitched his
camp within [the wall], on the north part of thenig@le, where it was most
practicable; but even on that side there were gmaérs, and a ditch had
been dug, and a deep valley begirt it round aldoutpn the parts towards
the city were precipices, and the bridge on whiompey had gotten in was
broken down. However, a bank was raised, day by @édl a great deal of
labor, while the Romans cut down materials forrani the places round
about. And when this bank was sufficiently raisadd the ditch filled up,

though but poorly, by reason of its immense degth, brought his

mechanical engines and battering-rams from Tyrd, @acing them on the
bank, he battered the temple with the stones tea¢ thrown against it. And
had it not been our practice, from the days of fovefathers, to rest on the
seventh day, this bank could never have been pedeby reason of the
opposition the Jews would have made; for though lawr gives us leave
then to defend ourselves against those that bedught with us and assault
us, yet does it not permit us to meddle with ougreres while they do any
thing else.

3. Which thing when the Romans understood, on tldass which we
call Sabbaths they threw nothing at the Jews, aorecto any pitched battle
with them; but raised up their earthen banks, aedidht their engines into
such forwardness, that they might do executionntive day. And any one
may hence learn how very great piety we exercisaatds God, and the
observance of his laws, since the priests wereanatl hindered from their
sacred ministrations by their fear during this siggut did still twice a-day,
in the morning and about the ninth hour, offer ttte&crifices on the altar;
nor did they omit those sacrifices, if any melarighaccident happened by
the stones that were thrown among them; for althahg city was taken on
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the third month, on the day of the fast, (3) upba hundred and seventy-
ninth olympiad, when Caius Antonius and Marcus iligllCicero were
consuls, and the enemy then fell upon them, andheuthroats of those that
were in the temple; yet could not those that offethe sacrifices be
compelled to run away, neither by the fear theyeniarof their own lives,
nor by the number that were already slain, as thqht better to suffer
whatever came upon them, at their very altars, tbaomit any thing that
their laws required of them. And that this is nohare brag, or an encomium
to manifest a degree of our piety that was fals¢ j9the real truth, | appeal
to those that have written of the acts of Pompayg, among them, to Strabo
and Nicolaus [of Damascus]; and besides these Titas Livius, the writer
of the Roman History, who will bear witness to tthsg. (4)

4. But when the battering-engine was brought nimar,greatest of the
towers was shaken by it, and fell down, and brokevrd a part of the
fortifications, so the enemy poured in apace; anth€lius Faustus, the son
of Sylla, with his soldiers, first of all ascenddte wall, and next to him
Furius the centurion, with those that followed ba other part, while Fabius,
who was also a centurion, ascended it in the mjddih a great body of
men after him. But now all was full of slaughteonge of the Jews being
slain by the Romans, and some by one another; Staye there were who
threw themselves down the precipices, or put fréheir houses, and burnt
them, as not able to bear the miseries they wederu®f the Jews there fell
twelve thousand, but of the Romans very few. Albsalovho was at once
both uncle and father-in-law to Aristobulus, waseta captive; and no small
enormities were committed about the temple itsgtijch, in former ages,
had been inaccessible, and seen by none; for Pomeetyinto it, and not a
few of those that were with him also, and sawlalt twhich it was unlawful
for any other men to see but only for the high sise There were in that
temple the golden table, the holy candlestick, tnedpouring vessels, and a
great quantity of spices; and besides these there wmong the treasures
two thousand talents of sacred money: yet did Pgnigpech nothing of all
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this, (5) on account of his regard to religion; amdhis point also he acted in
a manner that was worthy of his virtue. The next da gave order to those
that had the charge of the temple to cleansedtt@aibring what offerings the
law required to God; and restored the high priesthto Hyrcanus, both
because he had been useful to him in other res@awddecause he hindered
the Jews in the country from giving Aristobulus aassistance in his war
against him. He also cut off those that had beematithors of that war; and
bestowed proper rewards on Faustus, and thosesdtiermounted the wall
with such alacrity; and he made Jerusalem tribui@aityhe Romans, and took
away those cities of Celesyria which the inhabgaoft Judea had subdued,
and put them under the government of the Romandams and confined
the whole nation, which had elevated itself so hgifiore, within its own
bounds. Moreover, he rebuilt Gadara, (6) which beein demolished a little
before, to gratify Demetrius of Gadara, who wasfreedman, and restored
the rest of the cities, Hippos, and Scythopolis] &ella, and Dios, and
Samaria, as also Marissa, and Ashdod, and JammiaAegethusa, to their
own inhabitants: these were in the inland partsid@s those that had been
demolished, and also of the maritime cities, Gana, Joppa, and Dora, and
Strato's Tower; which last Herod rebuilt after argdus manner, and adorned
with havens and temples, and changed its name &sdbea. All these
Pompey left in a state of freedom, and joined themthe province of Syria.

5. Now the occasions of this misery which came upemsalem were
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, by raising a sedition against the other; for
now we lost our liberty, and became subject to Rwmmans, and were
deprived of that country which we had gained by aums from the Syrians,
and were compelled to restore it to the Syriansrddeer, the Romans
exacted of us, in a little time, above ten thousgaddnts; and the royal
authority, which was a dignity formerly bestowed thiwse that were high
priests, by the right of their family, became thiegerty of private men. But
of these matters we shall treat in their propercgga Now Pompey
committed Celesyria, as far as the river Euphrate$ Egypt, to Scaurus,
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with two Roman legions, and then went away to Giliand made haste to
Rome. He also carried bound along with him Aristabuand his children;

for he had two daughters, and as many sons; thefowaich ran away, but

the younger, Antigonus, was carried to Rome, tagethth his sisters.

Footnotes:

1. These express testimonies of Josephus here, ang. AtVIIl. ch. 6.
sect. 6, and B. XV. ch. 4. sect. 2, that the ordisdm gardens, and the
best palm trees, were, at least in his days, nelachd and Kugaddi,
about the north part of the Dead Sea, (wherealbsot Alexander the
Great saw the balsam drop,) show the mistake cfetlbat understand
Eusebius and Jerom as if one of those gardensatéhe south part of
that sea, at Zoar or Segor, whereas they mustraitkan another Zoar
or Segor, which was between Jericho and Kugaddieeadply to
Josephus: which yet they do not appear to do, s #iey directly
contradict Josephus, and were therein greatly kestal mean this,
unless that balsam, and the best palm trees, grasih more southward
in Judea in the days of Eusebius and Jerom thandidein the days of
Josephus.

2. The particular depth and breadth of this ditch, mdeethe stones for the
wall about the temple were probably taken, are tehiin our copies of
Josephus, but set down by Strabo, B. XVI. p. 7&3nfwhom we learn
that this ditch was sixty feet deep, and two huddred fifty feet broad.
However, its depth is, in the next section, said Jogephus to be
immense, which exactly agrees to Strabo's desmnptand which
numbers in Strabo are a strong confirmation oftthéh of Josephus's
description also.

3. That is, on the 23rd of Sivan, the annual fast tfee defection and
idolatry of Jeroboam, "who made Israel to sin;'possibly some other
fast might fall into that month, before and in theeys of Josephus.

4. It deserves here to be noted, that this Pharisascglerstitious notion,
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that offensive fighting was unlawful to Jews, evamder the utmost
necessity, on the Sabbath day, of which we hedmmgpbefore the times
of the Maccabees, was the proper occasion of Jem'sabeing taken by
Pompey, by Sosius, and by Titus, as appears frarpliices already
guoted in the note on Antiq. B. XIlll. ch. 8. sett. which scrupulous
superstition, as to the observation of such a ogserrest upon the
Sabbath day, our Savior always opposed, when tlegidaical Jews

insisted on it, as is evident in many places inNlee&v Testament, though
he still intimated how pernicious that superstitraight prove to them in

their flight from the Romans, Matthew 25:20.

. This is fully confirmed by the testimony of Cicerwho: says, in his

oration for Flaecus, that "Cneius Pompeius, whew&e conqueror, and
had taken Jerusalem, did not touch any thing bahlgng that temple.”

. Of this destruction of Gadara here presupposed,itanaestoration by

Pompey, see the note on the War, B. . ch. 7. Zect.
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Chapter 5

Gabinius Had Conquered Alexander, the Son of
Aristobulus

1. Scaurus made now an expedition against Petréaabia, and set on
fire all the places round about it, because ofgleat difficulty of access to
it. And as his army was pinched by famine, Antipdtenished him with
corn out of Judea, and with whatever else he wanhed this at the
command of Hyrcanus. And when he was sent to Araem®&n ambassador
by Scaurus, because he had lived with him formédypersuaded Aretas to
give Scaurus a sum of money, to prevent the burpoingis country, and
undertook to be his surety for three hundred taleé®db Scaurus, upon these
terms, ceased to make war any longer; which was dsmmuch at Scaurus's
desire, as at the desire of Aretas.

2. Some time after this, when Alexander, the soArdtobulus, made
an incursion into Judea, Gabinius came from Rom®® iByria, as
commander of the Roman forces. He did many coralderactions; and
particularly made war with Alexander, since Hyrcarsas not yet able to
oppose his power, but was already attempting taildbthe wall of
Jerusalem, which Pompey had overthrown, althouglRibmans which were
there restrained him from that his design. Howexégxander went over all
the country round about, and armed many of the Jawd suddenly got
together ten thousand armed footmen, and fifteemditad horsemen, and
fortified Alexandrium, a fortress near to CoremgdaMacherus, near the
mountains of Arabia. Gabinius therefore came upon having sent Marcus
Antonius, with other commanders, before. These drisiech Romans as
followed them; and, together with them, such Jegvsvare subject to them,
whose leaders were Pitholaus and Malichus; and tihely with them also
their friends that were with Antipater, and met ¥dader, while Gabinius
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himself followed with his legion. Hereupon Alexamdectired to the
neighborhood of Jerusalem, where they fell uponamaher, and it came to
a pitched battle, in which the Romans slew of trememies about three
thousand, and took a like number alive.

3. At which time Gabinius (1) came to Alexandriuamd invited those
that were in it to deliver it up on certain conalits, and promised that then
their former offenses should be forgiven. But ageat number of the enemy
had pitched their camp before the fortress, whom Romans attacked,
Marcus Antonius fought bravely, and slew a greaniber, and seemed to
come off with the greatest honor. So Gabinius peftt of his army there, in
order to take the place, and he himself went inteioparts of Judea, and
gave order to rebuild all the cities that he mahwhat had been demolished,;
at which time were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod, Scyttisp Anthedon, Raphia,
and Dora; Marissa also, and Gaza, and not a fearothesides. And as the
men acted according to Gabinius's command, it ceamgass, that at this
time these cities were securely inhabited, whiath Ieen desolate for a long
time.

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the country, é®irmed to
Alexandrium; and when he urged on the siege ofplhee, Alexander sent
an embassage to him, desiring that he would pahi®former offenses; he
also delivered up the fortresses, Hyrcania and Mad) and at last
Alexandrium itself which fortresses Gabinius demsiodid. But when
Alexander's mother, who was of the side of the Rmnas having her
husband and other children at Rome, came to hirgrdmgted her whatsoever
she asked; and when he had settled matters witthé@darought Hyrcanus to
Jerusalem, and committed the care of the templento And when he had
ordained five councils, he distributed the natiatbithe same number of
parts. So these councils governed the people;istewias at Jerusalem, the
second at Gadara, the third at Amathus, the faatrtlericho, and the fifth at
Sepphoris in Galilee. So the Jews were now freaah fmonarchic authority,
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and were governed by an aristocracy.

Footnote:

1. Dean Prideaux well observes, "That notwithstandivegclamor against
Gabinius at Rome, Josephus gives him a able cleayaad if he had
acquitted himself with honor in the charge commditte him" [in Judea].

See at the year 55.
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Chapter 6

Gabinius Overcame Alexander and the Nabateans
in Battle

1. Now Aristobulus ran away from Rome to Judea, asdabout the
rebuilding of Alexandrium, which had been newly adished. Hereupon
Gabinius sent soldiers against him, add for themmanders Sisenna, and
Antonius, and Servilius, in order to hinder himrfrgetting possession of the
country, and to take him again. And indeed manyth# Jews ran to
Aristobulus, on account of his former glory, asodiecause they should be
glad of an innovation. Now there was one Pitholaas]ieutenant at
Jerusalem, who deserted to him with a thousand rakhough a great
number of those that came to him were unarmedwvdrah Aristobulus had
resolved to go to Macherus, he dismissed thosel@ebpcause they were
unarmed; for they could not be useful to him in tvaetions he was going
about; but he took with him eight thousand thatevarmed, and marched
on; and as the Romans fell upon them severely,Jéwes fought valiantly,
but were beaten in the battle; and when they hadHowith alacrity, but
were overborne by the enemy, they were put to tflighwhom were slain
about five thousand, and the rest being dispetsed, as well as they were
able, to save themselves. However, Aristobulus \mill him still above a
thousand, and with them he fled to Macherus, amtfiéal the place; and
though he had had ill success, he still had goqek fod his affairs; but when
he had struggled against the siege for two day&,tand had received many
wounds, he was brought as a captive to Gabiniuk s son Antigonus,
who also fled with him from Rome. And this was tbaune of Aristobulus,
who was sent back again to Rome, and was thermedtan bonds, having
been both king and high priest for three years simdmonths; and was
indeed an eminent person, and one of a great Bawever, the senate let
his children go, upon Gabinius's writing to themtthe had promised their
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mother so much when she delivered up the fortrassiesn; and accordingly
they then returned into Judea.

2. Now when Gabinius was making an expedition agahme Parthians,
and had already passed over Euphrates, he chargeuhid, and resolved to
return into Egypt, in order to restore Ptolemy i® kingdom. (1) This hath
also been related elsewhere. However, Antipateplgghis army, which he
sent against Archelaus, with corn, and weapons,naoidey. He also made
those Jews who were above Pelusium his friendscantéderates, and had
been the guardians of the passes that led intotEBuwb when he came back
out of Egypt, he found Syria in disorder, with dmudlis and troubles; for
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, having seizedlengovernment a second
time by force, made many of the Jews revolt to lang so he marched over
the country with a great army, and slew all the Roshe could light upon,
and proceeded to besiege the mountain called Garizzhither they had
retreated.

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in such a stagesdnt Antipater, who
was a prudent man, to those that were seditiousy twhether he could cure
them of their madness, and persuade them to rétuenbetter mind; and
when he came to them, he brought many of them sound mind, and
induced them to do what they ought to do; but heldmot restrain
Alexander, for he had an army of thirty thousand/s]Jeand met Gabinius,
and joining battle with him, was beaten, and lest thousand of his men
about Mount Tabor.

4. So Gabinius settled the affairs which belongethe city Jerusalem,
as was agreeable to Antipater's inclination, andtvagainst the Nabateans,
and overcame them in battle. He also sent away inieadly manner
Mithridates and Orsanes, who were Parthian desergeard came to him,
though the report went abroad that they had runydvwsm him. And when
Gabinius had performed great and glorious actimnisis management of the
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affairs of war, he returned to Rome, and delivetkd government to
Crassus. Now Nicolaus of Damascus, and Strabo qip&hocia, both
describe the expeditions of Pompey and Gabiniushagéhe Jews, while
neither of them say anything new which is not ia tither.

Footnote:

1. This history is best illustrated by Dr. Hudson ofiLivy, who says that
"A. Gabinius, the proconsul, restored Ptolemy omPBey and Gabinius
against the Jews, while neither of them say amygtimew which is not
in the other to his kingdom of Egypt, and ejectedh®&laus, whom they
had set up for king," &c. See Prid. at the yearsuéd 65.
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Chapter 7

Crassus Came into Judea and Pillaged the Temple

1. Now Crassus, as he was going upon his expeddgainst the
Parthians, came into Judea, and carried off theesntdmat was in the temple,
which Pompey had left, being two thousand taleats] was disposed to
spoil it of all the gold belonging to it, which wagght thousand talents. He
also took a beam, which was made of solid beatdt, @b the weight of
three hundred minae, each of which weighed two gewand a half. It was
the priest who was guardian of the sacred treasares whose name was
Eleazar, that gave him this beam, not out of a mdckesign, for he was a
good and a righteous man; but being intrusted wnghcustody of the veils
belonging to the temple, which were of admirablautg, and of very costly
workmanship, and hung down from this beam, whersée that Crassus
was busy in gathering money, and was in fear ferathtire ornaments of the
temple, he gave him this beam of gold as a ransortné whole, but this not
till he had given his oath that he would removehima else out of the
temple, but be satisfied with this only, which hHeowsld give him, being
worth many ten thousand [shekels]. Now this beans wantained in a
wooden beam that was hollow, but was known to rieerst but Eleazar
alone knew it; yet did Crassus take away this bagmon the condition of
touching nothing else that belonged to the temghel then brake his oath,
and carried away all the gold that was in the templ

2. And let no one wonder that there was so mucHtivaa our temple,
since all the Jews throughout the habitable earild, those that worshipped
God, nay, even those of Asia and Europe, sent tugitributions to it, and
this from very ancient times. Nor is the largeneSghese sums without its
attestation; nor is that greatness owing to ouityaas raising it without
ground to so great a height; but there are manyesges to it, and
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particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, who says thiitHridates sent to Cos,
and took the money which queen Cleopatra had diobtiere, as also eight
hundred talents belonging to the Jews." Now we hav@ublic money but
only what appertains to God; and it is evident that Asian Jews removed
this money out of fear of Mithridates; for it is thprobable that those of
Judea, who had a strong city and temple, should Hagir money to Cos;
nor is it likely that the Jews who are inhabitantAlexandria should do so
neither, since they were ill no fear of Mithridatédsxd Strabo himself bears
witness to the same thing in another place, thahatsame time that Sylla
passed over into Greece, in order to fight agaMghridates, he sent
Lucullus to put an end to a sedition that our matief whom the habitable
earth is full, had raised in Cyrene; where he spdhls: "There were four
classes of men among those of Cyrene; that ofecisizthat of husbandmen,
the third of strangers, and the fourth of Jews. Nbese Jews are already
gotten into all cities; and it is hard to find apé in the habitable earth that
hath not admitted this tribe of men, and is notspssed by them; and it hath
come to pass that Egypt and Cyrene, as havingame governors, and a
great number of other nations, imitate their wayivohg, and maintain great
bodies of these Jews in a peculiar manner, and gt greater prosperity
with them, and make use of the same laws with thation also.
Accordingly, the Jews have places assigned therfagypt, wherein they
inhabit, besides what is peculiarly allotted tsthation at Alexandria, which
Is a large part of that city. There is also an atbh allowed them, who
governs the nation, and distributes justice to thand takes care of their
contracts, and of the laws to them belonging, & itvere the ruler of a free
republic. In Egypt, therefore, this nation is pofuérbecause the Jews were
originally Egyptians, and because the land whetie@y inhabit, since they
went thence, is near to Egypt. They also removeal Gyrene, because that
this land adjoined to the government of Egypt, asl ws does Judea, or
rather was formerly under the same government." #msl is what Strabo
says.
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3. So when Crassus had settled all things as haelfirpleased, he
marched into Parthia, where both he himself andhigllarmy perished, as
hath been related elsewhere. But Cassius, as tdrlen Rome to Syria,
took possession of it, and was an impediment td°tr¢hians, who by reason
of their victory over Crassus made incursions upoAnd as he came back
to Tyre, he went up into Judea also, and fell upanchee, and presently
took it, and carried about thirty thousand Jewdicap; and slew Pitholaus,
who succeeded Aristobulus in his seditious prasticend that by the
persuasion of Antipater, who proved to have gre&trest in him, and was at
that time in great repute with the ldumeans alaat: af which nation he
married a wife, who was the daughter of one ofrtkelinent men, and her
name was Cypros, (1) by whom he had four sons,adhasnd Herod, who
was afterwards made king, and Joseph, and Pheerdsa daughter, named
Salome. This Antipater cultivated also a friendsdmgl mutual kindness with
other potentates, but especially with the king afal#a, to whom he
committed his children, while he fought against séabulus. So Cassius
removed his camp, and marched to Euphrates, to thest that were
coming to attack him, as hath been related by sther

4. But some time afterward Cesar, when he had t&a@ne, and after
Pompey and the senate were fled beyond the lorean feeed Aristobulus
from his bonds, and resolved to send him into Syarad delivered two
legions to him, that he might set matters rightbasig a potent man in that
country. But Aristobulus had no enjoyment of whathoped for from the
power that was given him by Cesar; for those of Peyis party prevented it,
and destroyed him by poison; and those of Caeparty buried him. His
dead body also lay, for a good while, embalmed amedy, till Antony
afterward sent it to Judea, and caused him to bedin the royal sepulcher.
But Scipio, upon Pompey's sending to him to slagxaAhder, the son of
Aristobulus, because the young man was accusedaf wffenses he had
been guilty of at first against the Romans, cuthoféf head; and thus did he
die at Antioch. But Ptolemy, the son of Menneus,owias the ruler of
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Chalcis, under Mount Libanus, took his brethrerhbm, and sent his son
Philippion to Askelon to Aristobulus's wife, andstted her to send back
with him her son Antigonus, and her daughters; dhe of which, whose
name was Alexandra, Philippion fell in love witmdamarried her, though
afterward his father Ptolemy slew him, and marridexandra, and

continued to take care of her brethren.

Footnote:
1. Dr. Hudson observes, that the name of this wifAmfpater in Josephus

was Cypros, as a Hebrew termination, but not Cypnis Greek name
for Venus, as some critics were ready to correct it
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Chapter 8

The Honors Which the Jews Received from the
Romans and Athenians

1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after that widBaesar had gained
over him, Antipater, who managed the Jewish affdnexame very useful to
Caesar when he made war against Egypt, and thidwebgrder of Hyrcanus;
for when Mithridates of Pergainus was bringing duiiliaries, and was not
able to continue his march through Pelusium, bliged to stay at Askelon,
Antipater came to him, conducting three thousanthefJews, armed men.
He had also taken care the principal men of théiares should come to his
assistance; and on his account it was that alsihrens assisted him also, as
not willing to appear behindhand in their alacrity Cesar, viz. Jamblicus
the ruler, and Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy theadd®ohemus, who dwelt
at Mount Libanus, and almost all the cities. Sohvidates marched out of
Syria, and came to Pelusium; and when its inhatsitavould not admit him,
he besieged the city. Now Antipater signalized lelinsere, and was the first
who plucked down a part of the wall, and so opeaeday to the rest,
whereby they might enter the city, and by this nseBelusium was taken.
But it happened that the Egyptian Jews, who dwelthe country called
Onion, would not let Antipater and Mithridates, witheir soldiers, pass to
Caesar; but Antipater persuaded them to come oihbrtieir party, because
he was of the same people with them, and thatlghigf showing them the
epistles of Hyrcanus the high priest, wherein hieoeted them to cultivate
friendship with Caesar, and to supply his army witbney, and all sorts of
provisions which they wanted; and accordingly, wileay saw Antipater
and the high priest of the same sentiments, thdyadithey were desired.
And when the Jews about Memphis heard that thege lere come over to
Caesar, they also invited Mithridates to come tenth so he came and
received them also into his army.
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2. And when Mithridates had gone over all Deltathesplace is called,
he came to a pitched battle with the enemy, neapthce called the Jewish
Camp. Now Mithridates had the right wing, and Aatgr the left; and when
it came to a fight, that wing where Mithridates vg@se way, and was likely
to suffer extremely, unless Antipater had come mgpmo him with his own
soldiers along the shore, when he had already héa¢eenemy that opposed
him; so he delivered Mithridates, and put thoseEgyns who had been too
hard for him to flight. He also took their campdarontinued in the pursuit
of them. He also recalled Mithridates, who had beersted, and was retired
a great way off; of whose soldiers eight hundrdll heit of Antipater's fifty.
So Mithridates sent an account of this battle tesaa, and openly declared
that Antipater was the author of this victory, awfdhis own preservation,
insomuch that Caesar commended Antipater thennaaoe use of him all
the rest of that war in the most hazardous undeidak he happened also to
be wounded in one of those engagements

3. However, when Caesar, after some time, hadhigishat war, and
was sailed away for Syria, he honored Antipateratlye and confirmed
Hyrcanus in the high priesthood; and bestowed otipAter the privilege of
a citizen of Rome, and a freedom from taxes evdrgre; and it is reported
by many, that Hyrcanus went along with Antipaterthis expedition, and
came himself into Egypt. And Strabo of Cappado@arb witness to this,
when he says thus, in the name of Aslnius: "Aftethidates had invaded
Egypt, and with him Hyrcanus the high priest of tevs." Nay, the same
Strabo says thus again, in another place, in tmeenaf Hypsicrates, that
"Mithridates at first went out alone; but that Asdter, who had the care of
the Jewish affairs, was called by him to Askelong dhat he had gotten
ready three thousand soldiers to go along with @ng encouraged other
governors of the country to go along with him alaogd that Hyrcanus the
high priest was also present in this expeditiomisTs what Strabo says.
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4. But Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, camehas$ time to Caesar,
and lamented his father's fate; and complained, ithaas by Antipater's
means that Aristobulus was taken off by poison, &mn&l brother was
beheaded by Scipio, and desired that he would payeof him who had
been ejected out of that principality which was dwuéim. He also accused
Hyrcanus and Antipater as governing the nation imjexmce, and offering
injuries to himself. Antipater was present, and endws defense as to the
accusations that were laid against him. He dematestrthat Antigonus and
his party were given to innovation, and were sedgipersons. He also put
Caesar in mind what difficult services he had ugdee when he assisted
him in his wars, and discoursed about what he wagreess of himself. He
added, that Aristobulus was justly carried awajRtome, as one that was an
enemy to the Romans, and could never be broude tofriend to them, and
that his brother had no more than he deserved 8oipio, as being seized in
committing robberies; and that this punishment natsinflicted on him in a
way of violence or injustice by him that did it.

5. When Antipater had made this speech, Caesairdgpddiyrcauus to
be high priest, and gave Antipater what princigalte himself should
choose, leaving the determination to himself; sorfagle him procurator of
Judea. He also gave Hyrcanus leave to raise upvdliis of his own city,
upon his asking that favor of him, for they hadrbdemolished by Pompey.
And this grant he sent to the consuls to Romegtergraven in the capitol.
The decree of the senate was this that follows''l{li¥ius Valerius, the son
of Lucius the praetor, referred this to the senapen the Ides of December,
in the temple of Concord. There were present atwheng of this decree
Lucius Coponius, the son of Lucius of the Collined, and Papirius of the
Quirine tribe, concerning the affairs which Alexandthe son of Jason, and
Numenius, the son of Antiochus, and Alexander, sha of Dositheus,
ambassadors of the Jews, good and worthy men, gedpavho came to
renew that league of goodwill and friendship witle Romans which was in
being before. They also brought a shield of gotdaamark of confederacy,
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valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold; and desitteat letters might be
given them, directed both to the free cities anth&okings, that their country
and their havens might be at peace, and that noaomeng them might
receive any injury. It therefore pleased [the seh& make a league of
friendship and good-will with them, and to bestowtbhem whatsoever they
stood in need of, and to accept of the shield whvels brought by them.
This was done in the ninth year of Hyrcanus thénlugest and ethnarch, in
the month Panemus." Hyreanus also received homoms the people of
Athens, as having been useful to them on many atasAnd when they
wrote to him, they sent him this decree, as it himlows "Under the
prutaneia and priesthood of Dionysius, the sonsaiulapius, on the fifth day
of the latter part of the month Panemus, this deafkthe Athenians was
given to their commanders, when Agathocles wasaarchnd Eucles, the
son of Menander of Alimusia, was the scribe. In t@nth Munychion, on
the eleventh day of the prutaneia, a council ofgtesidents was held in the
theater. Dorotheus the high priest, and the fellp@sidents with him, put it
to the vote of the people. Dionysius, the son afriysius, gave the sentence.
Since Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the highspraand ethnareh of the
Jews, continues to bear good-will to our peoplganeral, and to every one
of our citizens in particular, and treats them wathsorts of kindness; and
when any of the Athenians come to him, either abam®adors, or on any
occasion of their own, he receives them in an aidignanner, and sees that
they are conducted back in safety, of which we hlaad several former
testimonies; it is now also decreed, at the repbitheodosius, the son of
Theodorus, and upon his putting the people in rointhe virtue of this man,
and that his purpose is to do us all the goodighiat his power, to honor him
with a crown of gold, the usual reward accordinght® law, and to erect his
statue in brass in the temple of Demus and of th&c&3; and that this
present of a crown shall be proclaimed publiclytie theater, in the
Dionysian shows, while the new tragedies are artingd in the
Panathenean, and Eleusinian, and Gymnical shows alsd that the
commanders shall take care, while he continues isnfirendship, and
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preserves his good-will to us, to return all possibonor and favor to the
man for his affection and generosity; that by tesatment it may appear
how our people receive the good kindly, and repent a suitable reward,;
and he may be induced to proceed in his affecbaratds us, by the honors
we have already paid him. That ambassadors becalssen out of all the
Athenians, who shall carry this decree to him, desire him to accept of the
honors we do him, and to endeavor always to begdeeme good to our
city." And this shall suffice us to have spokert@ghe honors that were paid
by the Romans and the people of Athens to Hyrcanus.

Footnote:

1. Take Dr. Hudson's note upon this place, which pssp to be the truth:
"Here is some mistake in Josephus; for when he gradiised us a
decree for the restoration of Jerusalem he brimgs idecree of far
greater antiquity, and that a league of friendsdmpl union only. One
may easily believe that Josephus gave order for thimey, and his
amanuensis performed another, by transposing ded¢hed¢ concerned
the Hyrcani, and as deluded by the sameness af laenes; for that
belongs to the first high priest of this name, Rdtyrcanus,] which
Josephus here ascribes to one that lived latercpyrs, the son of
Alexander Janneus]. However, the decree which begses to set down
follows a little lower, in the collection of Ramaecrees that concerned
the Jews and is that dated when Caesar was cdrestifth time." See
ch. 10. sect. 5.
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Chapter 9

Antipater Committed the Care of Galilee to Herod

1. Now when Caesar had settled the affairs of Sheasailed away. And
as soon as Antipater had conducted Caesar outria, B¢ returned to Judea.
He then immediately raised up the wall which hadrbérrown down by
Pompey; and, by coming thither, he pacified thatuli which had been in
the country, and this by both threatening and adyithem to be quiet; for
that if they would be of Hyrcanus's side, they vablive happily, and lead
their lives without disturbance, and in the enjopmeof their own
possessions; but if they were addicted to the hopeghat might come by
innovation, and aimed to get wealth thereby, theyukl have him a severe
master instead of a gentle governor, and Hyrcarntygat instead of a king,
and the Romans, together with Caesar, their ttemies instead of rulers,
for that they would never bear him to be set asilem they had appointed
to govern. And when Antipater had said this to thée himself settled the
affairs of this country.

2. And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow and &lbtamper, he made
Phasaelus, his eldest son, governor of Jerusaleanpfathe places that were
about it, but committed Galilee to Herod, his ngxih, who was then a very
young man, for he was but fifteen years of age But)that youth of his was
no impediment to him; but as he was a youth oftgread, he presently met
with an opportunity of signalizing his courage; fording that there was one
Hezekiah, a captain of a band of robbers, who awvetine neighboring parts
of Syria with a great troop of them, he seized himd slew him, as well as a
great number of the other robbers that were with; Hor which action he
was greatly beloved by the Syrians; for when theyremwery desirous to
have their country freed from this nest of robbées,purged it of them. So
they sung songs in his commendation in their vdkagnd cities, as having
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procured them peace, and the secure enjoymenewfgbssessions; and on
this account it was that he became known to Sef&mssar, who was a
relation of the great Caesar, and was now presifeByria. Now Phasaetus,
Herod's brother, was moved with emulation at hisoas, and envied the

fame be had thereby gotten, and became ambitiotusonbe behindhand

with him in deserving it. So he made the inhabgawit Jerusalem bear him
the greatest good-will while he held the city hithdeut did neither manage

its affairs improperly, nor abuse his authorityréhe. This conduct procured
from the nation to Antipater such respect as istduangs, and such honors
as he might partake of if he were an absolute ddrithe country. Yet did not

this splendor of his, as frequently happens, inléiast diminish in him that

kindness and fidelity which he owed to Hyrcanus.

3. But now the principal men among the Jews, whey saw Antipater
and his sons to grow so much in the good-will taeam bare to them, and in
the revenues which they received out of Judea,canndf Hyrcanus's own
wealth, they became ill-disposed to him; for indéedipater had contracted
a friendship with the Roman emperors; and when & prevailed with
Hyrcanus to send them money, he took it to himsaiil purloined the
present intended, and sent it as if it were his,camd not Hyrcanus's gift to
them. Hyrcanus heard of this his management, lmkt @ care about it; nay,
he rather was very glad of it. But the chief menhaf Jews were therefore in
fear, because they saw that Herod was a violentbaidl man, and very
desirous of acting tyrannically; so they came taddpus, and now accused
Antipater openly, and said to him, "How long witiou be quiet under such
actions as are now done? Or dost thou not seeAtngtater and his sons
have already seized upon the government, and ttistonly the name of a
king which is given thee? But do not thou suffezdh things to be hidden
from thee, nor do thou think to escape danger Inygogo careless of thyself
and of thy kingdom; for Antipater and his sons @& now stewards of thine
affairs: do not thou deceive thyself with such diomg they are evidently
absolute lords; for Herod, Antipater's son, hadinsHezekiah, and those that
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were with him, and hath thereby transgressed auyr\which hath forbidden

to slay any man, even though he were a wicked ordaess he had been first
condemned to suffer death by the Sanhedrim (15)hgth he been so
insolent as to do this, and that without any authdrom thee."

4. Upon Hyrcanus hearing this, he complied withnth&@he mothers
also of those that had been slain by Herod raisedndignation; for those
women continued every day in the temple, persuadnegking and the
people that Herod might undergo a trial before $lamhedrim for what he
had done. Hyrcanus was so moved by these compl#rashe summoned
Herod to come to his trial for what was chargedrupon. Accordingly he
came; but his father had persuaded him to comédikeota private man, but
with a guard, for the security of his person; amak tvhen he had settled the
affairs of Galilee in the best manner he could i@ own advantage, he
should come to his trial, but still with a body ofen sufficient for his
security on his journey, yet so that he shouldaomhe with so great a force
as might look like terrifying Hyrcanus, but stiluch a one as might not
expose him naked and unguarded [to his enemiesveMer, Sextus Caesar,
president of Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, and deshigd to clear Herod, and
dismiss him at his trial, and threatened him bdfarel if he did not do it.
Which epistle of his was the occasion of Hyrcanabvdring Herod from
suffering any harm from the Sanhedrim, for he lou as his own son.
But when Herod stood before the Sanhedrim, withbmdy of men about
him, he aftrighted them all, and no one of his ferraccusers durst after that
bring any charge against him, but there was a diepce, and nobody knew
what was to be done. When affairs stood thus, dmesesname was Sameas,
(16) a righteous man he was, and for that reasomeadll fear, rose up, and
said, "O you that are assessors with me, and O thauart our king, |
neither have ever myself known such a case, nbisdppose that any one of
you can name its parallel, that one who is caltetake his trial by us ever
stood in such a manner before us; but every onesedver he be, that
comes to be tried by this Sanhedrim, presents Himmsea submissive
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manner, and like one that is in fear of himself] #mat endeavors to move us
to compassion, with his hair dishevelled, and iblack and mourning
garment: but this admirable man Herod, who is aatusf murder, and
called to answer so heavy an accusation, standsdhahed in purple, and
with the hair of his head finely trimmed, and witis armed men about him,
that if we shall condemn him by our law, he may sla, and by overbearing
justice may himself escape death. Yet do not | nthiee complaint against
Herod himself; he is to be sure more concernedifoself than for the laws;
but my complaint is against yourselves, and youngkiwho gave him a
license so to do. However, take you notice, thatl Gogreat, and that this
very man, whom you are going to absolve and disnfmsthe sake of
Hyrcanus, will one day punish both you and yougkimmself also." Nor did
Sameas mistake in any part of this prediction,wben Herod had received
the kingdom, he slew all the members of this Sanhedand Hyrcanus
himself also, excepting Sameas, for he had a ¢p@aar for him on account
of his righteousness, and because, when the cisyaftarward besieged by
Herod and Sosius, he persuaded the people to &tbmid into it; and told
them that for their sins they would not be ableescape his hands: - which
things will be related by us in their proper places

5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members of theh&kim were
ready to pronounce the sentence of death upon Heeogut off the trial to
another day, and sent privately to Herod, and adviem to fly out of the
city, for that by this means he might escape. Soehieed to Damascus, as
though he fled from the king; and when he had le#m Sextus Caesar, and
had put his own affairs in a sure posture, he vesbto do thus; that in case
he were again summoned before the Sanhedrim tchtakeal, he would not
obey that summons. Hereupon the members of thee8anh had great
indignation at this posture of affairs, and endeasido persuade Hyrcanus
that all these things were against him; which stdtenatters he was not
ignorant of; but his temper was so unmanly, antbstish, that he was able
to do nothing at all. But when Sextus had made #igeneral of the army of
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Celesyria, for he sold him that post for money, ¢dyrus was in fear lest
Herod should make war upon him; nor was the effégthat he feared long
in coming upon him; for Herod came and brought rmmyaalong with him to
fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the trial bad been summoned to
undergo before the Sanhedrim; but his father Argipaand his brother
[Phasaelus], met him, and hindered him from assaullerusalem. They
also pacified his vehement temper, and persuadeddido no overt action,
but only to affright them with threatenings, andotoceed no further against
one who had given him the dignity he had: they dissired him not only to
be angry that he was summoned, and obliged to donies trial, but to
remember withal how he was dismissed without cona@gion, and how he
ought to give Hyrcanus thanks for the same; ant hkawas not to regard
only what was disagreeable to him, and be unthamdfthis deliverance. So
they desired him to consider, that since it is @t turns the scales of war,
there is great uncertainty in the issue of batdes, that therefore he ought of
to expect the victory when he should fight with kisg, and him that had
supported him, and bestowed many benefits upon dmah had done nothing
itself very severe to him; for that his accusatmhich was derived from euvil
counselors, and not from himself, had rather trspision of some severity,
than any thing really severe in it. Herod was paded by these arguments,
and believed that it was sufficient for his futdr@pes to have made a show
of his strength before the nation, and done no mwné - and in this state
were the affairs of Judea at this time.

Footnotes:

1. Those who will carefully observe the several oamaai numbers and
chronological characters in the life and deathhed Herod, and of his
children, hereafter noted, will see that twentyefiears, and not fifteen,
must for certain have been here Josephus's own erufbbthe age of
Herod, when he was made governor of Galilee. Se@%hsect. 5, and
ch. 24. sect. 7; and particularly Antig. B. XVIIh.c8. sect. 1, where
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about forty-four years afterwards Herod dies an oldn at about
seventy.

. It is here worth our while to remark, that none lddoe put to death in
Judea but by the approbation of the Jewish Sanhedhiere being an
excellent provision in the law of Moses, that ewercriminal causes,
and particularly where life was concerned, an apgieauld lie from the
lesser councils of seven in the other cities to ghpreme council of
seventy-one at Jerusalem; and that is exactly dowpto our Savior's
words, when he says, "It could not be that a propheuld perish out of
Jerusalem," Luke 13:33.

. This account, as Reland observes, is confirmecheylalmudists, who
call this Sameas, "Simeon, the son of Shetach."
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Chapter 10

The Leagues That Were Made by the Romans with
the Jews

1. Now when Caesar was come to Rome, he was reaghiltinto Africa
to fight against Scipio and Cato, when Hyrcanugs sembassadors to him,
and by them desired that he would ratify that leagifriendship and mutual
alliance which was between them, And it seems taorige necessary here
to give an account of all the honors that the Ra@ramd their emperor paid
to our nation, and of the leagues of mutual assistdhey have made with it,
that all the rest of mankind may know what regdre kings of Asia and
Europe have had to us, and that they have beerdabtiy satisfied of our
courage and fidelity; for whereas many will notibe¢ what hath been
written about us by the Persians and Macedoniassause those writings
are not every where to be met with, nor do lieublg places, but among us
ourselves, and certain other barbarous nationdewhere is no contradiction
to be made against the decrees of the Romanshdgrdre laid up in the
public places of the cities, and are extant stilkhe capitol, and engraven
upon pillars of brass; nay, besides this, Juliues@amade a pillar of brass
for the Jews at Alexandria, and declared publinbt they were citizens of
Alexandria. Out of these evidences will | demortstrahat | say; and will
now set down the decrees made both by the sendtdyadulius Caesar,
which relate to Hyrcanus and to our nation.

2. "Caius Julius Caesar, imperator and high priastj dictator the
second time, to the magistrates, senate, and peufplSidon, sendeth
greeting. If you be in health, it is well. | alsacathe army are well. | have
sent you a copy of that decree, registered on db&g, which concerns
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high priest atitharch of the Jews,
that it may be laid up among the public recordsl hwill that it be openly
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proposed in a table of brass, both in Greek anidatm. It is as follows: |
Julius Caesar, imperator the second time, and prggst, have made this
decree, with the approbation of the senate. Whersasanus, the son of
Alexander the Jew, hath demonstrated his fidelrtg diligence about our
affairs, and this both now and in former times,hbiot peace and in war, as
many of our generals have borne witness, and camoertassistance in the
last Alexandrian war, (1) with fifteen hundred seld; and when he was
sent by me to Mithridates, showed himself supdnoralor to all the rest of
that army; - for these reasons | will that Hyrcarie son of Alexander, and
his children, be ethnarchs of the Jews, and hadith priesthood of the
Jews for ever, according to the customs of theefédhers, and that he and
his sons be our confederates; and that besideseisyone of them be
reckoned among our particular friends. | also ardhat he and his children
retain whatsoever privileges belong to the office lagh priest, or
whatsoever favors have been hitherto granted themd; if at any time
hereafter there arise any questions about the Basustoms, | will that he
determine the same. And I think it not proper tifaty should be obliged to
find us winter quarters, or that any money shodadguired of them."

3. "The decrees of Caius Caesar, consul, contaimingt hath been
granted and determined, are as follows: That Hyrsaand his children bear
rule over the nation of the Jews, and have thetprof the places to them
bequeathed; and that he, as himself the high paiestethnarch of the Jews,
defend those that are injured; and that ambass&eosent to Hyrcanus, the
son of Alexander, the high priest of the Jews, thay discourse with him
about a league of friendship and mutual assistaanue;that a table of brass,
containing the premises, be openly proposed ircdpiol, and at Sidon, and
Tyre, and Askelon, and in the temple, engravenam&n and Greek letters:
that this decree may also be communicated to tlaesjars and praetors of
the several cities, and to the friends of the Jemnst that the ambassadors
may have presents made them; and that these dbasest every where."

40



4. "Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator, consul, lggnted, That out of
regard to the honor, and virtue, and kindness ef itan, and for the
advantage of the senate, and of the people of Réiyieanus, the son of
Alexander, both he and his children, be high psiestd priests of Jerusalem,
and of the Jewish nation, by the same right, arcdraing to the same laws,
by which their progenitors have held the priesthbod

5. "Caius Caesar, consul the fifth time, hath dedy& hat the Jews shall
possess Jerusalem, and may encompass that city wells; and that
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high priest atitharch of the Jews,
retain it in the manner he himself pleases; antl ttea Jews be allowed to
deduct out of their tribute, every second yearldmel is let [in the Sabbatic
period], a corus of that tribute; and that theutédbthey pay be not let to
farm, nor that they pay always the same tribute."

6. "Caius Caesar, imperator the second time, hataimed, That all the
country of the Jews, excepting Joppa, do pay attilyearly for the city
Jerusalem, excepting the seventh, which they dadl $abbatical year,
because thereon they neither receive the fruitkef trees, nor do they sow
their land; and that they pay their tribute in $idm the second year [of that
sabbatical period], the fourth part of what was isoand besides this, they
are to pay the same tithes to Hyrcanus and his wbrch they paid to their
forefathers. And that no one, neither presidenty Hhieutenant, nor
ambassador, raise auxiliaries within the boundsuafea; nor may soldiers
exact money of them for winter quarters, or undey ather pretense; but
that they be free from all sorts of injuries; amattwhatsoever they shall
hereafter have, and are in possession of, or haught, they shall retain
them all. It is also our pleasure that the city pgpwhich the Jews had
originally, when they made a league of friendshiphwhe Romans, shall
belong to them, as it. formerly did; and that Hynas, the son of Alexander,
and his sons, have as tribute of that city fronséhthat occupy the land for
the country, and for what they export every yeaGidon, twenty thousand
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six hundred and seventy-five modii every year,dbeenth year, which they
call the Sabbatic year, excepted, whereon theyhereplough, nor receive
the product of their trees. It is also the pleasafréhe senate, that as to the
villages which are in the great plain, which Hyreanand his forefathers
formerly possessed, Hyrcanus and the Jews have thigim the same
privileges with which they formerly had them alsand that the same
original ordinances remain still in force which cem the Jews with regard
to their high priests; and that they enjoy the sé&meefits which they have
had formerly by the concession of the people, ditdesenate; and let them
enjoy the like privileges in Lydda. It is the plaas also of the senate that
Hyrcanus the ethnarch, and the Jews, retain thésmeg countries, and
villages which belonged to the kings of Syria aldé&hicia, the confederates
of the Romans, and which they had bestowed on deetheir free gifts. It is
also granted to Hyrcanus, and to his sons, antlédambassadors by them
sent to us, that in the fights between single gkads, and in those with
beasts, they shall sit among the senators to sse tthows; and that when
they desire an audience, they shall be introduceal the senate by the
dictator, or by the general of the horse; and whey have introduced them,
their answers shall be returned them in ten daytheatfurthest, after the
decree of the senate is made about their affairs."

7. "Caius Cqgesar, imperator, dictator the fountieti and consul the fifth
time, declared to be perpetual dictator, made $ipsech concerning the
rights and privileges of Hyrcanus, the son of Alear, the high priest and
ethnarch of the Jews. Since those imperators (@) flave been in the
provinces before me have borne witness to Hyrcatmashigh priest of the
Jews, and to the Jews themselves, and this bdfereenate and people of
Rome, when the people and senate returned theiksha them, it is good
that we now also remember the same, and provideatheguital be made to
Hyrcanus, to the nation of the Jews, and to thes sdnHyrcanus, by the
senate and people of Rome, and that suitably ta gbad-will they have
shown us, and to the benefits they have bestowed ug."
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8. "Julius Caius, praetor [consul] of Rome, to thagistrates, senate,
and people of the Parians, sendeth greeting. Tiwe dé Delos, and some
other Jews that sojourn there, in the presencewf gmbassadors, signified
to us, that, by a decree of yours, you forbid themmake use of the customs
of their forefathers, and their way of sacred wgrsNow it does not please
me that such decrees should be made against end§riand confederates,
whereby they are forbidden to live according toirtleevn customs, or to
bring in contributions for common suppers and Hebtivals, while they are
not forbidden so to do even at Rome itself; for rev@aius Caesar, our
imperator and consul, in that decree wherein heafibe the Bacchanal rioters
to meet in the city, did yet permit these Jews, threde only, both to bring in
their contributions, and to make their common sugp&ccordingly, when |
forbid other Bacchanal rioters, | permit these Jdéwsgather themselves
together, according to the customs and laws ofr tf@efathers, and to
persist therein. It will be therefore good for ydhbat if you have made any
decree against these our friends and confedetatedyrogate the same, by
reason of their virtue and kind disposition towands'

9. Now after Caius was slain, when Marcus Antonaunl Publius
Dolabella were consuls, they both assembled thatsgemnd introduced
Hyrcanus's ambassadors into it, and discoursedhait whey desired, and
made a league of friendship with them. The serlatedecreed to grant them
all they desired. | add the decree itself, thaséheho read the present work
may have ready by them a demonstration of the wfitwvhat we say. The
decree was this:

10. "The decree of the senate, copied out of #estry, from the public
tables belonging to the quaestors, when Quintusituand Caius Cornelius
were quaestors, and taken out of the second tdltleedfirst class, on the
third day before the ldes of April, in the temple @oncord. There were
present at the writing of this decree, Lucius Calpus Piso of the Menenian
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tribe, Servius Papinins Potitus of the Lemoniarbei Caius Caninius

Rebilius of the Terentine tribe, Publius Tidetiuacius Apulinus, the son of

Lucius, of the Sergian tribe, Flavius, the son ofcius, of the Lemonian

tribe, Publius Platins, the son of Publius, of thapyrian tribe, Marcus

Acilius, the son of Marcus, of the Mecian tribe,cius Erucius, the son of
Lucius, of the Stellatine tribe, Mareils Quintuaitillus, the son of Marcus,
of the Pollian tribe, and Publius Serius. Publiuslabella and Marcus

Antonius, the consuls, made this reference to theate, that as to those
things which, by the decree of the senate, Cailes&ahad adjudged about
the Jews, and yet had not hitherto that decree bermght into the treasury,

it is our will, as it is also the desire of Publi®labella and Marcus

Antonius, our consuls, to have these decrees paittive public tables, and

brought to the city quaestors, that they may take to have them put upon
the double tables. This was done before the fiftthe Ides of February, in

the temple of Concord. Now the ambassadors frontdhus the high priest

were these: Lysimachus, the son of Pausanias, Adlexa the son of

Theodorus, Patroclus, the son of Chereas, andnlmé#te, son of Onias."

11. Hyrcanus sent also one of these ambassaddmslabella, who was
then the prefect of Asia, and desired him to disntie Jews from military
services, and to preserve to them the customsedf tbrefathers, and to
permit them to live according to them. And when &balla had received
Hyrcanus's letter, without any further deliberatitie sent an epistle to all
the Asiatics, and particularly to the city of thpHesians, the metropolis of
Asia, about the Jews; a copy of which epistle haltews:

12. "When Artermon was prytanis, on the first dayhe@ month Leneon,
Dolabella, imperator, to the senate, and magistyasad people of the
Ephesians, sendeth greeting. Alexander, the sonTldodorus, the
ambassador of Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, itpe priest and ethnarch
of the Jews, appeared before me, to show thatduatoymen could not go
into their armies, because they are not alloweldetar arms or to travel on
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the sabbath days, nor there to procure themsdives® tsorts of food which
they have been used to eat from the times of thefathers; - | do therefore
grant them a freedom from going into the army,hesformer prefects have
done, and permit them to use the customs of tbe@fdthers, in assembling
together for sacred and religious purposes, as thei requires, and for
collecting oblations necessary for sacrifices; amdwill is, that you write
this to the several cities under your jurisdiction.

13. And these were the concessions that Dolabedldento our nation
when Hyrcanus sent an embassage to him. But Ltiseusonsul's decree ran
thus: "I have at my tribunal set these Jews, wheociizens of Rome, and
follow the Jewish religious rites, and yet live gbhesus, free from going
into the army, on account of the superstition they under. This was done
before the twelfth of the calends of October, whertius Lentulus and
Caius Marcellus were consuls, in the presence nfsTAppius Balgus, the
son of Titus, and lieutenant of the Horatian tribeTitus Tongins, the son of
Titus, of the Crustumine tribe; of Quintus Resitl&e son of Quintus; of
Titus Pompeius Longinus, the son of Titus; of Caesvilius, the son of
Caius, of the Terentine tribe; of Bracchus the tamli tribune; of Publius
Lucius Gallus, the son of Publius, of the Veturiabe; of Caius Sentins, the
son of Caius, of the Sabbatine tribe; of TitusiA&IBulbus, the son of Titus,
lieutenant and vice-praetor to the magistratesateerand people of the
Ephesians, sendeth greeting. Lucius Lentulus timswddreed the Jews that
are in Asia from going into the armies, at my inéssion for them; and
when | had made the same petition some time aftdri@ Phanius the
imperator, and to Lucius Antonius the vice-quaedtobtained that privilege
of them also; and my will is, that you take carattho one give them any
disturbance."

14. The decree of the Delians. "The answer of thetprs, when Beotus
was archon, on the twentieth day of the month Télaop. While Marcus
Piso the lieutenant lived in our city, who was agpointed over the choice
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of the soldiers, he called us, and many other efdkizens, and gave order,
that if there be here any Jews who are Roman o#jz&o one is to give them
any disturbance about going into the army, bec&m®aelius Lentulus, the

consul, freed the Jews from going into the army, amtount of the

superstition they are under; - you are thereforegedl to submit to the

praetor.” And the like decree was made by the &asdabout us also.

15. "Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, imperator emasul, to the
magistrates of Cos, sendeth greeting. | would hywe know that the
ambassadors of the Jews have been with me, anckdiesey might have
those decrees which the senate had made aboutwiean decrees are here
subjoined. My will is, that you have a regard ta dake care of these men,
according to the senate's decree, that they mayafedy conveyed home
through your country."

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus the consulhave dismissed
those Jews who are Roman citizens, and who appearetto have their
religious rites, and to observe the laws of theslatvEphesus, on account of
the superstition they are under. This act was dafere the thirteenth of the
calends of October."

17. "Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, vice-quaesand vice-
praetor, to the magistrates, senate, and peopltheofSardians, sendeth
greeting. Those Jews that are our fellow citizehRa@me came to me, and
demonstrated that they had an assembly of their, astording to the laws
of their forefathers, and this from the beginniag,also a place of their own,
wherein they determined their suits and controesrsvith one another.
Upon their petition therefore to me, that thesehhige lawful for them, |
gave order that these their privileges be preseraed they be permitted to
do accordingly."

18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, the son ptirlbis, and of
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Marcus, the son of Marcus, and of Lucius, the sbRublius: "We went to
the proconsul, and informed him of what Dosithdts, son of Cleopatrida
of Alexandria, desired, that, if he thought good would dismiss those Jews
who were Roman citizens, and were wont to obsdreeaites of the Jewish
religion, on account of the superstition they weneler. Accordingly, he did
dismiss them. This was done before the thirteehtheocalends of October."

19. "In the month Quntius, when Lucius Lentulus @alus Mercellus
were consuls; and there were present Titus Appalbus, the son of Titus,
lieutenant of the Horatian tribe, Titus Tongius tbe Crustumine tribe,
Quintus Resius, the son of Quintus, Titus Pompeihs, son of Titus,
Cornelius Longinus, Caius Servilius Bracchus, tbe ef Caius, a military
tribune, of the Terentine tribe, Publius Clusiudl@a the son of Publius, of
the Veturian tribe, Caius Teutius, the son of Caausilital tribune, of the
EmilJan tribe, Sextus Atilius Serranus, the sorSektus, of the Esquiline
tribe, Caius Pompeius, the son of Caius, of théb&ate tribe, Titus Appius
Menander, the son of Titus, Publius Servilius Siralhe son of Publius,
Lucius Paccius Capito, the son of Lucius, of thdli@® tribe, Aulus Furius
Tertius, the son of Aulus, and Appius Menus. Inpihesence of these it was
that Lentulus pronounced this decree: | have beffloeetribunal dismissed
those Jews that are Roman citizens, and are accegtdao observe the
sacred rites of the Jews at Ephesus, on accouiecduperstition they are
under."

20. "The magistrates of the Laodiceans to CaiusiliRapthe son of
Caius, the consul, sendeth greeting. Sopater,nitmssador of Hyrcanus the
high priest, hath delivered us an epistle from thdsereby he lets us know
that certain ambassadors were come from Hyrcaheshigh priest of the
Jews, and brought an epistle written concerningy thaion, wherein they
desire that the Jews may be allowed to observe Sabbaths, and other
sacred rites, according to the laws of their faredes, and that they may be
under no command, because they are our friendsam@derates, and that
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nobody may injure them in our provinces. Now altjiothe Trallians there
present contradicted them, and were not pleasddtidgse decrees, yet didst
thou give order that they should be observed, afmrmedst us that thou
hadst been desired to write this to us about thWmtherefore, in obedience
to the injunctions we have received from thee, heaeeived the epistle
which thou sentest us, and have laid it up byfieselong our public records.
And as to the other things about which thou didstdsto us, we will take
care that no complaint be made against us."

21. "Publius Servilius, the son of Publius, of t@alban tribe, the
proconsul, to the magistrates, senate, and pedpleeoMileslans, sendeth
greeting. Prytanes, the son of Hermes, a citizeyoafs, came to me when |
was at Tralles, and held a court there, and infdrme that you used the
Jews in a way different from my opinion, and foreddem to celebrate their
Sabbaths, and to perform the Sacred rites recdéigadtheir forefathers, and
to manage the fruits of the land, according torthercient custom; and that
he had himself been the promulger of your decreegraing as your laws
require: | would therefore have you know, that upearing the pleadings on
both sides, | gave sentence that the Jews shouldenprohibited to make
use of their own customs."

22. The decree of those of Pergamus. "When Cratip@as prytanis, on
the first day of the month Desius, the decree efglaetors was this: Since
the Romans, following the conduct of their ancestandertake dangers for
the common safety of all mankind, and are ambitidossettle their
confederates and friends in happiness, and inggace, and since the nation
of the Jews, and their high priest Hyrcanus, senarmbassadors to them,
Strato, the son of Theodatus, and Apollonius, the sf Alexander, and
Eneas, the son of Antipater, and Aristobulus, tba sf Amyntas, and
Sosipater, the son of Philip, worthy and good mehg gave a particular
account of their affairs, the senate thereupon naadecree about what they
had desired of them, that Antiochus the king, te&f Antiochus, should do
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no injury to the Jews, the confederates of the Rmmnand that the fortresses,
and the havens, and the country, and whatsoeverhelshad taken from
them, should be restored to them; and that it mayalwful for them to
export their goods out of their own havens; and tlwaking nor people may
have leave to export any goods, either out of thentry of Judea, or out of
their havens, without paying customs, but only &), the king of
Alexandria, because he is our confederate anddfiand that, according to
their desire, the garrison that is in Joppa magjbeted. Now Lucius Pettius,
one of our senators, a worthy and good man, gaser dhat we should take
care that these things should be done accordirbetsenate's decree; and
that we should take care also that their ambassadaht return home in
safety. Accordingly, we admitted Theodorus into sanate and assembly,
and took the epistle out his hands, as well asiteee of the senate. And as
he discoursed with great zeal about the Jews, escritbed Hyrcanus's virtue
and generosity, and how he was a benefactor tanaf in common, and
particularly to every body that comes to him, wigl lap the epistle in our
public records; and made a decree ourselves, thae sve also are in
confederacy with the Romans, we would do everygthwe could for the
Jews, according to the senate's decree. Theoddésas vaho brought the
epistle, desired of our praetors, that they woeliddsHyrcanus a copy of that
decree, as also ambassadors to signify to himfteetian of our people to
him, and to exhort them to preserve and augment firendship for us, and
be ready to bestow other benefits upon us, asyj@stpecting to receive
proper requitals from us; and desiring them to mafmer that our ancestors
(3) were friendly to the Jews even in the days bfaham, who was the
father of all the Hebrews, as we have [also] fourset down in our public
records."

23. The decree of those of Halicarnassus. "When méexmthe son of
Orestidas by descent, but by adoption of Euonymas, priest, on the * * *
day of the month Aristerion, the decree of the peoppon the
representation of Marcus Alexander, was this: Sweehave ever a great
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regard to piety towards God, and to holiness; amceswve aim to follow the
people of the Romans, who are the benefactorslahah, and what they
have written to us about a league of friendship amatual assistance
between the Jews and our city, and that their dagffieces and accustomed
festivals and assemblies may be observed by thenhave decreed, that as
many men and women of the Jews as are willing sdotomay celebrate
their Sabbaths, and perform their holy offices,oadimg to Jewish laws; and
may make their proseuchae at the sea-side, acgoalithe customs of their
forefathers; and if any one, whether he be a madestor private person,
hindereth them from so doing, he shall be liabla fme, to be applied to the
uses of the city."

24. The decree of the Sardians. "This decree wae o the senate and
people, upon the representation of the praetorerédds those Jews who are
fellow citizens, and live with us in this city, h@ever had great benefits
heaped upon them by the people, and have come mowhe senate, and
desired of the people, that upon the restitutiothefr law and their liberty,
by the senate and people of Rome, they may assdag#ther, according to
their ancient legal custom, and that we will nah@rany suit against them
about it; and that a place may be given them wileeg may have their
congregations, with their wives and children, andynoffer, as did their
forefathers, their prayers and sacrifices to GoowNhe senate and people
have decreed to permit them to assemble togethethemrdays formerly
appointed, and to act according to their own laavg]j that such a place be
set apart for them by the praetors, for the bugdamd inhabiting the same,
as they shall esteem fit for that purpose; and tthade that take care of the
provision for the city, shall take care that suchtsof food as they esteem fit
for their eating may be imported into the city."

25. The decree of the Ephesians. "When Menophilas prytanis, on
the first day of the month Artemisius, this decregss made by the people:
Nicanor, the son of Euphemus, pronounced it, uperrépresentation of the
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praetors. Since the Jews that dwell in this cityehpetitioned Marcus Julius
Pompeius, the son of Brutus, the proconsul, they tmight be allowed to

observe their Sabbaths, and to act in all thing®raing to the customs of
their forefathers, without impediment from any bpdie praetor hath

granted their petition. Accordingly, it was decrd®dthe senate and people,
that in this affair that concerned the Romans, ne of them should be

hindered from keeping the sabbath day, nor be fioedo doing, but that

they may be allowed to do all things accordinggirtown laws."

26. Now there are many such decrees of the sendtargperators of the
Romans (4) and those different from these beforevagch have been made
in favor of Hyrcanus, and of our nation; as aldmweré have been more
decrees of the cities, and rescripts of the praettr such epistles as
concerned our rights and privileges; and certasnlgh as are not ill-disposed
to what we write may believe that they are alllis purpose, and that by the
specimens which we have inserted; for since we haeeluced evident
marks that may still be seen of the friendship \&eehhad with the Romans,
and demonstrated that those marks are engravenaghoamns and tables of
brass in the capitol, that axe still in being, @neserved to this day, we have
omitted to set them all down, as needless and idisagle; for | cannot
suppose any one so perverse as not to believeidmelship we have had
with the Romans, while they have demonstrated #mesby such a great
number of their decrees relating to us; nor wiéytldoubt of our fidelity as
to the rest of those decrees, since we have shosveame in those we have
produced, And thus have we sufficiently explainéettfriendship and
confederacy we at those times had with the Romans.

Footnotes:

1. That Hyreanus was himself in Egypt, along with pater, at this time,
to whom accordingly the bold and prudent actionshef deputy
Antipater are here ascribed, as this decree afisl@aesar supposes, we
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are further assured by the testimony of Strabaadly produced by
Josephus, ch. 8. sect. 3.

. Dr. Hudson justly supposes that the Roman impesatmr generals of
armies, meant both here and sect. 2, who gaveni@syi to Hyrcanus's
and the Jews' faithfulness and goodwill to the Rusriaefore the senate
and people of Rome, were principally Pompey, Scauand Gabinius
;of all whom Josephus had already given us theotyistso far as the
Jews were concerned with them.

. We have here a most remarkable and authenticatttesof the citizens
of Pergamus, that Abraham was the father of allHBbrews; that their
own ancestors were, in the oldest times, the feeofdthose Hebrews;
and that the public arts of their city, then extamanfirmed the same;
which evidence is too strong to be evaded by oasgmt ignorance of
the particular occasion of such ancient friendsimgd alliance between
those people. See the like full evidence of thediad of the
Lacedemonians and the Jews; and that became they bo¢h of the
posterity of Abraham, by a public epistle of thgmople to the Jews,
preserved in the First Book of the Maccabees, 123%nd thence by
Josephus, Antig. B. XIl. ch. 4 sect. 10; both whathhentic records are
highly valuable. It is also well worthy of obsencat, what Moses
Chorenensis, the principal Armenian historian, infe us of, p. 83, that
Arsaces, who raised the Parthian empire, was ofsiyed of Abraham
by Chetura; and that thereby was accomplished ghadiction which
said, "Kings of nations shall proceed from theegh€sis 17:6.

. If we compare Josephus's promise in sect. 1, tdyz® all the public
decrees of the Romans in favor of the Jews, withéaxicuse here for
omitting many of them, we may observe, that when cdaene to
transcribe all those decrees he had collected, dumdf them so
numerous, that he thought he should too much tgedaders if he had
attempted it, which he thought a sufficient apoldgy his omitting the
rest of them; yet do those by him produced affoudhsa strong
confirmation to his history, and give such greghtito even the Roman

52



antiquities themselves, that | believe the curiatesnot a little sorry for
such his omissions.
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Chapter 11

Malichus Slew Antipater and Was Himself Slain by
Herod

1. Now it so fell out, that about this very time thffairs of Syria were in
great disorder, and this on the occasion followi@gcilius Bassus, one of
Pompey's party, laid a treacherous design agamsiuS Ceasar, and slew
him, and then took his army, and got the managemiepublic affairs into
his own hand; so there arose a great war about rgpanhile Ceasar's
generals came against him with an army of horseamenfootmen; to these
Antipater also sent succors, and his sons with tresrcalling to mind the
kindnesses they had received from Caesar, andabraticount he thought it
but just to require punishment for him, and to tak@geance on the man
that had murdered him. And as the war was drawnirdata great length,
Marcus (1) came from Rome to take Sextus's govemhmpon him. But
Caesar was slain by Cassius and Brutus in the eséioaise, after he had
retained the government three years and six moilihms. fact however, is
related elsewhere.

2. As the war that arose upon the death of Caeaarnew begun, and
the principal men were all gone, some one way, sorde another, to raise
armies, Cassius came from Rome into Syria, in otdeeceive the [army
that lay in the] camp at Apamia; and having raigexsiege, he brought over
both Bassus and Marcus to his party. He then weet the cities, and got
together weapons and soldiers, and laid great tapes those cities; and he
chiefly oppressed Judea, and exacted of it sevamdrbd talents: but
Antipater, when he saw the state to be in so gr@adternation and disorder,
he divided the collection of that sum, and appairites two sons to gather it;
and so that part of it was to be exacted by Mabchvho was ill-disposed to
him, and part by others. And because Herod didtewaat is required of
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him from Galilee before others, he was in the gagtaftavor with Cassius; for
he thought it a part of prudence to cultivate arfdship with the Romans,
and to gain their goodwill at the expense of othesisereas the curators of
the other cities, with their citizens, were sold $taves; and Cassius reduced
four cities into a state of slavery, the two mostemt of which were Gophna
and Emmaus; and, besides these, Lydia and Thanmmg. ®assius was so
very angry at Malichus, that he had killed him,r(fee assaulted him,) had
not Hyrcanus, by the means of Antipater, sent hihuadred talents of his
own, and thereby pacified his anger against him.

3. But after Cassius was gone out of Judea, Madidaid snares for
Antipater, as thinking that his death would-be pieservation of Hyrcanus's
government; but his design was not unknown to Aatép which when he
perceived, he retired beyond Jordan, and got tegedh army, partly of
Arabs, and partly of his own countrymen. Howevealibhus, being one of
great cunning, denied that he had laid any snayes$iim, and made his
defense with an oath, both to himself and his s@amgl said that while
Phasaelus had a garrison in Jerusalem, and Hetbthaveapons of war in
his custody, he could never have a thought of aich $hing. So Antipater,
perceiving the distress that Malichus was in, wasonciled to him, and
made an agreement with him: this was when Marcusmrasident of Syria;
who yet perceiving that this Malichus was makingdisturbance in Judea,
proceeded so far that he had almost killed him;shlif at the intercession of
Antipater, he saved him.

4. However, Antipater little thought that by saviMplichus he had
saved his own murderer; for now Cassius and Mahags got together an
army, and intrusted the entire care of it with Herand made him general of
the forces of Celesyria, and gave him a fleet dpshand an army of
horsemen and footmen; and promised him, that #feemwar was over they
would make him king of Judea; for a war was alre&ddgun between
Antony and the younger Caesar: but as Malichus wast afraid of
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Antipater, he took him out of the way; and by tlfieioof money, persuaded
the butler of Hyrcanus, with whom they were bothfeéast, to kill him by
poison. This being done, and he having armed me¢h Wwm, settled the
affairs of the city. But when Antipater's sons, étkrand Phasaelus, were
acquainted with this conspiracy against their fgthad had indignation at it,
Malichus denied all, and utterly renounced any kiedge of the murder.
And thus died Antipater, a man that had distingedshimself for piety and
justice, and love to his country. And whereas oiehis sons, Herod,
resolved immediately to revenge their father's lleahd was coming upon
Malichus with an army for that purpose, the eldéhis sons, Phasaelus,
thought it best rather to get this man into thands by policy, lest they
should appear to begin a civil war in the countsg, he accepted of
Malichus's defense for himself, and pretended tewe him that he had had
no hand in the violent death of Antipater his fathleut erected a fine
monument for him. Herod also went to Samaria; ahédmhe found them in
great distress, he revived their spirits, and caseddheir differences.

5. However, a little after this, Herod, upon them@ach of a festival,
came with his soldiers into the city; whereupon iktals was aftrighted, and
persuaded Hyrcanus not to permit him to come im® ¢ity. Hyrcanus
complied; and, for a pretense of excluding himegdd, that a rout of
strangers ought not to be admitted when the mdtituvere purifying
themselves. But Herod had little regard to the mmgers that were sent to
him, and entered the city in the night time, angigtited Malichus; yet did
he remit nothing of his former dissimulation, bugpt for Antipater, and
bewailed him as a friend of his with a loud voibet Herod and his friends
though, it proper not openly to contradict Maliclsusypocrisy, but to give
him tokens of mutual friendship, in order to prewvieis suspicion of them.

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and informed dfithe murder of
his father; who knowing what sort of man Malichuaswas to his morals,
sent him back word that he should revenge his fatlieeath; and also sent
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privately to the commanders of his army at Tyréghwairders to assist Herod
in the execution of a very just design of his. Neven Cassius had taken
Laodicea, they all went together to him, and cdrriem garlands and

money; and Herod thought that Malichus might beighed while he was

there; but he was somewhat apprehensive of thg,thimd designed to make
some great attempt, and because his son was thestage at Tyre, he went
to that city, and resolved to steal him away pelsgtand to march thence
into Judea; and as Cassius was in haste to maathsag\ntony, he thought
to bring the country to revolt, and to procure glowernment for himself. But

Providence opposed his counsels; and Herod beistairewd man, and

perceiving what his intention was, he sent thitheforehand a servant, in
appearance indeed to get a supper ready, for hediddbefore that he would
feast them all there, but in reality to the comnesdf the army, whom he
persuaded to go out against Malichus, with theggeas. So they went out
and met the man near the city, upon the sea-shockthere stabbed him.
Whereupon Hyrcanus was so astonished at what hpdehad, that his

speech failed him; and when, after some difficuity,had recovered himself,
he asked Herod what the matter could be, and wastthat slew Malichus;

and when he said that it was done by the commandCadsius, he

commended the action; for that Malichus was a weicked man, and one
that conspired against his own country. And this wee punishment that
was inflicted on Malichus for what he wickedly daAntipater.

7. But when Cassius was marched out of Syria, diances arose in
Judea; for Felix, who was left at Jerusalem withaamy, made a sudden
attempt against Phasaelus, and the people theragelse in arms; but Herod
went to Fabius, the prefect of Damascus, and wagalds to run to his
brother's assistance, but was hindered by a digtethat seized upon him,
till Phasaelus by himself had been too hard foixiFehd had shut him up in
the tower, and there, on certain conditions, disedshim. Phasaelus also
complained of Hyrcanus, that although he had reckavrgreat many benefits
from them, yet did he support their enemies; fotidhas's brother had made
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many places to revolt, and kept garrisons in thamal particularly Masada,
the strongest fortress of them all. In the mearetikherod was recovered of
his disease, and came and took from Felix all taegs he bad gotten; and,
upon certain conditions, dismissed him also.

Footnote:

1. For Marcus, this president of Syria, sent as suse® Sextus Caesar,
the Roman historians require us to read "MarcusJosephus, and this
perpetually, both in these Antiquities, and in History of the Wars, as
the learned generally agree.
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Chapter 12

Herod Ejects Antigonus, the Son of Aristobulus Out
of Judea

1. Now (1) Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, broughtkbedo Judea
Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, who had alreealged an army, and had,
by money, made Fabius to be his friend, add thcabse he was of kin to
him. Marion also gave him assistance. He had befinbly Cassius to
tyrannize over Tyre; for this Cussiris was a maat tbeized on Syria, and
then kept it under, in the way of a tyrant. Maraleo marched into Galilee,
which lay in his neighborhood, and took three of Fortresses, and put
garrisons into them to keep them. But when Heradesahe took all from
him; but the Tyrian garrison he dismissed in a vesyl manner; nay, to
some of the soldiers he made presents out of thd-gdll he bare to that
city. When he had despatched these affairs, andyaaes to meet Antigonus,
he joined battle with him, and beat him, and drdwen out of Judea
presently, when he was just come into its bord@u$.when he was come to
Jerusalem, Hyrcanus and the people put garlandg &l head; for he had
already contracted an affinity with the family ofytdanus by having
espoused a descendant of his, and for that reasmdHlook the greater care
of him, as being to marry the daughter of Alexantlee son of Aristobulus,
add the granddaughter of Hyrcanus, by which wifdoeeame the father of
three male and two female children. He had alsaiethbefore this another
wife, out of a lower family of his own nation, weoslame was Doris, by
whom he had his eldest son Antipater.

2. Now Antonius and Caesar had beaten Cassiushmglgrpi, as others
have related; but after the victory, Caesar wetat @aul, [Italy,] and Antony
marched for Asia, who, when he was arrived at Bithy he had
ambassadors that met him from all parts. The gralanen also of the Jews

59



came thither, to accuse Phasaelus and Herod; aydstid that Hyrcanus
had indeed the appearance of reigning, but thaetheen had all the power:
but Antony paid great respect to Herod, who wasedoomhim to make his
defense against his accusers, on which accourgdvisrsaries could not so
much as obtain a hearing; which favor Herod hadeghiof Antony by

money. But still, when Antony was come to Ephedtdgicanus the high

priest, and our nation, sent an embassage to hmghwcarried a crown of
gold with them, and desired that he would writetlte governors of the
provinces, to set those Jews free who had beeredaraptive by Cassius,
and this without their having fought against himdao restore them that
country, which, in the days of Cassius, had be&antdrom them. Antony

thought the Jews' desires were just, and wrote oinatedy to Hyrcanus, and
to the Jews. He also sent, at the same time, aealdor the Tyrians; the
contents of which were to the same purpose.

3. "Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus the hhigriest and
ethnarch of the Jews, sendeth greeting. It younbeealth, it is well; | am
also in health, with the army. Lysimachus, the s@nPausanias, and
Josephus, the son of Menneus, and Alexander, thefsdheodorus, your
ambassadors, met me at Ephesus, and have renesavemntiassage which
they had formerly been upon at Rome, and have editly acquitted
themselves of the present embassage, which thoutlandation have
intrusted to them, and have fully declared the gaolbdhou hast for us. | am
therefore satisfied, both by your actions and ywards, that you are well-
disposed to us; and | understand that your condiiéife is constant and
religious: so | reckon upon you as our own. But whbose that were
adversaries to you, and to the Roman people, alestaieither from cities
nor temples, and did not observe the agreementitadyconfirmed by oath,
it was not only on account of our contest with thdmt on account of all
mankind in common, that we have taken vengeandbase who have been
the authors of great injustice towards men, angreat wickedness towards
the gods; for the sake of which we suppose it \Wwas the sun turned away
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his light from us, (2) as unwilling to view the hior crime they were guilty
of in the case of Caesar. We have also overconie dbespiracies, which
threatened the gods themselves, which Macedoneavest, as it is a climate
peculiarly proper for impious and insolent attemjaisd we have overcome
that confused rout of men, half mad with spite aglaus, which they got
together at Philippi in Macedonia, when they seiaadhe places that were
proper for their purpose, and, as it were, walleght round with mountains
to the very sea, and where the passage was opgnhoolgh a single gate.
This victory we gained, because the gods had conddrthose men for their
wicked enterprises. Now Brutus, when he had fledaasas Philippi, was
shut up by us, and became a partaker of the sardéipe with Cassius; and
now these have received their punishment, we s@pfits we may enjoy
peace for the time to come, and that Asia may beestt from war. We
therefore make that peace which God hath given awsnwn to our
confederates also, insomuch that the body of Asiaow recovered out of
that distemper it was under by the means of oupmyc |, therefore, bearing
in mind both thee and your nation, shall take adrevhat may be for your
advantage. | have also sent epistles in writinthéoseveral cities, that if any
persons, whether free-men or bond-men, have bddruader the spear by
Caius Cassius, or his subordinate officers, they beset free. And | will
that you kindly make use of the favors which | dalabella have granted
you. | also forbid the Tyrians to use any violewagh you; and for what
places of the Jews they now possess, | order tlherastore them. | have
withal accepted of the crown which thou sentest'me.

4. "Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistragesate, and people of
Tyre, sendeth greeting. The ambassadors of Hyr¢dhashigh priest and
ethnarch [of the Jews], appeared before me at BHghasd told me that you
are in possession of part of their country, whiol yntered upon under the
government of our adversaries. Since, thereforehawe undertaken a war
for the obtaining the government, and have takem ¢a do what was
agreeable to piety and justice, and have broughtiishment those that had
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neither any remembrance of the kindnesses theydwailved, nor have kept
their oaths, | will that you be at peace with thiss are our confederates; as
also, that what you have taken by the means ofaduersaries shall not be
reckoned your own, but be returned to those frommmwlyou took them,; for
none of them took their provinces or their armigstie gift of the senate,
but they seized them by force, and bestowed thewiddgnce upon such as
became useful to them in their unjust proceedi&sce, therefore, those
men have received the punishment due to them, wsrede¢hat our
confederates may retain whatsoever it was that toeyerly possessed
without disturbance, and that you restore all tiheecgs which belong to
Hyrcanus, the ethnarch of the Jews, which you lae though it were but
one day before Caius Cassius began an unjustifbleagainst us, and
entered into our province; nor do you use any fagainst him, in order to
weaken him, that he may not be able to disposkatfwhich is his own; but
if you have any contest with him about your respectights, it shall be
lawful for you to plead your cause when we come rugbe places
concerned, for we shall alike preserve the righmid bear all the causes of
our confederates."

5. "Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistragesiate, and people of
Tyre, sendeth greeting. | have sent you my deathich | will that ye
take care that it be engraven on the public tablefRoman and Greek
letters, and that it stand engraven in the masstilious places, that it may be
read by all. Marcus Antonius, imperator, one of thamvirate over the
public affairs, made this declaration: Since Cdiassius, in this revolt he
hath made, hath pillaged that province which betohgot to him, and was
held by garrisons there encamped, while they weneconfederates, and
hath spoiled that nation of the Jews that wasienfiship with the Roman
people, as in war; and since we have overcome athess by arms, we now
correct by our decrees and judicial determinativhat he hath laid waste,
that those things may be restored to our confegler&nd as for what hath
been sold of the Jewish possessions, whether thdyobllies or possessions,
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let them be released; the bodies into that statdreddom they were
originally in, and the possessions to their forrmemners. | also will that he
who shall not comply with this decree of mine sHhadl punished for his
disobedience; and if such a one be caught, | aklétcare that the offenders
suffer condign punishment.”

6. The same thing did Antony write to the Sidonjalsd the
Antiochians, and the Aradians. We have producedetliecrees, therefore,
as marks for futurity of the truth of what we haaed, that the Romans had a
great concern about our nation.

Footnotes:

1. In this and the following chapters the reader waisily remark, how
truly Gronovius observes, in his notes on the Rodegrees in favor of
the Jews, that their rights and privileges were mmomly purchased of
the Romans with money. Many examples of this dooth as to the
Romans and others in authority, will occur in oasephus, both now
and hereafter, and need not be taken particulacenof on the several
occasions in these notes. Accordingly, the chiptaia confesses to St.
Paul that "with a great sum he had obtained hedfven," Acts 22:28; as
had St. Paul's ancestors, very probably, purchtdsedike freedom for
their family by money, as the same author justlyatades also.

2. This clause plainly alludes to that well-known buatsual and very long
darkness of the sun which happened upon the :mofdkrius Cesar by
Brutus and Cassius, which is greatly taken notfdeydvirgil, Pliny, and
other Roman authors. See Virgil's Georgics, Bjukt before the end;
and Pliny's Nat. Hist. B. IL ch. 33.
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Chapter 13

Antony Made Herod and Phasaelus Tetrarchs

1. When after this Antony came into Syria, Cleopairet him in Cilicia,
and brought him to fall in love with her. And thex@me now also a hundred
of the most potent of the Jews to accuse Herodlamsk about him, and set
the men of the greatest eloguence among them taksggut Messala
contradicted them, on behalf of the young men,ahthis in the presence of
Hyrcanus, who was Herod's father-in-law (1) alreadfhen Antony had
heard both sides at Daphne, he asked Hyrcanusivelyontere that governed
the nation best. He replied, Herod and his frieridsteupon Antony, by
reason of the old hospitable friendship he had maadé his father
[Antipater], at that time when he was with Gabinihe made both Herod
and Phasaelus tetrarchs, and committed the puffagcsaof the Jews to
them, and wrote letters to that purpose. He alsonthofifteen of their
adversaries, and was going to kill them, but thettdd obtained their pardon.

2. Yet did not these men continue quiet when theyevweome back, but
a thousand of the Jews came to Tyre to meet hime thvéhither the report
was that he would come. But Antony was corruptedti®/ money which
Herod and his brother had given him; and so he gader to the governor of
the place to punish the Jewish ambassadors, whae i@r making
innovations, and to settle the government upon ¢iebbot Herod went out
hastily to them, and Hyrcanus was with him, (fagytlstood upon the shore
before the city,) and he charged them to go theaysy because great
mischief would befall them if they went on with thaccusation. But they
did not acquiesce; whereupon the Romans ran ugn With their daggers,
and slew some, and wounded more of them, and thdled away and went
home, and lay still in great consternation. And wlibe people made a
clamor against Herod, Antony was so provoked atthat he slew the
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prisoners.

3. Now, in the second year, Pacorus, the king othRés son, and
Barzapharnes, a commander of the Parthians, pesstdsamselves of Syria.
Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, also was now deadlLgsahias his son took
his government, and made a league of friendship Attigonus, the son of
Aristobulus; and in order to obtain it, made usé¢hat commander, who had
great interest in him. Now Antigonus had promisedjive the Parthians a
thousand talents, and five hundred women, uponitondhey would take
the government away from Hyrcanus, and bestow anuipim, and withal
kill Herod. And although he did not give them whathad promised, yet did
the Parthians make an expedition into Judea onabedunt, and carried
Antigonus with them. Pacorus went along the maatiparts, but the
commander Barzapharnes through the midland. NowTtm@ans excluded
Pacorus, but the Sidontans and those of Ptolereasvied him. However,
Pacorus sent a troop of horsemen into Judea, éoaakew of the state of the
country, and to assist Antigonus; and sent alsihg's butler, of the same
name with himself. So when the Jews that dwelt alMnunt Carmel came
to Antigonus, and were ready to march with him idiedea, Antigonus
hoped to get some part of the country by theirséasce. The place is called
Drymi; and when some others came and met themmiae privately fell
upon Jerusalem; and when some more were comenqg they got together
in great numbers, and came against the king's @atend besieged it. But as
Phasaelus's and Herod's party came to the otlssistance, and a battle
happened between them in the market-place, the gyaunan beat their
enemies, and pursued them into the temple, andssem¢ armed men into
the adjoining houses to keep them in, who yet belesgtitute of such as
should support them, were burnt, and the housds thém, by the people
who rose up against them. But Herod was revengedhese seditious
adversaries of his a little afterward for this iyjthey had offered him, when
he fought with them, and slew a great number afthe
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4. But while there were daily skirmishes, the enewsited for the
coming of the multitude out of the country to Peot, a feast of ours so
called; and when that day was come, many ten timolssaf the people were
gathered together about the temple, some in aramal,some without. Now
those that came guarded both the temple and tlye excepting what
belonged to the palace, which Herod guarded witnnaof his soldiers; and
Phasaelus had the charge of the wall, while Hanaith a body of his men,
sallied out upon the enemy, who lay in the subuathd, fought courageously,
and put many ten thousands to flight, some flymtg the city, and some into
the temple, and some into the outer fortificatiorfiey some such
fortifications there were in that place. Phasaeluse also to his assistance;
yet was Pacorus, the general of the Parthianyeatésire of Antigonus,
admitted into the city, with a few of his horsemander pretence indeed as
if he would still the sedition, but in reality tesst Antigonus in obtaining
the government. And when Phasaelus met him, aneivest him kindly,
Pacorus persuaded him to go himself as ambassa@arzapharnes, which
was done fraudulently. Accordingly, Phasaelus, scspg no harm,
complied with his proposal, while Herod did not gikiis consent to what
was done, because of the perfidiousness of thedmanmns, but desired
Phasaelus rather to fight those that were comeh&aity.

5. So both Hyrcanus and Phasaelus went on the satdmsbut Pacorus
left with Herod two hundred horsemen, and ten nve@mp were called the
freemen, and conducted the others on their jouraegl; when they were in
Galilee, the governors of the cities there met thaemtheir arms.
Barzaphanles also received them at the first witbecfulness, and made
them presents, though he afterward conspired agtnam; and Phasaelus,
with his horsemen, were conducted to the sea-Bidewhen they heard that
Antigonus had promised to give the Parthians agaod talents, and five
hundred women, to assist him against them, theg bad a suspicion of the
barbarians. Moreover, there was one who informeantithat snares were
laid for them by night, while a guard came aboenisecretly; and they had
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then been seized upon, had not they waited fosémure of Herod by the
Parthians that were about Jerusalem, lest, uporslthghter of Hyrcanus
and Phasaelus, he should have an intimation @nd, escape out of their
hands. And these were the circumstances they waseim and they saw
who they were that guarded them. Some persons dnaemuld have
persuaded Phasaelus to fly away immediately orebarsk, and not stay any
longer; and there was one Ophellius, who, abovehallrest, was earnest
with him to do so; for he had heard of this treaghtom Saramalla, the
richest of all the Syrians at that time, who alsonpised to provide him ships
to carry him off; for the sea was just by them. Bathad no mind to desert
Hyrcanus, nor bring his brother into danger; butwent to Barzapharnes,
and told him he did not act justly when he madehsaicontrivance against
them; for that if he wanted money, he would give Imhore than Antigonus;
and besides, that it was a horrible thing to shaysé that came to him upon
the security of their oaths, and that when they d@ae them no injury. But
the barbarian swore to him that there was no tiutany of his suspicions,
but that he was troubled with nothing but falseposals, and then went
away to Pacorus.

6. But as soon as he was gone away, some men caddaund
Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, while Phasaelus greatigadmped the Parthians
for their perjury; However, that butler who was tsagainst Herod had it in
command to get him without the walls of the citpdaseize upon him; but
messengers had been sent by Phasaelus to infornodHef the
perfidiousness of the Parthians. And when he kneat the enemy had
seized upon them, he went to Pacorus, and to thst motent of the
Parthians, as to the lord of the rest, who, altlhotipey knew the whole
matter, dissembled with him in a deceitful way; &aid that he ought to go
out with them before the walls, and meet those wiwere bringing him his
letters, for that they were not taken by his admees, but were coming to
give him an account of the good success Phasaaltliséd. Herod did not
give credit to what they said; for he had heard tha brother was seized
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upon by others also; and the daughter of Hyrcawhese daughter he had
espoused, was his monitor also [not to credit themhich made him still
more suspicious of the Parthians; for althoughmgpe®ple did not give heed
to her, yet did he believe her as a woman of vesatgwisdom.

7. Now while the Parthians were in consultation ¥whas fit to be done;
for they did not think it proper to make an opetempt upon a person of his
character; and while they put off the determinatiorthe next day, Herod
was under great disturbance of mind, and ratheining to believe the
reports he heard about his brother and the Paghihan to give heed to
what was said on the other side, he determinetinthan the evening came
on, he would make use of it for his flight, and nwke any longer delay, as
if the dangers from the enemy were not yet certidie.therefore removed
with the armed men whom he had with him; and setwives upon the
beasts, as also his mother, and sister, and hemwigwas about to marry,
[Mariamne,] the daughter of Alexander, the son ais#bulus, with her
mother, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngesther, and all their
servants, and the rest of the multitude that wak Wwim, and without the
enemy's privity pursued his way to Idumea. Nor dany enemy of his who
then saw him in this case be so hardhearted, butdnmave commiserated
his fortune, while the women drew along their inffahildren and left their
own country, and their friends in prison, with ®an their eyes, and sad
lamentations, and in expectation of nothing but twlas of a melancholy
nature.

8. But for Herod himself, he raised his mind abtheemiserable state he
was in, and was of good courage in the midst ofnisfortunes; and as he
passed along, he bid them every one to be of gbedrcand not to give
themselves up to sorrow, because that would hitldem in their flight,
which was now the only hope of safety that they. Watordingly, they tried
to bear with patience the calamity they were underhe exhorted them to
do; yet was he once almost going to kill himseffpn the overthrow of a
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waggon, and the danger his mother was then in ingkalled; and this on
two accounts, because of his great concern foramel because he was afraid
lest, by this delay, the enemy should overtake imirthe pursuit: but as he
was drawing his sword, and going to kill himselérwith, those that were
present restrained him, and being so many in numieEre too hard for him;
and told him that he ought not to desert them,laade them a prey to their
enemies, for that it was not the part of a brava toafree himself from the
distresses he was in, and to overlook his frieridd tvere in the same
distresses also. So he was compelled to let thaidhattempt alone, partly
out of shame at what they said to him, and panyas regard to the great
number of those that would not permit him to do whea intended. So he
encouraged his mother, and took all the care oftteetime would allow, and
proceeded on the way he proposed to go with thestthmste, and that was
to the fortress of Masada. And as he had many sines with such of the
Parthians as attacked him and pursued him, he evagueror in them all.

9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews all alageawas in his flight;
for by that time he was gotten sixty furlongs ofitlee city, and was upon
the road, they fell upon him, and fought hand tachaith him, whom he
also put to flight, and overcame, not like one thais in distress and in
necessity, but like one that was excellently pregdor war, and had what
he wanted in great plenty. And in this very plackeve he overcame the
Jews it was that he some time afterward build at mwsellent palace, and a
city round about it, and called it Herodium. And emhhe was come to
Idumea, at a place called Thressa, his brothempboset him, and he then
held a council to take advice about all his affearsd what was fit to be done
in his circumstances, since he had a great mudtitticht followed him,
besides his mercenary soldiers, and the place Masduther he proposed
to fly, was too small to contain so great a multduso he sent away the
greater part of his company, being above nine thadisand bid them go,
some one way, and some another, and so save tiveiselldumea, and
gave them what would buy them provisions in theurrpey. But he took
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with him those that were the least encumbered,vaaré most intimate with
him, and came to the fortress, and placed theraviviss and his followers,
being eight hundred in number, there being in tlhega sufficient quantity
of corn and water, and other necessaries, and diesttly for Petra, in
Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians plundexié Jerusalem, and the
palace, and abstained from nothing but Hyrcanusiseyys which was three
hundred talents. A great deal of Herod's moneypestiaand principally all
that the man had been so provident as to senddntnea beforehand; nor
indeed did what was in the city suffice the Parthjebut they went out into
the country, and plundered it, and demolished tlyeMarissa.

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back into Juole#he king of the
Parthians, and received Hyrcanus and Phasaelissfprisoners; but he was
greatly cast down because the women had escapexm Wi intended to
have given the enemy, as having promised they dhwave them, with the
money, for their reward: but being afraid that Hywas, who was under the
guard of the Parthians, might have his kingdomorest to him by the
multitude, he cut off his ears, and thereby toole ¢hat the high priesthood
should never come to him any more, because he \aased, while the law
required that this dignity should belong to nond buch as had all their
members entire (2) But now one cannot but here @dthie fortitude of
Phasaelus, who, perceiving that he was to be padgdth, did not think death
any terrible thing at all; but to die thus by theans of his enemy, this he
thought a most pitiable and dishonorable thing; Hredtefore, since he had
not his hands at liberty, but the bonds he wagavgnted him from killing
himself thereby, he dashed his head against a gtea¢, and thereby took
away his own life, which he thought to be the likstg he could do in such
a distress as he was in, and thereby put it othefower of the enemy to
bring him to any death he pleased. It is also regiothat when he had made
a great wound in his head, Antigonus sent physici@ncure it, and, by
ordering them to infuse poison into the wound, ekillhim. However,
Phasaelus hearing, before he was quite dead, ytairc woman, that his
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brother Herod had escaped the enemy, underwenleait cheerfully, since
he now left behind him one who would revenge h&tldeand who was able

to inflict punishment on his enemies.

Footnotes:

1. We may here take notice that espousals alone weoédcesteemed a

sufficient foundation for affinity, Hyrcanus beirgere called father-in-
law to Herod because his granddaughter Mariarung bedrothed to
him, although the marriage was not completedadilirfyears afterwards.

See Matthew 1:16.
2. This law of Moses, that the priests were to be hauit blemish," as to

all the parts of their bodies, is in Leviticus 22-24
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Chapter 14

Herod Obtained of the Senate and of Caesar to Be
Made King of the Jews

1. As for Herod, the great miseries he was in diddiscourage him, but
made him sharp in discovering surprising underiggkinfor he went to
Malchus, king of Arabia, whom he had formerly befny kind to, in order
to receive somewhat by way of requital, now he wasiore than ordinary
want of it, and desired he would let him have sonomey, either by way of
loan, or as his free gift, on account of the maeydiits he had received
from him; for not knowing what was become of histher, he was in haste
to redeem him out of the hand of his enemies, dbngvito give three
hundred talents for the price of his redemption. dts® took with him the
son of Phasaelus, who was a child of but sevensyafaage, for this very
reason, that he might be a hostage for the repayofi¢he money. But there
came messengers from Malchus to meet him, by whemvds desired to be
gone, for that the Parthians had laid a charge uponnot to entertain
Herod. This was only a pretense which he made fjgbai he might not be
obliged to repay him what he owed him; and thisMas further induced to
by the principal men among the Arabians, that timayht cheat him of what
sums they had received from [his father] Antipatend which he had
committed to their fidelity. He made answer, that did not intend to be
troublesome to them by his coning thither, but that desired only to
discourse with them about certain affairs that wierdnim of the greatest
importance.

2. Hereupon he resolved to go away, and did go pargently the road
to Egypt; and then it was that he lodged in a aettample; for he had left a
great many of his followers there. On the next daycame to Rhinocolura,
and there it was that he heard what was befallen bnother. Though
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Malehus soon repented of what he had done, and naméng after Herod,;
but with no manner of success, for he was gottearg great way off, and
made haste into the road to Pelusium; and whestdimnary ships that lay
there hindered him from sailing to Alexandria, henvto their captains, by
whose assistance, and that out of much reverenard{reat regard to him,
he was conducted into the city [Alexandria], andswatained there by
Cleopatra; yet was she not able to prevail with tonstay there, because he
was making haste to Rome, even though the weatheistormy, and he was
informed that the affairs of Italy were very tunudtis, and in great disorder.

3. So he set sail from thence to Pamphylia, anchdainto a violent
storm, he had much ado to escape to Rhodes, wétHods of the ship's
burden; and there it was that two of his friendgp@nas and Ptolemeus, met
with him; and as he found that city very much daethi the war against
Cassius, though he were in necessity himself, lypeoted not to do it a
kindness, but did what he could to recover it $dfarmer state. He also built
there a three-decked ship, and set sail thench,mstfriends, for Italy, and
came to the port of Brundusium; and when he wasectnom thence to
Rome, he first related to Antony what had befalém in Judea, and how
Phasaelus his brother was seized on by the Pasthaamd put to death by
them, and how Hyrcanus was detained captive by tleem how they had
made Antigonus king, who had promised them a sumafey, no less than
a thousand talents, with five hundred women, wheevte be of the principal
families, and of the Jewish stock; and that he ¢ardied off the women by
night; and that, by undergoing a great many hapdsthe had escaped the
hands of his enemies; as also, that his own relatreere in danger of being
besieged and taken, and that he had sailed thrawstrm, and contemned
all these terrible dangers of it, in order to com® soon as possible, to him,
who was his hope and only succor at this time.

4. This account made Antony commiserate the chatinge had
happened in Herod's condition; (1) and reasonirily himself that this was a
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common case among those that are placed in sueh dignities, and that
they are liable to the mutations that come frontuioe, he was very ready to
give him the assistance he desired, and this bedagiscalled to mind the
friendship he had had with Antipater because Hafbelred him money to
make him king, as he had formerly given it him taka him tetrarch, and
chiefly because of his hatred to Antigonus; fortbek him to be a seditious
person, and an enemy to the Romans. Caesar wathaléarwarder to raise
Herod's dignity, and to give him his assistanceat he desired, on account
of the toils of war which he had himself undergovith Antipater his father
in Egypt, and of the hospitality he had treated kithal, and the kindness
he had always showed him, as also to gratify Anteviyo was very zealous
for Herod. So a senate was convocated; and Medsala and then
Atratinus, introduced Herod into it, and enlarggubmi the benefits they had
received from his father, and put them in mindhaf good-will he had borne
to the Romans. At the same time, they accused Amig, and declared him
an enemy, not only because of his former oppostbaimem, but that he had
now overlooked the Romans, and taken the governimemt the Parthians.
Upon this the senate was irritated; and Antonyrmied them further, that it
was for their advantage in the Parthian war thabHehould be king. This
seemed good to all the senators; and so they mdeerae accordingly.

5. And this was the principal instance of Antorgfection for Herod,
that he not only procured him a kingdom which e bt expect, (for he did
not come with an intention to ask the kingdom fongelf, which he did not
suppose the Romans would grant him, who used tmlwason some of the
royal family, but intended to desire it for his @/ brother, who was
grandson by his father to Aristobulus, and to Hgtsaby his mother,) but
that he procured it for him so suddenly, that héaioled what he did not
expect, and departed out of Italy in so few daysea®n in all. This young
man [the grandson] Herod afterward took care toehshain, as we shall
show in its proper place. But when the senate wssolved, Antony and
Caesar went out of the senate house with Heroddeetwhem, and with the

74



consuls and other magistrates before them, in dodeffer sacrifices, and to
lay up their decrees in the capitol. Antony alsasted Herod the first day of
his reign. And thus did this man receive the kingdbaving obtained it on
the hundred and eighty-fourth olympiad, when C&wosmitius Calvinus was
consul the second time, and Caius Asinius Polhe first time].

6. All this while Antigonus besieged those that ever Masada, who had
plenty of all other necessaries, but were only aninof water (2) insomuch
that on this occasion Joseph, Herod's brother, eoasriving to run away
from it, with two hundred of his dependents, to thebians; for he had
heard that Malchus repented of the offenses he demih guilty of with
regard to Herod; but God, by sending rain in thghthtime, prevented his
going away, for their cisterns were thereby fillethd he was under no
necessity of running away on that account; but theye now of good
courage, and the more so, because the sendingldrdy of water which
they had been in want of seemed a mark of DivimeiBence; so they made
a sally, and fought hand to hand with Antigonu®disrs, (with some
openly, with some privately,) and destroyed a greahber of them. At the
same time Ventidius, the general of the Romans, sea$ out of Syria, to
drive the Parthians out of it, and marched aftenthnto Judea, in pretense
indeed to succor Joseph; but in reality the whéil@rawas no more than a
stratagem, in order to get money of Antigonus;lseytpitched their camp
very near to Jerusalem, and stripped Antigonusgreat deal of money, and
then he retired himself with the greater part o# #rmy; but, that the
wickedness he had been guilty of might be found loaiteft Silo there, with
a certain part of his soldiers, with whom also Agotius cultivated an
acquaintance, that he might cause him no distudyaarad was still in hopes
that the Parthians would come again and defend him.

Footnotes:

1. Concerning the chronology of Herod, and the timesmvine was first
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made king at Rome, and concerning the time whebegan his second
reign, without a rival, upon the conquest and dhaeigof Antigonus,
both principally derived from this and the two nek&pters in Josephus,
see the note on sect. 6, and ch. 15. sect. 10.

. This grievous want of water at Masada, till thecpldhad like to have
been taken by the Parthians, (mentioned both ke Of the War, B. I.
ch. 15. sect. 1,) is an indication that it was rsmmnmer time.
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Chapter 15

Herod Fought with Antigonus

1. By this time Herod had sailed out of Italy t@leétnais, and had gotten
together no small army, both of strangers and sfdwn countrymen, and
marched through Galilee against Antignus. Silo ,aéswd Ventidius, came
and assisted him, being persuaded by Dellius, was sent by Antony to
assist in bringing back Herod. Now for Ventidiug was employed in
composing the disturbances that had been made iaities by the means of
the Parthians; and for Silo, he was in Judea indbed corrupted by
Antigonus. However, as Herod went along his arneyaased every day, and
all Galilee, with some small exception, joined hibut as he was to those
that were in Masada, (for he was obliged to endetveave those that were
in that fortress now they were besieged, becausg Were his relations,)
Joppa was a hinderance to him, for it was necedsatym to take that place
first, it being a city at variance with him, thai strong hold might be left in
his enemies' hands behind him when he should genasalem. And when
Silo made this a pretense for rising up from Jdeumsaand was thereupon
pursued by the Jews, Herod fell upon them with allsbody of men, and
both put the Jews to flight and saved Silo, whemwhs very poorly able to
defend himself; but when Herod had taken Joppanhée haste to set free
those of his family that were in Masada. Now of ge®ple of the country,
some joined him because of the friendship theyHhetiwith his father, and
some because of the splendid appearance he madietlzers by way of
requital for the benefits they had received fronthhbaf them; but the greatest
number came to him in hopes of getting somewham finam afterward, if he
were once firmly settled in the kingdom.

2. Herod had now a strong army; and as he marcheAmtigonus laid
snares and ambushes in the passes and places nmost for them; but in
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truth he thereby did little or no damage to thenepeSo Herod received
those of his family out of Masada, and the fortrRessa, and then went on
for Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was with @idgompanied him all
along, as did many of the citizens, being afraidhisfpower; and as soon as
he had pitched his camp on the west side of the ttie soldiers that were
set to guard that part shot their arrows and thiheaw darts at him; and when
some sallied out in a crowd, and came to fight hemmtdand with the first
ranks of Herod's army, he gave orders that thewldhan the first place,
make proclamation about the wall, that he camdHhergood of the people,
and for the preservation of the city, and not tarbeny old grudge at even
his most open enemies, but ready to forget thensff® which his greatest
adversaries had done him. But Antigonus, by wayeply to what Herod
had caused to be proclaimed, and this before thmaRs, and before Silo
also, said that they would not do justly, if thegvg the kingdom to Herod,
who was no more than a private man, and an Idumeam half Jew, (1)
whereas they ought to bestow it on one of the régmlily, as their custom
was; for that in case they at present bear anililltavhim, and had resolved
to deprive him of the kingdom, as having receiveflom the Parthians, yet
were there many others of his family that mighttbgir law take it, and
these such as had no way offended the Romans;&ng bf the sacerdotal
family, it would be an unworthy thing to put them. INow while they said
thus one to another, and fell to reproaching onethean on both sides,
Antigonus permitted his own men that were upon wmedl to defend
themselves, who using their bows, and showing gasdrity against their
enemies, easily drove them away from the towers.

3. And now it was that Silo discovered that he tedan bribes; for he
set a good number of his soldiers to complain alufutie want of provisions
they were in, and to require money to buy them fe@odl that it was fit to let
them go into places proper for winter quartersgesithe places near the city
were a desert, by reason that Antigonus's solti@dscarried all away; so he
set the army upon removing, and endeavored to mawchy; but Herod
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pressed Silo not to depart, and exhorted Silo'sagap and soldiers not to
desert him, when Caesar, and Antony, and the sdramtesent him thither,
for that he would provide them plenty of all thents they wanted, and
easily procure them a great abundance of what tegyired; after which
entreaty, he immediately went out into the counamgd left not the least
pretense to Silo for his departure; for he broumhtunexpected quantity of
provisions, and sent to those friends of his whHmamted about Samaria to
bring down corn, and wine, and oil, and cattle, afidother provisions, to
Jericho, that those might be no want of a suppitte soldiers for the time
to come. Antigonus was sensible of this, and sesggmtly over the country
such as might restrain and lie in ambush for ththe went out for
provisions. So these men obeyed the orders of Antig, and got together a
great number of armed men about Jericho, and sat theg mountains, and
watched those that brought the provisions. HoweMerpod was not idle in
the mean time, for he took ten bands of soldieirsyloom five were of the
Romans, and five of the Jews, with some mercenarnemg them, and with
some few horsemen, and came to Jericho; and as faund the city
deserted, but that five hundred of them had settiethselves on the tops of
the hills, with their wives and children, thosetbek and sent away; but the
Romans fell upon the city, and plundered it, anghtbthe houses full of all
sorts of good things. So the king left a garrisbdexicho, and came back
again, and sent the Roman army to take their wioptarters in the countries
that were come over to him, Judea, and Galilee,Sardaria. And so much
did Antigonus gain of Silo for the bribes he gawa hthat part of the army
should be quartered at Lydda, in order to pleasefyn So the Romans laid
their weapons aside, and lived in plenty of alhgs.

4. But Herod was not pleased with lying still, m@&nt out his brother
Joseph against Idumea with two thousand armed fmwtieind four hundred
horsemen, while he himself came to Samaria, artdhiefmother and his
other relations there, for they were already gonead Masada, and went
into Galilee, to take certain places which weredheYy the garrisons of
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Antigonus; and he passed on to Sepphoris, as Got asesnow, while
Antigonus's garrisons withdrew themselves, and lymdat plenty of
provisions. He also went thence, and resolved sirole those robbers that
dwelt in the caves, and did much mischief in thentoy; so he sent a troop
of horsemen, and three companies of armed footmgainst them. They
were very near to a village called Arbela; and loa fortieth day after, he
came himself with his whole army: and as the ensailjed out boldly upon
him, the left wing of his army gave way; but he e@png with a body of
men, put those to flight who were already conguerand recalled his men
that ran away. He also pressed upon his enemidgyuasued them as far as
the river Jordan, though they ran away by differeats. So he brought over
to him all Galilee, excepting those that dwelt e tcaves, and distributed
money to every one of his soldiers, giving them undred and fifty
drachmae apiece, and much more to their captamdssent them into winter
guarters; at which time Silo came to him, and lsmmanders with him,
because Antigonus would not give them provisiony &mger, for he
supplied them for no more than one month; nay, &ae sent to all the
country about, and ordered them to carry off thevigions that were there,
and retire to the mountains, that the Romans nhgiie no provisions to live
upon, and so might perish by famine. But Herod cdateochthe care of that
matter to Pheroras, his youngest brother, and edddrim to repair
Alexandrium also. Accordingly, he quickly made th&diers abound with
great plenty of provisions, and rebuilt Alexandriwvhich had been before
desolate.

5. About this time it was that Antony continued sftime at Athens,
and that Ventidius, who was now in Syria, sentSoo, and commanded him
to assist Herod, in the first place, to finish gresent war, and then to send
for their confederates for the war they were thdweseengaged in; but as for
Herod, he went in haste against the robbers theg wethe caves, and sent
Silo away to Ventidius, while he marched againetiihThese caves were in
mountains that were exceeding abrupt, and in tméddle were no other
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than precipices, with certain entrances into theesaand those caves were
encompassed with sharp rocks, and in these didaibleers lie concealed,
with all their families about them; but the kingusad certain chests to be
made, in order to destroy them, and to be hung dbauand about with iron
chains, by an engine, from the top of the mountaibeing not possible to
get up to them, by reason of the sharp ascenteofhuntains, nor to creep
down to them from above. Now these chests weredfilvith armed men,
who had long hooks in their hands, by which theghhipull out such as
resisted them, and then tumble them down, andhelin by so doing; but the
letting the chests down proved to be a matter eadigdanger, because of the
vast depth they were to be let down, although treytheir provisions in the
chests themselves. But when the chests were leth,damd not one of those
in the mouths of the caves durst come near themnl|alustill out of fear,
some of the armed men girt on their armor, anddii their hands took hold
of the chain by which the chests were let down, &adt into the mouths of
the caves, because they fretted that such delaynade by the robbers not
daring to come out of the caves; and when they weeasy of those mouths,
they first killed many of those that were in theuties with their darts, and
afterwards pulled those to them that resisted théth their hooks, and
tumbled them down the precipices, and afterwardst weo the caves, and
killed many more, and then went into their chegjaim and lay still there;
but, upon this, terror seized the rest, when thegrdh the lamentations that
were made, and they despaired of escaping. Howedwm the night came
on, that put an end to the whole work; and as thg groclaimed pardon by
a herald to such as delivered themselves up to mamy accepted of the
offer. The same method of assault was made useeofhéxt day; and they
went further, and got out in baskets to fight themd fought them at their
doors, and sent fire among them, and set theirscauefire, for there was a
great deal of combustible matter within them. Ndwré was one old man
who was caught within one of these caves, with seleldren and a wife;
these prayed him to give them leave to go out,yéeld themselves up to the
enemy; but he stood at the cave's mouth, and alslays that child of his
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who went out, till he had destroyed them every ang, after that he slew his
wife, and cast their dead bodies down the preci@od himself after them,
and so underwent death rather than slavery: butrédfe did this, he greatly
reproached Herod with the meanness of his famithoagh he was then
king. Herod also saw what he was doing, and steetabut his hand, and
offered him all manner of security for his life; yhich means all these
caves were at length subdued entirely.

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over thestsmdrthe country as
his general, he went to Samaria, with six hundredsémen, and three
thousand armed footmen, as intending to fight Aortigs. But still this
command of the army did not succeed well with Piglebut those that had
been troublesome to Galilee before attacked hird, sé@w him; and when
they had done this, they fled among the lakes dackp almost inaccessible
laying waste and plundering whatsoever they coolde at in those places.
But Herod soon returned, and punished them for wiey had done; for
some of these rebels he slew, and others of thém,had fled to the strong
holds he besieged, and both slew them, and deradligieir strong holds.
And when he had thus put an end to their rebell@nlaid a fine upon the
cities of a hundred talents.

7. In the mean time, Pacorus was fallen in a hatthel the Parthians
were defeated, when Ventidius sent Macheras toafisesstance of Herod,
with two legions, and a thousand horsemen, whileoAy encouraged him to
make haste. But Macheras, at the instigation ofighmius, without the
approbation of Herod, as being corrupted by momesnt about to take a
view of his affairs; but Antigonus suspecting tim&ention of his coming, did
not admit him into the city, but kept him at a diste, with throwing stones
at him, and plainly showed what he himself meanit. \Bhen Macheras was
sensible that Herod had given him good advice, #watl he had made a
mistake himself in not hearkening to that advice, rietired to the city
Emmaus; and what Jews he met with he slew themthehdhey were
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enemies or friends, out of the rage he was in aatwiardships he had
undergone. The king was provoked at this conduchief and went to

Samaria, and resolved to go to Antony about théags and to inform him

that he stood in no need of such helpers, who dhidrhore mischief than

they did his enemies; and that he was able of Hitsdeat Antigonus. But

Macheras followed him, and desired that he wouldgaoto Antony; or if he

was resolved to go, that he would join his brotheseph with them, and let
them fight against Antigonus. So he was reconditeflacheras, upon his
earnest entreaties. Accordingly, he left Josephethvith his army, but

charged him to run no hazards, nor to quarrel Wiltheras.

8. But for his own part, he made haste to Antonkiqwas then at the
siege of Samosata, a place upon Euphrates) witlrdops, both horsemen
and footmen, to be auxiliaries to him. And whendaene to Antioch, and
met there a great number of men gotten togethéntaee very desirous to
go to Antony, but durst not venture to go, outedrf because the barbarians
fell upon men on the road, and slew many, so hewaged them, and
became their conductor upon the road. Now when weg within two days'
march of Samosata, the barbarians had laid an dnthase to disturb those
that came to Antony, and where the woods made dsegs narrow, as they
led to the plains, there they laid not a few oirtihersemen, who were to lie
still until those passengers were gone by intonlie place. Now as soon as
the first ranks were gone by, (for Herod broughttmnrear,) those that lay in
ambush, who were about five hundred, fell upon tlmemthe sudden, and
when they had put the foremost to flight, the koagne riding hard, with the
forces that were about him, and immediately droaeekbthe enemy; by
which means he made the minds of his own men ceowsy and
imboldened them to go on, insomuch that those vamoaway before now
returned back, and the barbarians were slain osiddk. The king also went
on killing them, and recovered all the baggage, rayhich were a great
number of beasts for burden, and of slaves, andepded on in his march;
and whereas there were a great number of thodeeinvbods that attacked
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them, and were near the passage that led intoldéine pe made a sally upon
these also with a strong body of men, and put tteeflight, and slew many
of them, and thereby rendered the way safe forethibat came after; and
these called Herod their savior and protector.

9. And when he was near to Samosata, Antony sdrtiswarmy in all
their proper habiliments to meet him, in order &y jHerod this respect, and
because of the assistance he had given him; foatdneard what attacks the
barbarians had made upon him [in Judea]. He alsowsey glad to see him
there, as having been made acquainted with thet grei@ons he had
performed upon the road. So he entertained him kigly, and could not
but admire his courage. Antony also embraced hirsoas as he saw him,
and saluted him after a most affectionate manmet, gave him the upper
hand, as having himself lately made him a king; amda little time
Antiochus delivered up the fortress, and on thabant this war was at an
end; then Antony committed the rest to Sosius,@ne him orders to assist
Herod, and went himself to Egypt. Accordingly, $@sisent two legions
before into Judea to the assistance of Herod, anfbllowed himself with
the body of the army.

10. Now Joseph was already slain in Judea, in thener following: He
forgot what charge his brother Herod had given humen he went to
Antony; and when he had pitched his camp amongntibentains, for
Macheras had lent him five regiments, with thesevhat hastily to Jericho,
in :order to reap the corn thereto belonging; asdh® Roman regiments
were but newly raised, and were unskillful in whar, they were in great part
collected out of Syria, he was attacked by the gneand caught in those
places of difficulty, and was himself slain, aswas fighting bravely, and
the whole army was lost, for there were six regitseslain. So when
Antigonus had got possession of the dead bodiesuheff Joseph's head,
although Pheroras his brother would have redeemat the price of fifty
talents. After which defeat, the Galileans revoltemim their commanders,
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and took those of Herod's party, and drowned theithe lake, and a great
part of Judea was become seditious; but Macheréfdod the place Gitta
[in Samaria].

11. At this time messengers came to Herod, andrmddd him of what
had been done; and when he was come to Daphne tigcAnthey told him
of the ill fortune that had befallen his brothemhiah yet he expected, from
certain visions that appeared to him in his dreammsch clearly foreshowed
his brother's death. So he hastened his marchwaed he came to Mount
Libanus, he received about eight hundred of the ofetimat place, having
already with him also one Roman legion, and witlesth he came to
Ptolemais. He also marched thence by night withahmy, and proceeded
along Galilee. Here it was that the enemy met laina, fought him, and were
beaten, and shut up in the same place of strengémee they had sallied out
the day before. So he attacked the place in thaimgrbut by reason of a
great storm that was then very violent, he was &bl@o nothing, but drew
off his army into the neighboring villages; yetsa®n as the other legion that
Antony sent him was come to his assistance, thuesewere in garrison in
the place were afraid, and deserted it in the nighé. Then did the king
march hastily to Jericho, intending to avenge hlinme the enemy for the
slaughter of his brother; and when he had pitcheddmts, he made a feast
for the principal commanders; and after this calatwas over, and he had
dismissed his guests, he retired to his own chan@ver here may one see
what kindness God had for the king, for the upet pf the house fell down
when nobody was in it, and so killed none, insomtlwdt all the people
believed that Herod was beloved of God, since ltedsgaped such a great
and surprising danger.

12. But the next day six thousand of the enemy cdowen from the
tops of the mountains to fight the Romans, whiakagy terrified them; and
the soldiers that were in light armor came nead, peglted the king's guards
that were come out with darts and stones, and btieem hit him on the side
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with a dart. Antigonus also sent a commander ag&amaria, whose name
was Pappus, with some forces, being desirous to e enemy how potent
he was, and that he had men to spare in his warthém. He sat down to
oppose Macheras; but Herod, when he had takencfties, took such as
were left in them, being about two thousand, aesvdhem, and burnt the
cities themselves, and then returned to go agaieipus, who was
encamped at a village called Isanas; and theranrdo him many out of
Jericho and Judea, near to which places he washanehemy fell upon his
men, so stout were they at this time, and joinatldoaith them, but he beat
them in the fight; and in order to be revengedhmmt for the slaughter of his
brother, he pursued them sharply, and killed therthay ran away; and as
the houses were full of armed men, (2) and manthe@ ran as far as the
tops of the houses, he got them under his powelr patied down the roofs
of the houses, and saw the lower rooms full ofisosdthat were caught, and
lay all on a heap; so they threw stones down upemtas they lay piled one
upon another, and thereby killed them; nor was eth@rmore frightful
spectacle in all the war than this, where beyonel whalls an immense
multitude of dead men lay heaped one upon anoffl@s action it was
which chiefly brake the spirits of the enemy, whxpected now what would
come; for there appeared a mighty number of pethi@ecame from places
far distant, that were now about the village, Iaint ran away; and had it not
been for the depth of winter, which then restraitiexn, the king's army had
presently gone to Jerusalem, as being very couusgabthis good success,
and the whole work had been done immediately; fotigonus was already
looking about how he might fly away and leave th. c

13. At this time the king gave order that the saislishould go to supper,
for it was late at night, while he went into a climento use the bath, for he
was very weary; and here it was that he was ingtieatest danger, which
yet, by God's providence, he escaped; for as henatksd, and had but one
servant that followed him, to be with him while tvas bathing in an inner
room, certain of the enemy, who were in their arnaord had fled thither,
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out of fear, were then in the place; and as he badising, the first of them

came out with his naked sword drawn, and went otihea doors, and after

him a second, and a third, armed in like manned, were under such a
consternation, that they did no hurt to the kinggl ghought themselves to
have come off very well ill suffering no harm thesh&s in their getting out

of the house. However, on the next day, he cuthaffhead of Pappus, for he
was already slain, and sent it to Pheroras, asnsesipment of what their

brother had suffered by his means, for he was the tmat slew him with his

own hand.

14. When the rigor of winter was over, Herod rentbves army, and
came near to Jerusalem, and pitched his camp yattelxity. Now this was
the third year since he had been made king at Ranttas he removed his
camp, and came near that part of the wall whe@uld be most easily
assaulted, he pitched that camp before the temmiending to make his
attacks in the same manner as did Pompey. So lmnpassed the place
with three bulwarks, and erected towers, and engalay great many hands
about the work, and cut down the trees that wensadaabout the city; and
when he had appointed proper persons to oversegdtes, even while the
army lay before the city, he himself went to Samato complete his
marriage, and to take to wife the daughter of Amemlex, the son of
Aristobulus; for he had betrothed her already, la@vie before related.

Footnotes:

1. This affirmation of Antigonus, spoken in the dayisHerod, and in a
manner to his face, that he was an ldumean, halfalew, seems to me
of much greater authority than that pretense ofidsrite and flatterer
Nicolaus of Damascus, that he derived his pedifrem Jews as far
backward as the Babylonish captivity, ch. 1. se&t. Accordingly
Josephus always esteems him an ldumean, thouglaysehss father
Antipater was of the same people with the Jewsyighsect. 1. and by
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birth a Jew, Antig. B. XX. ch. 8. sect. 7; as indedl such proselytes of
justice, as the ldumeans, were in time esteemedd¢he same people
with the Jews.

. It may be worth our observation here, that theddiess of Herod could
not have gotten upon the tops of these houses white full of
enemies, in order to pull up the upper floors, dadtroy them beneath,
but by ladders from the out side; which illustrasesne texts in the New
Testament, by which it appears that men used tenascthither by

ladders on the outsides. See Matthew 24:17; Mark5t3 uke 5:19;
17:31.
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Chapter 16

Herod Took Jerusalem by Force

1. After the wedding was over, came Sosius thradalgbenicia, having
sent out his army before him over the midland p#tesalso, who was their
commander, came himself, with a great number ofdraen and footmen.
The king also came himself from Samaria, and browgth him no small
army, besides that which was there before, for theye about thirty
thousand; and they all met together at the wall3eofisalem, and encamped
at the north wall of the city, being now an armyedéven legions, armed
men on foot, and six thousand horsemen, with adbe&iliaries out of Syria.
The generals were two: Sosius, sent by Antony ssablerod, and Herod on
his own account, in order to take the governmamnfAntigonus, who was
declared all enemy at Rome, and that he might Hfrbheeking, according to
the decree of the Senate.

2. Now the Jews that were enclosed within the walthe city fought
against Herod with great alacrity and zeal (forvili®le nation was gathered
together); they also gave out many prophecies atbmutemple, and many
things agreeable to the people, as if God wouldveleithem out of the
dangers they were in; they had also carried offtwas out of the city, that
they might not leave any thing to afford sustenaeitker for men or for
beasts; and by private robberies they made the wfanécessaries greater.
When Herod understood this, he opposed ambushdieirfittest places
against their private robberies, and he sent legadrarmed men to bring its
provisions, and that from remote places, so thatlittle time they had great
plenty of provisions. Now the three bulwarks weasily erected, because so
many hands were continually at work upon it; fowds summer time, and
there was nothing to hinder them in raising theoarks, neither from the air
nor from the workmen; so they brought their engittebear, and shook the

89



walls of the city, and tried all manner of waysdget its; yet did not those
within discover any fear, but they also contrived a few engines to oppose
their engines withal. They also sallied out, andhbuot only those engines
that were not yet perfected, but those that ward;vehen they came hand to
hand, their attempts were not less bold than tledstie Romans, though
they were behind them in skill. They also erectedvnvorks when the
former were ruined, and making mines undergrouhdy tmet each other,
and fought there; and making use of brutish couraffeer than of prudent
valor, they persisted in this war to the very lastd this they did while a
mighty army lay round about them, and while theyendistressed by famine
and the want of necessaries, for this happened to®abbatic year. The first
that scaled the walls were twenty chosen men, the were Sosius's
centurions; for the first wall was taken in fortay$, and the second in
fiteen more, when some of the cloisters that wedseut the temple were
burnt, which Herod gave out to have been burnt byighnus, in order to
expose him to the hatred of the Jews. And whermtiter court of the temple
and the lower city were taken, the Jews fled irte inner court of the
temple, and into the upper city; but now fearingt lthe Romans should
hinder them from offering their daily sacrifices téod, they sent an
embassage, and desired that they would only pé¢hem to bring in beasts
for sacrifices, which Herod granted, hoping theyeavgoing to yield; but
when he saw that they did nothing of what he suggolsut bitterly opposed
him, in order to preserve the kingdom to Antigorhusmade an assault upon
the city, and took it by storm; and now all partsrevfull of those that were
slain, by the rage of the Romans at the long dumatf the siege, and by the
zeal of the Jews that were on Herod's side, whe wet willing to leave one
of their adversaries alive; so they were murdematicually in the narrow
streets and in the houses by crowds, and as theyflyang to the temple for
shelter, and there was no pity taken of eithemitsar the aged, nor did they
spare so much as the weaker sex; nay, althouglkitigesent about, and
besought them to spare the people, yet nobodyarnestt their hand from
slaughter, but, as if they were a company of madriey fell upon persons

90



of all ages, without distinction; and then Antigshwithout regard to either
his past or present circumstances, came down fnensitadel, and fell down
at the feet of Sosius, who took no pity of himthe change of his fortune,
but insulted him beyond measure, and called himgane [i.e. a woman,
and not a man;] yet did he not treat him as if lewena woman, by letting
him go at liberty, but put him into bonds, and kkinh in close custody.

3. And now Herod having overcome his enemies, &ie was to govern
those foreigners who had been his assistants,hrctowd of strangers
rushed to see the temple, and the sacred thingeeitemple; but the king,
thinking a victory to be a more severe afflictibvam a defeat, if any of those
things which it was not lawful to see should bensleg them, used entreaties
and threatenings, and even sometimes force itgetgstrain them. He also
prohibited the ravage that was made in the citg,rmany times asked Sosius
whether the Romans would empty the city both of eyoeind men, and leave
him king of a desert; and told him that he esteetheddominion over the
whole habitable earth as by no means an equivakmfaction for such a
murder of his citizens'; and when he said that phismder was justly to be
permitted the soldiers for the siege they had wyalex, he replied, that he
would give every one their reward out of his ownn@yg, and by this means
be redeemed what remained of the city from destmicand he performed
what he had promised him, for he gave a noble ptdseevery soldier, and
a proportionable present to their commanders, boioat royal present to
Sosius himself, till they all went away full of meyn

4. This destruction befell the city of JerusalemewiMarcus Agrippa
and Caninius Gallus were consuls of Rome (1) onhtinedred eighty and
fith olympiad, on the third month, on the solemnif the fast, as if a
periodical revolution of calamities had returnedcsi that which befell the
Jews under Pompey; for the Jews were taken by hith® same day, and
this was after twenty-seven years' time. So whesiUSohad dedicated a
crown of gold to God, he marched away from Jerusaland carried
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Antigonus with him in bonds to Antony; but Herodsaafraid lest Antigonus

should be kept in prison [only] by Antony, and tkdien he was carried to
Rome by him, he might get his cause to be hearthéysenate, and might
demonstrate, as he was himself of the royal blaod, Herod but a private
man, that therefore it belonged to his sons howavliave the kingdom, on
account of the family they were of, in case he hadself offended the

Romans by what he had done. Out of Herod's fedhnisfit was that he, by

giving Antony a great deal of money, endeavoregdmsuade him to have
Antigonus slain, which if it were once done, helddde free from that fear.

And thus did the government of the Asamoneans c¢cea$eindred twenty

and six years after it was first set up. This fgmilas a splendid and an
illustrious one, both on account of the nobility tbieir stock, and of the

dignity of the high priesthood, as also for theriglos actions their ancestors
had performed for our nation; but these men lostghbvernment by their

dissensions one with another, and it came to Hettoel,son of Antipater,

who was of no more than a vulgar family, and ofemainent extraction, but

one that was subject to other kings. And this istwfistory tells us was the
end of the Asamonean family.

Footnote:

1. Note here, that Josephus fully and frequently @&ssus that there passed
above three years between Herod's first obtairiegkingdom at Rome,
and his second obtaining it upon the taking of selem and death of
Antigonus. The present history of this intervald&vimentions the army
going into winter quarters, which perhaps belongedtwo several
winters, ch. 15. sect. 3, 4; and though Josephys sathing how long
they lay in those quarters, yet does he give sacacaount of the long
and studied delays of Ventidius, Silo, and Machevdso were to see
Herod settled in his new kingdom, but seem notaweehhad sufficient
forces for that purpose, and were for certain attugpted by Antigonus
to make the longest delays possible, and gives uach $particular
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accounts of the many great actions of Herod dutiegsame interval, as
fairly imply that interval, before Herod went torSasata, to have been
very considerable. However, what is wanting in pboses, is fully
supplied by Moses Chorenensis, the Arme nian h&tpin his history
of that interval, B. Il ch. 18., where he direclgsures us that Tigranes,
then king of Armenia, and the principal managetlo$ Parthian war,
reigned two years after Herod was made king at Rameé yet Antony
did not hear of his death, in that very neighbothat Samosata, till he
was come thither to besiege it; after which Herasught him an army,
which was three hundred and forty miles' march, tamodugh a difficult
country, full of enemies also, and joined with him the siege of
Samosata till that city was taken; then Herod aaosirts marched back
with their large armies the same number of threedned and forty
miles; and when, in a little time, they sat downb&siege Jerusalem,
they were not able to take it but by a siege dd fivonths. All which put
together, fully supplies what is wanting in Josephand secures the
entire chronology of these times beyond contraaincti
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